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GtVtfttftlIMT OP aCNQAU 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

Sit Excellency Colonel the Bight Hon’bie Sir PxAivcrs Stajtlet 
Jacks ok, p.c., g. c.i.e. (up to 28th March, 1932). 

Hie Excellency the Bight Hon’ble Sir Johk Anderson, p.c., o.c.tt., 
g.c.i.e. (from the 29th March, 1932). 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. Mark, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Audelkehim Ghfzkav!, it., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

6. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. Pkrktice, c.s.j., c.i.e., i.e.a., in charge 
of the following portfolio#: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police, *» 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

6. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 
and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 

7, Hasaribagb Reformatory School. 



4 GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

The Hon'ble Sir B. B. Gfaosx, kt., in charge of the following 
portfolio*; — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

6. Legislative. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon ble Nawab K. G. M. Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, in charge of 
the following portfolios : — 

1. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 


The Hon 'ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimtjddin, c.i.e., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1* Education. 

2. Registration. 


The Hon’bie Mr. Buoy Prasad Sihqh Rot, in charge of the following 
portfolios: — 

1- Local Self-Government. 

2. Excise. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


PRESIDENT. 

The Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat CHATTDHUUf wr* t of 
Santoeh. 


Deputy President. 

Mr. Razauu Rahman Khan, b.l. 


Pant! of Chairmen for the Thirty-eighth Section. 

1. Sir Lancelot Travers, kt., c.i.e., o.b.e. 

2. Mr. B. C, Chattkrjek, Bar. -at- Law. 

3. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azjzul Haque. 

4. Mr. 8. M. Bosk, Bar.*at-Law. 

Secretary to the Council — G. G. Hooper, i.c.s, <offg.). 

Awietant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. Hutchison and K. N. 

Majukdar. 


Registrar to the Council— J. W. McKay, i.e.o. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS. 

A 

Afial, Naw&hzadu Khwaja Muhammad, Khan Bahadur. [Dacca City 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Ali, Maulvi II assn n. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. [Jeaaore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
Austin, Mr. J. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

B 

Baksh, Maulvi Shaik Rahim. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Syed Majid. [Jessore North (Muhammadan),] 

Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. [Bakarganj South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bal, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ballabh, Rai Bahadur Dobendra Nath. [24-Parganas Rural North 
( Non-Muhammadan ) . ] 

Banerji. Mr. P. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muharamadan).j 
Banerji, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muham* 
randan).] 

Bannerjee, Bahu Jitendralal. [Birbhuin (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barma, Rai Sahib Pancbanan, m.b.e. [Rangpur West (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bartley, Mr. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Basir IJddin, Khan Sahib Maulvi Mohammed. [Rajshahi North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basu, Mr. Narendra Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Birkmyre, Mr. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M. f Bar.-at-Law. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan) ] 
Bottomley, Mr. J. M. (Nominated Official.) 

Bund, Babu Gokul Chand. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muham* 
mad&n).] 


C 

Chatjterjae, Mr. B. C., Bar.-at-Law. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chandhuri, Babu Kiabori Mohan, [Rajshahi (Noa-Mnhammadan).] 
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Chaudhnri, Or, Jogendra Chandra. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muham- - 
roadan).] 

Chaudhnri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimurraman. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan) . ] 

Chaudhnri, Khan Bahadur Maulri Hafieur Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Chaudhnri, Maulvi Syed Osman Haider. [Tippera North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Nural A bear. [Chittagong North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, b.l. [Dacca West Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Coppinger, Major General W. V., c.i.e., n.s.o., m.d., f.r.c.s.i., i.m.s. 
(Nominated Official.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Tndinn Jute Mills Association.) 

D 

Dain, Mr. G. R., c.i.k. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar, m.b.e. [Chittagong (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Das, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar. [Dacca City (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhnn. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


E 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [Mymensingh South-Wed 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

Faroqui, the Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M., Khau Bahadur. [Minister.] 
[Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 

Fawcus, Mr, I*. R, (Nominated Official.) 

Faslullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 

Gangali, Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar. (Nominated Official.) 

Ghoee, Dr. Amulya Ratan. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muhammadan ) . ] 
Ghost, Rai Bahadur Sasonka Comar, c.i.e. (Dacca University.) 

Ghost, the Hon’ble Sir B. B., xt. (Member, Executive Council.) 
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* Ghusnavi, the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerixn, XT. (Member, Executive 
^ Council.) 

Gilchrist, Mr, B. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas, c.i.e. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Guha, Babu Prafulla Kumar. [24-Parganaa Municipal North (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupia, Mr. J. N., c.i.*., m.b.e. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Gurner, Mr. C. W. (Nominated Official.) 

H 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. [Mymensingh Central (Muhammadan).] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axixul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Hashemy, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Hoque, Kaxi Emdadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawab Musharnif, Khan Bahadur. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Hossain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Hussain, Maulvi Lat&fat. (Nominated Non-offioi&l.) 

K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).] 
Kasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 
Kerr. Mr. W. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Khan, Maulvi Amin-uz-Zaman. (Nominated Official.) 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaxxam Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Khau, Maulvi Tamixuddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 

•Khan, Mr. liaxaur Rahman, b.l. [Dacca East Rural (Muham- 
madan).] 


L 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Leeeon, Mr. G. W. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Mr. R. [Midoapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mar*, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 


Deputy Praairieat, Beftftl LegMative Council. 
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McCluakie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Miller, Mr. C. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. [24-Parganos Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Momin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. [Noakhali East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar.-at-Law. (Calcutta University.) 
Mukherji, Eai Bahadur Satiah Chandra. [Hooghly Rural (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. fMidnapore South-East 
(Non-Muhammadan ) . ] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. (Nominated Non-official. > 


N 

Nay, Babu Suk Lai. [Khulna ( Non-Muhammadan ).] 

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non -official.) 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kasaimbazar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Nfizimtiddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, c.t.e. [Minister.] [Bokar- 
ganj Soulh (Muhammadan).] 

Norton, Mr. II. R. (Calcutta Trade/s Association.) 


0 

Ordieh, Mr. J. E. [Dacca and Chittagong (European').] 
Ormond, Mr. E. C. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 


P 

Philpot, Mr. If. C. V. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Poddar, Seth Hunuman Proead. [Calcutta West ( Non-Muhammadan ).l 
Prentice, the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R , c.s.i., c.t.e. (Member, Executive 
Council.) 


ft 

Raheexu, Mr. A., c.t.e. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Ariiur. [Mymenaingh North -West (Muhammadan).) 
Rahman, Mr. A, F. [Uangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Hahman, Mr. A. F. M. Ahdur. [24*Parganas Rural (Muhamma- 
dan),] 
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II 


Jftaikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Bai Mah&sai, Munindra Deb. [Hooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Babu Amulyadhan. [Jessore South iXon-Mubammadaii).) 

Bay, Babu Khetter Mohan. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Babu Nagendra Naravan, b.l. [Rangpur East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Bay, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajahahi Landholders.) 

Bay, Maharaja Jagadish Nath, of Dinajpur. [Dinajpur (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar, m.a. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble Raja Sir Mamnatha Nath, kt., of 
San tosh. (Dacca Landholder*.) 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Satiah Chandra. [Mymensingh East (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ross, Mr. J. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Rout, Babu Honeni. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Ilaribttiisa. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu .Titendra Nath. [Jesaore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Natb. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Saileawar Singh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Roy, the Hou'ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. [Minister.] (Burdwan 
South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Hem Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 
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Baadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [24-Parganas Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sam ad, Maulvi Ahdua. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath, kt., c.i.k. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Barker, Rai Sahib Rehati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sen, Mr. B. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Sen, Mr. Giris Chandra. (Expert Nominated.) 

Sen, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
8en Gupta, Dr. Naresh Chandra. [Mymensingh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Singh a, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong landholders.) 

Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 


* PrsshWnt of the Bones] LegUUtivt Council. 
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Sinha, Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, o! Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrack pore Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan). J 


T 

Thomas, Mr. M. P. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Travers, Sir Lancelot, kt., c.i.e., o.b.e. [Rajshahi (European).] 


W 

Wilkinson, Mr. H. R., c.i.e. (Nominated Official.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Worthington, Mr. R. H. (Indian Mining Association.) 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Thirty-eighth Section.) 

Volume XXXVIII — No. 3. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council aseembied under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 14th March, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Prevent: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Baja Sir Manmatiia Nath Bat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of San tosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’hle Ministers and 101 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The following members made an oath or affirmation of their 
allegiance to the Crown : — 

Mr. B. R. Sen. 

Mr. G. W. Leeson. 

Mr. M, P. Thomas. 


Starred Quest lone 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Mumb * cf books to be approved by the Text-heck Committee. 

•Ilk Rai KESHAS CHANORA SANCR4I Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that 
rule 10-vi and rule 17 of the Text-book Committee limit the number 
of Woks to he approved in English, vernacular and mathematics to 
SO, and in other subjects to 50? 



H QUESTIONS. [14ra Mawm, 

(b) If the answer *to (a) i* in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minuter be pleated to state why the latter umber wee changed to 
16 in the instructions printed on the forms on which the members were 
asked to record their opinions ? 

. (c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what effect or 
result the said change had produced? 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kbwaja Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) The original intention was to limit the number of books 
to be approved in such other subjects to 50 for all the classes, but 
owing to a mistake “50 in the case of each class’’ was printed in the 
rules. It was thought that the most satisfactory way of rectifying the 
mistake was to alter the number to “15 in the case of each class.” 


Maulvi EYED MA 4 ID BAK8H2 Will the Hon’blc Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state u ho is responsible 
for the mistake? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 


Registrar of Aasuranees. 

•106. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: («) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Registering Officers in Calcutta 
going out ou commission Jor^registration of documents are usually 
provided with conveyance by the parties concerned? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that even in such cases the 
present officiating Registrar of Assurances has charged travelling 
allowance? e 

<c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, do the Government 
propone to take in the matter ? 


Tho M to Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: <„> When the pmtv 
offers to take tbs Registering Officer in his car, the officer ac ce pts the 
offer out of courtesy. ^ *** 



P«.] ■ QUESTION!. It 

V' .y* 

(6) The fees and travelling allowance prescribed by the raise are 
deposited at the time of the presentation of the deed and ihe commie- 
eioa » generally executed on a subsequent date. The pr ese n t 
Registrar of Assmances has charged the travelling allowance payable 
in accordance with the Table of Fees. 

(c) Government do not propose to take any action. 


Ma»«v! mo MAJID BAKtH: Docs the Registrar draw any 
traveling allowance when he travels free? 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mitllvi BY ED MAJID BAKBHs I* that allowable under the rules? 

The HoftWo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 


Books and periodicals in Coveritmaftt oollegH and sohools. 

MOB. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: Will the Hon bie 

Minister in charge of the Education Deportment he pleased to lay on 
the table a statement for the last 5 years regarding each of the — 

(7) Government Colleges, 

(2) Normal Schools, and 

(3) High Schools — 

showing — 

(t» the number of books added every year; 

DV' annual expenditure on hooks and periodicals; 

(>*») establishment charges; 

(iV) approximate number of books issued to students; and 
(*) total number of books in stock and speciality of collection? 

Han't*. Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN t The compilation of 
them statistic* would involve a laborious inquiry which Oovenraeot 
regret they an usable to undertake. 



i# 


QUESTIONS. 


[14th Moca, 


Library torts. 

# 1tT. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAEAI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
the minimum library requirements prescribed by the Education 
Department for the secondary schools receiving grant-in-aid from the 
Government? 

(b) Does the Education Department publish any list of selected 
books — both English and vernacular — suitable for school libraries? 

(<?) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(*) who compiles the list; and 

(it) when was the last list published? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether books 
suitable for the students of the primary classes are included in the 
said list? 


Th# HOfl’Ma Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The Government 
grant-in-aid rules do not specifically lay down the minimum require- 
ments of libraries of secondary schools. 

(b) Yes. 

( c ) (t) The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal. 

(it) In December, 1926. A new list is under preparation. 

(d) Yes. 

Maillvi EYED MAJID BAKEH: Does the Director of Public 
Instruction compile the list after reading the books? 

Tto Hwt’Ma Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Not always. 

Mftuhri EYED MAJID BAKEH: How does he compile the list 
without reading the books? 

Tto Han*** Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: With the help of 
his assistant*. 



QUESTIONS. 


17 


msL) 


»1«8. Mr. BYAMAPROBAD MOOKERJEEl Will the Hoa’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleated to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the total number of persons at present detained or imprisoned 
for political offences under the ordinary law or any of the 
special ordinances; and 

(**) the number of such political prisoners that may have beet 
released or discharged during the last six months? 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (i\ Vp to the 4th February the number of 
persons convicted in connection with the civil disobedience movement 
under the ordinary law and under Ordinances 11, IV and V of 1932 
was 3,180. 

(ii) The number of such persons discharged after arrest up to tlie 
same date was 1,100. 


Tangail-Mymensingh rood. 

M09. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UPJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ hie Minister in charge of the I^ocal Self-Government Department 
bo pleased to state whether the Government on the recommendation of 
the Hoad Board intends to do any works in the district of Mvmen- 
singh ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the roads 
intended to be undertaken? 

fc) Is it a fact that the construction of the District Board road 
running from Mvmensingh to Tanguil via Madhupur and leading up to 
Mineapur will be taken up? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, what ia the estimated 
cost of the construction of the said road ? 

(«) Will the new rood be constructed along the line of the exist- 
ing District Board road, or according to convenience, will it be allowed 
to deviate in some places ? 

(/) When will the said construction be actually undertaken? 

(g) When is it expected to be completed? 



it 


QUESTIONS. 


[14th Manes, 


MINISTIR in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a), (6), (c) and 

(d) The five-year programme approved by the Government of India 
includes an item of Rs. 3, 76,000 for the reconstruction and bridging of 
the Tangail-Mymensingh road. 

(e) The District Board appear to favour bridging and reconstruction 
along the line of the existing road but the estimates have not yet been 
received in their final form. 

(/) When the estimates are sanctioned. 

(g) No forecast can at present be made. 


Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether that is the only solitary work that 
has to be done in the Mymensingh district? 


The HofPbte Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 


Number of persons arretted and oonvieted in connection with the civil 
disobedience movement. 

•110. Maulvi HASSAN ALI : Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political Department l>e pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing — 

(i) the total number of persons in Bengal arrested in connection 
with the civil disobedience movement up to the 1st of February, 1932; 

(»i) the number of persons convicted in connection with that move- 
ment up to the first week of February, 1932, district by district ; 
(mi) how many of those referred to in (it) are, district by district, — 

(«) Muhammadans ; 

(b) Hindus; and 

(c) females? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (i) Up to the 4th of 

February, 1932, the total number of arrests was 4,292. 

(it) A statement is laid on the table. 

(tit) (a) and (&) Information has not been received, and U not 
readily available. 

(e) A statement is laid on the table. 



QUESTIONS. 


Untement refitted to in the reply to clause (tt) of starred g ue s teem 
No. 110 thawing the total number of ocnvictions in connection 
with civil disobedience movement up to 4th February, 1932, 
district by district . 


Burdwnn 

... 186 

Suri 

7 

Bankura 

74 

Midnapore 

218 

Hooghly 

280 

Howrah 

33 

24-Parganns 

269 

Calcutta 

617 

Krishnagaf 

96 

Berhauipore 

134 

Jessore 

11 

Khulna 

63 

Iiajshahi 

78 

Diuujpur 

137 

Jnlpoiguri 

119 

Darjeeling 

8 

Rangpur 

60 

Bogra 

109 

Pabna 

118 

MbJda 

6 

Dacca 

193 

Myraensingh 

18 

Farid pur 

249 

Bari sal 

23 

Comilla 

... 247 

Chittagong 

1 

Noakhali 

63 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (Hi) ( c ) of itarred question 
No. 110 showing the number of females convicted in connection 
with the civil disobedience movement up to 4th February , 1932 1 


district by district. 

Burdwan 

8 

Suri 

1 

Bonkura 

... ... 

Midnapore 

3 

Hooghly 

6 

Howrah 

4 

24-'Parganas 



Calcutta 

... 55 

Krishnagar 

... 15 

Berhampore 

6 

Jesaore 



Khulna 

... 18 

Rajshahi 


Dinajpur 

... 18 

Jalpaiguri 


Darjeeling 


Rangpur 

... ... 

Bogra 

... 14 

Pabna 

... 10 

Mai da 


Dacca 

3 

MyincriMingb 


Farid pui 


Barisal 


Comilla 

... 12 

Chittagong 


Noakhali 




Total 


173 
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Mr. SHANTI tHEKHARISWAR RAY l Will the Hea’ble Member 
be pleaded to state if the Government propose to release immediately 
the female prisoner® convicted in connection with the civil disobedience 
movement P 


The Hoft'Me Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE* Those who will give an 
undertaking will be released. 


Non-official visitors of Chittagong Jail. 

•111. Ha|i BADI AHMED CHOWDHURYl (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(«) what is the present number of jail visitors in Chittagong; 

(ti) who they are; and 

(m) of them, who visited the Chittagong Jail last, and when? 

(6) Have any orders Wn issued prohibiting the non-official visitors 
from visiting the Chittagong Jail? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what is the reason 
foT the issue of the said orders? 

( d ) If no such orders are in force, why was the permission with- 
held even when the intention to visit the jail was expressed in writing 
by a non-official visitor? 

(e) Is it permissible for jail visitors to visit the jail concerned 
whenever they so desire? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, what are the reasons? 

MEMBER in ohargo of POLITICAL (JAILS) DiPARTMENT 
(tho Hon’ble Sir B. B. Choi#): (a) (i) t (it) and (it t) At present there 
are two non-official visitors, namely, Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 
the questioner himself, and Maulvi Nural A bear Choudhury, M.L.C., 
of whom the former visited the jail last on the 19th March, *1930. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not ariae. 

( d ) Government have no information of such permission having 
been withheld. 

<*)* Tee. 

(f) Done not arise. 
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■ftarkhali Co ope mti w Celoniintion. 

•fit Na|i ftAOl AHMED CHOWDHURY : (a) Will tl 10 Hoa'ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Co-operative) 
Department be pleased to state whether he knows of any proposal to 
elect this year an embankment in Block No. 3 of the Badarkhali Co- 
operative Colonisation? 

( b ) If so, do the Government intend contributing any money 
towards the erection of the said embankment? 


MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
(CO-OPERATIVE) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ We Nawab K. C. M. 
ParoRui, Khan Bahadur)! (a) No. 

(h) The question does not arise. 


r 

Separation of tha Legislative Department from the Counoil 
Department 

•113. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) With reference to starred question 
No. 12 answered on the 20th July, 1931, will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to state— 

(t) what progress has now been made towards the establishment 
of a separate Legislative Council Department under the 
Hon’ble the President; 

(ti) whether any scheme about this has been framed or approved by 
Government ; 

(m) whether any scheme or proposal regarding this has been 
received from the Hon’ble the President, and if so, whether 
•uch scheme or proposal involves any, and if so, what addi- 
tional staff or expenditure; and 

(tv) whether he contemplates placing any scheme for the suggested 
separate I^egislative Council Department before this Council ; 
and if so, when? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of Hie names of all the provincial 
Legislative Councils where such a scheme has been already introduced? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’Me 
Member be pleased to state whether in any of the Provincial Connells 
where the scheme has been introduced, the post of Secretary is held 
hy e member of the Indian Civil Service? 
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HE MB I VI In tfcarfl of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (IBi 
ViffclU Sir R. B. CliMI)t (<l) <t) The principle of separation has been 
accepted by Government. The present position is that further proposals 
have been received from the Hon’ble the President and were discussed 
at the conference held on the 22nd January, 1932, under the Chairman* 
ship of His Excellency the Governor and attended by the Hon’ble 
Members in charge of the Finance and Legislative Departments, 
respectively, the Hon’ble the President of the legislative Council and 
the Secretary in the Legislative Department. 


(tV) Schemes have been framed by the Hon’ble the President and 
the Legislative Department but none has so far been approved by 
Government on the grounds of difficulties of practical application and 
extra cost. 


(its) See the answer to (it). The Hon’ble the President’s original 
scheme which is more or less restricted to the staff necessary for the 
proposed Council Department has been considered, inter alia , to make 
insufficient provision both in regard to personnel and rates of pay. 
This scheme together with the staff considered necessary for the 
separated legislative Department will, if the Hon’ble President’s 
proposals in regard to personnel and rates of salary are adhered to, 
require an extra monthly sum of approximately Its. 566. 

(ir) The Hgn'ble the President’s further proposals are under con- 
sideration. Any scheme which the Government sanction will be 
brought to the notice of the Council. 


(b) Yes. 

(c) Government have no reliable information but will inquire and 
inform the questioner. J 


Mttflvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJIS Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the question of 
extra cost is the only difficulty in the way of separation f 


TIM HMPfcti iff R. B. CHOSE* Yes, just now it is so. 

Mantel IYED dACALUDDIN HASHEMYi I« the Hon’ble Member 
considering the desirability of reducing or withholding All extra 
expenses in giving effect to the separation at once? 

fttt IWM t Sir B. B. CHOSE: The question seem* to be one of 
Ooct and if extra ooat ia involved, it will be very difficult to incur B 
just now. 
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Bftbu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hon'Me Member 
be pleased to state the total amount of extra cost required for this 
separation ? 

The Hon'Me Sir B. B. CH08E: It is given in answer to (a) (tit), 

viz., Rs. 566. 

Bibu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state the extra cost for the upkeep and maintenance of 
the separate department? 

The Hon'ble 8ir B. B. CH08E: I want notice. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: U the Hon'ble Member 
aware that with the initiation of the reforms extra cost will be incurred 
for the purpose of separating the Legislative Department from the 
Council Department ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: The question is hypothetical and 
I am not aware what extra cost will be necessary. 

Bobu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHUBY: Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the extra cost mentioned 
in the answer, m., R$. 556, is not trivial considering the unanimous 
wishes of t he Council in the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8ir B. B. CH08E: It is a question of opinion. It 
is for the Finance Member to say whether he is prepared to pay the 
money. 

Maulvi 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state whether it is not ft fact that since the 
removal of this department to the present building, additional expendi- 
ture, both recurring and non-recurring, has extraordinarily gone up 
By thousands of rupees? 

The Hon’ble 8ir B. B. CHOSE: I want notice. 

Mmtlvi 8YED MAdIO BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Member bo 
pleased to state whether it is not possible to adjust the expenditure 
in such a way that it would not cost Rs. 556 in sanctioning a separate 
comprehensive scheme? 
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Tin Hon’ bit Sir B. B. CHOBEt The Hoa’We'Finaiici Member hw 
Mi yet been able to do it, and I suppose further questions will be 
unnecessary because the Government is committed to the principle of 
separation. 

Baton 4ITENDRALAL 8ANNERJEE: Is the sum of Rs. 656 like 

the last straw that will precipitate the bankruptcy of this Government? 

The Mon’ble Sir B. B, CHOSE: Possibly. 

Meulvi HUB RAHMAN {THAN EU8UFJI: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to refer to the answer given by tbe Hon’ble Bit 
Provash Chunder Mitter fm the 24th of July last saying that 4 'extra 
cost does not stand in the way of separation”? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. Be CHOSE: The financial conditions have 
changed since then. 

Wesleyan Mission Collegiate School, Banhura. 

M14. Baby SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Kducation Department been drawn 
to the useful work done bv the Wesleyan Mission Collegiate School in 
the town of Bankura? 

(6) Is it a fact that- — 

(i) the said school is situated on the eastern side of the town; and 
(it) the Wesleyan Mission College, to which the said school is an 
ancillary, is on the western side? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the 
fact that the great distance Ik* tween the college and the collegiate school 
stands in the way of close supervision, and other improvements of? the 
school by the college authorities? 

(d) Is it a fact that the college authorities projected the removal of 
the school building to the spacious college compound comprising 
more than one hundred and ten bighas of land and moved tbe autho- 
rities for permission? 

(«) Is it a fact that permission was not granted owing to the proxi- 
mity of the Zilla School ? 

(/) If the answers to (d) and (e) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are con- 
sidering the desirability of granting necessary permission allowing the 
authorities of the Wesleyan Mission Collegiate School to remove the 
school building to the college compound ? 
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Tilt Htn'Mi Mr* KHWAdA NAZfMUDBIN: (a) No. He is, how- 
ever, aware that the school is doing good work. 

(b) (0 Yes. 

(it) Yes. 

(c) Yes: this is one of the arguments used in favour of its removal. 

(d) Yes. They applied for permission to begin the work in anti- 
cipation of receiving a building grant from Government. 

(e) No. Government raised no objection on the ground of the proxi- 
mity of the Zilla School. They informed the school authorities that no 
permission was necessary. If the school authorities proceeded with the 
construction of the new buildings, they must do so on their own 
responsibility, as it was not possible to say when, if at all, a building 
grant could be given towards the scheme. 

(/) The question does not arise. 


Text-books for middle schools. 

* 115 . Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: With refer- 
ence to the Correction Slip No. 1 to the Bengal Education Code, 1931 
(page 395), under the heading “III — The Duties of Schools in relation 
to the approved lists of books,” will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(f) what is meant by the words “an undesirable book” in clause 23 
of the same correction slip ; and 

(it) the reasons for not extending to the unaided middle schools the 
privilege of selecting hooks from outside the list of text-books 
approved by the Text-book Committee given to the unaided 
high schools? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (i) An undesirable 
book is one containing sentiments which are objectionable on moral, 
political or religious grounds, 

(it) Pupils in middle schools, unaided as well as aided, are eligible 
to compete for middle scholarships, which are awarded by Government 
and the examinations for which are conducted by the Education Depart- 
ment. To secure a uniform standard of efficiency in middle schools, it 
has been provided that candidates from an unaided middle school, in 
which text-books outside the approved list are in nse, shall be liable to 
exclusion from competition for these scholarship*. A similar proviso 
was not applied to high school scholarships because these are 
Awarded on the results of the Matriculation examination, the taxt* 
books for which are selected by the University. 
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•tia Mr. ft. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
(he Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Department be pleased to state 
what action has been taken for giving effect to the promise made by him 
in this Council on the 18th March, 1931, “to discourage in future 
settling shops with women irre>i>eetive of the consequences on the 
revenue of the department” ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a com- 
parative statement showing district by district in the presidency, the 
reduction in the number of female licensees for the said shop in 1931 as 
compared with those in the previous year? 

MINISTER in eharge of AGRICULTURE ami INDUSTRIES 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): 

(a) The Collector of the district referred to in the undertaking given 
on March 18, 1931, has been directed to settle no more packwai shops 
with women, 

(b) As the undertaking was given on n date when the settlements of 
excise shops for 1931 w'ould in normal cases be complete, no purpose 
will be served by instituting a comparison between the number of female 
licensees in 1931 and in the previous year. 

Mavivi SYED 4ALALUDDIN HASHCMYl Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether after the direction given to the 
Collector of the district, any more shops were settled with women? 

Tht Hen’Mt Mr. BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY I Certainly not. 


•fate Medical Faculty Examination Centre at Daaoa. 

•117. Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur* (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Ix>eal Self-Government (Medical) 
Department be pleased to state whether the members of the State 
Medical Faculty visited Dacca to consider the proposal of making Dacca 
an examination centre? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the report of the said 
committee? 

MEMBER In cfcsrgc of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
(MEDICAL) DEPARTMENT (the HfiPM# Mr. W. D. N. Print Me) I 

(«) A committee of Eve members of the go v e rning body of the State 



28 


QUESTIONS. 


[14th MaAOT 

Medical Faculty was appointed to consider this questiomlef Whmja three 
visited Dacca on the occasion of the inspection of ftdmal institution* 

(b) No report has yet been submitted to Governn^p-lmt it is under- 
stood that the committee referred to above are considering the report 
of these three members. 

R&i 8ATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadtfr: Will the Hon’bla 

Member be pleased to state when the Government expects to . finally 
consider the report of the committee in question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: When it is submitted. 

tor. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state since when he has been placed in charge of the Medical 
Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have been placed in 

charge of Medical education. 


Calcutta Corporation. 

*118. Mr. P. N. CUHA: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Local Self-Government Department aware that charges of neglect of 
duty, political bias, racial discrimination, irresponsible way of spending 
the rate-payers’ money, favouritism, extraordinary delay and running 
the entire machinery of the Corporation for the benefit of a particular 
political organisation have been frequently levelled against the Corpo- 
ration and denied by the people in charge of the institution? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that widespread dissatisfaction 
prevails in Calcutta against the way in which the administration of the 
Co i porn turn is conducted by a certain number of Councillors who. had 
always been in the majority since 1924 and who belong to a certain 
political organisation? 

(cl If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are* in 
the interest of the Corporation, thinking of inquiring into the working 
of the Corporation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) and (6) 

Government are aware that such complaints have been made. 

(c) Government are considering the desirability of appointing a 
committee for this purpose. 
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JALALUDDIN HASHCMYl Will the Hon'ble 
to state who are the parties who made these 

TIM Hon*Ma Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY l The public of 
Calcutta. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSHi Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that the Corporation are elected 
by a rote of the majority of the people of Calcutta? 

TIM Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROYl Yes. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
aware that certain complaints were forwarded to the Corporation for 
consideration? 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Complaints 

appeared in the Minutes of the Corporation, and were presumably by 
the members of the Corporation itself. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Has any definite complaint 
been made to Government Y 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY! No. not yet. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, if the Corporation wan elected by majority 
of the rate-payer**, it was the minority who were making such 
complaints Y 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY! That is a matter 
of opinion. 



Calcutta Corporation. 

•11St Mr. P. N. CUHA! (a) It the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Local Self-Government Department aware that since 1924 the Cor- 
poration hat invariably appointed Executive Officers and departmental 
heads only for short periods and thereby kept them in suspense regarding 
their future career P 

(b) It the Hon’ble Minister aware of the general complaint in 
Calcutta that the Councillors of the Corporation interfere too much iu 
the work of the executive authorities and thereby make it impossible for 
them to maintain proper discipline amongst the staff P 
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(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the viU the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if, in the interepSp^ theliprk of 
the Corporation, Government are thinking of devisi|«|pays and means 
to make the position of the officers engaged in doinjjf Ihe work of the 
day to day administration more secure and unembatrassing? 


The Hon’bJe Mr, BUOY PRASfcO BiNQH ROYl (a) and (b) Gov< 
ernment are aware that these complaints have been made. 

(c) See reply to clause (c) of starred question asked by Mr. P. N. 
Guha at this meeting on an identical subject. 


Mtlllvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: la the Hon ’He Minister 
aware that Mr. P. N. Guha is a nominated member of tbe Corporation? 

(No answer). 


Caioutta Corporation. 

•IBS. Mr. P. N. GUHA: (a) Will the Hon’ He Minister in charge 
of the IhhuiI Self-Government Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government contemplate reviewing the working of the new’ Muni- 
cipal Act in the city of Calcutta ? 

(b) Is the llon'ble Minister aware of the probable separation of 
tbe Garden Reach area and of the small amending bills that have been 
passed by this Council or are pending decision? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of — 

(*) taking the whole act into consideration in the near future; and 

(n) appointing a committee with proper representation of the 
Corporation in it to make a thorough, searching and com- 
.plcte inquiry into the working of the present Act since it 
was brought into force and to submit a comprehensive 
report for the guidance of the Government in their task 
of making necessary amendment? 

The HofPMe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: <a) See the 

answer to clause (c) of starred quest iou asked by Mr. P. N, Guha at 
this meeting on an identical subject. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) (i) sod (*i) See («), 



QUESTIONS. 


II 



Impaatart and Infndwn «f Utmhk 


•Itl. Maulvi ABDUS MM AD: (a) Will the Hon* We Minister 
in charge of the Education Deportment be pleased to state what are 
the rules that govern the transfer of — 

(i) Divisional Inspectors of Schools, 

(«t) Divisional Inspectresses of Schools, 

(Hi) Assistant Inspector of Schools, and 
(tr) Assistant Inspectress of Schools 1* 


(b) Where can the rules be found in detail? 

(c) Is it a fact that the posts of Divisional Inspectors and DivU 
sional Inspectresses of Schools are filled by senior-most Assistant Inspec- 
tors or Assistant Inspect resses respectively? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ We 
Minister be pleased to state how such vacancies are filled up? 


Tha Hon'Wa Mr. KNWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (6) There 

are no rules governing such transfers. 

(c) No: not necessarily. More importance is attached to merit than 
to seniority. 

id) The jxmts of Divisional Inspectors of Schools and of Inspeo» 
tresses of Schools are in the Indian Educational Service, and since the 
stoppage of appointment to that service from 1924 the vacancies in 
such posts have been filled, on an officiating 1ms is, by competent officers 
of the Bengal Educational Sendee either of the inspecting or of the 
teaching line. Seniority is not the only criterion for selection for such 
posts; experience and administrative ability, coupled with seniority, 
are the factors which determine the selection. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN : Will the Hon’bl* 
Minister be pleased to state bow long it is desired to keep these officers 
on an officiating basis? 

Tha Han’bi* Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: As soon as we intro- 
duce the grade I of the Educational service, this will cease. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAO ABDUL MOMIN: When do the Gov. 
eminent contemplate introducing thatP 

Tha HannHa Mr. KMWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: It is still under con- 
sideration. 
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Mr. HARE NORA KUMAR BAtU: Is it not a fact that this time 
last year, the Hoa’ble Minister stated' that the grading would be intro- 
duced in the course of 1931 ? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, under the cir- 
cumstances I was compelled to say that : the scheme is not yet complete* 

Matilvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Is it not a fact that grade I has 
already been introduced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Who to decide establishment questions. 

•122. MaiHvi ABDU8 8AM AD: (a) Will the Kon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department l>e pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that for administrative jniri>oses, the member in charge of a parti- 
cular department is regarded as the Local Government? 

(b) Is it a fact that for decision of establishment questions or 
departmental matters, the member in charge of the department con- 
cerned is regarded as the Local Government? 

(c) Is it a fact that the orders of the member in charge are invari- 
ably sought whenever the orders of the Local Government on establish- 
ment matters are necessary? 

Tho Hon’ble Mf. W. D. R. PRENTICE: <a), (6) and (c) “Local 
Government” is defined in section 134 (4) of the Government of India 
Act and all business including establishment matters, both on the 
reserved and on the transferred sides, is transacted in accordance with 
the provisions of section 49 of the Act, and the rules and orders framed 
thereunder. 


Stenographers. 

•123. Mmulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the Bengal Secretariat and 
elsewhere under the Bengal Government — 

(i) the present total strength of stenographers; 

(it) the total number of recruitments made since the year 1921; 
and 

(tit) the names of the recruited candidates? 
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; :(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
Muslim candidates in future vacancies as stenographers until their 
proportionate number is reached? 


MEMBER Hi oliarge ef FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Han’Ma 
Mr. At Marr): (a) A statement is laid on the table so far as the Bengal 
Secretariat is concerned. As regards other offices under this Govern- 
ment, the information is not available and could not be obtained with- 
out a laborious inquiry which Government regret they are not prepared 
to undertake. 

(b) No definite proportion ha* been fixed for Muhammadan recruit- 
ment to these posts. But every endeavour will be made to recruit 
Muhammadans on the occurrence of permanent vacancies, if suitable 
candidates present themselves. 


Statement referred to in the answer to danse (a) of starred question 
No. 123 of stenographers of the Bengal Secretariat . 

(i) The present totul strength of stenographers — 21. 

Hi) The total number of recruitments mode since the year 1921—#. 
(Hi) The names of the recruited candidates: — 

1. Balm Satish Chandra Banerji, a. A. 

2. Mr. A. Tagadisan. 

d. Baht! Jatindra Nath Mukherji. 

4. Babu Nagendm Nath Banerji. 

A. Bobu Saroj Kumar Nog Oboudhtiry. 
ti. Babu Torek Nath Dutt. 

7. Babu Tuisilochan Ganguly. 

8. Babu Piobodh Prokaah Roy. 

Mauls! EYED MAJID RAKiHs With regard to statement (Hi) are 
we to understand that except the first, all the rest are non-graduates ? 


The Han’Ma Mr. A. MARRi It appears so. 

Maohri EYED MAJID BAKEHi Is it not very difficult for non- 
graduates to report speeches correctly? 

THa Matt** Mr. A. MARRs Not necessarily. 

a 
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MtttM EYED MAJIB BAKBH: Is it not a fact that soma of the 
speakers have experienced difficulty as regards the reporting of their 
speeches, and that in some cases, the reporters have invented speeches 
from their memories P 

The Hen 'bit Me* A. MARA: That depends on the quality of the 
speeches. 


Allowances to employees for work in the Bengal Legislative Council. 

M 94. Dr. 40CtNDRA GHAMORA CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in c harge of the Legislative Department be pleased to 
state whether any allowance is given to the reporters for reporting the 
Council speeches? 

(b) If so, what is the rate of such allowances? 

(c) Is it a fact that they are all Government employees? 

(d) Will the Ifon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any such 
allowances are also given to any other employees for Council work? 

(e) If so, what is the rate of such allowances? 

The Hon'Wc tfrB. ». CHOBE: (a) Yes. 

(b) Five senior reporters get special pay at Us. 150 each per mensem 
and five junior reporters get spec ial [my at Its. 75 each per mensem. 

(o) Yes. 

(d) Yes, to some assistants and typists of the Legislative Depart- 
ment on Council meeting days. 

(e) The rates are as follows: — 

Upper Division assistants at Us. 5 each per day. 

Lower Division assistants at Rs. 4 each per day. 

Typists at Rs. 3 each per day. 

Mm BATIBH CHAR DBA RAY CHOWOHURYl Will the Hon’bie 
Member be pleased to state why the Legislative Department Assistants 
are treated differently from the reporters in the matter of allowances? 

The Hon’bte Sir B. B. CHOBE: 1 do not understand. 1 want 
notice. 

MwNvi BYED JALALUDDIN HABHEMY: Will the Hon'We 
Member be pleased to state whether the Hon'ble the President's clerk 
is getting any allowance f 
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!*• (tartH* Mri.lL CHOtti I want notice. 

*mM Him RAHMAN KHAN EUBUFdl I Will the Hon 'bit Hem- 

bar be pleased to state why tbe reporters are paid allowance* throt^homi 
the year although they are required to work for a certain number of days 
only? 

Tha Hen’bte Sir B. B. CHOSE ! I want notice. 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUBUFJI: Is it a fact that these 
allowances are treated as part of their pay* and count towards pension ? 

Tha Han’bta Sir B. B. CHOSE: 1 want notice, us 1 do i*ot know tha 
facts." 

Maulvi SYEO JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May 1 know why the 
Hon 'We Sir B. B. Ghose should leply to questions with regard to the 
reporter* who are under the Finance Department? The Hon’ble 
Finance Member used to reply to such questions in the past. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I want notice. 


Publication af tha a tal o m o n t at Srimati Bint OaMu the newspaper. 

M25. Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Meinlier in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the Press Officer issued instructions U> 
newspapers in Calcutta not to publish tbe statement of Srimati Bine 
Das made before the Special Tribunal? 

(b) Is the Hon’blr Member aware that a part of the statement was 
published in the StaUtman? 

Tha Hen’bte Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) The member is referred 
to tbe replies (riven on the 2Sad February, 1932, to similar questions 
asked by Mr. Syamaprosad Jfookerjee. 

(b) Ye*. 

Mr. SHANTI BftBKHAftttWAft RAY: Will tbe Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the part of the statement which appeared 
in tbe Sfatetman, was published with tbe approval of tbe Press Officer? 

Thn Mau’Me Mr. W. 0. R. PRINT 101 f Tbe Suusman published 
an expurgated edition as advised by the Press Officer. 
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Additional District Magistrate, Midnapore. 

Bfbtt BATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY* (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the notices under section 4 of the 
Emergency Powers Ordinance (Ordinance No. II of 1932) have been 
served upon many persons in the district of Midnapore over the signa- 
ture of the Additional District Magistrate of Midnapore over designation 
given thereunder as “District Magistrate, Midnapore”? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether the Additional District Magistrate of 
Midnapore has been authorised under the said Ordinance to sign the said 
notices in the manner as described above or to exercise any power Which 
is delegated to him by the District Magistrate of Midnapore? 

The HoflMMe Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Yes. A number of 
orders were signed by the Additional District Magistrate under the 
impression that he was empowered to do so in virtue of notification 
No, 1428 A., dated the 16th February, 1931, vesting him with all the 
powers of a District Magistrate. 

(b) The District Magistrate, Midnapore, has been advised to authorise 
the Additional District Magistrate, under section 57(3), Emergency 
Powers Ordinance, 1932, to exercise any of the powers of the District 
Magistrate under chapter II of the Ordinance, in the circumstances 
specified in sub-section 3 of section 57. 

Mr. R. MAITI: With reference to answer (a), will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether there was any prosecution under the 
notices served by the Additional District Magistrate? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I want notice. 


Unstirred Quart tons 

(answers to which were laid cn the table). 

Bengal Mortem Education Advisory C om mitt ee . 

M. Mr. A. P. M. ABDUR RAHMAN! la) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department ho pleased to state 
when the Bengal Moslem Education Advisory Committee will finish 
its work? 





QUESTIONS, 


37 


(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is a feeling of 
widespread unrest among the Musaalmans apprehending the abolition 
of Special Islamic Institution— Maktab or Madrasah? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAIIMUDOINr («) As the Com* 
mi t tee is still taking evidence, it is not possible to say when the Com* 
mittee will finish its work. 

\b) No. 


Badarkhali Co-operative Colonisation. 

th Haji BADI AHMBD CHOWDHURYl (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Co-operative) 
Department be pleased to state whether they intend reclaiming this 
year the jungly piece of land of the Badarkhali Co-operative Colonisa- 
tion by clearing jungles and erecting embankment? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of settling this land at a reasonable rate 
of rent with those* local agriculturists who ore willing to take the 
settlement on condition of clearing the jungles and of erecting 
embankment ? 

Tim Hon’blo Mawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadurs (a) The 

Chittagong Zillu Kri^hi Snmiti which has taken up the Dadnrkhali 
Colonisation scheme intends to complete the colonisation of Block 
No. 1 and to reclaim fully the 2nd Block this year. It is proposed to 
reclaim the last block next year. 

(b) In view of the circumstances detailed in the reply to question 
(o), the answer to this question is in the negative. 


Moaiam candidates for axotaa and opium shops. 

•7. Khan Sahib Maulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the 
last 'three years* district by district, in the province— 

(t) the total number of — 

(/) Moslem, and 
(£) non-Moslem 

vendors dealing in gnnja , opium, country spirit and foreign liquor; 
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(ii) the number of vacancies under the above heads; and 
(m) the number filled up by — 

(1) Moslems, and 

( 2 ) non-Moslems ? 

( b ) Are the Government considering the desirability of keeping an 
approved list in each district of suitable Moslem candidates for excise 
and opium shops as is the practice in Calcutta? 


The Hon 9 bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Statements 
furnishing the information for the last three years and up to 31st 
December, 1931, are placed on the library table. 

(h) It will appear from the Remarks Column of the statements that 
approved lists of suitable Moslem candidates are maintained in certain 
districts. Orders have been issued for the maintenance of such lists 
in all the districts except Darjeeling. 


Bengal Rural Primary Education Act, 1930. 

•S. Babu SUK LAL NAG: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether in the 
present financial and political crisis the Government are considering 
the desirability — 

(t) of postponing the operation of the Bengal Rural Primary 
Education Act, 1930 (Bengal Act VII of 1930); and 
(ii) of encouraging union hoards in establishing free primary 
schools under Biss* scheme empowering Magistrates on the 
recommendation of the union boards concerned, to fine 
guardians neglecting to send their wards to the nearest 
school ? 


Tl» HOftHMc Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUODIN: (i) In view of the 

present financial and economic condition of the province, Government 
regret that it is impossible to bring the Act into full operation but 
they are considering the possibility of introducing it partially in 
those districts, where the district boards are willing to make over to 
the District School boards to be formed under the Act the amounts 
now spent by them on primary education. 

(it) No. 
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it*! Mwiti TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Will tbe Hoa'Ue Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is a widespread demand by the public for 
tike immediate enforcement of the Act in spite of distress? 

The Hen*Me Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODINl I want notice. 

Maulvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when Government intend to bring the Act into opera- 
tion in the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODIN: That depends on 
economic conditions of the province. 

Maulvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Hus the Government any idea an to 
when the economic diet resit is likely to disappear from the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUODIN: 1 am afraid neither 
the Government nor anybody else can give any answer. 

Maulvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state in what districts the Act is contemplated to lie put into 
operation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUOOIN: I do not think it is 
advisable at this stage to answer this question, because the matter has 
not yet been definitely decided. 

Maulvi TAMIZUOOIN KHAN: It in pro jawed to put jiortiotift of the 
Act into oj>eration in some districts? WJtat jmrtum* of the Act are 
contemplated to be brought into operation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUOOIN: District School 

Boards will be established, but the cess will not be imjxwed, 

Maulvi SYKD MAdID BAKIH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleoesd to state the number of districts boards from which replies have 
been received to the inquiries made to these boards ? 

The HenWe Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUOOIN: About 7 or H. 

3-80 p.m. 

M«*vi BY ID MAdIO BAKSH: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleaaed to state the names of the district beards? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Speaking from 
memory, I can mention Faridpur, Pabna, Chittagong, Noakhali, 
Jessore, Tippera, Mymensingh, Khulna and Bakarganj. 

Mtulvi 8YID MAJID BAKiH: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when the Government is contemplating to introduce 
this Act into these districts? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: As I have said, we are 

still in correspondence with them and till our terms are accepted by the 
district boards, we cannot say which of the district boards will come 
under our schemes. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the nature of the corresjKmdence between the Govern- 
ment and the district Itoards? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The district boards 
agreed to our claims subject to certain conditions and some of those 
conditions are impossible. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what .steps Government have taken for the 
adequate supply of teachers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that thi* 
question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister lw pleased to state whether the Government will agree to bring 
the Act into oj>erntioii in a district where the majority ofvthe people in 
spite of their acute economic distress want the Act to be introduced? 

The Hen ’We Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: If Government are 
satisfied that the majority of the people are really wanting to have the 
Act introduced, Government will consider the desirability of introduc- 
ing it. 

Khen Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state how the Government will be satisfied? la 
the Government going to make a referendum to the people of the 
district*? 

The HovtNMo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODINl It is for the dis tricts 
to satisfy the Government that the majority of the people want it. 
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Mhi SATISH CHANDRA NAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hoa’ble 


Minister be pleased to state if the land-holding class also will be con- 
sulted before introducing the measure in any particular district? 


The HonMMo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 


Agricultural and Industrial Schools in the 24-Ptrganas. 

09. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon'bia Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Deportment he pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the present for the district 
>f the 24-Parganas — 

(t> the number and locations of the igricultural and industrial 

schools ; 

<»G the amount of grant received by each such institution either 
from the district board or from the Government ; 

i tii) the subjects taught: and 

(n ) the number of Moslem and non-Moslem boys receiving instruc- 
tion in each institution? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo Nawab K. C. M. Faroqui, Khan 
Bahadur): (t), Oi) (in) and (ir) A statement furnishing the particulars 
in respect of industrial schools in the district of the 24-Parganas is laid 
:m the library table. There are no agricultural schools in the district. 


Administration of Thakurgaon Improvement Fund. 

IS. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: (a) Has the nt! on- 
ion of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Appointment Department 
Men drawn to the evidence in several criminal cases brought against 
kbu Jogesh Chandra Gupta, a pleader of Thakurgaon, regarding 
itr. Phanindra Nath Mukberjee and his administration of the Tbakur- 
faon Improvement Fund? 

(6) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
tfember be pleased to state— (*) 

(*) urhat steps have been taken to have a thorough investigation 
. into the matter; and 

(tt) to punish the officer in question if he is guilty? 
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MIMBER mi ©targe of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Htfi’ble Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) Yes; the extract from a judg- 
ment which is printed below states the facts in connection with this 
fund. 

(b) (?) The Divisional Commissioner investigated the matter. 
(??) None: for none were justified. 


Exhort referred to in the answer to clause (a) of unstarred question 
.Vo. 70 from oiw of the judgments giving the history of the Thakur- 
gaon Improvement Fund. 

It appears from the evidence on record that a fund existed at 
Thakurgaon from long before September, 1926, when Babu Phanindra 
Nath Mukherjee joined there as the Subdivisional Officer. Money was 
realised from the litigant public for works of public utility. There was 
no Managing Committee. Nor were there any accounts. The money 
was with the Sulxlivisional Head Clerk and at the disposal of the 
Subdivisional Officer, Phanindra Babu formed a committee and 
started accounts. The Subdivisional Officer became the President 
and the Subdivisional Head Clerk the Treasurer of the Com- 
mittee. The latter also keep accounts. The local Munsif and 
Babu Bepin Behari Sarkar, pleader, were made Vice-Presidents. Babu 
Oirindra Chandra Chaudhury, pleader, and Babu Mohan Chandra 
Karmakar, mukhtear, were made Joint Secretaries. The accused 
Jogcsh Babu was a member of the Committee. The fund was named 
“The Thakurgaon Improvement Fund.” Money was realised from 
parties in criminal cases on "printed receipts. The Subdivisional 
Officer also realised money from the landlords and big jotedars with- 
out granting them any receipt. All money realised was credited to 
the fund. And in this way a sum of Its. 23,000 or so was realised till 
« month or two before the institution of the present cases against Jogeah 
Babu when the Subdivisional Officer directed that no more money should 
be paid to the fund. I have gone through the accounts and am of 
opinion that they are on the whole satisfactory. The money realised 
from the litigant public was mostly for the withdrawal of non-com- 
poundable coses and for compromising cases compoundable with the 
permission of the court. And there is evidence to show that on many 
occasions the Subdivisional Magistrate did not aUow cases to be with- 
drawn or compounded although parties were ready to make payments. 
Whether it was proper for the Subdivisional Magistrate to realise the 
money is this way or not is quite a different thing. But there is 
nowhere any suggestion that he misappropriated a single farthing. 
And it is admitted on either side that there have been in Phanindra 
Babu’s time various acts of public utility at Thakurgaon, viz, t the 
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extension of the Muhammadan boys’ hostel, the making and the light* 
ittg of the streets, the construction of the burning ghat and the burial 
ground, etc., with the Improvement Fund money. 


Zamimlars' lands and rtvanat. 

71. Manlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lav on the table a 
statement showing for the present — 

(*) the total amount of land revenue annually payable by landed 
proprietors (;nmind<trs t t<il ufohir*, etc. I in the province; 

Ut) the total amount of rent annually realisable by holders of 
revenue-paying estates from their tenants; and 

Hit) the total quantity of klunnar lands held ns ttij khamar by 
holders of revenue-paving estates® 


MEMBER in oharge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (ths Hon’bls 
Sir B. B. Ghoss): <0 The total current demand <>t land revenue for the 
province in 1930-31 excluding a it ears and excluding the revenue of 
estates under direct management was It*. 2,41,13.109. 

m) Statistics of rent payable to proprietors of revenue-paying 
estates are not available. 

(til) Particulars regarding proprietors’ khm land and khamar 
lauds where such exist will be found in Settlement reports, hut figure* 
for the whole province are not available. 


Grants to the district board, Hooghly, for anti-malarial works. 

72. Babtt HARIBANBA ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the amount paid to the Hooghly district board by Government 
during the year 1930-31 as grants for anti-malarial works; 
and 

(it) the amount actually paid to the union boards or anti-malarial 
societies for such works? 
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Thi Hon'Wi Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (t) Amounts paid 

to the Hooghly district board in 1930-31 directly and indirectly con- 
tributing to anti-malarial works were — 

Rs. 

(1) Anti-malaria grant ... 6,500 

(2) Quinine grant ... 3,279 

(exclusive of grant of 
Re. 3,324 distributed 
through Civil Surgeon). 

(3) Rural health units ... 20,991 

(ii) No such giants are paid direct to union boards. Grants paid 


by Government to anti-malarial societies were — 

Rs. 

Chandrakona quinine ... 310 

Central Co-operative Anti-Malarial Society ... 3,300 

Rirnagar Pall i Mnndal ... 3.000 

Rnndel Malaria Society ... 450 


Rent enhancement suits in Mymensingh. 

73. Maillvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble Memlver in 
charge of the Judicial Department l>e pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that for the year 1930, in the district of Mymensingh, the number 
of rent suits, with prayers for enhancement of rents, was 1.681? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to lay on the table a *tate- 
meut showing for the year 1929 in each of the Munsifs’ Courts in the 
district of Mymensingh — 

(i) the number of suits instituted by the landlords for enhancement 
of rents; 

< ti) the maximum rate of enhancement per rupee demanded in those 
suits; and 

(in) the maximum rate of enhancement of rent per rupee decreed in 
these suits? 

MBMBIR in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (thi H«»*tft 
Mr. W. D. R. Prontioo): (a) Yes. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clause ( b ) of unstarred question 

No. 73. 


Court*. 

1 

The number 
of auita 
instituted 
by the land- 
lord for 
enhance- 
ment of 
rente during 
the year 
1929. 

2 

The maxi- 
mum rate 
of enhan- 
cement per 
rupee 
demanded 
in these 
auita. 

3 

The maxi- 
mum rate 
of enhan- 
cement of 
rent per 
rupee de- 
creed in theee 
auita. 

4 



Ha. 

a. 

P- 

Ha. 

a. p. 

Munaif of Sadar, Ut Court* 


2 

4 

0 

0 

4 0 

Mwrudf of Sadar, 2nd Court 

268 

0 

14 

0 

0 

10 0 

Munaif of Sadar, 3rd Court* 


0 

6 

0 

0 

4 0 

Munaif of Lrwarganj 

* iie 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 0 

Munaif of Iswarganj, Additional Court* 

.... 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 « 

Munaif of Netrakona, lat Court . . 

261 

0 

8 

0 

0 

3 3 

Munaif of Netrakona, 2nd Court* 


0 

8 

0 

0 

3 3 

Munaif of Netrakona, 3rd Court* 


0 

8 

0 

0 

4 0 

Munaif of Netrakona, 4th Court* 


0 

8 

0 

0 

3 0 

Munaif of Kiahoreganj 

386 1 

0 

8 

0 

0 

4 0 

Munaif of Bajitpur, 1st Court . 

672 I 

2 

4 

0 

0 

3 0 

Munaif of Bajitinir, 2nd Court 

104 1 

2 

4 

0 

0 

3 0 

Munsif of Jamalpur. 1st Court 

113 

0 

8 

0 

0 

4 0 

Munaif of Jamalpur, 2nd Court 

72 

0 

M 

0 

0 

4 0 

Munaif of Sberpore 

18 

0 

8 

0 

0 

3 0 

Munaif of Tangail, 1st Court 

54 

0 

6 

0 

0 

3 0 

Munaif of Tangail, 2nd Court* 


0 

8 

0 

0 

3 9 

Munaif of Tangail, 3rd Court* 


0 

9 

0 

0 

3 0 


• So rent suite are instituted in theae court*. 


Mtlllvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: I* it not a fact that an enhance- 
ment of ten anna* and eight anna* in the nijwe is exorbitant? 


TH# Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOE: it was a* decreed in the 
suit*. 


Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the Hon ’Me Member be pleased to 
state why and how an enhancement of rent has been shown for courts 
marked with star while it appears that no rent suits are instituted in 
those courts? 


Tl * HufMe Mr. W. D. R. PRENTIOE: I understand that 
rent suits can be transferred from other, court* for trial in these courts. 







QUESTIONS. 


[14th Mamch, 


4» 


Indtvidval anting tystam fit m wi i tipiJ ftiw. 

74. B*u JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department he pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Dhakuria Club submitted a 
representation to the Local Self-Government Department regarding 1 the 
method of voting in the different branches of the self-government 
institutions with reference to — 

( i ) rule 22 (proviso 2) of the Election Rules for mufassal munici- 
palities ; 

(it) rules 7 and 35 of the Election Rules for the union committees 
and local bodies; and 

(tit) rule 18 of Election Rules for union boards? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
suggestion was made to the Government regarding the introduction of 
individual voting system in the municipalities? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what action, if any, has 
Government taken in that connection? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INGH BOY: (a) and (b) A 

copy of a letter dated the 27th June, 1931, which appears to be that 
referred to is laid on the table. 

(c) The revision of the Bengal Municipal Election Rules on this and 
other points will be considered after the passing of legislation now 
contemplated for the Amendment of the Bengal Municipal Act. 


Letter referred to in the ansicer to clauses (a) and (b) of unstarred 
question No. 74. 

Dhakuria Club, 
Dhakuria P. O., 

The 27th June , mi. 

From — Rai Sahib A. C. Thunder, Secretary, Dhakuria Club, 

To — The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Ijocal Self-Government 
Department. 

Election Rules for Mufassal Municipalities. 

I have the honour to invite a reference to rule 22 o»f the Hulas 
published, under notification No. 2180M., dated the 4th July, 1925, and 
to state that under proviso 2 of the said rule each voter is permitted 
to give all or my number of the votes to which he is entitled to any 
one candidate. 
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S. Tlie rales as framed allowed what is known as plural voting 
tick, as a principle, has been discarded in the elections to practically 
H public bodies in India beginning from the Council of State down to 
te union boards in villages. 

8. It is submitted that the basic principle of representative Govem- 
icnt is being denied to the mufassal municipalities in Bengal under the 
bove rules framed by the Government. 

4. I need not dilate on the effects produced in the constitution of a 
ody where representatives are elected by what is known as plural 
oting. In a w*ord the representatives so elected are not really the rep re- 
?ntatives of the people but the representatives of a certain class or 
nterie among the electors. 

5. In this connection 1 beg to draw your attention to rules 7 and 85 
f the Rule# published under notification, dated the loth December, 
886, for the election of members to union committee# and local boards 
nd rule 18 of the Rules published for the election of memlters to the 
mion boards under notification No. 030 T. — L. S. (I., dated the 18th 
iotober, 1919, which distinctly lay down that the electors are not allowed 
o give more than one vote to a single candidate. 

0. In the circumstance# I request you to be good enough to place 
t before the Hon’ble Minister in charge, so that the grievances herein 
nentioned may be removed before the next general election of the 
Tollygunge Municipality which takes place on the 24th August, 1931. 

Grant to tho union boards in tho H oa ghfr distriot. 

75. Babu HARIBANSA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
if the Ixxal Self-Government Department be pleased to state the 
mount of grant, if any, [mid by Government to union boards of the 
looghly district during the year 1930-31? 

Tht Hon’bis Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Nil. 

DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTAR Y GRANTS. 

*4 8 S upe ra nnuation aHowanooo and pension*,” **4SA— C ommu tation 
at pensions inanood from ordinary revenues” and *«6SB— Pa y me nt 
at eommutad value af pinrinn" 

Tbo ManffMa Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Its. 50,000 be 
pranted for expenditure under the heads "46 — Superannuation allow- 
ances and pensions," "45 A — Commutation of [tensions financed from 
ordinary revenues," and "60B — Payment of commuted value of 
[tensions." 
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Sir, the details of these figures have been given in the Memoran- 
dum,, copies of which have been circulated. It will be seen from this 
Memorandum that we have arrived at these figures on the basis of the 
latest information of the actual expenditure of this and other pro- 
vinces. This simply means that we have to revise our revised figures 
and we now expect under these two heads an excess of Rs. 50,000. 
Unless this excess is voted, the matter will have to come before the 
Public Accounts Committee in due course. To avoid this, I now ask 
the Council to vote this sum. 

Mftlrivi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : I beg to mave that the 
demand of Its. 50,000 under the heads “45 — Superannuation allowances 
and pensions,” “46A — Commutation of pensions financed from ordinary 
revenues” and “GOB — Payment of commuted value of pensions” be 
reduced by Rs. 500 (to raise a discussion as to how economy can be 
effected in this expenditure). 

Sir, in moving this motion, I would like to say a few words. My 
idea is that pension# are granted to Government serv ants for subsistence 
in their old age. But nowadays we find more applications for com- 
mutation of jwmsions than in previous years and I believe the reason for 
this is that these pension-holders are losing their confidence in the 
Government and are, therefore, sending in applications for commuta- 
tion of pensions. Sir, my point is this that commutation of pensions 
should not be allowed on principle. The intention is that a pensioner 
should enjoy his pension for a few years in his old age and that his 
pension should not be reduced by commuting it for a lump sum. In 
such cases where a Government servant who has been retired dies one 
or two months after having commuted his pension, the Government 
becomes a loser, and it is not fair to spend public money in this way. 
So I request the Hon’ble Mr. Marr to consider whether the system of 
commutation of pensions should lie abolished and to take steps if neces- 
sary to abolish it altogether. 

Th* Hofl’blt Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I take it that the mover’s inten- 
tion is wholly confined to the commutation of pensions. He has no 
intention to reduce the rates of pensions themselves. As regards com- 
mutation of pensions, there is certainly some force in what the mover 
has said. At the same time, there is a desire expressed by many pen- 
sioners to get a certain portion of their pensions commuted, mainly for 
the purpose of building a house, and we have recognised this claim for 
many years now. It was for that reason that in ordinary years we pro- 
vided a sum of Rs. 6,00,000 a year for commutation of this class of 
pensions, but during the last two years on acoount of adverse financial 
circumstances, we have had to reduce very much the sum that we used 
to budget under this head. Even now there are applications which have 
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Utt pending for three year* for want of, money and I think it would 
be wry hard on these men who have come near the top of the lint and 
Raw in the meantime incurred expenditure in building houses, if they 
ehonld be deprived of this advantage. It would indeed be hard on th**m 
if we were to turn round to them and any that we have abolished the 
system of commutation of pensions altogether. For thwe reasons I ask 
the House to reject fhc motion. 

Babll JITENDRALAL BANHERJEE: Is it a fact that as com- 
pared with the Government of India, the budget allotment for com- 
mutation of pensions has been inadequate? 

The HoiPblf Mr. A. MARR: Yes, wo used to budget Hs. G,00,000 
every year, but we had to reduce it to Us. 2,50,000 during the last two 
years, and, therefore, we have had to reduce commutations of jwmsions 
in proportion. 

Babll JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is it a fact that their appli- 
cations are not readily attended to as those of the Government of 
India ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Y es, they are. As soon as the budget 
in. passed, the ready cases are disposed of up to the limit of the budget 
provision. It naturally takes a long time for a man at the tx»<tom of 
the list of applicants to work up to the top. 

The motion that the demand of Us. 50,000 under the heads M 4f> — 
Superannuation allowances and pensions/' “45 A — Commutation of 
pensions financed from ordinary revenues,” and “60 B — Payment of com- 
muted value of pensions” lie reduced by Its. 500 (to raise a discussion a* 
to how economy can l>e effected in this expenditure) was then put nnd 
lost . 

The motion that a sum of Us. 50,000 lie granted for ex|K*nditure 
under the heads “45- ~Suj>eninnuation allowances and |>ensiotis t M “4 5 A — 
Commutation of pensions financed from ordinary revenues’' and “00H— ** 
Payment of commuted value of pensions” was then put and agreed to. 


Ltans ami Atfvanoaa. 

Tilt Hoft'bto Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Ra. 6,77,000 be granted 
for expenditure under the head “Loans and advances Isy Provincial 
Government — Class I — Loans under the Land Improvement and Agri- 
culturists' Loans Acts” in 1031-32. 


4 
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The details of this demand have been given in the Memorandum, 
copies of which have been circulated to the members of the House. 
Again, we are working on three years' actuals. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 6, 77,000 under the head “Loans and advance* by 
Provincial Government — Class I — Loans under the Land Improvement 
and Agriculturists ’ Loans Acts” in 1931-32, be reduced by Rs. WO (to 
discuss the inadequacy of the grant — to suggest measures to give relief 
to the agriculturists — to discuss the methods of distribution of this 
loan). 

Sir, in moving my motion, I shall not refer to all the districts of 
Bengal. It is a fact that economic depression is prevailing throughout 
Bengal, but I shall make a reference to a small subdivision in the 
district of Mymensingh. My hon'ble friend Dr. N. C. Sen Gupta is 
not present here, but he represents this subdivision. Sir, my informa- 
tion is this and the information has reached me from a very reliable 
source that in the subdivision of Tangail almost all agriculturist* are 
in such a deplorable position that they cannot get any money from any 
local money-lenders nor have they got any other source to borrow money 
from to purchase their seeds for the coming year's crops. Under the 
circumstances, they approached some big zamindars of that subdivision, 
of Calcutta and of some other places and they also went to some 
organisations which are rendering help to these people. 

This Its. 0,77,000 is inadequate and I think there is no difference of 
opinion in this House that for a province like Bengal, particularly East 
Bengal, which has been devastated by recent floods, it is up to the Gov- 
ernment to make provisions for these agriculturists, specially in the 
district of Mymensingh. If Government fail to give them proper 
relief now to enable them to purchase seeds for next year, I am afraid 
there will be a very bad agrarian movement, and, the result will be that 
there will be unreet and discontent throughout the district and the 
neighbouring places. 


3-46 p.m. 

I, therefore, sound a note of warning to Government that parti- 
cularly this year they must exercise care and caution to deal with the 
position and I, therefore, suggest to the Hon'ble Member to make pro- 
vision for the agriculturists of Bengal for this year in a way so that 
they will be able to purchase their seeds in due time. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 


tabu SATYA KIMKAR SAHANA: “That the demand of 

R*. 6,77,000 for expenditure under the head ‘Loans and advance* by 



demands for supplementary grants. « 

Provincial Government — Claes I — Loans under the Land Improvement 
mi Agriculturists* Loans Acts* in 1981-32, be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
[mouse the inequality in the distribution of this loan).” 

Mr* H* S* SUHRAWARDY: ‘‘That the demand of Rs, 6,77,000 bo 
granted for expenditure under the head 'Loans and advances by Provin- 
ial Government — Class I — Loans under the Land Improvement and 
Lgriculturists' Loans Act’ in 1931-32, be reduced by Re. 1 (to protest 
gainst the inadequacy of the expenditure under the above head).” 


The HonUHe Sir B. B. CHOSE: Government have met all demands 
ir loans and have from time to time made special inquiries to ascertain 
lie amounts likely to be required. Very late in the year an unexpected 
emand was received and Rs. 45,0(X) have been allot ted to a certain 
istrict at the beginning of this month. Government have recognised 
lat it is absolutely necessary to provide loans to enubie people to pro- 
lice crops and it is believed that the money distributed has been ample 
>r this purpose. 

Government, however, consider that where money is required for 
laintenance, it is better to provide it in the form of test relief works 
here it is possible to open such works. The figures for attendance at 
»t relief works show that the situation has been dealt with adequately. 

With regard to Mymensingh, before the flood Rs. 60,000 was allotted 
>r agricultural loans, and after the flood another Rs. 60,000, for test 
diet works, Rs. 75,000, and for gratuitous relief Rs. 6,000; so it 
takes Rs. 1,00,000 for agricultural loan, Rs. 76, 000 for test relief 
orks and R. 6,0M for gratuitous relief. We have made inquiries about 
le situation in Tangail and the Collector says that there is no demand 
>r any further loans from that subdivision, but we have kept ill 
>eerve a sum of Rs. 48,000 for the purpose of giving loans as the local 
95 cere are not sure whether this amount would he necessary during this 
tooth or the next month. This amount may not be wanted this month, 
at to be on the safe side, we have asked for it. On this ground I sub* 
tit that it would be well if Mr, Hashemy will withdraw his motion. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 6,77,000 under the head "Ixmns 
ad advances by Provincial Government — Class I — Ixians under the 
and Improvement and Agriculturists’ Loans Acts” in 1931-32, be 
idoced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the inadequacy of the grant — to suggest 
ensures to give relief to the agriculturists — to discuss the methods of 
te distribution of this loan) was tben put and lost. 

Tbs motion that a sura of Rs. 6,77,000 be granted for expenditure 
nder the bead "Loans and advances by Provincial Governments Class 
■—Loans under the Land Improvement and Agriculturists* Loan# 
cts” in 1931-32, was tben put and agreed to. 
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9 — Land Revenue, 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: On the recommendation of Hie 
Excellency the Governor, I Wg to move that a sum of Rs. 39,04,000 
foe grunted for expenditure under the head “5 — [.and Revenue.” 

The details of this demand are given on page 30 of the Civil Budget 
Estimate. The subdivisions of this head aie shown in the table 
annexed. Primary units and detailed heads are not shown in the table 
as they are too numerous. 

The total demand is Us. 39 04 lakhs r.s against Rs. 41:11 of the 
budget of 1931-32 and the actuals of the "hire preceding years were — 

1928-29. 1929-30. 1930-31 

Us. Us. Us. 

40:73 45 -.10 45 37 


All items which are not essential or immediately remunerative have 
been excluded, and the present estimate represents the minimum 
requirement which is not susceplible of further cut. Brief explanations 
have been given on page 33 of the Financial Statement about the 
reasons for reductions in the budget estimates. 

Chari/rs of Ad mini stratum — Rood ('ess Valuation and Revaluation 
Establishment — 

Actual, 1930-31 — Us. 1 -39. 

Revised, 1931-32- Us. 121. 

Estimate, 1932-33- Us 1-38. 

It has Wen decided that no new revaluation ojieration will be taken up 
next year. The estimate for 1932-33 provides for expenditure on the 
operations now in progress in the districts of Birbhum, Murshidabad, 
Faridpur, Bakargauj, Chittagong and Tipj>era. The programme of 
these operations too has l>een curtailed as far as possible. 

Management of Government Estates — 

Actuals. 1930-31 — Us. 15 05. 

Ue vised, 1931-32— Us. 16 01. 

Estimate, 1932-33— Us. 14-80. 

The estimate of 1932-33 includes Us. 5*08 for payment of road and 
public works cess to district boards and Us. 52,708 for the payment 
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o I occupier*’ shore of taxes for Paochaanagrom holdings pay- 
able to the Calcutta Corporation. These amounts are recover- 
able from tenants. The estimate, therefore, includes Ra. 9,25,312 
only for management and improvement of Government estates including; 
colonisation of Sundarbans. Thus — 

Management — Its. 5,77,292. 

Improvement — Us. 2,20,000. 

Colonisation of the Sundurbans—Rs. 1,28,000. 

The management grant has l»een reduced to about 8*5 per cent, only 
on the estimated collection of Its. 97,30,000. Under the head 
“ Improvement” provision has l>een made for really urgent and neces- 
sary items. The programme of the colonisation of Kund&rlmn* too has 
been curtailed and 4 lie estimate of local officers has lieen reduced by 
Its.. 97, (MK). No further curtailment is jmssible. 

Survey mul Settlement -On account of the financial stringency, the 
proposed survey anti settlement operations in the districts of Howrah, 
Dinajpur and Mymensingh have* l>een jjostponed. I stud revenue 
lesettlement oj>erations have already f>ee» initiated in the district of 
Jalpaigun and similar operations will Ik* started in 1932-1*13 in the 
district of Midnajxire with a view to increase the revenue of Govern- 
ment, thg resettlements being already due. 

The result of the post ponements of the operations is shown thus — 

O) Major Survey Budget has been reduced by Its. I (>,000 during 
1931-32 and Its. 18,000 during 1932-33,' 

(it) Major Settlement Hudget by Its. 1,44,000 (Its. 1,39,150 
voted and Its. 5,450 non-voted), during 1932-83, 

While for the resettlement operations referred to, the Minor Settle- 
ment Budget has Wn increased by Its. 44,000. A very large number 
of proprietors having come forward to ask for t lie maintenance of the 
records of their estates, a sum of Its. 50,090 in addition has l>ee!i pro- 
vided in the Minor budget for the work, the proprietors Wing required 
to deposit the corresjemding amount in advance Wfore the work m 
started in the respective estates. 

The statement on page 32 of the Financial Statement shows the 
works which relate to this department. It will W seen that out of 
the 6 items shown in it, expenditure is proposed in, respect of 3 only in 
the year 1932-33. Out of these 3, the 2 works at Hangpur are works 
in, progress and are essential and cannot W stopjred. Only one new work 
is proposed for 1932-33, i,r.„ construction of a combined residence for 
the Settlement Officer and Assistant Settlement Officer, Rangpur, at A 
coat of Rs. 50,000. 
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A« the settlement will go on for some years and no residence is 
available at R&ngpur, it is necessary to build one. The capital cost of 
the house will not be debited to the settlement, only the rent while it 
is required for settlement work. The cost of the house will be 
Ra. 60,000, but it will be economical in the long run to build a good 
house as it is required for the residence of the District Judge. 

3-46 p.m. 

Babu (JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 30,000 under the head “5 A — Charges of Administra- 
tion — Pay of land acquisition officers” be reduced by Rs. 101 (to draw 
attention to certain matters in connection with the working of the 
Land Acquisition Deputy Collector of the 24-Parganas). 

Sir, inv object in making this motion is to elicit information about 
one particular officer, viz., Rai Bahadur Jarnini Mohan Ghosh who has 
been posted for some time as Special Land Acquisition Officer in the 
24-Parganas district. If the information elicited is satisfactory, I have 
no desire to push the matter any further. 

Sir, we understood that there was a wholesome rule of Government 
service according to which Government officers were shifted from one 
place to another after a fixed period of, Bay, three years. But there 
has been a striking departure from this rule in the case of Rai Bahadur 
Jarnini Mohan Ghosh who has been stationed at Alipore for the last 
six years since July, 1926. One should like to know why there has 
been this remarkable departure from rule in the present case. 

Again, there is a wholesome rule of the department — Mr. Prentice 
should know something about it, for it was he who laid it down — by 
which I/and Acquisition Officers are required to make local payments 
when the amount of award is small so that poor people may not Lave 
to travel all the way up to district headquarters in order to receive 
payment of a few rupees. But the officer in question does not observe 
this rule, with great resulting inconvenience to the public. 

Again, where joint awards are made, the Land Acquisition Officer 
is required to ascertain the amount that is payable to each individual 
claimant so that there may be no difficulty in drawing the amount. 
But the present officer neglects this salutary rule so that people to 
whom compensation has been awarded find the greatest difficulty in 
withdrawing their respective shares. 

Rome time ago this officer was granted a motor-car allowance of 
Rs. 150 per month in eonsi deration of his work in connection with 
the Calcutta Chord Railway. The work, such as it is, has been long 
over and done with, but the officer still continues to draw his allowance. 
WhyP 
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But there is one case which is more serious and important than any 
that I have just mentioned. In connection with the acquisition of a 
certain area in Dakshineawar, the previous Land Acquisition Officer 
had made an award of Rs. 13,000. The case went on reference where 
a compromise was effected by the present Land Acquisition Officer by 
enhancing the award to Rs. 50,000. And we .should like to be satisfied 
about the reason of this enormous difference. This transaction, I 
understand, was the subject of a question in the Council some time ago; 
and the answer given by the Hon’ble Member is a remarkable instance, 
either of the ignorance of the Government or of the Government’s 
desire to mystify and mislead the Council. It was suggested by the 
Hon’ble Memtar that the difference was due to the fact that no com- 
pensation had been given for certain plots in the original award. T am 
now in complete possession of the facts and shall show how misleading 
this answer was. 

The area involved in the transaction was 2 lay has and (» hut has . 
Out of this compensation had been given for 1 htt/ha and 19 hatfuu r 
leaving only a Imlanre of 7 hath a a for which no compensation had Iwen 
made. These 7 hnthns were waste land covered with jungle and dohas 
and with no structure thereon. And vet for these 7 hathns of waste 
land, the Uai llahadur agreed to a compensation of Rs. 39,000. 
Rupees 9,000 for 1 biyha 19 hathns and Ks. 39,000 for 7 kathas ! And 
I should like to hear from the Hon’ble Member bis explanation of this 
mystery ! 

Thu Hon’bto Sir B. B. CHOSE: Sir, I must first say that the state- 
ment of the mover that there is a rule that every five years a Govern- 
ment servaut is moved from his station is not correct. With regard 
to Land Acquisition Officers, the services of a particular officer may 
be required for a certain purpose, and the services of this particular 
officer were required for the Calcutta Chord Railway. Now, a per- 
s is tent attack has been made against this officer since April last. First 
of all certain communications appeared in the newspapers — in the 
Liberty. This sras followed by several more letters in the Press in 
the same strain 

B*t» JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the Hon’ble Member entitled to refer to what appeared in the 
newspapers? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not? He may be allowed to develop his 
case in his own way. 

IBM JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: The assumption seems to be 
that my information is based on newspaper reports ; but that is not so. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: He has not said anything to that effect You 
can well afford to wait till he says so. We do not yet know why be 
is referring to what appeared in certain newspapers. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But in Parliament, Sir, this 
is not allowed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot base your case on the information 
given in the newspapers; but at the same time it is unthinkable that 
you cannot refer to what appeared in the newspapers in order to develop 
your case if you think such a course advantageous to you. If you 
listen to the Hon’ble Member with patience, you may not have any 
occasion to raise any objection. 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. GH08E: I referred to the newspaper reports 
in order to make clear why it was necessary to make an inquiry. 
What I was going to say is that there was an inquiry into the conduct 
of this officer and I mentioned the newspaper reports because these 
were relevant in connection with this inquiry, — why this inquiry was 
made and the circumstances leading to this inquiry. It was found that 
the allegations were groundless and that the Rai Bahadur was the 
object of an unjustified attack. This was followed by three questions 
in Council last month dealing with the mutter which had appeared 
in the newspapers and full answers were given. In the present session 
also there are four more questions on very nearly the same subject and 
answers to them also will be ready in a few days. From the cnmmuni- 
cations in the Press and the questions in Council the charges may lie 
summarised as follows: — 

The most important item is regarding the compromise of certain 
cases of acquisition for railway. In this matter, the railway author- 
ities at first took as much of a garden house as was required for the 
rail-road leading to the new Wellington Bridge, as this Council rejec ted 
the grant asked for the roadway for vehicular traffic and footpath over 
the bridge. Accordingly, awards were made in four cases concerning 
the garden house. The claimant being dissatisfied with the award 
filed petitions for reference before the I>and Acquisition Judge. It may 
lie stated that by an order of the Government of India, the East Indian 
Railway conduct their own cases and engage their own lawyers and 
even the liegnl Remembrancer exercises no control, and as such the 
I-and Acquisition Officer had no hand in the conduct of the reference 
cases. In 1928, after the sanction of grant for the roadway by this 
Council, further acquisition of the garden house was necessary, and 
the claimant filed a claim for Rs. 10,00,000. During the pendency of 
the four reference cases before the Judge and before the awards in 
the supplementary cases were ready, the Engineer-in-Chief of tin 
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milway, on the advice of the lawyers conducting the cases, compro- 
mised the eases with the claimant for a lump sum of Rs. 50,000 includ- 
ing all claims for damages, severance, injurious affection and statutory 
allowance of 15 per cent, and the Judge in his order sent instruction 
to the land Acquisition Officer to give effect to the terms of the com- 
promise. With the approval of the Collector of the district, the Land 
Acquisition Officer framed his award in the supplementary cases for 
making up the total amount of compromise. So it is quite clear that 
this Land Acquisition Officer had no hand in fixing Rs, 50,000 as 
compensation. He did it under the orders of the l*und Acquisition 
Judge who made the order having regard to the terms of the compro- 
mise entered into by the railway authorities with the claimant. 

Under the terms of the compromise decree, the claimant was to 
demolish the structures within six weeks, and the materials were taken 
charge of by the railway authorities and disposed of by them. The 
Land Acquisition Officer had al solutely no hand in regaul to the 
demolition and disposal of the structures. 1 may odd that the railway 
authorities have their own lawyers and they are quite capable of look- 
ing after their own interest; and they are certainly not to be led by 
any Land Acquisition Officer, however long his service may lie. 

With regard to local payments, a statement was laid on the table 
in answer to the interpellation of Mr, P. Butier ji. It will W evident 
that local payments ure made in many cases and there has been no 
complaint of hardship by any one. 

Then, Sir, there was a case of double payment of Ks. Id and odd 
out of payments covering several lakhs and as soon as tins was brought 
to the notice of the Land Acquisition Officer by the Accounts Officer, 
the person receiving the money paid it hack within two days. 

These ure the two |X)ints which, I understand, have l»een raised 
against the Iatnd Acquisition Officer, and i do not think there is any 
substance in them. 

Babll JITENDRALAL BANNER4EE: The Hon'ble Member said 
that the railway Engineer compromised the case. Hut under the pro- 
visions of the Act is not the Land Acquisition Officer the only person 
who can compromise a case? The parties have no right in this 
respect. 

Tht Hofi’bto Sir B. B. CHOSE: If the parties agree to a certain 
amount of money to be paid by way of compensation, no latnd Acquisi- 
tion Officer would refuse to accept that compromise. 

BabU JITENDRALAL BANNER4EE: But this> not ]*nni»sibW 
under the law. 
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Tht Hen'bie Sir B. B. CHOSE: Well, Sir, I am not very learned 
in the law. 

The motion of Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee was then put and lost. 

[At 4-10 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-25 p.m.] 

Dr. AMULYA VI AT ANi CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,75,000 under the head “5 A — Charges of Administration — Land 
Acquisition Establishment” be reduced by Rs. 100 (delay in Land 
Acquisition proceedings — with special reference to the acquisition of 
Banstala Burning Ghat).” 

Sir, in moving my cut motion under the head “Land Acquisition” 
I beg to draw the attention of the Government and the hon’ble 
members of this Council to the most deplorable state of the oldest 
burning gliat at Howrah, popularly known as the Banstala Burning 
Ghat. I would very briefly describe the features of the existing burn- 
ing ghat which is objectionable from various points of view. With 
the growth of the town of Howrah, a thickly populated bustee has 
sprung up around the place and a big factory, known as the Howrah 
Flour Mills, is situated on the adjoining land to the east. During the 
process of burning of dead bodies, offensive gases are given off and 
these find easy access to the surrounding houses and huts on account of 
their extreme proximity to the burning ground and cause annoyance, 
discomfort and injury to the health of their occupants. 

Attempts were made as early as 1895 for the shifting of the burning 
ghat to the river side on the Ramkrishnapur Grand Foreshore Road, 
but from the available records I find that the military authorities of 
Fort William objected to its riverside removal on the ground that the 
offensive gases in the process of burning of dead bodies in Howrah on 
the west bank of the river will affect the health of the warriors on the 
east bank in Fort William. It was further centended that the health- 
•eekers would also W highly inconvenienced while they would take a 
stroll and drive in their garry on the river side in Calcutta. Un- 
fortunately for me and my fellow residents of Howrah the preposterous 
objections were allowed and the proceedings were dropped. The same 
fate met the project for a site in the Grand Foreshore Road in Ram- 
Krishnapur in 1911. The matter was taken up in right earnest by late 
Rai Charu Chandra Sinha Bahadur of revered memory, the Chairman 
of the Howrah Municipality in 1924, and correspondence passed 
between him on the one side and the Port Commissioners, Collector of 
Howrah, Commissioner, Burdwan Division, and the Secretary of the 
Local Government. Besidcp the objections referred to above, other 
objections are principally based on the ground of health by Fhe 
depot-owners and mill authorities and on the ground of loss of trade 
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by the Port Commissioners. In his letter No. I960., dated 8th May, 
1925, the Collector of Howrah submitted a report to the Commissioner, 
Burdwan Division, to the following effect: since it deals with various 
aspects of the questions, I beg leave to state rather in detail the most 
important portions: — 

“As would appear from a comparative map attached showing the 
changes in the position of the river during the last century and a half, 
the present site originally stood on the river side — a fact also borne 
out in the common with the rest of Hindu cremation places all over the 
country, by the designation of * (/hat ’ attached to it. The river has 
gradually shifted to its present position throwing the old burning /that 
inland bv about 600 yards which is the distance in a straight line from 
the river at the present moment.” 

“The intervening land known as the Ramkrishnapur Char Tauji 
No. 4031 was Government property until about the eighties of the last 
century when it was made over to the Commissioners for the Port of 
Calcutta as a revenue-free grant in perpetuity (rule correspondence 
resting with vour memorandum No. 148R.G., dated 28th February, 
1921).” 

“Under a well-known Hindu custom quite a large quantity of 
Ganges water for various purposes is an essential requisite in a Hindu 
cremation ceremony, r.#/., for bathing the corpse Wfora cremation, 
washing and cooling the pyre and for bathing of the mourners, after 
the cremation.” 

“As many as 50 or 60 pitcherfuls of water, the number varying 
according to the number of mourners are necessary for the second pur- 
pose alone. All the water for the purpose has got to be carried by 
the mourners themselves who usually include in their number young 
and old of both sexes, even children.” 

I am now coming to the most vital part of the problem: — 

“The distance actually to be traversed by the road route from the 
present burning (that to the river (Chintamoni (/hat) is about half a 
mile. The difficulties of procuring the requisite quantity of ganges 
water from such a distance have been considerably enhanced by the 
growing congestion of vehicular traffic for which this locality is well 
known and also by the constant shunting of trains over the Foreshore 
Railway, there being double lines in this particular locality.” 

“The objections on sanitary grounds against the present site are 
quite cogent and strong, as has been explained in the municipal 
Chairman's letter No. 2445-G., dated 8th November, 1924, and No. 
3785G.\ dated 16th February, 1925.” 

**A papulous hitttet has sprung up around the site.” 
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“There is a keen feeling amongst the Hindu public in favour of 
the iemoval of the site to the river side and it has found expression 
in the form of public meeting and newspaper agitation.” 

“A burning ghat on the Ganges is a highly covetable institution to 
a Hindu from the point of view of religion and people from ln*»g 
distance come to avail themselves of such site.” 

“As an illustration it may be mentioned incidentally that it is the 
custom of the Burdwan Raj Family to avail themselveB of no other 
burning ghat except the one at Kalna on the Ganges even though the 
distance to be traversed by road from Burdwan is about 30 to 40 miles.” 

“It would appear that at Banstala burning ghat even persons from 
distant places like Dornjur and Jagatballavpur (12 and 15 miles off 
respectively) come for the purpose of cremation.” 

The recommendation of the Collector was as follows: — 

“4 am satisfied that the present cremation site is quite unsuitable 
for its purpose and 1 am strongly in favour of its removal to a site on 
the river side, if possible.” 

“Nc portion of the main land on the foresore is proposed to be 
taken up. The entire site would lie on the river side between the 
high water and low water marks.” 

The above extracts have considered all sides of the question, vi 2 . t 
the insanitary state of the present burning ghat , impropriety of the 
objections of the Port Commissioners, the religious side of the crema- 
tion ceremony with all its paraphernalia, the practical difficulties of 
the Hindu public for its distance from the river caused by the shunt- 
ing on the railway lines and the vehicular traffic and the depth of 
feeling of the Hindus who urgently press for its removal on the river 
side. 1 he Collector carried on correspondence with the Port Com- 
missioners for a site in front of the depot of the Vacuum Oil Company 
or near about, but in view of their poor response the Divisional Com- 
missioner naked the District Officer in his letter No. 370M., dated 
22nd March, 192G, to request the Chairman, Howrah Municipality, to 
start land acquisition proceedings for a suitable site “as the Port 
Commissioners are not willing to come to an amicable arrangement.” 

Accordingly the municipal Chairman approved of a site in front of 
the godowni of the Vacuum Oil Company and mover! the Collector in 
1925 for acquiring it under the Jiand Acquisition Act. Among others 
the Port Commissioners and the Vacuum Oil Company preferred objec* 
(ions which were allowed. Again in 1928 a site was selected in the 
north of the Ramkrishnapur Chara-Ohat, but that too was disallowed 
hv the ]«aud Acquisition Collector at the instance of vested interest. 
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In the meantime the public carried an insistent platform and news* 
piper agitation for a riverside burning ghat . Eventually they sent a 
deputation to the then Collector Mr. Waddell on 26th May, 1930, and 
forwarded a largely signed petition. He personally visited the site 
and in his letter No. 2396R.G., dated 10th June, 1929, recommended 
that the site formally promised was nevertheless in his opinion “a 
practicable alternative.” 

Emboldened by this attitude the Collector was again moved in 
1930 and objections were filed by vested interests as usual. On thin 
occasion the whole case for the public was elaborately placed before 
the Collector and the officiating Collector Rni S. C. Bose Bahadur in 
hi« letter No. 4247R.tr., dated the 28th February, 1930, recommended 
fui the acquisition of the site. The whole case was sent to the Secre- 
tary, to the r<ocal Self-Government Department by Mr. S. W. Ooode 
with his letter No. 1374L.A., dated 23rd December, 1930. To veto 
the recommendations of Rni Bahadur S. (\ Bose, the Commissioner 
thought fit to semi back the case to the then Collector Mr. A. Mel). 
Clark to make an independent inquin us in the Commissioner's opinion 
there was a long-standing controversy about the location of the ghat 
end very strong objections had been taken to the proposal. The Com- 
missioner seems to have acted arbitnirily and ought not to have asked 
foi an independent inquiry which was made not only bv Mr. Waddell 
but also by the Acting Collector Rai Bahadur S. C. Bose and the 
Deputy Collectoi Mr. Bauamali Bngchi. The crux of the whole thing 
is that even the imaginary difficulties of (lie persons having vested 
interests must be considered and things must be done in u manner so 
as not to di*pleuse them in any way and the interest of the people of 
the land must l>e sacrificed. The Commissioner admitted that distance 
between the river mid the existing burning ghat interferes very 
seriously with convenient use and attempts have Ihuju made for some 
time past to find a suitable site for a new ghat, llis letter runs: 
“Undoubtedly the ghat in a public need, but the objections to the pro- 
posed site seem to me to be strong and substantial and T think they 
should not }>e blindly overfilled.” Mr. Clark has made a careful 
review of the whole question and inspected all the sites. His letter 
states the objection to the present proposal even more forcibly than 
they have been set out liefore. Fn fortunately the Collector finds it 
impossible to make any suitable alternative proposal. It is a matter 
of deep regret and disgust that the Divisional Commissioner failed to 
consider the views of Mi. Waddell and his successor Rai Bahadur 
N. C. Bose and sent back the case fur independent inquiry and review 
of the objections already overridden. Mr. Waddell was Collector of 
Howrah for years together and he knew the needs of the people as well 
as of - the vested interest better than the Divisional Commissioner who 
held the office for barely a couple of months. This is how the peoples* 
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wants are considered by the Government. Over this matter hundreds 
of mass meetings have been held, deputation sent to the District 
Officer, municipal commissioners have been teased and publicly censured 
for their failure to materialise the scheme without any fault of their 
own, petitions have been sent to the District Magistrate, Secretary to 
the department concerned and on two occasions to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal. But the Government thought fit to ride 
roughshod over Hindu public feelings and thought fit not to displease 
the powerful European mercantile communities by allowing a site in 
Bainkrishnapur Grand Foreshore Road. The Banstala Burning Ghat is 
on ancient ghat and the longfelt desideratum ought to have been 
removed decades ago by providing a site on the river. 

I should like to conclude my speech by meeting the objections on 
sanitary grounds if the riverside site is approved by the Government. 
The late popular sanitary Commissioner of Bengal, Dr. C. A. Bentley, 
in his letter No. 9921-S., dated 2nd June, 1920, to the District Magis- 
trate of Hooghly about the location of a burning ghat at Uttarpara 
stated that “It appears to me to be more a question to be settled on 
administrative grounds than question of sanitation. Burning ghaU 
ate not likely to give rise to any serious danger to health provided they 
are properly attended to and dead bodies are fully consumed. They 
may give rise to temporary inconvenience and local nuisance to persons 
living in the immediate vicinity, especially to those living in the line 
of prevailing wind. On general grounds it would, in my opinion, be 
wise to select a site at some distance from the intake of a water-supply. 
If the burning ghat is enclosed by a high wall and if the work of 
cremation is properly supervised, I doubt if there could be any 
reasonable cause of complaint or danger to health.” An expert of the 
eminence of Dr. C. A. Bentley cannot be lightly thrown away and the 
objections hitherto preferred have all proceeded from selfish motives 
and are unreal and unsound. 

I hope I have fully discussed the subject and I think the 
honourable gentlemen feel with me and my constituency about the 
needs of the burning ghat on the river side and disapprove of the 
attitude of the Government in spite of recommendations of the Col- 
lectors of Howrah in 1925, and 19ft0 including Mr. S. C. Mookerjee and 
Mr. Waddell. This is the only way in which we as an enslaved 
people can enter our protest and the procedure, as laid down in law, is 
a mockery inasmuch as the department are more interested in the 
European mercantile community than in looking to the needs of the 
people who are bled white to pay public servants. I, therefore, com- 
mend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’bto Ik B» i. CHOU: Sir, when the local authorities want 
to purchase land for a public purpose, they select the land and then 
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u*?4er the new amendment to the Land Aoqniaition Act objections have 
to fc@ considered and these objections are decided by the Government in 
the Local Self-Government Department. What happened iu thia 
particular case was that a piece of land was required for shifting the 
existing burning gluU at Banstala to a suitable site on the bank of the 
river Hoogkly. It appears that, at the instance of the municipal 
authorities, several attempts have been made for some time past to 
acquire a suitable site on the bank of the river for a new ghat. But 
every such effort has been unfortunately frustrated by the fact that the 
objections advanced by the local public to the various sites were so 
serious that they had to be upheld. 

In March, 1928, a site was proposed to be acquired for this purpose- 
and a notification under section 4 of the Laud Acquisition Act was 
published. But the proposal had to be abandoned iu view of very 
serious objections taken to it. 

A second alternative site was proposed to be acquired in February, 
1929, but it w f as considered even more unsuitable than the site proposed 
at first, and the proposal had to be dropped. 

A third site was again selected for the purpose by the municipal 
commissioners and the proposal for its acquisition was submitted to 
Government. A notification under section 4 of the Land Acquisition 
Act in respect of this third site was published in January, J 9*10. A 
series of strong objections poured in against the acquisition of thia 
third site also. The objections were fully considered and were thought 
to be so serious that Government saw no other alternative than to uphold 
them. Although Government fully agree that there is a public need 
for a new' burning ghat on a suitable site on the bank of the river, 
because the use of the existing Banstala burning ghat is inconvenient, 
they cannot go to the length of saying that they must, no matter bow 
senous may be the objections raised, find a new location on the river 
bank at the place selected. The municipal authorities were accordingly 
requested in March, 1931, to make a further attempt to explore all 
possible alternatives with a view to solviug the problem. It is not 
known to Government what further progress has been made in the 
matter by the municipal authorities. The first thing is for the 
municipal authorities themselves to find a suitable ground to which no 
serious objection con be taken, and then the acquisition can be made. 
On these grounds I oppose the motion. 


4-46 p.m. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: May 1 ask a question? Can 
objections be filed by the public or by certain parties interested for their 
own purpose? 
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Thi HoiPbie Sir B. B. CHOSE: It must be by those who are 

inconvenienced. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was then put and lost. 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved that the demand of 
Rs. 98,900 under the head “5A — Charges of Administration — Certificate 
Establishment — Pay of Establish men t M be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss 
the necessity of issuing post-cards to the defaulters before initiating 
certificate cases). 

He spoke in Bengali, t he English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“With reference to the proposed cut of one rupee out of Rs. 98,900 
allotted for the Certificate Establishment, I should like to say that the 
defaulter, in whose name a certificate for the realization of amounts 
payable to the Government is issued, should be informed of it at least 
fifteen duvs before tin* certificate is issued. For, in many cases, it 
happens that the defaulter is aide to pay but fails to do so at the proper 
time for want of information or from oversight. From my knowledge 
of the district of Chittagong 1 can assert that there is in this district a 
large number of small jots and mortgaged estates and the cess payable 
for these estates and the rent of the jots generally are not more than 
a few annus or Re. 1 at most. Coder these circumstances, when a 
certificate is issued for realization of due?., a fee of twelve annas is 
charged for every village. In ease the defaulters belong to four 
different villages, for a principal amounting 1o two annas they have got 
to pay as much as Rs. 8 in such lees. Therefore, the defaulters will 
be suvinl from incurring a heavy loss if they receive an intimation 
within a reasonable time before the issue of the certificate. They can 
then remit the sums actually payable and which amount to two or four 
annas only together with nine pies towards the cost of a post -card. This 
arrangement will increase the sale of post-cards. 

I hope the Government will accept m\ proposal for sending 
intimation before a certificate is issued.” 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: This motion raises a very useful 
and important question. 1 do not know what the practice is, hut if 
there is no practice of issuing post-cards, I think Government can have 
no objection to the suggestion made in this motion. In these hard 
days, every one knows that the certificate procedure is not appreciated 
by the people in general, and a good deal of oppression is perpetrated 
on account of tte issue of certificates. This may very easily be avoided 
in many cases if post-cards be issued. Therefore, I think Government 
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cannot have any reasonable objection to this suggestion. If Govern- 
meat will accept the suggestion, I think my friend will see his way to 
withdraw his motion. 

Tht Hoft'bto fir B. B. CHOSE: Government has certainly no 
objection. As a matter of fac t there is a rule in existence, and the rule 
is imperative. These rules are issued by the Board, and in all cases in 
order to avoid hardship District Officers are directed to notify defaulters 
before certificates are issued by putting up a list of defaulters in their 
offices, and by sending warnings to all defaulters by printed post-cards, 
in cases in which there is no reason to believe that the defaulter has 
had intimation of his liability. A post-card warning is always issued 
to the debtor previous to the issue of a certificate under the Act in the 
case of demands for the first time. Also post -curd notices have to bo 
issued to defaulters in all eases ot demands which vary from year to 
year. The rules are in existence. (A voick: But the rules are not 
followed.) Inquiries will always be made if individual cases are 
brought to notice. It is not sufficient to say tiiat the rules are not 
observed 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the llon’ble Member issue 
a circular to all District Officers about the observance of these rules Y 

The Hon’bla 8ir B. B. CHOSE: 1 do not think any circular is 
necessary; tin* rule is in the Manual. If there is a breach of these 
rules, of course, deputt mental action will be taken. If individual cases 
are brought to the notice of responsible persons, Member of the Govern- 
ment, or the authority concerned — the Board of Revenue — action will 
no doubt be taken, because this is a long-standing rub*, and is meant 
for the purpose of avoiding hardship to debtors. I, therefore, oppose 
the motion. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

Kail EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
R*. 1,01,000 under the head ”5A — Churges of Administration — 
Certificate Establishment” W refused. 

I understand that the demand under this bead is due to the 
establishment of the Court of Wards to give protection to disqualified 
proprietors. Hitherto protection was given to the proprietors when 
circumstances were such that they deserved protection. But nowadays 
protection U given to the proprietors without any rhyme or reason. 
Protection is given to proprietors who have squandered away their 
profits ‘by living in the metropolis, leaving their subjects quite alone, 
and when they have run short of their resources. Surely they approach 

5 
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Government only when they find themselves unable to pay Govern- 
ment revenue, and Government are to swallow their estates 
but not before that. Government can take over charge of the estates 
of the proprietors who are minors, or of unsound mind, or when they 
cannot agree with their co-sharers in the matter of the appointment of a 
common manager, it is then of course the duty of Government to give 
shelter to thefte proprietors. Here the nature of the thing demands that 
the Government should give them support and help, but when the 
zamtndarg on account of their improvident habits have come to such a 
pass that they do not deserve help, and they approach Government, and 
Government afford them protection ; 1 say that Government is not 
justified in giving protection to these proprietors because, the pass to 
which they have come on account of their improvident habits, is no 
ground for giving them any protection. However, still Government 
give them protection by bringing their estates under the Court of 
Wards. Under the Court of Wards the zaniindun may get some relief, 
but unfortunately the subjects do not get any relief whatsoever. The 
zamindarn , when their estates are under their own management, realise 
many things like abwahs y which are forbidden by law, and, therefore, 
the subjects have to suffer u great deal at the hands of the landlords. 
But they suffer more at the hands of the Court of Wards. Though 
practically the cost of the zamtndar* establishment is borne by the 
tenants, yet they get some benefit from the zamindars, because they 
are able to kc*ep their rents in arreas for at least three years, whereas 
under the Court of Wards the Managers of the Courts of Wards have 
their eyes fixed upon one point only, viz., strict realisation of rents. 
They are unmindful of the suffering of the people; they do not consider 
that the tenants are not in a position to pay their rents in these critical 
moments. They do not take anything into consideration except the 
strict realisation of their rents; they send out tiaztrs to the mvfasxal 
who heap untold miseries upon the poor villagers. The unscrupulous 
nazxrty when once they get to the mufa&ml areas, find themselves the 
masters of the situation, consider them as the lords of all they survey 
and hesitate not even to attach things unattachable by law not sparing 
even the cooking utensils and bedding material which is sometimes 
nothing more than a mean kantha in tatters. The attached 

things are sometimes sold by them at nominal prices, the purchasers in 
most cases being, of course, the nazirs' Iwtuimdar*, 

5 p.m. 

Well, this is zoolum, sheer zoolum , Kabuli zoolum — if I may be 
permitted to say so — upon the poor villagers. 'The Government known 
very well in their heart of hearts that owing to economic distress the 
people are not in a position to pay rente. It is not due to any other 
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JHiv® that they do not pay their rente. It is not their nature not to 
pay rents; hut whenever they find themselves in a position to do so, thc^r 
pay their rente first of all. It is a fact that of all other chargee they 
pay the samdudar'* rente first if they are really able to do so. That ie 
the nature of the Bengalee tenants. When they do not pay their rents, 
it must naturally be assumed that they are incapable of paying their 
rents. It is also a fact that the (Government never cares to study the 
causes which compel these people not to pay their rents. Why is it 
that the people are in default? Why is it that the people are not paying 
rents regularly? Tf Government study these questions, the opprobrium 
will fall upon the Government. It is the duty of the Government to 
eradicate such cause*. You have brought the people to such a pass that 
they cannot think of paying their rents. Your administration has 
brought the people to the verge of starvation. While they starve day 
after day, they ure served with notices for arrears of rents and nothing 
else. Your (Government has brought on the people, once in a prosperous 
condition in the past, such miseries and troubles that they do not know 
how to keep their body and soul together You are unmindful of their 
grievances. You do not entrust responsible men with the realisation of 
rents. You send out imzus and what sort of zoolum is practised by 
these men, you do not know. Speaking of my own district, I have 
many times brought to the notice of the lion'hle Member-in-charge the 
cases of such zoolum. I put many questions on this subject in the 
Council, but the questions were not answered or answered in a way 
which would not help us in making an attempt to solve the problem. 

Sir, the ‘•ystem adopted in the administration of the Court of Wards* 
estates in the matter of realisation of rents is different in different 
districts. The la* gives the Subdivisions! Officers powers to deal with 
certificate cases, but I do not know for what reasons such powers have 
been taken away from the Subdivisional Officers .if Rangpur. The 
other day the Hon 'hie Sir B. B. (Ghose said in answer to a question of 
mine that Subdivisional Officers of Kangpur were not willing to try 
such cases, us if it depends entirely upon the choice of the Subdivisional 
Officers either to do a certain thing or not; and he could not even give 
the reason why it was so. He suid that presumably they were over- 
worked and he did not care to ascertain whether this was actually so. 
Weil, Sir, you will be astonished to hear that from Itowmori the people 
have got to go to Hangpur. It has a distance of GO miles and they 
have to cross a big river, the Brahmaputra. They have to crow a big 
river and go all the way to Rangpur and take a lot of trouble for the 
purpose of a certificate. Is it at all possible for poor people to make 
all the expenses and take all the trouble to go to Rangpur to lodge their 
complaints and make ladbtrt in the Badar? Why do not yon decen- 
tralise the offices of the Certificate Officers? Why do not yon ask the 
Subdivisional Officers to try such cases so that the people may come from 
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leaser distances and have lees trouble and expenses? But you have 
ordered one man to be tied down in the district headquarters to try ail 
the cases. Of course you have made this favour that the Certificate 
Officer should go over to other places and secure materials according to 
his convenience and hear certain grievances. But this is confined to 
certain areas only and has not been extended throughout the district. 
So the enormous cost and enormous troubles of the poor people of 
Eangpur at least have not been removed because of the utter indifference 
on the part of the Government. 

One more thing which I have to place before you is this that even 
the best landlords cannot pay their revenue now because they have 
nothing in their pockets. It is for the same reason that the tenants are 
not able to pay their rents and the Government knows very well that 
distress is prevailing throughout the country and specially in the 
Eangpur district where even Government has been spending money and 
has opened relief work for the poor people. Rangpur lias been laid low 
by earthquakes, famine, floods and what not. Is it proper for Govern- 
ment when people have been laid low on account of adverse circum- 
stances to introduce this system of speeding up realisation of rents? 
Could they not postpone this till better times come? Government does 
not care whether the people live or die, but their realisation must 
continue, must be made at the sacrifice of the poor tenants. Of course, 
Government has apparently opened relief works and has apparently tried 
utmost to mitigate the sufferings of the poor people in sundry places by 
sundry means, but is it not desirable that in such places at least they 
should not try to realise rents by this summon procedure? Should not 
they rather wait till better times come, and should they not give some 
sort of relief by decentralising the certificate offices and permitting the 
Subdivisional Officers to try the cases which they are under the law 
entitled to do? These are the grievances, Sir, which I wanted to put 
before you for consideration and with these few words I commend my 
motion for the acceptance of the House. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: 1 propose to place before 
this House some facts relating to the realisation of rents and revenue 
under the present system. It perhaps might bring back to hon’ble 
members the memories of those days — the years which preceded the 
famous famine known as “ ffTlWra Wfl ” . The report of the land 
revenue administration in the Presidency of Bengal for 1930-31, the 
opening paragraph, refers to the most unfortunate economic depression 
of the province in the year 1930-31. But when we come to the realisa- 
tion and collection of land revenue, we find that 92*45 per cent, of the 
total demand has been realised as against the prescribed standard of 
99 per cent. It is noticeable in tbis connection that the report also 
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refers to the default of the wards' estates in general, specially in 
Raikgpur, owing to bad collection, heavy debts and ahsence of any 
reserve fund. That is to say. although the wards' estates are not in a 
position to pay their land revenue, the Government has been going on 
recovering land revenue from the zanundtm r. And this in spite of the 
fact which is the subject matter of this motion that the Court of Wards 
has the benefit of the certificate procedure. Not only the Court of 
Wards but also a number of privileged landlords w ho are realising rente 
by the certificate procedure. 1 have no complaint against the certificate 
procedure as such. If rents have to be paid, the sooner they are paid 
the better; and the shorter and simpler the process by which the rent 
is realised the better. Hut I object to the coercing method of the 
certificate procedure at a moment when the bulk of the tenants are not 
in a position to pay anything. The extreme economic distress all over 
the province is so well known that it must seem to he extremely cruel 
and extremely unwise to put very great pressure upon the tenants in 
realising the rents. This is of all years a year in which the benevolent 
landlord would like to remit rents— a year in which a benevolent 
Government would like to remit the land revenue in order that the 
remission of land revenue might go to remit the rents of the tenants. 
But what do we find!' The Government goes on realising 92-46 per 
cent, in 19:10-31 and I do not know what they have done in 1931-32. 
Then they congratulate themselves on this realisation. But what is the 
position of the people? We can get an index of that in another passage. 
Government could collect only 60-10 per cent, of the revenue payable 
from its own estates — 5b- 10 per cent . only in spite of the certificate 
procedure. Well, that shows that the people are not able to pay hut 
still the Government goes on, the Court of \\ ards goes on and tho 
privileged landlords go on to realist* by mentis of tiie certificate 
procedure. I should have thought that in a situation in which we find 
ourselves at the present moment, the Government would have declared a 
holiday to realisation. Almost every zatntndar who is not a privileged 
zamindar has had to declare a holiday to realisation of rents from the 
tenants. But the privileged landlords and the Court of Wards are 
going on merrily realising, although the realisation amounted to little 
over 50 per cent. 

5-30 p.m. 

It is noticeable that in some cases apparently the certificate creditors, 
that is, the landlords, have realised the difficulties of the tenants and 
they have been found willing to give concessions by way of receiving 
payments in instalments. This has been referred to by Government in 
the report for 1930-31, not in the proper connection but in connection 
with the delay in the certificate procedure In some districts many 
cases are shown as pending and in the economic conditions of the year 
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payment by instalments was accepted from certificate debtors and sales 
postponed. That shows that there was great distress, so much so that 
even the certificate procedure could not be trusted to realise the whole 
amount in the ordinary way ; otherwise, there would not have been this 
willingness for this temporary remission. I should have thought that 
Government would have encouraged this process, but what do we see? 
They say, in the sentence which immediately follows, that Collectors 
have been asked to pay special attention to the speedy disposal of long 
pending cases; not special attention to work the certificate law with 
tenderness or even with the bare justice to the tenants, but particular 
attention to the speedy disposal of long pending cases ! I submit that 
the whole thing shows an utter callousness on the part of Government 
to the condition of the people, a callousness which, as I have said, 
almost equals the callousness shown in the dispatches forwarded by the 
East India Company to the Court of Directors immediately before those 
dark days! “The country was being devastated hut the revenue 
collections were good.” Well, Sir, this is an attitude of mind which, 
if persisted in, and if not radically modified, will land the Government 
in a disaster with which the Mmtmmlnr of 127(1 will compare favourably. 


Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH spoke in Hengaii, the English 
translation of which is as follows: — 

“Mr. President, in supporting Kuzi Kmdadul Iloque Sahib’s 
amendment, 1 have got this much to say, that it will hardly he of any 
avail to protest agaiust the cruel oppression to which in these days of 
serious economic distress the poor tenants are being subjected in 
connection with the realisation of rents by means of certificates. As 
homestead after homestead of the tenants is being sold by auction, due 
to non-payment of rent, so, on the other hand, as a result of non-pay- 
ment of Government revenue, many zamiiuUmcs and tuJukdaries are 
being Iwrought under the hammer and thousands of them have already 
been auctioned off. T’nder the circumstances, if the proprietors and the 
tenants come to a mutual agreement regarding collection and payment 
of rents, both will be relieved from the imminent danger of an auction 
sale of their properties. If the proprietor of each mahal collects from 
the tenants thereof by mutual agreement, a sum of money equivalent 
to one ami a half of the amount due to Government as revenue, and 
postpones collection of the remaining portion of their dues till better 
times arrive, every difficulty will be removed. Instead, however, of 
making any such arrangement, the Hon’hle Mr. Prentice has taken it 
that the no-rent movement exists in certain districts and has directed 
the application of the Criminal Procedure Code and the Emergency 
Powers Ordinance as remedial measures. In the interest of both the 
proprietors and the tenauts, I am bound to declare, that, even now, the 
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iMMuits in Bengal consider it a great sin to enjoy the produce of the 
land without paying its rent. If the proprietors and the tenants 
mutually agree to collect ami pay rents on the lines suggested by me, 
and if Government becomes a little favourably disposed, it will no 
longer be necessary to set apart such a large sum of money for meeting 
the expenses, necessary tor issuing certificates. With these remarks, 
I support the Kaai’s amendment.” 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The mover begun by saying that 
the Court of Wards should not take charge of estates and of the collec- 
tion of rents except under certain special circumstances. Probably the 
Member of the Hoard of Revenue would he extremely glad if he were 
asked to act on this advice of the mover, because he is now surrounded 
by a large number of zonundars who all ask him to take their estates 
under the Court of Wards, and, in fact, he has refused to tukc charge 
of a number of such estates, and the result of this is that the Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department is being also besieged by 
zamiiuUir $ for this purpose. That is the vital point. 

With regard to the rigour or stiingeney with which certificates are 
enforced, tin* Board of Revenue has issued general instructions that 
certificates should not be issued with any rigour and that discretion 
should be used, and 1 believe that is being done; this will appear front 
the fact which has been stated by Dr. N. C. Sen Huptrf, that in the 
permanently settled estates the realisation of land revenue wus 
per cent . (that is quite true) m RIMMl. because the landlords under 
the permanent settlement are bound to pay the revenue. Hut with 
regard to the temporarily settled estates, the realisation was only BO 
per rent . With regard to Government estates, — in which Government 
realise rent directly,— the realisation was only 00 per cent. Therefore 
it does not show tiiut the certificate procedure was exercised with any 
great rigour in connection with Government estates. 

From the statement that appears in the Administration Report you 
will find that wards’ estates in Rangpur could not pay the revenuo. 
Why not Y Because rents from the tenants could not bo realised. If 
the certificate procedure had been enforced with that rigour and with 
that ztpolum referred to. by one speaker, certainly the revenue would 
have been first deducted from the realisation and the very fact that the 
Court of Wards’ estates in Rangpur did not pay their revenue shown 
that rent was not realised to the extent of the revenue payable. 

Ma*tvi BY EO MAJID BAKBH: Bad logic. 


Yh» Hn’Ml Bir B. B. CHOSE: I bow down to the gentleman; I 
Lave never been as good a logician as he. But does he suggest that 
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some of the money that was realised by the certificate procedure went 
intc the hands of Government or was intercepted by some other 
person ? 

The general charge that certificates are issued with very great 
rigour is very difficult to meet and it can only be met by a general 
statement that instructions have been issued that certificates should be 
issued with discretion. 

With regard to one other point that the Subdivisional Officers in 
Rangpur do not choose to decide these oases but the Collector at the 
headquarters does so, it was pointed out some time ago that the 
Subdivisional Officers said that they must have other help if they were 
to be put in charge of certificate cases. They declared themselves 
incapable of deciding those cases themselves. 

In these circumstances, the charge that is made about the rigour 
of realising rent bv means of the certificate procedure can hardly be 
said to have been made out. 

With these remarks I submit that the motion should not be passed. 

The motion of Kuzi Kmdadul lloque was then put and lost. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved thut the demand of 
Its. 1,01,000 under the head “5A — Land Revenue — Charges of Adminis- 
tration — Certificate Establishment"’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the unnecessary realisation of money in certificate cases for 
“ Mal-l'aliarti" without attestment). 

He Npoko in Bengali, the English translation of which is as follows : — 

“In proposing a cut of one rupee in Rs. 1,01,000 demanded for the 
Certificate establishment, I want to say that Government charge a daily 
fee on the certificate issued for the purpose of recovering amounts of 
cess and rents of the jots and other sums due to them and another daily 
fee of eight annas for the warrant of attachment of movable properties 
sent therewith. These fees are charged even when the actual amount 
due to Government does not exceed Re. 1. The fee charged on the 
distress warrant is entered under the heading ‘For guarding the attached 
property.’ The fee for guarding the attached property increases in 
direct proportion to the amount of dues. In the event of the amounts 
claimed Wing realised amicably, the fee charged for guarding the 
attached goods is not refunded. On the other hand, if a decree-holder 
move a court for issuing a distress warrant with a view to attach the 
property of the debtor, he has to deposit from Rs. t3 to Rs. 7-8 towards 
the cost of guarding the attached property. But when the debtor pays 
up the sum due from him amicably and without the warrant being 
executed, the amount deposited by the decree-holder for guarding the 
attached property is refunded to him. The Government has provided 
for no such refund in the case of certificates issued by them. Three or 



\m.] DEMANDS FOB SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS. 73 

fowr years back there was no such practice of charging a fee for 
guarding the attached property together with the sums demanded in 
the certificate in cases where amounts of claim were recovered without 
executing the distress warrant. 

I, therefore, propose that in all future transactions the amount 
charged for guarding the attached property should he refunded and 
only the actual amount of claim realised in cases where the claims have 
been satisfied amicably and without the execution of the distress 
warrant.” 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: The short answer is simply this 
that under section 38 of the Public Demands Recovery Act (III of 
1913), certain statutory rules are emlmdiod in Schedule II to the Act. 
These had been finally published in Part I. pages 2351-74, of the 
Calcutta Gazette of 23rd December, 1914. According to rule 38 of 
those rules (pages 33-34, Certificate Manual), whenever process of 
attachment of movable property by actual seizure is issued, fees at the 
scale given in the rule have to be furnished with a certificate stating 
the period for which the fees in accordance with the rules have been 
paid. The Accountant-General, Bengal, drew the attention of Govern- 
ment to the fact that in the course of audit of the accounts of Palma 
Collectorate, it had been found that the local officers were very lax in 
the realisation of the fees, but as the provision of the rule was 
mandatory, they were bound to realise the fees. The Board of Revenue 
issued instructions in its letter No. 8*32 Mis - 1.. dated 2nd October, 
1930, alioiit the realisation of the tees in a way that would not cause 
undue hardship to the certifi* ate-dehtors. The purport of the instruc- 
tions is that (1) the rules regarding the custody fee in rule 3K were 
based on the civil court procedure as ordered by the High C’ourt and 
are not entirely suitable to certificate cases; (2) when the attached 
property is kept in the custody of some one in the village, no custody 
fee is necessary and only the fee for going and coming under rule 38 (2) 
can be charged; (.3) as it is not possible to prescribe a uniform rate for 
the whole province, discretion has been allowed to the Collector to fix a 
rate or rates for his district. Besides, as it is not possible to anticipate 
the number of days that might l>e required in each case, an all-round 
fee for three days, irrespective of the actual number of days required 
in each case may be charged. The practice may be varied in particular 
cases, if necessary. Therefore every attempt is made to reduce the 
hardship to the minimum extent in consonance w ith the statutory rules. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think we can have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 89 as they seem to be more or less 
identical. 
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Maylvi EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1 ,38,800 under the head “6A— Chargee of Administration 
— Road cess valuation and revaluation establishment 0 be reduced by 
Rs. 1 ,000 (to draw attention to the work of revaluation being done in a 
drastic manner causing enormous enhancement in road cesses payable 
by the raiyuts). 

Sir, I must say at omte that I am not a lawyer nor have I expert 
knowledge of these complicated matters. Yet, Sir, I lay claim that I 
have got strong common sense regarding laws relating to land, 
particularly regarding the question of valuation or revaluation. I do 
not like to go into details in these matters, because just now on going 
through the proceedings of the debate in this Council during tbe last 
three years beginning from 1929, I find that these matters have already 
been very ably discussed by members of this House having expert 
knowledge. Only last year this matter leas very ably moved by Khan 
Bahadur Azizul liuque and Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. My object in 
moving this motion now is to ask the Hon'hle Member seriously to rise 
up and say what action Government has taken regarding the modifica- 
tion or the amendment of the Cess Act which was described to he a very 
complicated and intricate mutter, and which to a lay man like me is 
inexplicable, unimaginable and unthinkable Sir, on going through 
the last year’s Council proceedings, I find that the Hon’hle Member in 
charge of the Department gave an assurance that certain committees 
would be appointed, this thing will he done and that thing will be 
done and so on. I ask now — what action has been taken and if not, 
why no action has been taken Y I may give an example of my personal 
experience in my district — the district of Khulna. My colleague 
Mr. Suklal Nag who is a member of the district board of Khulna is 
not here; otherwise, he would have supported me. Only a year ago 
the road cess of our district — the district of Khulna — was less than 
three lakhs of rupees and after one year we now find that it has gone 
Over Us. 0,00,000. You will he surprised to learn that the actual 
revenue paid by the Khulna district is more or less eight lakhs of rupees. 
Tbe mad cess of this district is rising by leaps and bounds and perhaps 
in the course of a year or two, or, say, half a dozen years, it will go 
still higher up and exceed the actual revenue of the district. I may 
oite a particular case in my thana . A man who had to pay Rs. 3 a 
year has now after revaluation to pay R«. 27 and perhaps more. My 
suggestion is that these things should l»e discussed here by experts and 
lawyers having expert knowledge in the matter. My point to-dfty is 
this and 1 shall finish by making a few remarks regarding our duty in 
this Council. For the last two years every section of this House baa 
been complaining against this and to-day I would request the members 
— particularly the elected members of this House — both representative# 
of semimfarf and representatives of tenants — of the proletariates and 
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tM» bourgeois — to make a common cause and put an end to this state 
of things and teach a lesson to the bureaucracy by passing a vote of 
censure on Government. It is up to the members of this House to 
decide it now or never. It is beyond imagination how a sane man can 
be a willing party to this method of arbitrary valuation and revaluation 
bv the bureaucracy and to this sort of extortion and exploitation of the 
poor people, particularly this xear, when every one having any real 
knowledge of the economic conditions of the people, knows how people 
are dying for want of food and when nmnx people are committing 
suicide on account of their dire poverty. Probably the Hon ble 
Member in charge of the Department has read the other day in the 
columns of the newspapers how a mother killed her baby as a result of 
this economic distress. In this hard time is it desirable, is it sensible, 
is it human for the Government to rcaiUe such exorbitant cess from 
the poor tenants Y Not only poor tenants — I would also say both 
tenants and zanumlars, are equally distressed by this valuation and 
revaluation. My motive for bringing this motion is to request all 
groups in this Council to make a common cause und ask Government 
what they are going to do in the near future. I hope a discussion by 
lawyers and experts of this House will reveal the fact that Government 
up till now has done nothing, nm are thex willing to do mix thing. By 
our speeches in this House year after year xxe want to bring home to the 
Government the fact that oppression is going on the as well 

as on the tenants. 


i-46 p.m. 

Sir, I do not wunt to go into the details. 1 do not like to say what 
is the trouble of the tenure-holders, what is the trouble of rmyaU, 
what is the trouble of adhtar *, and whut is the trouble of the zamindar*, 
I would leave all these matteis to my friend Dr. Naresh (bandra Sen 
Gupta who wilt deal with them very minutely. With these words I 
would request the elected member* of this House to make a common 
cause and pass a censure on Government »ti this matter. 

Mittlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I intend to raise two general 
question.* on this matter, and also to raise one particular question. The 
first general question that I would like to raise is this 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do yon like to move all ' your motions on the 
same subject together and make one speech f It will save the time of 
the House. 


Maul vi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. 
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Maulvi SYID MAJID BAKSH: Then, Sir, there will be one dis- 
cussion on several motions. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS It does not matter, as- each motion will be put 
separately, and the Council will have no difficulty in giving its vote 
on any particular motion. 

Maillvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, I wanted to know whether 
there could be a plurality of motions. 


Mf. PRESIDENT. What do you mean by “plurality of motions”? 


Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: The motions are already there; 
motions Nos. 7-9 have already l»een moved and if you allow Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan to move Nos. 11-13, then there will be a plurality of 
motions. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There will not be any difficulty. Let me 
explain. When No. 7 will he put, memlwrs will have no difficulty in 
giving their vote on that particular motion, Ihm uuso it stands on its own 
grounds. The same may he said of the rest. 


Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, my difficulty is in regard to 
the' interpretation of the rules. Here is a motion moved, and your 
ruling is that this motion is a little different from the others. If these 
two motions are different, unless one is finally finished, how can yon 
go on with another motion? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The motions are not different in the sense that 
they are all token cuts and deal with the same subject. Each mover is 
merely trying to justify his particular motion on certain grounds of his 
own. It does not matter if there are 50 such motions, provided they 
are put separately. 

Dr. NARiSH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: The question is that all 
the motions will be moved together and there would be one discussion 
on them. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that is so. 
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The following 1 motion was called but not moved : — 
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Maillvi TAMIXUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 1,38,800 
under the head ‘5A — Charges of Administration — Road cess, valuation 
and revaluation establishment’ be reduced by Its. 100 (to draw atten- 
tion to the irregularities that are being committed in carrying on 
revaluation proceedings in the district of Faridpur).” 

TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move - 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,38,800 under the head *5A — Charges of 
Administration — Road cess, valuation and revaluation establishment’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the undesirability of carry- 
ing on revaluation proceedings in the present distressing economic 
situation in the country).” 

‘‘That the demand of Rs. 1,38,800 under the head \ r > A —(’barges of 
Administration — Road cess, valuation and revaluation establishment* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the hardship caused to the 
District Board of Faridpur on account of these proceedings).” 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,38,800 under the head ‘f)A— Charges of 
Ad in nisi rat ion — Road cess, valuation and revaluation establishment’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to certain unsatisfactory provi- 
sions of the Cess Act and the failure of the Government to take steps 
for the revision of the Act in spite <3 repeated assurances).” 

Sir, the first of these motions raises the question of the undesira- 
Bilitv of carrying on revaluation proceedings in the present distressing 
economic situation in the country. So far as that is concerned, my 
predecessor, Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashetny, has said something. 
It appears, Sir, that Government has a kind of dogged obstinacy in 
pursuing a course which it has once undertaken without considering 
carefully what the consequences of pursuing that course will be. Sir, 
we heard only a couple of hours ago from one Hon hie Member of the 
Government that the economic situation in the country is very acute, 
and that there is no knowing when the situation trill improve. He 
further said that neither this Government nor any Government in the 
world can guess when the economic situation will improve. That was 
the statement made by one member and I think that is the opinion of 
the Government as a whole. If that be so, my question here is*, in 
view of that statement, does the Government like that the revaluation 
proceedings which are now being carried on in different districts in 
the province ahould go on? What do these proceedings mean? The 
first implication is that the cess will increase to a large extent. Unless 
there is a prospect of increase, Government never thinks of initiating 
revaluation proceedings. That is the idea behind all these revaluation 
proceedings. Now, Sir, if there is no knowing when the situation 
will improve, does the Government propcse to tax the people further 
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before there is any indication of the improvement of the situation P 
Sir, it is not only a question of the ultimate augmentation of the cess, 
but it is also a question of the harassment to which the people are put 
when these proceedings go on in any particular district. Every one 
knows that the control of these proceedings is not at all satisfactory . 
A Sub-Deputy Collector is generally placed in charge of the revalua- 
tion proceedings, and the officers who are actually employed for carry- 
ing on these proceedings indulge in various kinds of malpractices which 
put the people to a good deal of harassment. Now, Sir, is it the time 
that the people should be subjected to this harassment P Is it the time 
that they should be made to pay an augmented cess as the result of these 
revaluation proceedings P These are the things which should be kept 
in mind hv the llon’hle Member-in-charge before he gives an answer 
that the Government propose to continue the revaluation proceedings 
even iu the present distressing circumstances. 

Sir, the particular question which I want to bring forward is that 
the revaluation proceedings in the district of Faridpur began about a 
couple of years ago. Just us the proceedings began, the situation in 
the country became very bad and naturally there was opposition to the 
continuance of these proceedings. In addition to the hardship caused 
to the people of the district, the Faridpur District Board was placed in 
a very awkward position. The Faridpur District Board is not a very 
rich board, and as a result of these proceedings, the income of the hoard 
was reduced to a large extent as Government could not make over the 
total amount realised on account of road cess to the district hoard 
since the cost of carrying on these proceedings was deducted from the 
total realisation. As a result of this, the Faridpur District Board in 
IMO-dl hud to suspend all original works including works connected 
even with water-supply, discontinue special grants made to union 
board, and also grants on the head of education, that is, allowances to 
primary school teachers, had to be reduced bv Its. 15,000. Reduction 
in the poor allowance which the primary school teachers get from the 
district boards causes great hardship to them. The district board was 
compelled even to take such a drastic step as that. Sir, the situation 
remained the same during the current year and it will continue the 
same in the coming year also. The board went up to Government with 
the prayer that the money which was spent on revaluation proceedings 
be not realised from them under the present circumstances, but that 
the whole amount might be made over to them, and when the situation 
improved the whole amount might be recovered from the board. That 
reasonable prayer was rejected, and the Faridpur District Board was 
placed iu an awkward situation, causing a good deal of hardship to 
the primary school teachers and also to the people in general, parti- 
cularly owing to the suspension of the water-supply programme* 
because the necessity of water-supply is very acute in that district. 
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I*st of all, Sir, I would rai^e the question of the revision of the 
Ce«# Act. This matter has been rained on the floor of the House from 
year to year for several years past, and every year we have got a pro- 
mise from the Iloii'ble Member-in-charge that the Government was 
earnest in the matter and that something would be done shortly . 
Even year before last the Hon ble M ember-in -eh a rge gave u* a promise 
that a special officer would be appointed to inquire into the whole 
matter and then after the special officer had submitted his report, that 
report would bo considered by a committee to be appointed for the pur- 
pose and that committee would suggest definite amendments that may 
he thought necessary. Last year the Hon’ble Member said that a 
special o&cer had been appointed and be had submitted a provisional 
report, and he gave reasons that it was not yet time for the appointment 
of a committee because several preliminary investigations hud yet to be 
made. We do not know, Sir, what happened after that. Every one 
knows that the Cess Act on several matters has proved to he very 
anomalous. Every one in this House who has had to deal with it knows 
that on account of certain anomalous provisions of the Act, a fictitious 
class of tenure-holders has been created, (hilt hating rmyats who are 
nothing more than cultivators are under the (Yss Act tenure-holders 
in certain cases, hut they are! cultivating nuyats pure und simple under 
the Bengal Tenancy Act. If a raujat has a holding of ten biyhas of 
land and if he chooses to sublet two bitfhax, then he is assessed not as a 
nnyat hut as a tenure-holder, and as a tenure-holder, the incidence is 
much greater than it would have l»een had he heel* considered a raiyat. , 
which he actually is. Government has recognised that this is 
anomalous and Government has given a promise that this matter would 
be investigated into and something would Ik* done on the lines suggested 
in this House. I want to know, Sir, what has happened. Government 
told us last year that one important question was about the position of 
the batryadars, i.c., whether a bar titular was to he regarded as a tenant 
or as a mere labourer and it was said that Government would come to a 
decision on that question. 

6 p.m. 

I do not know whether Government has come to any decision ort this 
important question whether the haryadar is a tenant or a mere luhonrer. 
This is a very important question as it affects the rights of the Imryadatr 
to a very large extent, and, therefore, Government cannot by a num- 
mary procedure decide whether a particular class of |>ersons should be 
considered as labourers or tenants. However, Government gave us a 
promise, and we would like to hear what Government have decided on 
that point. 

The second question relates to the deletion of the foot-note of sec- 
tion 24 of the Cat* Act. That is the section which has created that 
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fictitious class of tenure-holders. It was promised last year that the 
foot-note would be deleted ; but we do not know whether this has been 
done or not 

The Hoft’bte Sir B. B. CHOSE: It has been deleted. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Therefore the only other important 
question that remains to be answered is whether the special officer who 
haa been appointed has given his final report, and whether his report is 
being" considered, or has already been considered by Government, or by 
anybody whom the Government has apj>ointed or whether Government 
proposes to appoint the committee which was promised in the near 
future. These are the questions which await an answer, and if I get 
a satisfactory reply, 1 shall consider whether 1 should withdraw any 
of the motions P 

[At 6-5 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 0-15 p.m.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I propose taking up motions 10-17 together; 
they may be discussed at this stage. But I should like to know whether 
such a course will in any way embarrass the Hon’ble Member. 


Thu Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: I do not think that I should reply 
to all of them separately; it is really one or two muin heads. The 
main question relates to the early revision of the Cess Act, and the other 
is the cess revaluation. These are the two main points. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : I beg to move that the demand 
of Us. 1,38,800 under the head ”5A — Charges of administration — Road 
cess valuation and revaluation establishment” be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(to criticise the jwdicy and the desirability of early revision of the Cess 
Act), 

The object I have in view in moving this cut motion is not to criti- 
cise the imposition of cesses but to draw attention, to the evils which it 
has brought in its trail. I should like to confine my remarks under 
two heads — the arbitrary’ way of assessment by revaluation officers, and 
the sad plight of the agency through which the cess is realised — which 
have necessitated the early revision of the Cess Act. 

Owing to the wide powers vested in the revaluation officers, and the 
defects in the law, cesses are levied in a haphazard way without due 
regard to the actual requirements of the law. They cast their longing 
eyes in finding out ways and means to increase the assessment upon 
which depended their future prosperity in the service. Generally, 
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Safef&epaty Collectors do the work of revaluation officers. They think 
tfa fr* if they succeeded in swelling the valuation to a high figures, their 
promotion to the higher grade in the service would be assured. I 
happened to know one revaluation officer who strained every nerve to 
find out various pretexts to increase the valuation of certain classes of 
lands, and had no scruples to throw to the winds justice and equity. 
It would be an indelible stain on the service if I should go the length 
of citing some instances in which presents played an important part in 
differential treatments among co-sharer landlords in respect of undivid- 
ed estates. The law having vested him with arbitrary powers, be used it 
to his best advantage. I should like to mention one concrete instance of 
his vagaries to show how the law helped him in doing things in his own 
way. In two undivided estates there were three sets of co-sharer land- 
lords with three separate accounts in the collectorate. I should like to 
call them A, B and C. There was some delay in the submission of the 
returns required under the luw. A submitted them soon after the 
expiration of the specified time. B and (’ did nothing of the sort hut 
managed to satisfy the revaluation officer by certain mysterious ways. 
A, as I have already stated, was the proprietor of one-third of tb‘‘ 
estates in question. A again consisted of three joint co-sharers having 
no separate accounts in the collectorate to establish their separate liabi- 
lities. The revaluation officer imposed a fine of K*. 125 on each of these 
co-sharers of \ aggregating Us. 375, while B and V proprietors of two- 
thirds of the estate were allowed to go scot-fiee, although they "ere 
equally guilty of delay in the submission of the returns For the one- 
third share of A, the valuation was more than doubled, while that of 
B and C was left intact although A had no special interest in the 
estate. 

The collection of petty rent-free reiwe* under section f>2 of the Act is 
another matter which required careful consideration. The collection 
has been entrusted to the landlords, and a liberal commission is paid 
for the same. So far so (rood. Hut the difficulty of collection is almost 
insurmountable. The first difficulty is to trace the lands,— the name, 
address and the holding number are given, but the landlord is not 
supplied with the boundaries of the land scattered as they are in differ- 
ent mauxat. The address (riven in the notice does not (renerally tally 
with the present address of the holders of land, and it becomes eery 
difficult to trace them. There are holders of brahmottar lands, who 
lie# in different districts and (renerally come to collect rent* once in 
fonr year* if not otherwise arranged. It was no easy task to trace their 
whereabout for the service of summons and to hare correct boundaries 
for the filing of suits. These practical difficulties stand in the way of 
collection of c e s s e s from this class of holdings. I personally know of a 
large number of cases in which a farthing of the ceases could not be 
realised although the cesses for those holdings had to be paid in full for 

0 
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years together. The present law cannot afford the necessary relief to 
the landlord in the realisation of these petty rent-free cesses for which 
he is held liable to Government. 

I should now come to the agency through which the cesses are realis- 
ed. The collection of cesses has been left to the zamindars. The handy 
certificate procedure enabled the Government to freely collect its dues 
from the landlords , but the realisation of the cesses by the latter is 
beset with considerable difficulties. Law's delays were proverbial in 
this country. If a tenant so desired, he could evade payment for an 
indefinite period through the instrumentality of the law courts. I can 
cite a concrete instance. I had a tenant by name Rakhal Tewari who 
was a pleader of Diamond Harbour. He evaded payment of rent and 
cesses for more than 20 years, through the intricacies of the law. This 
is not the only instance. The number of such Tewaris are not few and 
far between. The long protracted procedure of the civil courts are 
simply scandalous. Unusual delay with heavy pecuniary loss and 
harassment to the parties are very common in our courts. It has caused 
the ruination of a not inconsiderable number of zamindars , but also of 
the tenants. In the districts of Dacca, Chittagong and Rajshahi, 206 
estates in 1927-28 and 230 in 1928-29 were sold for arrears of road and 
public works eesseq alone. We can very well imagine the doleful story 
of 1930-31 and 1931-32. The grand total of certificate cases in Bengal 
numbered 57,198 in 1929-30 and it rose to 64,459 in 1930-31, and it will 
certainly rise still higher in 1932-33. The way in which the certificate 
dues are realised would stagger humanity. The indignities to which 
the people in most cases not for any fault of their own, are subjected to 
by unscrupulous nazirs and their assistants would beggar description, 
which was an undying stain on any civilised administration. These 
people take undue advantage of the powers vested in them by law to 
screw out as much bribe as they can out of their victims to put off pay- 
ment. My attention was drawn by some court people to the highhanded 
dealings of a callous certificate officer of a neighbouring district. They 
cited an instance in which a respectable gentleman approached him 
personally for a little time to pay off his dues. The certificate officer 
turned him out, like an ordinary felon, but as soon as he paid Rs. 10 
to an assistant nazir , time was immediately granted. The exactions of 
some assistant nazirs in the same col lec to rate have earned unenviable 
notoriety . If the Hon’ble Member cares to know about them, I think 
I ehefl be able to help him. In these days of economic distress when 
it has become almost impossible to realise rents and cesses, and even to 
raise loan for payment of Government dues, it was nothing short of 
inhuman torture to have recourse to the certificate procedure without 
any discrimination whatsoever. Although the Hon ’Me Member has 
just now said that instructions have been issued to use discretion, but 
that is, I think, a pious wish, and not acted upon. As I have already 
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stated, the number of certificate cases are going up disproportionately 
higher without the least regard for the unprecedented economic crisis 
win which the people are confronted. You impose a tax and thrust 
it on the landholders to realise it, and you make them responsible for 
due payment. You have your handy and easy certificate procedure to 
realise it from them irrespective of the difficulties they experience in 
its realisation. You do not afford them the same facilities as you enjoy. 
This is zoolum , pure and simple. Hundreds of estates have been sold 
for non-payment of cesses alone; the Cess Act is responsible for this 
deplorable state of things. It should have to be thoroughly recasted 
and the landlords should l»e relieved of the burden of realising it. It 
can be realised through the union boards. It ha* become not only a 
constant source of irritation, but is also leading to their ruination. 
Over and above the road and public work cesses, the zoettundart are 
required not only to pay their share, but also to shoulder the responsi- 
bility of realisation of other special cesses, such as the sanitary 
drainage cess, a misnomer as sanitation has not improved a bit but 
rather deteriorated in which the zamindarg though not in the least 
benefited are required to contribute half the cess and shoulder the res- 
ponsibility of realising the other half payable by the tenants, hoif 
instance, the Magrahat Sanitary drainage cess is draining away meet of 
the income which the landholders used to get from their estates under 
its operation. Ab the law stands, they must have to contribute their 
half share, but for the other half, although they failed to realise it from 
their tenants, they are compelled to pay the tenants' share also. In 
fact, the whole amount is being realised from them irrespective of the 
fact whether they can realise it from their tenants or not, and the law 
affords them very little relief in the matter. The zamindarg of Bengal 
have been again charged with the responsibility of realising the pri- 
mary education cess. I do not know how many of the estates will 
survive when the Act will be put into operation. 


However, it is high time for the Government to take stock of the 
realities of the situation and think out ways and means to save an 
important class like the zamindarg from total extinction. If there be 
any policy behind it, in favour of wiping out this clan* 
from Bengal, the better course for the Government would be 
to pay the capitalised value to the zamindarg , and taka khas posses 
•ion of their estates. This would be rather a fair deal than to take 
hold of estate# for a song, as is being done nowaday* when Collector# 
taking advantage of the unusual economic distress and consequent help* 
leesnees of the zamindart, are busy buying estates for the nominal value 
of Be. 1 . Justice and equity, therefore, demanded thorough re-casting 
of the Ow Act at an early date. With these few words, l commend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House. 
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Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tINHA Bthadur, if NuMpiV! I 

beg to move that the demand of Its. 1,38,800 under the head “6A — Road 
oess, valuation and revaluation establishment” be reduced by Re. 1 
(amendment of section 45 of Bengal Cess Act with a view to| extend the 
period of 15 days’ grace, within which the road cess is now payable, to 
one of 30 days). 

Sir, as it stands at present, 15 days’ grace is granted for the pay- 
ment of the cess. The object of my motion is that if 16 days’* more 
time is given, it will relieve not only the zamindart , but it will be 
advantageous both to the district boards and the Government. To 
make the point clear, I, will cite one instance. Take, for example, the 
June kitt y when the revenue is paid on the 28th of June and adding 16 
days' grace,, it comes to 13th of July for the payment of the cess. The 
time for the recovery of rents from the tenants comes to about the 16th 
of July, whereas the payment of cess has to be made on the 13th of July. 
Thus it is short by 3 days. The zamindar t have to pay cess at a time 
when their collection is not completed. Moreover, it takes time to 
remit the rent from Die mufagMal to the tadnr and from nadanr to the 
oollectorate. If 15 days’ more time is granted, it. will relieve the zam- 
mdar. Sir, in this connection the Government may say that they are 
merely the agents of the district boards and they have nothing to do 
except to realise the cess. In anticipation of this, I asked all the dis- 
trict boards to submit their opinion* on this subject and I am glad to 
say that practically all the district hoards have agreed to my proposal and 
I can quote a few instances. The Bunlwan District Board in its resolu- 
tion, dated the 28th August, 1931, stated that they agreed to my pro- 
posal. The Birbhum District Board in its resolution, dated the 26th 
September, 1931, stated that they had no objection. The Midnapore 
District Board also said the same thing. The 24-Parganas District 
Board further agreed to file certificates after six months from the date of 
revenue. The Nadia District Board agreed to my proposal and the same 
is the case with Murshidabad and Jessore. The Dacca and Mymen- 
singh District Boards agreed heartily with my proposal and asked me to 
move my motion without further delay. The Faridpur, Chittagong, 
Tippera, Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Rangpur, J&lpaiguri, — practically every 
district board, — has accepted my proposal. Sir, now if time be allow- 
ed, I can assure the Rouse that there will be less number of oerti- 
ficate cases. The district boards do not like that their money he 
realised by the certificate procedure. That means that they have to 
realise the cess six months afterwards. On the other hand, the 
tenants will also be relieved because they will have not to pay the 
Tent at a time when the prices of their crops may not bring sufficient 
money. Now if they are allowed 16 days* more time, (hey wfU he 
able to dispose of their produce at a proper price. Government ho 
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be relieved of the daty of assessing lea# number of certificate 
Qtoff There will be lees work for them. With this object in view, I 
beg to appeal to the Hon’ble Member-in-charge to see that section 46 of 
the Cese Act be amended at an early date as per my suggestion. 
There cannot be any reasonable objection for this when the 
Government is merely an agent of the district boards whose wishes 
they should carry. If the Government do not act, it tnntamounts 
to their inference to the wishes of the district boards. With these few 
remarks I beg to move the motion. 

Ha)i BADI AHMED CMOWDHURY moved that the demand of 
Rs. 1,38,000 under the head ”5A— Oharges of Administration- Road 
cess valuation and revaluation establishment” be reduced by Its. fi (to 
raise the question that the value of land has decreased owing to the 
decreased price of paddy and jute at the tune of road cess valuation and 
revaluation). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is os 
follows : — 

“In connection with the resolution for n cut of He 6 from 
Its. 1,38,800 for the establishment of the Komi (Vss Vuluntion and 
Revaluation Department, I want to say that the officers in charge of 
assessment of eess generally find out the average priee of puddv of 
several years from the calculation of the price of tho yield of medium 
class of land for one year and thereafter proceed to fix the annual 
valuation of paddy-growing and other kinds of land and assess the 
eess on this value. The assessment ot cess has la-en started m Chitta- 
gong from the year 102!) and it still continues. The average price of 
the total yield of an uere of paddy land in tins district has Iceen esti- 
mated at Us. 10. Hut the price of paddy has gone down consider- 
ably at present. Paddy which sold ot Its 4 « mini ml during and 
Wore the year 1920 can now hardly fetch IN. 1-4 per mriunil. Similar 
it the condition of jute. In these circumstances, the assessment of cess 
upon the basis of the alcove caleulation should Ice revised m the light of 
the depreciation in value which land in Chittagong and other district, 
has suffered during the several years past in consequence of the 
extremely low price of agricultural produce. 

I hope this motion will find your unstinted support and Government 
will accept it.” 

UoM gYSO MAJID BARBU t I beg to move that the demand of 
IU. 38,04,000 under the head "6 — Igind Revenue” lie reduced by Us. f» 
(to draw the attention to the excessive assessment of ceac* and the fallow 
to toko effective steps for its proper ss vestment). 
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Sir, m regards the assessment of cess, I think the point has been 
very ably discussed by the varions speakers who have preceded me. 
All that I wonld like to point out is this thatf the cess has been assessed 
by putting a wrong interpretation on the Act. As has been pointed out 
already, if a raiyat sublets a small portion of his land, he is a raiyat 
in the eye of the Bengal Tenancy Act but he becomes a tenure-holder 
in the eye of the Cess Act and in being so all his khas lands are 
recorded as assets and their valuation is increased and therefore he has 
to pay higher cess. The annual valuation should as closely as 
possible be according to the rent that is paid every year. That is the 
purpose underlying the Cess Act but the revenue authorities utterly 
forget the underlying idea of the Cess Act and increase the valuation 
which is, in my opinion, wrong in the eye of law. I hope the Hon'ble 
Member-in-charge being a great lawyer will agree with me on this 
point. 

The Hon’Ws Sir B. B. CHOSE: The hon'ble member forgets that 
I have never been a lawyer. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH : At any rate I can say that the 
Hon'ble Member possesses some knowledge of the law. In many dis- 
tricts I know that suits are being instituted against Government for 
putting a wrong interpretation and many of the suits have been decreed 
proving that the interpretation given by Government is wrong and that 
even if a raiyat sublets his land he still remains a raiyat and does not 
become a tenure-holder. Secondly, the present oppressive nature of 
the cess is due to another fact which, I think, the Hon'ble Member 
jjossesses sufficient estimation of the situation to understand. It is 
this : The valuation that is put upon the land is according to the 
assessment that was made last time about four or five years ago. Then 
the price of food crops and other agricultural crops was high, and, 
therefore, the annual valuation in my district at least was very high. 
Therefore the annual valuation of my district at least — I do not know 
of other districts — hut from what I have heard here it is the same in 
other districts — the annual valuation was put at Ra. 18 per acre which 
was formerly Rs. 6. I think many members present here know some- 
thing of the rent that is being paid by the raiyat t in Bengal. There 
is hardly any land for which Rs. G is being paid as rent and the 
annual valuation according to the Cess Act must conform aa nearly as 
possible to the annual rental payable for the land unless there is some- 
thing by which a deviation becomes allowable. Therefore, if the 
annual rent for one Ingha of land is not Rs. 6, Government has no right 
whatever under the Cess Act or any other Act or even under com* 
monsense to put a valuation on that higha at Rs. 6. That is where 
oppression comes in. I an) glad to learn from the Hon'ble Member that 
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tht footnote to section 24 of the Cess Act fens been omitted. That will 
go ft great deal to relieve the difficulties fcut although the omission of 
the footnote will relieve some of the raiyait who were regarded as 
tenure-holders and who will henceforth be regarded as raiyats , still 
oppression and high valuation of the land remains and so long as that 
remains, the oppression will continue. For example, for Ra. 2 the 
cess will be annas 2 whereas if annual valuation is Rs. 12, it will be 
annas 12, that is, 12 times what used to be realised before. A land which 
used to pay Rs. 4 a year as cess has now to pay Rs. 50 ns cess. The 
tenure-holders and middle-class men who are the greatest sufferers will 
have to sell all their lands end belongings. The miyaU even if they 
do not sublet their lands and do not come under the purview of section 
24, even then they will have to pay a cess calculated on the annual val- 
uation of Rs. 18 per acre. 

6-46 p.m. 

It is an abnormal rise which is not supported by any riso in the 
price of food crop and is not supported by anything. On the other 
hand as the price of food crops is going down the price of land is going 
down also. Government should at once constitute a coimnitee of 
revaluation; it must start revaluation proceedings ; then it will be 
found that the value of laud has much decreased and that instead of 
Ra. 18 on Rs. 20 the price of land has come down to Ra. 5 or Ra. 6 per 
acre. If they do that they will automatically find that the cess should 
come down to about one-third of what is paid now, and the tenant will 
automatically find relief. No argument will be necessary here, no aaaur- 
ance from the Hon’ble Member will be required. Only conform to the 
actual law laid down by the Oess Act, that is, only value the land 
according to the price of crops, which will approximate to the annual 
rent payable. If you conform to this and start revaluation you will 
find that these apprehensions will he removed, anti the people will 
gladly pay the cess. As an honourable member has said they do not 
like to enjoy their land without paying rent or without paying cess; 
they have not yet been inoculated with the idea of non-payment of 
rent; that idea, has not entered their head yet, but what they will do 
in the future, I cannot of course vouch. At present they are ready to 
pay if they can but if the price of the crops which they produce 
hardly comes up to Rs. fi, how will they pay rent or cess together out of 
this small sum? The rent may be only Rs. 2 and the cess annas two, 
but even this they cannot pay as they find it impossible to keep their body 
and soul together. It is a mere misinterpretation of the cess law, it 
is a misapplication of the Cess Act and it is the conception of a Chimeri- 
cal jdea to create a situation which does not exist. If they start 
revaluation now they will find that all difficulties and all complaints 
•bout the Oms Act will be removed and will disappear in a moment. 
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Unless they do this or are prepared to do this it is not by any me&na 
certain that they will be able'io relieve the distress from whick the poor 
tenants are at present suffering. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: In discussing this motion 
with regard to the Cess Ac t and its administration I do not want to gt> 
in detail into the grievances which have been agitated on the floor of 
this House ever since I came here. In the year 1930 and again in 1931 
this matter was discussed and the Hon’ble Sir P. C. Hitter, who was 
then the Member in charge of the Revenue Department, made a solemn 
promise with regard tqi bringing up an amending Act before this Coun- 
cil. We were told last year that materials were being collected and 
when they were collected they would be placed before a committee. 
Although Sir P. 0. Mitter at that time did not give us an assurance as 
to the date when the committee would be appointed, he was good 
enough to indicate that it would be appointed in 4 or 5 months’ time. 
But, Sir, complaints weie made to him that his promise for the appoint- 
ment of a committee made a year previous had not been fulfilled. Not 
only 4 or 5 months but a whole year has passed and we do not yet know 
that Government really contemplate the ap|Hiintment of a committee. 
It is some relief to us to know that, the objectionable footnote to section 
24 of the (less Act has been removed. But then what about ihe valua- 
tions made on the basis of that, footnote? Has there been any revalua- 
tion under the new' rule? I think nothing has been done so fai. 

But apart from that, the Hon’ble Sir P. (\ Mitter admitted frankly 
that there were great anomalies in the Cess Act which would W re- 
examined from numerous points of view and removed. A special officer 
had been appointed; he had made n preliminary report already and 
Mr. FaWeus was considering that report. But what has happened to 
that in the course of the last 12 months since then? We would like to 
know. But 1 can assure the Hon ’hie Member that the House will not 
any longer be content w’ith sweet words or assurances of the Hon’ble 
Member to do something in an indefinite future. Many ussumnee^ have 
*0 far been given but nothing has been done to implement them. Our 
grievances oil this subject are very keen and further waiting is 
impossible : it would prove too much even for our patience. 

The next point I would like to emphasise in connection with this 
motion is this : it would be absolutely criminal on the part of Govern- 
ment to insist on proceeding with the cess revaluation work in this year 
of economic distress. I should have thought that even Ia*t year Govern- 
ment should have stopped cess revaluation ; at any tate it should have 
been stopped for this year. Not only is the country pnasing through a 
very critical time but every one is trying in vain to keep his body and 
tout together. This is not the time to harass people with the elaborate 
procedure of cess revaluation and survey and settlement operation, 
which are long and costly. 



190ft*] MMANBS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS. 


Bwn agus the whole basis of the Cess Act has got to be examined 
and Ctoterameot are in promise bound to re-examine the whole basis of 
the Act. Is it the time then to carry on cess revaluation? On what 
basis are they going to re-value the holdings? If they do «o on the 
present basis next year perhaps they may have to change it on the 
advice and recommendation of the committee which they will appoint, 
and a fresh cess revaluation may be necessary. So I would submit that 
everything now points to the stoppage of this cess revaluation. You 
should stop activities of this kind at a time when both the ratyat and 
the zamindar are hard pressed and are concentrating their energies on 
rebuilding their economic structure; at such a moment they should not 
be harassed with proceedings like this which take up not only much 
of their time and attention but also result in great economic loss. 

Some reference has been made to the way in which the cess revalua- 
tion works out ini individual cases. There is enormous rise in some 
eases. The Report of the I/and Revenue Administration for the Presi- 
dency of Bengal shows that in one case an increase of 100 •'£ per cent. 
resulted from a cess revaluation, and in another case 1(H) per cent.; but 
these are rather special cases. In other cases it comes to alsmMVI to 3(1 
per cent. Is this the time to increase the burden of the people? This 
is rather the time when Government should set about finding out by all 
manner of means how to alleviate and remove the burden of the people; 
not the time for Government to set about devising ways amt means for 
increasing their burden. I hope that Government will realise the 
urgency of the matter and stop the work of cess revaluation accordingly. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKH ARES WAR RAY: Speaking as a landholder I 
may say that I whole-heartedly support the motion moved by m\ friend 
Maulvi .Talaluddin TIasheiny. Here is a motion which tin* repiesentn- 
tives of the tenants as well us of the landholders can ven well support 
and make a common cause in the interest of ln»th. Though the motion 
as it stands looks as if it is in the interest of the nit yah n onlv but I say 
it will also be helpful to the landholders if it l*‘ curried, been us* 
though the raiyatx suffer in having <o pay additional cess a good deul of 
trouble, inconvenience and resentment is felt against the landlords who 
have to collect the cess and pay it to the Government. The matter 
has been discussed so many times and on so many mansions that it is 
hardly possible to add anything new and my only excuse for faking 
part in the debate is to assure my friends that the landholders also feel 
for the raiya*t. 


SiHaumhiimI 

Tim Council was then adjoured til! 8 p.m. on Tuesday, the 16tt» 
Munch, 1932. at the Council Chamber, Calcutta. 
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Prootedingt of tho Bengal Legislative Council mmm Med under the 
provi eio we of tho Gov er nme nt of India Aet 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 16th March, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Makmatha Nath Ray 
Ghaudhuei, kt., of San tosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 107 
nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Noabad mahais of Chittagong. 

*127. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) how many defaulting Noabad mahal s in different khas mahais 
in the district of Chittagong had to be purchased by the 
Government and made kha* in the revenue sales in course 
of the last two years ; 

(it) whether those mahais were sold in public sales; 

(lit) whether there were large gatherings at the sale; and 

( tv ) whether there was any bid at the sales? 

(b) If there were no bids at the sales, to what reasons might this 
be ascribed to? 

(c) Has anybody taken settlement of the said taluks made khas 
by the Government? 

(rf) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(%) how many temporary estates of the Noabad taluks and jots* 
were resettled during the last revisional survey operation in 
the town of Chittagong ; 

(#Y) what was the revenue of those mahais before the revisional 
surrey; 
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<m) what is the revenue of those mahal* after the said survey; 
and 

(w) how many times the revenue has been enhanced on an average? 

(«) Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists that the 
revenue of the Noabad mahals in Chittagong is exorbitant and 
excessive P 

(/) Are the Government prepared to reconsider the assessment of 
revenue of the said Noabad mahals ? 

MEMBER in oharge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bt* 
Sir B. B. Chose): (a) (i) 1929-30 — 39 ; 1930-31 — 53. 

(»t) Yes. 

(tit) Yes. 

(tv) No, not for the Noabad taluks purchased by Government. 

( b ) In the few cases in which there were no bids the reasons might 
be (t] diluvion, (it) very small area, and (tY») waste lands yielding 
small profit. 

(r) Yes, in most cases. 

(d) (t) Part of one estate No. 34600 was resettled in the town of 
Chittagong comprising 525 Noabad taluks and 23 1 jotes. 

(it) Its. 3,828-5-5. 

(Hi) Rs. 6.464-4. 

(tr) By 69 per cent, in the cases referred to. 

(e) Representations have been made that the rent is excessive in 
comparison with the present price of paddy. 

(f) No. Hitherto no valid grounds for reduction of assessment have 
been advanced. 

Maulvi EYED MAJID BAK9H: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to tell us with reference to answer (d) (it) and (Hi) why there 
ha« been an increase of revenue in these mahals? 

TIn Hm*Mi Sir B. B. CHOSE l I want notice. 

Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKSMi Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to tell us whether the assessment was on the basis of the 
enhanced rent after the bid? 
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Tilt Macrttft Sir S* D# CHOSE* I want notice. 

Maulvi SYEO MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to tell us whether the increase by 69 per cent . as given in 
answer ( d ) ( iv ) is not excessive? 

The Hon’KMe Sir B. B. CHOSE; No. It must have been dm to the 

increase in the price of land in the Chittagong town. 

Millhri SYED MAJID BAKSH: With reference to answer (ft) (t), 
will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to tell us why in one year there 
was such a large increase in the sale of Noahad mohah ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I want notice. 

Btbu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: With reference to 
answer (c) t will the Hon’ble Member In* pleased to state whether those 
mahali were settled at an enhanced rate of rent? 


The HoiVble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer is there. We hove no 
information. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: With reference to 
answer (h) n:. t that there were no bids for the reasons (i) diluvion, 
(if) very small area, and (//<) waste lands yielding small profit, will the 
Hon'hle Memlx»r 1m* pleased to state what attrac ted the persona to take 
settlement of those uwhnh ? 


Tho Hon' Wo Sir S. B. CHOSE: It is impossible to say. It is their 

own business. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: If the enhance- 
ment of rent was based on the rise of the price of staple food crop, will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether in the present con- 
ditions, when the price of staple food crops is gradually on the decline, 
there is any remedy for getting any reduction? 

The Hon’Mt Sir B* B, CHOSE: It i* too hypothetical a question to 

give an answer. 

[Hah Badi Ajntr.n Chowhhu*t naked some supplementary questions 
in Bengali to which answers were given by the Hon'ble Member in 
Bengali.] 
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•m thuW *YM MAJID BAKSH : (a) Will the Hon ’Me 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Government now attaches much importance 
to the spread of primary education? 

(b) How many Moslem assistants are now engaged on primary 
education work in the office of the Director of Public Instruction , 
Bengal ? 

(c) If no Muhammadan assistants have been engaged on primary 
education work in the aforesaid office, are the Government considering 
the desirability of taking steps in the matter? 

MINISTER in oharge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'bte Mr. Khwaja Nazivmickbn):(<i) Yen. 

(6) None. 

(c) The distribution of the work of his office is a matter entirely 
within the discretion of the Director of Public Instruction. 

Maillvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hoti’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether he has not power of supervision over the dis- 
cretion of the Director of Public Instruction? 

The Hon’bla Mir. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: 1 have no reason to 
interfere with his discretion. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: If he find* that Muslim assistants 
are not employed, is it not enough reason for interfering? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Unless Muslim inter- 
ests suffer. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state wbat occasion is there for the appointment of 
Muhammadan assistants to deal with the spread of primary education? 

Tba Hee’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: None whatever. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is it not a fact that the 
Hoa’ble Minister himself being a Muhammadan can look after the 
interest ef Muhasunadaa* in regard to the spread of primary ed uc a ti o n ? 

(Cnee of “no.") 
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Mtim AmM o i Charm OMumrty. 

M2k Mr. R. MAITl! (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(i) that one Ambica Charan Chakravarty, an undertri&l prisoner 
in connection with the Chittagong Armoury Raid case, has 
been suffering from T. B. ; 

(u) that he has been kept in solitary confinement in the Midna- 
pore Central Jail for some months past; and 

(tit) that no opportunity is being given to him for having some 
walking exercise every morning and evening for certain 
hours in an open space inside the jail compound for the 
improvement of his health? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what action the Government contemplate 
taking for the removal of these restrictions and for making proper 
arrangements for his food and treatment? 

(c) Is it also a fact that the letters written by him to a lawyer of 
Midnapore town for legal advice regarding the pending case against 
him have been withheld? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state under what authority or under whose 
orders the letters were withheld? 


MKMftER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(tttf Hofl’bit Sir B. B. Choot): (a) (i) It is reported that since the 
prisoner’s transfer to the Midnapore Central Jail in August, 1031, 
no active signs of T. B. lesion have been found in his lungs. He is 
much improved in health and his weight has increased from 160 lbs. to 
167 lbe. 

(u) No. 

(m) No. He is given necessary facilities under the Jail Code 
Rulee. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d) One letter to a lawyer was withheld by the Super- 
intendent under the orders of District Magistrate, but subsequently an 
interview with the lawyer was allowed. 
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tabu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYi With reference 
in answer (c), will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether 
thew was anything objectionable in the let^ir justifying its with- 
holding? 

The Hoifble Sir B. B. CHOSE; Because the letter was considered 
objectionable. 

BahU HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: With reference to 
answer (c), will the Hon'ble Member l>e pleased to state under what 
rules of the Jail Code the letter was withheld P 


Th§ Hon , W« Sir B. B. CHOSE: The member is referred to the Jail 
Code. 

Mr. R. MAITI: With reference to answer (r), will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state who is the lawyer and when was the inter- 
view allowed? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I do not know. 

Balm SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: With reference 
to answer (a) (t) (.») and (Hi), will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether the facilities offered by the Jail Code are enough for a 
man suffering from T. B.? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: It is more than I can say. 

Mr. BHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hoo’blr 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that this undertml 
prisoner wae assaulted by a warder recently? 


Tim Htn"Mi Sir Bo Bo CHOSE: I want notice. It does not arise 
from the original question. 

Mr. BHANTI 8HEKHAR18WAR RAY: Will the Uon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether he is prspersd to make an uqmry 
into the nutter? 


Tlw llonTNo Mr B. B. CHOSE: I have already asked for notice. 
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pjttaga tf jMTtom mrmM tat n li —d umMt tha Emarganoy Pmn 
OrtftwwQ# in m&HjRrp. 

•m Hr. H. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge oi 
ihe Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state, with the period 
4 trf detention against each, — 

(i) how many persons have been arrested and detained under the 

Emergency Powers Ordinance (i.c., Ordinance No. II oi 
1932) from each subdivision of the district of Midnapore 
and 

(ii) how many of them have been released? 

4 b ) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the released prisoners have not been paid nnything ai 
expenses for going back to their respective homes; and 

(it) in many cases they have had to perform several days’ journey 
on foot from the jail where they were detained? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware that the ordinary convicts oi 
undertrials are always paid their expenses for journey home aftei 
release? 

( d ) If the answers to ( b ) and (c) are in the affirmative, will th« 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons for the differentia 
treatment ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: (oi (i) and (ii). 



Arrcwtad. 

Reiosaed. 

Radar 

... 33 

31 

Contai 

... 9 

9 

Ghntal 

... 4 

4 

Tamluk 

... 10 

10 


<6) (t) Yes. 

(ii) Government have no information. 

(o) Yes. 

(d) Because they are neither convicts nor undertrials. 

Mmftti IYIO 4ALALUDDIN HAIHIMY: Will the Hon’W 
Member be pleased to state if under the Jail Code division* I and £ 
prisoners, when escorted by Indian police officers in their railwa; 
journey, get inter-class travelling and when opeprted by sergeants, ge 
second class travelling? What is the reason for thii distinction f 
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The Han’bto Sir B. B. CHOSE: This does not arise out of the 
original question. The question was with regard to persons arrested 
and detained under the Emergency Powers Ordinance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I agree — this does not arise out of the original 
question. 

Mr. R. MAITI: With reference to answer («), will the Hon‘lde 
Member be pleased to state whether the persons arrested were kept in 
the Midnapore Central Jail? 

The Hon’blo Sir B. B. CH08E: I ask for notice. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: With reference to answer (n 
and (in, will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to *tnte why these person* 
were arrested at all? 

The Hon’ble 8ir B. B. CHOSE: It is not my affair at all. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: With reference to inswer 
(b) (/n, did the Government make any inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon'ble Sir B. B. CH08E: No. If any information comes to 
Government . they will make inquiry. 

Or. * NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Is it not usual for 
Government, after receipt of a notice of n question, to semi it to the 
local authorities for report? 

Th. Hon’M* Sir B. B. CHOSE: Not in nil cases. 

Or. HARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Did not the Government 
consider it necessary to ask for a report from the local officers in this 
particular case? 

Th# H Pit 9 hi# Sir B. B. CHOSE: No. When no complaint wan 
received, Government did not consider it necessary. 

Mr. R. MAITI: la it not a fact that Ghatal, Contai and Tamluk 
are at a considerable distance from Midnapore? 

Th# Hoffbt# Blr B. B. CHOSE: Yea. 

Mr, R, MAITI: Were the released person* paid anything for their 

expenses? 


7 
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Tht HfU’bto Sir 1. 1, CHOSE.! The answer is there in i^ijr to 

question (c). 

Mr. R. MAITlS With reference to answer (d) is it consistent with 
the Government's sense of justice to pay them nothing for their 
expenses when they were brought from a long distance? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not allow that question. 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is there any. 
thing in the rules ugainst the granting of travelling allowances to these 
prisoners? 

The Hon’bln Sir B. B. CHOSE: No. The rules do not provide for 
anything and, therefore, they were not paid. 


Olaasiftation of prisoners in the MMnapore Jail. 

MSI. Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (.Tails'^ Department be 
pleased to state — 

(») -how many persons, including females, have been arrested and 
convicted in connection with the present civil disobedience 
movement since August last in the district of Midnnpore; 
and 

(it) in how many cases of such conviction the recommendations 
of the trying Magistrate for higher division classification 
were upset by the Additional District Magistrate of Midna. 
pore and the convicted persons have been ordered by him 
to be placed in the lowest division ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state oil what prin- 
ciples or under what authority the recommendation* of the trying 
Magistrate were not accepted by the Additional District Magistrate of 
Midnapore? 

Thi Htn’bto Sir B. B. CHOSE: (a) (i) Out of 1,155 male* and 56 
female* arrested, 1,101 male* and 64 female* have bean oonvioted. 

(t«) The Additional District Magistrate did not upeet any recon*- 
mendatiou of the trying Magistrate. 

(5) Doe* not ante. 
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IhlW IYIO MAJID BAKIN I (Inaudible in thi Reporters* 
galtey) 

Tlli Hon’bli lir B» I. CHOII* I have no information ax regards 
that. 


Arrangamant for interviews in Dum Dum SfMO^al Jail, 

•182. Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state whether diusions l and 2 prisoners in the Dum Dum 
Special Jail are required to stand behind iron barred partitions while 
interviewing visitors? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Tlnn'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason, therefor? 

Thi HOfYble lir B. B. CH08E: («) There are two rows of wire- 
netting between the office room where the interviewers sit and the 
room in front of it when' the prisoners wait. 

(b) The object of this arrangement is to prevent the passing of 
unauthorised articles into and out of the jail. 


•1-15 p.m. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon ’Me Member be 
pleased to tell us if such an arrangement exist in any other jail in the 
piovinee? 

The HonUMe lir B. B. CHOSE: I am not sure. 1 would auk for 
notice ho that I might inquire. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’hie Member be 
pleased to tell us whether in view of the huge grant which the Council 
makes to the Jail Department, this is the only arrangement by which 
the passing of unauthorised articles can be prevented? 

Thi Hin’tMi lir B. B. CHOSE: If more money is given, we can 
appoint more jail officers in order to exercise more supervision. Thi 
difficulty is that there is only one jailor in Dum Dum. 

Maotv! IYED JALALUDDIN HAIHEMYl Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what oction he has taken with regard to 
the petition I submitted to him in person? 
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Thi Hoit'bto Sir B. B. CHOSE t I do not remember haying received 

any petition. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAYS Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to tell us if it is an innovation and, if so, it has his 
approval ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: It is not an innovation, and it has 
l>een in existence from before my time. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAR E8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state whether this arrangement was in existence 
last year? 

The Hon'ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am not aware of it. I would 
tisk for notice. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to tell us the reason for contradicting my 
statement ? 

The Hon'ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am not aware whether this wa* 
in existence last year and it is impossible for me to contradict the 
member. I have already asked for notice 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: In view of his present 
answer, will the Hon’hle Member withdraw the statement he made 
before ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is that? 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, when I suggested 
that this was an innovation and 1 asked whether it had the approval of 
the Hon’ble Memlier, the Hon’ble Member stated that it was not an 
innovation; then l asked him whether it existed last year and he could 
give no information on that point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you are carrying things too far. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY I Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the present arrangement is causing 
great inconvenience to the visitors? 

Tht Hta’bto Sir B. B« CHOSE: The answer is given in (6). It 
may be inconvenient, but the object is to prevent the passing 
unauthorised articles into and out of jails. 
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Dr. NARESH CHANDRA BEN CUPTA: Will the Hon'blo 
Member be pfeaaed to state whether it is not a fact that interviews are 
allowed in the presence of jail officers? 


TM Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE* I have already answeied it in reply 
to a supplementary question. I have already stated that there is only 
one jail officer in Dum Dum. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to tell us with reference to answer ( b ), how many 
cases of smuggling of unauthorised articles have been brought to the 
notice of the Hon’ble Member? 


The Hon’blo Sir B. B. CHOSE: I would nsk for notice. 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that in the Central Jail at Alipore division I and division II prisoners 
are allowed to he interviewed in the office of the Superintendent and 
division III prisoners in an iron -barred enclosure? 


The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The Jail ('ode provides for both 
methods ot interview. 


Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if this arrangement was made because of 
smuggling having taken place or for the purpose of preventing smug- 
gling:" 


The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer there; to prevent 
smuggling. 


Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: Had any actual case of 
smuggling taken place before these arrangements were mode? 


Tho Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I would ask for notice. 


Matilvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member tell tut 
whether or not there are any holes in the wire-netting? (Loud 
laughter.) 
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Um of moaquHo mU by -risenirt in Dun Own I pw iH Jail. 

•133. Mr. 3HANTI BHEKHAREBWAR RAY: WiU the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that many divisions 1 and 2 prisoners in the 
Dum Dum Special Jail have refused to use mosquito nets not made 
in India? 

Tha HonMMe Sir B. B. CHOSE: Yes. some division I and division 
II prisoners in the Dum Dum Special Jail at first declined for 3 or 4 
days to use mosquito nets the cloth of which had not been made in 
India, but since then they have been using* such nets without objection. 

Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to see that in future India-made articles are 
provided to prisoners to encourage indigenous goods? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I cannot promise. 

Babu SATlSH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to tell us whether it is not a fact that 
India-made articles are available in the market? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am sorry, I am not aware of it, 
because 1 seldom go to market now. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Tax-payers of municipal and rural areas. 

7S. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing separately in respect of sex and religion for the 
present ns far a* possible — 

(i) the number of persons residing in each municipality in this 
province, paying any kind of tax (income-tax, any kind 
of municipal rate or tax or any other kind of tax including 
land tax^; 

(ti) the number of persons residing in each district in rural uon- 
mumcipul areas, paying any kind of tax (income-tax, road 
cess, union board tax, chaukidari tax or any other tax); 
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(Hi) the number of persons belonging to the depressed classes 
resident uithin each municipality paying any kind of 
tax; 

(tv) the number of persons belonging to the depressed classes 
resident in rural non-municipal areas in each district paying 
any kind of tax; 

(r) the total number of public women residing in municipal areas 
paying any kind of tax ; and 

(ri) the total number of public women residing in rural non- 
municipal areas in the province paying any kind of tax? 

TM HonNMe Sir B. B. CHOSE: ( i ) and (ii) A statement giving 
provisional figures of the number of Muhammadans and non- 
Muhammadans paying union board rate or rhaukidart tax or union 
committee rate and municipal tax is placed on the table. 

No figures are available for land revenue or cess and the Itocal 
Government ha\e no figures for income-tax which is a central subject. 

(tit) to in) Government regret that the difficulty and expense of 
obtaining these figures would he so great that they cannot undertake 
to do so. 


Statement referred to in the anstrer to clauses (i) and (it) of an starred 
question No. 76. 

Provisional figures. 

I. — Rural areas. 



Muham- 

madan. 

Non-Mttham* 

madan. 

Total. 

Total number of rate -payer* in union board* . . 
Total number of rate* payer* in union committee* 
Total number of persons faying chaukidari tax 

3,371.507 

9,381 

381,738 

2,202.200 

18,127 

653,495 

5,573,873 

27,506 

1,035,231 

Total 

3,762,726 

2,873,888 

6.630.614 


II. —Urban areas (excluding Calcutta). 


Total number of rate*payer* in municipalities 
excluding Calcutta, Howrah anti Darjeeling . . 


262,727 


355,910 


III.— ItCU.W. AMI Ur DAK AREAS (ESCMDIWO CALCUTTA). * 


Total nnrobor of roto-poy «f» in onion boorrtu, 
commiueee and municipalitie* (ex- 
eluding Calcutta, Howrah and Darjeeling) ami 
penon a paying chaukidari tax 


3,855,909 


3,138,018 6,992,524 


Hm . — A detailed statement haa been placed on the library table. 
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Btngal Engineering College staff. 

77. Maulvi MUHAMMAD 80LAIMAN: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department been 
drawn to the anomaly existing in the Bengal Engineering College 
regarding the pay and allowance of the college staff? 

(h) Is the Hon ‘hie Minister aware — 

(t) that Mr. T. A. Garland, Assistant Professor of Civil Engineer- 
ing, appointed on the 3rd February, 1931, has been put 
in the grade of Rs. 750 — 50 — 950 with overseas pay of £36 
per month ; 

(it) that Mr. C. V. Miller, the Professor of Engineering (Civil) 
and in charge of the Department, appointed on the 29th 
of February, 1929, has been serving in the grade of 
Its. 700 — 50 — 900 with overseas pay of £25 per mensem; 
and 

(tit) that Mr. J. Riffkin, Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
and also Superintendent of the Workshop of the College, 
has been appointed in the grade of Rs. 700 — 50 — 900 with 
overseas pay of £25 per mensem? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for the differential treatment? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to remedy the apparent anomaly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) (t) Mr. Garland’s pay is as follows: — 

Rs. 750 and £30. Rs. 800 and £30. lts. 850 and £30 (Pause). 
(Efficiency Bar). Rs. 850 and £35. Rs. 900 and £35. Rs. 950 and 
£35. 

lie was appointed on the 2nd February, 1931. 

(*i) Yes. He was appointed on the 19th February, 1929. 

(f »t) Yes. 

(c) The terms of appointment of Messrs. Miller and Riffkin 
corresponded with those of their predecessors. 

The post of Assistant Professor of Civil Engineering was only 
createft in 1930, taking the place of an Assistant Professorship of 
Drawing in the Indian Educational Service and Mr. Garland was the 
first incumbent. The advertisement, which invited applications for 
the new post, required candidates to possess special qualifications 
At the time when the advertisement was issued, it was anticipated 
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that the new grade I of the Bengal Educational Service would be 
constituted almost immediately and the rates of pay offered therefore 
had some relation to the terms proposed for the new grade. 

(d) No. After due consideration of all the circumstances, Govern- 
ment decided that no action was necessary. The “anomalies'’ will 
disappear when the new grade I is constituted. 


Firry connection between Lalgola Chat and Codagari Chat. 

78. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in churge of the Public Works (Railways) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Eastern Bengal Railway at 
present provide a special steamer for the purpose of maintaining the 
ferry connection between Lalgola Ghat (Murshidubnd district) and 
Godagari Ghat? 

(b) Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last six months ending December, 1931,— 

(0 the total revenue received in ferry charges on (a) passenger, 
(b) luggage, parrels, etc., (c) freight traffic; and 

(it) the total cost of maintaining the ferry steamer (including 
upkeep, depreciation and capital interest, etc., thereon, 
staff expenses and the cost of maintaining ffhnt and river 
connections)? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Railway authorities have in the past 
considered the advisability of leasing t ho ferry service to outside 
contractors, in view of the loss sustained by the Railway in main- 
taining the service, and the need for economy in Railway 
expenditure ? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason why arrangements of this 
nature have not yet been made? 


MEMBER in charge of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr): «i) Yes. 

(b) The labour involved in compiling the statement would be 
excessive and Government regret they are not prepared to undertake 
it. 

(c) Yea. 

(i) The earnings of the ferry are not large and for an outside 
contractor to make any profit at all out of the transaction, it would 
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be necessary to work it at a very much lower standard than that main- 
tained by the Hailway, which would lead to constant complaints and 
representations to the Railway administration to take over the work- 
ing, as has happened in the case of those ferries which are at present 
worked through the agency of contractors. It is true that the 
Railway are not covering the expense of working the ferry, bot as it 
is considered that it influences the movement of traffic on a com- 
paratively large area and earnings not directly creditable to the ferry 
are provided to the railway, the Eastern Bengal Railway administra- 
tion, after considering the question in all its bearings, have come to 
the conclusion that the best interests of the travelling public and the 
Railway will be served if the Railway continue to run the ferry. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’bie 

Member be pleased to state whether he is aware that a steamer service 
is carried on by the India General Steam Navigation Company from 
Lalgola Ghat to Goalundo ria Godagari Ghat? 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Yes, 1 am aware of it. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether any offer was made to the steamer 
company to take up the ferry service at the standard of the railway 
company? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: I am not aware of any offer having 
been made to the steamer company. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to inquire whether any such arrangement can be 
made P 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: I ask for notice. 


Union boards in Hooghly. 

7t. Babu HARIBAN8A ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state whether Government paid any sum to the Hooghly district 
board during the year 1930-3 1 for making grants to the union boards? 

(b) It the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the amount of such grants? 
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MINISTER hi 0 §»rg» tf LOCAL tELF-COVIRNMf NT DEPART* 
***** (tfc» HtfiHAt Mr. Bijoy PraNtf Singh Roy): (<i) and ( b ) No such 
g«*nt other than the augmentation grant of Rs. 27,868, among the 
objects of which is to facilitate assistance to union boards, was paid to 
the Hooghly district board in 1930-31. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

$— Land Revenue. 

The discussion under the head “5 — Land Revenue* * wan then 
resumed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tell the house that items Nos. 9, H), 12 
to 15, 17 and 89 are all under discussion. 

The Hon’We Sir B. B. CH08E: Sir, in replying to these motions, 
the first point that I would like to state is that one member has accused 
Government in a very fervent ami eloquent manner for carrying on the 
revaluation proceedings in spite of the present distressing economic* 
situation in (he country of a criminal act. Well, it would l>e a sad 
thing if Government have Wen guilt v of committing any criminal act. 
The same charge was brought forward by some other members but not 
in so forceful a language. The reply that I can give is that if members 
had kindly listened to what I said in moving the giant, they would not 
have brought forward that charge. I said distinctly that it was not pro- 
posed to do any work of revaluation in 1932, and I pointed out that on 
account of that decision, the expenses had lieen curtailed a great deal. 
Therefore, Sir, there is no ground for making fhat uccusation. It is 
true that the revaluation proceedings which had Wen started in different 
districts are still Wing continued, und the reason for that I shall state 
presently. The main question which has Wen brought forward by the 
inemWrK in support of their motions is in regard to the amendment of 
Cess Act. I may state that the question of the amendment of the Cess 
Act is under consideration, but it has not Weu possible to come to any 
final decision in the matter as the questions involved are very compli- 
cated . 

On the other hand, as I stated yesterday, the note to section 24 of the 
Cess Art has been cancelled and instructions have Wen issued by the 
Board which make the assessments more lenient. Thus the valuation 
of kha* lands has been limited. Any tendency that may have occurred 
to over-aaaess khm lands, as compared with equally or more productive 
lands cultivated by raiyofi, has been checked and subletting by raiyaU 
i* being ignored provided that they are themselves cultivating a fair 
proportion of their lands. 
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The -programme of revaluation has been drastically caitfljied. It i s 
going on in the following districts, viz., Birbhum, M unl h idnbad , 
Jfokargunj, Faridpur, Chittagong and Tippera. In Chittagong, for 
Jnetance, tie Jast revaluation was made in 1907—11. The revaluation 
will not cause any hardship as even in the case of hhas lands, the valua- 
tion is at a very low figure in comparison with the normal value ofl rice. 
The Collector of Chittagong reports that khas lands when let out on 
produce rent have an annual value of much more than Rs. 10 per acre, 
even when the price of paddy is Rs. 2 a maund. He says that there are 
innumerable instances where the annual value of such lands varies from 
Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 per acre, and the ordinary value of land with paddy 
at Rs. 2 per maund is from Rs. 15 to Rs. 26. The cess valuation lor tho 
best lands is between Rs. 8 and Rs. 12 per acre according to circum- 
stances. So i the instructions that have been issued by the Board cannot 
be considered to cause any real hardship. In the districts in which 
revaluation has been taken up, stoppage would involve loss to the dis- 
trict board. 


3-30 p.m. 

The importance of revision of the ('ess Act is, however, folly realis- 
ed in order to secure a more satisfactory basis of assessment and more 
equitable distribution of the burden. 1 may add that proposals for 
securing these objects have been drawn up, but no final decision has 
been reached. It is expected that a decision as to the outlines of the 
Bill will be come to without unreasonable delay. Many will remember 
that this present Act has been in force for over 50 years and some 
members have said in the course of their speeches, that the Cess Act 
has not been properly interpreted or understood by the Revenue authori- 
ties; it may on may not Ik* so. As a matter of fact, the Cess Act is not 
a very ideal Act, and it is very difficult to interpret it, and more difficult 
to apply it. In order to avoid these complexities in the proposed new 
Bill, it must require careful consideration, and it cannot be introduced 
in a hurry. That is the reason why it has not Wen introduced as yet. 
We have got the report of the special officer, but that report will have 
to be thoroughly considered, but as I have said, there will not be any 
unreasonable delay over this, and members will have an opportunity of 
discussing it. 

As regards the specific complaint in motion No. 13, that hardship 
has Wen caused to the district board of Faridpur, the district board, it 
is true, applied for the postponement of the recovery of the cost of the 
revaluation operations. The matter was fully considered and the ori- 
ginal programme was considerably curtailed to reduce the ooet of the 
operations. The increase of cess that has already resulted from the 
revaluation proceedings, will soon repay the district board, the expendi- 
ture it has incurred. 
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As regards motion No. 15, the member means that the annual value 
has decreased. It may be true that the value of land has fallen prob- 
ably temporarily, owing to the economic situation; on the other hand, 
the cess valuation has to be fixed for at least five years. In Chitta- 
gong, for instance, it? is many years since the cess was revalued. 
Neither the valuation of kha* lands, nor the rent of raiyati lands is 
nearly as high as would be justified by normal prices of rice. 

As regards motion No. IT, there is no good reason for legislation. 
If the proposed amendment were made, it would indeed prevent the 
Collector from issuing a certificate until expiry of 30 days after the 
last date of payment, but the present law does not compel the Collector 
to do so. Further, it is difficult to understand what harm the posses* 
sion of the jmwer as ut present can do as in ac tual practice it is very 
difficult to issue certificates as a general rule within 30 days. As a 
matter of fact, certificates are not issued within 30 days, interest is not 
being charged if dues are paid without issue of certificates; but where 
the amounts covered by certificates have not i>epn paid within 30 days, 
theie is no reason whv interest should not be charged. Legislation, 
therefore, is unnecessary. 

On these grounds, Sir, T oppose the motions. 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, may I ask a question? Can 
the Hon’ble Member give us any idea ns to the time when the amending 
Bill will be introduced in this House? 


The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: It is very difficult to stale the 
approximate time, but as 1 have stated in my repK , every effort is 
Wing made to proceed with the matter. The questions are so compli- 
cated that any person dealing with the Cess Act will readily understand 
that it is as bad, as the Bengal Tenancy Act. It will take time to pre- 
sent the considered article Wfore the Council. Therefore it is very 
difficult to give an idea as to time, whether it will be early next year 
or in the middle of that year. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAs Will the ITon'blu Ueui tar 
be able to tell us whether the. idea of appointing a committee this year 
baa Wen abandoned? 


Tt» Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am not aware ; it h beyond my 

knowledge whether a committee will W appointed or not. 
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The follwoing motions were put and' lost : — 

M That the demand of Its. 1,38,800 under the head *5A — Charges of 
Administration — Road cess, valuation and revaluation establishment’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the work of revaluation being 
done in a drastic manner causing enormous enhancement in road cessea 
payable by the raiyats).” 

“That the demand of Its. 1,38,800 under the head *5A — Charges 
of Administration Road cess, valuation and revaluation establishment' 
be reduced by Ra. 1,000 (to criticise the polio; and th 9 desirability of 
early revision of the Cess Act).” 

The following motions were then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,38,800 under the head ‘5A — Charges of 
Administration — Road cess, valuation and revaluation establishment’ 
be reduced by Rh. 100 (to draw attention to the undesirability of 
carrying on revaluation proceedings in the present distressing economic 
situation in the country).” 

“That the demand of Its. 1,38,800 under the head ‘5 A- -Charges of 
Administration — Rond cess, valuation and revaluation establishment’ 
he reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the hardship caused to the 
district board of Faridpur on account of these proceedings).” 

“That the demand of Its. 1,38,800 under the head ‘5A- Charges of 
Administration -Rond cess, valuation and revaluation establishment’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to certain unsatisfactory pro- 
visions of the Oss Act and the failure of the Government to take steps 
for the revision of the Act in spite of repeated assurances).” 

The following motion was then put and lost : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,38,800 under the head *5A — Charges of 
Administration Road cess, valuation and revaluation establishment’ 
be reduced by Rs. 5 (to raise the question that the value of land baa 
decreased owing to the decreased price of paddy and jute at the time of 
road cess valuation and revaluation).” 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,38,800 under the bead *5A — Road cess, 
valuation and revaluation establishment’ be reduced to Re. I (amend- 
ment of section 45 of Bengal Cess Act with a view to extend the period 
of 15 dave’ grace, within which the road cess is now payable, to one of 
30 days).” 
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Tile motion that the demand of Ra. 39,04,000 under the head “ 5 

Land Revenue” be reduced by Ra. 5 (to draw the attention to the exces- 
sive assessment of cess and the failure to take effective steps for its pro- 
per assessment), was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYC«. 


All, Mautvi Hatun. 

Bakin, Mautvi Sytd Majid. 

Sal, Baku La lit Kumar. 

Bat, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Banna, Rai Sahib Panahanan. 

Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Beau, Mr. Narendra Kumar. 

Bural, Babu Oakul Chand. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahari Mahan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauhrl Atlmux- 
xaman. 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Nural Abaar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Bad! Ahmad. 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Bhani. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Satyandra Kumar. 
Outt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Euaufjt, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 

Bheae, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 
fieenka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Ouha, Babu Prefutla Kumar. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Haahemy, Maulvi Byad 4alaluddin. 

Hoqua, Kaii Emdadul. 

Has* in, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaxzam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuidin. 

Law, Mr. Surandra Nath. 


Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad AbduL 
Mukhepadhaya, Rat Sahtb Sarat Chandra. 
Nag, tabu Suk Lai. 

Paddar, Sstk Hunuman Prosad. 

Rahman, Maulvi Axiiur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Raikat, Mr. Proaanna Dtb. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Babu Khattvr Mahan. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan, 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shakhartswar. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu Satish Chandra. 
Raut, Babu Hoaani. 

Ray, Babu Haribanaa. 

Ray, Babu Satyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Sailavwar Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Saadatullah, Mautvi Muha mm ad. 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. 

San Qupta, Dr. Nartah Chandra. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Sinha, Raja B a ha d ur Bhupandra Narayan* 
af Nathipur. 


NO CM. 


Armatreng, Mr. W. L. 

Barttay, Mr. C. 

Baair Uddin, Khan BahiS Maulvi 
Muhammad. 

Btrkmyra, Mr. H. 

Blandy, Mr. K. N. 

Battawday, Mr. 4. M. 

Caban, Mr. D. 4. 

Cappinger, Majar-Danaral W. V. 

Caapa r , Mr. C. B. 

Daiit, Mr. 8. R. 

Paragui, tha Manila Nawab K. 0. M, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Pawaua, Mr. L R. 

Parraaaa r, Mr. 4. campball. 

Bengali, Rai Bahadur snail Kumar. 

Bhaaa, tha HaWMa Sir B. B. 

Skvmavi, tha MafThto AlhadJ Sir Abdt*. 

B U ehrMa, Mr. It. N. 

••ha, Mr. P. N. 

Burner, Mr. o. w. 

NnaaahK, Maulvi utNit 

Mr. W. 4. 


Khan, Maulvi Amtn'ux<zaman. 

L a wn , Mr. 8. W. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T 
Marr, tha Han tils Mr. A. 

MeCfuakia, Mr. K. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Muftiek, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Nag, Ravaraw d B. A. 

Naximuddin, tha NenWa Mr. Khwaja. 
Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4. B. 

Philpet, Mr. H. C. V. 

Prantiaa, tha Hen’bts Mr. W. D. R. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. 6. 

Raaa, Mr. 4. 

May, the Hen 'tola Mr. Bi|ey Praaad Stash. 
Sarkar, Sir 4adunatk. 

Barker, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

Themes, Mr. M. P. 

Travara, Sir t a aidit 
Wilkinaan, Mr. N. R. 

Wardauarth, Mr. W. C. 


He Ayes being 54 s*d ike Noes 44, the motion wts csnied. 
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The time-limit under the head "6— Land Revenue” having been 
reached the motion that a sum of Rs. 39,04,000 be granted for expen- 
diture under the head “5 — Land Revenue,” as amended by the Coun- 
cil, was put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head ‘*5 — Land Revenue” weie 
not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Naihipur: 

“That the demand of Rs. 1,38,800 under the head ‘5A — Road cess, 
valuation and revaluation establishment’ be reduced by Re. 1 (the 
desirability of relieving the zammdars from the duty of realising road 
and public work cesses of the rent-free holdings and of reviving the 
former practice of realising the said cess by the Collector).” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4 , HO , 000 under the head ‘5A — Charges of Administration’ he 
reduced by Rs. 1,00,000.” 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 4,80,000 under the head ‘5 A — 
Charges of Administration* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discus- 
sion about continuing the same style of establishment in the face of 
widespread economic distress prevailing in the country).” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : “That the 
‘demand of Rs. 4,80,000 under the head '6A — Charges of Administration’ 
be reduced bv Rs. 101 (to draw attention to the stringency of the 
revenue sule law and to press for its early amendment).” 

Rai 8ATYENDRA KUMAR DA8 Bahadur: That the demaud of 
Its. 4 ,80,000 under the head *5A Charges of Administration’ he reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to pm test against expensive system of administration dur- 
ing these days of financial crisis).” 

Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAB Bahadur: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,80,000 under the head ‘5 A- Charges of Administration’ be 
reduced by Rs. 4b <to raise a discussion and devise means to carry out 
administration of land revenue effectively and at less cost).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 10,71,000 
under the head *611 — Management of Government Estates- — Collection of 
Revenue* be reduced by Rs. 100 [to draw attention to (t) the necessity 
of remitting rent wholly or partly rn many cases or at least bolding 
realisation of rents in abeyance for some time owing to the distress 
prevailing amongst the tenants; (♦£) the drastic steps .that are being 
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taken for realising rents in spite of the incapacity of the tenants to 
make payment at present: and (tit) the inadvisability of serving kha* 
mahal tenants in certain areas («*.<?., in the district of Faridpur) with 
notices of enhancement of rent in the face of the acute economic distress 
that they are passing through]/' 

Haji BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 10,71,000 under the head ‘511 — Management of Government Estates 
— Collection of Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 50 (to consider fhe neces- 
sity of postponing the realisation of h a 1 f\ the amount of revenue during 
the*e days of famine).*’ 

Haji BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 
Rs. 10,71,000 under the head ‘511 — Management of Government Estates 
— Collection of Revenue’ Ik* reduced by Us. $1 G° consider the neces- 
sity of reducing 40 per cent, revenue in the temporary estates till the 
price* of paddy and jute reach their former rate).” 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: That the demand 
of Rs. 10,71 ,000 under the head ‘511 — Management of Government 
Estate^ Collection of Revenue’ l>e reduced bv Re. 1 Go draw attention 
to the extremely precarious condition of the landholders owing to the 
non-realisation of lent and to request some relief for them in the matter 
of payment ol revenue).” 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY : “That the demand ot 1G 1,28,000 undei the head 511— 
Management of Government Estates — Colonisation of Sundarhaim’ In* 
refused.” 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,28,000 under the head '511— 
Management of Government Estates — Colonisation of Sundarbans’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about the metbod of coloni- 
sation).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 1,28,000 
under the head *5B — Management of Government Estates— Colon izatiott 
of Sundar bans' be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy followed 
in settling lands).” 

Mr. f>. BANERJt: “That the demand of Rs. 14,12,000 under the 
head *5B -Management of Government Estates’ be reduced by 
Rs. 5,00,000 ” 


8 
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Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: -That the demand of 
Ra. 14,12,000 under the head ‘5B — Management of Government 

Batatas' be reduced by Re. 2,00,000. ,, 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAI: That the demand of 
Rs. 14,12,000 under the head ‘5B — Management of Government 

Estates' lie reduced by Rh. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about the tem- 
porarily settled estates, specially the Sundarbans estate)/' 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 14,12,000 
under the head ‘5B- -Management of Government Estates' be reduced 
by Its. 100." 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: That the demand of 
Rs. 14,12,000 under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue — 5B — Management of 
Governmtnt Estates’ be reduced by Its. 100 (to press the taking of 
immediate steps to amend section 26 of the Bengal Tenancy Act so as 
to allow the transfers without payment of landlords' fees in places 
where tenants had such right of transfer by local usuage or customs, 
e.y., tenants under Government khas mahal in the district of 
Noakhali)," 


Mr. R. MAITI : “That the demand of Rs. 14.12,000 under the head 
4 5R Management of Government Estates’ be reduced by Rs. 100 [neces- 
sity of taking immediate steps for amending section 26C of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act, IV of 1928, so as to allow the transfers 
without payment of landlords’ fees in places where tenants had acquired 
such right of transfer by local usuage or custom, e.g., tenants under 
Government khas mahal* in the district of Midnapore]." 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UF4I : That the demand ot 
Rs. 14,12,000 under the head ‘5B — Management of Government Estates* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the realisation of rents 
by certificate in the khas mahal areas of the Tangail subdivision and 
the consequential hardship of the tenants)." 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Re. 14 . 12 .OOu 
under the head *5B — Management of Government Estates' be reduced 
by Rs. 50 (to draw attention to the policy followed in recruiting khas 
mahal tahritdars, khas mahal amitu and clerks in the khas 
mahal department in disregard of the claims of qualified Muslim can- 
didates, particularly in the district of Faridpur)." 
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IWti TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 14,12,000 
under the head ‘5B — Management of Government Estates’ be reduced 
by Be. 10 [to criticise the attitude of the Government towards the 
grievances of the tenants against (1) realisation of landlords* fee under 
sections 26D, 26E and 48H of the Bengal Tenancy Act, (2) exercise of 
the right of pre-emption/ under section 26F of the said Act and (3) the 
demand of the tenants in general for a thorough revision of the Act and 
repeal of those provisions at least in respect of Government estates].** 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 14,12,000 under the head ‘5B — Management of Government 
Estates’ be reduced by Re. 1 (for not taking early steps for the appoint- 
ment of a sufficient number of Moslem officers a* khas mahal officers, 
khas tahsildar a, managers ami assistant managers in Government 
estates).** 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 
Rs. 14,12,000 under the head ‘< r >B — Management of Government Estates’ 
Ik* reduced by Re. 1 (Government should not put to sale the vuihal for 
arrears of revenue until the financial condition of the country has 
improved).’* 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: That the 

demand of Rs. 14,12,000 under the head ‘5B Management of 
Government Estates* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the 
necessity of settlement of khas vuihal lands with the unemployed youths 
of hhadraloke families in order to solve the problem of unemployment).** 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nathi- 

pur: “That the demand of Rs. 14,12,000 under the head 4 . r >B — 
Management of Government estates’ be reduced by Re. 1 (the desirabi- 
lity of framing rules by the Board of Revenue with regard to the 
revenue assessment of the temporarily settled estates in Bengal consis- 
tent with the spirit of the well-known resolution of the Government of 
India of 1902).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 14,12,000 under the head *5B — Management of Government estates’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of Government especially 
the khtu mahal officer of Noakhali for iniquitous distribution of lands 
in Noakhali khas mahal during the years 192#, 1929, 1930 and 1931).” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 2,02,930, 
under the head ‘5C -Survey and Settlement— Pay of Officers* be 
refused.** 
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Dr* NARE8H CHANDRA SIN CUPfAs “That the demand of 

Rs. 18,41,000 under the head *50— Survey and Settlement* be reduced 
by Re. 8,00,000.** 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI : “That the demand of 

R8. 18,41,000 under the head ‘5C — Survey and Settlement* be reduced 
by Rh. 1,000 (to criticise the survey and settlement policy and the 
unsatisfactory manner in which the questions of title and right in 
holdings are being decided by the Settlement and Assistant Settlement 
Ofli('ers and also to draw attention of Government on the desirability 
of postponing all survey and settlement operations in view of serious 
economic distress till better times come).** 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of 
Its. 18,41,000 under the head ‘hC — Survey and Settlement’ be reduced 
by Its. 100 (desirability of postponing all survey and settlement opera- 
tions in view of serious economic distress).*' 

Babu HARIBAN8A ROY: • That the demand of Rb. 18,41,000 under 
the head ‘5C-- Survey and Settlement’ be reduced by Rb. 100 (to criti- 
cise the policy of the Government in continuing the survey and settle- 
ment operations).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : That the demand of 
Its. 18.41,000 under the head TiC — Survey and Settlement’ be reduced 
by IN. f» (to consider the necessity of leducmg 40 per rent . revenue in 
the temporary estates <>} the amount which was settled at the time of 
settlement as the price of pndd\ and jute has fallen down by more than 
60 per cent .).” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: That the demand of 
Its. 18,41,000 under the head *f>C Survey and Settlement* be reduced 
by He, 1 (to criticise the policy of the Government in persisting in 
making a survey and settlement during a time of severe economic 
distress).** 

Hal KI8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: “That the 

demand of Rs. 18,41,000 under the head ‘5C— Survey and Settlement* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge the postponement of all survey and settle- 
ment operations until there is an improvement in the economic situa- 
tion),** 

Han BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 18,41,000 under the head *50 Survey and Settlement* be reduced 
by Re. 1 (realisation of settlement costs).*’ 
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Mali BAOI AHMEO CHOWOHURY: “That the demand ot 
R«. 60,000 under the head ‘5D — Land records' be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
consider the necessity of recording less 40 per cent, revenue from the 
amount in the final publication kheUian in the temporary estates and 
in the estates under tenure as the prices of- paddy ami jute have fallen 
after the final publication)/' 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,01,000 under the head *5E — Assignments and compensations' 
be reduced by Its. 20 (for remission of compensation, internet, penalty 
and exemption fee while realising urrear revenues of joti mnhal, taluk 
and other maheds).” 

Babu SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: ' That the demand of 
Rs. 89,04,000 under the head ‘oA Land Revenue’ he reduced hy 
Rs. 9,00,000.” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 89,01,000 
under the head ‘5 Land Rexenue* Ik* reduced hy Rs. 1,000 (early 
repeal of prmisions for enhancement of rent in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act).” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 89,04,000 
under the head ‘5— -toind Revenue’ lie reduced by Rs. 1,000 [to raise a 
discussion on the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act 
regarding landlord’s fee and pre-emption].” 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAt: “That the demand of 
Rs. 39,04,000 tinder the head *o Land Revenue* lw* reduced by 
Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion aliout the stringency of the Revenue 
Sale I jaw." 


Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdt Bahadur: That the 

demand of Rs. 39,04,000 under the head *5 Land Revenue’ lie reduced 
by Rs. 1,000 (to urge the amendment of rules under the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, regarding the transmission of landlords' tiansfer fees).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH* “ That the demand of 
R*. 39,04,000 under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ be reduced by 
1,000 (to draw the attention of Government to the uece*#ity of 
■koditeation of rent laws and the appointment of a Rent Commission 
for the purpose).” 
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Matslvi ABDUL HAMID SHAHS “ That the demand of Be. 39,04,000 

under the head *5 — Land Revenue , be reduced by Rb. 1,000 [to criticise 
the attitude of Government in respect of the provision regarding land- 
lords' fee and pre-emption in the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act 
resulting in the loss both to landlords and tenants by discouraging free 
transfer of occupancy holdings and in a substantial fall of revenue 
under ‘Stamps and Registration]." 

Maulvi HA8SAN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 

HASHEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 under head *5 — Land 
Revenue* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about the failure 
of payment of revenue by the zamindar and rent by the raiyats owing to 
acute economic distress due to famine and flood and suggest measure to 
cope with the situation)." 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 

HA8HEMY* “That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 under the head 
‘5 — Lund Revenue* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 [to draw attention to the 
immediate necessity of amending t he provision of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act, relating to payment of landlords’ fees and exercise 
of right of pre-emption in case of sales of occupancy holdings]." 


Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: “That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 
under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 500 (early repeal 
of the enhancement provisions in the Bengal Tenancy Act)." 


Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI : “That the demand of 
Rs. 39,04,000 under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ he reduced by 
Rs. 500 (to discuss and draw attention of the Government to the 
economic distress prevailing in the Tangail subdivision and the 
inadequacy of the measures taken by Government)." 


Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 39,04,000 under the head ‘5 — Laud Revenue’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 [to raise a discussion regarding the effects of the Bengal Ten- 
ancy (Amendment) Act upon the economic condition of the country]." 


Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of R*. 39,04,000 
under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the urgent necessity of amendment of the newly amended 
Bengal Tenancy Act relating to payment of landlords' fees and 
exercise of right of pre-emption)." 
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Itafivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdh “That the demand of 

lit. 39,04,000 under the head *5— Land Revenue’ be reduced by 
Be. 100 (to urge upon the Government the immediate necessity of 
amending the Tenancy Act so as to do away with the right of pre- 
emption, reduce the rate of landlord’s fee, transmission fee, etc.).” 

tabu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER* “That the demand of 
Rs. 39,04,000 under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ be reduced by 
Us. 100 (to urge that immediate steps should be taken for the reduc- 
tion of landlords’ fee on sale of occupancy holdings, the abolition of 
the right of pre-emption and also for the repeal of the enhancement 
provisions in the Bengal Tenancy Act).” 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: That the demand of 
Rt>. 39,04,000 under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue* be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about Government’s failure to render 
sufficient help to the zamindars to cope with their finaneial crisis).” 

Mr. R. MAITI: “That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 under the head 
4 5 — Land Revenue’ Ik* reduced by Rs. 100 [to raise a discussion about 
the anomalous position created by the High Court decision reported in 
Volume 34 of the Calcutta Weekly Notes at page 845 regarding clause 
17 of section 3 of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, IV of 
1928].” 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: That tin* demand of 
Rs. 39,04,000 under the head ‘5 A — Land Revenue’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the serious economic situation which 
has made collection of rent and payment of revenue extremely difficult 
and to urge on the necessity of some relief for the landholders).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of K*. 39,04 ,000 under 
the head ‘5 — Lund Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to urge a thorough 
revision of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, specially in respect of the 
provisions regarding the landlord**’ fee, landlords’ right of pre-emption, 
enhancement of rent, division of tenancy and distribution of rent and 
transmission fee).” 

MlUivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 39.04.000 
under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ lie reduced by R*. 100 (to draw 
attention to the enormous loss of revenue to the province owing to the 
operation of the Permanent Settlement and attitude of the Government 
toward* the settlement ). 0 



1B0 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[15th March, 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANS “That the demand of Re. 39,04.000 
under the head '6 — Land Revenue (Reserved) 1 be reduced by Re. 100 (on 
the ground that the administration is always influenced by landlords 
and is always apathetic to the interests of the tenants as against those 
of the landlords).’ * 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIH KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 
under the head '5 — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise 
the policy of the Government regarding the Permanent Settlement).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 
under the head *f> — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 50 [to draw 
attention to all round harmful effects of the provisions of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act regarding landlords’ fee and pre-emption 
and to the necessity of an early amendment of those provisions].” 

Babu 9ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the demand 
of Rs. 39,04,000 under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ be reduced by 
Rs. 50 (to draw attention to the urgency of early amendment of some 
sections of the Bengal Tenancy Act including the provisions for the 
payment of landlords' fee).” 

Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur: “That the demand of 
Rs. 39,04,000 under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ he reduced by 
Rs. 50 (to raise a discussion about the heavy costs incurred in manage- 
ment of Government estates, survey and settlement and land records 
and devise means how these can he reduced).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 39,04.000 
under 4 lie head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ he reduced by Rs. 50 (to draw 
attention to the inability of the Government to give protection to the 
tenantry against the drastic steps that are being taken by landlords for 
the realisation of rents in spite of the incapacity of the tenants in 
general to make payments owing to acute economic distress prevailing 
amongst them).” 

Rai Bahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: “That the demand of 
Rs. 39,04,000 under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 10 
(to raise a discussion about* the stringency of the Revenue Sale Law).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: ‘’That the demand of 
Rs, 39,04,000 under the head ‘5 — I^and Revenue* be reduced by Re. 1 
[to criticise the attitude of the Government for not taking early steps 
for reduction of landlord’s fee on sale of occnpancy tenancies for the 
abolition of the right of pre-emption, for the repeal of the present 
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procedure and for repeal of the enhancement provision of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act resulting in the discouragement of 
fne transfer of occupancy holdings]. ” 

ftai KESMAB CHANORA BANERdt Bahadur: That the 
demand of Rs. 39,04,000 under the head ‘5A — Land Revenue’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the stringency of the 
Revenue Sale Law and the necessity for undertaking legislation so as to 
provide for the ejectment of a tenant for his failure to pay rent to the 
landlord for four successive years).” 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of IN. 39,04,000 
under the head *•> — Land Revenue* he reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a dis- 
cussion about the claims of the depressed classes in the matter of 
appointment in this department ).” 

Ra|« BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nathipur: 

“That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 under the head T>. — Land Revenue’ 
he reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the attention to the serious economic 
condition of the agriculturists in geneial, which has made the collec- 
tion of rents and the payment of the revenue in time extremely difficult 
and to request the Government to give one month’s grace or to cfiange 
the latest dates for the payment of revenue by an extension of one 
month more).” 

Maulvi NURUL ABSAR CHOWDHURY: That the dr mam! of 
Rs. 39,04,000 under the head *5 — Land Revenue’ he reduced by Re. 1 
[to urge that early steps he taken for the abolition of landlord’s fees 
on sale of occupancy tenancy and the right of pre-emption; (b) for the 
repeal of enhancement provision of the Bengal Tenancy Act; (Vt for 
the grant of such rights to the tenantry ns may truly fulfil the intention 
of the Permanent Settlement].” 

Mr. R. MAITI: “That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 under the head 
f> — Land Revenue’ he reduced by Re. 1 (early repeal of the enhance- 
ment provisions in the Bengal Tenancy Act).” 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA: “That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 under the 
bead ’6 — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Re. 1 [to raise a discussion on 
the necessity of cutting down and postponing all expenditure on sub* 
ject* and in departments which are not immediately reproductive, e.g 
(t) Survey and Settlement, (it) J^and Acquisition, (tti) Partition, (tv) 
Agricultural improvement in Sundarbans].” 
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Mftulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ‘That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 
under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue* be reduced by Re. 1 [to draw atten- 
tion to the lose of revenue consequent upon the reduction in value and 
free transfer of occupancy holdings owing to the provisions of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act regarding ‘ salami ’ and ‘pre-emption’ 
and the apathy of the administration towards the grievances of the 
raiyaU in these respects].” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 under 
the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge the necessity 
of making immediate legislation for the reduction of tenants’ rents on 
account of unusual fall in the price of all agricultural products in 
Bengal and also for the abolition of landlords’ claim of interest or 
compensation in suits for arrears of rents in these days of extreme 
economic sufferings).” 

Maulvi 8YCD MAJID BAK8H: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 39,04,000 
under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a dis* 
cussion on the abolition of the Permanent Settlement).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Rs. 39, 04, 000 
under the head ‘5 — Land Revenue’ }>e reduced by Re. 1 (to urge the 
necessity of taking steps for the abolition of the Permanent Settlement).” 


6— Excite. 

Tht Hon’tH* Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 17,39,000 ho granted for expenditure under the head 
”6 — Excise.” 

In placing this demand before the House, it is necessary' to review 
generally the excise policy of the Government during the year 1931-32 
and also to state how far it has l>een modified according to the wishes 
of the Council as expressed in the course of discussion on the budget 
grants last year according to the definite assurances given by me on the 
floor of this House on that occasion. It is also desirable to explain 
the fall in excise revenue as well as the retrenchment effected by the 
department as a result of the fall. 

As before, the policy has been maximum revenue with minimum 
consumption. This has resulted in a steady reduction of the quantity 
of sale of excisable articles though it is difficult this year to find out 
how much of the reduction is due to that policy and how much to the 
economic causes. The decisions of the licensing hoards as regards the 
number and location of shops in Calcutta as well as in the mufastel 
have been accepted as final almost in every case; so that opening of 
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new excise shops is fully controlled by these boards. One important 
improvement in this direction has been secured by the introduction of 
licensing boards in every district; formerly they existed only in four, 
namely, 24-Parganas, Rang pur, Dacca and Chittagong. Now we have 
introduced licensing boards all over the province. Public opinion is 
adequately represented on them through the chairmen and two members 
of the district boards and chairmen of the Sadnr Municipalities. As 
regards the granting of licenses, the policy of Government has been 
for the last few’ years to give preference to educated youngmen. In 
the last budget session the House emphasised opinion in favour of the 
policy and it was pointed out that in practice the policy was not giveu 
full effect. To offer adequate facility to young educated men, it is now 
proposed to reduce the rate of advance fees from the licensee to fees of 
16 days instead of 11 months and the matter is under consideration of 
Government. Many educated men of the bhadralop class find it diffi- 
cult to deposit 1$ months’ fee in advance and consequently they are 
eliminated from the field. It is hoped that the reduction in rate will 
remove their difficulty. 

The constitution of the Calcutta Licensing Hoard formed the subject 
matter of criticism by some of the hon’hle members in the lust budget 
session. From administrative points of view*. I may say. Sir, that the 
existing board is functioning very satisfactorily. We have three 
officials on it representing important public opinion in the city. But 
the Corporation of Calcutta, which previously used to send two 
representatives on the board, no longer enjoyed that privilege. It is 
proposed to appoint two representatives of the Corporation on the new 
licensing hoard this year. This will make its representative character 
complete. In this connection I may mention that we propose to give 
representation neither to the Temperance Federation nor to wine trade 
and in doing so we shall he following the policy in England and other 
countries. 

Now I come to the very large fall in excise revenue during the last 
three years. The actual of 1920-30 was IN. 2,20,00,000 of 1930-31 
Es. 1,80,00,000. the revised estimate in the current year is 
Rs. 1,58,00,000 and the budget estimate for the year 1932-33 is 
Rs. 1,68,00,000. The excise revenue showed a steady increase from 
1921 to 1930. The figures for expenditure, on the other hand, were 
fairly steady. They varied between Rs. 13,28,000 and Rs. 15,42,000. 
These figures are exclusive of the price of opium. The expenditure, 
therefore, varied between 7*4 per cent . and 8 *4 per cent the tendency 
being towards reduction. The cost of establishment in 1929-30 was 
Rs. 13,73,000 in 1930-31 it was Rs. 13,28,000. in 193142 it was 
R«. 12,37,000, whereas next year it would he only Rs. 11,81,000; so 
that the coat of running the department has been proportionately 
lowered with the fall in revenue. 
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The fall in revenue is mainly due to economic depression. But any 
further retrenchment at the present stage is not possible without a 
change of the system of administration which may or may not be 
conducive to the efficiency of the department and production of revenue. 
In this connection I would venture to remind the House that the excise 
is the second largest head of provincial revenue and the House should 
not accept in a hurry any proposal of retrenchment because it might 
kill the goose which laid golden eggs. 

With these remarks T move ray motion. 


Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 21,500 under the head “f>A — Superintendence — Pay of 
Officer — Commissioner” be refused. 

The object of my motion is to place Wore the House the policy of 
Government underlying the Excise Department. My personal 
experience in this House during the last three years is that every 
group of people and every member of the House who have taken part 
in the deliberations of this matter have emphasised that the excise 
policy of Government should be changed. I have carefully beard the 
speech just now made by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge; he has only 
repeated the same policy of Government in this department, that is, 
the maximum of revenue ami the minimum of consumption. May I 
ask the Hon'ble Minister — maximum revenue from whom and for 
whom? The real representatives of the people in this House have on 
many occasions stated that they do not want this policy ; they want 
total prohibition. If the policy he the maximum of revenue and if 
this revenue is to be raised from the poorer people, that is. from the 
labouring classes generally, we are not going to accept it. In this con* 
nection I want to remind the Hon’ble Minister 


Tht Hon’bi* Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I rise on a 
point of order? The hon’ble member’s motion is that the pay of tho 
Commissioner be refused, but he is criticising the policy of Government 
generally. Up to now he has not said a word about the Commissioner’s 
pay. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the Hon'ble Minister is right. Yours is 
more or less a cut motion in which you want to discuss the Commie- 
sioner. If you have anything to say about the personal capacity of the 
Commissioner or the way in which he is managing the department, vou 
are in order; but you cannot raise the question of policy. 
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Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HAtttEMY: May I submit that in 
<l«wek>ping my argument I am entitled to discuss the policy of Govern- 
ment in this matter? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry, you are not entitled to do that. 
You can certainly touch on the policy of Government in making thid 
appointment ; how this appointment is made, whether any suitable 
person has any opportunity of fretting it and of course the policy of 
Government comes in that way ; hut when you begin to criticise the 
whole excise policy of Government in this connection you certainly go 
beyond your limits. 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: If that is \mn ruling 
I formally move my motion, and shall discuss the policy of Govern- 
ment in the next motion that stands in my name. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a quite different matter. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: Thai the demand of 

Rv ‘J 1,500 under the head ‘ (i A — Supei intendencc— I*«\ of Excise 
Commissioner' be reduced by lie. 1 (to draw attention to the working 
of the Excise Commissioner).” 


The Hon’bfe Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: As the hon'Me 
member lias formally moved the motion, 1 also formally oppose it. 

The motion of Maulvi Kyed Jalaluddin Hashemy was tlien put and 
lost. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. 30,800 under the head “fiA- -Excise- -Superintendence— 
Other gazetted officers” l>e reduced bv Rs. 14,400. 

This is a purely economic question. You will he pleased to find, 
Sir, that there are two Deputy Commissioners of Exc ise posted at the 
headquarters station at Calcutta, and one is not sure as to the nature 
of the duties that these two officers of the same cadre perform at the 
same station. Apart from this, there is one little fact which may 
clear up the situation. We are faced with a deficit budget and we 
find that various necessary schemes are held up. I would have under- 
stood the position if this motion of mine had aimed at throwing any 
permanent officer out of employment. But, Sir, you will find that 
about three mouths ago, the permanent Commissioner of Excise had 



Ij# DEM AS 1)8 FOR GRANTS. [15th Maech, 

retired from wrvice ; and one of the permanent Deputy Commissioners 
haa been promoted to the poet of the Commisaioner. This gave an 
opportunity to the Government to save a fairly large amount of money 
in the face of a heavy deficit. We all know that it was on the ground 
of financial stringency that the ordinary annual transfers of the judicial 
officers have been withheld for the time being. I have, therefore, 
tabled this motion with the hope that the Government will find their 
way to reduce their expenditure by agreeing to my motion and I com- 
mend it to the acceptance of the House. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,04,900 under the head “fiA—Exeise— Superintendence’ r 
be reduced by Rs. 20,000. 

My object is exactly the same as that of my friend Mr. Mullick. 
I have worked out this figure of Rs. 20,000 by looking into the details 
of accounts with which, however, I do not want to worry the House. 
The Hon’ble Minister has claimed in his speech that everything has 
been done in the way of retrenchment in this department that could 
l»e done. This he establishes not by showing that all possible avenues 
of economy have been explored but only by showing that the propor- 
tion of expenditure on the establishment has remained the same. 
Although the income has gone down enormously, the expenditure has 
gone down only in the same proportion; but is that enough? With a 
budget in which we are faced with a deficit of Rs. 1,64,00,000 is it 
enough to say that I have left the level of my expenditure in the 
same proportion? The same proportion in the case of a prosperous 
income and a low income does not mean the same thing. 

The question is : has everything been done to cut down expenditure 
to the minimum possible? The Hon ’hie Minister does not enlighten 
us in the least with regard to what he has done to find out all pos- 
sibilities of retrenchment. My friend Mr. Mullick has pointed out one 
particular matter and there is no reason why that should not be adopted. 
May I refer to another thing which might be tried? Some time ago 
the Excise Department was not placed under a separate and special 
staff from top to bottom, but the district officers were entrusted with 
the work of controlling the Excise Department in the districts. 
Suppose wo consider whether we might not go back to that system 
and abolish some of the posts involving supervision. If that were done, 
I am sure that then* would be considerable reduction in expenditure and 
we would have the maximum of revenue with the minimum of expendi- 
ture. I do not think that there has been any occasion for Government 
to balance the results achieved by the old system and the results 
achieved under the new system, and to find out whether, on the whole, 
the balance of advantage, both financial and otherwise, has keen in 
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favour of the maintenance of a totally independent and separate cadre 
right through. I think that in these times of distress when our 
fin ancial wisdom becomes exceptionally keen, if we look at the whole 
history, we will find that answers to questions like these are likely 
to give us clues to definite schemes of economy, and I am sure that 
the reduction of Rs. 20,000 which I have proposed would be the least 
that we could easily have on that basis. If we reduce this budget 
by Rs. 20,000, it will certainly give us good results. I think, looking 
at the details of accounts and without any knowledge of the working of 
the Excise Department I can find out a number of ways in which a 
greater reduction can be made. I was suggesting that if Government 
examined the matter in greater detail, they would find that a higher 
figure than Rs. 20,000 which I have proposed could be a possible 
minimum, by exercising retrenchment. 


The HofftMe Mr. BiJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr Mullirk 
wants to do away with one of the Deputy Commissioners. T may say 
for the information of the House that there were three Deputy Com- 
missioners of Excise before, and on the recommendation of the Retrench- 
ment Committee appointed in 1922, one of them wns done away with. 
There are two Deputy Commissioners of Excise now — Deputy Com- 
missioner of Excise and Salt, who is in charge of preventive work and 
warehouses and the other is in charge of the distilleries, who is also 
ex-officio Collector of Excise, Calcutta. The Collector of Calcutta is a 
very hard-worked officer. One-third of the whole excise revenue comes 
from Calcutta and over and above his duties ns officer in charge of 
distilleries, he is the Excise Collector of Calcutta. The other Deputy 
Commissioner is in charge of supervision of work in the districts, I 
do not think it is possible to do away with one of the two Deputy 
Commissioners. If that is done, then who will be in charge of super- 
vision of district work? 

The introduction of the fixed-fee system has necessitated very care- 
ful supervision; otherwise Government would lose revenue. 

As regards the proposal of my esteemed friend Dr. Xaresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta, his suggestion is that we should go back to the old system. 
I do not see much merit in this proposal. The fixed-fee system was 
adopted by Government after a long and careful consideration and the 
results were very 7 satisfactory. 


Dr. NARCtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a point of personal 
explanation. Sir. I never asked the Government to revert to the old 
system prevailing before the fixed-fee system. I only asked Govern- 
ment to revert to the system under which district officers used to 
exercise • supervision over excise matten. 
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The Hoft’Me Mr. BIJOY Ml AMO SINGH ROYS I stand corrected. 

Sir. As I said, witli the introduction of the fixed-fee system 

[At 4-15 p.tn. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-‘U) p.m.] 


4-30 p.m. 

The Hon 9 Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, in reply 
to the arguments advanced by Dr. Sen Gupta, I may say that if his 
proposals are accepted, we shall be reverting to the old system of 
having Excise Deputy Collectors instead of Excise Superintendents. 
But with the fixed-fee system, and the problem of illicit distillation 
and smuggling, which have assumed almost an international character, 
it is very necessary that specially trained men should be employed by 
the department and not ordinary Deputy Collectors. That is one of 
the reasons why it is not possible for us to go back to the old system. 
Formerly there were 13 Superintendents. Their number has now been 
reduced to 8 and there is some saving there. Tn reply to Dr. Sen 
Gupta’s query whether Government has done everything possible to 
reduce the expenditure of this department, I may say that we have 
explored all possible avenues under the present circumstances. The 
pay of officers has been reduced by Rs. 50,000; travelling allowance by 
Rs. 22,000; rewards by Its. 7,700; contract contingency charges 
by Rs. 7,800; and the price of opium having gone down, the total 
saving is Rs. 70,752. So T think that Government have not neglected 
the question of retrenchment, and though the proportion of expendi- 
ture lias not gone down much below the proportion of revenue, still it 
is something that they have succeeded in maintaining the balance 
between revenue and expenditure. With these words T oppose the 
motions. 

The motion of Mr. Mukunda Beharv Mullick was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and 
lost. 

Reverend B. A. NAG. I l>eg to move that the demand of R*. 54,300 
under the head “6 A — Excise — Superintendence — Pay of officers” be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion as to whether there is not a 
lack, or inadequacy, or incompetencv of Excise Superintendence). 

In moving the motion I would like to congratulate the Govern- 
ment, and Che Hon’ble Minister in particular, on the reduced excise 
income. It is a happy thing. My congratulation would have been 
still more cordial if I could persuade myself that this reduced income is 
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Jae to the efforts mode by the Excise Commissioner or the Superinten- 
dents to translate into action the so-called excise policy o! Government. 
So far as the Excise Department is concerned, it seems, Sir, that the 
policy which was enunciated about six years ago has remained a dead 
letter with that department as it is with the Government, for I have 
carefully read the administration rejjorts of the last ten years and 1 
have found no mention whatsoever by the Excise Commissioner any- 
where to say that this diminution of consumption has been the result 
of carrying out the excise policy. Nor have I seen anywhere Gov- 
ernment inquiring from the Excise Department what is being done 
with that policy. Is it being carried out? Is it effective? If it is 
not found effective, whether it should be given up. I am, however 
happy to think that we have about Rs. 67,00,000 less than 1929-30. 
This Rs. 67,00,000 will be used for the maintenance of jxwr women and 
children, because it is they who used to pay this large sum. The Excise 
Commissioner in his present report says that the number of people who 
drink in this province is very smull. It does not, therefore, require 
much imagination to see that when the income was, as it was a year 
ago. lis. 2, 26, 00, 000, no doubt divided amongst these poor people, 
what havoc that income pluyed ujxm the families of these poor people; 
and 1 am really happy that the income this year is Rs. 67,00,000 less. 
1 well and I hojs* the Government will yet change their excise policy 
and make jirohibition ie its final goal. If thev do that, here is a 
chance. l**t tin* Hon’ble Minister in churgo of the Deportment be 
reconciled to this reduced income and let him see, as we would all 
like to see, that the income lx* another Its. 67,00,00 less next year and 
so on until it dwindles into nothing and Bengal is freed from this 
income which is made at the cost of moral, physical and economical 
ruin of the jioor people of the province. 


MtuJvi EYED MAJID BAKtH: Tx it due to the lack of super- 
vision ? 

R tv rm d B. A* NAG: Now, Sir, 1 might be told that if this income 
does not come from this department ns the Hon’ble Minister has 
already been pleased to tell us—if the goose that lays the golden egg 
be killed — what shall we do with the administration? I am hoping, 
Sir, there will be such a wide awakening of national conscience that 
the Council will see that the administration of Bengal does not use the 
tainted money derived from excise. But, Sir, whatever the character 
of that policy may be, if the Excise Commissioner and his Superinten- 
dents gave a fair trial to that policy, we would have been in a posi- 
tion to say to-day whether that is an effective policy or a wrong policy. 
I personally consider that policy to be a very pernicious policy. I 
would like to be supported by the experience of the Excise Commis- 
sioner. 1 consider it a wrong and pernicious policy, because if by 
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maximum income or revenue yon have minimum consumption, it 
means that the less number of people who consume the drink contribute 
to the increasing 1 revenue, so great is the grip of this evil upon the 
people; to that extent I consider this a very pernicious policy. But, 
Sir, my complaint is that in no case do we get any trace or any refer- 
ence to the working of the policy in the reports of the Excise Commis- 
sioner. I, however, very much appreciate their honesty, for whenever 
there has been a decrease of consumption — rightly I believe — it is attri- 
buted either to trade depression or to local poverty or something 
similar. Nobody says that it is due to the carrying out of the excise 
policy. (A voice: Or to the civil disobedience movement.) Did I 
hear somebody saying that it is due to the civil disobedience move- 
ment? In the last report of the Excise Commissioner it has been so 
written. I may honestly say that I feel sorry that I did not share in 
that propaganda against liquor which has reduced the income (cries of 
“hear, hear”). But apart from that they have always said that it is 
due to some distress, some poverty and something else, but nothing 
about the excise policy. Probably the Excise Commissioner as an 
experienced officer had discovered before I did that the Government 
policy meant nothing and, therefore, the less it is mentioned the better 
for all. The Hon’ble Minister — in fact, Minister after Minister — 
treated us hist year to certain figures showing the decreased consump- 
tion of country liquor. 


4-45 p.m. 

He has shown to us that from 632, 351 gallons in 1925-26 it was 
reduced to 575,121 gallons in 1929-30. That is surely a very good 
sign. But, Sir, country liquor is not the only liquor that is used in 
this country. May I read even for the benefit of the Hon’ble Minister 
that under the head of foreign potable liquor, which does not include 
medicated wines in the list, they sold 223,168 gallons of spirits in 
1925-26; it increased in 1928-29 to 235,815 gallons; it was reduced in 
1929-30 bv 3,000 gallons; but between 1925-26 and 1929-30 
there was an increase of about. 10,000 gallons of spirits. 
When we come to wines again, we find that in 1925-28 there were 
37,767 bulk gallons of wines, whereas in 1929-30 the figure was 40,770 
bulk gallons of wine. Then again in 1926-26 there were 431,842 
gallons 


Me. PRMIDiNT: I am sorry, the member seems to have for- 
gotten the Commissioner and the Superintendents of Excise (laughter). 
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ftmrml A* MAGS Sir, I am showing how these officers did not 
draw attention to these figures. I am simply giving you the figures 
whioh show that in 1925-26 the consumption of beer was 431,000 
gallons, whereas in 1929-30 it was 567,000 gallons — a very large in- 
crease indeed. So the department, in which I include the Commis- 
sioner and all the Superintendents of Excise, have done nothing to 
reduce the consumption of intoxioating liquor in Bengal. They may 
have diminished the consumption under one item, but the increase 
under the other remains the same. As to how we are treated by the 
Excise Commissioner and the Superintendents, 1 shall give you an 
illustration. In Chittagong, in the report of the Excise Cotuniis# inner 
for 1929-30 he states that in the ease of country liquor the increase was 
solely due to the opening of a few country spirit shops in the tea garden 
areas of the district of Chittagong where it hud been found that for 
want of the supply of cheap liquor, the labourers illicitly munufuctuftd 
liquor obtained from the Chittagong Hill Tructs. That is a very grave 
statement if it can be established by the Excise Commissioner, but it 
cannot be accepted on the ipse dixit of the department. 

Sir, if there has been illicit manufacture, surely that would be 
shown by the number of prosecutions. But what do we find? 
We find that there has been very little of prosecutions and ronvictions 
in Chittagong for illicit manufacture or possession or sale of suoh 
liquor, as compared, for instance, with Midnapore, Bankura and 
Hooghly. I shall give you only one year’s figure — I can multiply 
them. Now, in Chittagong for “manufacture” -convicted is nil and 
prosecuted nil : for jiossession of sale — prosecuted 14, convicted 11 ; 
whereas in Midnapore, for manufacture— prosecuted 135, convicted 111. 
In Ban kum, 48 were convicted; in Hooghly 83 convicted ; and yet we 
are told in the report that because there was illicit manufacture, they 
had to introduce new shops into the Chittagong Hill Tract*. 
This statement was too strong and very* difficult indeed for the writer 
of the Administration Report of Bengal to swallow. I will read, Sir, 
to you what the report says. It is stated that the increase in Chitta- 
gong was mainly due to the development of the town and also to the 
opening of seven new shops for the sale of cheap weak liquor in the 
garden areas of the Chittagong district in order to suppress the illicit 
distillation of liquor by the garden coolies. Now, Sir, the Excise Coin- 
missioner reports that this illicit liquor used to come from the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts. The writer of the Administration Report could not swallow 
that. 1 am sorry, Sir, that Sir Lancelot Travers is not here as it is, 

I believe, a libel upon the tea gardens to say that the protector* of 
the coolies are so careless that the coolies in the regulated localities 
can carry on the illicit manufacture of liquor. It seems to me that this 
department intends to introduce anywhere and everywhere, by what- 
ever means which seem to them to be fair, these shops in order that 
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the poor men may be robbed of whatever surplus money they may 
have owing to this temptation. In offering this motion for the accept- 
ance of the House I would urge on the Hon'ble Minister, whom I know 
to be a Temperance man and who would have been the Chairman of the 
Temperance Federation if he were not here, will insist on this depart- 
ment to report every year as to the working of the Excise policy; and, 
secondly, I would ask that the different shops which have been opened 
amongst the poor people in the Chittagong tea garden areas be closed 
down at once, for there is no proof that they were having illicit manu- 
facture of liquor, and there is rather reason to believe because consump- 
tion is increasing with the opening of new shops, that the department is 
creating a tribe of wine-bibbers amongst the coolies. With these words 
I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mmilvi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, 1 rise to support 

the motion of the Reverend B. A. Nag wholeheartedly. But I would 
only add a few words which, I think, the Reverend Nag has forgotten 
to mention. Sir, my point will prove the in com latency of the Excise 
Superintendent and I will prove it by a test of personal experience 
which I have got. If the Hon’ble Minister will kindly accompany me 
to the undesirable quarters in the north of Calcutta, I think he will 
find that, although liquor cannot be sold after 10 p.m., in every brothel 
tilde wine is freely sold. If he will also go with me to the southern 
part of Calcutta after 1) p.m. through the Wellesly Street and the 
various lanes and bye-lanes, he will find that in almost every Anglo- 
Indian's house wine is freely sold. Therefore I say that the Excise 
Superintendent is incompetent as these things are going on with the 
knowledge of the detriment and the dejxirtment do nothing to stop 
these things. With these words I support the motion. 


Ml\ C. C. COOPER: Sir, it is with some diffidence that I rise to 
address the House this evening because it is the first time that I have 
addressed a Temperance meeting! I speak only because my informa- 
tion is that owing to the reduction in licenses, the increase in taxation 
and the decrease in Excise staff, illicit distillation is very largely on 
the increase in this province. It is not to be wondered at. There 
are people who cannot afford to pay for the good stuff that has paid 
duty and must, therefore, drink the bad stuff that has not paid duty. 
But, Sir, the people who are engaged in this illicit manufacture are 
making extraordinarily large profits. I find that the maximum penal- 
ties under the Bengal Excise Act, 1909, section 46, for being in 
possession of illicit liquor or any form of Still for making same is six 
months* imprisonment oi a fine from Rs. 10 up to Rs. 1,000 or both 
together. If magistrates would enforce the maximum punishment 
provided by law, it would do a great deal of good and the punishment 
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Ottttld be not considered to be too severe in view of tbe very handsome 
profits that these people make out of this business. They are not 
only robbing the Government of its revenues but the stuff they pro- 
duce must be extremely harmful to the people who take it. There- 
fore I would draw the attention of Government to this question in the 
hope that stronger and stricter efforts will be made to control this 
bad business. 


6 p.m. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir. I do not wish to 
take up the time of the Council after .the very forcible s*i*H‘ch made 
by Mr. Nag, but I would only cut the t’s nml dot tbe i’s in Mr. Nag’s 
speech by quoting a passage from the report of the Commissioner. It 
it this: “The general propaganda against the use of intoxicating 
liquor and drugs, as well ns the picketing of shops of these articles, 
were carried on in an intensive manner up to the end of October, since 
when it gradually lost in intensity until the Delhi Agreement. Within 
a month after the agreement, picketing of shops has practically ceased 
throughout the presidency. The movement consisted of propaganda 
work both in rural and urban areas against indulgence in liquor and 
drugs, ns well ns of actual picketing of liquor and drug shops in towns, 
industrial centres, ns well ns in many rural areas. I saw the move- 
ment in actual operation ns well ns its npjxircnt effects in some of the 
districts, both in town and rural areas. It appenred to me that the 
propaganda against liquor and drugs, apart from picketing, had l>een 
very widely done in many of the districts, and found a response amongst 
the majority of the people both in urban and rural areas, ns the num- 
ber of people used to intoxicating liquor and drugs is quit© small 
when compared to the mass of the population in both such areas. 
Picketing of shops was in many eases forcible in which both the Excise 
and Police staffs deputed to prevent forcible obstructions to consumers 
met with great difficulty in their work in view of the fact that the 
pickets had the sympathy of the majority of the local inhabitants who 
were habitual abstainers from these articles. There was afqneciable 
diminution in consumption in even' district due partly to the move- 
ment and partly to the economic condition of the year in the presidency. 
A portion of the diminution I would term genuine, and would attribute 
to the propaganda work that was carried on, but tbe result of the 
actual picketing of the shops in the manner carried on, was in many 
cases harmful.” 

I wish the House to note the tone of regret with which the fact 
was announced — the fact that the majority of the people in these areas 
axe adverse to the use of liquor and drugs— -that the propaganda against 
the use of liquor had the sympathy of the majority of the people, and 
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that the effect of it had led to such harmful consequences. That, 1 
submit, clearly indicates the spirit in which the Excise Commissioner 
and his Superintendents, have gone about the business of giving effect 
to Government’s avowed principles. I submit that if the Government 
really believes in these principles, if the superintending staff really 
believes that Government really want to carry out these principles, 
they would have welcomed this movement with open arms and rejoiced 
in the fact that propaganda hod made such a valuable contribution to 
the cause of temperance instead of expressing their regret that this 
movement hod come into existence at all. 

Mt. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 know very little about 
the supply of liquor, illicit or legal, in Calcutta, but only yesterday 
I found a copy of a memorial that has been submitted to His Excel- 
lency the Governor by some sufferers in connection with certain irregu- 
larities of the Excise Department. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is that memorial? Who are the signa- 
tories to it? 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In view of the allegations 
in the petition 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T want to know what that memorial is before I 
give you an opportunity to refer to it; I know nothing about it. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It is a petition to His 
Excellency the Governor by some sufferers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Who are the petitioners? 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 think the names of the 
signatories ought to be in the office of the Private Secretary to His 
Excellency the Governor. But I do not want to refer to any definite 
allegations in the petition. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ray. it is not a question of time but one 
of principle. It does not matter whether you refer to the allegations 
definitely or not. Before I allow you to rend out anything from the 
petition, you must satisfy me that it is a document signed by respon- 
sible people, and that you are prepared to assume responsibility of what 
have been stated in it. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HSKHARE8WAII RAYl I shall not rend out any 
portion of the memorial, but I am only referring — 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: A member is not allowed to refer to any docu- 
ment in regard to which he is not in a position to give me satisfaction. 

Mr, SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I submit whi leheailedly to 
your ruling. But whatever may be contained in that petiCion, I hop© 
I shall not be out of order if I refer to certain irregularities of the 
department. I hope 

Mr, PRESIDENT: It is my misfortune that I have not heard any- 
thing about the department itself (laughter'*. 

Mr, SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: It is mv misfortune also 
that I was not allowed to proceed to develop my point. I admit to 
that charge, hut if you will allow me to proceed, I will satisfy you 
that I am not doing anything against your ruling. The grievance of 
the people against the working of the department is that there is n 
good deal of corruption among the officers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I find that it is in Mr. Nag’s motion, on which 
you are speaking, it is proposed to raise a discussion about incoropetency 
and inadequacy of Excise sujierintendence. So, you cannot go beyond 
that. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: My point is that the time 
has come when the Government should take serious notice of the con- 
dition of things, whether it is inadequacy, lack of supervision or cor- 
ruption, and that Government should nppoint a committee to go into 
the administration of the deportment. 


Sir LANCELOT TRAVERS: Something has been said in this debate 
about the consumption of liquor among tea garden labourers. I wish 
to say a word or two in defence of the Excise Department in regard 
to this subject in my district, and in ten garden areas generally. Oui 
experience is that the dejwrtment keeps the number of shops down 
to the limit. The aboriginal population of the Duars and the Terai 
does not take much distilled spirit, hut drinks pachwai. The con- 
sumption of a pachwai is traditional, and it is impossible to prevent 
reasonable consumption. Indeed the Council of Bihar and Orissa 
passed a resolution that there shall he no undue interference among 
the Mootufa* and other nice* in regard to a reasonable consumption 
of pachwai. There is little illicit distillation of spirit in the Dooars 
and Terai and most of it is dime by Nepalis. Our experience is that 
the number of shop* is kept down to the limit, that is to say, if these 
shop* were further reduced, undoubtedly illicit distillation would 



m 


DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. 


[15th March, 


increase. I do not know Mr. Nag’s experience, bat in my awn district 
the Excise people in dealing with this question, do it very efficiently 
and work in conjunction with the tea planter, as obviously it is in 
our interest to reduce the consumption of liquor amongst them as much 
as we possibly can. 

[At this stage Maulvi Hassan Ali stated that he had just received 
a telegram, which he would like to read out. 

As it was not an authenticated one, the Hon’ble the President did 
not permit him to read it out.] 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : I am sorry that 
an attempt should be made, by responsible members of the Legislative 
Council, to throw mud (.11 officers of the department and my hon’ble 
friend Mr. Nhanti Shekhareswn r Ray is a party to this game, but he 
has not tried to substantiate the charges. He m/ule certain allega- 
tions, but there was no word from him in support of them. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I made no allegations. I definitely stated that I 
was not going to — — 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Of course he 
made certain allegations, but if he disallows them, I have no objection. 

As regards the first point mentioned in the speech of the mover of 
the motion, Reverend Nag, that the Excise Department has failed to 
carry out its policy of minimum eon sumption, Reverend Nag has quoted 
certain figures, figures which it was difficult for me to check while he 
was quoting them. But here I hold in my hand certain figures which 
show conclusively that consumption has come down. T read the figure 
of 1930-31; country sprit, 383,037 gallons 


Reverend B. A. NAG. On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I 

did not refer to this year which is acknowledged to be a bad year. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I hope my friend 
will listen to me. If he refers to what happened about five years ago, 
I cannot help him; very well. I will go back to 1928. The figure far 
country’ spirits — 

1928- 29 ... 583,804 gallons, 

1929- 30 ... 575,000 gallons, 

1930- 31 383,000 gallons, 

end up to December. 1931, it was only 243,000 gallons. 
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RtlfOnd i. A. NAC: Again an a point of personal explanation. 
I admit that about country spirits ; I gave the figures from the report 
cm the impart of foreign liquor which is on the inorease. 

TIM HonHrte Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROYS Very likely 
Mr. Nag misread the figures. Here I hold in my hand figure about 
foreign liquor. It was 235,815 gallons in the year 1928-29. It came 
down to 232,000 gallons in 1929-30. It was 200,000 gallons in 1930-31, 
and up to December, 1931, it was only 111.000 gallons. 


5-15 p.m. 

What does it show? Does it not show that there has been a 
decrease ? Then where do we differ? The total consumption is cer- 
tainly coming down. Government has introduced, Sir, as I have 
mentioned in my opening speech, the system of licensing boards in all 
the mufatsal districts and the licensing and location of new shops lie 
entiiely in the hands #.f these boards in which rion-cfficinl < pinion is 
adequately iepi evented. N« n-officiaK like the chairmen of district 
beards, member* of distiict Wards and chairmen of municipalities ure 
members of the hoard. If they grant licenses, certainly the 
deportment is not to be Mamed for that. The location of shops and 
the issuing of licenses are entiiely controlled by the licensing boards. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Nag wants to say that this drink evil should 
disappear and Government should at once accept total prohibition as 
their goal. As I stated last, year, in the present financial condition 
of the country, it is not jjossible for Government to nccept total prohi- 
bitum Moreover, even if it is accepted, it would not lead 
to total prohibition but it would only lead to illicit distillation. 
Government will lose their revenue, but that will not make the people 
moral. Only one thing, Sir, I claim on behalf of the Excise Ihqsirt- 
ment and that is that the deportment has not yet succeeded in helping 
in the distillation of liqtur that will excite people to the extent ns 
Mr. Nag has been without taking any liquor. 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta has complained that the Excise 
Department did not accept the help of pit keters in giving effect to the 
policy of reducing consumption. Sir, I confess that that day is yet 
to come when Government will take the help of pioketers to effect 
breach of the law. No Government will, I hope, do it at any time, 

Mr. Hashemy has said that wine is sold in Anglo»Indian houses 
with the knowledge of officers of the department and that they do not 
take any step to stop it. It is a very vague allegation which I am 
not in a position to reply to. If there is a definite allegation, then 
certainly it will he the duty of the department— it will he my duty 
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as well a* of Mr. F&wcus and of the Excise Commissioner — to inquire 
into it at once and to punish persons who are guilty of these offences. 

Mr. Cooper has suggested that Government should take steps to 
put a stop to illicit distillation because illicit distillation is going up. 
I am much thankful to him for the suggestion and I can assure him 
that Government will certainly do all that they can as they are already 
•doing to put a stop to illicit distillation. 

With these few words, Sir, 1 beg to oppose the motion. 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: With your permission, Sir, 
may 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister one question? He has referred to 
illicit sale of liquors in Anglo-Indian houses. I have nothing to do 
with that question. But may I inquire from him whether he is aware 
that in brothels in Calcutta it is a very well known practice to sell 
unlicensed liquor almost all throughout the night. 

Th# Hon ’bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Of course where 
there is law, there are also breaches of law and there are persons who 
try to overreach Government ; they do so in spite of measures adopted 
by Government to cheek their activities. 

The motion of Reverend B. A. Nag was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AM, Maulvi Hataan. 

Ranarji, nr. P. 

Rannarjat, Baba 4itandralal. 
Ohaudfturi, tabu Ktaharl Mafia ft. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Mural Abaar. 
Hull, Mai Bahadur Dr. Hartdhan. 
Obaaa, Or. Amutya Ratan. 

"Gupta, Mr. 4. M. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 


Hashamy, Maulvi iyad 4alaluddin. 
Haqua, Kazi Emtfadui. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mac, Ravarand B. A. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti dhakbaraanar. 
Raut, Babu Haaanl. 

Ban Gupta, Or. Naraah Chandra, 
thah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 


NOES. 


Armatranc, Mr. W. L. 

Austin, Mr. A M. 

Sal. Babu La lit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. Barat Chandra. 

Sarma, Rai Battik Panahawaa. 
Rarttay, Mr. Q. 

Baair Uddiu, Khan Sahib 


Rhrhmyra, Mr. N. 
Bland y, Mr. C. N. 


Sua% Mr. A M, 

— t tam t a y, Mr. A M. 
•bra I, Babu Suhul Bhand. 


Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaBtur 


Maulvi 


Chaudhuri, Maulvi ftyad Osman Haidar. 
Chaurdhury, Ha|i Badi Ahmad. 

Ohutfdhur y, Maulvi Abdul SbunL 

Caban, Mr. 0. 4. 

IW * Mi l Mr Sm ra t BMB %B 

UvflfPvvVMW | ISl|9PBSNVnH W* ft 

C aapa r , Mr. 6. S. 

Gain, Mr. S. R. 

Out, Rai Bahad ur Batyaudra Kumar. 
Kwaufji, Maulvi Mur RuRuibb Khan. 
Farapui, urn Nuu*bla Naarab K. 0. M„ 
Khun Bihhdur. 
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FftHM, Mr. L. H. 

Rai Bahadur ButH Kumar. 

4mm, tfct H«n*Ma Sir B. B. 

01—nr ths Han'bla AlhadJ Bir Abdal- 
has**. 

BRshritt, Mr. R. N. 

Mmfca, Rai Bahadur BalrMai. 

Buka, Baku Prafulla Kumar. 

Barnar, Mr. C. w. 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Karr, Mr. W. J. 

Khan, Maulvi Amln*ut>Zamaii. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaszam Ali. 
Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lssssn, Mr. B. W. 

Maguirt, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tht Han'bla Mr. A. 

MsClutkit, Mr. I. T. 

Millar, Mr. C C. 

Mittra, Baku tar at Chandra. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Mukharli, Rai Bahadur Satiah Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Mulliah, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Mat, Baku Suk Lai. 


Naximuddia, tha Man'kla Mr. Khwala. 

Mart an, Mr. N. R. 

Ordith, Mr. 4. C. 

Phitpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Pranttaa, tha Han'Wa Mr. W. 0. R. 
Rahman, Maulvi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur* 

Ray, Baku Anudyadhan. 

Ray, Baku Na«andra Narayan. 

Ray C baud hurt, Mr. K. C. 

Raaa, Mr. 4 . 

Roy, Baku Haribanta. 

Ray, tabu tatyandra Hath. 

Ray, Mr. Bailatwar Sinch. 

Ray, tha Han hla Mr. Bijay Praaad Singh, 
taadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad, 
lahana, Baku Batya Kinkar. 
tarkar, Sir Jadunath. 

Barks**, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

Thomas, Mr. M. P. 

Travsrs, Blr LanaalaL 
Wilkinson, Mr. H. R. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 18 and the Noes 71, the motion was lost. 

The following 1 motions were railed but not moved : — 

Maulvi HA8SAN AU and Maulvi 8YED JALALUODIN 
HASHEMY: "That the demand of H». 5.350 under the head ‘0A.— 
Superintendence. — Travelling Allownnces’ l>e refuned.” 


I .m. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved that the demand of 
Rh, 1,04,5100 under the head “6A — Sujierintendence” he reduced by 
Re. 1 (arrangements should lie made for selling opium at least up 
to 1 tola at a time). 

He spoke in Henguli, the English translation of which is ad 
follows : — 

“Sir, I beg to point out that though the use of opium has not the 
sanction of religion behind it and lowers one in the estimation of 
society, it has in many canes a great medicinal vulue. Formerly, five 
tolas of opium could be sold to a single person at a time but now this 
amount ban been reduced to two annas. I have no objection if Govern- 
ment would altogether stop the sale of opium in the country, for, those 
who are addicted to this pernicious habit have to suffer a great deal of 
trouble and financial loss to procure it. As opium shops are at con- 
siderable distance from one another and as more than two annas of * 
opium is not sold to a singlet man at a time, people are compelled to 
adopt various base and underhand means to procure an amount greater 
than what is prescribed by law and thus opiufla-dmuggling id growing in 
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volume day by day. The law, as it now stands, provides that one tok r 
of opium can be sold to a single man at a time, but it appears that the 
District Superintendents disregard this and do not allow more than two 
annas of opium to be sold at a time. The other day the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department said that there is a 
provision that before a * certificate’ is granted a 'postcard’ should be 
issued, but this provision is not being carried out into practice in many 
districts. What then is the use of the framing of laws and rules by 
Government? I hope, arrangements will be made so that in future it 
may be {possible for any one to buy at least one tola of opium at a 
time.” 

fUi Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I rise to emphatically 
oppose the motion. It would be a retrograde step and I do not think 
my friend was serious when he projx>sed it. To allow a person to buy 
one tola of opium which is enough to kill 4 persons if not 6 should be 
considered a most unreasonable proposal which a member of this Council 
can make. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President, we are sorry we are 
not in sympathy with this motion, because strange as it may seem, and 
though my assertions may be belied by the general behaviour of our 
members, we are not opium-eaters. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: The limit of retail 
sale of opium is one tola in this presidency except in the colonisation 
area of Bakargnnj where it is one-fourth of a tola. The limit was fixed 
so low in this area to save the young generation Mugha from acquiring 
the habit of opium-eating. So I cannot make out what is the justifi- 
cation for this motion. 

The motion of Hnji Radi Ahmed Ohowdhury was put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. .19,800 under the bend ‘6B— Excise Bureau’ be refused.” 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 39,800 under the heed ‘6B— 
Excise Bureau’ be refused,” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Re. 17,100 under the’ head ‘6C-— Presidency Establishment — Rewards to 
private persons’ be refused,” 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


141 


XM2.] 

Dr« AMULYA RATAN GH08E 2 Sir, I beg to move that the 
dtmaxid of Rs. 1,83,000 under the head "60-Preaidenoy establish, 
ment” be reduced by Rs. 50,000. 

I have deemed it expedient to move this for two very urgent reasons, 
first is economy of course. It goes without saying that in these days 
oi hardship every reasonable effort must needs be made to save money 
and that without retarding the work of the department concerned. 
While I propose some reductions of grunts I do so after deep delibera. 
tion. My second reason is that neither the inspection nor prevention 
can be called satisfactory. I shall now elucidate my points one by one. 
I do not propose a reduction of pay as the pockets of the staff have 
already been touched bv a 10 per cent, reduction all round ; what I like 
to propose is this that the number of inspectors may bo curtailed, the 
sub-inspectors, servants and other heads which I am going to say in 
detail, the posts of insjiectors may be abolished altogether, the sub- 
inspectors to be reduced by 3, the number of servants, if reduced pro- 
portionately, will come down to 50 or so approximately ami the travel- 
ling allowance to be reduced by Its. 5,000, as travelling in these days has 
become very cheap duo to the bus, rickshaw, trams being available 
everywhere, house-rent and other allowances may be conveniently 
reduced by Rs. 3,500 as the house-rents have fallen down considerably 
in recent times, fees to pleaders can lx> easily reduced by Its. 1,000 if 
so desired by the officers; where pet. pleaders of the officers in charge 
of conducting oases are engaged, the fees are paid differently, but if 
that habit is checked, this reduction can l>e easily efft'cted. Rewards — 
under this head a huge sum is estimated — should be considerably 
reduced. Bukshis is a thing which is only possible where there is 
plenty, but where there is debt, can anybody imagine expenditure for 
this purpose ? It is grotesque and absurd, the very principle is bod. 
Moreover, this expenditure has been criticised by the Retrenchment 
Committee. Just a glance at the amount paid as rewards will startle 
anybody — the total sum is Re. 20,700 where the pay of sub-inspectors 
totals Rs. 13,900, the sum paid to the private persons is Rs. 17,100 
and who are these private persons — if an honest inquiry is made then 
I conjecture that more than 50 per rent, of these will be found related 
in some form or other to these very officers of the Excise Department — 
to tell the honest truth, the whole amount is wasted and spent for 
nothing; left to me I would like to refuse the whole amount, but lest 
my other colleagues may think it too drastic I, therefore, propose a 
reduction of Rs. 15,000 under this head. The opinion of the Retrench- 
ment Committee was this: “We think that in these instances the 
rewards granted are exoessive and that a change of system is indi- 
cted . . . Under the head "Other contingencies" resits, rates, 

etc., may be safely cut by Rs. 2,500 on the same grounds that rents 
have fallen down. Now I shall deal with the other reason, that is to 
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say, that the inspection and prevention activities are far from satis* 
factory. It has become common knowledge that unlicensed sale of 
opium, cocaine, liquor, charas, ganja, etc., has become so much increased 
in recent times that the department deserves severest condemnation and 
it is widely believed that this increase is only possible when a good 
number of those who are entrusted with the work have lost their effi- 
ciency and honesty and, therefore, it is high time that the machinery 
should be thoroughly overhauled and carefully handled. It was con- 
tended by the Hon’ble Minister when my esteemed friend, Mauivi 
Hashemy, spoke about the sale of illicit liquor and other drugs in 9ome 
parts of Calcutta, that no definite case had been produced. It is admit- 
tedly known to everybody in Calcutta how these things are going on 
daily. The Hon’ble Minister will probably argue that this is due to the 
civil disobedience movement. But, Sir, let me take the Minister back 
to the non-co-operation days of 1920-21 when even in spite of so much 
picketing and so much agitation against excisable drugs there was not 
so much smuggling; while at present the rules ure so very strict against 
picketing and against agitation carried on by the Congress and the 
rules have been so strictly enforced against picketing that there is 
practically no agitation now going on, yet it is a thing to be surprised 
at that this smuggling is increasing day by day. Every one who care- 
fully considers the position that now prevails will certainly notice the 
abnormal increase in smuggling. 1 think that even in Calcutta the 
plethora of grog-shops is not so much as in Howrah due to the neglect 
in inspection of the Excise Department; they ure increasing or have not 
decreased to that extent what they should. I may mention that within 
the distance of half a mile of a certain pluce in Howrah there are no 
less than 5 grog-shop# and one toddy shop within the same distance. 
This will go to show that the number of grog-shops in Howrah is 
not lesser than in Calcutta. With these observations I beg to conclude 
that the economy cut I have proposed is not unreasonable and should 
be accepted by Government. 


5-45 p.m. 

At the same time 1 may mention one or two more points. In 1929- 
30 the following are the seizures of illicit opium by the different 
branches of the Government departments: 11 maunds 34 seers were 
seised by the Calcutta Excise Detective staff, 4 maunds 13 seers were 
seised by the Railway Excise Detective staff, 11 maunds 3 seen were 
seised by the District Excise Detective staff, 6 maunds 39 seen by the 
Customs Detective staff. 3 maunds bv the Calcutta and Howrah Police 
staff. The total quantity of seixure was 36 maunds and 17 seen and 
out of that total something over 9 maunds was seised by departments 
other than the Excise Department, n;., the Customs and Police De- 
partments. Similarly, the total seisure of cocaine in 1929-30 waa 
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6,314 oss. 339 grs. Out of that total, 5,650 oss. was captured by 
Customs officers in ports. I would ask the members to remember that 
dit of a total of 6,314 oss. 339 grs. seised, as much as 5,650 ois. was 
seised by the Customs officers in the ports, anti the ha lance was seised 
as follows: 430 grs. by the Calcutta Excise Detective staff, 169 o*s. 
by the District Excise staff, 3 oss. by the Railway Excise staff and 
62 oss. by the Police. This shows that the Customs and Police De- 
partments practically do much more of the work of inspection and 
prevention than the department responsible for it. 


Sir, since this department is not doing so much work as the Police 
and Customs Departments, what is the good of maintaining such a 
big staff at such a huge cost, und that, is the reason why I have pro- 
posed this cut which is very reasonable and I hope every member of 
this House will support it. 


Vtai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Sir, 1 rise to say u few 

words about this proposal of Dr. (those. Wheu I do so, I do not fully 
agree with the points which he hus raised. Rut the reason why I 
stand on my legs at the present moment is that I consider that the 
Presidency establishment portion of the Excise Department is the 
most important portion of it. Culeutta on account of its position 
ceitainly comes to the forefront of the whole excise administration 
ot the province of Bengal. In the administration of the 
Excise Department in Calcutta we had had a good many well- 
known and honourable gentlemen who from time to time worked 
as heads of the different branches of the Excise Department in Cal- 
cutta. But at the present moment there are certain officers connected 
with those branches whose work has not been found to be as satisfac- 
tory as that of their predecessors. I would confine myself on the 
present occasion to the Collector of Excise. Sir, I do not want to go 
into details, but it has come to my knowledge that certain letters have 
been issued by the present Collector of Excise. I shall read portions 
from some letters which will show how erratic — how ridiculous — has 
been the action taken by this gentleman who is supposed to be a 
xesponsible Government officer. These letters were addressed to 
certain licensees of the Excise Department. One of the letters runs 
thus: “It has been brought to mv notice that you are going to dis- 
obey a recent law relating to child marriage by performing the 
marriage of your sons and daughters below the prescribed age.” 
This is considered to be a handle to bring round the licensees to the 
views of the Collector of Excise in a matter which does not concern 
his department at all. Nothing seems to be more ridiculous for a 
responsible person of the position of Collector of Excise, Calcutta, 
than this- — . 
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Mr* PRESIDENTS Was that an official letter ? 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: It was a letter signed by 
a gentleman styled as Collector of Excise. 

Then, Sir, I find another letter which this very gentleman wrote 
to certain licensees. It runs as follows: — 

“You are hereby requested to show cause within five days why the 
declared policy of Government, namely, ‘one man one shop/ should 
not be applied in your case and some of the licenses granted to you 
withdrawn.' 1 

This letter was also issued over the signature of a gentleman styled 
as Collector of Excise. This letter has been addressed — I think I am 
not giving out any secret — to R. G. Shah of 69, Dhurrumtolla Street, 
to «T. F. Madan of 5, Dhurrumtolla, and to others. Now, what was 
the object in writing this letter? I leave it to the judgment of the 
hon’ble members of this House. 

My object in referring to these letters is to show how things have 
changed in the office of the Collector of Excise. I can never con- 
ceive that an officer holding such an important office as that of the 
Collector of Excise, Calcutta, should so far forget his position as to 
write such a letter as a handle to coerce the licensees. 

I do not know that there is any Government rule regarding “one 
man one shop," neither this is the time to discuss that matter. But 
take the case of Messrs. G. F. Kellner & Co. They have many shops 
and restaurants at various railway stations and I think they cannot be 
restricted to one shop. I am not aware of any policy of Government 
of “one man one shop." Then why use this as a handle to coerce firms 
like J. F. Madan and others? That is my point. Sir, these two 
letters from which I have quoted induce me to point out to the 
Hon'ble Minister and to members of this House that it is time they 
should consider whether the Collector of Excise should not be a man 
who should know his position and duties and carry out his duties to 
the satisfaction not only of his own superiors but of the public at 
large. 


Mftlllvi ABUL KASEM: 8ir, I have no mind to enter into any 
details regarding this matter, hut the remarks of my distinguished 
friend Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt makes me stand up and offer 
a few observations. I have nothing to say about the previous portion 
of his speech, but towards the conclusion he referred to a circular letter 
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ww®d by the Collector of Excise to vendors in which they were asked 
to show cause why the policy of Government about “one man one 
fkop” should not be enforced and he took objection to this and in 
support of his contention he referred to the cases of Kellners, Spenoes 
and other vendors. But, Sir, there is a good deal of difference between 
the vendors of excise shops and caterers on railways. The railway 
authorities have to give license to one firm for a large portion of their 
line, because the passengers who take advantage of them move from 
one place to another and it will be very difficult for a vendor to carry 
on at a particular station if he is not allowed to go further and ex- 
change with other shops on the line. Such is not the case with excise 
vendors in Calcutta. At the time wheu the old system of auction 
was abolished and the new system was introduced, the fixed fee system, 
I believe, though I am not sure — it was the declared policy of Govern- 
ment that these shops were to be held by educated men and men 
belonging to respectable families who could not get any other decent 
living for themselves, and it was also, as stated by my friend, the 
declared policy of Government that one man should have only one 
shop. But unfortunately the administration of the Excise Depart- 
ment has been such that individuals or firms were given several shops 
in Calcutta. In fact, some of them to a certain extent have the mono- 
poly of the trade. Therefore it is a wrong policy and the object with 
which the auction system was abolished is not fulfilled. Instead 
of giving facilities to a large number of men to earn their livelihood, 
*he department has hitherto allowed a few influential people to make 
a monopoly of the trade and the officer who seeks to enforce the policy 
of Government and to carry into effect the object with which the new 
.system was introduced deserves credit rather than abuse. 

The other point raised by my friend is that it should lw beneath 
the dignity of a high officer like the Collector to coerce people like 
J. F. Madan and others in this way. I think he mentioned J. F. 
Madan. I forget whether he mentioned Dinshaw Sorabjee and others. 

I submit, Sir, it is certainly wrong to give a monopoly of these excise 
shops to any particular individual or firm, however great and however 
influential he or it may be. The fact that some influential people have 
wo many shops shows that there was lack of supervision on the part 
of previous officers and the present Collector who has taken up the 
matter deserves credit and support from Government and all inde- 
pendent members of this House. 

Dr. NAftCSH CHANDRA SIN GUPTA: Sir, I shall say only 
two words in regard to this proposed cut. It will be noticed that the 
Hon’ble Minister's claim that he has made an all-round reduction of 
expenditure canuot hold good with regard to this head, because last 
year the actuals were Rs. 1,96,000 against the budget provision made 
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this year of Bs. 1,85,000 — a very slight reduction which compared with 
the actuals of 1930-31, viz., Bs. 1,83,000, shows an actual increase. 
The slight reduction noticed this year as compared with last year in- 
cludes the 10 per ccrU. cut in salaries. So practically there has been 
no reduction under this head. 

6 p.m. 

In the second place, I wish to point out that the Hon’ble Minister, 
when he claims that there has been a proportionate reduction in the 
expenditure, is really building castles in the air. That is based upon 
the assumption that he is going to get an income of Bs. 1 *68 lakhs 
from Excise which is Bs. 10,00,000 more than the revised estimates 
of lost year. Well, does he really think that he is going to get this 
increased revenue? To all appearances it seems that the income is 
going to be about Bs. 10,00,000 less. But to build upon that and to 
claim that the reduction has been proportionate is simply deluding 
oneself. If there is one head in which the estimates cannot be relied 
on, I think it is Excise. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABOUL MOMIN: Sir. I do not 
wish to speak on the larger policy whether in the settlement of Excise 
shops we should go back to the old system which prevailed before 1920 
or we should continue the present fixed-f.»e system which is at pre- 
sent in existence. My intention in getting up to speak is to refer 
to certain literature on the subject of “one man one shop” about 
which some observations have been made in this House. So far back 
as January, 1920, Mr. S. 0. Mukherji, who was the Commissioner of 
Excise and Salt at that time, sent a circular letter No. 6437, dated 
the 17th January, 1920, to the Collector of Burdwan, and to other 
Collectors in which this principle was very forcibly put. I would like 
to read the extract from this letter: “One man one Bhop” is the 
principle to be aimed at, but in order to avoid hardship just in the 
beginning of the system a vendor may, if you think fit, be allowed 
to hold more than one shop, provided he can personally supervise 
them. That was in the year 1920. This was followed by another 
order in 1921. I am quoting from the Government order on the sub- 
ject in which it is stated that the arrangement is an ideal one if the 
vendor be himself present in the shop. Even in recent times, when 
speaking on the subject, Kumar Shih Sliekhareswar Bay, as Minister 
in charge of the Excise Department, also defended the system when 
certain charges were made by this Council as to why this principle 
was not fedhered to. You will find it in the Council proceedings for 
the 18th March, 1930, pages 93-94. He also said that these recom- 
mendations had been gradually given effect to and the principle of 
“one man one shop” had been brought about practically throughout 
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t fa province, except only in the case of some foreign liquor firms in 
Calcutta. Sir, more recently the present Hon’ble Minister also laid 
djWfn the objects of the system, one of which is to raise the standard 
hy selecting deserving educated bhadmfo k youugmen of the middle 
class, and giving them shops so that th.\v might earn a living; keep- 
ing all these principles in view in settling these shops, the policy of 
the Excise Department has been or at least ought to have beeu that 
no firm should have a monopoly of these shops. Not only we find that 
certain firms have a large number of very lucrative Excise shops hut 
that these firms are also not of youngmen of the bhadralok class of 
Bengal, but they are men brought out from outside who have 
nothing to do with Bengal and yet they are patronised in this ( ity 
even from before the time when the present Collector came to office. 
As has been forcibly indicated by Maulvi Abul Kasem, the only fault 
of the present Collector is that when he finds that irregularities of 
this character are being done in the office and by officers of Govern- 
ment he tries remedy then. It is .a misfortune that in doing m> he 
touched some influential vendors. I regret very much to say that 
these influential vendors have found very able supporters even in this 
House. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, I take strong excep- 
tion to the Khan Bahadur’s remarks. I have absolutely no concern 
with anybody. I do not know what justification the Khan Bahadur 
has to connect me with these vendors. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I think, Sir, 
that from the mere fact that these letters have come into the posses- 
sion of a member of this House probably other members may presume 
from this that in any case he is in sympathy with the grievances 
which these firms consider to be grievances. As I was just now say- 
ing it is not our duty to defend anybody and we have not come here 
to defend Government officers, but I think it is only right that when 
an officer is really trying to do his duty against odds, and in the dis- 
charge of his dutias he is personally criticised by members who ought 
to know better, it is the duty of every member of this House to defend 
such an officer. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Sir, I think that a good 
deal of extraneous matters have been introduced into this debate and 
that my learned friend, Maulvi Abul Kasem, has succeeded in draw- 
in#— I will say not merely a rad herring but— a deep scarlet and 
“odoriferous' * herring across the debate. When Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Momin reads from a type-written brief in support of his client, I 
mean his friend, and says that it is not his business to support any 
Government official, I suppose he wants us to take him at his word. 



148 


[15th March, 


DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. 

Sir, I take it that what my esteemed friend, Rai Bahadur Dr. Dutt, 
meant to nay was that it is not for us at the present moment to dis- 
cuss or to debate the question whether the policy of “one man one 
shop” like one man one vote, is good, bad or indifferent. What my 
esteemed friend wanted the House to know was that there was an 
Excise Collector who had taken it for granted that that was the policy 
of Government and who was trying to impose that upon the Excise 
vendors. So far as I could make out, what Dr. Dutt wanted to point 
out to the House and to the Hon’ble Minister was that there was an 
Ei eise officer who was presuming to dictate the alleged policy of 
Government to the licensees. If that is the correct reading from the 
brief supplied to Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin that may be an expla- 
nation though not an excuse ; but that is only one part of what has 
been said against the Collector of Excise. His defenders have not 
said yet one word about this estimable gentleman being a profound 
believer in the Sarda Act. What in the name of Heaven has the 
Sarda Act got to do with the licensed vendors is something which 
passes my understanding, and I am still waiting for one word of reply 
either from the speakers in these benches or their prompters from the 
official benches or from the Hon’ble Minister as to why the Collector 
of Excise should be a champion of the Sarda Act. 

Sir LANCELOT TRAVERS: Sir, I should like to say a few 
words on this controversial subject of “one man one shop." As a 
general policy of Government and in order to do away with unemploy- 
ment to some extent, we think it is a good thing to get young bfiadra - 
lok men and place them in charge of shops where they can earn a 
docent living. We think, however, that such a policy should be in- 
troduced very gradually so that no injustice will be done to those who 
have for many years been in possession of licenses. The reason why 
I say this is that it is obvious to me that those who have been in posses- 
sion of these licenses have been granted them because of their efficiency 
and of their trustworthiness by Government in the past. That being 
the case, it seems to me to be unjust to such firms if they are to be told 
now suddenly that their licenses would be split up amongst several 
people. Now that the subject has been brought forward in this 
manner, I hope the Hon'ble Minister will look into the matter and 
we shall be content to leave it in his hands. 

[At 6-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 6-25 p.m.] 

♦ 

Mr. H» ti 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I would have been in sympathy 
with this amendment had it not been for the fact that Rai Bahadur 
Dr. Haridban Dutt has complicated the question by attacking the Col- 
lector of Excise, in whom he has found a veritable machinery of 
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Aggression and of other evil things, and has been supported in his 
Attack by no leas a person than Mr. Narendra Kumar B&su. The 
Bai Bahadur pretends to get very angry if reference is made to him 
that he champions the cause of the licensees, although he is in posses- 
sion of letters that have been alleged to have been written to them, and 
reads them out in the op?n Council. letters 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Suhrawardv . it does not look nice that 
you should attack individual members. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 respectfully agree with your 
observations and that would be the usual course, were it not that in 
the course of the Rai Bahadur’s speec h he has permitted himself to 
go so far that after reading the private letters that have been written 
by the Collector to the vendors he has asked your attention and your 
opinion on the motivas with which these letters were written. 

The insinuations which were made by the Rai Bahadur were gross 
and scandalous and I do not 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is it permissible for a mem- 
ber to characterise the remarks of another member as scandalous Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is Wtter that he should uot. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I accept your ruling. But 1 do not 
think that the Rai Bahadur’s position as u member of the Council, by 
virtue of which position he can safely criticise any Government 
servant, gives him so much liberty as to challenge the honesty or 
propriety of the conduct of a Government servant who is unable to 
defend himself in this House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A member is entitled to attack a Govern- 
ment servant in his official capacity, and 1 cannot prevent him from 
doing so. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: When the Rai Bahadur says in 
spite of being in possession of, and reading out letters that have not 
been addressed to him that he has not been approached by any party, 
or does not speak on behalf of any party, we must accept it. But my 
protest is not so much against his championing the cause of the 
vendors as against his unjustifiable and insidious attack on a Govern- 
ment servant who is unable to defend himself in this House. My 
objection is that whereas every single member of the House ought 
to have stood up to protest against such conduct, Mr. Bosu indulges 
in the cheap remark that persons who do this are natural defenders 
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of Government servants. I do not think that either ha or the llai 
Bahadur comes off well, and the House will judge as to whether they 
agree with the remarks of these two members of the Council, Or 
whether by refusing this amendment would support the manner in 
which the Collector of Excise is performing his duties. When the 
Colle<tor of Excise was placed in charge of these onerous duties, he 
found that the system prevailing in Calcutta was very lax, that in 
spite of various policies that had been laid down by successive 
Ministers, either he was so overwhelmed bv the fear of the politicians 
of this House or was unable to go against the vested interests of the 
vendors, with tha result 

NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir, I 
do not know if you agree with Mr. Suhrawardy that the present 
officers of the Government cannot he attacked in this House. Is it 
your ruling that the past officers can he attacked? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I did not agree with him. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I do not challenge for a moment the 
motives or the honesty of the past officers. As 1 was saying, the 
oftbers could not deal with the situation and were unable to manage 
to go against the vested interests arraigned against him. When this 
officer came there, he found that no promises of the Government had 
been fulfilled. His action might have been drastic; his action was 
such that vendors who had been able to mould the department in 
adopting a more easy-going and benevolent attitude towards them, 
found that they must enlist the support of politicians to ventilate 
their grievances in this House. Coming from the mufassal he does 
not realise how powerful the vendors of Calcutta are and how easily 
they can approach Government and blacken the record of any officer 
they desire to attack. Indeed, it is possible that after the manner in 
which reflections have been cast upon him, he may alter his opinion 
and consider that it is better that the Excise Department should be 
run badly, but according to the wishes of the politicians, than over- 
haul the department and try to fulfil the pledges which have been 
made by Government. I know for myself, because I have a large 
number of clients amongst the vendors, that since this officer has come, 
they have had to act very carefully; many of them who were rather 
lax in the supervision of their shops, have had to be very careful as to 
how they were fulfilling their obligations, and sticking to the rules 
laid down, and obviously there is a considerable amount of agitation 
afnongst them. But I submit that in, the interests of Government and 
in the interests of temperance, and really if the Government are 
desirous of fulfilling the pledges they have made, the best way they 
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MB do is to support the present Collector of Excise. I am sorry that 
t am unable to support the amendment which has been moved, for 
otherwise, it 19 a reasonable one. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAR E8WAR RAY: I would not have inter- 
vened in tKia debate but for the remarks of Mr. Suhrawardy. He says 
that we in this Council should not bring into question the actions of 
Government servants who are not present to defend themselves. But 
at the same time he does not feel any hesitation in criticising and attack- 
ing a brother member of this Council in his absence. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: He was present 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: He was not present. It 
is a standard of conduct which is uuparalleled in my experience in this 
Council. Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Government, and 
particularly of the Hon’ble Minister, to the conduct of the Collector of 
Excise in issuing that letter about the Sarda Act. By issuing that 
letter, I submit, he has rendered himself unfit to hold a responsible 
position in the Government. A man who eannot he so sure how to act 
in such matters, is unworthy of holding this responsible position in the 
Government. If ho thinks that he can browbeat and force the men 
under his clutches by these despicable measures to go against their 
religion, ugainst their convictions, I think the proper punishment for 
that officer would he that he should he sent to a distance sphere of 
work, where he cannot exercise such unwarranted interference. Are 
Government officers to be permitted to use their influence in this way 
in social matters? If he is a social reformer, he can certainly ventilate 
his views as a private individual by setting an example himself if ho 
so likes, hut why should he interfere with private individuals in these 
matters? 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: I think the position taken up by my friend 
Mr. Suhrawardy is wholly unwarranted. I do not think he can justify 
for a moment his attitude that the members of this House are not to 
criticise the actions of Government servants, simply because they are 
not here to defend themselves 

Mr. H. 8« SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir, and personal 
explanation. I never suggested for a moment that the members cannot 
criticise the actions of Government servants, whether they are raembera 
of this House or not. I said they cannot cast insinuations against 
their policy 


Rti tthrtur Or. MARlttHAN OUtT: You did not »ay that 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I Mid in very dear tarn* that member* are 
entitled to attack a Government servant in his official capacity. I 
think that will satisfy the members. 

Mr. J. N; GUPTA: Yes. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAEU: On a point of order. May I 
have your ruling that in voting for this motion, it should be considered 
purely as an economic cut? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: I am sorry that 
this motion has given rise to so much heat in this House. 

I shall first of all take up the arguments advanced by Dr. Ohose in 
support of his motion. The first point mentioned by him was that 
inspection was unsatisfactory. This is a very sweeping remark which 
is one of the many he has made, and I do not think any useful purpose 
will be served by my attempting to reply to them. If there were 
specific allegations, I would have dealt with them, but he made none. 
His proposal is that the inspectors should be abolished, and the sub- 
inspectors should be reduced to 3. We have 16 inspectors and 11 sub- 
inspectors for Calcutta. As I said, one-third of the revenue from 
Excise comes from Calcutta, and I do not think that the department can 
be run by accepting this proposal of Dr. Ghose. 

6-46 p.m. 

His next point is that the travelling allowance should be reduced 
because tin* cost of travelling has become cheaper. In calculating 
travelling allowance, we took into consideration this fact and the 
amount was reduced. The total amount reduced was Rs. 22,650 and a 
substantial portion of it was for Calcutta. 

As regards the rewards, Dr. Ghose maintained that there should be 
no bukshn when there is no money. But this reward is not a real 
buhhis as he seems to think. It is really an investment. We want to 
encourage people to give us information. We want to encourage 
people to do their duty properly and it means very large savings and 
large income to Government. The value of the excisable articles that 
are smuggled and detected is considerable and the amount of rewards 
that is provided for in the budget is very small in comparison with that. 

Dr. Ghose has based his argument mainly on the report of the Re* 
trenchment Committee. But he forgot that much water had flown 
down the Hooghly since the Retrenchment Committee had reported. 
The Retrenchment Committee stated that the figure was very high. But 
what was tine* amount provided in the budget of 1921-22? It was 
Rs. 1,75,000, and the Retrenchment Committee recommended that 
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Government ought to be able to save under this head if they kept for 
rewards a sum not more than one lakh of rupees. What is the amount 
pitmded for in next year’s budget? It is only Rs. 69,000. I think, 
Sir, it is, within one lakh of rupees and we have followed strictly the 
recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee. 

Another point is that there is smuggling going on and smuggling 
should be stopped. Government has already introduced the Opium 
Bill in the House which has been sent out on circulation for opinion. 
That Bill, if passed into an Act, will become a very useful weapon in 
the hands of Government in checking smuggling which has assumed 
almost an international character. 

Sir, as regards the charges levelled against a particular officer of 
the Excise Department, this Government has no information and as a 
matter of fact we heard nothing till the matter was mentioned on the 
floor of the House by some of the members. As regards the letter 
written to a vendor, I understand from inquiry just now that the Collec- 
tor only forwarded a letter which was written to him by a member of 
this House complaining that the vendor in question was going to violate 
the Sarda Act. The officer did nothing more. Whether he was justified 
in doing so or not 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: The letter in question had 
a signature and under it the designation “the Collector of Excise. 
Calcutta.” 

Tht Hon 9 bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Whatever the 
case might be, Sir, I shall look into the matter, but just now I am not 
in a position to give my opinion one way or the other. The question 
of “one man one shop” — a policy which the Excise Collector of Calcutta 
is alleged to have been trying to enforce — requires examination. 
Government has issued no definite circular on the point; and in spite of 
the one referred to by my esteemed friend, Khan Bahadur Muhammad 
Abdul Momrn, I must say that there is no such circular. Why this 
notice has been issued to some excise vendors should be properly 
inquired into and I propose to do so, and wbat is the Government 
policy in the matter will also bo thoroughly examined and settled. 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to oppose the motion. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya ltatan Ghose was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

[As Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan rose to move his motion No. 117, 
the time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the head “6 — 
Excise” was reached.] 

The motion that a sum of Bs. 17,39,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “6 — Excise” was then put and agreed to. 
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The following motions under the head “6 — Excise" were not called 
owing to the expiry of the time-limit : — 


Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ, Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN, 
Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: 

"That the demand of Rs. 1,85,000 under the head *6C. — Presidency 
Establishment’ be reduced by Us. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about 
the policy of granting licenses in Calcutta)." 


Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY: “That th? demand of Rs. 1,85,000 under the head 
*60. — Presidency Establishment — Inspection and Prevention’ be re- 
duced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about the policy of vending 
excise shops).” 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: That the 
demand of Rs. 1,20,000 under the head *01). — Excise — District Execu- 
tive Establishment — Sador Establishment — Pav of Superintendents’ 
he reduced by Rs. 03,000.” 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN GH08E: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 1,87,200 under the head ‘01). — District Executive Establishment 
— Pay of Officers’ he reduced by Rs. 50,000.” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 1,87,200 
under the head 4 0I). — District Executive Establishment — Pay of 
Officers’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the policy pursued by the 
District Executive Officers in increasing the demand of excise shops).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of 
Rs, d,70, 500 under the head *61). — District Executive Establishment- 
Inspection and Prevention' be reduced by Rs. 1,70,500.” 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMlN: “That the demand 

of Us. 5,70,500 under the head *6D. — Excise — District Executive Estab- 
lishment — Inspection and Prevention’ be reduced by Rs. 1,08,000." 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOBE. “That the demand of Rs. 5,70,500 
under the head *61). — District Executive Establishment — Inspection and 
Prevention’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the ineffi- 
ciency of the inspecting work of the staff)." 
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Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: -That the demand of 
B»: 7,30,000 under the head *6D. — District Executive Establishment’ 
be reduced by Rs. 2,20,000.” 

Maulvi HA8SAN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY: -That the demand of Rs. 7,30,000 under the head 
*6D. — District Executive Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to 
raise a discussion about the policy iu granting licenses in the 
mufassal).” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 7,30,000 
under the head ‘6D. — Excise District Executive Establishment* be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about the demands of the 
backward classes in matter of appointment of qualified candidates 
belonging to t lie same in this establishment 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 7,30,000 under the head *(»D. — District Executive Establishment” 
be reduced by Re. 1 (paucity of opium shops in the Chittagong area).” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 

lii*. 7.30,000 under the head 311). — Excise— District Executive Establish- 
ment’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the attention of the Government 
to the fact that the claims of the candidates of the backward classes 
for appointment as officers or as clerks have been overlooked even 
after the assurance given last year in this behalf).** 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 2,05,800 under the head 
4 6K — Distilleries’ be refused.” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Us. 2,05,800 
under the head ‘6E — Distilleries’ be reduced by Rs. 25,000.” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 2,05,800 
under the head “6E — Distilleries he reduced by Rs. 100 (policy of 
Government in manufacturing liquors for sale).*' 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: -That the demand of Rs. 17,30,000 # 
under the head ‘0 — Excise’ he reduced by Rs. 15,00,000.” 

Mr* B* BANERJI: “That the demand of Us. 17,30,000 under the 
Lead *6— Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 5,00,000.” 


Haji BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY: -That the demand of 
Ra. 17,39,000 under the head *0— Excise* be reduced by Re. 6,00,000.** 
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BalHl SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: "That the demand of 

Rs. 17,39,000 under the head ‘6— Excise’ be reduced by Be. 4,00,000.” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Re. 17,39,000 
under the head *6 — Excise’ be reduced by Bs. 1,000 (to raise a discus- 
sion about forming a committee of officials and non-officials to inquire 
into the grievances of the backward classes in the department).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : “That the demand of 
Rs. 17,39,000 under the head ‘6— Excise’ be reduced by Bs. 1,000 (to 
criticise the excise policy of Government).” 

Maulvi HASS AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HASH EM Y: “That the demand of Bs. 17,39,000 under the head *6 — 
Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about the deli- 
berate negligence of the department to carry out the excise policy).” 


Mr. P. BANE Rill: “That the demand of Rs. 17,39,000 under the 
head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (necessity for immediate 
adoption of total prohibition).” 

Mr. P. BANERJI: “That the demand of Rs. 17,39,000 under the 
head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the 
anti-national excise policy of the Government).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 17,39,000 
under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the so- 
called excise policy of Government and its failure to carry out the 
policy in practice).” 

Mr. R. MAITI: “That the demand of Rs. 17,39,000 under the head 
'6 — Excise’ be reduced by Its. 100 (to criticise the excise policy of the 
Government with special reference to vending excise shops to women 
in Bengal).” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 17,39,000 
* under the head T — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the policy 
in general).” 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of 
Rs. 17,39,000 under the head *6 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
criticise the excise policy of the Government and to condemn the in- 
crease in the excise revenue).” 
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Mauhri SYED MAJID BAKtH: “That the demand of Ra. 17,39,000 
under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discus* 
skm on the policy of settling more than one excise shop with more 
than one person in the same family).’ 1 

Rfti SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: “That the demand of 
Rs. 17,39,000 under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(necessity for gradual prohibition of consumption of liquors and other 
intoxicants).” 

Rai KESHAS CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: “That the demand 
of Rs. 17,39,000 under the head ‘0 — Excise' be reduced by Its. 100 
(to raise a discussion on the present excise policy of the Government 
and the desirability of effecting retrenchment in the Excise Depart- 
ment).” 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 17,39,000 
under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the 
excise policy of Government and to urge the necessity of reducing the 
number of excise shops, particularly in mill areas, and of remitting 
excise duty on all drugs and excisable articles if required for medical 
purposes).” 

Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur: That the demand of 
Rs. 17,39,000 under the head ‘0 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 56 (to 
raise a discussion about the abnormal costs incurred annually under this 
head without corresponding gain and also to find out how' the depart- 
ment can be carried on iu u more improved line with less cost*).” 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the <’emand of its. 17.39,000 
under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs. 50 (to draw attention to 
the fact that smuggling of cocaine, unlicensed distillery of country 
liquors have not been checked on the other hand an increase is noticed 
everywhere).” 

Rai Dr. HARIOHAN DUTT Bahadur: “That the demand of 

Ra. 17,39,000 under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Rs, 10 (to 
raise a discussion on the procedure of excise and custom relating 
to export of indigenous spirituous preparation to outside provinces).” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: “That the demand of 

Rs. 17,39,000 under the head ’6 — Excise’ be reduced by Re, 1 (to 
false a discussion about duty of spirit used for industrial purposes 
and research work).” 
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Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUFJI: “That the demand of 

Be. 17,39,000 under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (adop- 
tion of the policy of gradual prohibition).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: “That the demand of 
Rft. 17,39,000 under the head *6 — Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (desir- 
ability of increasing the number of Moslems in the department).” 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: “That the demand of Rs. 17,39,000 
under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion 
on the desirability of appointment of qualified members of the depressed 
classes in proportion to their numerical strength).” 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: “That the demand of Rs. 17,39,000 under the 
head ’6 — Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the 
necessity in view of the heavy fall in excise revenue for retrenchment 
by a return as far as possible to the system of the administration of 
the department in force before 1915, and by utilizing the services of 
Collectors and subordinate officers for supervision and inspection work, 
to reduce the staff of Superintendents and Inspectors, the Excise Intelli- 
gence Bureau and by other means as the reduction of the provision for 
rewards).” 

Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 17,39,000 under the head T) — Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge 
upon the attention of Government the desirability of laying down a 
policy for reduction of consumption of liquors and other intoxicants').” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 17,39,000 under the head T> — Excise* be reduced by Re. 1 (to express 
disapproval of the Government’s excise policy).” 

Rai K18HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: “That the demand 
of Rs. 17,39,000 under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Re, 1 (to 
urge the adoption of a policy of prohibition within a fixed number of 
years),” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Rs. 17,39,000 under 
the bead ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the excise 
policy).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD PAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Ra. 17,39,000 under the head ‘6 — Excise’ be reduced by Re. 1 (failure 
to carry out the excise policy).” 
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7 — Stamp*. 

Tilt HotTWt Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 5,34,000 be granted 
for expenditure under the head “7 — Stamps.” 

The details of this demand will be found on pages 59-60 of the 
Budget Estimate and on page 36 of the Financial Statement. I do 
not propose to go into these details, but it will be seen that I have 
put the revised estimate of the current year at Its. 4,39.000 as against 
the original budget estimate of Its. 6,02,000 and propose to provide 
Rs. 5,34,000 for next year, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not refer to the motions now. They 
may not be moved. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 36,100 under the head “7A — Stamps — Non-judicial— 
Superintendence” be reduced by Its. 16,000. 

Sir, the reasons for my moving this motion is to suggest reduction 
on economic grounds. The reason will be quite clear if we look at the 
income and expenditure of the past year and the expenditure of this 
year. We find that the income from “Stamps” in 1928-29 was 
Rs. 1,31,00,000 and now in 1931-32 it is only Its. 75,60, 000 and the 
expectation of next year has been put ut Its. 84,00,000. If we investi- 
gate the causes for this optimism with regard to stamps we find this. 

The Hoa’blt Mr. A. MARR: I am sorry 1 do not quite follow 
Dr. Sen Gupta. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: There has been a reduc- 
tion in the last year’s revised estimate of Rs. 75,00,000 in place of 
Re. 1,31,00,000 in 1928-29. 

Til# HOVt’ble Mr. A« MARR: I would ask Dr. Sen Gupta to give 
me the page to which he has been referring. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Page 14, Non-judicial 
Stamps. 

Thi Hon* bit Mr. A. MARR: The revised estimate is Rs. 72, (X), 000. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: As against that, the 
budget estimate for next year is Re. 84,00,000 under sale of stamps 
and the expectation upon which this estimate is based is the improve- 
ment in trade conditions. But the Hon'ble Mr. Marr himself in his 
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budget speech made it quite clear that few signs are now visible ol 
any improvement in trade conditions. Looking at the economic condi* 
tion of the country at the present moment, the indications are just the 
opposite and that the trade conditions are getting worse. If that is 
so, our expectation for the realisation from the sale of general stamps 
would not even come up to Rs. 75,00,000 as in the revised estimate 
of the current year. I should say that the estimate ought to have been 
made on the basis of Rs. 75,00,000 which is the last year’s revised 
figure and not more. 

Now looking at the expenditure, we find that in 1928-29, the ex- 
penditure on superintendence was Rs. 47,000 as against the income of 
Rs, 1,31,00,000. Then in the year 1930-31, the expenditure was 
Rs. 42,000 and in 1931-32 it was Rs. 38,000 and in 1932*33, the budget 
•estimate is the same, viz , Rs. 38,000. I submit, Sir, that the reduc- 
tion in expenditure ought to bear some comparison with the reduction 
in income. When people are purchasing less and less stamps, the 
•establishment ought to be curtailed proportionately; and if you reduce 
the expenditure by Rs. 16,000, i.e., what I have suggested in my 
motion, and fix the expenditure at Rs. 30,000, it will approximately 
bear the same proportion to the income as the expenditure of 1928-29 
bore to the income of that year. Well, I do not think that this is 
altogether impossible. 


7 p.m. 

On the contrary, considering that there would be occasion for 
handling a fewer number of non-judicial stamps, the expenditure on the 
stntt and on every other thing can be easily cut down and provision 
should be made accordingly with that anticipation. If afterwards it is 
found that Government has to deal with an increased demand for non- 
judicial stamps, there is nothing to prevent them from coming forward 
for a greater demand necessary for handling a larger quantity of 
-stamps. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 36,100 
under the head *7 A — Stamps — Non-judicial — Superintendence’ be 
-reduced by Rs. 101.” 

Th# Hofl’tolt Mr. A. MARR: I am afraid Dr. Sen Gupta’s argu- 
ments are not correct. If he looks at page 36 of the red book, he will 
find that in the charges under the head “ Stamps — Superintendence” 
we have budgeted for a small saving. I ask him also to lode to the 
“charges for the sale of stamps,” which is the main item under the 
expenditure head and also to the head * 4 Value of stamps supplied from 
ihe Central Stamps Stores.” He quoted certain figures as regards 
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f©oeipt8 under the head f< Geuerai stamps,” but I may point out that in 
t|fct year 1928-29, under this head the actuals were Rs. 1,31,20,000; in 
1031*32, the revised estimate has been put at Rs. 75,50,000; as against 
that we have budgeted for Rs. 84,00,000 next year. 

As against the figure of Rs. 47,000 under the head “Superintend* 
ence,” in the year 1928-29, this year we have the reduced figure of 
Rs. 38,000, that is to say, there is a saving of Rs. 9,000 on this item, 
which cannot be regarded as a slight reduction. 

I may further point out that there is a reduction in the big item, 
viz., “Charges for the sale of stamps (discount)” from Rs. 3,17,000 to 
Rs. 1,67,000, which is a very large reduction. If fewer stamps are 
sold, less discount will have to be paid to the vendors and a smaller sum 
will be due to the Central Stamps Stores for the stamps supplied by 
them ; if fewer stamps are sold, this charge will go down. 

These are the two main items of expenditure under the head 
"Stamps.” Our reason for raising the estimate under “Receipts” from 
R*. 75,50,000 to Rs. 84,00,000 is that we hope that things may improve. 
If we do not get that increase and if the depression still continues and 
stamps are not sold, our charges under discount for the sale of stamps 
will correspondingly decrease. 

rmler “Superintendence” the difference is only Rs. 9,000, whereas 
the receipts have gone down by very nearly half. Therefore I strongly 
oppose Dr. Sen Gupta’s motion. 

The motion of l)r. Nnresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved; — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 2,53,600 
under the head ‘7 — Stumps — B — Judicial* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
raise a discussion on judicial stamps).” 

Rai Sahib AK8HOY KUMAR SEN: “That the demand of 
Rs. 2,53,600 under the head ‘7 — Stamps — B — Judicial Stamps’ lie reduc- 
ed by Rs. 10 (to raise u discussion about the exorbitant value of judi- 
cial stamps).” 

Mtulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Re. 2,53,600 under 
the head *7R — Judicial Stamps’ tie reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discus- 
non about the evil effects of the introduction of judicial stamps in the 
country).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 5,34,000 under the head ‘7 — Stamps’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(excessive value of stamps both judicial and non-judicral and also to 
critidsb the policy and expenditure involved).” 


11 
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MHAvi ABDUL HAMI* SHAMS “That the demand of Be. 5,34,000 
under the head 7 — Stamp*’ be reduced by Rs. 500 [fall of stamp 
revenues consequent on the passing of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Act].” 

MftUltt TAMIZUDDIH KHANS "That the demand of Bs. 5,34,000 
under the head 7 — Stamps’ be reduced by Bs. 100 (to raise a discus- 
sion on the responsibility of Government in helping a fall of revenue on 
this head).” 

Rai IaTYIMDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur, Mr. AMANDA 
Mohan rdddar, Mauivi nur rahman khan eusufji, 
Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH, Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL, Mauivi 
MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH and Haji BADI AHMED CHOW- 
DHURYs “That the demand of Rs. 5,34,000 under the head 7 — Stamps’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to protest against exorbitant rate of stamp 
duties).” 

Ktti EMDADUL MOQUti “That the demand of Ra. 5,34,000 under 
the head 7 — Stamps’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the general 
policy).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 5,34,000 
under the head 7 -Stamps’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion 
about the promise made by Government to apply the excess revenue 
raised by heavily enhancing the rate of stamp duties to the nation- 
building departments).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 5,84,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ”7 — Stamps” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 
16th March, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



•f the Dm gal LcgMatto CmmII amiNMfd UMUr tha 
prcvistow of tha C ow nmen l tf India Act 


The Cofncit, met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 16th March, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Praaenti 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Raja Sir Man math a Nath Ray Cuatj- 
dhtri, kt., of Snntosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 104 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral ana wors wars given). 

Principal, Midnapora College. 

MS4. Mr. R. MAITIl <<i) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge (4 
the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is a fac t that 
Bahu Thakapada Biswas has been allowed to officiate in the j>ost of the 
Principal of the Midnapore College for a very ioug time without mak- 
ing any permanent arrangement for the postP If so, whyP 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there are professors in the 
said college who are senior to, have better educational qualifications 
than, and are in receipt of more pay than, Babu Thakapada Biswas P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons for 
not filling up the post by one of such professors P 

MINISTER in otergs sf EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (Um 
Hoft’Me Mr. Ktiwsja Narimuddin): (a) Yes. It is understood that 
♦he present arrangements have been made bv the governing body of 
the college as a temporary measure of economy owing to the financial 
difficulties of the college. 

( b ) No. The appointment of a principal of an aided college is pri- 
marily a matter for the governing body of the college and Government 
do not interfere in such a matter unless an obviously unsuitable man is 
selected for tbe post. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Ba&f MTISH CHANDRA RAY BHOWDHURYs Will the Hon’ ble 
Minister be pleased to state bow long ibis particular gentleman, Babu 
Tbakapada Biswas, bas been acting as Principal? 

The Hott’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Since September, 
1930. 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will tbe Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Aswini Babu, tbe senior Professor 
of English, is senior to, and getting more pay than, Babu Tbakapada 
Biswas f 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: That is entirely a 
matter for tbe Governing Body of the College and I have no informa- 
tion on tbe subject. 


Assistant Inspectress of 8chools, Calcutta. 

* 

•135. Maulvi ABDU3 8AM AD: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the Assistant Inspectress of Schools, 
Calcutta, attended the All-India Women’s Conference held in 
Madras in December, 1931; 

(it) whether the previous permission of the Local Government in 
that connection was taken by her in compliance with the 
provisions of the Government Servants’ Conduct Buies; 

(in) whether the matter was reported to Government by the 
Inspectress of Schools, Presidency and Burdwan Divisions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (i) Yes. 

(w) No. No permission was necessary as the Conference was held 
during tbe Christmas holidays and was not political. 

(tit) No. 

Btbtf JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if there is any difference between attending meet- 
ings during holidays and during non-holidays? 

The Htft’blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly; if an 
officer is absent from his duties on a working day be has got to take 
permission. 
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Baba JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is it the character of the 
meet ing* or the fact that it is held during holidays that makes any 
difference in regard to the position of a Government servant? 


The Hon 9 ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: As long as it is of a 

non-political character it makes no difference. 

Mftlflvi EYED MAJID BAKBH: Is it a fact that Government ser- 
vants are not Government servants during holidays? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, it 
requires no answer. 


DJtenue et Hijli. 

•136. Maulvi HASS AN ALI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the detenus at Hijli have been on hunger-strike since Satur- 
day, the 13th February, last? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, — 

(i) w hat are the reasons for it ; and 

[ii) what steps have ln»en taken by the Government to remove the 

grievances, if any, of the detenus? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hoo’Wt 

Mr. W. D. R. Prcntioc): (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) (i) and (it) I)o not arise. 

Licentiate Medical Faculty study oourac. 

•137. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Medical Department be pleased to 
etate whether it is a fact that at a joint meeting of the Council of 
Medical Registration and of the State Medical Faculty of Bengal it 
was decided to raise the course of study for the Licentiate Medical 
Faculty, Bengal, from four to five years? 

(6) Is it a fact that at a recent meeting of the Council of Medical 
Registration, the recommendation of the Joint Committee for the 
raising of the course of the L. M. F. from four to five years w*as 
adopted ? 

( c ) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, the Government pro- 
pose to take in the matter? 
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MEMBER Hi oHOrgo if MMIOAL DEPARTMENT (the H4M» 

Mr* W. D. Vt* ProntJoO)! (a) A recommendation in this sense was 
adopted by a majority of votes of a Joint Committee of these two 
bodies. 

(i b ) Yes. 

(c) The matter will receive consideration. 


Nafoadwip Municipality. 

•131. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware 
that the Nabadwip Municipality has been the scene of bitter party 
squabbles interfering with the work of the municipality? 

(b) Is the Hon' 1)1 e Minister aware that at the last elections the vast 
majority of the successful candidates belonged to one party? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Collector has recommended for nomination 
a list of persons all of whom belonged to the party unsuccessful at the 
elections P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate 
accepting those nominations? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hofl’Me Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) There appear* 
to have been party feeling on this municipal board. 

( b ) Government have no information as to bearing of the election 
results on the strength of parties on the municipal board. 

(e) and (d) Government are not prepared to make any statement 
about the proposals of the Magistrate for nominations, which are con- 
fidential. The proposals will be considered on their merits. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

•—Forest, SA— Forest— Capital outlay ohargod to reve nu e , and S2A— 
Pt ro ot C apital outlay not ohargod to r o omi e. 

Tho Hon 1 Mo AModj Sir ABDELK1RIM CHUZMAVIl On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to mo*e that 
a sum of Ra. 8,96,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “8 — 
Forest” and “8A— -Forest — Capital outlay charged to revenue^’ and 
“62A — Forest — Capital outlay not charged to revenue.” 
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v Mi 1 . President— Sir, in order to simplify the position, I pm# be 
permitted to make some observations on the general position as regards 
this Department. Hou’ble members of this House will notice at the 
outset that the demand for the year 1932-33 is less than that of 
1931-32 by Es. 1,39,000 and is less fnau that of 1930-3L by Re. 2,48,000. 
The reason for this decrease is that although this is usually a remunera- 
tive and revenue-producing Department we have been compelled to 
control expenditure, firstly owing to the geaerul financial situation of 
the province and secondly in particular owing to the fall in the demands 
for forest produce. 

Now, Sir, ns stated by me in moving the demand* for grants last 
year, the Forest Department is in normal times very remunerative. 
There has been a steady increase in the net revenue of the Department 
and after deducting the recurring and capital expenditure, there was 
in the past approximately a clear profit of Rs. 12,00,000 per annum. 
During 1928-29, the net revenue exceeded Its. 14,00,000. In 1929-30, 
the surplus was over Its. 13,86,000, t.<\, it was slightly less than that 
of 1928-29. In 1930-31, owing to the economic distress and worldwide 
trade depression, there was a heavy full in tbe surplus of the Depart- 
ment, and it amounted to Its. 7,19,000 only. It was anticipated last 
year that trade and financial condition of the Presidency would 
improve this year and that the working of the Department would result 
in a net revenue of about Its. 10,00,000; but us has beeu explained bv 
the llon'ble Mr. Mart*, our anticipations have not Wn fulfilled and 
the year’s expected surplus will not lie realised. On tbe assumption 
that trade conditions will somewhat improve, we may expect a surplus 
of about Its. 9,00,000 next year. As is well known to the members 
of this House and as pointed out in the Hon’ble Mr. Marr’s budget 
speech, for several reasons which need not be recapitulated here, the 
lesources of this province are limited and we are handicapped in vari* 
ous ways. Government therefore naturally desire an expansion of 
revenue of this Department and in order to secure that object, the 
development of the Department is absolutely necessary. 

Ah I informed the House last year Government have sanctioned 
tbe introduction of a complete change in the management of tbe Sun* 
derbans forests by establishing ranges, in place of the existing revenue 
stations. 

Sir, last year I explained the great importance of the Sunderbans 
Bange Scheme and the reason why Government found it absolutely 
necessary to introduce the scheme in order to avoid serious loss in 
future and to maintain the supplies of timber and forest produce from 
this area. 

This important scheme, although sanctioned last year, had to be 
postponed partially to meet Urn financial situation which called for 
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utmost economy. Now, Sir, it has been possible to provide funds for 
this scheme in the current yearns budget. The scheme before it was 
sanctioned by Government was pruned of all non-essentials. Therfc 
are two circles in the Sunderbans, the Eastern and the Western. The 
former alone requires to be divided into at least four ranges, if effec- 
tive protection is to be secured. These ranges again should be sub- 
divided into beats. Although this is the most valuable of all forests, 
it is the worst sufferer in respect of staff. 

Government were fully convinced about the extreme necessity of 
the scheme and also that the sooner effect is given to the scheme the 
better it would be both for Government and the public at large, and 
the people of Calcutta and its neighbourhood, in particular. Now, to 
give effect to this scheme, five steel motor launches, including one 
which is required for the replacement of the existing motor boat 
Sylvia, which has become unserviceable, are being constructed by a 
well-known firm of ship- builders in Calcutta under the supervision of 
the Principal Engineer and Ship-Surveyor at a cost of Rs. 14,300 each. 
The charge will be met almost entirely from the total provision made 
in the current year’s budget for the non-recurring expenditure involved 
in the scheme. T T nder the terms of The arrangement with the firm, 
two of the launches, after approval by the Principal Engineer and 
Ship-Surveyor, are to be delivered this year and the remaining three 
are to be delivered early next year. In such a vast area of waterways, 
the provision of these launches was essential, if the area was to be 
managed at all. There was no doubt aboxit the absolute necessity of 
the launches in the Sumlerbnns Division in order to prevent the 
unauthorised cutting of trees, etc. No other officers under Govern- 
ment live in such out-of-the-way places and labour under so much 
hardship as the Forest Department officers in the Sunderbans. 
Launches are also necessary to keep them in communication and bring 
supplies. 

Sir, I may also mention here that the revision of the working plans 
of the Sunderbans Forest Division which was emphasised bv the 
Inspector-Genera 1 of Forests has been completed. The Imperial 
Silviculturist was deputed by the Inspector-General towards the end 
of January last in connection with the revision of this working plan 
and his suggestions for alteration are being included in the plan. 

Another important scheme relating to the Southern Circle is the 
realignment of the boundaries between the Hat mahal and reserved 
forests in the Chittagong and Cox’* Bazar Divisions. In accordance 
with the principle adopted by Government in 1925 that the areas in 
Hat mahal foifsts, which are steep ridges covered with dense jungle 
and which cannot be brought under the plough, should be transferred 
to the Forest Department and made reserve forest and that forests, 
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which are suitable for permanent cultivation, should be kept under the 
Controller and that the khas mahal forests should be gaaetted as pro- 
tected forests after six months, 81,928 acres have been demarcated or 
reserved and 74,134 acres still remain to be done. This scheme when 
completed will bring* in additional revenue to Government. 


3-15 p.m. 

The demand under the head “ft A — Forest — Capital outlay charged 
to revenue” includes the provision of funds for improvements to com- 
munications and buildings. 

I may be permitted to mention, Sir, that improvements to com- 
munications and buildings are essentially necessary for the proper 
working of the Deportment and, according to the plans drawn up, a 
sum of Rs. 80,000 to Its. 90,000 was actually required next year, but 
it has been reduced to Rs. 50,000 only. So far as buildings are con- 
cerned, it is not possible to dispense altogether with the construction 
of buildings, especially in unhealthy localities where the staff will not 
be able to work unless properly housed. 

It is very unfortunate that we have had to reduce expenditure and 
almost stop development and necessary expansion to a great extent, 
due to abnormal conditions. Experience show r s that in normal time* 
whatever is put into the forest produces very satisfactory increase in 
revenue. There is every likelihood of further increase in revenue if 
better supervision of the working of the Ilepartincnt can be obtained, 
and to secure this object the Department have beeu pressing for the 
last few years for strengthening the staff of the Deportment — subordi- 
nate, executive and ministerial. Although Government desire to see 
the Department to be more remunerative, in view of the present econo- 
mic position of the Presidency, the proposal has not beeu yet accepted 
by them. 

I may be permitted to mention here that in addition to the fact 
that the estimates of the two Forest Circles have been exhibited 
separately under each of the major heads ensuring tetter control over 
the expenditure between the two circles, instructions have been issued 
to the two Conservators for better co-ordination between them in the 
account matters. It is a matter of satisfaction that the Public 
Accounts Committee on the appropriation accounts for 1929-30 have 
favourably commented on the working of the Department during that 
y cor. 

I may also observe, Sir, that Government have already recognised 
the principle of effecting saving by resorting to improved system of 
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working in the Department; and as a result, a saw mill has been eetab- 
Railed at Siliguri. It kas been working at a profit since ii was started 
in 1926 and it yielded a net profit of Bs. 1 5,000 during the year 192940 
and about Bs. 6,500 in 1930-31. 

In pursuance of this principle, Government have administratively 
approved the proposal for the installation of an electric overhead travel- 
ling crane in the Siliguri Log Depot for the economical and quick hand- 
ling of logs. At present the handling of logs at the Dep&t is carried on 
with two skidders. Although they have saved much manhandling, they 
are expensive and. prevent the stocking of logs according to class. More- 
over, they are required for work in the forest. With the overhead travel- 
ling crane, it will be possible to store and stock, according to class, 
76,000 c. ft. and at the same time log tracks will be loaded quickly and 
easily within the full limits allowed by the railway. The cost of installa- 
tion is estimated at Its. 26,7.50 and will effect a saving of Bs. 8,945 annu- 
ally in the working of the Department. Although provision was made for 
this scheme in the current year’s budget, the money had to be surren- 
dered and the scheme jx>stjx>ned owing to the prevailing financial crisis. 
Provision has been made for this .scheme in the next year’s budget. 
Another scheme of importance, which has been approved by Govern- 
ment in conformity with the above principle, is the mechanical extrac- 
tion of timber from the Kasnlong reserve forest in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts. The upj>er stories of timber in the Kasalong reserve forest in 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts are definitely overmature and the waste of 
old timber has been great. In the absence of roads for bringing down 
the timlier, traders being very few and labour being very scarce and 
of poor quality, only a few of the letter trees close to the banks of 
rivers have been removed. It is now proposed to purchase a tractor 
with necessary equipment for carrying on mechanical logging. It is 
reported that the caterpillar tractor has been a success in Assam. The 
scheme is expected to be remunerative, as a recurring annual expendi- 
ture of Bs. 21.2(H) is likely to bring in a revenue of Bs. 50,000. 
Members of this House are aware that in the beginning of 1931, a 
large number of Chnkxnas cut jhumt illicitly in the Kasalong reserve 
forest in the €%ittagoag Hill Tracts. But for the prompt action which 
was taken by Government, the situation would have become very 
serious. The installation of the tractor, besides being remunerative to 
Government, will provide work to the unemployed and will thus mini- 
mise the recurrence of the incident and consequential loss of Govern- 
ment revenue. It may be remembered, Sir, that when these hill people 
Actually invaded our forests, it was a moment of anxious concern as 
to what proper course Government should take, and in the absence of 
any arrangement of that kind, visitations similar to this may take 
place. The idea of employing a machinery of this kind is not only 
to improve our forest, but also to safeguard against a recurrence at 
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Oil kind which might lead to serious loss of life. I think that the 
members of this House will appreciate that Government have done in 
thta instance something which will not only be of great service in the 
way of effecting economy and proving remunerative but at the same 
time will provide work for the hill people who are otherwise helpless. 
With these words I commend my motion. 

The following motion was called but not moved 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 1,68.900 
under the head *SA — Conservancy, maintenance and regeneration' l>e 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the policy of conservancy, 
maintenance and regeneration)/’ 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1, 60,800 under the head “SB— -Forest — Establishment” 
be reduced hv Rs. 500 (to draw attention to the necessity for abolishing 
duplication of Conservator*). 

Sir, I must make it clear at the very outset that mine is an economic 
cut. The House might remember that 1 moved a similar cut last year 
and the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Department pointed out that 
m order to have projs*r check over the working of the forests, it was 
decided in 1928-29 to appoint two Conservators because the revenue 
from forests was a growing one. My friend, Sir Lancelot Travers, also 
opposed the motion on the ground that from the time spent on tours 
by the two Conservators during the year it was apparent that they 
had enough to work and that they were not idling away their time. 
Sir, ns I began by saying, I do not at the present moment suggest that 
there may not be work for two Conservators or even more Conservators 
in Bengal, but the time has certainly come when we ought to cut our 
coat according to our cloth. As for the expanding revenue, the Hon'ble 
Member has himself stated that (lie net revenue from forests in 1928-29, 
when there was this duplication of Conservators, was Its. 15,40,000; 
in 1929-30, Rs. 15,04,000; in 1930-31 it come down to Rs. 7,74,000; 
then this time in 1931-32 the revised figure is Rs. 81 ,004), not even 
ft lakh. In the budget that has been presented for 1932-33 you will 
see that it is anticipated fbat the net revenue will be Rs. 1,87,000, 
«mt of which, it is said, Rs. 1,75,000 is anticipated on account of the 
revival of trade. Well, Sir, I must say that that anticipation is not 
based on any solid facts. Therefore, the net revenue from forests for 
the next year will be Rs. 12,000 only. I submit that is not this the 
time when all expenditure ought to be curtailed and retrenched, as 
quickly and as much as possible? Sir, yesterday, when supporting a 
cut, I was met with an observation from Mr. Suhrawardy that my 
remarks were cheap. Sir, I may tell you that I do not belong to a 
knightly family, either by marriage or by birth. And 1 am not * 
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person who has changed his patronymic into a pseudo-aristocratic one 
and l am not an associate of princes, not even of a prince of smugglers. 
My remarks are therefore bound to be cheap. But I do plead for 
cheapness, and I do say that this is the time when it is certainly neces- 
sary to have as much retrenchment as possible. With these words 
I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, MARR: Sir, I should like to take this early 
opportunity of announcing to the members of this House that the 
present Government are in favour of appointing a Retrenchment Com- 
mittee as early as possible, but they feel that the final decision on this 
matter should be left until the arrival of the new Governor. I think 
that this House may take it as pretty certain that a Committee of 
Retrenchment will be appointed and that all these matters will be 
placed before such a Committee. As Mr. Basu has rightly said, his 
motion is one for economy, and I may add that in this appendix there 
are other similar motions. I would suggest to Mr. Basu and the 
movers of similar amendments that they should withdraw their amend- 
ments on the assurance that nil these matters will be placed before a 
Committee of Retrenchment. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: On this assurance I would 
withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

. The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL. MOMIN: “That the demand 
of Rs. 8,37,000 under the head ‘8 — Forest’ be reduced by Re. I fto 
raise a discussion on the necessity of retrenchment by re-amalgamating 
the Northern and Southern Circles under one Conservator).” 

Dr. AMUL.YA RATAN CHOSE. I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs, 1,60,800 under the head “8B — Establishments” be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to draw attention to the necessity of a training college in 
Bengal). 

Sir, the object of ray tabling this motion is to draw attention to 
the necessity of a training college in Bengal. This is a necessity 
which has been felt for a very long time and if such a college is 
opened in Bengal, Bengali students will find a good opening and there 
will be plenty of students, and they will find this a good line to adopt. 

3-80 p.m. 

There is one institution of that nature at Dehra Dun, but that ie 
too far away from Bengal and therefore it is not convenient for the 
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scents of Bengal to go such a long way and get their admission there. 
Therefore, I would draw the attention of Government to the necessity 
of the establishment of such a college in Bengal for the training of 
Bengali students in forestry. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 8,37,000 under the head “8 — Forests” be reduced by Rs. 1.000 
(to draw attention to the necessity of establishing & college of forestry 
in Bengal). 

Sir, Bengal is naturally a very fortunate province. It has large 
forests, abundant jute crop and rice crop. Although she has got her 
vast forests, still it is known that the students of Bengal have to run 
up to Dehra Dun which is the only college in India for leamiug 
forestry. It is a pity that the attention of Government has not been 
drawn to this absence for a college for the sons of Bengal. I hope the 
present Government will lay down at least a sympathetic policy by 
which a college might be established in Bengal, so that her sons will 
not have to run up to Dehra Dun. This will help to give much work 
to our educated young men and it will also benefit the economic 
resources of the province. Our Sunderhuns will be utilised by our own 
sons who will learn something in the nature of forestry and also our 
jungles will be utilised, und it will not be necessary to bring oil our 
building materials from other provinces. I hope the Hon'ble Member 
in charge will do something by which in the near future a college nmv 
be started in this province. 

The following motion was called hut not moved: — 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 8,37,000 under the head ‘8 — Forests' be reduced by Its. 100 
(necessity of a forest training school in Bengal).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Mr. President— Sir, I beg to 
support the motion just moved by my friend Bahu Satyendra Nath 
Roy. 

Though not particularly friendly to the denizens of the forest, 
their habitations had a charm for me in my younger days when I went 
out on my hunting excursions very often with my friend Major Weigall 
of the Royal Artillery. In later years, I had the opportunity of watch- 
ing with keen interest the forest wealth not only of the Himalayan 
region* but also of various parts of the Indian peninsula and abroad. 
The forests of Ceylon, rich with valuable trees like the halmila, had 
peculiar attraction for me. There the Government takes the fullest 
advantage of its forest wealth by the construction of hundreds of miles 
of excellent motor roads through the impenetrable forest* where the 
light of the midday tropical *un failed to dispel the gloom underneath 
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which appeared more like twilight. Mott of our Indian forests were 
not always easy of access. If we want to take full advantage of our 
forests we should have fine roads right across them as they have one 
from Habrane to Polnnarowa. Sir, I have seen the College of Forestry 
in Dehra Dun. I wish to have another such college in Bengal to afford 
the Bengali an opportunity of having proper and up-to*date training 
in forestry to enable them to exploit the forest wealth of Bengal to its 
fullest advantage. Sir, without proper facilities for education in 
forestry, how would it be possible to accelerate tbe Indianisation of the 
Forest Service on the lines of the Lee Commission Report published 
in 1924, which came to the conclusion that “taking all the factors 
before us into consideration, we recommend that the recruitment should 
henceforward be in the ratio of 75 per cent. Indians and 25 pet cent. 
Europeans in those provinces in which the Forest Service is reserved/' 
Sir, a college of forestry in Bengal will open up a new avenue of 
employment for the youths of this province. Sir, I verily believe that 
the dawn of a new era is not far off. Autonomous Bengal was well 
within our grasp. Is it not incumbent on us to try to open out new 
vistas of employment to enable the future youngmen of Bengal to 
take their proper place in the new walks of life? 

The Hpft’Me AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAYI: I have 
listened with much sympathy and interest to the speeches of the mem- 
bers who have spoken, but I may tell them at once that nobody would 
be more pleased than myself to see if it would be possible to establish a 
forest college in Bengal. We have just been told by Mr. Basu that 
we should cut our coat according to our cloth. Therefore, it is really 
only a question of finance. I may further remind the House that 
in 1930, Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan moved a similar motion, and be 
also pleaded very eloquently for the establishment of a forest college 
in Bengal. On that occasion, too, I said that I should personally 
welcome such an idea, and I should be very happy if it were possible 
to establish such a college in Bengal for the training of Bengali young- 
men, so that they will not have to run all tbe way to Debra Dun. 
But, as I have just explained, in the present financial position, it is 
impossible to extend what facilities there are for the training of 
Bengali youths technically in forest work. There is already a forest 
school at Kurseong which is intended primarily for the instruction in 
practical work of the sub-executive establishment of Bengal below the 
grade of Forest Hangers, and of men sent for instruction by Indian 
States under tbe control of their Governments. If, after meeting their 
requirements, seats are available, private students may be admitted at 
the discretion of tbe Conservator of Forests. 

Candidates from the provinces selected for the Rangers' course are 
at present trained at the Dehra Dun institute. Since J926, a course 
of instruction in forestry up to the Indian Forest Service standard has 
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biMtt storied at the DfcJtra Dun Colley and recruit* selected in India 
for the Indian Forest Service are trained there instead of being sent 
to Europe for training. Only recently, Government considered very 
carefully the question of the training of Rangers for Bengal locally 
but as usual, owing to financial stringency, effect has not been given to 
it. The recent decision of Bihar and Orissa not to send their 
candidates to Bengal for training makes the chances of starting a 
collage more remote. As the number of recruits is very small, it is 
not practicable to establish a separate college for the province unless 
other provinces co-operate. 

This gives the present position as regards the question of establish- 
ing a training college in Bengal. In addition to that, I desire to 
stress the fact that I have every sympathy with the idea of establishing 
a college. The only thing that stands in the way is unfortunately 
the question of finance. If things improve in the near future, we 
can anticipate better days. I can assure the members of this House 
that as far as I am concerned, every effort will be made in the way of 
establishing a college in Bengal so that the sons of Bengal may be 
trained in the province. I think after this assurance, the member 
would be well advised to withdraw his motion. 

The motions of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose and Babu Satyendra Nath 
Roy were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Tlie following motions were called but not moved: — 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA S “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,14,300 under the heads 4 8B and 81) — Forest — Establishment’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1,00,000.” 

Mftlilvi TAMIIUDD1N KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 4,14,300 
under the heads 4 8B and 81) — Forest — Establishment’ lie reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy followed in recruitment and promotion 
of the staff).” 


Nil SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Suharfun 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,14,300 under the heads 4i 8B and 81) — Forest” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention of the Government as to excess 
expenditure in maintaining establishments). 

The expenditure in maintaining the establishment of forest is not 
only excessive beyond all proportions, but the excess, I may be 
pardoned to say, is simply ridiculous. 

In the year 1928-29, the total expenditure on this head was 
Rs 15,78,000, yielding an income of Rs. 31 lakhs, The income was 
almost double the expenditure. Good. 
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But, Sir, I respectfully invite your attention to the expenditure 
and income of the present year's budget. The expenditure is 
estimated to be Es. 16,13,000, that is, Es. 35,000 more than the 
expenditure of 1928-29. In the face of a huge deficit budget, there is 
an increment of Es. 35,000. Is this justifiable? 

Now, Sir, let me come to the figure of income. Income is 
estimated to be only Es. 18 lakhs. The income has come down from 
Es. 31 lakhs to Rs. 18 lakhs. That is, Es. 13 lakhs have vanished. 

Now in the Forest Department, we are to get Rs. 18 lakhs as 
income; for which we are to spend Rs. 16,13,000, Rs. 1,87,000 is the 
net income. It is simply ridiculous. I hope no comment is necessary. 
If this estimate is passed, it would do insult to the Hon’ble Member. 
There is no Bense in it. 

The other day, I appealed for a reduction of 20 to 30 per cent, in 
the Department of Forests. But, Sir, to-day I feel no hesitation in 
claiming 50 per cent, reduction in this Department. 

I again repeat what I said on the 29th February, that the Assam 
Government has got more area for forests, classified and non-elassified 
together, manages with less expenditure. What is possible for 
Assam, will surely be possible for Bengal. Assam manages with one 
circle, but Bengal has manufactured two circles, North and South. 
Well, Sir, these two circles can be amalgamated with much profit — 
profit wdth respect to both savings and efficiency. 

3-45 p.m. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Rai KAMINI KUMAR DA8 Bahadur: “That the demand of 
Rs. 8,37,000 under the head ‘8 — Forest’ be reduced by Es. 60 (to raise 
a discussion about the large amount of money which is being spent 
ever}* year in this department and how a greater portion can be saved 
by resorting to an improved system).” 

Mr* 4, N. GUPTA: “That the demand of Rs. 8,96,000 under the 
heads ‘8 and 8A — Forests (Reserved)’ be reduced by Ee. 1 (to raise a 
discussion on the necessity of retrenchment in the cost of the adminis- 
tration of the Department in view of the heavy fall in the revenue by 
reducing the number of circles and charges and postponing and 
reducing cost on all works which are not immediately remunerative. 
Improvement to communications and buildings).” 

M«llvi MURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURYl “That the demand of 

Es, 4,14.300 under the heads *8B and 8D — Forest — Establishment’ 
be reduced by Ee. 1 (to urge upon the Government to make one Con- 
servator for Bengal).” 
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|ffci HsnfMs Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVlJ Sir, the 
H*t Bahadur has been pleased to observe that expenditure has gone up. 
I can assure him that nobody has taken a greater care or made more 
careful scrutiny into this question than ourselves. I can assure him 
also that the question of reduction of expenditure must depend on 
general condition of things. Now there are always what is known as 
overhead expenditure, what is known as permanent staff, 
what is known as arrangement for running a Department. In 
the case of the Forest Department, the matter stand# thus: 
"When sales go up, our expenditure is less. When sales go down, as 
has been the case last year, the year before and this year, our 
expenditure goes up. So the whole thing depends on the question as 
to how much of the forest produce has been sold. The reason why 
expenditure must remain at a certain figure 

[Here the time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the 
heads “8, 8A and 52 A— Forest” was reached and the Hon’blo Member 
resumed his seat.] 

The motion of Rai Satyendra Kumar Dos Bahadur was then put 
and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 8,96,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “8—Forest” and “8A—Fore8t— Capital outlay 
charged to revenue” and ”52 A — Forest — Capital outlay not charged 
to revenue” was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the heads ”8— -Forest, 8A Forest 
Capital outlay charged to revenue, and 52A — Forest — Capital outlay 
not charged to revenue” were not called owing to the expiry of the 
time-limit: — 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: 4 ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 4,14,800 under the heads ‘8Ji and 8D— Establishment’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (paucity of employment of Muhammadan servants in this 
department)/’ 

H«ji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 6,980 under the head ‘8C— Forest ( Reserved >— Conservancy, 
maintenance and regeneration -Timber and otlu»“ produce removed from 
the forest by Government Agency’ be reduced by Re. 1 (decrease of 
forest tax from annas 8 to annas 4 of Muli bamboos per hundred in 
Chittagong, Cox’s Basar and Chittagong Hill Tracts owing to the 
reduction of the price of bamboos).” 


Ifentfvi tYED 4ALALUDDIN HASH EM Y I “That the demand of 
Re. 4,22,600 under the heads ‘8A and 8C^For#et^usenrancy , main- 
tenance and regeneration’ be reduced by Re. 600 (general policy and 
the restriction of hunting in the Sunderbans}.” 
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Or. NARE8H CHANDRA UN GUPTA: “That the demand of 

Rs. 4,22,600 under the head* ‘8A and 8(— Forest— €oni*rvam;y , main- 
tenance and regeneration' be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the 
inadequacy of the expenditure on the organisation, improvement and 
extension of forests)." 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: "That the demand of Rs. 8,37,000 
under the head ‘8— Forest’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion 
on the reorganisation of the Forest Service and the working of the 
Department)." 


Mtlllvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UF4I: "That the demand of 
Rs. 8,37,000 under the head ‘8 — Forest' be reduced by Rs. 100 (effect 
of retention of the Attia Forest by the Government)." 


Mtlllvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UF4I: "That the demand of 
Rs. 8,37,000 under the head ‘8 — Forest’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge 
upon the Government the necessity of appointing a fair number of 
Mussulmans in the Forest Service)." 


MiUlvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: "That the demand of 
Rs. 8,37,000 under the head ‘8 — Forests’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to 
protest against the manner of giving appointments in the Forest 
Departments)." 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: "That the demand 
of Rs. 35,000 under the head ‘8A — Forest— Capital outlay charged to 
Revenue — Improvements to communications and buildings’ be reduced 
by Rs. 17,500." 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: "That the demand of 

Rs, 7,840 under the head *52A — Forest — Capital outlay not charged 
to Revenue — Organisation, improvement and extension of forests* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to express disapproval of the Government policy 
in respect of developing the resources of forests)," 

Mr. BAR AT CHANDRA BAtS "That the demand of Rs. 8,96,000 
under the heads *8 and 8A — Forests’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the grievances of the depressed classes in the matter of 
appointment on population basis)." 



1 . DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 17# 

RagMratitoi 

tfm Hon'bl. Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDOINt On the recommend. 
tioB of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 18,94,000 be granted for expenditure under the head "9A — 
Registration.” 

Sir, the total grant for the year 1932-33 ha a been reduced by 
Re, 2,11,000 as compared with the estimate of 1931-32. A total saving 
of Rs. 1,84,000 out of the current year’s gTant has already been 
surrendered. 

Every possible endeavour is being made to effect economy in all 
directions and every item of expenditure has been reduced by curtail* 
ing tours of inspection and transfer of officers. Ordinary temporary 
establishment and landlords’ fee establishment is being employed 
more sparingly and much of the work which under ordinary circum- 
stances would have been done by extra hands employed, is being done 
by the permanent establishment. Similarly, strict watch is being 
kept on the contingent expenditure of all kinds. Purchase and 
repairs of furniture and book-binding have been practically stopped. 

I, therefore, commend this motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

The following motion was called hut not moved: — 

Mr. d. N. CUPTA* “That the demand of Rs. 13,900 under the 
head ‘9A — Superintendence — Pay of Inspector-General’ he reduced by 
Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the desirability of amalgamating the 
pent of Inspector-General of Registration with the Commissioner of 
Excise).” 

MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 6,000 under the head ”9 A — Superintendence — Travel- 
ling allowance” be reduced by 11s. 1,000. 

I beg to move also that the demand of Rs. 72,000 under the head 
”9 A — Superintendence” lie reduced by Rs. 12,000. 

Mr. President — Sir, I am sorry I was misunderstood in certain 
quarters when I moved a similar motion last year. My object was 
not to single out a particular Department of Government like that of 
Registration to associate it with corruption and bribery, but as this 
Department was not free from those evils I took the earliest 
opportunity to point it out in this particular motion as I was of 
opinion that if the work of superintendence had been properly done the 
growth of these evils might at least have been checked to a certain 
extent. But that has not been done. The Hon’ble Minister might 
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^repeat what he said on the last occasion that “After all, the people 
who give the gratification are as much to blame as the people who 
take it.” I am sorry to differ with him on this point. He should 
have remembered that it was not a pleasant thing to part with money 
unless forced by circumstances to do so. It was an open secret that 
these unscrupulous people were well versed in the art of screwing 
money out of the public who are generally forced to pay to save 
themselves from trouble, harassment and undue delay. The law of 
bribery cuts both ways — the man who gives and the man who takes 
bribes are both held equally guilty in the eye of law. This is the only 
reason why the people do not come forward to court trouble for them- 
selves. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister admitted on the last occasion that 
“this is a complaint which is levelled not only against the Registra- 
tion Department but has been directed against all Government 
Departments, local bodies and wherever we go, we hear this com- 
plaint.” Yes, that is the general complaint. But was that a 
sufficient excuse for a responsible Minister not to take a serious view 
of the matter. May I ask, Sir, was this a matter which should be 
lightly passed over on the popular plea that when Ram, Sham and 
Jadu were doing such things there was nothing particularly wrong in 
Hari to do so and to thrust all the hlame on the public who were 
rather forced to throw away their good money over a bad job ? 

MR. PRE8IDENT: You had better not refer to it. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, the exactions of the 
amhis of Government had no limits. The evil of screwing out as much 
as you can wus rampant everywhere. In this connection the dictum of 
the Prime Minister of England that “bribery will never cease until 
adequate pay is given” has been put forward to indirectly justify the 
evil. But how will the adequacy be ascertained? That is the crux of 
the problem. Practical experience showed that more the pay, the 
greater would be the demand. By this I do not mean to say that all 
amln$ of Government were corrupt. Certainly there were honourable 
exceptions, but there was the black sheep which spoilt the whole flock. 
Make serious attempt to weed them out. If the Hon’ble Minister 
would succeed in improving the morale of the men under his charge 
and purify his Department by the eradication of the evil of corruption, 
it would be all the more creditable for him. Pray do not misunder- 
stand me. My idea was that it is high time for the Government to 
take up the matter seriously. Of course, it was its duty to see that the 
pay given to the men should be enough for their support. Then follow 
the principle of “set a thief to catch a thief” and mete out condign 
punishment to the offenders. These would no doubt help to eradicate 
the evil, at least to a certain extent. With these words, I commend 
my motions to the acceptance of the House. 
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The Hoft’Mt Mr. KHWAJA HAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I complained^ 

lint year about the unreasonableness of this motion, and I am afraid^ 
I iave got to make a similar complaint this year also. I could quite 
understand the intention of the hon'ble member if he had proposed a 
one rupee cut in order to raise a discussion on the question of corrup- 
tion in the Registration Department. But when out of a total grant of 
Rs. 6,000 it is proposed to cut Rs. 1,000, I cannot quite follow it. It 
is a substantial cut and therefore the intention of suggesting such a 
cut in the travelling allowance is a reduction of expenditure. Now I 
would like to point out to this House how unreasonable my hon’hle 
friend is. His proposal for curtailing the travelling allowance of the 
Inspectors is solely for the purpose of checking corruption in the 
Registration Department, if any; but these Inspectors are for the 
purpose of stopping these corruptions, and, therefore, the two things 
do not go together. He is contradicting himself by proj>osing the cut 
and making a complaint about corruption. 


Sir, I strongly protest against his remarks that last year I suggested 
that because there is corruption in other Departments, therefore, it is 
not a serious question if there is corruption in the Registration Depart- 
ment. If I remember aright, I made my policy quite clear to the 
House and asked for the support of the members on the policy T had 
adopted, namely, whenever a case is proved against an officer or even 
when we are convinced that there is sufficient evidence that an officer 
is guilty, most drastic steps will be tnken and no recommendation 
whatsoever from any person, however high, will help to mitigate the 
punishment that will he given to the officer concerned. Therefore, it 
is obvious that I do not take a very light view of this question, and 
I am quite determined to eradicate this evil as far as jwssible. 

I would request my hon’ble friend to consider whether he is 
justified in proposing a cut under travelling allowance for this purpose. 
In 1922-23, the travelling allowance was Rs. 10, 000, and it has now 
been reduced to Rs. 6,000. Already we have retrenched Rs. 4,000 under 
this head. Any further reduction will seriously impair the inspection 
work. I would therefore request my friend the Rai Mahasui to with- 
draw his amendment, for, if it is pressed and carried, it will be 
practically going against what he actually wants to be done. 

With these few words I request my hon'ble friend fo withdraw 

bis motions. 


The motions of Munindra Deb Rai Mabasai were then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 


M«|i BAOI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved that the demand of 
Be. 72,000 under the head "9A — Superintendence” be reduced by 
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I^IU. 5 (to discuss the question that owing to the increase of the rate of 
registration many people are keeping papers unregistered resulting 
in a decrease of income in the Registration Department). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“Sir, I want to say that the income of this Department has suffered 
to a considerable extent in consequence of registration fees having been 
doubled ; many deeds and documents are now kept unregistered, as 
formerly the registration fee for a value of Rs. 1,000 was Rs. 2 only, 
but it has at present been increased to Rs. 4. The registration fee for 
other deeds has also been doubled. The fee for taking out a copy from 
the Registration Department which was annas 8 has also been doubled. 
Moreover, the stamp charge has been increased one and a half times. 
The result of all this has been that wherever possible people do not 
register documents and many cases are being settled by a deed of 
compromise. Pro-notes are accepted on thumb impressions, and in 
cases where the debtor does not enjoy the confidence of the creditor, the 
debtor’s relations who have to stand surety for him are required to 
place their thumb impressions on the pro-note. A large number of 
deeds of conditional mortgage and other documents including kahvli- 
yats and pat tax are not registered. People do not apply for cerfified 
copies in cases where draft copies of the papers in question may be 
obtained from the papers already exhibited before a court. They also 
obtain draft copies from Registration offices by underhand means, 
without payment of the usual fees. The present fall in the income of 
tbe Registration Department has occurred in spite of the fact that 
salaries and commissions of the Registrars, Sub-Registrars, clerks, 
copyists, etc., of the Registration Department have not been increased. 
Another factor which has greatly contributed in bringing about this 
fall is that the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act has led to an 
increase of the dues of the zamuuhirs. 

Under these circumstances, I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister-in- 
charge to reduce the rate of registration fees.” 

4 p.m. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: That the demand of 

Rs. 8,05,000 under the head *9B — Registration — Pay of officers’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the action of the Sub-Registrars for 
absenting themselves without leave from headquarters).” 


Maulvi ABDUL. HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Bi. 18,22,000 under the head “9B — District charges” Be reduced h if 
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!•» 1 (to urge the necessity for immediate reduction of registration 
ipf searching fee and fee for taking copies in the Registration offices)* ^ 

Every one of this House knows how exorbitantly the registration 
fees and some other fees of the like nature have been increased by the 
new registration rules some years past. The excessive landlords 1 fee 
and the transmission fee, introduced by the new Bengal Tenancy Act, 
have already closed the doors of primary income of registration offices 
in Bengal; over and above that the excessive registration fee and the 
searching fee and the fee for taking copy of documents have created 
additional obstacles which have practically closed the doors of the 
Registration offices against any access by the millions of poor tenants 
of the soil. Such exorbitant fees are not only dragging the Registration 
offices to the verge of bankruptcy, but also helping to thwart the 
administration of justice on behalf of the poor tenants. Many litigants 
require to prove documents in their cases, but owing to excessive cost 
of taking copies, many poor tenants are unable to take copies and 
consequently they lose their cases, failing to prove such documents by 
producing copies thereof. 

Before the introduction of the new registration rules, the cost of 
application for search of a document, as far ns I know, was only one 
rupee, hut now it has become one rupee for each name of executants 
in a single document. For instance, if there are 10 executants in one 
document search fee for taking copies are now 10 rupees over and 
above the other fees that are subsequently to he paid for the copy. 
But before the new rules were introduced the search fee was only one 
rupee whatever number of executants there might have been in the 
document. On account of provisions made for realising these kinds 
of excessive fees, works in the registration offices have fallen abnormally 
everywhere, and if the economic situation does not improve, most pro- 
bably Government shall have to purchase lock and key for the Sub- 
Registry offices in the province. In mv own district the registration 
works have become almost nil and as a consequence the Sub-Registrars 
in my own town have no* no other business hut to count the leaves of 
the banian trees situated near by. (Laughter.) They are enjoying 
pensions, as it were, for want of work. 

I, therefore, earnestly pray that the Government should take 
immediate steps for the reduction of these excessive fees in the Regis- 
tration offices of Bengal. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mbu SATISH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURYt “That the 
demand of Rs. 18,94,000 under the head ‘9 — Registration* be reduced 
by Rs. 200 (to raise a discussion of the increase of searching fees in 
particular and of the charges of registration of documents generally).’* 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE S 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 18,94,000 under the head “9 — Registration” be reduced by 
Be. 100 (increase of registration fee and inadequate pay of officers). 

In this connection I beg to say that the increase in registration fees 
has gone up to such an extent that it has practically become unbearable 
for the public, and although it has gone up so high the pay of the 
officers is not adequate, and that is why there are so many complaints 
regarding corruption, etc. If they get plenty of money to make both 
ends meet, they will not take recourse to these methods which are not 
sanctioned by the moral law. That is why I presume so much corrup- 
tion is complained of in that particular Department. Whenever a 
search is necessary for certain documents, one has got to pay this 
Department and that Department and this clerk and that clerk a certain 
sum of money before he can get the documents searched. 

There is another disadvantage in this Department which I wish to 
point out for the benefit of the public. There are two Registrars 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: All this is due to the inadequacy of pay: Is 
that your argument? 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GH08E: Yes. Inadequacy of pay leads to 
one or two or three Registrars in one Registration office. At Howrah 
there are two Registrars and documents are registered by every one of 
them in the absence of t lie other, although they are to register 
documents according to their jurisdiction. There is no certainty in 
which of the two offices documents are entered. And so when one 
applies for a document to be registered, I may give you one concrete 
instance of what happens 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you mean to say that all this will disappear 
when their pay is increased ? 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN GH08E: Not that if the pay is adequate 
it will disappear, but 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Better come to your point. You based your 
motion on the inadequacy of pay. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: As regards inadequacy of pay I 
have said what I had to, and do not think I have anything more to 
add, but I believe that if the officers are paid better there will be much 
less corruption ia the Department. 
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The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mttllvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: "Tlmt the demand of 
Ra. 18,94,000 under the head ‘9 — Registration’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(general policy and administration, particularly increase in the 
registration fees).” 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: "That the demand of 
Rs. 18,94,000 under the head ‘9 — Registration' be reduced by Re. 1 
(abnormal rise of stamp duty and registration fees).” 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Dr. Amulyn Ratan 
Ghose started off with the complaint that the registration fees caused 
great hardships; and he again went off complaining that officers in the 
Registration Department were not adequately paid. I do not know how 
he connects the one with the other, inasmuch as that he suggests that 
there should le a reduction in the registration fee and increase in the 
salary of officers. It is for consideration whether in these days of 
economic distress and financial stringency it will be a practical pro- 
posal that we should reduce our income and increase our expenditure. 
T have very much doubt if the House is prepared to accept n proposal 
of this kind. 

As regards the inadequacy of pay of the officers in the Registration 
Department. Government have decided that all increases of pay of 
Government servants should be taken up at one time. We cannot go 
and change the scale of salary in any one particular Department 
because that would create an impression that one Department was 
being favoured at the expense of others. At the present time I am 
sure the House will not support any idea of a general increase of pay. 
Therefore, I submit that this is a motion which this House should 
not take seriously into consideration. 

Before I go on to the other cuts I would like to make one statement 
and it is that I very strongly repudiate the suggestion that there are 
eerious complaints about the Registration Department. There are 
complaints, it is true, but we find that on investigation these com- 
plaints are not generally proved to be true, and that some of them are 
brought merely on suspicion. As a rule, it is our experience that 
when an investigating officer goes to make an inquiry he finds no 
evidence in proof of the allegations that have been made, though in 
•ome case, I must admit that some of these charges have been proved, 
but I. also submit to the House that there is no serious complaint about 
the working of the Registration Department as a whole. 
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Then, Sir, I take up the question that has beenraisedbyHaji Radi 
Ahmed Chowdhury and Maulvi Abdul Hakim. Both these gentlemen 
have complained about the very great increase in registration lees 
which, according to them, has decreased the income of the Registration 
Department because many people are withholding the registration of 
documents. I shall very briefly show the amount of registration done 
in 1923-24, that is, prior to the raising of the fees, and the number 
of documents registered immediately after the registration fees were 
increased. In 1923, 16,98,000 documents were registered and in 
1924 18 lakhs documents were registered, whereas in 192T and in 
1928 after the registration fees were increased, the number of documents 
registered went up to 19,05,000 and 19,45,000. The number went 
down afterwards which was due to economic distress. I would like to 
submit that the decline in the number of documents registered is not 
so great as the decline in the income of the people. This shows that 
the decline is not due to increase in registration fees but on account 
of general distress. It is a temporary difficulty from which we are all 
suffering. 

Secondly, the most important thing in this connection is the number 
of applications for searching copies. The number of such applica- 
tions in 1924, prior to the increase in registration fees, was 1,76,000 and 
in 1929, which is the beginning of the economic distress, the number 
of such applications was 1,75,000 and in 1930 it was 1,43,000. Thus 
we find that the number of documents registered and the number of 
applications for searching copies have not declined because of the 
increase of registration fees but because of the economic distress and 
the general fall in the income of the cultivating class — I may even say 
the general fall in the income of zatmndars and all classes of people. 
We find that the scarcity of money in the mu f usual is so great that 
naturally these people cannot indulge in litigation and the purchase 
and sale of lands. It is the natural consequence of economic distress 
and not due to the increased fee. But so far we have not received 
any evidence to prove that this increase has actually created u hard- 
ship. If the memliers can give us details Government will be very 
glad to consider them; and therefore I would request the hon'ble 
members to withdraw their motions. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hakim was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ohose was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

[At 4-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-36 p.m.] 
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M®|i BAD I AHMED CHOWDH URY moved that the demand of 
Bih 12,000 under the head “9 A — Superintendence” be reduced by Re. I 
( t© 1 discuss that the Chakaria Sub-Registration Office should be made 
aa 4th Joint Office under Cox’s Baser in Chittagong for the convenience 
of the public, officers and Badarkhaii Co-operative colonisation). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“Sir, I should like to say that there should be established a joint 
sub-registration office at Chakaria within the jurisdiction of the sub- 
registration office at Cox’s Bazar subdivision of Chittagong. For, it is 
very difficult for men to cross a large number of rivers running through 
Chakaria and go to Cox’s Bazar for the purpose of registering their 
papers. An attached sub-registration office at Chakaria will dispense 
with the difficult journey to Cox’s Bazar and lead to the increase of the 
number of cases of registration. Moreover, nearly 500 men that have 
taken up residence at the newly started colony of the Co-operative 
Department of the Government will have the opportunity of registra- 
tion at Chakaria. The sub-registration office at Chakaria will also 
afford great facilities to the inhabitants of Idgaon, Khutakhnli, Ful- 
ehhari, etc., in (’ox’s Bazar subdivision for registration of their papers, 
and this will substantially contribute to the income of the Chakaria 
joint sub-registration office. 

I hope. Government will accept this proposal for a joint sub-regis- 
tration office ut Chakuria.” 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mftulvi ABDU8 8AM AD: “That the demand of Rs. 8,04,500 under 
the head ‘0B — Registration —District charges — Pay of officers’ be 
reduced by Its. 100 (to criticise the policy in the matter of recruitment 
of Sub-Registrars).” 


Mr. H. R. WILKIN80N: Sir, I take it that the object underlying 
this motion is to promote the convenience of the new settlers in the 
Badarkhaii Ghoim, and I think it may be admitted that to make the 
Chakaria Registration office a joint office with Cox’s Bazar would 
conduce to their convenience. To accept the proposal, how r ever, would 
be to revert to the oI<J arrangement by which the Chakaria Registra- 
tion office was established as an experimental measure. It was then 
meant to have concurrent jurisdiction with Cox’s Bazar, but it was 
found that the Chakaria office was working at a deficit and therefore it 
wag given independent charge, so that it would no longer work at a 
lot*. It is still working at a loss, and if the present proposal is adopted 
tkis loss might be still further accentuated; it would then be difficult 
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to justify the retention of the Chakaria office, in which case the people 
in the interior would be put to much greater inconvenience. Govern- 
ment however are prepared to consider the suggestion in the light of 
these considerations and I would ask the member to withdraw this 
motion. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,600 under the head “9B — District charges and other allowances” 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the indifference of the department to 
the local disadvantages of the district as regards house accommodation). 

Sir, about this time last year I brought to the notice of the 
Government by moving a token cut motion in this House that the Sub- 
Registrars in the mu f anal are placed under great disadvantage in 
the matter of house accommodation. I said that the Sub-Registrar’s 
offices in the mu fas sal were located in rented houses the owners of 
which did not care to make the necessary repairs when such repairs 
were urgently necessary. The Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the 
Department practically admitted the truth of my complaint and he 
said that many schemes which had received administrative sanction 
had to he held up for want of funds and so nothing could be done in 
that direction. He further said that he had one more scheme in his 
mind which was awaiting examination by the Department, namely, 
that he would ask some well-to-do villagers to build houses which they 
might let out on long leases and at suitable rents. I do not know 
whether he has done anything since then in this direction. If he 
has not done anything as yet, it is better that the Sub-Registrars should 
be told once for all that they are to remain contented with their lot, 
instead of keeping them under false hopes; and if the Department ia 
so very callous as not to pay attention to the very just grievances of 
the rural Sub-Registrars, through whom the Government derive a very 
large revenue, then you must do one thing at least to save those poor 
officers, namely, to ask them to hold their offices under banian trees. 
Well, most of the rented houses have not even yucca plinths and in 
my part of the country I find that damages are being done by white 
ants. So if you do not take proper care and provide for better house 
accommodation, then of course the Sub-Registrars must not be taken 
to task by the Department if the valuable records are eaten away by 
white ants. 

4-45 p.m. 

So long as Government is not in a position to provide Sub-Registrars 
with yucca office accommodation and so long as these unfortunate 
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Badarkhaii Ghoim, and I think it may be admitted that to make the 
Chakaria Registration office a joint office with Cox’s Bazar would 
conduce to their convenience. To accept the proposal, how r ever, would 
be to revert to the oI<J arrangement by which the Chakaria Registra- 
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meant to have concurrent jurisdiction with Cox’s Bazar, but it was 
found that the Chakaria office was working at a deficit and therefore it 
wag given independent charge, so that it would no longer work at a 
lot*. It is still working at a loss, and if the present proposal is adopted 
tkis loss might be still further accentuated; it would then be difficult 
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Kad EMDADUL HOQUEi In view of tbe assurance given by the 
Hon’ble Minister, I beg to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdraw^. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,07,300 under the head “9B — District charges — Cost of transmission 
of landlords’ fees” be refused. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,07,300 under the head 
“9B — District charges — Cost of transmission of landlords’ fees” be 
reduced by Rs. 50,000. 

Sir, in the first motion I wish to raise a question of principle. 
This demand is made principally to provide for the pay of some clerks 
for transmitting the landlords' fees and for other expenses in connection 
with this transmission. There has been a good deal of discussion not 
only on the floor of this House, but throughout the whole country 
as to whether the landlord’s fee levied under the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Act is at all a justifiable thing, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We are not dealing with that matter now^ 
and you cannot go into that. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I do not want to deal with 
it at great length, but may I not say that it is not a desirable thing 
there should be no provision made whatsoever for the transmission of 
this fee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You should recognise that it does not arise 
out of your motion. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Surely, Sir, it is so. but am I 
not entitled to say whether it is a good thing or a bad thing or whether 
the practice of transmitting the landlord’s fee should be discontinued? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yours is an economic cut and I think your 
principal duty is to suggest means by which the landlord’s fee can 
be transmitted in a much cheaper way. You should not forget that 
yours is not a token cut. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, to my mind it is a cut on 
principle, as I object to the provision of this money on principle. 

UN. PRESIDENT ! Well, my point is that if you raise a point 
like that iu the course of the discussion, the Hon’ble Minister will 
he called upon to reply to it, but it is obvious that he or his Department 
aCe not in a position to meet that point. It does not concern him* 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not object to your calling it bad, but I 
auk you not to labour that point. 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. if I can say that it is a bad 
thing for the tenants, it is a thing which the tenants must and will 
naturally try to get rid of, but they have not hitherto met with any 
appreciable success towards that end. Therefore,* Sir, we on this side 
of the House have thought it proper to refuse this demand so thai 
Government which lias hitherto been oblivious of the demands of the 
tenants in this respect may come to its proper sense and may think 
of revising its policy so far as this question is concerned. It is no 
doubt, Sir, an unfortunate position that I am going to take up. It 
is in fact a policy of obstruction that we are going to adopt, but the 
situation is such that w*e could not find out any other means whereby 
we could expect to get any relief whatsoever. Therefore, although 
we are ordinarily opposed to methods like this, on this question we 
have no other alternative hut to follow with regret this policy of 
obstruction. We want to make the working of this Department a 
failure, because the landlord’s fee which is sought to be transmitted 
under this demand is a matter against which the tenants in general 
have serious objections. 

Then, Sir, as regards the second motion, I should like to say a 
few w r ords more. The cost levied for the transmission of the landlord’s 
fee is highly excessive. I think it has been shown on occasions more 
than one on the floor of this House that the cost is exorbitant and 
protests have been made against such excessive levy. But hitherto the 
Government does not seem to have taken any action whatsoever towards 
a reduction of this cost. To achieve that object, I think it is necessary 
for the Government to revise the rules under which this cost is levied. 

1 ulso think, that the total amount that is necessary for the transmission 
of the landlord’s fee should not he as much as is demanded by the 
Hon’ble Member under this head and the whole thing can be managed 
with a much lesser amount. Therefore, so far as my second motion 
is concerned, it is an economic cut and I propose that the Government 
will be able to do with a reduced amount under this head. The 
impression is that the total amount that is realised on account of 
transmission of landlords’ fees is not actually spent for such 
transmission. It is Bpent on other heads, and sometimes various 
methods are adopted to show that it is actually spent on the general 
head of transmission of landlords’ fees. But if the rule is looked into 
carefully, site are of opinion that the whole thing can be managed 
with a much less amount if only the attention of Government is restrict* 
ed to the actual transmission of these fees. With these words, I 
commend my motions to the acceptance of the House. 
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Mflltlvi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that the demand of 
Raw 1,07,300 under the head “9B— Registration— District chargee-* 
Total cost of transmission of landlords’ fees’* be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to urge the reduction of transmission fee 1 ). 

Sir, the object of my moving this motion is to draw the attention 
of Government to the realisation of excessive cost for transmission of 
landlord’s fee in the sub-registry offices of Bengal. The fact is known 
to almost all members of this House, both official and non-official, as 
the subject matter of this motion was discussed threadbare on the 
floor of this House at a session of this Council on u resolution brought 
by one of my colleagues some time ago. It was clearly shown at that 
time by facts and figures that transmission fee realised in sub-registry 
offices is in excess of the actual requirements for the work for which 
this fee is realised. 

As far as I know, the staff of temporary clerks employed in the 
Collectorates for the administration of this particular head have 
already been reduced, but the rate of transmission cost has not been 
reduced up till now. The landlord’s fee is itself a heavy burden upon 
the poor and helpless tenants. Over and above that, another burden 
has come upon their shoulders in the shape of this transmission fee 
which the tenants are now quite unable to bear. The landlord’s fee 
and the transmission fee are equully responsible for the nwful loss of 
income in the Registration Department, hut to our greut misfortune 
Government are still pursuing a policy which is suicidal to the 
Registration offices in the province. I may add here that owing to the 
realisation of these fees and some other fees of the like nature some 
sub-registry offices have already been abolished and. if the economic 
situation docs not improve, 1 can assure this House that many more 
offices will lie abolished in the near future. Cut motions were also 
tabled at the last Budget Session urging the reduction of the cost of 
transmission fee. As far as I remember that resolution of my colleague 
was carried, hut to our utter misfortune Government have not taken 
any steps whatsoever for a proper solution of the matter, even at this 
time when the whole country’ is passing through an economic crisis, 
probably unparalleled in the history of Bengal. I do not like to spend 
much time over the deliberations of a matter the importance of which 
we are already aware. I simply urge Government to take early steps 
for reducing this excessive transmission fee which is one of the burning 
grievances of the tenants of Bengal. 


Mmtvi TAMIZUDDIM KHAN: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,07,300 under the head ‘ ‘9— Registration— District charges— 
Cost of transmission of lsndlorda* fees** be reduced by Rs. 10, 
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My object here is to drew attention to the nOceuity of reritiM^ the 
niks made under the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1928, regarding the fern 
payable for the transmisaicin of landlords * transfer fees. 1 have 
already said a few words about this in connection with another motion, 
and I do not think I need say anything more in support of this motion. 
If the fees are actually excessive, it is high time that the Government 
should think of revising the rules under which these fees are levied. 
If an assurance is given that the Government is intending to take 
action so far as this is concerned, I shall not object to withdraw this 
motion. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

MauWi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,07,300 under the head ‘9 — Registration — District charges (Trans- 
ferred) — Cost of transmission of landlords* fees’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(drastic amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act in this connection as 
it involves hardships on the cultivators).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 18,22,000 under the head ‘9B — District charges’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (exorbitant charges for raiyais to pay at the present economic 
crisis).” 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKtH: It is with much trepidation that 
I beg to touch this very delicate subject which has been moved by 
my friend Maulvi Taraisuddin Khan. But. Sir, bowing to your ruling 
as I do, it is really very difficult to confine our remarks within limits, 
over uml above that which has been laid down by the Act itself. I 
when one thinks of the great injustice that has been done to the tenants 
know the executive take shelter under the Bengal Tenancy Act, but 
I should say that the establishment that has been created for the 
transmission of landlords’ fess is quite out of place. Transmission of 
landlords’ fees may lie very easily and very economically done, if it 
is left to those very officers who register the documents as they did 
before the present amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. In that 
ease only an additional clerk iR required and nothing more, but instead 
of doing this, a Department has been established in every Collector’s 
office, carrying along in its train the same red tapism that is evidenced 
in all other Departments. And this Department is responsible for 
the excessive demand that has been put forward here. Instead of 
increasing the advantages by this method, they have created disadvan* 
tages for which many sufferers know there is practically no remedy. 
The money that is paid by the tenant as landlords’ fees is deposited 
with Government. The transmission fee goes to Government for 
transmitting the landlords’ fees and the cumbrous procedure adopted 
invariably ends in the landlord losing his transfer fee altogether. For 
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I kaow cases in which many landlords have lost their transfer 
IflM in this way. It is known to those who are recipients of these ftm 
that notices are sent from Government Collectoratee that landlords' 
fees are due to them, and the document has been registered and the 
landlord’s fee has been deposited. Full 9 months after this when 
the notice has been lost and forgotten, either a money order reaches 
the landlord if he is fortunate, or he hears nothing. Thereafter the 
landlord finds that the tenantry under him has been transferred. Of 
course he discovers that after some time, but he discovers it when 
the new tenant tries to pay rent or some such thing is brought to the 
notice of the landlord. When he finds this, he goes to the Colleetorate 
and finds that the money is by that time forfeited to Government. 
Well, this is the result of this cumbrous procedure. Therefore my 
friend is quite right when he objects to this demand in order to put 
a stop to this auxiliary establishment which instead of helping the 
landlords, does exactly the opposite. Instead of helping the landlords 
in transmitting landlords’ fees, it only helps the Government by 


The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Hut the money goes to the district 
boards, it does not go to Government. 


Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: This reminds me of a story in 
Charles Lambs’ Essays of Elia of a gentleman’s son who was present 
at a meeting. His father was dead and his father’s friend who was 
also present after seeing him said how happy it would have been if 
his father had been pre*<- it. Then a .Scotchman who was present at 
the meeting, said: “How can the father he present at the meeting? 
He is long dead” as if the fact of the death was not known to the 
father’s friend. The father’s friend then said that he knew long ago 
that the father was dead, but what he did not know' was that the honest 
Caledonian’s brain was impervious to humour. 

The Hon'bh Sir B. B. CHOSE: 1 do not know this story; I do not 
eome from East Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What has East Bengal got to do with it? 

Dr. NANISM CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 suppose this is an 
illustration of the illogicality on which the Hon'ble Member prides 
himself. 

, Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Neither do 1 come from Eastern 
Bengal, 4Ji r. However, that is beside the point. I know the money 
is credited to the district board which is under the Local Self- 
Government Department, and H is even to this day a part and parcel 
of the Government. It is a Government Department, and If my 
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friend will refer to the Government of India Act, he will find that 
the Government now consist# of Reserved and Transferred Depart* 
meats. It is credited to the district board, and therefore it is 
credited to Government. Therefore I think that instead of taking the 
money from the poor tenant and using it in this way, Government 
should revise the procedure. I think my friend’s motion is quite 
correct, and unless the rules are revised, making the transmission of 
landlords’ fees very cheap and very economic, I think this motion 
should be supported by all. 

5-16 p.rn. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Sir, I wholeheartedly support the 
motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. Sir, in the year 192#, in the 
sacred house of the Town Hall, a .scene was enacted when the tenants 
of Bengal were slaughtered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot go through that matter while speak- 
ing on the motion now before the House. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Sir, by the cost of transmission fees, 
the tenants of Bengal were slaughtered and by whom? By an unholy 
combination of the so-called proprietors of the soil 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Your remarks are uncalled for 
while the question before the House is the cost of transmission of land- 
lords* fees. You are really aiming at the other thing. 

Bfibu AMULYADHAN RAY: Unless the cost of transmission be 
reduced, the tenants of Bengal will not survive any longer; and the 
sooner it is done, the better for them. 

Dr. NARE6H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Sir, my first objection 
to this head upon which a cut has been moved is that it is a misnomer. 
The head is called the cost, of transmission of landlords* fees. Well, 
as a great part of the landlords’ fees are not transmitted but retained, 
it ought to be called the cost of transmission and retention of land- 
lords* fees. The great bulk of proprietors of land in this province, 
although, it may not be the bulk of proprietors in value, the great bulk 
of proprietors happen to be co-sharer landlords, and so far as co-sharer 
landlords are concerned, it is only the retention of landlords* fees. I 
was somewhat surprised when I received certain figures last year in 
answer to certain questions of which I had given notice in the Council 
but which were not answered in the Council — showing that the amount 
which was spent for transmission of landlords* fees — I mean the expendi- 
ture upon the transmission of landlords’ fees was greater as a matter 
4I fact than the amount that was recovered. My impression wan that 
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it ought to be much less. There is no question about that. But some- 
how the departments of the Government have managed to make it 
greater. That is what ought not to be. There is a very much simpler 
method of transmission of landlords’ fees and there are numerous ways- 
in which the coat under this head might be reduced. There is such m 
thing as the post office, and supposing each Registrar, as he received 
the landlords’ fees, transmits the amount by postal money order. I cfd 
not see how the heavens would fall. At any rate, I suppose the land- 
lords on the whole would not he receiving less than the land- 
lords’ fees as they are getting now. Then why this elaborate para- 
phernalia swallowing the large amount of Its. 1,76, (KM) for partial 
retention of landlords’ fees ? Well, Sir, l should like to be enlightened 
further with regard to one or two other matters. Does this cost of 
transmission which is shown under the head ‘’Registration” include 
only expenditure in the Registration Department? So far as I can 
see, all that the Registration Department does is to transmit the lam) 
lords’ fees to the Collectorate. There, I suppose, the business of the 
Registration Department l eases and it goes into the hands of the I<and 
Revenue Department. I should like to know whether the whole amount 
of Rs. 1,75,000 is spent in the Registration offices. My impression is 
that the bulk of it is spent in the Collectorate. If that is so, why 
should this come under the head “Registration” and to what extent is 
the lfon’ble Minister in charge of Registration really responsible for 
the administration of this expenditure? 1 should like to he enlightened 
on this point. Rut in any event, 1 do not think this vast amount is 
necessary for the transmission of landlords’ fees. I think it might he 
possible to effect this by a simpler procedure and a greut deal of the 
trouble might be avoided if a voluntary acceptance of then fees by land- 
lords is accepted tvs a substitute for depositing the fees. There an* also 
numerous other methods which might be devised by which this expendi- 
ture might, he minimised. If these landlords’ fees are levied, the 
whole of it should go to the landlords and it might reach the hands of 
the landlords without u cumbrous procedure in the course of which some 
part of it must necessarily he eaten up in the costs of the procedure 
for withdrawal. 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Sir, I rise to oppose 
the motions of Muulvi Tamixuddin Khan. The effect of these motions, 
if carried, will be that the landlords* fees will not be paid. If the coat 
of transmission be refused, it will not be possible for the Government 
or the Registration Department to send the fees which would be realis- 
ed, for the landlords. 

Mtulvi EYED MA4ID BAK8H: The Department will make rule* 
to send the fees by money order. 
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ana de, yon cannot refuse the cost of transmission, because in transmit- 
ting the fees, the Government has to incur some cost and that cost must 
l>e realised from the parties. Sir, I am sorry that in spite of your 
rulings, the implication of the speech delivered by Maulvi Tamisuddin 
Ehan is that the fees are excessive but I am not allowed to make any 
remarks about that. 

Sir, I would like to support the motions of Maulvi Abdul Hakim and 
Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan. In July last year — on the 31st of July, 
1931 — I moved a resolution asking the Government to reduce the 
transmission cost and that resolution was accepted by the House. But 
in reply to my speech in moving that resolution the Hon’ble 
Sir P. C. Mitter said that in the year 1929-30 the total amount received 
by Government was Its. 8,10,939 and the total expenditure was 
Be. 7,72,619. There was in that year a saving of Us. 38,320. In the 
year 1930*31, the total amount realised was Us. 7,45,248 and the 
total expenditure was Rs. 8,38,805. There was therefore an excess 
expenditure of Rs. 93,557 that year so that calculating the surplus 
of the first year and the excess expenditure of the second year it 
was found that there was an excess expenditure of Rs. 55,237. 
Sir, in summing up the discussion , I challenged the correctness of 
those figures and I wanted the Hon’ble Member to produce 
a detailed account before the House that we might scrutinise and see 
Eow much of the whole amount realised had actually been spent for 
transmitting the fees. We have a doubt and that doubt, I think, is a 
genuine one that the greater part of the amount had been spent for the 
Registration Department itself and to-day also the Government’s reply 
may he that the amount realised does not exceed expenditure. Even 
now I request the Hon’ble Member to produce before us the whole 
account and give an opportunity to find out w'hether actually there is 
an excess either on the expenditure side or on the receipt side. If the 
detailed account is produced, I think there cannot be any complaint 
about that but unless and until that account is produced, this House 
has legitimate doubts regarding the correctness of the accounts. 

The Hon'ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Sir, much irrelevant things have 
been urged in support of this motion. The first thing was that the 
landlords’ fees were inequitable and that the cost of transmission 
should not be charged. Under the Bengal Tenancy Act, the Govern- 
ment have been forced to accept the liability of transmitting the land- 
lords* fees. Therefore, the Government have to realise transmission 
fees to remit landlords’ fees. 

Then there is another thing which has been stated and that is that 
the whole money is not spent in the Registration Department but in 
the Revenue Department. This i& also not correct. The whole money 
is spent by the Registration Department. 
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With regard to the resolution that was passed by this House on the 
July, 1981, asking for a reduction in the cost of transmission, the 
whole question was examined and the Government did not see their 
winy to reduce the rate as there was no excess of income over the 
expenditure at the end of the first year’s working. 

Sir, one of the members has challenged the correctness of the 
accounts. With regard to that it is very difficult to give any figures 
which cannot be challenged. Any member may say that the figures are 
wrong. It will certainly mean that you do not believe the Department 
which has drawn up the account. What I say is this: the rates were 
fixed after very careful consideration. The Act has been in force for 
about three years and the matter is still in an experimental stage. 
Government have no intention to make profit out of these fees. If 
after a few years’ working it is found that savings are accruing, Gov- 
ernment will consider the question of reducing the rates. Past experi- 
ence has not justified a reduction at the present moment. W r hen the 
accounts of 1 932— '12 are made, it would he possible to Bay if there can 
be any reduction. If the amount is reduced now or if the amount is 
refused bv the Council at this stage, then the whole work will come to 
a standstill. The money is required for paying the extra staff in the 
Registration Department and for contingencies of that Department. 
Government have no wish to do the work of transmission of transfer 
fees. But as I have said before, they have been compelled by the legis- 
lature to accept the duty. The position will he absurd if the neces- 
sary cost of transmission is not forthcoming. In that case it would 
mean, as one of the hon’ble members has pointed out, that Government 
would not be in a [>osition to transmit the fees and the whole of the 
money would remain with the Government. 


6-30 p.m. 

As to accumulation of transfer fees lying with Government, that 
difficulty has arisen because a large number of co-sharers will not coma 
forward to appoint a common agent or combine in some manner by 
which the Department may pay without risk. 

A large proportion of the raiyati holdings in Bengal which were 
made transferable by the Act of 1928 are held under co-sharer land- 
lords who may number as many as 160 and notices have to be served 
aeparately on every one of them. In, addition, the fees have to be sent 
by money order to all sole landlords or landlords who have appointed 
common agents under section 99A. It would obviously be impossible 
to divide fees ranging between one and twenty rupees into, say, W 
parts and to send them out separately by money order. Hence, the 
greater part of the accumulated balance consists of fees due to the eth 
eharer landlords and the main reason of the accumulation is the failure 
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o ( these co-sharer landlords to appoint common agents. There is how- 
ever provision in the law and the rules for payment in cash to co-sharers 
on their joint application and for payment to co-sharers separately on 
certain conditions. If these rules had been studied and acted upon by 
the landlords of Bengal, the accumulation would have been much less 
serious. This was pointed out by the Hon’ble Member in' charge of the 
Revenue Department to ascertain representative landlords at a confer- 
ence convened by him in the Council Chamber on 2nd March, 1931. He 
assured the members that if they came forward with any constructive 
suggestions which would help in solving the difficulties experienced by 
them in withdrawing transfer fees, they would receive most careful 
attention. 

According to the provisions of section 18C of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, all landlords’ fees and landlord’s transfer fees deposited with the 
Collector before or after the commencement of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act, 1928, under Chapter III, IV or A’ and all feea 
deposited with the Collector under section 48 (11) ( 1 ) shall, unless 
accepted or claimed by the landlords within live years from the date 
of service of notice, Ik* forfeited to Government to be credited to the 
district boards within the respective jurisdiction of which such fees 
accumulate. 

Now, SiT, the above is the explanation of why there has been this 
accumulation of money in connection with the transmission of land- 
lords’ fees, to which I)r. N. C. Sen Gupta referred. As has been point- 
ed out, there has been no surplus with regard to this expenditure, and 
if there is any surplus at all during 1930-31 this will not he forfeited to 
Government. Government will certainly consider the desirability of 
making a reduction in the cost of transmission of fees if possible. As 
a matter of fact, Government undertake to make no profit from these 
transactions and on these grounds therefore I oppose the motions. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to tell us if any portion of thisf transmission cost has 
been applied towards the pay of Sul>-Begistrars, and if so, how much? 


The Hon 'bit Sir B. B. CH08E: Yes, but I cannot say what the 
amount is, just now, off hand. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 1,07,300 under the head “9B — 
District charges — Cost of transmission of landlords’ fees” be refused 
was put and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYEt. 


daktk, Mautvi Syad Majid. 
la u v rji, Mr. f. 

Maau, Mr. Marandra Kumar. 

MnwHwiri , Kuan Madaaur Mautvi AM* 


Gdauutiury, Mautvi Mural Adaar. 

C Hawaii ury, Mautvi Addul Odani. 
Euaufji, Mautvi Nur Madman Kdan. 
Hakim, Mautvi AIMui. 
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Kaamn, Maulvi Abut. 

Kin, Khan Sahib Maulvi iuimm All. 
K«i, Maulvi TamuraMift. 

Mania, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Mullkfc, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 


Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abtfur* 


Hay, Baba Amutyadhan. 

Bay, Mr. thtAtl Shtkhamwar. 
Raut, Baba Nanai. 

Saadatuilah, Maulvi Muhammad. 
San Gupta, Or. Naraab Chandra, 
•bah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid, 
•uhraarardy, Mr. H. S. 


NOIB. 


A rim franc, Mr. W. L. 

Gal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panabanan. 

Bart lay, Mr. C. 

Baair Uddin, Khan Sahib Maulvi 
Mohammad. 

Sasu, Babu datindra Nath. 

Blrfcmyra, Mr. N. 

Bland y, Mr. E. N. 

Boat, Mr. S. M. 

Battomlay, Mr. J. M. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahari Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hahaur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Oaman Haidar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Cappingar, Majar-Oanaral W. V. 

Coop ar, Mr. C. O. 

Dain, Mr. G. R. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Dat, Rai Bahadur Satyandra Kumar. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Paraqui, (ha Han'bla Nawao K. G. M n 
Khan Bahadur. 

Fawaut, Mr. L. R. 

Farmlar, Mr. J. Campbatl. 

Qangali, Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar. 

OhaM, tha Han’bla Sir B. B. 

Ohumavi, tha Han'bla A I had J Sir Abdal* 
karim. 

Bilahriat, Mr. R. N. 

Ouha, Babu Profulla Kumar. 

Quha, Mr. P. N. 

Gurnar, Mr. C. W. 


Haaain, Nawab Mutha«ruf, Khan Bahadur* 
Huaaain, Maulvi tatatat. 

Karr, Mr. W. d. 

Khan, Maulvi AmhvuX'Zaman. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Marr, tha Han'bla Mr. A. 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Mukhapadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra* 
Nag, Babu Suk Ul. 

Mac, Ravarand B. A. 

Naximuddin, tha Han’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Philpat, Mr. N. C. V. 

Paddar, Sath Hunuman Praaad. 

Prantiaa, tha Han'bla Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mah.in. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu Satith Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Satyandra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Sailaswar Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Mr. Bijay Praaad Singh* 
Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. 

Sarkar, Sir Jadunath. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mahan. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Maahipur. 

Thamaa, Mr. M. P. 

Travara, Sir Lanaalat. 

Wilkinaan, Mr. H. R. 

Wardawerth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes Wing’ 23 and the Noes 05, the motion wan lout. 

The motion that the demand of Kg. 1,07,300 under the head “9B — 
District charges — Cost of transmission of landlords' fees" bo reduced 
by Rs. 50,000 was then put and lost. 

The motion that the demand of Its. 1,07,300 under the head “9B— * 
Registration — District charges — Total cost of transmission of landlords' 
fees" be reduced by Rs. 100 was put and lost. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 1,07,300 under the head "9 — 
Registration — District charges — Cost of transmission of landlords' 1 fees" 
be reduced by Rs. 10 fta draw attention to the necessity of revising th# 
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rules made under the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1928, regard- 
ing the fees payable for the transmission of landlords' transfer fees] 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE#. 


Hhiii, Maulvi Syad Majid. 

Bansrji, Mr. P. 

Sarnia, Bai Sahib Panahanan. 

Bm»u, Sabu Jatlndra Nath. 

Basil, Mr. Nartndra Kumar. 

Chautfhuri, sabu Kishori Mahan. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi All* 
muuaman. 

Ohaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Osman Haidar. 
Ohaudhury, Maulvi Nural Absar. 
Obawtfhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani. 

Cusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 

O h a ss , Or. Amulya Satan. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Hasain, Nawab Musharraf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hassaln, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Kasam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaxzam Afi. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamisuddin. 

Mail!, Mr. R. 

Mamlo, Khan Bahadur Muh amma d Abdul. 


Mukhspadbaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Muliisk, Mr. Muktmda Bahary. 

Saddar, Sath Hunuman Prasad. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur* 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Lab. 

Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Babu Khattsr Mahan. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayah. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shskharaswar. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu tatish Ohandra. 
Raut, Babu Hasani. 

Ray, Babu Satysndra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

San Gupta, Dr. Nartth Ohandra. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Staha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Nashipur. 

Suhrmwardy, Mr. H. S. 


NO It. 


Armstrsna, Mr. W. L. 

Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bat, Mr. sarat Ohandra. 

Bartlay, Mr. 0. 

•asir Uddin, Khan Sahib Maulvi 
Mahammad. 

Birkmyrs, Mr. H. 

Bland y, Mr. E. N. 

Bata, Mr. S. M. 

Battamlsy, Mr. 4 . M. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaSxur 
Rahman. 

Ohswdhury, Haji Bad! Ahmad. 

OappiftBtr, Majsr*Gsnsral W. V. 

Oaapar, Mr. C. fl. 

•ain, Mr. t. R. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Satysndra Kumar. 
Parseui, ths HaWMs Nawab K. G. M„ 
Khan Bahadur. 

Favaut, Mr. L. R. 

Psrrastar, Mr. 4 , Campball. 

Gansali, Rai Bahadur Sutil Kumar. 

Bhaas, ths Hsa'Mt Sir S. B. 

Ghumavi, ths Han** Alhadj Sir Aids**- 

harks. 

^UiMnlsi IBa M MB 

H* Pis 


Ouha, Babu PrafuSa Kumar. 

Guha, Mr. P. N. 

Gurnsr, Mr. C. W. 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Ksrr, Mr. W. 4 . 

Khan, Maulvi Amlnmx-Zuman. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Marr, ths Han’bls Mr. A. 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Nas, Babu Suk Lai. 

Nas* Rsvsrand B. A. 

Naximuddin, ths Hsn'bls Mr. Kharaja. 
Ormand, Mr. E. C. 

Philpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Prantima, ths Hsn’blt Mr. W. D. R. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. Saitsswar Sinch. 

Ray, ths Hsn'bls Mr. Bijsy Prasad Math. 
Saha am, tabu Satya Khtkar. 

Sarkar, sir Sadunatb. 

Sarkmr, Rai Sahib Rshati M ah an . 

San, Mr. B. R. 

Thamas, Mr. M. P. 

Trasses, Sir Lans atat . 

WOkimaa, Mr. H. R. 

Wardswarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 40 and the Noen 49, the motion was lost. 

[Here the time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the 
bead “9 — Registration*’ was reached.] 
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The motion that a sum of Rs. 18,94,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “9 — Registration” was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head ”9 — Registration” were not 
called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: “That the demand of Rs. 1,07,300 
under the head '9B — Registration — District charges — Cost of transmis- 
sion of landlords’ fees’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion on 
the amended provisions of the Tenancy Act resulting in the fall of 
revenue under Registration).” 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 1,07.300 
under the head ‘9B — District charges — Cost of transmission of land- 
lords’ fees’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the excessive 
fees realised).” 


Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of Its. 1,07.300 
under the head ‘911 — Registration — District charges — Cost of transmis- 
sion of landlords’ fees’ lie reduced by Re. 1 (procedure of recording 
and realising the landlords’ fees and the difficulty in withdrawing the 
same).” 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,07,300 under the head 4 9B— Registration— -District charges — Cost 
of transmission fees’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the 
amended provision of the Tenancy Act resulting in the fall of revenues 
under Registration).” 


Kali EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 18,22,000 
under the head ‘9B — District charges’ he refused.” 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 18,22,000 
under the head *9B- -District charges’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the hardship caused to a large number of people by* the 
abolition of the sub-registry office at Kalkeni in the district of Farid- 
pur and to the advisability and feasibility of reinstating the office).” 


tabu AMULYAOHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs 18,22,006 
under the head *9B— Registration — District charges’ he reduced by 
Re. 1 (want of any proper provision for the appointment of candidates 
belonging to the depressed classes).” 
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Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 
Be. 18,22,000 under the head *9B — Registration — District charges* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the attention of the Government to the 
want of any proper provision' for the candidates of the backward classes 
for appointment either as Sub-Registrars or as clerks)/’ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: "That the demand of 

Bs. 18,94,000 under the head ‘9 — Registration’ be reduced by 
Rs. 1,94,000.” 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 

ALI : “That the demand of Rs. 18,94,000 under the head ‘9 — Registration’ 
be reduced by Rs. 500 (general policy).” 

Maulvi MUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI : “That the demand of 
Rs. 18,94,000 under the head ‘9 Registration’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to urge the necessity of empowering the Sub-Registrars in the subdivi- 
sional headquarters with powers to hear registration appeals).” 


Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: “That the demand of Rs. 18,94,000 
under the head ‘9 — Registration’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (necessity for 
building rest houses for women attending for registration).” 


Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 18,94,000 
under the head ‘9 — Registration’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to point out the 
■harp full of revenue under this head due to the amendment of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, making payment of transfer fees compulsory, and 
with a view to urging the necessity for further amendment).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI : ’ That the demand of 
Rs. 18,94,000 under the head ‘9 -Registration’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(need for providing rest houses for women registrants).” 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 18,94,000 under the head ‘9 — Registration’ he reduced by Re. 1 
(to criticise the working of the Registration Department in connection 
with registration of documents especially under the Bengal Tenancy 
Act).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs, 18,94,000 under the head ‘9 — Registration’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to draw attention to the necessity of amending the Registration Act 
of Muhammadan Marriages with a view to fix the realisation made by 
Marriage Registrars in Bengal by way of nazar ).” 
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^ Hon , bla Mr, A, MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I be# to move that a sum of Rs. 15,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “9A — Scheduled taxes . 99 

This demand is explained on page 44 of the Financial Statement and 
consists of one single item, namely, Rs. 16,000, for payment to the 
Calcutta Turf Club for the collection dh behalf of Government of the 
betting tax due from the totalisator and bookmakers. I should like to 
explain to the House that if this sum be interfered with, this might 
lead to the breakdown of the whole machinery for the collection of the 
betting tax, as we have no other agency for collecting this tax. 

The following motion was culled but not moved : — 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY ; 4 *That the demand of 
Rs. 15,000 under the head ‘9A — Scheduled Taxes — Retting Tax' be 
reduced by Rs. 10,000. ” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAH ASA 1 : 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 16,000 under the head ”9A — Scheduled Taxes’ ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000 (policy involved in the betting-tax collection 

Mr. President, Sir, it was unfortunate that ray countrymen should 
imbibe from our rulers the spirit of gambling which is inherent in 
them. In fact, they belong to a race of gamblers and speculators 
quite unsuited to the traditions of our country. The racing habit has 
desolated many a happy home and has caused the ruin of many well- 
to-do men. It has spread like an infectious disease which is eating 
into the vitals of a large section of my countrymen and should be 
stopped by all means. Sir, it has been said that it would he unfair 
to penalise those who go to the races to enjoy themselves and bet 
because they can afford to pay for it for the sake of those who gamble 
beyond their means and a justification has been found in the fact 
that gambling and betting on race course have been going on for very 
many years. It W'as indeed a precious argument to support a vice 
because of its existence for a long time. Comment on such a men- 
tality was needless. With these words I l>eg to move my motion. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 15,000 under the head ”9A — Scheduled taxes” be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about betting and the Calcutta Turf 
Club). 

Sir, I may say that betting at the Calcutta Race Course and at 
various race courses are really ruining many families in Bengal and 
the sooner these things ate stopped the better for all concerned. 
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The Hon’bla Mr, A. MARR: The same mover moved the same 
motion last year and I shall deal with it in the same way as I did last 
year. Gambling and betting on race courses had been going on in 
Calcutta and elsewhere for many years before the tax was introduced 
and, even if this were now stopped altogether, I am quite certain that 
the people of India would bet on something else. There have been 
in the past other forms of gambling, such as rain gambling, opium 
price gambling, barcu , etc. AJ1 I need say is that we saw a chance 
of raising money for provincial funds by putting a tax on this little 
luxury of the people and we get a certain amount of revenue from this. 
This tax has certainly not encouraged betting; indeed, it has been a 
factor in discouraging it and if this demand is reduced at all, there is 
a risk of losing the whole income under this head. I oppose the 
motions. 

Tho motion of Munindra Dab Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Itatan Ghose was put and lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 15,000 under the head “9A — Scheduled taxes” be 
reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion about the congestion and 
insanitary condition of some of the theatres and cinema houses and 
cm film censorship and the abnormal increase of carnival shows which 
are primarily intended for betting). 

Sir, another sort of gambling is being encouraged by the police in 
granting licences for the opening of the so-called carnivals in almost all 
the streets of Calcutta which has largely affected the pockets of the 
poorer section of my countrymen. These gambling tents should be pulled 
down at the earliest opjxmtunity to save the people from utter ruin and 
from being turned into moral wrecks. 

One word about the places of amusements and I have done. Sir, 
the theatres and cinemas which have sprung up like so many mushrooms 
in our cities and towns of late have given rise to certain amount of 
anxiety in the minds of the guardians of the future citizens of Bengal. 
These places of amusements played an important part in the shaping 
of tho mentality of immature young folks of both the sexes. A great 
responsibility therefore rested with those who were entrusted, with 
the task of controlling these shows. The time has come for the state 
to intervene in matters affecting the social and moral well-being of the 
nation, apart from the political aspect which in the nature of things 
receive due attention. Yes, there is a Board of Censors for films, but 
there is general complaint about its composition and working. A 
thorough overhauling of the machinery of control has become absolutely 
necessary. The dual control of the police and the Corporation should 
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o|f#e, it should be vested in a Board of Control with doe repre- 
sentations of different interests to safeguard the morals of the people 
from the inrush of western vioes. 

tabu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURYt I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 15,000 under the head “9A — Scheduled taxes” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (the policy underlying the permitting of the 
licensing of the oarnivals in Calcutta). 

Sir, I am happy that I have got a valued HU|^>orter in 
Mr. Suhrawardy even before I moved the motion. There can he no 
question, I believe, that I shall get the full support of everybody after 
I have moved my motion. People coming from the mufatsal with the 
idea of acute distress prevailing in the country, with the idea of half 
a meal for millions of their countrymen, with the idea of professions 
declining and trade declining, are astounded to find in the city of 
Calcutta people gambling under the brilliance of electric lights, and 
this system of gambling is robbing the jioor people of their hard- 
earned money. It is not the rich that are robbed, hut it is mostly the 
poor people who earn by daily labour that are robbed bv this process of 
exploitation. Sir, as a matter of fact, T visited one of these carnivals 
with the object of satisfying my curiosity, and what I found there 
was the most disgraceful and painful scene; in spite rf the brilliance 
of the electric lights outside, it had a very ugly inside indeed. I was 
really surprised to find that when Government is in a bankrupt con- 
dition and cannot make both ends meet, it is not alive to the serious- 
ness of the situation that the people are going to be ruined if this 
sort of thing is allowed to go on in the heart of the city of Calcutta. 
I found that in most of these places Anglo-Indiuns and Eurasians 
were engaged in gambling. I was really struck by the sort of gambling 
that was allowed to be carried on in these carnivals. It is renllv a 
disgrace to the city of Calcutta and a disgrace to the 
Government to allow these carnivals and I hope that the 
House will rise to the height of its sense of responsibility and give 
expression to the same by carrying this motion of mine. 


Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY 3 Sir, may I add a few words to my 
rather premature support of this motion? I think all right-thinking 
men, in which, of course, in accordance with the best traditions of 
this House, I do not include the Members of Government, will support 
the amendment that has been moved by Mr. Ray Chowdhury. I have 
always found that when the more the economic distress, the less money 
a person has in his pocket, the greater is his desire to obtain money 
by gambling and wagering. If Government had started a State 
lottery for the purpose of stabilising the finances of Bengal, or of 
opening out hospitals and other beneficent institutions or financing 
necessary works, wb should all have subscribed to it* But as soon as 
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you mention this, Government turns up its nose, adopts an unctuously 
righteous policy, and says that it is against the considered policy of 
Government to support gambling transactions; On the other hand, 
Government allows gambling to be carried on in these carnivals, which 
rob the people of their hard-earned money. I have never been myself 
to these carnivals, but I have seen persons who, I know perfectly well 
do not earn sufficient to keep body and soul together, enter these 
carnivals in the hope of getting richer, but eventually they come out 
poorer than when they went in. I know that these carnivals bring 
money to a lot of unscrupulous persons, because a number of them 
came to me and asked me for my professional advice as to how they 
could secure licences from the police— -an advice which I did not feel 
competent to give. All the same, we find that the police of Calcutta 
have distributed these licences with a free hand, and whenever any 
person has been able to approach the police properly, he has always 
been able to get such a licence. The sooner this is stopped, the sooner 
the gambling that goes on in these carnivals is stopped, it will be better 
for Calcutta. I say this because I know that there is a very strong 
feeling amongst the better minded people of Calcutta that these 
carnivals should be stopped as soon as possible. 

Thu HovfMe Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, [ made inquiries 
yesterday from the Commissioner of Police as to whether the jxdice 
^actually issued licences for these carnivals, and I was told that the 
police did not. Mr. Suhrawardv has just told us that he was consulted 
ns to how they could get licences for these carnivals. So, there seems 
to be some difference of opinion on this point, and I shall make further 
inquiries into it. For the present T should like to make it perfectly 
-clear to the Council that we do not license gambling and all the orders 
that we have issued instruct the Commissioner of Police to do his best 
to stop gambling. The position about these carnivals appears to be 
that unless an offence under the Gambling Act is committed, you 
cannot stop people from taking part in the games that are carried on 
in these carnivals. Then you are up against the legal question whether 
h game is a game of chance or a game of skill, and it is not an offence 
unless it can be proved to the satisfaction of the courts 

that it is not a game of skill but a game of chance. 
Now PH let you into a secret. The orders that we have 

issued are that if there is any doubt whether a game is ‘a 

game of skill or a game of chance, the benefit of the doubt is not to 

he given to the men concerned in the game. They are to be prosecuted 
and to prove their innocence to the satisfaction of the court. I doubt 
if the lawyers iu this Council will agree that this is fair, but I think 
the moralists will support us in this. 

Then, there is the other point regarding police in action in the 
matter. We cannot expect the police to watch all the games all the 
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15m. I think that moat of yon will agree that theoretically it ie 
* game of skill to shoot at a target with an air-gun, and nobody will 
•claim that it is a game of chance, though as far as any shooting is 
concerned it would be a game of chance. But what happens generally 
in these places is that immediately the backs of the police aie turned, 
these people start all sorts of side-bets in connection with this game 
•of skill and unless you can run them in just at the time wheu these 
aide-bets are going on, you cannot get them convioted under the luw. 
The whole problem is one of supervision 

[Here the time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the head 
*“9A — Scheduled taxes” was reached.] 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury was then put 
and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Bakah, Mautvi Syad Majid. 

Bansrji, Mr. P. 

Banna, Rai Sahib Panshanan. 

Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Basu, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Baaa, Mr. S. M. 

Ohaudhuri, Babu Kiahari Mahan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi All* 
muxxaman. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaBxur 
Rahman. 

Ohaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Oaman Haidar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Cbawdhury, Maulvi Abdut Shani. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 

Bhsss, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 

Buha, Babu Prafulla Kumar. 

Buha, Mr. P. N. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Maaain, Nanab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
H amain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abut. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaxxam All. 
•Chan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 


Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Maiti, Mr. R 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Mukhapadbaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Ohandra. 
Nag, Babu Suk Lai. 

Nag, Rtvarand B. A. 

Paddar, Svtk Hunuman Prsaad. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur- 
Rai Mahasai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Khsttsr Mahan. 

Ray, Babu Nagsndra Narayan. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Sfiokharatwar. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu Satiah Ohandra. 
Rsut, Babu Haatni. 

Ray, Babu Satyandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray Chsudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. 

San Qupta, Dr. Naraah Ohandra. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 


NOES. 


kmitrmg, Mr. W. L. 

Sal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Sal, Mr. Sarat Ohandra. 

Sartlay, Mr. 0. 

Baair Uddia, Khan Sahib Mautvi 


Oaa, Rai Bahadur Satyandra Kumar. 
Paraqui, tha Han’bla Navrab K. O. M., 
Khan Bahadur. 

Pawsus, Mr. L. R. 

Parraatar, Mr. J. Campball. 


SMmqrra, Mr. H. 

Blandy, Mr. C. N. 

BattamMy, Mr. J. E 
Ot p p ing ar , Maja r Banara l W. Y. 
Oaap ar, Mr. 0. S. 

Sain, Mr. S. B. 


Bhaas, tha Han’bla Sir B. B. 

Ohuxnavi, tha Han'bla Athadj Sir Abdai- 
karim. 

flitshriat, Mr. R. H. 

Burnar, Mr. C. W. 

Karr, Mr. W. 4. 


14 
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Khan, NaaM Amln-tu-Zaiman. 

Harr, tka Man'Mt Hr. A. 

HaKtak, Hr. Hukunda aakary. 
Nasiwudiin, tM Hon’bto Mr. Rbwaja. 
OnMfid, Mr. E. C. 

Philprt, Mr. N. C. V. 

PrtnttM, tb« Hon’blt Mr. W. 0. R. 
Ray, tabu Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Mr. tailMwar Sing*. 


Ray, tba Haa bla Mr. Bijay Prasad ting*, 
ftarfcar, Sir jaduaatb. 
tarter, Rai ftabib Rabati Mahan, 
tan, Mr. B. R. 

Thamaa, Mr. M. P. 

▼ravara, tlr Lanaalat 
Wilkinson, Mr. H. R. 

Wortftwortft, Mr. W. C. 


Ayes being 47 and the Noes being 88, the motion was carried. 

The motion that a sum of Its. I5,00(), as amended by the Council, 
be granted for expenditure under the head “9A — Scheduled taxes' * 
was then put and agreed to. 

[At 6-20 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 6-80 p.m. J 


XIII, 15, 15(1), 16 and 55— Irrigation. 

The Hon ’Wo Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Mr. Presi- 
dent, Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I 
beg to move that a sum of Its. 82,08,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the heads 44 XII 1 — Irrigation — Working expenses," 4< 15 — Other 
revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenue," “15 (/) — Other 
revenue expenditure financed from Famine Relief grants,” “16 — Con- 
struction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works 
financed from Ordinary Revenue” and “55 — Construction of Irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works not charged to 
Revenue.” 

Owing to the financial crisis, the budget for next year has been 
framed as economically as possible, and this Department's demand for 
next year’s grunt is Rs. 11,90,000 less than what was sanctioned by the 
Council for the current year. This reduction is due principally in the 
first place to the cut in the salaries of regular and temporary estab- 
lishment, secondly, provision of smaller sums for works — Dumodnr and 
Bakreswar Canals under head “55A,” thirdly, the postponement of 
important schemes, and retrenchment of temporary establishment. 

It has not been possible to provide for any new major works in 
the next year's budget on financial grounds 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: On a point of order, Sir, under 
heads 15(f) and 16 there is no grant in the Budget; how can the 
Hon’ hie Member move for a demand under these heads? 

Th« Hoit’blB Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZMAVI: All 

expenditure this year under heads 15(f) and 16 
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PRESIDENT* Is not the demand quite clear* or what? 


Wmlvi SYED MAJID BAllSH: The Hon’ble Member is demand* 
ing a grant under heads for which no provision has been made in the 
Budget, page 17 of the Red Book. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: It is all 

quite clear. I shall explain it presently. 

MftUlvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: But if you will turn to j>ages 48 
and 49 of the Red Book you will find the grant is nil there. 

The Hon’blo Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Wlmt I did 
was that I merely read out this demand from the printed list of 
business. 

Maidvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: If you will consult this red book, 
it makes it quite clear. Here the grant is demanded under 15(/) and 
10, but in the Rod Book, the grant under those heads is nil. There- 
fore, if the Hon’ble Memlier moves for the grant and gets it under 
these heads, it would mean that he is demanding for a grant for which 
there is no provision in the Budget. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: There is a 
misunderstanding about the whole thing, which is the result of the 
printing of this demand in the way it has been done. As a matter 
of fact, the demand for which I am moving is this: 

“That a sum of Its. 82,93,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the heads ‘XIH— Irrigation— Working expenses/ ‘15— Other revenue 
expenditure financed from ordinary revenue’ and 55 Construction of 
Irrigation, Navigation. Embankment and Drainage Works not charged 
to Revenue.’ ” 

I think this is now clear. As 1 have said, it has not been i*>ssibie 
to provide for any new major works in the next year’s budget on 
financial grounds. Only a few small works of importance, such as, 
firstly, the protection of the Subdivisional Officer’s office at Oopalpur 
costing Its. 852 by revetment of the bank, secondly a tube-well 
at Kulti costing Its. 2,258 and thirdly, new surveys costing Its. 0,000 
have been provided. The Subdivisional Officer’s office at Gojwlpur has 
been threatened with erosion, and protection is immediately necessary. 
At Kulti there is a Sectional Officer with his staff and lock khalatii. 
The place being saline, there is no source of drinking water in the 
locality, and it was not possible to remove the sectional headquarters 
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in the public interest. As regards the provision of Rs. 6,000 for 
surveys, it includes Rs. 990 for reconstruction of a foot-bridge at 
Gopalpur on Distributary No. II — Eden Canal. The bridge is a neces- 
sity for public convenience. The remainder is for surveys in connec- 
tion with the irrigation and drainage problems of the province and is 
the least that must be provided to meet the urgent requirements under 
the head. 

As regards works in progress, provision has been made for com- 
pleting the Sectional Officer's quarters at Mowa, and for certain works 
in connection with the Sal bund Weir remaining to be done. The com- 
pletion of the canal bridges now under reconstruction, such as 
Alipore, Narkeldanga, Manicktola, Belliaghata and Chitpore, is of 
utmost importance. Provision has therefore been made in the next 
year’s budget for the Government's share of the cost of these bridges. 
I may explain here that these bridges have been built by the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust, and this is Government’s share of the cost. Funds 
have been provided to continue the work of reconstructing Ulta- 
danga Bridge over the New Cut Canal and to carry on surveys now 
in progress. 

Nothing has been provided under head 16 in view of the financial 
position. This, I think, makes clear what was referred to In- 
Mr. Majid Baksh. 

Under head “5f)A — the next year’s demand for works — Damodar 
Canal has been based on anticipated requirements as far as can be 
foreseen at present. The Bakreswar project has been completed and 
the provision in the next year’s budget is for meeting the liabilities 
and clearing up the accounts. 

As for maintenance and repairs, tools and plant, provision has 
been made after curtailment of all avoidable expenditure as a measure 
of economy. Provision made for establishment is the actual require- 
ment after 10 per cent . cut in salaries. 

Now, Sir, as regards the Waterways Bill, it was hoped that the 
Bill would have been introduced by now, but Government are not yet 
(satisfied with the financial aspect of the proposal. As regards what 
has been done sinoe I spoke on the subject in the last budget session 
of this Council, I may begin by saying that 17 commercial and public 
bodies were consulted, and I gave a list of all these bodies on the 
last occasion. The views of some of the important of these bodies 
were received by last March. Before the receipt of all the replies, 
orders were passed to put up the case as it was, with notes. And this 
was done. The matter had then to be examined by the Finance 
Department, who pointed out the necessity for a more detailed estimate 
and for clearing up a number of points. At the end of May last, the 
officiating Chief Engineer was called on to prepare a revised estimate, 
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and to examine a number of further points. His report was not 
rteeiTed till about the end of June. After discussion, the officiating 
Chief Engineer altered his estimate by about 6 lakhs. But the revised 
estimate wag not submitted to me till about the end of October last. 

A detailed estimate was to be prepared by the officiating Chief 
Engineer, and after considerable alteration has been made, the case 
was submitted to Government as a whole. Government, while approv. 
ing of the general principles, are not yet satisfied with the financial 
aspect, as it will involve Government in a loss in receipts without cor- 
responding decrease in expenditure. The formation of the Trust will 
not make it possible to reduce the Irrigation Department by much. 
In fact, the Irrigation Department Expert Committee point ed out that 
it was necessary to expand the Irrigation Department, even after the 
Trust was formed. The proposal is now being scrutinised by the 
Finance Department. It is hoped, however, that it will soon be 
possible to introduce the Bill, and thereafter have it examined bv a 
Select Committee of this House. The real difficulty has been the 
financial aspect of the Bill, and I can assure the members of this 
House that a great deal of care has been taken to look very carefully 
over all the figures put up, and to try to really get together somethin^ 
which will be a correct estimate of the position. 

I can assure the House that a great deal of time has been given 
in looking into the various figures to arrive at a correct estimate of 
the position. Further, the difficulty was the enhancement of taxes 
and revenue from various sources including what I may say the charges 
to be realised from the Steamer Companies. As regards that, I am 
glad to find that Mr. T^eeson who represents the Steamer Companies 
has just taken his seat in this Council, and who, I hope, will render 
valuable help in solving the difficulties. Well, Sir, it was my privilege 
to state to the members of this House last year something about the 
Waterways Trust, and what I visualized then about improving the 
waterways of Bengal is going to l»e realised in the near future. It is 
known to all what great improvement has been effected by the Culcutta 
Improvement Trust. My idea was that we should be able to create 
a Trust of the kind proposed which wilt look after the major water- 
ways of Bengal and will look after all questions which concern navi- 
gation. As a matter of fact, when the Expert Committee was 
appointed, that Committee approved also the question of separating 
navigation from other activities of this Department. I think the 
Waterways Trust will begin to function in the near future, as I hope 
to introduce a Bill shortly when it will be examined by a Select Com- 
mittee of this House. It is perfectly true that our waterways are not 
functioning properly. It is also perfectly true that a serious attempt 
bad not been made up till now to tackle this problem. But it i» 
obviofig to the members that the problem is very difficult for the 
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Irrigation Department, understaffed as it is, to really look after suck 
a vast problem as navigation. Therefore, it has been decided that 
navigation should be controlled by the proposed Waterways Trust. 

Sir, I should like to add a few words in connection with the water- 
hyacinth problem. I find that some members of the House have raised 
again that perennial question, and I am glad to say again, as I said 
on the last occasion, that it is not properly the function of the Irriga- 
tion Department to carry on a holy or unholy war against water- 
hyacinth. Various functions are distributed amongst various Depart- 
ments of Government. This is mainly the concern of the Agriculture 
and Industries Department. But I may mention that in spite of that, 
when the proposed Waterways Trust is created, I hope it will also 
take up the question of destruction of the water-hyacinth. I may also 
say that Government during the last few years have been making 
experiments in various ways for eradicating this evil and the conclu- 
sion they have come to so far is that it can only be done by man- 
handling. To me it has been a great pleasure to read in the press 
that a certain professor of the Calcutta University has devised a 
scientific method of tackling this problem. I hope his experiment 
will materialise and if it does, this together with the activities of the 
Waterways Trust that is going to be formed, will be brought into 
action in eradicating this }K\st. So far back as 1927-28, when I made 
inquiries, and discovered that in one or two districts, particularly the 
district of Furidpur, where this i>est was much in evidence, the damage 
caused to agriculture alone amounted to about Rs. 40 lakhs. So it 
is obvious that this jiest must be eradicated as soon as jmssible and 
that this will be ( lie of the activities of the Waterways Trust. 

Brtu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: May I know 
what is the name of the professor referred to? 

The Hovt'ble Athad] 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI : Dr. II. K. Sen 

of the ('alcutta University. His discovery, if it proves successful, 
will lie of great benefit to the, province. As I said, one of the functions 
of the Waterways Trust will be to carry out the eradication of water- 
hyacinth. Therefore, I would deem it a great privilege if the Council 
W'ould help me in introducing this Bill in the near future as soon as 
it would lie ready. As I have already said, we have not been sitting 
idle over it. We have been examining it and we are really trying to 
put it on a sound financial basis. It is no use coming to the House 
with a Bill when the financial side of it has not been fully examined. 
Festina lent ? ! It is better that there should be some delay than that 
it should be brought before the House in an incomplete form. That 
explains the delay* and I hope the Council will realise their respon- 
sibility and extend their help to me. 
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With these wards, Sir, I be*? to move my motion. 

Maulvi TAM IZU ODIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demnud of 
Rs. 9,40,000 under the head “15 — Irrigation — B — Navigation, Em- 
bankment and Drainage Works” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the deplorable condition of the rivers Ch audit nu and the 
Upper Coomar in the district of Faridpur and the dilatoriness of the 
Department with regard to the scheme for the improvement of these 
rivers). 

Sir, my object in moving this motion is to draw attention to the 
deplorable condition of the rivers ('bandana and the Upper Uootnur in 
the district of Faridpur and the dilatoriness of the Dejmrtment with 
regard to the scheme for the improvement of these rivers. Sir, there 
is no denying the fact that the great problem of Bengal is its dead 
and dying rivers and so far as that jrroblem is concerned, the whole 
House is, I think, of one view. Wherever we see that the rivers are 
dead or dying, we also see that the country as n whole is either dead 
or dying. Now this problem is obviously more acute in West Bengal 
than in Eastern Bengal. But though that is a fact, I think it is high 
time for the Government to take a warning that Eastern Bengal will 
very soon share the fate of West Bengal if timely steps are not taken. 

The district of Faridpur is an instance in point. It is a district in 

Eastern Bengal but except the two great rivers— tho Padma and the 
Madhumati— which ]ki ss by the two sides of the district, the interior 
of the district is sharing the fate of many of the West Bengal districts. 
The ('bandana and the Upper Coomar are the two rivers which i»iss 
through the interior of the district and the areas that are washed bv 
these two rivers were once highly prosperous. But now ns these two 
rivers are almost dead, we see instead of the prosperity of the jwst, 

the whole area is practically a desert. It is the hot bed of malaria, 

dysentery and other diseases and the once flourishing agriculture of 
this area has almost disappeared. Now the Government also realises 
that it is time that something should la* done towards the resuscitation 
of these two important rivers of the district and we have been given 
assurances that the Hon’ble Member-in-charge was anxious to do some- 
thing towards their improvement. But it apt»enrs that Insides the 
assurances given, nothing practical has been done by the Detriment 
towards the fulfilment of the promise once made. Unless the Govern- 
ment is up and doing and unless something is done in real earnest, 
I think there is no good in holding out promises. I think it is the 
most important of all the Deportments that are administered by the 
various members of the Government and unless some more attention 
is paid to the working of this Deportment and unless something is 
done in right earnest, it is no use wasting a huge amount of money 
on this Department. With these words, Sir, I move my motion. 
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Tht Hon’W# Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, my 
friend Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan has my warm sympathy. I am at one' 
with him in thinking that we should do something in Faridpur. But 
why Chandana and Upper Coomar alone? There are many rivers like 
the Chandana which are dying. He has also said that nothing has 
been done by Government — even so much as a gesture of sympathy — in 
redeeming their promise, so far as Chandana is concerned. I may tell 
him that Government actually started surveys and it will be quite 
fresh in the memory of the members of this House that the Irrigation 
Department has so long been occupied with elaborate schemes only. 
So far as I am concerned, I was anxious to change that policy. It 
was no use spending time preparing costly schemes costing Bs. 10 
or 20 lakhs when we have no money to put through the schemes. The 
scheme regarding the Chandana has so long been held up. As I waa 
saying a few minutes ago, it is all a question of £. s. d . I visualise 
that as soon as the proposed Waterways Trust begins to function, it 
will attempt an improvement in this direction. Its activities will not 
be confined to one part of Bengal but will extend throughout the 
province. I am sure when that time comes, my friend with his usual 
eloquence will advocate the cause of Chandana and approach the 
Waterways Trust and make them take up the question of the Chandana 
river. The whole thing is a question of £. s. d. and without tha* 
nothing can be done. 

On this assurance, I hope the member will withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 


AdJourmiMfit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 17th 
March, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Prt O wH ng* of tfee Bengal Legislative Council amombUd under the 
provisions of the Government of Indio Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 17th Maroh, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhuhi, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 106 nomin- 
ated and elected members. 

Oath or affirmation. 

The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. R. H. Wokthington. 

8Urred Quostions 

(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Bankura Zilla School. 

•139. Babu SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Deportment be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the present number of High English 
schools in the — 

(i) district of Bankura; and 

Hi) town of Bankura (with names)? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(f) how many students from the high English schools in the dis- 
trict of Bankura, during the last ten years, were placed 
amongst the flTst ten successful candidates; and 

(it) how many received other scholarships? 

(c) How many of the successful students who were placed amongst 
the first ten or received other scholarships were from the Bankura Zilla 
School?* 
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(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether they have 
come to any decision as to whether the object with which the Bankura 
Zilla School was started is being fulfilled under its present condition? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reasons for spending any money from the 
provincial revenues towards its maintenance? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon v ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin) : (a) (/) and (it) A statement show- 
ing the number and names of the high English schools in the district and 
town of Bankura is laid on the table. 

(b) ( i ) Four. 

(it) Thirty. 

(r) None from the Bankura Zilla School was placed amongst the 
first ten successful candidates. Two from the school received third 
grade (district) scholarships. 

(d) The object is being fulfilled. Government do not recognise that 
winning of scholarship is the only criterion of the educational efficiency 
of a school. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the t insurer to clause (a) of starred question 

Mo. m. 


Bankura district. 

A. — The following schools are in the Bankura district: — 

1. Bankura Zilla School. 

2. Bankura Wesleyan Uolleginte School. 

3. Bankura Hindu School. 

4. Runt, sugar High English School. 

5. Tiluri High English School, 
fi. Maliura High English School. 

7. Khntra High English School. 

8. Harmasra High English SchtNil. 

9. Vishnupur High English School. 

10. Kuchiakole High English School. 

11. Ilajgram High English School. 

12. Sonamukhi High English School. 

13. Palasdanga High English School. 

14. Patrasayer High English School. 

15. Rol High English School. 

16. Iud&s High English School. 

17. Kotalpur High English School. 

18. Bamnia High English School. 
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B. — The following schools are located in the town: — 

1. Bnnkura Zilla School. 

2. Bankura Wesleyan Collegiate School. 

3. Bankura Hindu School. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state tht* object that, is being fulfilled ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Turning out good 
scholars. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the other criteria except that of standing high 
at examination for judging the educational efficiency of a school? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Moral character, dis- 
cipline and esprit de. corps of the school. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHAREBWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the Government Zilla School is being main- 
tained at Rankum while there' are so many schools in the district? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do you really want the Hon’ble Minister to 
answer that question? 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if a comparison has been made between the 
character of the students of the Zilla School with that of students of 
other sch<K>ls ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: We maintain a very 
high standard of character. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the lion’ bio Minister be 
pleaned to state what is the percentage of i>u*He« from that ni'liool, 
apurt from scholarships? 

The Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN : I want notice. 

Mr. BHANTI 8HEKHAREBWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if there is any Government Technical 
School in that district? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I think that question does not arise out of this. 
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Water-supply of Vishnupur subdivision. 

M40. BMmi BATYA KINKAR BAHAMA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of Local Self-Government Department aware — 

(i) that the rural areas of the Vishnupur subdivision of the Ban- 
kura district are very malarious ; 

(it) that there the people are too poor to take adequate quantity 
of quinine and too ignorant to follow the preliminary 
hygienic rules; and 

(iii) that want of pure drinking water is one of the chief cause* 
of this unhealthy condition of the place? 

(6) If so, what steps, if any, have the Government been taking 
or has it been contemplating to take for the sanitary improvement of 
the subdivision ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the villagers of the subdivi- 
sion use mainly tanks and bunds for drinking and other purposes? 

(d) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken for the supply of 
pure drinking water by the re-excavation and reservation of tanks and 
bunds? 


MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hen’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (i) The 

dispensary sickness figures end the mortality figures of the thanas of the 
Vishnupur subdivision for the last ten years (1921-1930) show that the 
area is unhealthy, some years being worse than others. Within the last 
ten years, malaria incidence was highest in 1921, then it fell off till 
1925, after which it rose steadily till 1930. In 1917, 7,405 children were 
examined by Dr. Sur, who found 2,571 or nearly 35 per cent, suffering 
from enlarged spleens. 

(ii) The Vishnupur subdivision may be said to be no worse off in 
this respect than the rest of Bengal. 

(iii) Good water contributes to good health. In Vishnupur sub- 
division there are several big tanks and bunds which may be utilised 
for good drinking water. 

(b) Vishnupur subdivision participates in the public health organ- 
isation of the province, the immediate responsibility for public health 
work lying here as elsewhere with local authorities, namely, district 
and local boards and municipality. It is reported that six sanitary 
inspectors in charge of rural health units are now employed in this 
subdivision. 
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(c) Government have no special information on this point but the 
practice is common. 

(d) The allotment from the grant for rural water-supply appears 
to have been spent in Bankura district on wells rather than bund* or 
tanks. The district board have not applied for any loan under the 
water-supply loans scheme. 

Registrar of Assurances, Coioutto. 

•141. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA 5 (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Registrar of Assurances, 
-Calcutta, is entitled only to holidays under the Negotiable Instruments 
Act? 

(b) Is it a fact that the present officiating Registrar availed him- 
self of the entire Puja vacation? 

( c ) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'bl© 
Minister be pleased to state whether he had obtained leave for the 
days not included in the list of holidays under the Negotiable Instru- 
ments Act? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The office of the 
Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta, is open on holidays other than those 
under the Negotiable Instruments Act, but under Government's order 
it is sufficient if either the Registrar or the Sub- Registrar attends on 
such holidays. 

(b) Yes; the Sub-Registrar was in charge, 

('c'l He did not obtain leave as under the airnngement referred to 
in (a) f this was not necessary. 


Supply of quinine from Government of Indio's stoofc. 

•142. Bobu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURIl (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
aware that Bengal is proverbially a malaria-stricken province? 

(b) Will the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the amount of cost incurred by the Government 
fc i fighting the disease during the last three years? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the Government of India has a large stock of quinine at 
its disposal; and 

(iff that the Government of India is ready to dispose of the same 
stook at a very reduced price? 
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(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Bengal Government 
approached the India Government for getting sufficient quantity of 
quinine at a moderate price? If so, with what result? 

(e) Do this Government intend to get a sufficient supply of quinine 
from the India Government at a moderate price? 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRA8A0 8INCH ROY: (a) Malaria is 

prevalent in Bengal. 

(b) It is impossible to give complete figures of this kind, as expendi- 
ture, direct and indirect, on combating malaria extends through so 
many heads of the Public Health and Medical Budget, and is often 
indistinguishable financially from other aspects of medical and publio 
health work, as for instance in the pay of Medical and Public Health 
officers. 

(c) (i) Yes. 

(it) It is believed that no final decision has been reached. 

(d) No. 

(e) No. The Government of Bengal have a large stock of quinine 
of their own. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURf: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister Ik* pleased to state if he knows that there is a great demand 
in the country for free distribution of quinine or at least for reduction 
of its price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: There is a great 

demand for free distribution of everything; why of quinine only? 


B«bu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

minister be pleased to state whether his repl> to question (r) (*'/') is 
based on any correspondence with the Government of India? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Yes, I believe it 
is based on correspondence with the Revenue Department of this Gov- 
ernment. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to give us the date of this correspondence? 

Th« Hon’bk Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: It is for the 

Revenue Department to do so; I cannot. 
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Mwlvi EYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 
plettaed to state with regard to answer (e) if the large stock of quinine 
referred to is due to quinine being sold at a high price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is difficult to 
giro a reason for that. 

MttlHri SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to say if he is prepared to clear his stock at a very reduced 
price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is a matter 

which rests with the Revenue Department. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Dou ble 

Minister be pleased to state if he is ready to purchase from the Gov- 
ernment of India their stock of quinine if it is disposed of at a reduced 
price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not see any 

reason why this Government should purchase from the Government of 
India when they have their own stock. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Why not purchase if 
offered at a low price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is a hypothetical 
questiou and I cannot answer it. 


Arrests for holding meeting at llaepore Bazar, Midnapore. 

•143. Mr. R. MAITI : Ui) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political Department Ik* pleasisl to state whether it is a fact 
that several Iversons were arrested for holding a meeting at Ilnspoie 
Bazar on 13th January', 1932, as well as for picketing at Bhiraeswari 
mela on 16th January, 1932, under police-station Bhagabanpore in the 
district of Midnapore? 

(h) Is it a fact that they were assaulted at the tiumn by the thana 
officer ? 

(r) Ih it also a fai t that one Babu Nagendra Nath Bera, zamindar 
of Paikbheri, was one of the arrested persons? 

(d) Is it a fact that he was subjected to indecent insult* and 
assaulted, resulting in several injuries to bis person? 
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(e) Is it a fact that he has petitioned the District Magistrate to 
this effect after having been medically examined in the jail where Be 
was detained? 

(f) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken by the 
District Magistrate on the said petition? 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HotfMe 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) and (/) Yes, and the latter ordered an inquiry and on receipt 
of the inquiry report decided that no further action need be taken. 


Mr. R. MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state with 
regard to answer (c) where he was taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: He was taken to the 
thana and kept there for some time. 

Mr. EYAMAPROSAD M00KER4EE: What was the report of the 
medical examination? 

The Hoft’Mc Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not got a copy of 

it. 

Mr. BHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’b’le Member 
be pleased to state the name of the officer who held the inquiry? 

The Hon’Mc Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Superintendent of 

Police. 

Mr. R. MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what 
the report was about? 

The Hon’bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The report was about the 
alleged complaint of assault. 
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Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ bio Member 
be pleased to state what wae the substance of the report of the inquiry? 


The Ho«t v ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The substance was such 
that the District Magistrate was of opinion that no further action was 
necessary. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Will the Dou ble Member 

be pleased to state if he is not aware of the substance of the report? 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 have not got the report. 

Mr. R. MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state if the 
than a officer was transferred elsewhere? If so, was it due to the result 
of the inquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I must ask fur notice. 


Bengal (Rvral) Primary Education Act of 1030. 

♦144. Maulvi ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURY : (a) Will the 
Hon’blo Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state how far progress has been made to put the Bengal (Rural) Pri- 
mary Education Act of 1930 into effect? 

(b) When is it expected that the Act will be brought into operation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Rules are being 
framed, estimates of the cost have been prepared and the other pre- 
liminaries have been or are being worked out. 

(I>) Jn view of the present financial and economic condition of the 
pmvince, Government regret that it is not possible to bring the Act 
into full operation but they are considering the possibility of intro- 
ducing it partially in those districts where the district boards are will- 
ing to make over to the district school boards to be formed under the 
Act the amount now spent by them on primary education. 

The full Act cannot be brought into operation until conditions 
improve and it is impossible to forecast when this will be, but, by tak- 
ing up the preliminary spade work, Government has ensured that there 
will be no delay in giving effect to the Act, as soon as circumstances 
permit.* 
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MauNi ABUL KABEM: Will the Hobble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he means by tl economic condition” the economic condi- 
tion of the people to pay the tax or the economic condition of the Gov- 
ernment to make the contribution? 


The Hofl’Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Of both. 

Millfvi ABUL KABEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he knows that there is a strong feeling among the cultivating 
classes, the poorer classes, that the Act should be enforced immedi- 
ately, in spite of the fact that they will be made to pay for the tax? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I am aware of the 
fact. I am also aware that the collection of cesses in all the distriot 
boards has t>een very much reduced and the condition of the tenants is 
such that it is very doubtful whether they can pay any more if the cess 
is imposed. 

Mftlllvi ABUL KABEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that a social officer was asked to make preliminary 
arrangements for the enforcement of the Act and that he was doing 
spade work when his work won suspended? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I must ask for notice; 
so far as I know, his work is not suspended. 


3-15 p.m. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the names of the districts in which school boards are 
proposed to bo formed? 

The HOflHNt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: These will be formed 
in those districts where the district boards are willing to make over 
to the district school boards the amount now' spent, by them on primary 
education. 

Btbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: What are the agencies which 

ore carrying on the spade work ? 

The Hon’ble Mrv KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The officers under the 

Director of Public Instruction. 
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Mfi&dvi KASIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 

state if any district boards in Bengal have been communicated with? 


The Hon’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: All the district boaids 
excepting Darjeeling. 


Agricultural loans given in the Tangail subdivision. 

M45. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department l>e pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing, thann by lhana , and union by 
union, — 

(t) the total amount of agricultural loans given away up to date 
in tho Tangail subdivision; 

(it) the total number of persona who have received the loans; 

(fit) the maximum amount of loan advanced to a single individual; 
and 

(i v) the minimum amount of loan received per head? 

(h) Is it a fact that hundreds of people are daily coming in to the 
headquarters station for such loans only to be disappointed for want of 
funds at present? 

(c) Have the Government ascertained what minimum amount of 
money is absolutely wanted for agricultural loans in the subdivisions? 

(d) Do tho Government propose to advance more monies for agri- 
cultural loans and test works in the near future? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that very little attempt is made 
to make the agricultural loans popular and acceptable? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of issuing necessary' instinct ions to all 
public officers? 


MEMBER in oharge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl* 
Sir B. B. Chose): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. It is reported that no more money is at present required 
for agricultural loans. 

(d) Yes, if necessary. 
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(e) No. The conditions on which loans are given are prescribed in 
the Loans Manual. 

(/) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred question 
No. 145, showing the distribution of agricultural loans in the 
Tanguil subdivision, thana by thana , and union by union , since 
July, 1931. 

Tangail police-station (Rs. 9,397) — 

Megra Union No. I — Its. 456. 

Gala Union No. II-Rs. 724. 

Gharinda Union No. Ill — Its. 1,000. 

Pathrail Union No. V — Rs. 850. 

Dildurar Union No. YI — Rs. 701. 

Alia Union No. IX— Rs. 901. 

Silimpur Union No. X — Rs. 365. 

Dainya Union No. XII — Rs. 853. 

Baghil Union No. XIV— Rs. 1,547. 

Bash ail police-station (Rs. 8,166) — 

Fulki Union No. I— Rs. 1,727. 

Kawaijani Union No. II — Rs. 995. 

Kanchanpur Union No. VI — Rs. 1.246. 

Bashail Union No. VII— Rs. 971. 

Kashil Union No. VIII— Rs. 1,000. 

Hablft Union No. IX — Rs. 1,227. 

Dubail Union No. X — Rs. l f 000. 

Mirxapur police-station (Rs. 9,995) — 

Mehara Union No. I — Rs. 1,650. 

Jamurki Union No. II — Rs. 1,000. 

Mirzapur Union No. Ill — Rs. 1,000. 

Banail Union No. IV — Rs. 1,000. 

Anaitara Union No. V — Rs. 950. 

Warshi Union No: VI — Rs. 1,000. 

Bahuria Union No. VII — Rs. 995, 

Gorai Union No. VIII — Rs. 1,000. 

Atgana Union No. IX — Rs. 800. 

Tar&pur Union No. X — Rs. 600. 
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Kalihati police-station (Rs. 4,893) — 

Salla Union No. II — Rs. 757. 

Ellenga Union No. Ill — Rs. 1,221-8. 

Kokdohara Union No. VII — Rs. 723-8. 

Balia Union No. VIII— Rs. 1,539-8. 

Bhondeshwar Union No. IX — Rs. G52. 

Tangail police-station — Rs. 9,397. 

Bashail police-station — Rs. 8,160. 

Mirzapnr police-station — Rs. 9,995. 

Kalihati police-station — Rs. 4,893-8. 

Gopalpur and Nagnrpur police-stations — Rs. 15,649. (Figures for 
unions not yet available.) 

Number of persons who received loans. 

Tangail, Bashail, Mirzapnr and Kalihati police-stations — Rs. 4,979. 
Gopalpur and Nagarpur pol ice-stations — Rs. 2, TOO (approximately). 
Maximum advances! to an individual — Rs. 10. 

Minimum — Rs. 4. 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UF«II: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to give an answer to my quest ion (a) (u)Y I want- 
ed to know the number of persons who received the loans. The answer 
given is Rs. 4,979. 

The Hon’ble 8ir B. B. CH08E: It is evidently a misprint. 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UF4I : Will the Hon'ble 

Member be pleased to state what is the source of his information as 
regards answer (b)? 

The Hon’ble 8ir B. B. GH08E: The local officers. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA BEN CUPTAt With regard to answer 
(c), may I know who is the officer who has given the information? 

The Hoifble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The Collector who gets information 
frost his subordinates and then sends it through the Commissioner. 
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Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Has any report been made 
by the District Agricultural Officer P 

The Hon’bJe Sir B. B. CHOSE! The District Agricultural Officer 
has got nothing to do with this. The Subdivisional Officer and the 
Collector are the authorities to deal with such matters. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Has the District Agri- 
cultural Officer nothing to do with reporting about the condition of 
agricultural affairs in the district P 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Nothing about agricultural loans. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: With respect to answer (b) will the 
Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether he has got definite report 
that the people did not want any loan. 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer is there. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Did he receive any report from 
any officer? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Yes. I have already said that the 
Collector and the Subdivisional Officer reported. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that in large portions of the Tangail subdivision the people are 
unable to purchase seeds for sowing during the ensuing season? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir B. B. CHOSE: We advance money according to 
the reports of the Collector, and in this case it was reported that no 
more money was wanted. 

Dr. NARRtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTAS When was the money for 
buying seeds advanced P 

ThU Hon’ble Sir i« B. CHOSE : I cannot give the date, but the report 
is that they do not want more money for purchasing seeds. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAl Will he make further 
inquiries? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: If there is any need for more money 
the Collector will report. 



QUESTIONS. 


211 


m-i 

Mr. BHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAYi Will the Hou’ble Member 
1 m pleased to state whether lie lias visited any East Bengal districts to 
•■certain the economic conditions of the people there? 

TIM Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: I visited several places, but I do 
not know what the member actually refers to. 


UnsUrred Question 

(rawer to whioh was laid on the tatHe). 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Aot, 

80. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Government are working out the preliminaries for 
giving effect to the Bengal (Rural) Free Primary Education 
Act of 1930; 

(it) whether rules under the Act are being prepared ; and 

(iii) whether it has been decided to postpone bringing the Act into 
operation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (/) Yes 

(it) Yes. 

> (iii) Government are exploring every avenue for an early enforcement 
of the Act. The present financial nnd economic conditions preclude 
the possibility of bringing the Act into immediate ojieration. Govern- 
ment are, however, giving their anxious consideration to a partial 
scheme and inquiries are being made into the possibility of introducing 
it in those districts where the district boards are willing to make over to 
the district school boards (to be formed under the Act) the amounts now 
spent by them on primary education. 

MauHri TAMIZAJDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government intends to spend anything out of 
its own funds towards the formation of school boards? 

The HonPbfo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mttihri TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister bp 
pleased to state what the Government intends to do with the money 
that it has asked the district boards to make over to it? 
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TIM HonPbto Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDINt To be spent by the 

district school boards. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On what accountP 

The Hon’Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: On existing primary 
schools. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how long Government will go on consider- 
ing the possibility of introducing the scheme partially in the 
districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Ab soon as we get 
•atisfactory replies from the district boards concerned, we shall go 
ahead with the scheme. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is the Rou ble 

Minister going to follow the line of least resistance and bring the Act 
into operation in those districts where the people are anxious that the 
Act should he enforced and are prepared to pay expenses? 

The Hon’We Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I have already point- 
ed out to the hon’ble members that the district hoards are finding great 
difficulty in realising cess, and I do not see how the levy of further 
cess will improve the situation or bring in more money. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon’tjjfe 
Minister consider the possibility of introducing this Act partiallj/in 
Borne districts if a scheme is evolved by which the expendituie is xtopt 
to the level of the existing expenditure incurred on primary education? 

(No answer.) 


Point of order. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: On a point of order, Sir. 
Yesterday I raised a point of order regarding the demands of grants 
under Irrigation ; hut I did not get any decision on the point of order. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The HonTde Member in charge of the Depart- 
ment explained the whole thing to you. The figure of his present 
demand and that of the demand as it appears in the budget are 
identical. It does not matter if there is no expenditure under any 
particular head, «o long as the total expenditure, as recorded in the 
budget, equals the total amount of the demand. 
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Mtulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: My difficulty is that in the first 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, there can no longer be any diffi- 
culty. It is quite clear. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion under the head “XIII, 15, 15 (/), It) and 55 — Irriga- 
tion” was then resumed. 

The following motions acre called but not moved: — 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: That the demand 
of Rs. 10,17,000 under the head ‘15 — Irrigation — Other revenue 
expenditure, etc.’ be reduced by Rs. I, (MM) (to urge the establishment 
of a River Division at Dacca).” 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “ That the 
demand of Rs. 10, 17, (K)0 under the head ‘15 — Irrigation — Other revenue 
expenditure financed from ordinary revenue’ be reduced by Its. 1,000 (to 
draw attention to the absence of expenditure to revive the dead and 
dying streams of East and North Bengal).” 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: “That the 
Aqnaml of Rs. 10,1 7.0(H) under the head ‘ 15— Irrigation— Other 
W revenue expenditure, etc.’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to 
The failure of the Department to tackle the problems of the dead and 
tuung rivers in Bengal with special reference fo the condition of rivers 
and other waterways in the districts of Dacca and Mymeiisingh ).” 

3-30 p.m. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that thp demand 
of Rs. 10,17,000 under the head “15 — Irrigation — Other revenue ex- 
penditure financed from ordinary revenue” be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to 
draw attention to the failure of the department to tackle the outstanding 
irrigation problems of Bengal, r/r., water-hyacinth and the dead and 
(lying rivers of Bengal with special reference to the condition of rivers 
and other waterways in the districts of Hooghlv and Howrah). 

Sir, I am fully aware of the present financial difficulties of the 
Government which perhaps may stand in the way of giving effect to the 
motion under discussion. But, Sir, suM» unprecedented financial crisis 
did not occur in the years that have passed away. There was no dearth 
of money to purchase the costly white elephants like the dredgers 
Cowley, Burdwan and Ronaldshay which absorbed a good portion of 
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the revenues of Bengal, not only on capital expenditure but also for their 
maintenance. If Bengal is to be saved, these products of engineering 
folly should either be disposed of or destroyed — the Bay of Bengal was 
deep enough to accommodate them under its bosom. The thing is that 
the money which could have been profitably utilised for the benefit of 
the people had been criminally wasted to meet the whims and caprices 
of those entrusted with the task of bettering the conditions under which 
the people lived. Sir, the dead and dying rivers of Bengal cried shame 
on any civilised administration. The fields of Western Bengal smiled 
with plenty and abundance nearly a century ago, but now they have 
assumed a desolate appearance. The responsibility for such a 
deplorable state of affairs cannot but rest with the Government which 
has miserably failed in the discharge of its primary duties to the 
people. I do not like to go into details. I simply state the facte as 
they are. West Bengal has turned into malaria-stricken and pestilen- 
tial areas and the population has decreased to an alarming extent. 
Practically nothing has been done to save them. We held high hopes 
when Sir William Wilcocks visited this country. We hailed him as 
our saviour. The man who conceived the Aswan Dam and turned a 
desert into a fertile country was the right man to save Bengal. He 
thoroughly examined the country, studied its conditions and drew out 
a practical scheme, but it has been relegated to the cold shade of 
neglect and indifference as if it came from a wild visionary. He 
guaranteed to revivify Bengal for to 0 crores of rupees. He staked 
his worldwide reputation to work out the scheme. But the Govern- 
ment is us adamant as ever in disregarding the true interests of the'' 
people. Had they been genuine in their professions, they would not 
have hesitated to raise a loan to bring back health, wealth ancf 
prosperity which seemed to have left the country for good. Tlie 
amount was insignificant in comparison with the immense benefit 
expected out of it. Our Hon’ble Irrigation Member had been to Egypt 
recently and must have been highly impressed with the achievements 
of Sir William Wilcocks in the countries now watered by the Nile. 

I am told that the man who conceived this grand project has become 
too old to be of any use to Bengal. But, Sir, the brain which con- 
ceived and matured the Nile scheme has also conceived the Bengal 
Irrigation scheme after visiting it and closely studying its conditions 
only a few years ago. Why not put him at the head and leave the 
work to his lieutenants P 

Although comparisons are odious, may I be permitted to point out 
the wonderful achievements of the Irrigation Department of Bengal 
in comparison with some of the sister provinces in India ? The latter 
by their unstinted efforts have succeeded in converting the arid mud 
unfertile waste lands of Upper India into splendid granaries, while 
thanks to the callous indifference of our Irrigation Department — the 
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granaries of Bengal — the country of Sujaiany suf (thirty sasya m molany 
o( Bankim Chandra of revered memory — have turned into unproductive 
watte lands or marshy tracts well suited for the breeding of mosquitoes. 
Practically there are no productive irrigation works in Bengal. While 
the Punjab, the United Provinces and Madras are receiving returns 
on capital invested in irrigation works, our Government here have 
helped to impoverish the country by the whimsical vagaries of irriga- 
tion advisers. The mistakes committed in the past are beyond 
redemption. 

It was however a happy augury that the man who sat as an incubus 
on the Irrigation Department has left the country for good. Now the 
whole responsibility rested with the Hon ’Me Irrigation Member. We 
want to judge him not by his pliable words, but by his deeds. The 
opportunity is there. Let him come forward, seise it and rise equal 
to the occasion. Bengal is in the grip of death. Disease, death and 
desolation have devastated the countryside. Malaria, kala-assar, cholera, 
6malLpox, tuberculosis and a host of others were wroughting havoc all 
around us. The resuscitation of the dead and dying rivers was the 
only remedy to revivify the dying nation. I should like to ask the 
Irrigation Member to leave his cosy seat for a few days and accompany 
me to some of the villages in West Bengal and I will prove to the hilt 
every word that I have said. Not a word has Wen exaggerated. Let 
him see the true picture with his own eyes. Even if he possessed a 
stony heart which he has not, it will surely melt away at the appalling 
nature of the mischief done by the callous indifference of his Depart- 
ment. Pray save the nation from imminent ruin. The remedy is in 
your hands. Apply it and Bengal will once again smile with plenty 
and abundance. Raise the requisite loan and we guarantee our whole- 
hearted support. Pray make an honest and sincere effort to bring buck 
health, wealth and prosperity which has left the country for good und 
you will he the recipient of the choicest blessings of God, man and of 
generations yet unborn. With these few words \ commend mv motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 

The following motion was called hut not moved: — 

Mllilvi MUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UF4I: "That the demand of 
Ra. 10,17,000 under the head *15 — Irrigation* he reduced by Rs. 500 (to 
impress upon the Government the utmost necessity of taking effective 
measures for solving the problems of the dead and dying rivers and 
water channels in Bengal).” 

R» SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: I leg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 10,17,000 uuder the head * ‘15 — Irrigation — Other revenue 
expenditure financed from ordinary revenues” he reduced by Rs. 100 
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(inadequate provision for improvement of rivers and other waterways in 
the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh). 

Mr. President, Sir, I beg to place this motion before the 
House, and my reasons are very clear and simple. 

Sir, it is notorious that the rivers of Dacca and Mymensingh dis- 
tricts, so far as the Irrigation Department is concerned, do not seem to 
have any existence at all. The Hon’ble Member who took pride last 
year on his having come from Mymensingh need not be reminded that 
the rivers are the life and source of all bounties for the people of those 
districts, nor how by gradual silting up of the rivers, the people are 
suffering in respect of their wealth and welfare, not to speak about 
conveniences of transport or of the occasional floods which devastate the 
countryside. Sir, it is high time that the Irrigation Department 
should devote some part of its attention to the rivers and waterways of 
these districts. For about a decade we are pressing before the Govern- 
ment our grievances in the matter of irrigation from all points of 
view. We were making constructive suggestions in our own way, but 
no remedy is forthcoming. What is more frightening is that there is 
no likelihood of any solution of this problem in, the near future. 

The Hon’ble Member will, of course, explain his difficulties. Speak- 
ing on a similar motion last year, he referred to the wrecking of his 
ministry, even sometimes quoted songs from the poets and so on and 
so forth, but what is the net result? Nothing — absolutely nothing. 
The Hon’ble Member says we do not help him with any constructive 
suggestion and in the same breath he confesses that he has got no fund 
to carry out any constructive programme. Is not the Hon’ble Member 
inconsistent — hopelessly inconsistent in all what he says? And, Sir, 
what the Hon’ble Member said in his explanation of the situation was 
not the correct statement of facts. There may he other famines in 
Bengal, but certainly there is no famine in our constructive sugges- 
tions to the Government. What is Sir William Wilcocks’ plan? Is it 
not a masterly constructive suggestion? And what is the attitude of 
the Hon’ble Member to this plan? The Hon’ble Member in answer to 
this constructive plan, only quoted the destructive portion from 
Mr. Addams-Williams’ criticism, which you, Sir, did not allow, if 
I remember aright, because it was not fair. To quote Addams- 
Williams against William Wilcocks is not the solution, is certainly 
not? the thing which we want. But I find that the Hon’ble Member 
has developed his own plan, f.c., the Waterways Trust, something like 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust. But where to And it? How to 
organise it? And how many years or centuries we are to wait for itP 
Sir, you cannot accuse the people if they in despair think that the 
Government is hot serious about the irrigation problem and the 
Hon’ble Member hopelessly failed in his duties. 
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Sir, I beg to raise the old question once again. If you have got no 
fund, why do you keep the full staff? Why do you keep three white 
elephants — I mean the three expensive dredgers — when there is no 
function of dredging by the Government within the province? Why 
do you keep the dredgers? Sir, I submit iny reasons are very clear 
and very simple. In all seriousness I beg of the Ilon'ble Member to 
do one of the tw’o things, viz., either to find money to carry out the 
programme of irrigation or st rap the lot. 

Maillvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 10,17,000 under the head “15 — Irrigation — Other revenue 
expenditure financed from ordinary revenues” be reduced by Rs. KM) 
(to criticise the irrigation policy of Government and its failure to 
tackle the vital problem of the dead and dying rivers of Bengal). 

Sir, the itwue that I want to raise is the irrigation policy of 
Government and its failure to tackle the vital problem of the dead 
and dying rivers of this province. This important question has been 
discussed on the floor of this House on various occasions, and I feel 
reluctant to make a speech of this subject; and also I do not think 
it is necessary to make a lengthy speech on this question, because the 
House is, I think, unanimous on the question that this is the most 
important problem to l>e solved, and that no time should be lost in 
taking early steps towards its solution. In view of this, I only want 
to ask a few questions of the Hon'ble Member, viz., whether Govern- 
ment thinks that it is w r ithin the bounds of practical possibility, that 
the dead and dying rivers of the province can at all be revived ; or, 
in other words, can Bengal be saved? If Government thinks that 
it is not impossible, that it is practicable, and that it is an urgent 
matter, whether Government intends to take early steps towards it# 
solution. With these few words I commend my motion to the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Maillvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 10,17,000 under the head “15 — Irrigation” be reduced by Re. 1 
(to urge the necessity of irrigation works in the district of Mymen- 
singh and some other districts of East Bengal). 

Sir, Bengal is primarily an agricultural country. More than 90 
per cent, of the population of this province live by agriculture and 
the non-agriculturists too have to depend upon these agriculturists for 
their daily existence. The Department of Agriculture therefore 
deserves the special attention of Government for it# all-round 
improvements. 

The agriculture of Bengal can be improved by two ways — one way 
i« the proper manuring of the soil, and the other way is its proper 
irrigation. The cultivators of Bengal have become so much poor that 
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they are unable both to manure or irrigate their lands. In America 
and other advanced countries, manures are prepared through scientific 
process and are supplied to the cultivators under the patronage of 
Government. Irrigation canals are also kept open to all cultivators 
there at the expense of Government. 

Though not so fertile as the soil of Bengal, the American soil pro- 
duces much more crops than that of our soil. 

The main object of the Irrigation Department in every country 
should be to facilitate the ways of agricultural improvements. In 
Bengal the Irrigation Department has practically failed to achieve 
this end and it is more so in the districts of East Bengal. Practically 
no irrigation canals or such other works of irrigation have been done 
by Government in East Bengal and this is probably because the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department also belongs to East 
Bengal, and I can emphatically assert that my own district Mvmen- 
singh as well as the districts of Tippera and Dacca have got a big 
potato from this Department (laughter), though irrigation works are 
absolutely required in many localities in these districts specially where 
boro paddy is largely transplanted, but is not grown well for want 
of proper irrigation. I have seen with my own eyes that thousands 
and thousands of acres of boro plantation are damaged every year in 
these districts for want of water. There are the Meghna and some 
other rivers near these extensive boro lands and these boro lands can 
be irrigated without much difficulty. 

Most of my colleagues have tabled cut motions urging Government 
to resuscitate the dead rivers, but I would have been more glad if they 
tabled a resolution urging Government to devise means for improving 
cultivation by means of irrigation. There are also innumerable tracts 
of lands in Bengal where irrigation is required also for artuin paddy 
and this a man paddy also is largely damaged for want of water in 
proper season. This year there was no rain in our district in proper 
season and as a consequence the ovum paddy in our district has grown 
only half of its normal quantity. We are surprised to hear of the 
wonderful irrigation works in Egypt. The Government of Egypt 
have worked wonders in that country and have extracted crops from 
the desert lands on both sides of the river Nile by means of effective 
irrigation. 

Another duty of Government is to destroy the water-hyacinth which 
has become a bavoo in our lands and are damaging our paddy crop 
almost everywhere in Bengal. With proper manuring and effective 
irrigation India can produce a crop which can probably supply the 
foodstuff for the whole world. In the reign of Nawob Shaista Khan, 
not more than three hundred years ago, Bengal was so flourishing that 
rice sold there 8 maunds per rupee, and if irrigation works be started 
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in » comprehensive scheme it is expected that the cultivators of 
Bengal may again be as much flourishing as they were in the 
Moghul times. With these words I commend my motion for the 
acceptance of the House. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: It is almost usual to ua, 
at any ratn, very fashionable both from the official benches and from 
the opposition to assert that nothing is more important for the people 
than the work of this Dejmrtment. The very life of the j*eople depends 
upon the work of this Department in a country like Bengal. Yet, 
we had the word of the Government (Committee which was appointed 
to report on the working of this Depirtment presided over by 
Mr. Hopkyns that so far as three-fourths of the entire ami of Bengal 
is concerned, it is almost an unknown factor to this Department, and 
with regard to the remaining fourth, the work that has been done has 
been piecemeal work. There has never been a proper and systematic 
hydraulic survey of the entire province; there has never been any 
systematic irrigation work in the way of trainiug the rivers. Nothing 
on a comprehensive scale has ever l>een conceived, and while the 
Hon* hie Member has assured us that he has the liest of wills, he has 
the desire to do everything that can be done for improving the rivers 
of Bengal, improving the irrigation of Bengal, and for doing every- 
thing necessary for the purpose of making Bengal overflow with 
wealth and health, the only difficulty is the difficulty of finance, and 
lie is looking forward to the better times aheud when he will be able 
to do all these things. With regard to the question of finance, let 
us look at the way m which the Depirtment has been t mi ted since it 
has lieen inaugurated sepirntelv, and pirticularly during this jieriod 
in which the Hon ’hie Mem tier has been in charge of the Department. 
From 1921-22 up till now', I find there has been a series of retrenchment*. 
Every department has had more or loss to suffer cuts in their expmdi- 
ture, and so far as the Irrigation Department is concerned it has come 
in for a big slice every time there has been retrenchment, so that the 
total retrenchment since 1921-22 up to this year has Imhmi Its. 14,19,000. 
Weil, in bad times there was retrenchment, but when better times 
came when the Government could find Rs. 20 lakhs, Rs. TO lakhs more 
for the Police, Rs. 14 lakhs more for General Administration, w r hat did 
they find for the Irrigation Department? Not one penny. The Irriga- 
tion Department which spends about Rs. lakhs has been retrenched to 
the extent of Its. 14 lakhs. This is how the Department has been 
treated in the past. Well, the Hon’ble Sir Abdelkerim Ghuxnavi must 
be a wonderful optimist if he thinks that when better times come his 
Department will be better treated in the future, unless he makes a 
bold figbt for it, a fight w hich unfortunately he has not made at the 
present moment. And then when we look at fhe expenditure of this 
Department, what do we find? We find a tremendous amount of 
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expenditure on account of establishment compared with the amount 
of services rendered. The expenditure of this Department has always 
been excessive and with the progressive diminution of work during 
the past few years by a series of retrenchments, we find that the 
establishment has not been substantially reduced. I think I am right 
in concluding that the total expenditure on establishment in this 
Department is about Rs. 7,25,000 out of a total expenditure of 
Rs. 38,37,000. Considering the very microscopic work done in this 
Department, I think the establishment requires more substantial clip- 
ping. It is not a question of cheeseparing, but if this is all you are 
going to do, you have no need for this establishment. The Hon’ble 
Member says that the overhead charges must be there; I do not know 
why the overhead charges must be there, if there is nothing overhead 
to do. Overhead work must not be done before there is anything 
done below; you have no money to carry out the work below; when 
it is merely carrying out the work which can be done by ordinary 
labourers and common engineers, it is no use maintaining this large 
staff. I do not say this in order to will upon the Department to sur- 
render its staff, but I would rather urge upon the Department the 
necessity of providing the Department with adequate funds to give 
employment to all the staff and more staff. It has been found by the 
Hopkyns Committee that the Dojiartment is hopelessly understaffed 
for the great work which it ought to do. I would give all the staff 
required provided funds are found to do nil the work necessary, and 
until the funds can be found, I would say that the extensive cost of 
this establishment must be ruthlessly cut down to the absolute mini- 
mum. That is how the bulk of the funds in this Department has been 
spent. And then there are the white elephants about which complaints 
have been made in the past,, and for which the Hopkyns Committee 
can only apologist* — the white elephants, the dredgers. The history 
of irrigation work in this province is full of errors. In the past there 
were those embankments which again we found was an error which 
we have got to rectify. There has l>ean the canal scheme, the Mid- 
napore Canal for instance, which might have been right or wrong, 
hut the cost of which was hopelessly underestimated. The result is 
another white elephant. The Midnapore canal is not even paying its 
way, but still Government has to maintain it, and I do not see why. 
When you cannot make that canal pay, I do not see why you should 
continue it any longer. These ore the errors which have got to be 
rectified, when money has got to be found. The work before us is 
not a small business ; it is not a question of digging a river here, or 
» river there, a canal here, or a canal there, but it is a ques- 
tion which has got to be approached in a more comprehensive fashion. 
Unless you make a scheme and programme for the whole of Bengal, 
you are bound to fall into errors. You cannot possibly solve the 
problem of irrigation and navigation in Bengal in this way. Here is 
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a jarofclom. You have plenty of water in Eastern Bengal which comes 
into that part of the province by the Brahmaputra, the Ganges and 
other rivers and overflows the country — sometimes the overflow is such 
as would put the country in gTeat danger. On the other hand, there 
is in the West, in South Bengal and in Northern Bengal, not enough 
water. It will probably lie found, if there is a proper hydraulic survey, 
that enough water comes into the province to serve the entire province, 
and if a comprehensive scheme is worked out, it will ju’obablv he 
found possible, by the restoration of old water courses, to let' off some 
of that water which flows through Eastern Bengal into the channels of 
Northern and Western Bengal. I think such a thing is js>ssible; and 
that is the only thing that should lx> done instead of wasting money 
on schemes which may ultimately be found to l>e unfruitful. The first 
thing is to draw up a programme on a provincial scale. 1 am glad 
to find that in spite of its anxiety to accjuit Government in the Irriga- 
tion Department of inefficiency, the report of the Hopkyns (\unmittee 
emphasises this j>oint. That is to say, that the problem must l»e 
looked at comprehensively and there must lx* an all-Bengal programme. 


4 p.m. 

The rejiort of the Hopkyns Committee emphasises that point, that is 
to say, that the problem must be looked at comprehensively and there 
must be an all-Bengal programme. 1 was glad to find the Hon’ble 
Member referring to this report, but only for the purjxwe of creating 
a W aterwavs Trust. He promised u* a Bill for forming a Waterways 
Trust. I should welcome the Waterways Trust localise if the Water* 
ways 1 rust is formed, it will be doing a great service to the province. 
But for that pur|u>xe it is not enough to have only a Waterways Trust. 
It is necessary to l>e assured that you will l>e able to provide them 
with the wherewithal for the work. If you can guarantee that, then 
the Waterways Trust, when formed, will be able to function properly. 
The Hon’ble Memlier has told us that the financial project is Ixdng 
examined, and I am glad to hear him say so. The financial provision 
should lx? eaiefully scrutinized, and I do not want to see a new error 
committed by bringing into existence the Waterways Trust at an 
enormous cost and then find that you have not the monev to pay for 
♦he work. The Waterways Trust is not the only thing suggested in 
♦he report. That is only one part of the report and the other part is 
a comprehensive scheme embracing the entire province. The scheme 
itself is urgent and of the greatest importance — a scheme which has 
got to be worked with all the speed and nil the resources that the 
Government can command — if not in a year or two years, in 10 or 20 
Tears, but the scheme must be there. Sir, much has been said about 
Sir William Wilcooks 1 scheme, but that at any rate is a comprehensive 
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scheme for Bengal. I do not pretend to be able to judge Sir William 
Wilcocks* scheme and those of his critics including the Hopkyns 
Committee who have expressed disapproval of the scheme. Anyway, 
Sir William Wilcocks indicated the line along which we have got to 
proceed, which is that we must have a great comprehensive scheme 
for draining the whole country with all the available water of the 
province. I should like to hear how the Hon’ble Member proposes 
to give effect to that proposal of the Committee regarding a compre- 
hensive scheme. Without that comprehensive scheme— not mere 
piece-work — it will not appreciably solve the problem before them and 
in all probability they will launch into mistakes again. It is worth 
while to know that the Damodar Canal project upon which the Govern- 
ment has concentrated its attention for the last few years has been 
fcfrongly condemned by Sir William Wilcocks. Here, again, I do not 
pretend to claim to be a judge but it is quite possible that Sir William 
Wilcocks may be right because the Damodar project was not part of 
u ‘’ornprehensive project based upon a programme for the entire pro- 
vince, founded upon calculations of the entire water resources of the 
country and such other matters upon which a comprehensive scheme 
ought to be made. 

For these reasons I support the cut motion which has Ix^en moved. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, I wish to join 
issue with my friend Dr. Sen Gupta in trying to emphasise the need 
of a definite policy and good administration for the Irrigation Dejxirt- 
ment in future. Dr. Sen Gupta has said that the history of this 
Deportment is full of errors. 1 would like to go further and say that 
it is full of tragedies. The one gi oat tragedy which looms large in 
the jmsl and is still fresh in the memory of the members of this House 
is the notorious Grand Trunk (’anal scheme which after costing nearly 
Rs. If) lakhs is now held under suspension. We wish that not only 
the scheme should be killed outright and buried, but the officers who 
were resjxmsible for this great loss of money should l>e brought to 
book, as is being done with officers in some other Deportments at the 
present moment. This Department, Sir, is remarkable of all the 
Department# of Government for its minimum performance at the 
maximum amount of cost. As Dr. Sen Gupta hag said, if the Depart- 
ment is properly worked, it ought to be the most valuable Department 
for the improvement of our province both from the point of view of 
agriculture and of sanitation. But the way it has been worked in 
the past and as it is likely that it will be administered in the future, 
I think it would be much better that the Deportment should be abolished 
altogether and the amount that is spent on it be utilised on more useful 
projects. 

One of the activities of the Department is irrigation by which it 
is meant that the Department makes arrangements to irrigate the land 
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of the cultivators. The only irrigation projects that have been carried 
into effect and are working are the Midnapore Canal in Midnapore 
sad the Eden Canal in Burdwan. From the report of this Depart- 
ment for the j T ear 1929-30 (and it may be noted here that we have not 
received the reports of 1930-31 and 1931-32 yet) we find that both 
these schemes have been working very unsatisfactorily. We find that 
the income from the waterways of the Midnapore Canal is gradually 
on the decrease. It has come down from Its. 1,74,000 to Its. 1,22,000 
which is the estimate for next year. After spending nearly 
Rs. 1,58,000, it is estimated that next year we will get a profit of 
Rs. 22,000 only. This is excluding the interest on the capital charges. 
As Regards the Eden Canal, we find there also that the total income 
expected is only Rs. 41,000 as against the working expenses of 
Rs. 43,000 or, in other words, there is a deficit of Rs. 2,000, apart 
from the interest on capital charges. And this is so, in spite of tho 
fact that the water rates have been increased in recent years. Why 
the income should be so small requires some explanation. Either tho 
tenants do not require the waiter or the raiyat , f find the water rate to 
be too expensive for their needs, if it is the latter, I think it is the 
duty of the Member in charge of the Irrigation Dopi it merit to reduce 
the rates. 1 understand that there has been repeated petitions for this 
submitted both to him and to the Minister in charge of Agriculture. 
If they cannot reduce the rates and curtail cxj>enditure on that account, 
the utility of these canals becomes less and less apparent every year. 
I think if is useless to keep such a large stuff to look after the working 
of this system. As I>r. Sen Gupta has maid, the other irrigation scheme 
which is under contemplation is the big Damodar scheme. It is esti- 
mated that about Rs. 79 lakhs will l>e the cost of tho scheme, of which 
Rs. 40 or Rs. 50 lakhs has alien fly Wen Hjxuit. 1 do not know' whether 
thU scheme vea* taken up after consulting the people oi the unyah t 
or any other experts than those of their own Deportment. It seems 
to me that on the experience of the existing canals it is very unlikely 
that the Damodar scheme will be a success. Therefore*, if after spend- 
ing such a large amount of money. Government finds that the scheme 
is not successful, I do not know what action Government will take. 
I think, as has been done in the jmst, the Department will go oh 
throwing away money on project which will do no good to the* people. 

As regards navigation, I haie already referred to the Grand Trunk 
Canal project wdiich lias since l>een dropped. But, $ir, this project 
has left behind it what I may say three orphans in the shape of the 
dredgers Ronald shay, Cowley and Bnrdwan , which are oven now 
sucking the life-blood of our people. The capital cost of thee* 
dredgers comes to about Rs. 102 lakhs, and since 1929 they have been 
costing us to the tune of Rs. 1,90,000 every year. Where is the 
wisdom, I ask, of maintaining these three monsters that are not doing 
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anything at all. I quite agree with my friend the Rai Mahasai that 
these dredgers may l>e destroyed if they cannot he sold at a profit. 1 
cannot understand why Government should not be able to dispose of 
them when they are of no use. We find from advertisements in news- 
papers that the dredgers and other machineries used in the gTeat 
Sukkur Barrage are being advertised for sale. Why cannot the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal sell their dredgers for whatever they might fetch? 
And if they cannot be sold, they must be destroyed. My other sug- 
gestion would be to make a free gift of the dredgers to the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department who has recently 
become an expert in irrigation matters by his two nights’ stay in the 
Nile Valley and by his personal contact with the Aswan Dam. ‘Pos- 
sibly he might be able to make muchTbefter use of these dredgers than 
his officers have been able to do in the past. 

Sir, I do not wish to take more time of the House, specially as you 
are anxious to adjourn the House for prayer, but I sincerely hope 
that the irrigation policy of the Government should Ik 1 more definite 
and more on the lines as suggested by Dr. Sen Gupta. If that 
Department cannot prepare a comprehensive programme and stick to 
it, it is much letter that the Department should rather cease to exist 
instead of wasting public money as has Ikmmi done in the past. 

[At 4- If) p.m., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-30 p.m.] 

Nawab MUSHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: I want to ask a 
very simple question of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irriga- 
tion Department and it is this: Will he please tell us whether he 
wants to have a comprehensive scheme for solving the problem of 
irrigation in this country? 1 want a plain answer to this question. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: In rising to support this motion 
I beg to associate myself with all that has been said by Dr. Naresh 
Clmiidra Sen Gupta and Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin. I 
want to point out specially that the rivers in East Bengal, especially 
Daccu and Hymens ngh and Tippera, are dying. No serious attempt has 
been made to preserve the great waterways of East Bengal. While some 
expenditure under the Department has been incurred in West Bengal, 
nothing was spent by the Department to keep the rivers in East Bengal 
in a good state of preservation. It is high time that the Department 
should make a survey of the rivers in East Bengal and if proper and 
timely attempts are made to preserve these rivers, I think it may be 
done with much less cost than if they are allowed to dry up in the course 
of time. Owing to the silting up of some of the rivers in the districts 
in East Bengal, navigation and communication have already become 
difficult and, moreover, it has materially affected the health of the 
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people inhabiting their banks. Malaria, kala-aiar and cholera have 
made their appearance in areas which were generally free from these. 
Besides, the agriculture of the localities which used to be watered by 
the rivers has greatly suffered. Owing to the rising of the beds of the 
rivers, volume of water which flowed down through the channels can- 
not now be drained off. The results are that in East Bengal we have 
constantly devastating floods which damage the standing crops. The 
beds of the rivers and their tributaries have already risen and the rivers 
are scarcely able to carry the surplus rain water through their channel, 
which flows over the fields, giving rise to untimely floods which destroy 
the crops of the low lying lands. 

It is high time that the activities of the Irrigation Department 
should be directed to the protection and preservation of the water 
channels of the districts in East Bengal. 

Here I must say that Government have signally failed to tackle the 
question of preserving the rheis, on which the lift' and property of the 
people of Bengal depend. 


Mr. J. E. 0RDI8H: M uch has been said about the dying riven 
and ubout the dredger which ait* no longer used, but I wish to speak on 
another aspect. In the case of certain rivers in Eastern Bengal where 
dredgers have been used and waterways opened up, very much damage 
has !>een caused, and undoubtedly it would have been better had the 
Irrigation Department not interfered with the natural substance tf the 
rivers. I refer particularly to the Dhalleswuri which flows past 
Narayanganj. Some years ago, at the junction of the Dhuileswari and 
Brahmaputra at Porabari the Irrigation Ilepartment was prevailed upon 
to undertake the opening up of waterways, and to-day we have this Jesuit 
that the south-east corner of Narayanganj is absolutely threatened by this 
river, which has now broadened and is almost facing the Burigunga, 
and property valued at many lakhs of rupees has fallen into this river 
this year and last year. Therefore, I want to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Member to this state of affairs, but at the same time 1 sympa- 
thise with him in the various attacks that have been made upon nil 
Department all round. Far from joining with the members of the 
House who have attacked his Department, I feel a very real sympathy 
for the difficulties with which his Department is faced at present; hut 
my chief object in speaking to-day on this subject is to bring this 
matter to the Hon’ble Member’s attention. During the last three day* 
a special committee has been sitting at Narayanganj consisting of a 
member of the Chamber of Commerce, a member of the Inland Steamer 
Companies and the Chairman of the Narayanganj Municipality who i* 
extremely anxious for the safety of the town, which is seriously 
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threatened, as the Ilon’ble Member will remember Sirajganj was 
threatened some years ago, and unless some action was taken, some 
defensive measures were adopted, a very considerable portion of the 
town which can claim to be one of the most flourishing in Eastern 
Bengal will probably disappear. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: In the course of his useful 
and most eloquent discourse upon the subject, my friend Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen Gupta made one slight error which I wish to point out. 
He '•’ii id that in a had year, the Government in the Irrigation Depart- 
ment say that it has no money, and in a good year also its plea is that 
it has no money. What he should have said — what, I am quite sure, 
he meant to have said was that in bad years the} have no money while 
in good years they have no plan, no project, no anything. The policy 
of that department is a casual, shifting, hand-to-mouth policy, and 19 
incapable of accomplishing any permanent or far-reaching good. In 
this connection 1 am reminded of a very striking reply made by one 
of the highly paid grandees of the department when examined by the 
Waterways Committee. This gentleman was a Kai Bahadur and an 
Executive Engineer. He was asked whether the department had any 
scheme in hand, and lie said “no:” whether it had any plan, scheme 
or estimate, for future operation, and the reply was “none.” He was 
asked “what do you do then?” His answer was “we keep up an 
establishment.” That was a most striking, significant and illuminat- 
ing remark. The department has clone nothing useful since its 
inception, it has never made a comprehensive Miney of the river- 
system in the country; it has no plan for continuous and extensive 
operation; it only keeps up an establishment. *aml sometimes — by way 
of variety, for the purpose of furnishing tin* establishment with an 
apology of work — it hits upon some fantastic scheme. Take my own 
district, the district ot Diibhum. Some time ago an irrigation project, 
known as the Bakreswar Canal project, was taken in hand: The canal 
has now been constructed and a fairly large sum of money, something 
over IN. 4 lakhs, has been spent over it. The canal is there, all 
complete; but there is one slight defect about it, there is no water in 
the eunal ! no source from which water can flow into it! Somehow or 
other the Engineers of the Tirigation Department overlooked this 
primary and essential feature of the thing! 

• While on the subject of my district, there is another point to which 
I should like to refer. Generally speaking, people under the impression 
thut West Bengal, u vast expanse of water-less desert, so it is, in a 
qualified measure, and through a part of the year. Throughout 
summer, the rivers almost cease to be rivers, they are just dry and 
arid ehanuels of sand extending over miles and miles with hardly a 
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flint glimmer of water twinkling among the parched masses of sand. 
Rat what a difference is presented in the rainy season ! No sooner do 
the rains commence than the rivers become full from brim to brim of 
the rich, red water of Sir William Wilcoek’s picturesque phraseology. 
Millions of tons of water rushing towards the sea or towards other 
rivers! And all this enormous mass of water is allowed absolutely to 
run to waste! No attempt is made to harness this gigantic mass of 
potential water-power — no reservoirs constructed to hold up the wuter — 
and no channels made by which the water may be led to the fields! 
And year after year this flightful waste goes on while the highly-paid 
staff ot the Irrigation Department does nothing hut “keep up an 
establishment !” One feels in his bones that something could be done 
if only there had been nn> vision, any imagination, any knowledge 
behind the department. That is m\ chief charge against the depart- 
ment, not lack of funds, which can he provided, not lack of men, there 
are plenty of them, but the absolute lack of any intelligent plan of 
operation ! Unless that can be done, it would be useless to keep up 
this department: and 1 agree with Khan Bahadur Momiu that if the 
department continues in its present wasteful career , the sooner it ia 
abolished the better. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: The Hon’ble Member has 
been presented with so many schemes that 1 will not attempt to add to 
them, but 1 have one very humble suggestion to make. I would sug- 
gest to the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department 
to visit for some time the different districts of Bengal during the term 
of hi> office. Well, Sir, in this connection one of my friends asks: 
“What ulxrnt the travelling allowance}'" I would reply that the 
amount of money that would he spent during these tours would lie very 
well spent, because the Hon'ble Member would in this wu\ acquire 
l>ersonn! knowledge of the conditions of things in tio* different parts of 
Bengal w ith legard to irrigation, and would Ik* able to add to the expert 
knowledge that he has acquired by u visit to the ancient land of Egypt. 

Apart from this, he will come in personal touch with the local 
inhabitants of the places and he may entrust them with the execution 
of local schemes and thus add to the resources of Government. He may 
succeed in persuading the local zanmularg to take interest in scheme* 
of importance in the districts and thereby solve the problem of money 
to a certain extent. Sir, speaking from my own experience, in Northern 
Bengal, I think with a little money and a little more energy wonderful 
results can be achieved in that* part of the country. What i» wanted in 
this Department is the realisation of the fact that the Irrigation 
Department is practically a development department. 
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You may have any number of schemes, but if you have not the pro- 
per drive those schemes are perfectly useless. As my friend Babu 
Jitemlralal Banner jee has said, experts have brought out many 
schemes, but most likely for want of local knowledge those schemes 
have practically become useless and the money spent on them wasted. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Several questions aie before this House for 
discussion. 1 would however confine myself to the motion of Rai 
Mahasai, because it is the motion on which 1 can speak with a certain 
amount of peisomii knowledge. This motion is intended to draw the 
attention of the House to the condition of the rivers in the Hooghly 
and Howrah districts. This question, Sir, so far as I know, has been 
engaging the attention of the Bengal Legislative Council since 
the year 101 -i. We, the people on the other side of the 
Ganges, are suffering from two diseases. Th«* first is that there 
are large tracts of land which do not produce the expected crops, 
or there is failure of crops, for want of proper irrigation. Gn the 
other hand, there are equally large portions of land which are unpro- 
ductive, because the crops aie periodically destroyed by floods. This 
mutfer was repeatedly brought to the notice of Government from the 
floor of the Bengal Legislative Council as it then was, and, Sir, we 
were given an assurance by no Jess a person than the Governor of Bengal 
at that time, that a big scheme was under preparation for the erection 
of a big reservoir at the catchment area of the Damodar from which it 
would he possible to discharge water when needed and what is more, 
Sir, the members of the Council and those interested were united at a 
meeting and shown a model of the whole scheme which was prepared 
at a heavy cost. But since then we have heard nothing about it. The 
Council has changed its nature and the constitution has been changed, 
but we have not heard a word about it. Sir, reference has been made 
to the Eden ("anal ami it has been suggested by Khan Bahadur 
Muhammad Abdul Momin that it is not a paying concern, therefore 
it ought to be given up. I, however, do not agree with him. True it 
is that the Eden Canal is not a paying concern — and why not, Sir? 
The reason is very simple and that is that we people whose lands are 
on the lwmler of the Eden Canal do not get even an ounce of water tvhen 
water is much needed in dry season and sometimes when in some places 
water is not required they are flooded with water. Therefore, it is 
obvious there is gross mismanagement of this affair. My friend Babu 
Jitendralal Bannerjee has said that the Bakreswar Canal is all right, but 
the only defect is that there is no water; so, Sir, in the Eden Canal as 
well there is no water when water is most needed during dry months, 
and the reason is that the Damodar, the Ajoy and the other rivers in 
the Burdwan Division are ijl-fed rivers. There at one time water runt 
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fftjm the bed at the rate of TO million gallons per minute and at other 
times not a bucketful of water is to be found. These are the character- 
istics, more or less, of not only the Damodar river but also of all the 
rivers in the division. The only solution of the problem is by the 
erection of a reservoir at the catchment area of the Damodar and there- 
by supplying water to the rivers and canals that flow 7 from the Damodar 
for irrigation purposes. Irrigation, drainage and agriculture go hand 
in hand and therefore irrigation, sanitation and agriculture must work 
hand in hand. But unfortunately, Sir, in Bengal these three Depart- 
ments are managed by three different Members of the Cabinet, and, I 
am afraid, there is no co-operation or cohesion between them. In the 
old days rivers and waterways— call them rivers, call them canals, 
whatever you like- a number of which took water from the Damodar, 
u«*ed to supply the needs of the agricultural population throughout the 
year. But these water channels or rivers or by whatever name you 
may call them, as has taen said by Rai Mahasai, ure dead or are dying. 
They are not dead of a natural cause, but they are dead or are dying 
because of the action taken by Government human action. The 
embankments of the railways (which have been allowed to lie made) 
without sufficient openings and the making of the mouths of these 
rivers like bottles have practically silted them up. And steps, although 
several times promised, have never been taken to make these water 
channels flow 7 and to see that there is continual flow of water. The 
othei reason*. Sir, why these rivers are dying is that Government do not 
want that these water channels should flow into the Ganges, because— 
the argument is very simple — it will carry sand into the Ganges and 
the port of Calcutta would be uffected. So the poor culti\utois must 
suffer. Calcutta, the Imperial city, must flourish and the steamer com- 
panies must flout ish — it does not matter if a few agriculturists die here 
and there. 

Sir, the Government of Bengal whether it is the Member in charge 
of the Irrigation, or the Agriculture or the Colitical Department — 
must remember that the agiiculiurist is the real Itread-w inner of the 
whole family. It is by his work and the sweat ot his brow that the 
w'eajth of the country can be pnaluced and the people can flourish. 

Sir, we have been told that there is economic distress at the present 
moment' and on account of this primary education cannot be given 
effect to, the salaries of Government servants have to be cut and *o on. 
But I want to know 7 what steps this Government has token or will take 
to increase the productivity of the land or to increase the tax-paying 
capacity of the people. Unless some action is taken by Government to 
help and improve the economic condition of the jteople, what chances 
are there for the general improvement of the condition in the near 
future? The difficulty is that the people sitting in the Writers’ Build- 
ings believe that they are the repository 7 of all wisdom, of all experience 
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and intelligence, and any outside criticism is nothing more or less than 
sheer impertinence. Sir William Wilcoeks’ scheme, as soon as it was 
printed and circulated, was turned down without examination as if it 
was a madcap’s proposal. Sir, it has been proved that the proposal of 
the Irrigation Department, as has been said by Dr. Naresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta, has been actually proved to be a failure one after another, 
and the greatest are the three white elephants — I mean the dredgers. 

Unless Government, and particularly the Irrigation Department, 
make themselves amenable to criticism: and are prepared to listen to the 
opinion of the outside people, we shall all join hands in asking for the 
abolition of the Department as early as possible. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: For the convenience of members and to save the 
time of the Council and also because I am anxious to maintain what 
I may call uniformity of debate under a particular head of the budget, 
I have been forming groups of motions, each consisting of several 
motions, more or less identical, so that these may be discussed together. 
I allowed a break in the present instance, as you* must have noticed, in 
order to break tlx* monotony of the debate, this particular grouping 
being extraordinarily large, and also to give an opportunity to members, 
other than those who had motions to move, to participate in the debate. 
I think, I should now proceed to complete my circle and cause the 
remaining motions of the group to be moved. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: That the demand of 
Rs. 23, (>(>,000 under the heads ‘15 — Irrigation’ and ‘XIII — Working 
expenses’ be reduced by Its. 1,000 (failure of the Department to tackle 
the problems ot the dead and dying rivers in Bengal with special 
reference to the condition of the Brahmaputra in the district of 
Dacca) . ’ * 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: That the 

demand of R». 23.00.000 under the heads ‘15 — Irrigation ’ and ‘XIII — 
Working expenses’ be reduced by Re. 1 (inadequate provision or absence 
of any provision for the improvement of the rivers Dlmlleswari and the 
Burigungai in the district of Dacca and for the canalisation of the Dolai 
I'hal running through the city of Dacca).” 

Mr. Pt BANERJI: I beg to move that the demand of R$. 9,27,000 
under the head “55 — Construction of Irrigation. Navigation, etc., not 
charged to revenue” l>e reduced by Ra. 101 (to raise a discussion about 
the negligence of the Department specially in the 24-Parganas and 
Jessore). 
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Sir, much lins been said about the neglect on the part of the Govern- 
ment regarding proper irrigation, and I need not add anything in that 
direction. I want specially to invite attention to the damages that 
are being done from time to time to the }>eople of the 24-Parganas 
on account of this negligence on the part of Government. The people 
of the 24-Parganas are suffering not only from the loss of crops due to 
scarcity of water hut also from inundation. There are two important 
items which demand immediate attention. The first is the re-excava- 
tion of the Katakhali khal in the water-logged area between the 
Diamond Harbour Road and the ITooghly river to the north of Faltu 
Road up to Bishnupore in the southern set t ion of the 24-Pargnnas 
and the second is the removal of the high floors of all culverts including 
the Xhirnkoi culvert on the Diamond Harbour Road and the Kalighat- 
Falta Railway bridge whic h cause obstruction to the flowing stream of 
Sriclmnda AW, stop the running of the water transport totally and 
further create a serious block to the water of some portion of the 
Katakhali klial. As regards the project of re-excavation of the 
Katakhali khnl, this had been under consideration of the Government 
of Bengal for a number of years, but it was subs<Mpiontlv dropped for 
reasons unknown to the public. In 1!)27, at the instance of the 
SukdobjHire Progressive Association, the Collector of the 24-Parganas 
prepared a scheme under the Agriculture and Sanitary Improvement 

Act, VI of 1820, and has since submitted it to the Irrigation Depart- 

ment. The public deposited Its. 24K on demand with the Collector 
of the 24-Parganas on account of the preliminary surve\ and the pre- 
paration of the now scheme. 

5 p.m. 

As regards the high floods, after a heal imjuin, the District Board 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Depaitment in the Bengal Legis- 
late e Council, dated 2 1st March, 1 040, and 22nd August, 1040, that 
the scheme was prepared long ago and what is wanted at the moment 

is to revise the rates. Now the question is how long ii will take to 

reach finality. About a quarter of a centun lias already elapsed, but 
practically no pi ogress is noticed. As a consequence there has l»een 
failure of paddy crops in this waterlogged area for the last fe'v conse- 
cutive \enrs, and malaria prevails throughout the year in the locality. 
The distress in the current year is no less acute. Many village roads 
have been washed away during the last rains and paddy-fields look 
like a \ast sheet of water during the rains. 

As regards the high floods, after a local inquiry, the District Board 
of the 24-Parganas agreed that the high floors of these culverts should 
b© removed and they thus passed a resolution on 27th January, 1831, 
for the Removal of the same. The Public Works Department authori- 
ties have since rejected their recommendations on the ground that the 
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people of the Katakhali area cannot expect the benefit of the Srichanda 
khal which is included in the Magrahat draiuage area. The Bally 
Bridge is being built at the cost of the people of the Calcutta district, 
but it does never mean that the people of other districts will not be 
allowed to reap the benefit of it. Further, while safely dealing with 
this question, the authorities have safely ignored the most important 
point, viz ., the deadlock to the water transport in the khal, which 
affects the village trade to a great extent. Furthermore, the high 
floors of such culverts are liable to be removed. 

Sir, in these cases the villagers for the last 25 yeurs have been 
trying to contribute their share, so that these difficulties may be 
removed, but this Department have from time to time turned down 
these projects. 1 would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Member to 
exix'dite the matter and also point out that in 1930 perhaps on the 
motion of my friend Maulvi Syed Majid llaksh a sum of about Its. 20 
lakhs was sanctioned for the excavation of the Bhairab and the 
Nabaganga rivers, but nearly three years are about to elapse and 
nothing has yet been done. It has been pointed out by several speakers 
in this House that if that scheme had been taken up all the excess 
water coming from the north would have jwissed directly to tin* sea 
through the Mathabhanga, Nabaganga and the Bhairab rivers, and 
that Government would have no difficulty in carrying out the scheme 
by spending a small sum. Every time whenever any such proposal 
has been suggested by a member of this House, it has been met with 
the argument of dearth of money. But I may say. Sir, it is not the 
dearth of money but the dearth of real feeling. In this connection, 
[ must say that it there had been any stretch of imagination of the 
Department money would have been forthcoming, as even the j>enple 
of these places were ready to contribute if the Government had come 
forward with schemes. They are trying to sjkmhI money in their own 
way, hut it is all fruitless without Government help. Every time 
Government say that there is no money, but I must say that there is 
no will behind the argument. Why is money necessary? It is neces- 
sary to excavate these rivers. Last year and this year we have noticed 
that many ordinary criminals have been released from prisons in order 
that accommodation could be found for the Civil Disobedience prisoners. 
Sir, if instead of releasing these prisoners, they were allowed to work 
in excavating these rivers in the interest of the general public, it is 
quite possible no extra money would have been necessary and these 
people would have been honestly employed than their committing theft 
and robberies which they are sure to commit after release. This action 
would have removed a great want and brought prosperity to the country 
which had been taken away by the irresponsible work of this Depart- 
ment. With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 
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The following motiou was called but not moved 

Of, AMULYA RATAN GH08E: “That the demand of Its. 9,27,tHH) 
under the head ‘55 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, etc . f lie 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the failure of the Department 
to eradicate the water-hyacinth nuisance and to irrigate the dying 
rivers, particularly oi the district of West Bengal).” 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motions Nos. 201, 208, 200, 274 aud dOO are 
before the House. 

Mamlvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H : Sir, some oi my friends have ex- 
pressed doubts as to why this Depirlmeiit exists. A glance at the 
budget estimates for 19-12-W, page 5, will convince nn\ 
one as to why the Department exists. 1 am referring to 
the Sumlerbans Steamer Route and the Maduripur Bhil Route. We 
find, Sir, that even the last year’s budget shows a loss of Rs. 1,01, (MM) 
in the case of the Sumlerbans Steamer Route and a loss of Rs. d,. 'll, (MM) 
in the case of the Maduripur Bhil Route, not to speak of tin* other 
losses which the Department incurred under other heads. Surely. Sir, 
this Department exists for the benefit of the Kuro|M»nn Steamer Coin- 
panics. If there was any doubt about this, that has been dispdled. 
The poor Member in charge of this Department is helpless in this 
matter, and it is useless to rebuke or criticise him that he is not doing 
his bit. lit* is trying to do his bit. 1 heard a memlier on my left to 
remark that because of the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce pre- 
vailing upon the Irrigation Department to excavate a canal somewhere 
near Narayanganj, Narayanganj is going to be wip*d out. It is 
derogatory to the foresight and intelligence of the expert and well- 
paid Engineers of the Department to say that they could not p*i reive 
it. They did perceive it, but they were helpless. The Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce came with a scheme and at their bidding the 
Department excavated the canal. It does not matter whether the 
expert Engineer* of the Department or the Member in charge foresaw 
what would happen. The Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce wanted 
it and the canal was excavated. If Narayanganj is going to be wiped 
out, some other scheme must lie found so that Narayanganj cun lie 
saved, causing damage to some other portion, and this is the grime 
of sea-saw that they are engaged in. It is idle to expect them to do 
any good to the people, unless we can thoroughly change the whole 
thing and we can make the Department take up such schemes which 
are conducive to the good of the people, and until we can do that it is 
useless to criticise the Member and say that he is not doing this or that. 

As regards the dredgers, their cost is very high, perhaps nearing 
about a* crore of rupees — I cannot give the exact figure — and a glance 
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at the budget will show that the running expenses of these dredgers 
are really very high — Rs. 5 lakhs. These dredgers are required only 
to excavate the canals which will help the Steamer Oompanies and 
these Companies get the Irrigation Department to do their own work. 
Now, the dredgers cannot be used, but of course their cost has to be 
borne, the staff has to be maintained, and perhaps there are some very 
expert Engineers whose salaries cannot be touched, but must be paid. 
Therefore, the running cost of the Department is very high. These 
and many other things sit like a nightmare upon the Irrigation Depart- 
ment, and unless these things are removed, it is difficult to make the 
Irrigation Department work. I have heard some of the members to 
remark that the Irrigation Department has not sufficient imagination, 
but I think they have enough imagination to produce at a moment’s 
notice any scheme, but where is the money to come from, and money 
will not lie forthcoming unless the object for which it is to be sj>ent 
is conducive to the interests of those to whom I have referred. Sir, 
I appreciate the difficulties of the Irrigation Department and in that 
light I would ask the Irrigation Department to be at least fair to us. 
The previous speaker has remarked that this Council passed a resolu- 
tion about three years ago for a sum of Rs. 24 lakhs for the Bhairab 
Scheme No. II and Rs. 2 lakhs for the Nabaganga Scheme, amounting 
in all to Rs. 2b lakhs, but the Department had got no money. Well, 
I would not usk the Department to give me any money, but 1 would 
simply ask if they would be so kind as to allow me to float a Company 
and to raise the necessary money in order to excavate these rivers. 
I would be satisfied with that. These are all ancient trading routes 
and have silted up owing to the policy of the Railway Department and 
of the policy the sole aim of which is to see that the business of a 
certain class of people thrives, and it is at the liehe^t of these people 
that practically at the very sources of these rivers the water which 
used to cause floods has 1 k*om bottled up. 

5-15 p.m. 

Water cannot piss through them, and therefore they are dying; 
no Irrigation Department was required to keep them flowing in the 
past till at last the Railways were opened. It is only when the Railways 
opened that these rivers began to Ik* silted up. I have already sub- 
mitted to you, and I shall go down on my knees and implore you, to 
allow me to float a Company by which I can open these canals. Allow 
me to do the work. I do not want any money. 

Reverend B. A, NAG: But if you fail? 

Mautvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Well, if I fail, no one will lose 

A Voice ; Better have a European Manager. 
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Mtulvt 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Of course I cannot go into details; 
whether we have a European Manager or Mr. Nag. But I can assure 
l|r. Nag that I will not touch even a penny out of hi» pocket; the 
money will come out of the pockets of the people of those very districts 
which are affected and which are ready to supply the funds, and I 
can assure you of one thing, and that is that 1 will not require tho 
huge sums that are calculated by the Engineers of the Irrigation 
Department. I will take a very small sum, and the work will he very 
well done, and that sum will be made up by the tolls paid if I am 
permitted to collect them from these rivers. I have already submitted 
that a large portion of the country is now blocked for any trade what- 
soever, and if trade is opened through them, I expect a \erv good boat 
traffic; I shall he able not only to raise this sum which I shall borrow, 
but a very big sum from which to pay dividends if they like. 1 do 
not know' whether the Irrigation Dejmrtment will pay any heed to 
this, but I will tell the Council that it is up to them to respect their 
own decision. They decided that the budgeted sums should he 
spent; the question is again before them in the form of an irrigation 
policy, and I request them to respect their decision. Of course, if 
a division is called on this, I would ask my friends to vote as I have 
pointed out. If you kindly look into the reappropriation account of 
the Irrigation Department for 1929-30, you will find that the budgeted 
amount cannot la 4 spent. There is always a surplus of more than 
7 lakhs of ru}>ee.s. The budgeted amount they do not kn w how to 
spend, and that is why there is a huge amount of nu>ne\ as surplus 
from year to year and for no purpo.se. That is a defect of budgeting 
in the Irrigation Department to which I draw your attention. If tho 
budget and the accounts of the Irrigation Department are proj>eily 
drawn up and 7A lakhs of rujx’es are not tied to the Irrigation Depart- 
ment for no purj^ose whatsoever, some money will be released for 
carrying out other irrigation schemes which will be of benefit In tho 
l»eople. They must leave it to better bands, if t lie* \ want good icsults. 

Well, as regards the dredgers. It was decided in one of the meet- 
ings of the Irrigation Committee that the dredgers should be adver- 
tised for sale. Of course they cannot he sold in India, but should be 
sold outside India. I do not know whether that decision of tho 
Irrigation Committee has been carried into effect and whether they 
have been advertised for sale outside Fndia. If they have not been 
so advertised, I would like to lx* enlightened as to w’hat tin* Ifon’hle 
Member has got to say on the ]*>int. Then there is another difficulty - 
difficulty about docking these dredgers. We have been told that these 
dredgers, if necessary, may he docked nt a very much lower c<*t in 
one of the docks here. I do not know whether that has Wen tried. 
These are the defects which must be corrected before the Irrigation 
Deportment can give a good account of themselves. 
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Last of all, the policy which has glided the Irrigation Department up 
till now should be altered. It was a policy of dredging— dredging this 
river, dredging that river, dredging this canal, and that canal. This 
policy of dredging should be abandoned, and a new policy of opening out 
and clearing up river routes should be pursued. If that is done at 
the same cost they are incurring now, they will be able to give some 
satisfaction to the people by improving the existing khah ; and if they 
will undertake some new work of opening out new canals, and finding 
new waterways for opening out the country, this will satisfy the 
public. 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I would do a great in- 
justice to myself and to my constituency if I do not add a few words 
about the present condition of the river which runs, though feebly, 
through my village. The name of the river is very well known to 
students of Bengali literature, it is the Kapatakshya; Michael Madhu- 
sudan Dutt received his education in that village. When I was a 
student in that village, I remember the condition of the river was too 
much flourishing, and the villagers on both sides of the river were ton 
much flourishing in health, education, money and everything; but what 
is the condition of the river now? When 1 go back to my village and 
see the present condition of things, I become furious. In the begin- 
ning it was a navigable river; now that river is entirely covered by 
water-hyacinth. With great difficulty nowadays u small boat can pass 
through that river. Khan Bahadur Momin in a good humour sug- 
gested the abolition of this Department. I say that this is not possible. 
It is a reserved subject, and therefore the question of abolition does 
not arise. 1 can suggest a practical remedy in place of the abolition 
of this Department, if the House will accept my suggestion. The 
remedy is Civil Disobedience. Some* experts of the Civil Disobedience 
Movement should come forward and suggest some measures how to 
enforce Civil Disobedience with regard to this Department, leaving 
aside all other political considerations. Really speaking, my district 
was a very prosperous district, particularly in health; there was no 
complaint absolutely. But now in my village as well as other villages 
in the entire district, there are epidemics of cholera, kala-a«ar, dysen- 
tery, etc. And what is the cause? It is because the river is not flowing 
and in the course of the next 20 years the famous Kapatakshya river 
will not be visible. Nowadays we do not go to our villages, although we 
have got a very good road from Calc utta, a good metalled road, we can 
go all the way in a motor car, and what is the intention of Government 
in metalling these Roads, leaving aside the rivers which ought to have 
been re-excavated long ago? It is probably for the benefit of the 
motor car manufacturers of London and other places that they are 
metalling these roads, leaving aside the wide question of remodelling 
or re-excavating the silted up rivers. 



n».1 * DEMANDS FOB GRANTS m 

With these words I beg to support the motion. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: We have heard so 
much against the works of this Department and the Hon’ble Member- 
in-charge, I want to say something to show the other side of the shield. 
This Deportment, like all other Departments of Government, is not 
above errors or faults, and it must be admitted that much is left to be 
done for the improvement of the country and the condition of the 
people. But, Sir, you know much of the work of this Department 
depends upon the opinion of experts and Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin, 
who was so violent in criticising the Hon’ble Member to-day, bus pul 
>everal interrogatories to the Hon’ble Member as regards the reason- 
ableness of his granting permission for the construction of a bund 
across the Noakhali khal against the opinion of the experts of the 
Department. Had not the Hon’ble Member taken up courage in both 
hands, and had he not sympathy with the interests of the people, leav- 
ing aside the vast interests of the people of Noakhali, Government 
property worth Rs. 15 or Its. 20 lakhs would have been swallowed up 
by this time by the river. Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin while he was 
in charge of the Division was also of the opinion that the burnt should 
not be constructed, and be was practically against the Ilon’ble Member, 
but the Hon ’Me Member found out that something must be done to 
Mive the town from erosion, and in spite of the opposition of the Depart- 
ment — 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: May 1 ask the 

hon’blo member wdiat is his authority for saving that the Commissioner 
of Chittagong Division was against the bund? 

A You f : General knowledge. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Not general know- 
ledge; will the Khan Bahadur sa\ that he was not against the bund? 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAO ABDUL MOMIN: No. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Then I am sorry, but 
I know positively that he was against the bund, and I think the Hon Me 
Member in charge of the Department is the right person to say whether 
the late Commissioner of the Division was against or for the bund. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BAHNERIEE: Has any member any right 
to question the accuracy of a statement of another member ? 

Mr. BftEilDENT: Ordinarily he should not; but when it is not a 
point of honour hut of facts a member may choose to uphold his own 

etatemenL 
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Baby HEM CHAHDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Then, Sir, the same 
thin# the Hon’ble Member has done with regard to Sirajganj. We 
know that the late Chief Engineer submitted a report with an estimate 
of several lakhs of rupees for the protection of Sirajganj. But the 
Hon’ble Member taking keen interest in the matter got that estimate 
reduced to two or three lakhs of rupees only and he actually did some- 
thing to save the town. So the history of this Department is not so 
blank as it has been said to be. The history of this Department has 
been described as a history of tragedies. I think it would have been 
more correct to s&y that the history of the experts of the Department is 
one of tragedies. Sir, you cannot expect the Hon’ble Member to arrive 
at an expert opinion on the matter. He will have to depend upon the 
opinion of the experts, and I think the Hon’ble Member also, if I 
remember aright, has said on some occasion that the works of the late 
Chief Engineer Mr. Addams-Williams were not satisfactory and were 
not up to his expectation. We have fortunately been relieved of his 
advice now. Another gentleman has just joined service and we shall 
wait and see what he will do for the province. Sir, the Hon’ble Member 
has also in his own capacity been doing his best to fulfil what he pro- 
mised us last year — I mean the Board of Waterways which will look 
after this problem which is a very complicated one and which requires 
much time and money. If this promise is carried out, and if a Board of 
Trustees is formed, I think this problem will be solved in the near 
future. 

Sir, this problem — that is, the problem of irrigation, navigation and 
drainage works — is not a problem which is going to be solved in a day 
or two. It must require some time and must require sufficient funds. 
I think everything is ready in regard to a good many cases and 
projects and plans are ready with the Hon’ble Member and if sufficient 
funds are forthcoming, the projects will be carried out. But at the 
present moment the Hon’ble Member is hopelessly without sufficient 
funds. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion. 


The Hon’blt AlliatfJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Mr. Presi- 
dent, Sir, it has been a pleasure to me not unmixed with amusement to 
listen to this debate and to hear various views expressed by various 
members of this House. I will begin with the Nawab Saheb. He has 
been very brief and brevity being the soul of wit, he put only one single 
question and that question I shall answer first. He asked me point 
blank whether I have any comprehensive scheme for the Department. 
I am not quite sure whether other hon’ble members 
also put that question. My answer to that would be that, that ia 
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mctiy what I am alter and I am anxious to see a policy laid down 
lot the whole Department of Irrigation. Primarily with this object 
in view, a Committee was appointed to look into the working of the 
Degpartment and to advise Government as to how to carry on the various 
activities of the Department. That Committee has submitted a report 
and has advised that certain activities of the Department should be 
separated from the others, particularly that of navigation. That is one 
of the points. 

Another point that the Committee laid stress upon, was that there 
should be a hydraulic survey and thereafter a policy should he hud 
down for the working of the Department. I think this will satisfy 
my friends on the other side, that it is the intention of the Government 
also, that as soon as Government are able to lay down a policy, for the 
whole Department, they will do so. 

Now, Sir, I come hack to the first mover — to my friend the ltai 
Mahasai. The Rai Mahasai along with many others seems to he a 
great admirer of that great man Sir William Wilcocks. They all 
spoke about him and said that Sir William Wilcocks paid a visit to 
Bengal which w'as followed a year after by another visit, and be laid 
down a clear cut scheme whereby Bengal could be saved and things of 
that kind. Sir, I had not the privilege of being in office on the occa- 
sion of his first visit, that was, speaking from memory, in 1928, when 
he visited Bengal for the first time. I remember his next visit which 
was in 1930. I was then in office and I can tell the House that I for 
one never brushed his suggestions aside, but gave him a patient hear- 
ing. He presented me with a copy of the lectures he had delivered at 
the Calcutta University. These lectures I read very carefully. Ques- 
tions were then put to me in the Council and inquiries were made 
whether Mr. Addams-Williams had written anything by way of 
criticism of the lectures of Sir William Wilcocks. To that I said that 
Mr. Addams-Williams did write something, but these criticisms were 
not made public. Thereafter, a request was made to me that these 
criticisms should see the light of day. I at once accepted the sugges- 
tion and asked the late Chief Engineer to write a fresh criticism of 
all the lectures that were delivered by Sir William Wilcocks and sub- 
mit them to Government. The criticisms of the late Chief Engineer 
were written up and were submitted to Government. This was placed 
in my hands this time last year, hut I had no time to go through them 
at that time. I, however, sent his criticism to Sir William Wilcocks 
and asked him to write a further criticism on this criticism of 
Mr. Addams-Williams. This red book represents the whole case which 
is now available to the public and any hon’ble member of this House 
can get a copy of it at a very modest price of Re. l-l i. It can he had 
at the Government Rook Dep6t and it contains ail the criticisms on 
both sides. 
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Rut to resume. Sir William Wilcocks seemed to have captured 
the imagination of the whole of Bengal and laid down a scheme which 
would give to Bengal a panacea whereby the whole problem of irriga- 
tion, navigation and everything else could be solved. But if I refuse 
to be goaded by the hon’ble members of this House and if I refuse to 
allow Sir William Wilcocks to capture my imagination without first 
studying the situation in all its aspects, is it fair for my hon’ble friend 
the Khan Bahadur to blame me!' I took the trouble of going all the 
way to Egypt to see for myself the great and wonderful Irriga- 
tion works which have been done there. I have visited the great 
Aswan Dam which has transformed arid deserts into smiling fields. 
But it ift neither here nor there. I went there to find out whether the 
conditions in that country were in any way similar to those of Bengal. 
One’s imagination is no doubt captured when a reference is made to 
the Blue Nile and the White Nile and so forth, but there can be no 
comparison between the Nile and our rivers. I met Sir William several 
times and he gave me his views. We have be/n told by some members 
of this House that the Aswan Dam was constructed by Sir William 
Wilcocks, but the fact is that it was constructed by a group of inter- 
national Engineers. 

It is true that the idea was first conceived by Sir William Wilcocks 
who, working under instruction of Sir Charles Scott-Moncrieff, first 
made the necessary surve> and plan*. The actual design adopted was 
that by Sir Benjamin Baker, a member of the International Commission. 

It took five years to complete the construction from 1907 to 1912. Sir * 
William Wilcocks bus been described us the author, as the builder of 
Nile irrigation. My friend Mr. Suhrawanh paid great compliments 
to Sir William Wilcocks last year, and I am sorry he has arrived 
here too late to-day to do the same thing. 

Th is Aswan Dam was made at a <*ost of £9,(KK),(XH) ; its construc- 
tion took five years, from 1907 to 1912; its original height was 44 
metres, but it is again being raised to 53$ metres. I was there while 
the operations were going on. Thus SiT William Wilcocks was not 
the author of this Dam, hut there is no question that he is a great 
Engineer of ^orld-wide reputation. There is no question of that. He 
was the builder of that wonderful Barrage in Iraq which is known as 
the Hindiyn Barrage, hut this was done nearly a quarter of a century 
ago. He was commissioned by the Turks to build the Barrage. Stand- 
ing on the Barrage one could not but recall the day when that great 
tragedy took place at Kerbala. One could not forget the scenes that 
are described along with that tragedy. 

BifcU dlTEMDRALAL BANNERdlE: On a point of order. Arc 
we concerned with this interesting historical detail? 
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; Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid those scenes are going to be re- 
enacted here. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: So much 
haa been said about Sir William Wilcocks that I thought it my duty 
to clear up all the cobwebs that have clustered round the name of Sir 
William Wilcocks. Sir William Wilcocks was really responsible for 
that wonderful Barrage, the llindiya Barrage, which transformed the 
country. But what did Sir William Wilcocks tell me this time about 
Bengal? That will be interesting. He admitted that conditions in 
Bengal were totally different from the conditions in Egypt. He said: 
“Nile does not behave in the same way as do rivers, like the Ganges 
and Brahmaputra.” He did not advocate our launching into an exten- 
sive Barrage. He suggested that we should first judiciously cut at 
certain places the high embankments along some of our rivers to let the 
flood water flow into our fields. This is a scheme which is very 
different from the schemes which he has put forth elsewhere. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : If the Hon’ble Member would rend 
the scheme which Sir William Wilcocks suggested he would find that 
this was exactly what he said. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI; No one has 

a greater admiration for Sir William Wilcocks than myself, and 1 do 
not even yield to you, but I wish to remind you that all his wonderful 
works were consummated some 25 years ago. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Does the Hon’ble Member insinuate 
that all old men are senile? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot interrupt the Hon’ble Member while 
he is speaking. You cannot rise unless he gives way. 

The Hon’ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI; Then* is no 
question that he is held in great regard and esteem : there is no doubt 
about his great engineering skill; there is no question of the wonderful 
things that he did in Egypt, but the fact is that all this tvas done 20 to 
25 years ago. Members of this House will he interested to know that 
at the present moment he occupies his time as a missionary and is 
trying to translate the Bible into colloquial Egyptian Arabic. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Has this anything to do 
with Sir William Wilcocks’ scheme w 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I am afraid the Iion’blc Member in taking ad- 
vantage of my iguorance of Egyptian romance. (Laughter.) 
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Mr. H« i. tUHRAWARDY: May I point out that this work is 
missionary work so far as Sir William Wilcocks is concerned P 


The Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: 1 may tell 
the House that I spent a very agreeable and instructive time while I 
was in Egypt. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: He seems to be 
still in Egypt. 

The Hon’ble Alhad] Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: As the pre- 
vious speakers had all transported themselves to Egypt, I had no option 
but to go along with them all the way to Egypt. This Department has 
been the recipient of a lot of unmerited expressions and ignorant criti- 
cisms. Some members of this House said that the Department has done 
nothing, that the dead and dying rivers are still dying and that the 
Department is sleeping and so on. That is one side only, but there is 
another side of the shield. 

The problem of dead and dying rivers may be divided as follows: — 

(1) maintenance of navigable waterways and renewal of those 

which have deteriorated ; 

(2) keeping open and flushing old river channels mainly from the 

point of view of sanitation and drainage. 

As regards (!) this Department spends considerable sums annually 
on maintaining the most important strainer and boat routes, the most 
important being the Sunderhans Steamer Route. It is said that some 
of the steamer routes are maintained solely for the benefit of European 
commerce. I deny it totally. It is most important to keep a connecting 
link by water between Eastern and Western Bengal, but that is not for 
European commerce only. It is not in the interest only of European 
commerce. 

Maulvi 8Y1D MAJID BAK8H: Let them pay their way. 

Tht Hon’ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: There is also 
considerable annual expenditure on the maintenance of the Dballeswari, 
the Ganges and Mahananda and this work has Wen entrusted to the 
Steamer Companies. A scheme which was recently carried out was the 
opening up of the Lohajang river in the Tangail subdivision. The 
following are the more important schemes under this head; I mean the 
Alai pur and Demorta khaU and the Dholai khal. It is not possible to 
fight against nature. Many of the waterways as is natural in a deltaic 
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O&fcatry which is built up by rivers are doomed to decay, however much 
§p*y bs spent on them. It is nevertheless true that much could be done 
m the way of revival and maintenance of minor routes. 

As regards (2) maintenance and flushing of old river channels for 
drainage and sanitary purposes, if we take works which have been exe- 
cuted in the last few years only we have the excavation of the silted 
up Amirabad khal in Midnapore for draining the Amirabad and Contai 
basins ; the Gobra Nala scheme in Murshidabad and the Bhoirab scheme 
in the Meherpur subdivision of the Nadia district. The latest reports 
on flushing the area east of the Damodar in the districts of Burdwan 
and Hooghly show that a good many of the obstruction bunds have been 
removed and that water taken by a cut from the Damodar found its way 
into the Hooghly through the northern and southern branches of the 
Saras wati. 

Among the more important schemes which have a similar object in 
view are the Amta scheme, the Bhairab II scheme and its subsidiary 
scheme and other schemes in Jessore, the Soadighi Gangakhali scheme 
in Midnapore, the Jaboona Project No. II in Jessore, Nadia and 24-Par- 
ganas and a number of others. There are a few minor schemes in con- 
templation. To mention a few, the Harahutugunj drainage scheme iu 
the 24-Parganas, re-excavation of the Narod river, flushing Baralai river, 
improvement of Atrai river, drainage of Ohalan Bil, flushing of Tulsi- 
ganga river. In Malda re-excavation of old beds of Mahananda river. 

Here again it is simply a question of funds and for want of funds it 
is impossible to give effect to them. I may say that the Bhairab II 
scheme was worked out very carefully and estimates were prepared and 
the total cost came to the large sum of Rs. 26 lakhs. Naturally it was 
not possible to find this money and it could not be done; it has remained 
on paper only and Government have not been able to launch it. 

My thanks are due to the present incumbent of the post of Chief 
Engineer (I say this because I find an lion 'bit* member opposite has 
actually tabled a motion about him) who was selected after great care 
and who has been able to make a gesture in order to do something with 
regard to the Bhairab II scheme. 

(Here the time allotted for the discussion of the demand under the 
head “XIII, 16, 16 (/), 16 and 66 — Irrigation” having been reached, 
the Hon’hle Member resumed his seat.) 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

"That the demand of Rs. 10,17,000 under the head ‘16 — Irrigation — 
Other revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenue' be reduced 
by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the failure of the Department to tackle 
the outstanding irrigation problems of Bengal, viz., water-hyacinth and 
the deed and djing rivers of Bengal with special reference to the condi- 
tion of, rivers and other waterways in the districts of Hooghly and 
Howrah).*’ 
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‘'That the demand of R«. 10,17,000 under the head ‘16 — Irrigation*-'* 
Other revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenues * be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (inadequate provision for improvement of rivers and other 
waterways in the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh),” 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 10,17,000 under the head “16 

Irrigation — Other revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenues” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the irrigation policy of Government 
and its failure to tackle the vital problem of the dead and dying rivers 
of Bengal) was then put and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYE* 


AM, Msulvi HatMUi. | 

Bskah, Msulvi Shaik Rahim. 

Bakth, Msulvi Syad Majid. 

■anarji, Mr. F. 

B a nnarjsa » Babu Ji (and ratal. 

•••u, Mr. Naraudra Kumar. 

Bass, Mr. S. M. 

Chatter jaa, Mr. •. c. 

Chaudhuri, asbu Kiahari Mahan. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi All- 
muzxsmsn. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Daman Haidar. 
Ohsudhury, Maulvi Nural Abtar. 

Ohswdhury, Maulvi Abdul Qbani. 

Dai, Rai Bahadur Satyandra Kumar. 

QbaM, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 

Buha, Babu Frsfutla Kumar. 

Gupta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Mssbabty, Maulvi Syad Jataluddin. 

Haqua, Kati Emdadui. ; 


Hatain, Nawab Musharraf, Khan Bahadur* 
Hoaaain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

KaMm, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamituddin. 

Maili, Mr. R. 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Mssksrjas, Mr. tyamapraaad. 
Mukhspadbaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Mas, Babu Suk Lai. 

Rahman, Maulvi Azfnar. 

Rahman Mr. A. F. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Khtttsr Mahan. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shakharaaarar. 

Ray Chowdhury, Babu Satith Chandra. 
Raut, Babu Hatani. 

Roy, Babu Satyandra Nath. 

San Gupta, Dr. Narath Chandra. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 


NOE* 


Armatrsng, Mr. W. L 
Austin, Mr. 4 , M. 

Bat, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bnl» Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Fanshanan. 

Bartlay, Mr. C. 

BMir Uddtn, Khan Sahib Msulvi 
Mahammsd. 

Bfrkmyrt, Mr. H. 

Bland y, Mr. K. N. 

Battamlay, Mr. 4 . M. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Matzur 
Rahman. 

Chawdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Caban, Mr. O. 4 . 

Csppingsr, Majar-Gsnarai W. V. 

Caspar, Mr. C. * 

Osin, Mr. fl. R. 

Dss, Rsl Bahadur (Camisi Kumar, 

Farsqui, tha Mantels Nawab K. B. M., 


Bangs 1 1 , Rai Bahadur Snail Kumar. 

Ghsaa, tha Nan’bla Sir B. B. 

Qhuznavi, tha Mantels AthadJ Sir Abdtte 
harim. 

Qilahriat, Mr. R. ft. 

Gssnka, Rai Bahadur Badrtdaa. 

Buha, Mr. F, N. 

Gurnar, Mr. C. W. 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Karr, Mr. W. 4 . 

Khan, Maulvi Amin-ui’Zaman. 

Khan, Mr. Rasaur Rahman. 

Uaaan, Mr. SL W. 

Marr, (ha Hsn'bta Mr. A. 

Millar, Mr. C, C. 

Multiak, Mr. Muhunda Bahary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 

Mazimuddin, tha Mantels Mr. KBvaj*. 
Ordiah, Mr. 4 . B. 

Ormand, Mr. K. C. 


Fswaut, Mr. L. R. 

Farraatar, Mr. 4 . Campbsll. 


Fhilpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Frantiaa, tha Mantels Mr. W. O. R. 
Rahman, Mr. A. f. M. Abdur- 
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*£u NM^Mns^rtymn. 
Mr. 4 . 


R*y» Mr. Iirtt Kumar. 

R**, Mm Hwt*blf Mr. Bijoy PrmoaH tint*. 


Huy CMudlHirt, Bobu Horn OMuMrau 
taaiatullsti, Maulvi Muhammad. 


Btrhar, fcr JadueatB. 

larhor, Rat Uhib Rabati Mabaa. 

•mi, Mr. B. R, 

Thamaa, Mr. M. P. 

Traoora, Hr LaneaMt 
Wi Human, Mr. N. R. 

Wardaararm, Mr. W. 6. 

Wort hint tan, M r . R. M. 


The Ayes being 41 and the Noes 58, the motion win* lost. 


& p.m. 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

‘‘That the demand of Rs. 10,17,000 under the head 4 15 — Irrigation' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge the necessity of irrigation works in the 
district of Mymensingh and some other districts of East Bengal)/' 

“That the demand of Rs. 9,27,000 under the head ‘56 — Construction 
of Irrigation, Navigation, etc., not charged to revenue’ be reduced by 
Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion about the negligence of the Department 
specially in the 24-Parganas and Jessore).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 32,98,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the heads “XIII — Irrigation — Working expenses,” “16 — Other 
revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenue,” “Jo (/) — Other 
revenue expenditure financed from Famine Relief grants.’ “lfi — Con- 
struction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works 
financed from ordinary revenue” and “65— Construction of Irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works not charged to revenue” 
was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the heads “XIII, 15, 15 (7), 16 and 55- 
Irrigation ” were not called, owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

total AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 10,17,000 
under the head *15 — Irrigation’ he reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw atten- 
tion to the failure of the Department to tackle the problem of the dead 
river Bhairab).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8KAH: “That the demand of Rs. 10,17,0(11/ 
under the head ‘16— Irrigation— Other revenue expenditure financed 
from ordinary revenues’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion 
about the plan of construction of the Meghna Bridge).” 

Batal SATItH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYl “That the 
demand of Rs. 10,17,000 under the head ‘16— Irrigation — Other revenue 
expenditure financed from ordinary revenues' be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
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(to draw attention to the necessity and urgency of imprbting the drainage 
of Tejkhali-Moragang rivers and of the draining of the Bardaha Pabia- 
daha bil waters within union boards Sarachar, Ramdi and Kaliarchar, 
police-station Bajitpur, and Kuliarchar, subdivision Kishoreganj, 
Mymensingh, as a means of driving out malaria and prevention of des- 
truction of crops by excessive floods).*’ 


Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 10,17,000 under the head ‘15 — Irrigation* be reduced by Bs. 500 
(to draw the attention of the Government to the extreme difficulty of 
steamer communication in Tangail subdivision).** 


Mr. 8. M. B08E: “That the demand of Hs. 10,17,000 under the 
head ‘15 — Irrigation — Other revenue expenditure financed from ordinary 
revenues* be reduced by Bs. 101 (to call attention to the appointment of 
outsiders to important posts in the Irrigation Department).** 


Rai 8ATYENDRA KUMAR DA8 Bahadur: “That the demand of 
Bh. 10,17,000 under the head ‘15 — Irrigation — Other revenue expenditure 
financed from ordinary revenues' be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a 
discussion about failure of the Department to carry out urgent plans 
of irrigation affecting sanitation with special reference to the canalisa- 
tion of Dolai khal at Dacca).’* 


Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: “That the demand of Rs. 10,17,000 
under the head ‘15 — Irrigation — Other revenue expenditure financed 
from ordinary revenues’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the 
havoc caused by water-hyacinth and the necessity of taking active steps 
for its suppression).** 

Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: That the demand of 
Bs. 10,17,000 under the head ‘15 — Irrigation — Other revenue expendi- 
ture financed from ordinary revenues’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw th<» 
attention of Government to the necessity of taking steps to dredge the 
Monikhali khal in the district of the 24-Parganas) . ” 


Kail EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Bs. 10,17,000 
under the head *5— Irrigation* be reduced by Be. 1 (to discuss the atti- 
tude of the Government in irrigation matters^ ” 
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Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHi/RY: “That the demand of 
B§+ 10,17,000 under tbs bead *15 — Irrigation — Other revenue expendi- 
ture financed from ordinary revenues* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the 
attent'ou of Government to cut as early as possible the Katakhali khai 
^between Bhorashanga and Peskar hdt in Chittagong).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 

Rs. 10,17,000 under the bead ‘15 — Irrigation — Other revenue expenditure 
financed from ordinary revenues’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention 
to the desirability of decreasing the channel toll tax from annus 8 to 
annas 4 of Muli bamboos per hundred in Fhittagong owing to the 
reduction of the price of bamboos).” 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: ‘That the demand ot It*. 1 ,5:1,000 
under the head ‘XIII — Irrigation — Working expenses — Maintenance 
and repairs of Madaripore Bil Route’ be reduced by Re. 1 (insufficient, 
sluices and gates along the hank).” 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: “That the demand 

of Rs. 1,21,600 under the head XIII — Irrigation — Working expenses— 
Maintenance and repairs — Dredgers Ronaldshny, Cowley and Bxtrdwan ’ 
be refused.” 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REbATI MOHAN 8ARKER: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 13,49,000 under the head ‘XIII — Irrigation — Working expenses’ he 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the sufferings of the cultiva- 
tors of the Gopalganj subdivision in the district of Faridpur on account 
of the construction and maintenance of a Irnnd with insufficient number 
of gates and sluices along the eastern hank of the Madaripore Bil Route 
canal).” 

Balm 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: That the demand of 

Rs. 23,66,000 under the heads ‘15 — Irrigation' and ‘XIII — Working 
expenses’ be reduced by Rs. 3,00,000.” 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 23,66,000 
under the heads ‘15— Irrigation’ and ‘XIII— Working expenses’ be 
reduced by Ra. 1,00,000.” 

Babu 8UK LAL NAG: “That the demand of Rs. 23,66,000 under 
the heads *16 — Irrigation’ and ‘XIII — Working expeuHes’ He reduced 
by Rs. 1,00,000.” 
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fHu lafcib AKSHOY KUMAR Af Ms ‘That tha demand of 

B§. 23,66,000 under tka heads *16 — Irrigation’ and ‘XIII — Working* 
expenses’ be reduced by Bs. 2,000 (to raise a discussion about ike dredg- 
ing of the river Chandana within the district of Faridpur).” 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of 
R». 28,66,000 under the heads *15 — Irrigation* and ‘XIII — Working 
expenses’ be reduced by Bs. 100 (to raise a discussion about the neces- 
sity of tackling the problem of water-hyacinth in Bengal without further 
delay).” 


Rai KAMINI KUMAR DA8 Bahadur: “That the demand of 
Bs. 23,66,000 under the heads ‘15 — Irrigation’ and ‘XIII — Working 
expenses’ be reduced by Bs. 65 (to raise a discussion how a very big 
amount is being spent for this purpose without corresponding gains and 
also to devise means for improving cultivation by means of irrigation).” 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rn. 2f3,6G,000 under the heads ‘15 — Irrigation’ and ‘XIII — Working 
expenses’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the failure to 
devise workable scheme for the protection of Noakhali town and the 
want of a provision for necessary protective measures).” 


Babu 8UK LAL NAC: “That the demand of Rs. 23,66,000 under 
the heads ‘15 — Irrigation’ and ‘XIII — Working expenses’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of Government for not furnishing any 
sum to reclaim the Alaipur and Bcmorta khah in the district of 

Khulna).” 

Kltin Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: That the 
demand of Rs. 23,66,000 under the heads ‘15 — Irrigation’ and ‘XIII — 
Working expellees' be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the 
necessity of economy by amalgamating Irrigation and Civil Works „ 
Road and Buildings, under one control).” 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: That the demand of 
Rs, 8,20,000 under the head ‘55 — Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Works not charged to revenue — Pro- 
ductive worl^f be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the inadequacy 
Of the grant and raise a discussion on the policy of the Government with 
regard to productive works).” 
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HUNINDRA DB1 RAI M AH ASA I : “That the demand of 

E®* 9,20,000 under the head *55 — Construction of Itnjration, Nsrige* 
tloft) Embankment and Drainage Works not charged to revenue — A. — 
Irrigation Works be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about 
the embankments on the Shelai river from Srirumpur to Ganchiar. from 
Baghpota to Radhachak, Pauna circuit embankment, etc.).” 

Kazi EHDADUL HOQUE: That the demand of Rs. 0,20,000 
under the bead ‘55 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank* 
ments, etc. — A — Irrigation Works* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise 
Government in abandoning some embankments in the Ghatal circuit of 
the Midnapore district).** 

Hr. R. HAITI: “That th<* demand of Its. 0,20,000 under the 
head ‘55— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation. Embankment and 
Drainage Works not charged to revenue — A — Irrigation Works’ he re- 
duced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the failure of tin* department to 
tackle the drainage problems in the district of Midnapore against annual 
Hoods).** 

Haji BAOI AHHED CHOWDHURY : That the demand of 
Rv 9,20,000 under the head *.Vi — Construction of Ii rigation, Navigation, 
etc. * be reduced by Rs. 5 (no necessity of Suf>erintending Engineers in 
the Irrigation Department in Bengal).” 

Dr. MARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: That the demand of 
IN. 4,500 under the head ‘55 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works not ( barged to revenue — 11 — Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage — Productive works’ be reduced by Re. 1 
<to raise a discussion on the failure of Government to take any steps to 
avert disastrous floods notably in Eastern Bengal and to urge the expe- 
diency of starting researches for the purpose).” 

HUNINDRA DEB RAI HAHA9AI: ‘That the demand of 

Rs. 9,27,000 under the head ‘55 — Construction of Irrigation, etc.’ 
be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the necessity of raising 
a loan of Rs. 5 crores and to the appointment of a committee to explore 
the possibilities of doing the same).” 

Mm HBH CHANDRA ROY OHOUDHURIl That the demand 
of Rs. 9,27,000 under the head ‘55— Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Works not charged to revenue* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about Government’s failure 
to make reasonable contribution towards cost of construction and main- 
tenance of the bitnd across the Noakhali khal).” 
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Rftl KESHAB CHANDRA BANE Rtf I Bate**: “That the demand 

of Rs. 9,27,000 under the head ‘55 — Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, etc/ be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge the abolition of the Department 
of Irrigation).” 

Miulvi BY ED MAJID BAK8H: “That the demand of Rs. 32,93,000 
under the heads ‘XIII, 15, 16 and 55 — Irrigation’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
[to raise a discussion for not making any provision of expenditure under 
the heads ‘15 ( 1 ) — Irrigation — Other revenue expenditure financed from 
famine relief grants/ and ‘16— -Irrigation — Construction of Irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works’]/’ 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: “That the demand of Rs. 32,93,000 
under the heads ‘XIII, 15, 16 and 55 — Irrigation' be reduced by Rs. 5 
(to raise a discussion on the failure of Government to make provision for 
the Bhairab drainage scheme II with the supplementary scheme as 
passed by the Council).” 


22— General Administration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 95,38,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “22 — General 
Administration.” 

Sir, this grant covers practically every brunch of the administra- 
tion and I do not propose to make any speech in support of the demand. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI : I beg to move that the demand 
of lts. 2,800 under the head “22A — .Staff and Household of the Govern- 
or — Private Secretary — Hill and Dacca Allowances” be refused. 

Mr. President, Sir, in doing so I should like to submit at the outset 
that I voice the sentiments of a large section of my countrymen when 
I rise to protest against the hill exodus policy of Government. Sir, the 
country is petting through unprecedented financial crisis, for which 
an all-round retrenchment of 10 per cent, has been extended even in 
the poor salary of forty-rupee clerks. Sir, the retrenchments which 
have been made have not been found sufficient to make the two ends 
meet. Bengal is faced with a huge deficit. To balance the budget 
and to run the ordinary administration, Government is about to incur 
an unproductive debt of about two crores of rupees at a high rate of 
interest. Sir, may I ask, is this the proper time to spend money on 
luxuries P — I purposely call hill exodus a luxury, and not a necessity. 
Had it been so, the industrial and commercial magnates who piled 
crores upon crores on business would have removed their offices to the 
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MBs daring the summer and the autumn seasons, the banks and the 
exchange clearing houses would have followed in their trail. But that 
h«m not been the case. Sir, the European merchant princes come of 
the same stock as our rulers and have been bred and brought up under 
t&e same climatic conditions. The only difference, perhaps, was that 
they lived upon the returns of their invested capital while our rulers 
lived not upon the investment of their own capital but upon our reve- 
nues over which they have got unfettered control. It is to be regretted 
that even in these days of acute economic distress, they should have 
no scruples to provide for their luxuries even when the money lmd to 
be raised by borrowing on the security of the revenues of the province. 
Sir, if a large section of the influential European community can work 
in the plains at all seasons of the year, I do not find any reason why 
the public exchequer should be wasted in providing funds for the 
luxury of the officialdom of Bengal. If they wanted luxury, lei them 
enjoy it at their own expense. Fat salary is attached to the member* 
of the heaven-born service and any further allowance would be incom- 
patible with the economic crisis with which the country was con- 
fronted. If the Private Secretary is required to follow his master, 
let them privately adjust the travelling accounts among themselves — 
the de jure and the de facto , instead of laying hands on the depleted 
exchequer. It was a matter of the deejiest regret that our rulers 
seldom identified themselves with the weal and woes of the teeming 
millions placed under their charge. Rulers of the type of Uaroun- 
nl-Rashid have become rare in these so-called civilised days. 

Sir, if the Private Secretary or any other member of the heaven- 
born service felt it uncongenial to work under the tropical sun at all 
seasons of the year, they were at liberty to go back to their own coun- 
try and there seek out jobs carrying better salaries and emoluments, 
if possible under congenial climatic conditions, among their own kith 
and kin. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the accejrtance 
of the House. 

Til# Hon’bfe Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I have one small suggestion to 
make, which I think will save the time of this House, if the mover 
of this motion and the other gentlemen who have also submitted 
motions as regards the exodus to Darjeeling accept it. If these gentle- 
men are prepared not to move these motions, I can assure them that 
the whole question of the hill exodus will be placed before the proposed 
Retrenchment Committee. If the movers are prepared to accept this 
assurance, then the time of the Council will he saved. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 
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Mr. NARENORA KUMAR lASUl In new of the assurance given 

by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr, I do not propose to move the motions standing 
in my name. 

[At 6-16 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassfliil- 
bled at 6-26 p.m.] 

Mfttffvi HASS AN ALIS Sir, I beg 1 to move that the demand of 
Rs. 34,600 under the head “22A — Staff and Household of the Govern- 
or — Private Secretary” be reduced by Rs. 1,000. 

Sir, the reason for this motion is that it is superfluous. My out 
is purely an economy cut. Under the present economic circumstances 
of Bengal, I think this demand lor a Private Secretary to His Excel- 
lency the Governor of Bengal is superfluous and a luxury. These terms 
“superfluous and luxury” are relative terms. What is a necessity in 
good days becomes a luxury and a superfluity in bad days, and there 
can be no doubt that Bengal has never seen such bad economic distress 
as it is passing through now during the last 50 years. 1, therefore, 
say, Sir, that this demand is superfluous and luxurious. With, these 
few words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

THfl Hofl'We Mf. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Sir, as far as 1 can gather, 
the mover of this “cut” motion wants to do uwa\ with the post of 
Private Secretary to Ifis Excellency the Governor of Bengal, as being 
a luxury, in other words he is reluctant to give the Governor a Private 
Secretary. I do not think that anybody in this House with any experi- 
ence of the work that His Excellency has got to do can fail to realise 
that it is absolutely impossible for him to earn* on the work without 
a Private Secretary. I do not think that I need waste the time of the 
(Council further on this mutter as the proposal is such an unsound one. 

The motion of Maulvi Ilassan Ali was then put and lost. 


Ml\ BAR AT CHANDRA BALs I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 34,600 under the head “22A— Staff and Household of the Govern- 
or-— Private Secretary” be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy 
of the Government in not appointing any qualified candidates belonging 
to the depressed classes in the Private Secretary's Office). ’ 

Sir, I know that it is not the proper place to ventilate the grievances 
fof the backward classes in detail, but still I wish to say a few words 
on behalf of these classes now. 

My motion is a very simple one and in moving this motion I wish 
to draw the attention of the Hon'ble Membei in charge of the Depart- 
ment to the disadvantages of the candidates belonging to the depressed 
-classes for want of a definite policy. 
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Sir, I think that all the hon’ble members of this House will find, 
if they kindly take little trouble to have a look at the cut motions >n 
this agendo, that almost under every head of demands there are more 
than one motion tabled by the representatives of the depressed classes 
in which they wish to draw the attention of the Government to the 
disadvantages of the candidates of the depressed classes in the matter 
of appointments. But it is a strange thing to the representatives of 
the depressed classes and to those who have any sympathy for them 
to find that such motions are fortunately in such order that very few 
of those motions will catch the eyes of time. Sir, truly speaking, our 
benign Government have got no definite policy before them. It is no 
fault of the Government. We cannot blame them. If any one is res- 
ponsible for the want of any such policy it is the backward classes 
themselves. It is their ignorance, their poverty and their sujierstitious 
belief in certain canons of the Hindu Sastrax that made them meek 
like the lamb. They thought that the administration of the country 
is to be carried on bv certain classes and they believed that it is a sin 
to have a share of it. But, Sir, such superstitious belief began to 
disappear along with the British rule. The British rule has ushered 
a new era in the life history of the backward classes ami I think and 
I l>elieve that if through the grnce of God the British sovereignty con- 
tinues for a few centuries more, the Imckward classes will find themselves 
at the head of all the departments and the so-calledi advanced classes, 
who are now carrying on the administration of this country, w*iTl find 
themselves in the same position in which the Imckward classes are 
now. 

Sir, Government sendees are not for any particular class. It can 
never l>e so. Sir, in a country divided by castes and creeds it can never 
be the desire of the Government that the advanced classes will mono- 
polise all the services, whereas the backward classes will not get a 
definite share of it. Sir, the Muslims of Bengal are a backward class 
and that class has got in every department a definite share of appoint- 
ments and now we find that that class is making rapid progress. 
What that class justly deserved, that class has only very recently 
begun to get. But, Sir, the Namasudras and other backward classes 
are even now in a very helpless condition. 

Sir, in Bengal the population of the depressed classes is 11 J millions, 
that is to say, a quarter of the total population. But, Sir, may I know 
from the Hon’ble Member whether those classes have got their men 
in proportion to their population in even* department, not to speak 
0# the office of the Private Secretary? Do the Government consider 
Hint there are no qualified men belonging to these classes even to hold 
the office of a clerk in this department? Sir, I can assure the Govern- 
ment that there are qualified young men, but they do not find any 

18 
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opportunity to assert their legitimate demands. W© have heard much 
of sympathetic words and we can no more remain satisfied with any 
assurance unless and until we are informed what definite step© the 
Government intend to take to give the depressed classes a definite 
share of appointments. 

Sir, I think that, taking into consideration the population strength 
and their helpless condition, the Government would be pleased to 
reserve at least 26 per rent, of appointments in every department, 
especially in the Private Secretary s office, for the depressed classes. 
With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, if Mr. Bal’s motion had 
been more ambitious I would have had the greatest pleasure in support- 
ing it. If he had wanted that the Private Secretary should be recruited 
from the depressed classes, or better still if he had proposed that His 
Excellency himself should come from the depressed classes— if that had 
been the substance of the motion— I would have had the pleasure of 
supporting him. But, as it is, what does he suggest? A mere paltry 
clerkship in the Private Secretary’s office! This is really in the nature 
of an anti-climax ! It is doing a great injustice to the great depressed 
community, of which there are so many worthy representatives on the 
benches over there! Out of respect and consideration for them and the 
classes which they represent, I would respectfully ask my friend to 
withdraw this motion and bring forward a more ambitious and fai- 
reaching proposal which will certainly receive the unanimous support 
of everybody. 

BftlMl AMULYADHAN RAY • Sir, I support wholeheartedly what 
my friend, Mr. Bui, has said. More than once on the floor of this 
House this unfortunate question of these unfortunate people has been 
threshed out threadbare; but nothing has so far been done as a matter 
of policy, and the Government, far from doing anything, have treated 
our requests as mere Avast epnper. Deputation after deputation has 
been waited on and representation after representation has been made, 
but Government have, fur from paying any heed to them, treated them 
as mere wastepaper. It has been said in this very House that the 
question of the appointment from the backward classes is always before 
the Government and the matter is being examined in detail and will 
receive a very sympathetic consideration at the hands of Government; 
but I will ask the Hon’ble Member to-day whether tbe demand of the 
backward classes in the matter of appointments will always remain 
backward and behind, or whether the matter will ever be examined and 
our candidates will ever be plucked or the very sympathetic considera- 
tion receive a systematic go-by. With these few words I support this 
motion. 
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Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Sir, although I deeply sympathise with 
®? speaker and the honourable mover of this 'motion, I feel that 
Isoy must really think the matter over before bringing forward a 
resolution of this character. Who are the depressed classes ? We have 
in Bengal about 60 or 70 sub-castes which are grouped together under 
the caption of “depressed classes. M As between these different sub- 
castes, there is no inter-social relation. My two friends will certainly 
refuse to dine or even to have tea with a member belonging to the caste 
immediately on the lower rung of the social ladder. They will certainly 
refuse to have dinner with a Chamar or a Muchi ns I would willingly do. 

I challenge my friends to answer first whether they would dine with 
him. I invited a Namasudra to dine with me and lie refused on the 
ground that I had lost my caste by going to England. This is the first 
point. How can Government give a clerkship, on this principle, to a 
Namasudra rather than to a gentleman who also belongs, according to 
my friends, to the depressed class, but w ith w hom a Namasudra would 
not even dine? 

The second difficulty is that these gentlemen do not realist* that they 
will al ways remain depressed if they ask for this sort of special treat* 
ment. We see right before our eyes our friends like Mr. Hal and 
Mr. Mukunda Hehary Mullick; and let me ask how have they obtained 
their conterminous positions with the higher castes? They have done 
so by educating themselves. The real question is that the men of the 
depressed classes have not accepted education as quickly and as 
promptly as the Brahmins, the Vaidyas and the Kayesthas have done. 
We shall always he glad to vote money specially for the education of 
these classes whenever money is available. The point is, as our actual 
experience teaches us, that the moment members of the depressed 
classes educate themselves, they will find themselves equal to any one 
like myself or my friend, Mr. Mukunda Hehary Mullick. Ho the judges 
refuse to listen to Mr. Mullick rather than to me, when he is quoting a 
section of the Penal Code or some other Code? The whole problem is 
that they must educate themselves, and then they will find themselves 
able to command any position which their <*<lucation entitles them to 
do. They ought to take a leaf out of the book of the* higher castes. 
What would have happened to India if the members of the higher castes 
had asked Englishmen for special treatment in the old days? In the 
matter of appointments to the Indian Civil Service, for example, our 
men have competed with Englishmen on equal terms and under equal 
conditions in their own country. Supposing we did not show such an 
example to the world in general, and Great Britain in particular, would 
our claim for self-government have ever been entertained by my 
one? We bad to prove our equality in intellect and other matters with 
the Britishers on equal terms and under equal conditions before our 
claim to self-government had ever a chance of a hearing. To-day my 
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friends want to undo this work by asking for the abrogation of the 
doctrine of equal rights for all under equal conditions. They are asking 
the Government to give a job to somebody because he belongs to a 
particular caste or sub-caste. 

Then, my friend has referred to the Muhammadans as a backward 
class, but that is not right. My friends must realise that the Muham- 
madans have made a tremendous pace in education and that the position 
they have begun to occupy now is due to the fact that they have made 
very great progress in the matter of education. If my friends will do 
the same and not merely clamour for jobs in this department or that 
department, I think they will do very much better than they are doing 
now. I for one shall be very glad if all the positions in Government 
House are filled by members of the depressed classes. Let them have 
them. But the point is you cannot say: “Give me a job, because I 
belong to the depressed class.” Mv friend might as well tell 
Mr. Prentice, “Why should you not retire and give me your job, because 
I am a member of the depressed class”? Why talk of only a clerkship 
in the Private Secretary’s office? And I beg my friends not to cast 
a slur on themselves by calling themselves “depressed.” Nobody in 
Bengal is of the depressed class. You have got depressed classes in 
Madras where they are not allowed to draw water from the same tanks 
and wells which are used by the Brahmins, and where they may not 
approach a Brahmin. That sort of nonsense does not exist in Bengal. 
Why do they forget all these facts? A Bengali Brahmin is not of the 
same type and kind os a Brahmin in other parts of India. If ray friend 
will consult any book on the subject, he will find that in Bengal you have 
really got no sharp distinction between Aryans and non-Aryans. We 
know that in this province the difference in the nasal index is very 
little between a man like myself and a man like my friends. It is a 
well-known fact that all Bengalis are of mixed blood, and that there is 
not a single Bengali Brahmin who can say that lie has got pure Aryan 
blood. Therefore, let us not bring in these false issues. We all know 
that under the influence of Buddhism that lusted in Bengal for 1,500 
years the Brahmins discarded their holy threads and freely inter- 
married amongst the other castes. The later Brahmanical revival waa 
far neutralised by the Vaishnavism of Chaitanya which suffused Bengalee 
life like an underglow. And then came the British whose greatest 
achievement was the throwing open of the gates of knowledge to one 
and all. 


?45 p.n». 

And the result is that to-day we find ourselves surrounded by men 
belonging to the so-called lower castes who may some day, I have no 
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i^ubt, occupy position in the ministry and other high places. But they 
(top only do so if they keep educating themselves to fit these positions, 
just like the so-called high caste people, instead of making this special 
complaint here. 


The Hofl’blc Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 think it is a pity we 
should have to discuss the question of the treatment that Government 
has accorded to the depressed classes or backward classes, whichever 
you may call them, on such a bad case as that which has now been put 
forward in connection with the Private Secretary’s office. 

After all this motion proposes a cut because there is no member of 
the backward class in the Private Secretary’s office. The Private 
Secretary’s office consists of seven clerks, so vacancies in it must be 
comparatively rare, and whenever a vacancy does occur, every effort, is 
made to pet the best man possible. If the treatment of Government 
towards the backward classes is to l)e judged by the percentage of clerks 
from that section of the community in a small office like that, then on 
the past figures Government has a very bad case. Rut I am certain 
that if at any time w r hen a vacancy happens to occur the best applicant 
is a member of the backward classes, the Private Secretary will select 
him. In a small office like this, the Private Secretary has to get the 
best man available, and I do not think you cun judge Government’s 
policy towards the backward classes by what happens there. 

It has been said that Government has done nothing at all to help 
the backward classes. I think the member has forgotten the question 
which was asked and answered in this Council during this session as 
regards the result of the Government circular issued 
last April about the employment of the backward classes. 
The circular is dated 28th April. It begins thus: “Government have 
had under consideration the question of the recruitment of members of 
the backward classes to ministerial appointments under Government. 
They are in favour of encouraging education among the backward 
classes by making provision for their employment to a reasonable extent 
in the public services and” the undersigned is directed “to acquaint all 
departments with the policy which it is proposed to adopt." This 
circular lays down a policy for the various districts which varies accord- 
ing to what the proportion of the population of the lmrkward classes 
happens to be in each district. In addition we asked that the decisions 
should be communicated to all offices subordinate to any department of 
the Government, for their guidance, and we have called for a return every 
April to see how far these orders are being carried out. 

In addition we called upon all the departments who fill up posts by 
ex am i n a t ions to alter their examination rules so as to fall in with the 
new policy pf Government. This is the action we have taken as far an 
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ministerial officers are concerned and I should make it definitely clear 
that the accusation that Government has done nothing for the backward 
classes is quite unfounded. 

As regards gazetted officers, last year I gave certain figures which 
showed that qualified candidates from those classes got a larger 
proportionate share of the appointments in certain services than the 
more educated portion of other communities have got. The figures for 
the last two years for the B.C.S. and B.J.C.S. Examinations show that in 
1929 three candidates from the backward classes qualified, and that two 
of these candidates were appointed though the highest backward class 
candidate was only 22nd on the list. Next year in 1930, out of seven 
qualified candidates one got an appointment though he was only 21st 
on the list. In our rules we have reserved 10 per cent . or a minimum 
of one appointment for the backward classes, but the figures I gave last 
year showed that we had gone considerably beyond that figure, and the 
two figures I have just given for this year show that, in spite of the 
fact that these candidates take a very low position in the examination, 
we gave them two appointments in 1929 and one in 1930. 

1 think after this explanation, the member will withdraw the 
motion. 

The motion of Mr. Sarat Chandra Hal was then, with the leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were (ailed but not moved: — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : That the demand of 
Rs. 3,000 under the head *22 A — Staff and Household of the Governor — 
Military Secretary — Hill and Dacca Allowances' be refused.’’ 


Matilvi HAMAH ALI and Maulvi 9YED JALALUDOtN 
MASHEMY: “That the demand of 11s. 1,40,000 under the head *22A— 
Staff and Household of the Governor— Military Secretary’ lie refused.” 


Matilvi BY ED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: T beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 06,000 under the head “22A — Staff and Household of 
the Governor*»-Band Establishment” lw» refused. 

In moving my motion I will not repeat a single word that baa 
already been said year after year, probably since after the introduction 
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of these blessed reforms. I will only ask a few questions of the Hon’ble 
Member regarding this band establishment. Would he kindly let me 
know whether the President of the United States has got any band 
establishment, whether the President of the Soviet Government has got 
»ny band establishment, whether the President of the Turkish Republic 
and the King of Afghanistan have got any band establishment ? 
Compared with the dignity and prestige of the Presidents of these 
places and the King of Afghanistan, certainly the dignity and prestige 
of the Governor of Bengal is nothing. 


My second object in moving this motion is this. There are certain 
people in this House who are always clamouring against Ministers* 
salaries; some want reduction, some want refusal of the salaries. I ask 
them very seriously, how they are justified in reducing or refusing the 
Ministers’ salaries, when they are not inclined to refuse the band 
establishment of the provincial Governor. Certainly the Ministers 
work at least 10 or 12 hours a day ; they ought to get some remuneration 
for that. 1 am sure in these days of economic distress, particularly this 
year which is certainly a very bad year, the provincial Governor can do 
without a hand establishment, and thus Its. 00,000 ran go towards the 
amelioration of the condition of the poor people, particularly the people 
may purchase some seed to get their crops for next year. May I ask 
the Hon’hle Member whether when India was governed by the great 
Moghuls, governed more efficiently, more ably than the British rule in 
India, they had any band? And the Hindus who ruled for more than 
4,000 years, did they require any band}' Certainly I believe the 
Governor can do without a band establishment. My point is that this 
expenditure is superfluous and the budget for this year at least should 
be reduced by this amount. We are promised a retrenchment committee, 
but what will that committee do? Certainly some poor clerks will be 
reduced, and these high-paid officials will not he touched. I um sure 
the non-official members of this House on the committee will see that 
this hand establishment is taken awa\ altogether. 


The following motions were called hut not moved: — 

Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: ‘That the demand of Rs. 06,000 under 
the head *22A — Staff and Household of the Governor — Band Establish- 
ment* be reduced b\ Its. 64,000/ ’ 


Maulvi MAMAN ALI and Maulvi SYfO JALALUDDIN 

HAtHEMY: “That the demand of R*. 66,000 under the bead *22A~~ 
Staff dad Household of the Governor — Band Establishment* be reduced 
by Be. 1,000 (to draw attention to its non-justification). 1 * 
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Mr. C. R. DAIN: Mr. President: They say that East is East, and 
West is West, but the East has learnt a certain amount from the West, 
and we, Westerners, have learnt a great deal from the East and one of 
the things we have learnt is how to indulge on State occasions in all 
the proper paraphernalia and pomp that they deserve. The King drives 
to London in his motor car, and except for those who happen to recognise 
his car, he will go almost unnoticed. On the other hand, when the 
Small Causes Court Judges arrive at Hare Street, as they do every day, 
hundreds of policemen stop your car and allow the Judges to proceed 
and you see a great man. It is the same when you go round to 
register a document in the Begistrar’s office. You are held up for a 
considerable time by a Judge arriving at the High Court. A Babu 
friend once said to me that the king of kings was arriving there, and 
that no one would he allowed to proceed. This is all right, it is 
perfectly right; it is the custom of the country and we should preserve 
the country’s great customs that have been handed down from 
generations, and musical culture is among the traditions of India. We 
should not interfere with anything that upholds the customs of the 
country by doing things which will upset the dignity of State occasions. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to support this motion. 
If I were to accept the argument advanced by Mr. Dain I would say, 
that in order to have some music for impressing the people of this 
province, the Governor of the province ought to have, as has been the 
settled custom of our Indian rulers, a \ahabnt band or a Raushan 
Chowki hand. But I see no reason why the English Governor of this 
province has to have a hand which I do not think plays many times 
during the year for State purposes, and that at a cost of Its. 66,000. 
In these days of distress, I think this is worse than waste. So far as 
the indigenous people of the province are concerned, I do not really 
think that they need the music or are fond of the music of this band. 


So far as the English, Scotch and Irish members of the Calcutta 
people are concerned, they can easily afford to subscribe for a band for 
themselves. I do not know whether the Governor’s band has any 
Scotch bagpipes, or i! the Scotchmen of Calcutta want it. Even if they 
do (Voices : They do not. There are no bagpipes), I am told that there 
are no bagpipes. If the English people want a band for their Monday 
evening’s delectation, they can surely subscribe for one. I do not 
think that a band is considered necessary for State occasions because 
the unfortunate people of Bengal are still under tutelage and must be 
lulled into a sense pf loyalty by bands. I think that if th& Chamber of 
Commerce have a band of their own, they can lend it to the Governor 
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now and then for ceremonial occasions and it can play in the Eden 
Gardens on Monday evenings. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till *3 p.m., on Friday, the 18th 
March, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Prcossdings of tho Bon «»J Legislative Council immblsd undor tho 
pwttow of tho Government of India AoL 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 18th March, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chau- 
DHURI, kt., of Santosh) in the ( T hair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three llon’ble Ministers and 111 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Chatal Circuit Embankment, Midnapore. 

•148. Rai 8ahib 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Ghatal Circuit 
Embankment in the district of Midnapore, which included the 
mantas Argarah, Sukchandpur, ltaghunathchak, Gambhirnugar, 
Nischintapur, Cliaulia and Sringpur, has been abandoned for the last 
five or six years P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the raiyatx of these mauzas 
had to give up even their paddy cultivation in consequence of the 
abandonment of the embankment and that they are in great distress? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the zamindars and patmdars of the mauzas 
have been unable to realize their dues from the raiyats of these 
mauzas ? 

(d) Do the Government intend — 

(*) to abandon this embankment permanently; or 

(**) to maintain this again with a view to relieve the diatrnse of 
the local people? 



QUESTIONS. 


I m.) 




MEMBER in oharge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
mrfbt* Alhadj Sir AbcMkanm Chumavi): (a) The embankment was 
abandoned in 1927 except a small pail most of which was abandoned 
in 1931. 


(b) It is reported that aman paddy and boro jmddy and potatoes 
are grown in the area, hut that in some years part of the area does 
not produce crops owing to floods. It was decided not to close the 
breaches because formerly breaches frequently occurred and there was 
great damage to crops and the land which was already 6 to 7 feet 
below the level of the land outside would have become water-logged. 
Now the land is rising and is more fertile and the floods drain off 
more quickly. Some distress is caused by the flood, but it is not con- 
sidered that the condition of the people is worse than it was and it 
is likely that it will improve in consequence of the abandonment of 
the embankment. 

(c) No accurate information is available on this point at present. 

(d) (i) Yes. 

(ii) No. From the results so far observed the probability is that 
restoration of the embankment would, beside stopping the improvement 
now going on, ultimately convert the area at great cost into an 
unhealthy morass. The solution will however be watched. 


MaiHvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Memfor l* 
pleased to state if he is aware that boro paddy grows in water-logged 
areas ? 


The Hott’hle Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I am 

perfectly aware. 


Maul vi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Ifoii'bie Member lie 
pleased to state with reference to his answer fr) that no accurate infor- 
mation is available, what is the inaccurate information that he Ka» 
got? 

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Govern- 
ment do not deal in inaccurate information. 


Mmdvi SYED MAJID BAKSHf Will the Hon' hie Member be 
pleased to state if he is prepared to ask the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Mfetnber what is the amount of the revenue that is being pnid by these 
areas? 
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Tho Hon’bla AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I am not 

prepared to do bo. 

iabu SATYA KfNKAR 8AHANA: Will the Hobble Member be 
pleased to state if we are to understand from his answer that for the 
improvement of a locality God-sent floods are a better agency than 
man-made embankments P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 


Bariial Co-operative Central Bank, Ltd. 

•147. Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the names of the directors of the 
Barisal Co-operative Central Bank, Limited, chosen from among the 
preference shareholders and from among the societies, respectively, 
from the year 1920 to 1931, who held office as such for more than three 
years in succession and were reappointed as such directors before the 
expiration of two years from the date on which they last ceased to 
be members? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
holding of the office of directors of the abovemen tioned bank for more 
than three years on end was sanctioned by the Department ? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) by w’hat officers such sanction was given; 

(it) the respective dntes of such sanction ; and 
(iff) the reason for such sanction of a departure from the ordinary 
rule? 

MINISTER in ohargt of ACRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. Paroqui, Khan Bah*> 
tftir): (n) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) (i) and (»t) The member is referred to the statement laid on the 
table in reply to clause ( a ) of the question. 

(iVi) There has been no departure from any rule. Consent was 
given under No. 13 ( 1 ) of the Rules framed by Government under the 
Act to the continuance in office of such directors whose retention was 
considered desirable in the interest of the Central Bank and who were 
re-elected as such by the general meeting of shareholders. 
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A *>• 

Statement referred to in the reply to clatue (a) of ttarred quettion 

No. 147. 


N*BIC8 of directors of Rarisal Central Co-operative 
Bank, Ltd., who held office for more than three 
years in succession or who became directors be- 
fore the expiry of two yeans from the date on 
which they last ceased to be directors and 
who were elected from among — 

Officer who 
consented to the 
retention of 
directors 
mentioned in 
column 2. 

Date of 
sanction. 

Preference shareholders, (o) 

Ordinary 

short' holders. 
(*) 


11120-21. 




1. Babu Kali Prasanna Guha .. 

2. Khan Bahadur Hemayetuddm 

Ahmet! . 

3. Hoi Mathura Nath Sen Baha 

dur. 


Assistant Regis- 
t rar of Co- 
operative So- 
cieties, Dacca 

1 >i vision. 

4th November, 

1 920. 

1921-22. 




!. Khan Bahadur Hemayet uddin 
Ahmed. 

2. Rai Mathura Nath Sen 

Bahadur. 

3. Babu Kali Prasannu (Julia. 

4. Babu Amrita Lai Ganguly. 


Ditto 

i 2th November, 
1921. 

1922-23. 




1. Babu Kali ProHaiuia Guha . . 

2. Khan Bahadur Hemayetuddm 

Ahmed. 

3. Rai Mathura Nath Sen 

Bahadur. 


Ditto 

Not available. 

1923-24. 




1. Babu Kali Prasanna Guha . . 

2. Rai Mathura Nath Sen 

Bahadur. 

3. Babu Chand Mohan Chat ter jee. 


Ditto 

2nd Novnmhor, 
1923. 

1924-25. 




1. Babu Kali Prasanna Guha . . 

2. Babu Chand Mohan Chatterjee. 


Ditto 

Not available. 

1925 25. 




1. Babu Kali Praaanna Guha . . 

2- Rai Mathura Nath Son 
Bahadur. 

1. BabtrCband Mohan Chatterjee. 


Ditto 

7th November. 
1925. 
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Names of directors of Barisal Central Co-operative 
Bank, Ltd., who held office for more than three 
years in succession or who became directors be- 
fore the expiry of two years from the date on 
which they last ceased to be directors and 
who were elected from among — 

1 

i 

Officer who 
consented to the 
retention of 
directors 

Date of 
sanction. 

Preference shareholders, (a) 

Ordinary 

shareholders. 

(*>) 

column 2. 


1 #26-27. 




1. Babu Kali Prasanna Guha . . 

2. Hai Sahib Gangs Charan Das. 

3. Babu Chand Mohan Cliatterjee. 

4 . Babu Kamesh Chandra 1 

Ganguly. 


Assistant Regis- 
trar of Co- 
1 operative So- 
cieties, Dacca 
Division. 

3rd December, 

1926. 

1927-28. 




1. Babu Kali Prasanna Guha . . 

2. Babu Chand Mohan Cliatterjee. 

3. Babu Kamesh Chandra 

Ganguly. 


Ditto 

18th December, 
1927. 

1928-29. 




1. Babu Kali Prasanna Guha . . 

2. Bai Mathura Nath Sen 

Bahadur. 

3. Babu Kamesh Chandra 

Ganguly. 

Maulvi Abdul 
Gaffur. 

Ditto 

! 

20th Deoember, 
1928. 

1929-30. 


1 


1. Babu Kali Prasanna Guha . . 

2. Kai Sahib Gangs Charan Das. 

3. Babu Kamesh Chandra 

Ganguly. 


Ditto 

23rd November, 
1929. 

1930-31. 




1. Babu Kali Prasanna Guha . . 

2. Kai Sahib Gangs Charan Das. 


Ditto 

18th June, 1931, 


Barisal Co-operative Central Bank. 

*148. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department bo 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing from 1920 to 1931 the 
name or names of the directors from preference shareholders and also 
from societies, if any, of the Barisal Co-operative Central Bank in 
the Dacca division who held office as such for more than three years in 
succession and were reappointed before two years from the date on 
which they ceased to be members? 






QUESTIONS. 


ik] 


287 


TNi Hon’ble Numb K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur! The 

member is referred to the statement laid on the table in reply to 
clause (a) of a starred question on this subject asked by 
Mr. B. C. Chatterjee at this meeting. 


Short notice question. 

Hijli Speoia) Jail inoident. 

♦148A. Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: «,) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state whether any outbreak took place at the Hijli Special 
Jail on or about 8th March? 

(b) Is it u fact that the detenus were severely assaulted and many 
of them have been seriously wounded and some of them had to be 
removed to hospital? 

ic) Will the Hon’ble Meml>er lie pleased to make a full statement? 
on the matter and also state what action has been taken by Govern- 
ment? 

(</) Who is the present jailor at Hijli and how long has he been 
in office? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Sir B. B. Chcee): (a) Yes, a dist urlm nee was created 
by prisoners in the Additional Special Jail, Hijli, on the 8th March, 

1932. 

(b) There are no detenus in that jail, hut only convicted prisoners. 
No prisoner was severely assaulted or injured; but in the course of 
being removed to their wards some unruly prisoners declined to go 
and deliberately obstructed the warders on duty. In the melee which 
ensued some warders and a few prisoners were slightly injured. The 
Jail Sub-Assistant Surgeon gave them medical help on the spot. 

(c) It is reported by the Jail Superintendent that on the night 
preceiling the occurrence some of the Civil Disobedience prisoners made 
an opening in the mat wall and fence of a ward and created a gTeat 
disturbance by shouting. The warder on duty requested them to stop 
doing that. This led to an altercation lie tween the warder and some 
of the prisoners who threw broken jarffrit at the warder. In spite of 
a second warning the prisoners continued to make a noise, rushed out 
of their wards and assaulted the warder. The Jailor thereupon ordered 
the staff to lock up all unruly prisoners but the latter refused to go 
and in the course of being removed some of the prisoners were injured 
and also some of the warders. As a protest 1,408 prisoner* said the* 
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ihey were going on hungerstrike. After the first day of strike all 
the prisoners except 120 were taking their food while the hunger- 
strike completely ceased on the 11th March. No action by Govern- 
ment was considered necessary. 

( d ) The jailor was appointed to this jail in April, 1931. Govern- 
ment do not consider it advisable to state his name. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state if any superior officer from Calcutta visited 
the special jail after this occurrence to make an inquiry? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: As far as I am aware, no. 

Mautvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to tell us whether these prisoners were convicted under the 
ordinary law or a special law? 

The Hon’ble 8ir B. B. CH08E : It is difficult to say that. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to tell us if there was any use of firearms? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: No, as far as my information goes. 

MMftvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether this disturbance is due to the scarcity 
of water in the jail? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: I do not think so. 

MmHvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H : Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if there are any Civil Disobedience prisoners in any 
jail? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: In every jail there are such 
prisoners. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state if only Civil Disobedience prisoners are kept 
in the special jail at Hijli? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: No, there are also other prisonen 
in that jail. 
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The discussion under the head "22— General Administration” was 
then resumed. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I suppose that the Hon’bie 
Mr. Prentice must have been crying to be saved from his friends when 
Mr. Dain rose yesterday to oppose this motion. What was stated by 
MV. Dain looked very much like strong support for the motion for 
putting down the elaborate nonsense that passes here under cover of 
maintaining the pomp and prestige of Government. That is a larger 
question with which we are not concerned at present. The only 
question is whether in the present year of distress this particular 
expenditure on a luxury could not be omitted. That is the simple 
question, and if it were a question about an ordinary person there 
would be only one answer to it, p#;. t that the man who was going on 
for a loan of Ks. 1,64,00,000 to carry on his daily life was not in a 
position to maintain a band at that cost. 


Bath* SATISH GHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: I would not 
have spoken on this motion but for the way in which Dr. Sen Gupta 
put it; 1 want to go higher. Yesterday a member opposing this 
motion spoke of the dignity of the office. I think we ought to change 
our mind as to what makes for dignity and what does not make for 
dignity. As we understand the word, I think the band establishment 
does uot at all add to the dignity of the office. We are accustomed 
to different ways of life in India, and the sooner we appreciate it in 
its proper light the better for us. What do we understand by “dig- 
nity”? We know that the baud establishment and other parapher- 
nalia do not make for dignity. Had it been so, Mr. Gandhi, half- 
naked as he is. would not command that prestige und universal respect 
as he does to-day. So it is not for the sake of prestige that this bund 
establishment has get to be kept up. The sooner it goes the bettor. 
Our idea of dignity is different not only at the present time but for 
all time to come. Certain members speaking yesterday stated that 
nakabat and other things were kept by raja* and maharaja t previously; 
but their sons have grown wiser and these things have ceased now. 
If they had gone on playing nahabatt, etc., while their tenants and 
neighbours were going on half meals, naked and half starved, cer- 
tainly that would not have added to their dignity. 

So, Sir, if we want that thi« item should go it is for this reason 
that according to our estimation it dose not make for dignity. Of 
course, we cannot say the same thing about other cuts. Take for 

19 



DEMANDS FOB OBANTS, [ 18 th Ha * m t 


instance the bodyguard. We are bound to give protection to the 
person of His Excellency and as a matter of fact I do not think that 
we should press for this cut. But all items which provide for unneces- 
aery expenditure without adding in any way to the utility or dignity 
of the official concerned should be cut out not only for this year but 
for all years to come. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Last evening 1 had no idea that 
1 would speak in support of this motion. But a sense of public duty 
impels me to do so. Sir, much eloquence has been spent on this item 
for the lust 10 years systematically. But, Sir, this year we are try- 
ing to administer the province with a loan of 2 (Tores of rupees and 
we have made cuts even in the salaries of hard-worked clerks getting a 
pay of Its. 40 and upwards. I think the members of this Council 
can imagiue what it means to a man getting 11s. 40, Us. 50 or Us. 60 
to have a cut of 10 per cent, in his pay. Sir, the heavy taxation from 
which the high officials drawing Its. 64,000 per annum and other high 
officials suffer and about which they make complaints! has compelled 
them to reduce their household expenses, and this should be a lesson 
to the custodian of the public exchequer. I think, Sir, this amount 
of Its. 66,000 is not required for the administration of the province, 
and I think the music is played inside the Government House* and I 
think His Excellency seldom enjoys it — of course we do not know 
about this. We know very well that even His Majesty the King'- 
Emperor has cut down his own expenses and when the new Governor, 
Sir John Anderson, is shortly coming, I think this item of expendi- 
ture should be placed Wfore him for his consideration, so that the 
province may l>e benefited by this economy not only for this year hut 
for some time to come. 


Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: I should have thought that after the 
assurance given by Mr. Marr that all these items would come before 
the Retrenchment Committee, motions like this would disappear. 
Mr. liasheaty Remarked that Europeans might like the band but that 
the Indians did not. 1 can assure the members that there are among 
the non-official European members a strong desire for economy, but 
wfe know that all these items would come before the Retrenchment 
Committee and that Committee will be in the best position to consider 
the necessity or otherwise of retaining the band and other establish- 
ments. There seems to be a difference of opinion regarding the utility 
of the band and the bodyguard. The previous speaker was in favour 
of abolishing; the band and retaining the bodyguard and there are 
others who would do just the reverse. I personally am not keen on 
the bodyguard, but I would retain the band. 
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^Sir, Mr. Hashemy cited the analogy of the President of the United 
States of America and the President of Soviet Russia. Well, Sir, I 
mm say with regard to the United States that 1 have read the speeches 
of two Presidents who could not have spoken in more praiseworthy 
terms of the British administration in India had they been British- 
Sorn subjects. With regard to the Russian Soviet Republic, I have 
no doubt that Mr. Hashemy is in closer personal touch with it than 
any member of this House. I hope that those members who are about 
to move their other motions will see that in trying to practise economy 
they may not lay this great province open to a charge of meanness. 

Sir, the new Governor will shortly la* coining here, and 1 uni sure 
that having regard to the general demand for economy he would 
certainly like to see what economy could be effected in his own estab- 
lishment and would see that justice is done to the province in regard to 
these items. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: This motion for the refusal of the expendi- 
ture of His Excellency the Governor's band has been discussed on the 
door of this House for more than 12 years, and so far as I understand, 
the non-official opinion has been, if not emphatic, at any rate, strong 
on this point. But on the present occasion I very much regret that 1 
cannot join hands with my friends on this side of the House. Sir, 
certainly economy is necessary, but I may point out that for the 
Governor of a province certain ceremonies and ceremonials are also 
equally necessary. It has l wen said that without ceremony and with- 
out pomp and splendour people do come to be reflected; that is 
certainly true. But ceremony and pomp or, for the matter of that, 
the paraphernalia of red-coated chit pro* in or bund or bodyguard are 
certainly not necessary for the gentlemen of the church. But I may 
say that for a Governor of a province to live on 12 oranges and half a 
seer of goat’s milk is neither possible nor desirable. There are other 
sources, and much more important sources, of economy that cun lie 
effected. I do not know what the decision of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee will be. but if any honest attempt lie made for effecting economy, 
certainly there will be found many avenues of exjienditure for curtail- 
ment. I think we, the non-official members of this House, should con- 
centrate our attention on such matters where large amount of public: 
money is extravagantly spent, and not trouble ourselves with these 
minor details. Sir, if the question of strict economy and plain living 
is to be considered, instead of disbanding His Excellency the Governor’s 
band or bodyguard, the better course would be to ask the Executive 
Councillors and Ministers and the f'tecretaries and other officials of the 
Writers’ Buildings to curtail their expenditure and carry on their work 
without, for example, stenographers, without chnprasit and without any 
other superfluous paraphernalia. Besides that, if I may say so, it was 
stated in the Legislative Assembly when the President’s salary was fixed 
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that men of position and responsibility should live on meagre salary, 
and the President should get a salary of Es. 200 or Es. 000. That is not 
the point. The point is that the President of a Council oi* the Governor 
of a province has to maintain certain dignity of the office he occupies 
— not personal dignity, but the dignity of the position he holds. For a 
great ruler, some pomp and ceremony are absolutely necessary. Even 
the head of the church — the Pope of Rome — has got his Secretary of 
State and his bodyguard and bond. So if the head of the church 
requires some sort of dignity and j>omp and splendour, in this mundane 
world the Governor of a province who has nothing to do with the church 
should certainly require his band, bodyguard and other parapher- 
nalia. 

3-16 p.m. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Mr. Abul Kasem has taken 
out of my mouth the one point with which T wanted to start off in order 
to meet the point raised by Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury. He 
raised the question of dignity. It is not a question of the personal 
dignity of the Governor. When Bengal became a Governor’s pro- 
vince in 1912 it was then decided that the Governor of the Presidency 
should be treated exactly in the same way as the Governors of the other 
two Presidencies, namely, Madras and Bombay. Part of the pomp and 
circumstance that they were in possession of for the purpose of official 
dignity was a band and a bodyguard, and it was decided that the 
Governor of this Presidency should have the same establishment. It 
is not a question whether Sir Stanley Jackson or Sir John Anderson 
or liord Lytton or whoever the Governor may be personally wants a 
band; nor is it a question of a provincial Government having a band. 
It is part of the appurtenances appertaining to the office of Governor. 
When the band was first appointed, a good deal of money was spent on 
it. Then the question of economy came up about the year 1926 and 
the whole question of the proper cost of the band was gone into. That 
was in Ix>rd Lvt ton’s time, and it was then decided that it was impos- 
sible to maintain a band of the standard desired for much less than 
Rs. 70,000, and the promise was made that that expenditure would not 
be exceeded. If you look into the accounts you will find that it has 
always been kept within that figure. As was said in this Council on 
several previous occasions, if you want to reduce the amount you have 
got to alter the character of the band. One of the previous speakers 
said that the matter should be placed before the new Governor. I agree 
with him. We are now nearing the end of the term of one Governor 
and a new Governor is about to take over, and it will be for bim to 
consider what the situation requires. He may come to the conclusion 
that he will be content with a band of a different type. He may think 
that tbe present type of band can be done away with, and a string 
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blpii substituted in which case the cost will be reduced, or he may 
tisfek that he will not be doing his duty to his office, whatever his 
pecsonal feelings may be, in reducing the state in which the office of 
Governor should be carried on. I am perfectly certain that this matter 
tbo will be considered by the Retrenchment Committee and as Mr. Arm- 
strong explained, the whole position cam then be reviewed. For there 
seems to be a difference of opinion regarding the comparative utility 
of the different paraphernalia of the Governor. Mr. Armstrong is 
keen on the band but not on the bodyguard, while Babu Satish Chandra 
Ray Chowdbury wants to keep the bodyguard and not the band (Babu 
Satish Chandra Ray Ohowdhi ry : For the safety of the Governor.) In 
any case, they will both be placed before the Retrenchment Committee, 
and I am perfectly certain that if that Committee makes any recom- 
mendations the Governor will give them his full consideration. I 
suggest that it is not proper now to make any reduction in the existing 
band, and I hope the Council will reject thin motion. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 66,000 under the head *22 A — Staff and 
Household of the Governor — Band Establishment’ be refused.” 

3-30 p.m. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAIU: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 31,450 under the head “22A — Staff and Household of 
the Governor — Bodyguard — Pay of establishment” be reduced by 
Rs. 6,000. 

Sir, I am moving this cut not in order to deprive the Governor of 
the bodyguard which is for the purpose of safety, but to suggest that 
the four troopers who stand at the two gates of the Government House 
for several hours during the day are absolutely unnecessary even in an 
eastern country, and I think it is not known to all the members of 
this House because it is u very recent innovation. T do not think that 
in these days of stress and difficulties through which this province is 
passing this extra expenditure need be incurred: every little help in 
these days must l>e availed of. 1 do not know whether the reply will 
be that this matter will also go before the Retrenchment Committee; 
hut this is a matter in which the Council ought to make its opinion felt 
by saying that there ought to be this reduction, because four trooper* 
mean twelve men and twelve horses. I, therefore, think that this had 
better be abolished now. 

Milltvi SYEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 70,000 under the head “22A — Staff and Household of 
the Governor — Bodyguard” be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to discuss the 
utility of the bodyguard). 
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Si r, like anybody else I quite realise the utility of having a body- 
guard for a provincial Governor. Far from speaking of a provincial 
Governor, I was seriously thinking of appointing a bodyguard for 
myself to save my head from the lathi charges of the police. My 
object in moving this motion is to prove the irresponsibility and ineffi- 
ciency of the bodyguard of His Excellency the Governor. Sir, I am 
sure it will not he out of place if I say that the other day the person 
of His Excellency the Governor was very dangerously exposed at the 
Convocation, and 1 do not know what the bodyguard was doing then. 
The Military Secretary and an Aide-de-camp were there attending on 
His Excellency and probably they were snoring under the influence of 
opium when the first two shots were fired, and when the third shot was 
fired they were probably thinking more of themselves* than of the person 
of His Excellency. Then Dr. Suhrawurdv and somebody else — 
Mr. Mookherji I think - interfered in time, and if they had not inter- 
fered 1 am afraid t he last two shots would have hurt His Excellency. 
In tliis connection I may remind the llon’ble Member-in-charge that 
in future he might see that Aides-de-camp are recruited from Indians. 
I may say also in this connection that the very foundation of the Bri- 
tish Empire here was laid by Indians. The life of Warren 
Hastings was saved by an Indian. If I may be allowed to go a little 
further, I may say during the sepoy mutiny the British were saved 
from utter annihilation by Indians, and, Sir, on the last occasion the 
life of II is Excellency was saved by an Indian and not by a bodyguard. 
I am sure I shall not be irrelevant if I again impress on the HonTde 
Member that the Aides-de-camp and the Military Secretary should be 
recruited from Indians who will certainly save the lives of their 
masters. They have in the past sacrificed their lives. 1 may be per- 
mitted to say that the present set of persons are an irresponsible body 
of men. Of course, Sir, I quite appreciate that Dr. Suhrawardy has 
been knighted and I would have further appreciated if the two religious 
fanatics accused of the College Street murders 


Mr. PRESIDENT. We have nothing to do with that. 

Mttllvi trtffi JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With these few words, 
I would request all sections of this House to support my motion and do 
away with the inefficient bodyguard of His Excellency the Governor. 

Tht Hon’bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I am afraid that I 
have nothing new to say about this bodyguard, except to say that it 
was not on duty at the Convocation and that the Military Secretary and 
the Aide-de-catnp do not come under this demand at ail. Moreover, if 
Mr. Haahemy will look up the Civil List, he will see that there are 
some Indian Aides-de-camp. Apart from that, I may remind dm 
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Bd**** *«ain that the bodyguard is one of the things which d*s- 
til^ishee a presidency Governorship from an ordinary Governorship, 
hilt year I told the House that His Excellency, in his desire for eco- 
nomy, was going to reduce the expenditure under this head by 
Rs. 10,000, and this year if you look at the budget, you will find that 
he has further reduced the bodyguard, and has done away with one 
European officer and a certain number of the sowars; and the budget 
demand for next year is Rs. 95,000 as compared with Rs. 1,24,000 last 
year. I think that from these figures you will find that the utmost 
economy is being exercised. Some of the speeches that have already 
been made this afternoon show that a certain section of the House 
recognises that a bodyguard is essential for the safety of the Governor. 
I may also remind the House that the bodyguard is also used in main- 
taining law and order when conditions in Calcutta require all the 
available forces to be used for that purpose. 

The motions of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu and Mnulvi Nyed Julal- 
uddin Hashemy were then put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: “That the demand 
of Rs. 24.9(11) under the head ‘22A. — General Administration — Staff 
and Household of the Governor’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention 
to the imperative necessity for discontinuing the jnilicy of hill exodus 
until the financial position of Government improves)." 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY : “That the demand of Rs. 3,31,000 under the head ‘22 A.— 
Staff and Household of the Governor’ he reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise 
a discussion about the extravagance at this time of financial crisis),” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U f Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA 
BANERJI Bahadur, Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALAL- 
UDDIN HA8HEMY. “That the demand of Rs. 050 under the head 
“221) — Executive Council — Hill allowances’ he refused.” 

Babtt 8ATI8H 0HANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: May r ask the 

Hon’ble Member whether this question of the travelling allowance of 
the Executive Council will he submitted to the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee? 

Tht Hon’bta Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I think the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Finance Department told you yesterday tEat 
all these matters would be placed before the Retrenchment Committee. 
Am regards this travelling al lowance, unless you want to tie the Hon ’hie 
Members down to Calcutta, apart from the question of hill exodus, some 
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provision should bo made for travelling allowance tinder this head. I 
may add that I am jnst told by the Finance Secretary that this ques- 
tion along with the question of hill exodus will be placed before the 
Retrenchment Committee. 

Balm 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: In view of the 
statement made by the Hon’ble Member I would ask for leave to with- 
draw the motion which stands in my name. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

"That the demand of Rs. 1 ,900 under the head 22D — Executive 
Council— Travelling Allowance’ be refused.” 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, I am afraid the 

Retrenchment Committee cannot help me at all, as I move that the 
demand of Its. 7,000 under the head ‘‘22D — Executive Council Sup- 
plies and Services and Contingencies” be refused. 

Sir, iu this connection I want to draw attention to a most grievous 
piece of bungling on the part of the Government of Bengal. I know 
that I cannot touch the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political 
Department, though there is no wire-netting between us. I know also 
that the House has no effective voice in the matter of his salary, but 
we can refuse the provision for stationery as a measure of protest 

Tilt Hon'blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, may I tell the House 
that stationery does not come under this head? 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Anyway, Sir, I would 
like to refuse the contingencies. In this connection I want to take 
the opportunity to give expression to the deep sense of grave disappoint- 
ment and not a little resentment that the people feel at the clumsy 
resolution of the Government on the report of the Ilijli Inquiry 
Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What has that got to do with this matter? 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, of course, it depends 
on your ruling. If you rule that I cannot raise any action of the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal in connection with the Hijli incident, I have noth- 
ing to say. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Yes, that is my ruling, because yours is not a 
token cut. You want to refuse the whole expenditure and you must 
base your remarks on economic grounds principally. 
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fcsMr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, my submission is 
Alt I am. not moving it on economic grounds, but I want to refuse the 
demand as a matter of protest. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you can do that. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, if that he your rul- 
ing, then my motion falls to the ground. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The position is that you have already moved 
your motion and so you must either withdraw it or I must put it. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: In view of your ruling 
I have no other alternative but to withdraw it. 

The motion of Mr. Nhunti Shekhareswar lfay was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 


3-45 p.m. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Here, too. 1 am faced 
with the same difficulty. I w'ant. to refuse this grant as I am not satis- 
fied with the policy of the Government towards the Hindu community 
of Bengal, but in view ot vour ruling, 1 do not move it. 

The following motion was, therefore, not moved: — 

“That the demand of Ho. 13,000 under the head ‘221). — Executive 
Council’ he refused.” 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 13,000 under the head ”221). — Executive Council” be 
reduced by Rs. 0,500. 

The Council will notice that I propose a reduction by exactly half. 
In other words, my suggestion is that instead of there being four Exe- 
cutive Councillors, there ought to be only two. We cannot move for a 
reduction in the number of Executive Councillors, and therefore I have 
moved for a reduction in their offices. 

I have always been of the opinion, and that is the opinion which 
1 think will be shared by many of my friends, that four Executive 
Councillors and three Ministers have been an altogether unwarranted 
extravagance on the part of a province like Bengal, and but for the fact 
that there is a question of balancing interest against interest and com* 
inanity against community, such a huge number would not have been 
there. 
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Tk» ttaM’M. Mr. W. D. ft. PRENTICE! Is «fc» in order in view 
of the fact that this motion is for a reduction of supplies and services 
for Executive Councillors? 

Or. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA S My submission is this 

Mr. PRESIDENT! If I am to judge by the words you have actually 
employed, I must say that your is an economic and not a token cut. 

Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: It is an economic cut. 
I want to deprive the Executive Councillors of half of their allotment 
under head ”221) -Executive Council.” The Executive Councillors 
may be there, I do not object to that, but let them not have these con- 
veniences, and this motion is only by way of protest against the extra- 
vagance of having four Executive Councillors at the present moment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. In that cane you should have adopted a different 
course. You should have given notice of a token cut which would have 
enabled you to attack the Executive Councillors' under this head of the 
bmlget. You can support any other motion that may lie moved for a 
reduction of their salaries. So far as this particular motion is con- 
cerned, I do not think it can serve your purpose. 

The motion of Dr. Narosh Chandra Sen Gupta was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move that 
the demand of Hs. 13,000 under the head “22D — Executive Council” 
be reduced by Rs. 500 (to draw attention to the necessity of reducing 
the number of Members of the Executive Council from four to two). 

May I have your permission to change the figure in my motion, and 
change it from two to one? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may. 

Mttllvi EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: The object of moving 
this cut i* this. With the scanty knowledge of the intricate 
problems of administration, the little experience that I have gathered 
in the last three years, I have found that the Hon’ble 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice, the shining jewel of the Indian Civil Service, 
i® enough for the administration of Bengal. I think aleo in this 
connection that the necessity of the other three Members of the 
Executive Council, I mean the service® of the Hon’ble Sir 
A. K. Ghuinavi and the Hon’ble Sir B. B. Ghose are quite unneces- 
sary. They are -always guided by Mr. W. D. R. Prentice in every 
matter. Then a® regards the Hon’ble Mr. Marr, I can safely say that 
hi® functions can well be conducted with instructions from 
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life W. D. R. Prentice. Therefore, in these days of economic 
Otitis, let the other Members go, and let os have an experiment. 
Mr. W. D. R, Prentice will hold office for two years more, and if 
are give him another five years, everything will go on well and there 
will be no disturbance and no political agitation, or anything else. 
So I move that the number of Executive Councillors be reduced from 
four to one. 

BatMi 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 heg to move 

that the demand of Rs. 13, 000 under the head “22D — Executive 
Council” be reduced by Rs. 5 (number of Executive Councillors). 

I propose in mv motion to reduce the numl>er of Executive Coun- 
cillors. Like Mr, Hushemv 1 do not think that this is a matter on 
which I should pass any judgment at present, but what I want to 
say is that we are now working with a top-heavy administration, a 
top-heavy administration which we can no longer hear, and it is 
easy to see that we are at our last gasp. This question of the number 
of Executive Councillors and Ministers came up before the Retrench- 
ment Committee in 1922 and after an elalmrute discussion and having 
considered the matter from all points of view, the Committee said, 
as a matter of fact, “there was no dispute” and that they believed 
this large number of -.even unnecessary and was not justified by the 
work that had to be done. “There was no dispute” — mark the 
words — on this point. In 1922 there was no dispute on the point. 
If the number seven was too large then, in the year 1932, we have 
every ground to say that there is not only no dispute, but we are 
all agreed that we have got to get rid of some of them immediately, 
if we are not to go bankrupt fully. There is no dispute on the point. 
“In our opinion” the Committee said “there is ample justification 
for a Government consisting of only two Members and two Ministers.” 
Her© I stand on very solid ground as it was agreed that two Executive 
Councillors and two Ministers would las sufficient to carry on the 
administration of the province. Since then much water has flowed 
down the Ganges, and we have arrived at this position to-day that 
we have got to pay an interest on Rs. 25 lakhs a year on our debts. 

I am reminded in this connection of a statement made by one high 
official who recently held a durbar in one of the towns. In that he 
described the present Government as in the position of a common 
manager, and we are all co-sharers in the estate. In that estate, he 
said, the Hindus had e 71 annas share, and the Muhammadans 8$ 
annas, and until both sections were agreed, it would be unwise, it 
would be wxang to part with the self-imposed trust. I have no die- 
pate personally with that obeervation . I believe there is some 
truth in it. Fntil Hindus and Muhammadans can combine together* 
it may not be possible for us to pitch our demand to that height 
successfully 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you are going beyond your motion. 
Wby do you bring in all these under this motion? 

iabu SATIIH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Assuming 
that a common manager is necessary, may we not demand that this 
common manager should administer the estate efficiently? Is not 
economy one of the principal factors in the efficient administration of 
the estate? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You are pursuing a roundabout way, to say 
the least of it. 

SatMl SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I submit that 
the Government at present is not keeping in view this principal 
factor of efficiency in the administration. As a matter of fact it is 
ignored completely. The principal factor of efficiency, I again 
repeat, is economy. The present number of Members of the Govern- 
ment, namely, seven, really does not make for efficiency. It amounts 
to bankruptcy pure and simple. If a private estate had been 
administered in that way, certainly the zamirular or the raja or any 
private person would really be heading for a crisis and would deserve 
the greatest censure. I submit that there is hardly any justification 
at this stage for this extravagance in our administration. 

4 p.m. 

I do not for myself see any very great change in our economic 
position or even in our political position since the time of the 
Lieutenant-Governors. There were no Executive Councillors, no 
Ministers, but still the administration went on as it is going on now. 
That, Sir, requires justification. It requires a good deal of argument 
to convince us that the huge paraphernalia and the huge staff of the 
present administration is a necessary evil. I have already submitted, 
Sir, that the matter was examined from all possible points of view 
by the Bengal Retrenchment Committee, and I think we should aM 
be agreed on this point that at least two Members of the Executive 
Council and two Ministers would be enough to earn' on the adminis- 
tration and wavs and means should be found to cut down the 
expenditure under this head so that there may be only two Members 
of the Executive Council and two Ministers. 


Kim Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINc I beg to 

move that thu demand of Rs. 13,000 under the head 
Executive Council” be reduced by Bo. 1 (to discuss the necessity for 
reducing the number bf Executive Councillors). 
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^®ir, while speaking on the retrenchment resolution of 
||r. J. N. Gupta, the other day, I voiced the public opinion that 
the administration of this country was top-heavy, and every member 
of the House who spoke on that occasion, also very emphatically 
dealt with that point. I do not think that it is necessary for us now 
to reiterate what we have already said before, and even what had 
been said many years before— as has been pointed out by Mr. Ray 
Chowdhury — I mean by the Retrenchment Committee of 1922. It 
is also not necessary for me to remind the House that before the 
Reforms were inaugurated, a much larger Bengal was governed by 
only one Lieutenant-Governor with the help of the Chief Secretary 
and one or two more Secretaries, and I think, governed very 
efficiently. At the present moment, besides the Governor, we have 
got a Cabinet of seven Members and Ministers, eight Secretaries, 
four Deputy Secretaries, several Under-Secretaries, Assistant Secre- 
taries, Registrars and others. Sir, I do not deny that the work of 
administration since 1912 hus become more and more difficult. I do 
not deny that it is the expanded Legislative Council which is 
responsible to a very large extent for the increase in the number of 
Cabinet members and their Secretaries. In spite of that, Sir, I am 
of opinion that the Cabinet which we have at present is certainly a 
very extravagant one. The Retrenchment Committee of 1922 pro- 
posed, that the Cabinet should not be of more than four members, two 
Ministers and two Members of the Executive Council. 1 believe — 
I speak subject to correction — that the Bombay Government are trying 
the experiment with four Members of the Cabinet at the present 
moment. 1 do not think that unybody can say that the Bombay 
Government’s work is less arduous, less difficult, less voluminous than 
what the Bengal Government has got to do. The Hon’ble Mr. Man- 
declared yesterday that we are going to have a Retrenchment Com- 
mittee, and all these questions of retrenchment and economy will be 
discussed in that Committee, lie expected us that in view of that 
pronouncement, we should withdraw all the motions which have been 
tabled on the ground of economy. One feels, however, rather 
pessimistic with regard to what the Retrenchment Committee will do 
specially in the case of the Cabinet members. However much 
economy Mr. Marr might have effected in his budget and by cutting 
down the pay of Government servants, we find that very little 
attention in the right direction has been paid. I would like to refer 
to the action of the Government in filling up the temporary vacancies 
in the Executive Council. Is it claimed, Sir, that in these short 
vacancies it was absolutely necessary to make such officiating 
appointments? Could it not be managed by distributing the port- 
folios of the Member on leave among other Members P Are the 
Members of the Executive Council so heavily worked that they cannot 
afford even for a few days to have one Member less on the Executive 
Council? Under the Government of India Act, section 47, all that 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


m 


[ 18 th Mamcb, 


is needed is that the number of Members of the Executive Council 
should not exceed four. That is the maximum number which is 
allowed under the Government of India Act, but this maximum has 
been taken as the standard for this Government. Let us now 
examine, Sir, very briefly whether it is possible, according to the 
present distribution of work, to effect any retrenchment in this direc- 
tion. As we are aware, Sir, the two of the most heavily worked 
Departments are those of the Members for Political and Finance. I 
am perfectly willing to admit that, in the political atmosphere that 
we have at the present time and on account of the various difficulties 
of the administration, we must concede that the Political Member 
is a really hard-worked officer, and it will not be possible to give him 
any additional work. The same perhaps may be said of the Finance 
Member as well, but I would like to qualify my remarks in regard 
to the Finance Member by saying that a good deal of the work 
which he has been doing is self-imposed. It is possible to lighten his 
work to a great extent if the Secretariat rules are relaxed to some 
measure. It is unreasonable — I do not say that it is absurd — that 
files should go back to the Finance Department in the way that 
they have been going, for every little thing. Whenever any item 
of expenditure is sanctioned by the administrative department, it 
must go to the Finance Department for approval. And when the 
expenditure is incurred every time, the file has to be sent for the 
scrutiny of the Finance Department. These files going to and fro 
between the Finance Department and other Departments increase the 
work of the Finance Department unnecessarily. The Finance 
Department is groaning under this self-imposed task, and the 
Ministers are groaning under the tyranny of the Finance Depart- 
ment. Whenever you ask any Government Member for anything, he 
says that he has got the money und t hut he is perfectly willing to give 
the grant if Mr. Marr and Mr. Blandv would agree to the expenditure. 
Ah regards the Member in charge of Irrigation and Forests, I 
certainly think there is not enough work for him, and the same is the 
case with the other Indian Member, particularly about the former. 
A» regards his file work, I think any officer with some experience and 
average intelligence would l* able to dispose of the work by working 
2 days in the week. I would suggest that Forests should be trans- 
ferred to the Agriculture Department and Irrigation amalgamated 
with the Public Works Department or the Revenue Department. I 
would ask the members of the Cabinet themselves whether they really 
think that an Executive CWncil of four members with the portfolios 
as at present arranged, is really necessary. I shall go further and 
ask the Member in charge of Irrigation and Forests to say whether 
it is necessary; for the administration of these two Departments to 
have one whole-time Member. I ask him to say whether it is or It is 
not his honest opinion that the tax-payers of this province are not 
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fitting their money’s worth of work from him and if the answer is 
iftthe affirmative, I would ask him whether it would not l>e graceful 
for him to resign, considering it is not in our power to make him do so. 

[At 4-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-30 p.m.] 

Rflfeu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I heg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 13,000 under the head “220 — Executive Council” he reduced 
by Re. 1 (to urge upon the Government the necessity of ubolition of 
one post of Executive Councillor in view of the financial stringency). 

Sir, we have heard various members speaking about the Retrench- 
ment Committee of 1922. recommending a reduction in the number of 
Members of the Executive Council, I have also heard it said that 
Bengal was governed by a Lieutenant-Governor with two or three 
Secretaries. Sir, there are now seven members of the Cabinet in 
Bengal and four in Bihar and Orissa which was also a part of Bengal 
under the administration of Lieutenant-Governors. I would remind 
the Council about the facts which have occurred since the Retrench- 
ment Committee of 1922. In 1924, when the Ghtutnavi-Fazl-nl Jlmj 
Ministry went out of office, the portfolios of the transferred depart- 
ments were given to the Members of the Executive Council. Then 
later on there was another attempt to form a Ministry but that also 
failed and for a considerable period the portfolios of the transferred 
departments were again administered by the Executive Council. 
From these facts it must he admitted that it is possible to carry on 
the work of the Government with a Cabinet of four members as in 
those two instances the work of the Ministers was done by the Members- 
of the Executive Council. That decisively shows that the Executive 
Councillors have not sufficient work to do. This was iie%*er made a 
complaint of iu the Administration Report of this province nor in 
any Despatch to the Secretary of State. Did this Government com- 
plain that the work which the Members of the Executive Council had 
to do at that time was very heavy, nor did they recommend that the 
Government of India Act should lx* amended so ns to allow at least 
another Executive Councillor being appointed in place of the Ministers 
who could not be retained in office as their salaries had not been 
voted. In spite of these facts which took place only a few years ago, 
I do not see why we should not have a reduction in the number of 
Executive Councillors at least by one. I would like to have only two 
Executive Councillors and transfer some of the reserved departments 
to the Ministers, including the Revenue Department. What has the 
Executive Councillor in charge of the Revenue Department of the 
Bengal Government to doP Here moat of the estates are permanently 
settled estates, unlike the estates in Madras and the United Provinces,, 
and cases require only formal orders which the Secretary in that. 
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Department can easily do. Speaking personally, I tiiink that Sir 
p. C. Mitter has held office for a long tjme both as Minister as well as 
Member, and I do not know when he is going to retire. The Hon'ble 
Sir Alhadj — I do not know how to pronounce his name correctly — 
Abdelkerim Ghuznavi also has held office as Minister as well as Member, 
and I would suggest that these two should draw lots between them as 
to who should retire. In that case their Departments may be made 
over to the Ministers. 

With these observations I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr* J. H* GUPTA: May I have your permission to move motions 
Nos. »367 and 375 together? They are on allied subjects. One is 
about the Members of the Executive Council and the other is about 
the Ministers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you can mix up the two. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: My motion refers to the Cabinet as a whole, 
which in view of a previous ruling of yours includes the Ministers also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not remember to have given any such 
ruling. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I bow to your ruling. 

I beg to move that the demand of Bs. 13,000 under the head 
<4 22D — Executive Council 1 ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion 
on the necessity of reducing the number of the Members of the Cabinet 
and the scale of the pay of the Members of the Executive Council). 

I will make some general remarks only and short ones too. My first 
point is 

Mr. B. C* CHATTERJEE: On a point of order. As regards 
No. 357 Mr. Gupta’s reason is to raise a discussion on the necessity of 
reducing the number of the Members of the Cabinet and the scale of 
pay of the Members of the Executive Council. Does not the Cabinet 
include Ministers as well as Members? 

Mr* PRBSIDENT: Members of the Cabinet mean Members of the 
Executive Council only. 

Mr* 4* N. CUPTA: As I was going to say, the first point I would 
like to touch upon is the announcement made by the Finance Member 
about the appointment of a Retrenchment Committee and how it 
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this motion. In view of that announcement it may be argued 
tipt it may not be necessary to discuss this question on the floor of 
dm House to-day. I think, however, it is very necessary, having 
tegard to the great importance of the question regarding the site of 
thft Cabinet and the emoluments of the officers who hold office in the 
Cabinet. It is very necessary, I think, that there should be a recorded 
opinion of the whole House on this important matter. We do not 
know how long the Retrenchment Committee will take to finish their 
labours and after they have finished their labours what will be the 
fate of any recommendations that they might make. From that point 
of view I uige that even though the same question may have to Ire 
examined by the Retrenchment Committee, it is verv necessary that 
we should come to some decision on this matter to-day. 

r f here is another point which 1 would also like to touch, and that 
is that although this motion which I am moving now deals with the 
Members of the Executive Council, I have another motion dealing 
with the numlter rf Ministers and their pay. I am not going to 
discuss just now for the reduction either in size or in the j*iv of 
Ministers only, but the point of view which 1 want to bring out is 
that we ought not to agree to the reduction in the pay of Ministers as 
long as we cannot make any reduction in the |wiy of the Members of 
the Executive Council. I am just explaining that those of us who 
hold that the Ministers' pay should be reduced also hold, as in this 
motion, that the pay of the Executive (Vuncillors and their number 
should also lie reduced. It has been said that the late Mr. Tiluk and 
all other nationalists hold that it is very important that we must keep 
our Ministers on the same footing in every resjwct with the other 
Members of the Cabinet, whethei European or Indian. We entirely 
agree with that view, but whereas it is possible for us to reduce the 
pav of the Ministers it is not pissible for us to do so in the case of 
Members of the Executive Council. In their cast* all that we cun 
do is to lecofhniend or urge ujx.n Govern merit to recommend that their 
pay should lie reduced. 

Having cleared up these two points, I will only take a few 
moments to deal with the subject of the motion itself. It has already 
been dealt with from every point of view bv the previous speakers. 
It has been well said that the chief fault of the whole scheme of 
reforms is its grossly disproportionate overhead charges in the higher 
offices of Government and that this has practically nullified any good 
tesults that might have been reasonably exacted from these well- 
conceived reforms and liberal politioal measures. It is such a uni- 
versally accepted proposition that it is not necessary, I think, to dilate 
upon it at all, except to stress one point. The Indian Government, 
the leaders of Indian opinion, and the British Parliament are again 
engaged in fotging the next stage of the reformed constitution, and 
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it is very important that this view, namely, that the chief cause of 
the failure of the present reforms is due to the disproportionately 
heavy expenditure on the higher posts under that scheme, should be 
brought home to them, so that this mistake may not be repeated 
again. I say this because I do not find that sufficient stress is being 
laid on this point cither by the Indian nationalists or by any of the 
authorised *p)kesroeu who have expressed any opinion on the subject. 
Sir, if may be true that democracy is an expensive luxury and that 
if India want-4 a democratic system of Government she must pay for 
it. But is it not equally true that the very kernel of democracy is 
to cater for the well-being and happiness oi the people? If this 
fundamental motif is disregarded and if the real aim of all Govern- 
ments and much more so of a democratic Government be to serve 
the best interests oi the people, and if this fundamental object is not 
being achieved, surely it cannot be argued that as India demands 
democracy she must be saddled with a very expensive scheme of Gov- 
ernment which with her depleted finances it is utterly impossible 
for her to run. 

Now as to our desire to see retrenchment l>egin with the Cabinet, 
it is only proper that we should begin from the highly piid and expen- 
sive officers of Government; it is no use trying to start from the bottom 
and do away with a lot of low paid officers while leaving untouched 
the invulnerable posts which are far beyond the means of the country 
to maintain. It is only appropriate and proper that these highly paid 
and expensive posts should first be attacked. As I said some time 
ago it is for the Ministers and Memliers of Council to set an example; 
nt that time I urged that they should voluntarily accept a reduction 
in their pay, and 1 justified my demand for the reduction in the sixe 
and pay of the Cabinet on the ground that it is the most expensive 
part of the Government, with which we must begin first. 

As jegnrds the work that the Bengal Cabinet has to do, and 
whether there is sufficient for all the Members, is a matter on which 
there is complete unanimity of opinion as has been pointed out by 
several speakeis before me, and bv the last Retrenchment Committee 
of 1922. That Committee after going very exhaustively through the 
work that has to be done came to the conclusion that there was no 
justification nt all for Bengal to keep as many as seven Members in 
th* Government. They were of opinion that four Members would be 
sufficient Another speaker has fortified that point by drawing atten- 
tion to the fact that in this province during the time that there were 
no Ministers in th> Government, the Members of the Executive Coun- 
cil did the work of the Ministers and all the work was divided 
between them. That certainly is a very strong argument 
in favour of the contention that it is possible to get through 
the work that is being done by the seven with a fewer number of 
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l i nt » b«r». As legards the question how their work should be distri- 
toiled, a point which was drawn by my friend Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Mamin, I do not think it is either necessary or desirable that we 
should go into that matter now, but the important point to remember 
is tfiat it is possible if you decide to reduce the number of Members 
of the Executive Council, to do away with some of the reserved sub- 
ject*, even under the present Act, as my friend Mr. B. C. Chatterjee 
has often pointed out and transfer them to the Ministers. We there- 
fore all desire that there should be two Members of Council and two 
Ministers. 


Lastly, as legnrds the pay of these gentlemen, that is a point 
which might well be left to the decision of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee. 1 think for a suitable scale a pay of Rs. 8,500 may be 
adopted. In this matter I should only like to mention in conclnsion 
that Bombay seems to have set a very notable example, but wo are 
far too timorous here and say that the constitution cannot be changed 
so light-heaitedly and thnt the whole system of administration will 
be in jeojiordy if we try to bring about these changes in a hurry. 
We find that B< mbay has actually done what we propose should 1 k> 
done in Bengal. Of course we can only say on the authority of the 
newspapers, that three Members of the Executive Council have already 
submitted their resignation in the hands of the Governor, and that 
the reconstitution of the Cabinet is in process with only four Members. 


4-45 p.tn. 

1 very strongly urge that having rugard to the fac ts stated in this 
House tiKclay it is urgently necessary for Bengal to make up its 
mind at once and we must show that Bengal does not want to stand 
aside and remain in the background in this vital matter of retrench- 
ment — that she is going to take her rightful place amongst the pro- 
gressive provinces of India. Bengal should try to face the difficulties 
staring her in the face immediately and without a minute's delay. 
It is not for me to suggest ways and means as to how the Cabinet is 
to be reduced. It might be by either asking for the resignation of 
some of tbo Member*, or, if the time of some of the Members is up, 
by not filling up their posts by new Members, but by distributing 
their portfolios amongst other Members. But we think it is high 
time that Bengal should at once take up this matter and give a prac- 
tical proof of her determination to tackle the serious financial problems 
with which she is faced. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU* I supjHirt the motion. After 
the speeches that we have heard this afternoon it is not necessary for 
me to make any remarks at length. As regards the desirability or 
possibility of reducing the lumber of Executive Councillors, there can 
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be no question. Iam quite sure that the Executive Councillors them- 
selves will be free to admit that there is not enough work for four 
Members of the F.xecutive Council. As regards pay, Sir, we have 
always been told that the pay of the Executive Councillors has been 
fixed under the Government of India Act and therefore it cannot be 
reduced. I submit that this is not a correct reading of the Act. 
Section 85 of the Government of India Act says: — 

“There shall be paid to the Governor-General of India, and to the 
other persons mentioned in the Second Schedule to this Act, out of 
the revenues of India, such salaries, not exceeding in any case the 
maximum s]>e(*ified in that behalf in that schedule ” 


Tha Hon’ble Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE: Will Mr. Basu go on 
reading the whole section ? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Yea— “and such allowances 
(if any) for equipment and voyage ns the Secretary of State in Council 
may by order fix in that behalf, and, subject to or in default of any 
such order, as aio payable at the commencement of this Act.” 

Theiefore the discretion to fix the salary is in the hands of the 
Secretary of State ; but it seems the discretion of the Secretary of State 
lias been used to fix the salary at the maximum amount permissible. 
Mv {submission is that there is nothing to prevent this Council repre- 
senting to the Secretary of State that the province is unable to bear 
the maximum salaiy at the moment and therefore it should be open 
to the Secretary of State, if he is so convinced, to fix the salary at a 
figure lower than the existing figure. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Mr President, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Its. 13, (KM) under the head “22D — Executive 
Council” be reduced by Rs. 500 (to draw attention to the necessity 
of reducing the number of Members of the Executive Council from 
four to two). 

At the outset I should like to raise the constitutional issue that 
an irresponsible and irremovable executive was not compatible with 
on elected and popular legislature. It was the precursor of tension 
and friction. Sir, this system has been tried, I think, for about 14 
yeais, but it has miseiably failed. The unhdy combination of popular 
Ministers with them has created a situation unprecedented in any 
other part of the globe. This dyarchieal system has made the position 
of Ministers more untenable and precarious. It precipitated the down- 
fall of the Ministry on several occasions since its inception. Even the 
maker of modern Bengal — the greatest Minister we ever had — I mean 
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Sir Surendra Nath Banerjeo of revered memory— had to suffer humilia- 
tipO at the hands of his own countrymen for his association with the 
irresponsible executives 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That has nothing to do with the motion now 
before the House. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI M AH ASA I : Sir. we sincerely feel our 
helplessness in this Council. We cannot exercise the least influence 
on the actions of these honourable servants of the public. It did not 
matter much whether we withheld sup|>lies or voted for it or imsaed 
laws or refused it. The real power rested with them. The limits- 
tions under which this House has pit to work are too well known to 
need recounting 

Mf* PRESIDENT: Oidei. order. What uro you driving at? You 
must speak on the motion which is now before the House. The object, 
of your s {leech should be to determine as to what should bo the number 
of Executive Councillors. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Yes, Sir, 1 am coming to 
that. Sir, as it may not be possible for us to do away with the 
Executive Councillors, at any rate at the present moment, as it requires 
the sanction of the authorities beyond the sens to whom, I hope, our 
views will be communicated. 1 should like to suggest the scratching of 
superfluity and of limiting the number. Sir, during the general dis- 
cussion on the Budget the other day, T tried to emphasise the urgency 
of reducing the number of Executive Councillors from four to two. 
The real work of administration i* being done by the present indefatig- 
able Home Meml>er, and I am sure he is capable of administering all 
the portfolios attached to the honourable gentlemen on his right and 
on his left, I can say with all the emphasis that I can command that 
he is the only member who is acquainted with the minutest details of 
the administrative machinery in ull its departments, and I believe him 
to be the strongest man in the service — a rare quality for a ruler. He 
seldom becomes unnerved and all the vituperations which we are 
accustomed to fling at him do not affect him in the least. He remains 
unperturbed. Although I criticise him in the strongest language 
possible, yet I cannot but admire and appreciate his high qualities of 
head and heart. However, although undoubtedly capable, I do not 
wish that he should be overworked, if he elects to stay on, and another 
gentleman may be given some portfolios to lighten his work. Two 
Executive Councillors would, I think, be enough for Bengal. I hope 
the example set by Bombay should be followed by the Cabinet of 
Bengal. 
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Sir, it ho* become a very viciou* practice lor tfee last few years to 
corrupt the highest judiciary ia the land by the toe d appointment 
to officiate as Executive Councillors after their retirement. This per- 
nicious practice 

Mr. PRESIDENTS That has nothing to do with the motion under 
discussion. 

(Here the member resumed his seat.) 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA * Sir, I remember the time 
when Bengal led India in thought, at any rate in political ideas. I 
wonder if it has come to this now that Bengal is not even prepared to 
follow at a distance the example set by Bombay. If it should have 
come to that, then every Bengali — I do not speak of the natives of 
Bengal alone, but everybody who is in Bengal — has good reason to hang 
down liis head in shame. When an emergency arose such as the one 
we have been facing, not this year alone but also in the previous year, 
Bombay promptly responded by carrying out retrenchment at the very 
top and we are only asking by these motions that the heads of the 
Government in Bengal should follow in her footsteps. Well, Sir, I 
may perhaps say that to reduce the number ot the Executive Councillors 
to two would be an act of kindness to them. These gentlemen — the 
Members of the Executive Council — are living at the present moment 
under a threat of extinction at no distant date, and if their number is 
reduced to two now, it would be much easier for them to go out of 
existence when the time comes. I need not labour the point which has 
been made by previous speakers that the Government of Bengal can be 
efficiently carried on by four persons — two Members of the Executive 
Council, if you like, and two Ministers. It has been carried on — and 
that, I think, is conclusive on the question — for a long period by four 
persons only, and we never heard of complaints of overwork or of 
overburdening of th# wurk of the Executive Councillors. We want to 
revert to that number as a permanent feature, not that there should be 
four Executive Councillors but that there should be not more than four 
Members of the Cabinet — two Executive Councillors, if you like, and 
two Ministers. Well, I am 'sure Bengal would not have had more than 
four Members of the Cabin** %ut for the unfortunate necessity which 
was felt, as I have stated, to provide for checks and balances of 
community against community and interest against interest. That 
accounts for four Members of the Executive Council. Well, we have 
to have at least one Hindu and one Muhammadan in the Executive 
Council and to counterbalance them there must be two members of the 
Indian Civil 'Service-^Burt^eans— on it. That, I believe, was at the 
back of the mind of those who fixed the number at four, which is not 
recognised to be a magic number though the number seven is. I say it 
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& time that faced with a financial crisis the like of which we have never 
Wt before, we should be able to rise above pettiness which necessitates 
checks and balances, and that we should make common cause against 
this extravagance and be rational. Let us have the minimum number 
of officers necessary to carry on the work of administration, irrespective 
of the question whether this community or that community is 
represented on the Cabinet or not. It is absolutely immaterial to me 
at any rate whether my community, or any community for the matter 
of that, is represented on the Executive Council, which is an irrespon- 
sible body. It does not give me any sense of pride or satisfaction to 
feel that a member of my community is earning a fat salary. I shall 
be quite content if there is no member of my community on the 
Executive Council and if it is solely constituted by Mr. Prentice and 
Mr. Marr. I do not care whether any of my countrymen is on the 
Executive Council or not — we can bear the situation for a couple of 
years or so that the Executive Council is going to remain. So also in 
regard to the question of Hindus and Muhammadans I am absolutely 
indifferent so long as we get Ministers or Councillors who are able to 
do their work properly. Let the ablest men be appointed to these 
posts and let us trust ourselves to keep them straight. Let us approach 
this question from this point of view. Let every member interested in 
the welfare of the country concentrate on this point that we must have 
the work of administration done at the minimum cost and with the 
utmost efficiency, and I have no hesitation in saying that every one will 
agree that there should be not more than two Executive Councillors and 
two Ministers. 

5 p.m. 

Baba KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I wholeheartedly 
support the motion. This is not the first time that the question has 
been raised on the floor of this House. It was in the year 1921, I 
believe, that this question was discussed several times. At that time 
also there was a heavy deficit staring us in the face and we came to the 
conclusion that two Executive Councillors were quite sufficient. This 
was carried by an overwhelming majority. I may inform you that I had 
private information that this was also under the contemplation of the 
Secretary of State. Fortunately, however, on account of a heavy 
contribution of Re. 1 crore and 55 lakhs being remitted at the time 
it was not so very difficult to manage. Mr. Montagu also went out of 
office at the time and so nothing was done in that matter. It was 
subsequently considered by the Retrenchment Committee and they also 
were of opinion that two members would be qnite sufficient. 

It not merely a question of economy,, but it is quite clear that 
we are unable to meet the heavy deficit. This year we shall be indebted 
to the Government of India to the extent of two crores and several 
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lakhs and next year there will be a deficit of a crore and sitty-four or 
sixty-five lakhs. We are not consulted in these matters. The Govern- 
ment of India will advance the money and charge the Bengal finances 
to the extent of Its. 25 lakhs a year for fifty years. That shows that 
it is not a question of expediency but a question of urgent necessity, 
as we must exist first. It is impossible to let things go on in the way 
in which they have been allowed to go on so long. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Marr candidly admits that it is a very deplorable state of things 
and he did not hold out any hope in the near future of an improvement. 
If that is so, with what conscience we can support a budget which 
provides quite unnecessarily for the pay of four Executive Councillors 
and the necessary establishment for them. 


At the very beginning of the reformed Council we came to the 
conclusion that it was quite unnecessary to have four members of the 
Executive Council and it was simply because of the increased stamp 
duties and the assessment tax, in the year 1923, that things could be 
managed anyhow. Now, however, the condition is very deplorable, and 
it is extremely necessary that we should come to a final decision in the 
matter. Even if we cannot carry the motion or if we carry it and 
Government treats it as a dead letter, it is the duty of this House not 
to be a party in this insane extravagance. If you have no money, why 
do you indulge in providing for unnecessary expenditure? In that 
case it is your duty to keep room and minimise the expenditure to the 
utmost. “Cut your coat according to your cloth” is a common saying 
that we all know’. Although the Hon'ble Mr. Prentice objects to any 
reduction in this grunt, 1 think it is absolutely necessary und incumbent 
upon us to do so. It is clear that the law' provides for the maximum 
number and it is very unfortunate that we have made provision for the 
maximum in every case. If the Government of India, instead of 
lending money to the Government of Bengal, in spite of the wishes of 
the representatives of the people to the country, make a contribution, 
we have nothing to say. If the Government of India pay, let it be 
spent in any way it likes and w r e do not object to it. But instead of 
making a contribution they lend you money, and it cannot be justified 
in auv way as it is not covered bv the local Government’s power of 
contracting a loan ; it is not covered by the provision of these rules. 
It is, therefore, very regrettable that in spite of that the Government of 
Bengal are bent upon contracting loans year after year without 
considering whether they w ill be in a position to repay them. Before 
the Reforms I made a study of the accounts of ten years and I saw 
that the Government of India had to make a contribution every year 
for carrying on* the Government of Bengal. I think the Meston award 
is gone, because the contribution question is gone, it being remitted 
and it is no use saying that the Federal Finance Committee will come 
to your relief. We must meet the situation with what we have got at 
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oapr disposal and in this view I must say that there should be a 
reduction in the number of Executive Councillors. 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, I am afraid that this 
is an occasion on which I have to differ from my friend, Maulvi Syed 
Jalaluddin Hashemy. I think we are carrying on a very unreal dis- 
cussion. It is not in the hands of the local Government to reduce the 
number of the Members of the Executive Council of His Excellency the 
Governor. Then in deciding the number of Members of the Executive 
Council or of the Ministers, we have to consider briefly the system 
under which the administration is being carried on. 1 can believe that 
the Government of Bengal can be carried on with efficiency by a single 
person as in the old days, but when we have given up that ideal, when 
we have begun to associate with the head of the province others to 
advise him in the work of administration, 1 think there should be a 
sufficient number of advisers at the disposal of the Governor to carry 
on the work. When we decide that the ruler of a province is to come 
from a distant land with no experience of the conditions prevailing 
here, it is more than necessary that he should have an adequate number 
of men who have an intimate knowledge of the province. Sir, I think 
the policy in appointing Members of the Government should be that 
the Government of Bengal should consist of persons who have a 
personal knowledge of the different parts of the province, either by 
experience, residence, or by being there in connection with administra- 
tive work. Sir, even as it is I feel that the Government of Bengal has 
got out of personal touch with the people of this country. It was quite 
the other day that 1 suggested that the Members of the Executive 
Counc il should make it a point to tour in the different parts of the 
province. 


5-15 p.m. 

Sir, when t lie government of the province has to he carried on in 
co-operation with the people of the province, it should he our duty to 
see that the different interests in the province are properly represented 
on the government, and I think, Sir, one of the causes of the success of 
His Excellency’s experiment in carrying on the administration of the 
dy archival system of government has been that he, at least, has acted 
with discretion in his selection. If I give expression to this view, I 
do not want to be misunderstood. I told members of this Council 
some months ago, and even on another occasion about the number that 
we want. We want the administration to be carried on by responsible 
Ministers; we do not want a single Executive Councillor in the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. But so long as the government is to be carried on 
under the present system, I think it would be wrong to reduce the 
number of Executive Councillors, unless the Government proves it 
under the law, to be a necessity. 
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Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYi I regret 1 cannot support this motion. 
Long have we borne the asses 1 load and our backs have not broken. 
Soon we are about to heap on other loads, namely, the cost of an 
enlarged legislature, and we have no intention of reducing the number 
of portfolios ; hence, we have no legs to stand upon. If we are bankrupt 
now, we shall be bankrupt if there is a reduction in the number of 
honourable*; moreover, when all of us want to be Ministers, we ought 
to have a sufficient number of seats to go round. Again, the number 
does not necessarily imply that there is work for all of them. Of 
course, if all of them who adorn the front Treasury benches — I believe 
that is the Parliamentary title — knew their work, there would be work 
for all. There is the Agricultural Department, the Co-operative 
Department, the Irrigation Department, the Forest Department, the 
Industries, the Tenancy system — all these want overhauling — but 
nothing is done. But we want wise men of the East to mingle with 
those of the West, and we want them in large numbers, and hence I 
support the number as at present. On the other hand, there is a good 
case for increasing the number of Ministers, with a more reasonable 
pay, so that there may be as many wise men in the Cabinet as we can 
put in. It is a tradition of the West that there are always a large 
number of men without portfolios, who do nothing except draw money, 
and supply the grey matter within the Cabinet, and we are strictly 
following the Western tradition by providing grey matter without the 
work. Moreover, members are not necessarily confined to their 
portfolios. There is plenty of work which they can do outside the port- 
folios which have been allotted to them, and we know of several 
members wdio have made themselves very useful in the troublous times 
through which the Government is at present passing. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Earlier in the day, I said that a band was 
necessary for the Governor of Bengal, and towards the close of the day 
I regret to observe that I do not thereby mean that a big Cabinet is also 
necessary for His Excellency the Governory/Tbe second question is 
whether this Cabinet is necessary for the administration of Bengal or 
not. From wkat we have heard in this Council and outside, we find that 
these Members of the Cabinet, at least some of them, are not definitely 
regarded either for utility or for ornament. We have been referred, 
too, by several speakers, to the action taken by Bombay in reducing the 
number of their Cabinet. I would refer to the big province — the United 
Provinces of Agra and Oudh. That is a much bigger province than 
Bengal, and its work is of a more difficult and arduous character than 
that of Bengal, because the revenue system in the United Provinces is 
not so simple as that of Bengal, and their irrigation problem is more 
complicated and* expensive, and it cannot be said that in the p r e sen t day 
the political problems are of less value than they are in Bengal. But 
there the work of the United Provinces Government is being carried on 
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equally efficiently, if not more efficiently, and they have got only two 
Executive Members and two Ministers. 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta has said that the number of Execu- 
tive Councillors ought to be increased on account of communal difficul- 
ties. There he is mistaken. After the Government of India Act was 
passed, the Secretary of State laid down that there should be four Mem- 
bers of the Executive Council in all of the Presidency provinces, Bombay, 
Madras and Bengal, and the question of having one member from each 
community was later on decided by the Government itself. But that 
is a different matter. He also said that prior to this, we had only four 
Members of the Cabinet ; but there he is wrong. We had before the in- 
troduction of the Reforms only three Members to carry on the adminis- 
tration. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I did not say that. 1 
referred to the condition of affairs when the Ministers were appointed. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I beg your pardon ; I thought you said that. 
My reading of the situation is that we are paying the penalty of being 
burdened with this extraordinarily heavy cost for the privilege of coming 
here and talking. That is the only advantage that we have got by the 
introduction of these Reforms and by the privilege of having some sort 
of responsible government in this province. /Before the present Legis- 
lative Councils were formed, the Government was carried on with great 
efficiency , because then the Members of the Government came into much 
closer contact not with the members of this Council but with the people 
of the province, than they do at the present time. Now Writers’ Dfffld- 
ings only think of their files and how to dispose of them. The Members 
of the Government never come into contact with the people to see how 
they can improve their condition. It has been said that we should let 
matters stand as they are — better days are coming, we shall have provin- 
cial autonomy, and tlieu we can shape our requirements according to our 
needs. I am a little apprehensive on that point. When the first Re- 
forms were introduced, we were burdened with three Executive Coun- 
cillors and wheh further responsibility was given, we were burdened 
with four Members, and I am afraid when provincial autonomy is 
granted, we might be burdened with half-a-dosen or more Councillors. 

The question is simply this: Whether we ought to have a top- 
heavy administration. The other day, the Finance Member announced 
that the Executive Members were pleased to forego 10 per cent, of their 
salaries, and we cheered them, but I should like to have an opportunity 
of cheering them again, when we hear that they have responded to the 
popular call and reduced the number of individuals in the Cabinet. 

Mr. Shanti Shekhareewar Bay said that is not within 
the competence of the local Government to reduce the number of the 
Executive Councillors. X submit that it is our duty here to express 
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our opinion definitely on the point whether we in our responsible posi- 
tion as leaders accept this reduction or not. 


Bah u KHETTER MOHAN RAY: In rising to speak on the motion, 
I should like to point out that, before the Council Government was 
introduced in the Bengal Presidency the business of the local Govern- 
ment was carried on by one Lieutenant-Governor with the aid of his 
Secretaries and departmental heads. After it was introduced we had 
four Executive Councillors, besides the usual number of Secretaries and 
heads of the Departments to assist them. Subsequently, after the in- 
auguration of the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, which are still work- 
ing, we have four Executive Councillors and three Ministers under the 
Governor, carrying on the administration of the country with the assist- 
ance of Secretaries and heads of various Departments. It should be 
remembered that at the time of introduction of the Council Govern- 
ment, the extent of the Bengal Presidency was much reduced by forma- 
tion of a new province of Bihar and Orissa. So we find that the work 
of the Government was necessarily much reduced, but the number of 
the members of the governing body was increased in inverse ratio. It 
has been pressed on the Government several times that the general 
administration of the country is top-heavy, which our country, poor us 
it is, can scarcely afford to maintain. Making allowances for increase 
of work, owiug to the introduction of the Reforms and other altered 
conditions of the country, can it be said that there is sufficient work 
for four Executive Councillors and three Ministers ? Truth is that the 
work now done by seven officials can conveniently hi* performed by four 
Members without any diminution of efficiency. But still the Govern- 
ment will persist in having four Executive Councillors to the detriment 
of the interests of the country. The country is hied white by the 
groaning burden of taxation; half the population can scarcely find two 
meals in a day. But the Government will indulge in the luxury of four 
Councillors and three Ministers, entailing a heavy expenditure on the 
administration of the country. This is one of the typical instances of 
extravagance which is unfortunately permeating all Departments of 
the Government. Administration has been carried on some years at a 
deficit. We cannot indulge in the luxury of having the top-heavy 
administration any longer. It is high tiipe that the Government 
should move to cut down the superfluities and practise rigid economies by 
following the Bombay example referred to by previous speakers. 

Nawato MUSHARRUF HO BAIN, Khan Bahadur: I have patiently 
beard the speeches delivered here by different persons, and I heard the 
very serious speeches of my friend Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta and 
one or two otheta. I say they very seriously believe that the number 
of the Executive Councillors should be reduced to two. I cannot join 
bands with them. I have a little experience of the Government of tba 
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Wan try, and from what I know of the inner working of the Government, 
I can tell the House that if instead of four, the number was increased 
to eight, everybody will do the work entrusted to him in right earnest. 


5-30 p.m. 

The country, specially this province, is so undeveloped, there are so 
many difficult problems concerning public health, irrigation and 
agriculture to solve, that there is sufficient work in the Department* 
of the Government to engage the whole-time attention of its members. 
As regards the question of funds, it has been said: “What is the use 
of retaining a large number of officers when there is no money and 
when there is no work for them for want of funds*” Sir, I say it is 
not money which is the only thing required, but what is required is 
the real earnestness and real desire on the part of the Members of the 
Executive Council or the Ministers to do their best for the uplift of the 
province. It is really the heart that works, and if my friends who are 
now administering the Departments have got hearts to do their best, 
there is enough work in all the Departments for ail the Members of the 
Executive Council and the Ministers. Sir, much has been said about 
the Hon’ble Sir A. K. Ohuznavi. He is in charge of very important 
Departments and the Department of Irrigation has a great scope before 
it. If lie would care to make a comprehensive programme of irriga- 
tion works for Bengal, if he would study the deplorable condition of 
Bengal irrigation, the problem of resuscitating the dying and dead 
rivers, and if he can convince the Government as a whole that there is 
really such a scheme ready which requires the consideration and 
sympathy of the other members of the Government, then I do not 
believe the Government will hesitate to provide him with adequate 
funds even by borrowing, if necessary . As regards the other members, 
they have not been attacked so much as the Irrigation Member, hut 
they have been attacked from another point of view' und that is that 
there should be retrenchment on account of the present economic diffi- 
culty of the Government. I cannot understand why this Council should 
care at all about the economic difficulty of the Government so long as 
the Government is able to carry on their activities with funds at their 
disposal. There is the Government of India who are always ready to 
help local Governments by advancing money when the latter are in 
financial difficulties. I cannot, therefore, understand why the Govern- 
ment of Bengal should care at all for economy when there is the Govern- 
ment of India to come to their rescue 


Mr. H« S» itlHRAWARDYs May I Inquire, Sir, a* to whether 
the member is serious or sarcastic. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: What i a your point, Nawab Sabebf Da you 
want tiie Government of Bengal to borrow more money and appoint 
more Executive Councillors? (Laughter.) 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I want to 
say that the question of economy does not arise at all when the Govern- 
ment of India is ready to finance any amount of money that is required 
for the Government of Bengal. It is for that reason that there is no 
necessity for the cut motion and it is quite untenable. 

On these grounds, Sir, I beg to oppose the motion. 

The Hon* We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not wish to take up 
much of the time of the Council in regard to this question. I am 
afraid I can only make a very short speech in answer to all the eloquence 
that has been directed to this subject. Because, after all, the money 
I am asking for is required for peons, contingencies and things like 
that and not for the Members of the Executive Council personally. 
Under the constitution, the number of Members of the Executive Coun- 
cil and its pay are not matters which can be discussed in this House. 
In 1923, Sir Hugh Stephenson dealt with a similar motion. He started 
by saying “the Council will hardly expect me to discuss on this motion 
the question of the number of Members of Council. It is a matter 
which is not within the competence of this Government and it is im- 
possible for this Government to make any statement whatsoever on 
the subject. As he ha# raised no other question, I will not go into the 
details of this particular item beyond saying that it is considerably 
less than the actuals of last year.” On this occasion also as the hon’ble 
member did not raise any particulai point in dealing with this demand, 
I shall only say that it is considerably less than the actuals of last year. 

Mr. d. N. CUPTA: What is the authority with regard to the first 
point? 

The Hon’bl* Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If you look at section 
47 (I) of the Government of India Act, you will find that the Members 
ef a Governor's Executive Council shall be appointed by His Majesty 
by Warrant under the Royal Sign Manual, and shall be of such num- 
ber, not exceeding four, as the Secretary of State in Counoil directs. 
So it will be seen that it is not the Government of Bengal nor the 
Government of India hut the Secretary' of State who is concerned with 
this. Mr. N. K. Basu has read the section about their pay, and that is 
also not the concern of the Government of Bengal. I think it was 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Monpn who dealt with the question of filling up 
of officiating vacancies in the Executive Council. I am only surprised 
that a gentleman who has spent all his time in Government service 
should not have taken some trouble to look up the law on the subject. 
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llyoii tok at the law, you will find that section 92 o! the Government 
hf India Act lays down that if a vacancy occurs in the office of a Mem* 
be* of the Executive Council of a Governor, the Governor in Council 
ilkiU supply the vacancy by appointing a temporary Member of the 
Council. The word is “shall”. 

■*« SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir. may I make 

one suggestion ? May it not go as a recommendation of this Council to 
the Secretary of State? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He has not disputed that. 

Thi Hobble Mr. W. D. R« PRENTICE: 1 suggest that a cut in the 

pay of the peons is not the proper subject on which to bring up thia 
question. There are other methods by which this Council may express 
their opinion and have it forwarded to the Secretary of State. I am 
not asking in m\ motion anything tor the Members of the Executive 
Council. 1 am at present asking for money for certain specific purposes 
which do not concern the Executive Council at all. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTER JEE: On a point of order, Sir, you have allowed 
us to discuss this on this particular motion. Therefore, I think 
Mr. Prentice is out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If I heard him aright the Hon’ble Mr. Prentioe 
said that the Government of Bengal is not competent to fix the number 
or determine the salary of Members of the Executive Council. Did he 
dispute the right of this Council to express their opinion regarding it 
by a motion for a token cut under the head “Executive Council”? 

Tin Htn’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: What I said was that the 
amount of money I am asking for has nothing to do with the number 
of Executive Councillors and their pay. The Council was only re-v 
quired to vote a certain sum for contingencies and peons., 

5-45 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But perhaps you never intended to question 
the right of this House to raise such a question by a motion for a token 
cut under the head “Executive Council.” 

Tilt HtH* bit Mr. W« D. R. PRENTICE: I did not rise to dispute 
any point. I have explained that what 1 am asking for is money for 
the item which is the subject of this demand. 

Mr., PRESIDENT: 1 am not asking your opinion on the question, 
of relevancy. I am asking you whether you dispute the point that 
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this House is competent to raise this question and to discuss their case 
with regard to the number and pay of the Executive Councillors on the 
floor of this House by a motion for a token cut under the head * ‘Execu- 
tive Council . 99 That is a point which you are not disputing, I think. 

Thu Hon’ble Mr* W* D* R* PRENTICE* I will answer that ques- 
tion if you ask me, but I consider that decision lies in your hands and 
not in mine. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That opinion cannot be legitimately 
expressed in this House. What he is asking for at present is money 
for peons. 


Mr. PRESIDENT* Order, order. I want to know what the 
Hon’ble Mr. Prentice actually said. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Mr. Prentice distinctly said 
that this is not the proper occasion to raise this question ; and that there 
were other methods of disputing the whole grant for the Executive 
Council. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If that was really his contention then I must 
say from my place as President of this Council that on the whole, the 
debate was sound and the motion as admitted by me was sound, being 
based broad and deep on the privilege of the House of which I am the 
custodian. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I was particularly careful 
to say that I was not questioning your ruling. All that I was asking 
the Council to do was to give me money for peons and things like that 
and that demand has nothing to do w ith the number of members of the 
Executive Council and their pay which are not within the competence 
of the Bengal Government to deal with. 

Rai BATISH CHANDRA MUKHERJI Bahadur: If the motion is 
carried, what would be the effect of the Re. 1 cut on the demand of the 
Hon’ble Member? 

Thu Hoaftlla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The effect will be that 
we will not be ahle to reappropriate any amount within the “General 
Administration 1 ' grant without coming to this Council, so that you 
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*31 cripple the administration of all subjects dealt with under head 
— General Administration. ” 

Jjk , 

The motions of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy and Babu Satish 
Chandra Ray Chowdhury were then put and lost. 


6 p.m. 

The motion of Khau Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin was then 
put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


All. Maulvi Hutu. 

Bakth, Maulvi Byad Majid. 

Banarjt, Mr. P. 

Banarji, Rai Bahadur Kaahab Chandra. 
Bamtarjea, tabu Jitandralal. 

Satu, iabu Jatindra Nath. 

Basu, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Baaa, Mr. t. M. 

Chattarjaa, Mr. B. C. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahari Mahan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mlntui- 
tantan. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Byad Otman Haidar. 
Cheudhury, Maulvi Mural Abtar. 
Chavrdnury, Maulvi Abdul ahani. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Kuaufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. 
Bhaaa, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 

Oupta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Hathamy, Maulvi Byrd «lalaluddin. 


Haqua, Kati Emdadut. 

H attain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamituddin. 

Khan, Mr. Rataur Rahman. 

Mittra, Babu Barat Chandra. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul 
Mukharji, Rai Bahadur Batiah Chandra. 
Has, Babu tuk Lai. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Rahman, Maulvi Afitur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munlndra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu Batiah Chandra. 
Raut, Babu Haaanl. 

Ray, Babu Haribanaa. 

Ray, Babu Jitandra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Batyandra Hath. 

Ban Qupta, Or. N a rath Ohandra. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul MamM. 


NOES. 


Auttin, Mr. 4 . M. 

BaI, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. Barat Chandra. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panabanan. 

Bart lay, Mr. C. 

Baair uddin, Khan Sahib Maulvi 
M o hamm ad. 

Btrkmyra, Mr. H. 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. 

Bpttamtay, Mr. 4 . M. 

Sural, Babu Sdhul Ohand. 

Chaudhuri Khau Bahadur Maulvi Haftsur 
Sifeuui) 

Ch au dh ur y , Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Odhau, Mr. D. 4 , 

Oapplnuar, Major Bauiral w. V. 

O u a p a r , Mr. C. B. 

Salih Hr. S. A 

Mas, Sal Bahadur ttamhil Kumar. 

Sea, Rai B a h adur Batyaudra Kumar. 
Sar ac ul the Maa*Ma Naamb K. S. M, 

Sawaua, Mr. A. It 


Porraalar, Mr. 4 . Campball. 

Bangali, Rai Bahadur a util Kumar. 
Bhaaa, tha Han’bta Bir B. B. 
fihumavi, tha Man’bta A I had J BJr Abdal 
karim. 

Oilahritt, Mr. R. N. 

Caanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Buha, Babu PratutJa Kumar. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Qumar, Mr. C. W. 

Haoain, Nauab Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huaaain, Maulvi Latalat 
Karr, Mr. W. 4 . 

Khan, Maulvi Am man l am a n . 

L aaaan, Mr. S. W. 

Macuira, Mr. L. T. 

Mart, tha Han'Wa Mr. A. 

MaCMuakia, Mr. E. ▼. 

Millar, Mr. 0. C. 

Mutftak, Mr. Mukuuda Bahary. 

Has* R ava r a nd B. A. 

— - M. VfeMla 

i^wBSSSHM^^BHMMuM^ EMMS d ^HMmMPMBsMBd 

Nartau, Mr. M. R. 


SI 
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dritofc, Mr. J. K. 

Pftilp*, Mr. H. 0. V* 

Frantic* tfto Hci^Mf Mr. W. O. ft. 

MMnMMy Mr. A. F. M. AMnr* 

My, Bite Nagtndni Mere yen. 

•ley CHWhuri, Mr. K. 6. 

Met* Mr. J. 

Hey, Mr. Iciinmr tine* 
ftcy, me Hen bic Mr. Bijey Prtiu 
Hey Ch*odhuri, Bafc’j Hem Cfeantfra. 

The Ayes being 41 and the Noes 61, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Babu Satyendra Nath Roy was not put as it was covered 
by the foregoing decision of the Council. 

The motion of Mr. J. N. Gupta was put and lost. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was than put and lost. 

Ilf« At Ft RAHMAN* It is unfortunate that this motion comes 
under the head “Executive Council.” But I am fortified by your 
ruling that it would not be irrelevant. I therefore move that the 
demand for Rg. 13,000 under the head “22D— Executive Council” be 
reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion on the desirability of steps 
being taken for the immediate introduction of full responsible govern- 
ment in the province). I do not move it on the ground either of 
economy or inefficiency or of the lurgeness of the sise of the Council 
though most of us have a wholesome dislike of Government unless we 
are included in it! I am asking this Council to assert the principle of 
self-determination. Sir, Bengal’s destiny is being decided elsewhere 
without any reference to Bengal, and it seems to me that self-deter- 
mination has come to menu my "self” and your "determination.” 

I do not suppose during recent history any political proposition has 
evoked such unanimity of opinion as the grant of full responsible 
government to the provinces of India and this motion merely asks that 
the declaration of everyliody should now lie translated into action. It 
has been said both by the Viceroy and the Governor of our province 
that every effort will lie made— whatever be the political horison of 
India— to push on with the work of constitution-making, and what is 
the present position? After two very costly sittings of the Round 
Table Conference, the Prime Minister has outlined the future consti. 
tution for India. There are three salient features — All-India Federa- 
tion; Central Responsibility with Safeguards; and Provincial Auto- 
noiuy. But since that declaration we have not proceeded very fnr 
All the labours in England have ended in a consultative Committee 
who are drafting fundamental rights and discovering new differences- 
committees and more committees are touring India and the ideal— the 
ideal of Federation— has receded into the dim distance, and the whole 
of India i» waiting until the Princes make up their mind*. Those 
that are watching, events intelligently must admit i£at in all this 
of Federation and Confederation, the two most important things that 


•aaaaa, amp Mrs Makar. 
tarkM-, Rai tahik tokati **- — 
Sm, Mr. a. a. 

Uni t * Mr. M. f. 

Trarara, Sir I, •Witt 
Wilkiwn, Mr. H. ft. 

Ww —w r tt , Mr. W. 0. 
Worthington, Mr. It. H. 
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directly concern us, viz.. Central Responsibility and Provincial Ante*, 
iimy, are being conveniently forgotten. I submit, Sir, that tbe case 
fofr tbe immediate grant of Provincial Autonomy is stronger to-day than 
it was a year ago and tbe obvious advantages are infinitely greater 
than tbe attainment of a very remote ideal. After two years of Round 
Tables and Federal Structures we seem to have attained a remarkable 
unity on differences rather than on agreements. We do not agree 
about Federation; we do not agree about the safeguards; but tbe one 
thing on which we are all agreed, nr., full responsible government to 
the provinces, that somehow, is being relegated to the background. I 
know, it will be said that His Majesty’s Government were prepared to 
inaugurate this at once, but at the express request of leaders of Indian 
opinion, it was postponed. Such polite consideration for a request from 
this side of the sea is rather unusual. Nor do I understand the atti- 
tude of those who cling lingeringly to the British to give them a free 
federated and contented India aud then quietly efface themselves. 
Nobody builds from the top downwards. You cannot erect a pyramid 
until the foundations are secure; autonomous provinces are the founda- 
tions on which the federal structure will be raised, and I submit that 
steps should be taken immediately in that direction. It will be 
urged, as an excuse for delay, that the Committees that are touring 
India are doing that work and their reports are awaited. I suppose 
when these are published, they will be circulated for eliciting public 
opinion. In any case, whatever be the decisions of these Committees, 
they can l»e incorporated in rules. Is it necessary to hold up all legis- 
lation until these minor matters have been settled? I admit there is 
force in the argument that until the relations with the Centre are 
adjusted, autonomy in the provinces would be meaningless. No con- 
stitution should be so rigid as not to admit of improvements; and is it 
so very difficult for those in authority to part with power at the 
Centre? Given good-will and the will to find a wav, these are not 
insuperable difficulties. 

Then there is one very serious consideration. It is needless to re- 
iterate here the present position of this province, the political discon- 
tent, the economic distress and the existence of a movement that is a 
menace to organised society. During the last February meeting of this 
House, it was freely admitted that all is not well with Bengal and 
various remedies were suggested. While we as a body have generally 
a g ree d to arm an irresponsible executive with special and emergency 
powers, have never deceived ourselves that this is the remedy. Tbe 
danger to a Government in these days is essentially moral and that 
can only be combated by broadbasing it in such a way that it reflect* 
An will of the people. No Government could be run on emergency 
powers, nor could it be called efficient if tbe emergency existed for a 
number of years. If the Government were fully responsible, all the!# 
exigencies would become unnecessary aud disappear and a contented 



m DEMANDS FOB GEANTS. [18m Much, 

province would release your energies to be directed towards other 
objects. Somewhere it has been said that the efforts of the present 
Government are directed towards the restoration of a calm atmosphere, 
to that the intricate details of a constitution can be hammered out. 
This passion for calm atmosphere reminds one of the attitude of the 
pacifist who was so much for peace that if anybody disturbed it, he was 
prepared to fight him. 

Tt is useless to labour all these arguments. There is no difference 
of opinion about them, nor is there any question about our fitness to 
wield power. We may iuak<? mistakes, but mistakes are the experi- 
ence of life. Everybody knows that this question of autonomy to the 
provinces is held up because somewhere in the minds of some poli- 
ticians there is a suspicion that its inauguration will jeopardise the 
Federation of all India, and the problem of Central Responsibility. 
Some leaders have suggested an alternative — the transfer of some 
more Departments to popular control, and then wait for Federation and 
Central Responsibility to come. This perpetuation of dyarchy — this 
temporising and surrender of principles to a fancied danger — is it 
justifiable ? It is just as well to recognise frankly that at present it 
seems impossible to reach the moon — but for that reason must we be in 
the cloud-? Nor is it fair to suspend constitution-making to suit the 
convenience of princes or the ambitions of dreamy politicians. Besides, 
a Federation of British Indian provinces would ultimately compel all 
those who are hesitating to enter the Federation, as it would he impos- 
sible for them to remain out of it— ami do you suggest that Central 
Responsibility could be long delayed? It would be wisdom to make 
n thing inevitable rather than wait indefinitely for the dream to 
materialise. If now full responsibility is not introduced in the pro- 
vinces and we are asked to work the present system for another term, 
the feeling of resentment would lie deep and acute and the bond fidUs 
of Government would be in question. I have no idea what attitude Gov- 
ernment is going to adopt. I suppose following their usual practice 
they will be opposed to this motion. But opposed to what? To Pro- 
vincial Autonomy? That is inevitable. If they say they are opposed 
to its immediate introduction, I submit they must consider seriously 
the repercussions of such u statement. Again, they might say that they 
abide by the policy laid down by Ilis Majesty’s Government, Sir, there 
is a tendency these days for Government to concentrate on its coercive 
aspect to think that its main duty is the maintenance of law and order. 
Might we not ask them just for once to ascertain and interpret the raa] 
mind of the people whom they govern and advise His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment that in the light of recent happenings in India and in this 
province, they also recommend the immediate introduction of full 
responsible government? That would be statesmanship and graceful 
and His Matty's Government with the facility that they have shown 
for complying with requests will also comply with this. 
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Thera are again some among us who hesitate to support immediate 
Provincial Autonomy on the ground of this difficulty or that difficulty., 
f confident that each one of them, without exception, have strongly 
aAd persistently advocated full Provincial Autonomy and should it be 
Mid of them that now that the goal is within sight, they lack courage? 
If that is so, their case for Indian constitutional reform falls to the 
ground. They advise caution. They advise delay. But why? Either 
they have too much faith in time, to heal all differences or in the 
British, who, they hope, will clean the slate for them, so that they can 
write on it. 

If you would permit a little lapse into poetry, may I say to those 
who dream of a completed edifice and would not build it bit by bit, and 
also to those who think that the time is not yet ripe, that for yet awhile 
power should remain with them, that — 

If you dream, do not make dreams your master, 

If you think, do not make thoughts your aim, 

But treat both these impostors just the sam*. 


[At MO p.m. the Council wa^ adjourned for pruyer and it re- 
assembled at MO p.m ] 


Baht! JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 13,000 under the head “22D. — Executive Council” be 
reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise the constitutional issue about the necessity 
for the immediate grant of full responsible government to the province). 

Sir, it has always been a great pleasure to me to listen to my friend, 
Mr. A. F. liahman. The coolness, the balance, the poise of mind which 
he habitually displays — bis unimpassioned statement and the reasoned 
judgment — these are qualities which fill me w'ith winder, admiration 
and envy. I wish that I could cultivate thesa qualities myself, and tu 
me it has been a matter of life-long regret that I have not been able to 
do so. And to-day, what heightens my admiration for him still more 
is the attitude he has taken up towards a vital and cardinal question of 
politics. I hail it as an omen of happy augury that on a measure of 
first-class political importance, he — a Muhammadan — and I — a Hindu 
— should both sail in the same boat and we both absolutely agree in 
every essential detail. Sir, this shows that the differences between 
Hindus and Muhammadans, of which our enemies make so much, are 
superficial and will be dispelled whenever any actual question of poli- 
tics comes up before the country. And I am fortified in this belief all 
the more by my knowledge that it is not Mr. Rahman alone but eveiy 
member of the Muhammadan group who will support me in asking fnt 
the immediate grant of full provincial responsibility. 



m DEMANDS FOE ©BANTS. [18th MApcp, 

Sir it may be aeked, “what is the hurry about it aUP” Io ordar to 
^eal with this queetion, I shall hare to go a little, a very little, nay 
back So far a» the Bound Table Conference is concerned, it has come 
in for many hard knocks and much criticism— some of it harsh and ill- 
n&tured, but sene, well-grounded in reason. It has been said that the 
Conference has conferred much and decided nothing : and to a certain 
extent we are bound to admit the charge. But, Sir, so far as one point 
i* concerned, the Conference has certainly come to some very definite 
conclusions; and these conclusions were reached even after the first 
sitting of the Hound Table Conference. They are, first, that henceforth 
the Government of India should be responsible, no longer primarily to 
Parliament but primarily to the Legislatures of this country; secondly, 
that responsibility should be complete in the provinces; and, thirdly, 
that there should be responsibility coupled with safeguards in the 
Centre, to be followed ultimately by a Federation of all-India. These 
were some of the definite conclusions at which the Round Tabla Con- 
ference arrived, and they formed the corner-stone of the memorable 
statement which the Prime Minister made in January, 1931. And my 
contention to-day will be that we want the first instalment of these 
reforms tww , ut once. We want the immediate grant of full respon- 
sible Government in the provinces. Responsibility at the Centre may 
wait and it is likely to wait for some time; while so far as the question 
of Federation of all India is concerned, as Mr. Rahman has remarked, 
it is receding further and further into the background. There are men 
like mysMf who are enamoured of this ideal of Federation. We are 
fascinated by this ideal. Even now, it is the dream of our hopes, the 
object of our highest aspirations. But supposing that Federation can- 
not be achieved now, cannot be achieved within a measurable distance 
of time, will the grant of full provincial responsibility wait for all this 
indefinite while? We are convinced that this ought not to he so. It 
may be asked, what will he the harm if we wait till the whole structure 
is complete? And it has l>een pointed out again and again that pro- 
vincial responsibility cannot he finally determined without central 
responsibility. logically, and speaking in the abstract, that may be 
quite correct. But in politics, logic is not everything: expediency has 
to be considered, public opinion has to be considered, the tension 
under which the public mind has l»een labouring, that too has to he 
considered. And to my humble judgment, it appears that every day’s 
delay in granting the first instalment of the reforms, every day’s delay 
in the grant of full responsibility in the provinces, is fraught with in- 
calculable mischief, (Hear! hear!) It is not a new statement of facts, 
it is known to everybody in the House, that there is a considerable body 
of opinion in the country which is frankly hostile to the Round Table 
Conference, hostile to it, root and branch, and to whom all the pro- 
ceedings of the Conference are a curse and an anathema. And this 
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t|* Indian press on its side. Every morning we find that the Press is 
trying to make out that the Round Table Conference is so much eye- 
wash, it is bunkum, it is meant for the purpose of humbugging the 
public and nothing will come, nothing is meaut to come, out of it. 
That is the kind of poison which is being distilled ever)* day and hour 
of the week. We, who support the Round Table Conference — we, who 
think that some good is bound to come out of it — we, who are fighting 
strenuously in trying to convince the public that <h.» British Govern- 
ment means honestly and seriously to stand by its promise* — we are a 
mere handful and our work is in the nature of an uphill struggle: 
and I ask the Government here, as well as the British Government in 
England, not to make our work harder — not to forge new weapons for 
the hands of those who are inimical to the very existence of ths 
present Government. 


Sir, what is the argument that has been used against the immediate 
concession of provincial responsibility? It has Wen urged, and urged 
by people for whom I have the greatest respect, urged by people like 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Jayuker, that the immediate* grant of 
responsible Government will be a snare and a delusion — it will mean 
an indefinite postponement of central responsibility. In spite of ray 
great respect for these eminent gentlemen, (Hear, hear from Rev. B. A. 
NngV — and in spite of my great respect for the Rev. B. A. Nag who 
lends them the weight of his eminent name and valuable support — 
Sir, in spite of my great respect for these gentlemen, I should like to 
tell the House that I cannot perceive the least trace of any reason or 
argument behind their contention. I feel that their opposition is 
ba*ed upon a deep and incurable distrust of the intentions of the 
British Government. They think that, if provincial autonomy is 
granted now, nothing further will happen, the public conscience will 
be lulled in a sense of false security, and the British Government will 
go to slaep over the other parts of the constitutional structure. I ask 
— is this suspicion justified? People will say that the history of 
British India is a history of broken pledges; I have myself repeated 
this kind of stale platitude ere now; and, may be, there is a good deal 
of substance in the indictment. But my contention is— let us not be 
always harking back to the past. The past was full of misdeeds, it was 
full of errors and wrongs manifold — errors beyond all remedy and 
wrongs past all cure. But let us forget the past for the time being; let 
us look forward rather to the brighter dawn that is waiting for us in 
future. Judging by the seriousness and solemnity of the declarations 
which have been repeatedly made in the British Parliament and at the 
Round Table Conference, I ask once again, is there any justification 
for doubting the sincerity of motive behind the statements of men like 
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald or Mr. Stanley Baldwin? Sir, with great 
respect for the distinguished leaders whose names I have mentioned 
Wore and from whose opinions I venture to differ, I should say that 
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men like Messrs. Ramsay Macdonald and Stanley Baldwin are not 
likely to go back on their plighted promises — promises which have been 
publicly and solemnly made. They are not the kind of men who will sell 
the truth to serve the hour or palter with enternal God for power. 
And even as these men will not go back on their plighted word, so I 
take it that the great British people themselves will not go back upon 
their plighted word. In any case, and even taking thingB at tbair 
worst, I do not see what good can come of this attitude of constant 
suspicion, of perpetual distrust, of sheer and incurable hostility. Does 
it strengthen our case before the world? Certainly not. It only pro- 
longs the agony in which the country has been plunged for several 
years past. Sir, is there any justification for all this? 

I should like to glance at some of the arguments which may be 
advanced in support of the immediate grant of provincial autonomy. 
For one thing, Sir, we are tired of the state of agitation in which we 
have b.^eu living, especially in Bengal, for the last 20 years. Ever 
since the unlucky partition of Bengal, this province, more than any 
other, has known no peace. We have been going on from crisis to 
crisis, plunging from vortex to vortex, tossed about in the restless sea 
of turbulent political agitation. I shall be the last man to say that 
political agitation is bad. It is a tremendous thing in itself; it arouses 
and awakens our political consciousness, it strengthens the fibres of our 
mind, it makes us fit to play our part, great or small, upon the political 
arena of the world. I myself have tak?n some part in political agita- 
tion in my time, and, if I am proud of anything, I am proud of the 
humble share which I have been permitted to take in the strife and 
contention through which the country has passed during the last two 
decades. But you cannot live upon a diet of perpetual political sensa- 
tions. We want peace in our time. And there is something more than 
a mere craving for peace In this matter. So long ns the n?w constitu- 
tion or at least a substantial instalment of it is not inaugurated in the 
country, w*e shall never be able to settle down to any work. At present, 
we are all at sea; and this state of unsettlement has affected the work 
of the legislative Council, it has also affected the work of the perma- 
nent Civil Sendee. As far as the Council is concerned, I need not 
labour my point; you see it every day and on all sides of you. No one 
has any heart in the business; everybody feels that it is a tempo- 
rary, make-shift, stop-gap arrangement to be shuffled through somehow 
or other. There is no sense of permanence anywhere, and we all seem 
to be marking time and idling away our energies. As it is with the 
Council, so it is with the Civil Service : Our civilians no longer put in 
that amount of work which they are capable of putting in. Every- 
where you can feel that a sort of dry-rot has crept into every limb and 
member of the body-politique. The work of administration has been 
paralysed, and people merely go on doing the routine duties of the 
day and nothing more. They initiate nothing. There is no enterprise 
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llll. The spirit of public service has left the Civil Service. It was 
ncft so before. There was a time when the members of the Civil 
Service really thought that they were serving the country — when they 
took the initiative in many things and launched upon many new lines 
of activity. But now they do not know who is master in the household, 
how things are going to turn out in the future, or what the tenure of 
their service is going to be. And so they go on, marking time, and 
performing the routine duties of office with the monthly consolation of 
a cheque in their pockets. But I refuse to believe that this can be their 
only incentive for work. To a body of honourable men like the Civil 
Servants, it must be galling to their sense of self-respect that they 
should be receiving money for which they are unable to render man- 
service in return. And this miserable state of inertia and torpor will 
continue to drag on unless the constitution is changed. 1 do not say 
that the grant of full responsible Government in the provinces will be 
a complete remedy for all our problems: but let us make a beginning, 
that is all that I plead for. Once a beginning has been made other 
things will come in time. After all, the grant of Central responsibility 
may take years to mature; and so far as Federation is concerned, in 
spite of our utmost aspirations, it may not come at all. Every day we 
are told of new’ schemes. One day it is “Federation” fathered by the 
Maharaja of Bikanir; another day it is “Confederation” fathered by 
the Maharaja of Patiala — or rather sponsored by the Maharaja of 
Patiala and inspired by a publicist, not unknown to fame and who is 
very much behind the scene in ull these activities. And the result of 
all this clash and conflict of schemes may well be that the scheme of 
Federation will be still born and w'iil never emerge into life and con- 
sciousness at all. That will be a misfortune deaply to be regretted. 
But, in the meantime, there are other things which are well within the 
scope of our endeavours; and it is my earnest hope that we shall con- 
centrate upon the achievement of these. 

6-45 p.m. 

Sir, I speak specially for Bengal and for no other province in India, 
and in Bengal we want to make a beginning; we wunt to settle down 
to the work of nation-building. There is so much to be done! So 
much in the field of agriculture, in the field of industrial development, 
in the field of rural sanitation ; and we feel that we have not touched 
the fringe of these problems even yet. We cannot expect Europeans 
to feel these things as the people of the country do ; they cannot realise 
the agony that bites at our heart, and, even with the best of good 
wishes, they are powerless to serve us as we ourselves can do. We want 
opportunity to serve our country, and we want nothing else; and thia 
opportunity will only come when the new constitution comes into 
existence. This land, so abundantly endowed by Nature and so shame- 
fully treated by men — so green, to lovely, so pleasant — “well -watered. 
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well-fruited, green with the growing corn” — we want to make of it — 
Hindus and Muhammadans together, ay, and even the Europeans if 
they will stretch the right hand of fellowship to us — we want to make 
this land a fit habitation not for men alone, but for the gods. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am sorry I have to sound a dis- 
cordant note so early in the debate and claim that, though I oppose 
the motion, 1 still am a Mussalman. 

As the motion stands I am compelled to oppose it and I do so 
because I confess that I am a practical man and conversant with the 
views, modes, currents of thought and of action and the political con- 
troversies of India as a whole. I cannot hope that the Council will 

appreciate my arguments for we have been moved so much by the 
idealism of the movers of the motions that it will be difficult for it to 
coma back to earth again. In the abstract the earliest realisation of 
full responsible government is an unimpeachable ideal and it must 
form part and parcel of the future constitution whatever Sir Tej Baha- 
dur Sapm and Mr. Jayakar may say. If it does not do so, it will be on 
peril of revolution. Sometimes when 1 realise the hapless situation of 
Bengal, the manner in which it has been treated and the difference in 

the angle of vision betwe.ni the people of Bengal and the Government, 

the Government of India in particular, sometimes when I feel des- 
perate, T would like to brush aside all the doubts which assail me when 
I grapple with the difficulties and the practicabilities of the political 
situation, and welcome full responsible government under what terms 
and conditions it may be. We shall then be able to introduce State 
lotteries instead of living in chronic starvation and distress and debt 
By the way, Sir, may I say that I have received support from all 
intelligent quarters for tike scheme, since the papers were good enough 
to publish it — and the first object on which I would spend our revenues 
will lie the Department of Irrigation, for in it is life, while the other 
Departments of Government are merely the concomitants of life and 
are now only in use bolstering up a living death. And if then we can 
avail ourselves of the lead and services of the Hon ’hie Member for Irri- 
gation in his capacity as a responsible Minister, we may deem our- 
eelves singularly fortunate, for we can never forget how* he has respond- 
ed to our demands and as a first step delivered us from the powers that 
were. But in the larger interests of India, in the interests of proper 
governance, in the interests of the establishment of harmonious rela- 
tionships between the various peoples that form its population, I am 
unahle to advise the immediate introduction of full responsible govern- 
ment under present conditions which can only be brought about under 
the Devolution Rules. For there are certain requirements that have to 
be fulfilled first and can only be introduced if there is a revision of the 
present constitution. Without these requirements Provincial Autonomy 
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wQ | be a source of constant factions, we shall be delivered up to anarchy 
a m& f what is more, to a terrible internecine warfare. I shall shortly 
state some of the principal requirements. Firstly, after the apportion- 
ment of powers between the Provincial and the Central Legislatures, 
the residuary powers must be in the Provincial Legislature, and not 
in the Central Legislature, as at present; namely, that we must have 
a Federal Constitution and not a Confederation or a Fnitary Constitu- 
tion. The Princes may come or may not come, but the Federal powers 
must be defined. The Federation idea has not receded into the back- 
ground. Federation is there and will be established whether the 
Princes join or not. Secondly, the finances of the provinces should be 
such as can make it self-supporting; Provincial Autonomy when the 
province is bankrupt is valueless. And the province must also be 
allotted certain subjects of taxation which if need arises, it can exploit. 
Thirdly, the franchise must be broader. It is possible that those who 
have been returned now will be returned then though the Franchise 
Committee has already condemned us as unrepresentative. Neverthe- 
less, more people should be allowed to have a voice in the elections. 
Not that it will be to the benefit of India — for under present condi- 
tions, I fear, that democracy is a failure — but democratic ideas cannot 
be checked, and we shall first have to wander through the welter of 
administrative tragedies, before we can reach the shores of success. 
Fourthly, we must cease wrangling among ourselves. We must erase, 
if we can, the horrible nightmare of mutuul suspicion. What injustices 
are likely to be enacted if Itai Haridhan Dutt Bahadur w»re to become 
the master of the destinies of a Collector of Excise, what quaking* and 
quiverings of the heart, what panic and fear, if the name of a person 
who is respectfully designated the prince of smugglers was whispered 
in the dreams of Mr. Narendra Tvumar Hasu. As long as this feeling 
exists and it bursts forth from time to time, woe to dreams of a qui»t 
and peaceful life. Fifthly— and this is hound up intimately with the 
fourth condition, and as a matter of fact provides a solution for it — 
the five provinces of Bengul, the Punjab, Sind, North-West Frontier 
and Baluchistan must have Muslim statutory majorities on the basis of 
separate electorate, at any rate for ten years. Muslims of India as a 
whole will never consent to any constitution— any transference of 
power to the legislatures without this being fulfilled. For in this they 
see, if not their safety, certainly a peaceful India, composed of com- 
munities who are prepared to respect each other’s view, and who will 
perforce grow tolerant of each other's failings. In this is the solution 
of the communal problem. To-day the Hindu, unthinkingly I must 
say, passionately and blindly communal I must say, is unable to bear 
the idea of a Muslim majority in Bengal and the Punjab, at any rate 
he professes this in the hope of terrorising the Government with his 
protests and compelling it to be unjust to Jfussalmans. He distrusts 
this majority, although he would compel us to accept his stupendous 
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majority in the other provinces; he objects to the Muslim majority 
although that majority is scarcely a majority, and although by his in- 
fluence outside the Council, and his vested interests, he can compel the 
members of the Legislature to listen to his voice. He calls this justice 
and fairplay, that the Mussulmans must always be in a minority in all 
Provincial Legislatures and also in the Central Legislature. Now this 
question of the reflexion of proportions in the legislatures is an axiom 
of democracy — of Western democracy. For myself, I do not think it 
is sound at all for India and the Nehru Report has grievously blunder- 
ed in accepting the principle. For we are not here concerned with a 
homogeneous population with different political creeds ; we are not con- 
cerned with political parties, we are concerned with two, if not several, 
cultural unities, all of which must exist, and from the contact of which 
a greater India must be born. None of these cultures can die out and 
hence I would give adequate representations to the cultural unities 
irrespective of their proportion, and I would therefore straightaway 
adopt the formula of the late Mr. C. R. Das— a farseeing and just 
formula — that no majority shall ever be reduced to the position of a 
minority, while every minority must have adequate representation — on 
the basis of which he gave 00 per cent, to the majority community and 
40 per rent, to the minority in all autonomous institutions. This could 
have solved the eternal wrangle and could have created that feeling of 
co-operation and comradeship without which India is doomed. But 
as this would, in view of the general minority of the Mussulmans, have 
given greater representation to Mussulmans than warranted by their 
population, our friends, our sworn friends, our brothers, our neigh- 
bours, our compatriots, the sons of a common mother, would not con- 
cede it to us; and the result we see before us. Now as a second best, 
and a bad second best at that, the Muslims have placed a formula 
before the country. They consider this the absolute minimum neces- 
sary to safeguard their interests without actually taking to the field and 
deciding our fate on a field of battle they consider this the best solu- 
tion for engendering that feeling of toleration and mutual respect and 
mutual regard for each other’s feelings, which they consider necessary 
in the b?st Interests of India. Now we consider this so fundamental 
that we must insist on these requirements being fulfilled. To-day I feel 
bound to give expression to a feeling of disquiet in my community, 
which has been accentuated by certain recent tactless, unstatesman- 
like, nay, vindictive, events on the part of Government. The patience 
of the Muslim is almost at an end ; his faith and trust in the justice of 
Government has been rudely shaken and the party which believes that 
the Government only bends to the Btrong, that to put it mildly, it does 
justice when compelled to do it, is gaining ground rapidly. To us the 
whole problem is so simple that we can only put the procrastination 
and the pusillanimity of the Government in not deciding what rights 
the various communities will have to a desire intelligible, though fatal. 
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of putting off the evil day— lest justice to the Mussaimane may raiae 
stuck a hue and cry in the Hindu camp that the one or two gentlemen 
who still profess themsalves co-operators might be compelled to join 
openly the party they secretly admire. 

So, Sir, placing if I may th.* Muslim point of view, provincial res- 
ponsibility under the present auspices, without the various items I 
have suggested, is by no means a desirable thing. Certain minor inci- 
dents will follow, such as the practical disappearance of the official 
block and the nominated members and the special constituencies except 
labour; there must be constitutional safeguards for the representation 
of the communities in the executive and for the non-interference with 
a community’s religion and religious observances with its culture, its 
language and its script. But the sina qua non of provincial respon- 
sibility is the opportunity to Mussulmans to govern the provinces where 
they are in a majority, the example of which will be a lesson to those 
who have lost the art of governance for a thousand years. 

There is one other aspect, of the case which, however, is, I hope, 
ephemeral, hut which makes a Muslim majority in Bengal and in the 
Punjab essential. It is the utter lark of sympathy which the Mussul- 
man has for the terrorist movement. I fear very much that the 
terrorist movement, starting with high patriotic motives, has to a large 
extent attracted the criminal elements, and degenerated into rohl>erv, 
blackmailing and indiscriminate murder. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order! order! It is time that I should 
adjourn the House. I shall call upon you first to-morrow morning to 
continue your speech. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 
19th March, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Preoaedfngs of the Bengal Legislative Council MunWid under the 
provisions of the Government of Indie Act 

The Coi?5Cit met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 19th March, 1932, at 10-30 a.m. 


Mr. President (the Hon’lde Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chavdiitki , kt., of San tosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon'ble Ministers and 112 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Moslems in the office of the Direotor of Public Instruction, Bengal. 

• 149 . Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 
(?) the present number of ITpjier Division assistants in the office of 
the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal (excluding that 
of the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muham- 
madan Education, Bengal); and 

(it) how many of them are Moslems? 

(b) Is it a fact that the number of Moslem assistants in the Upper 
Division of the said office have been reduced from three to two during 
the last 10 years P 

MINISTER In oharga of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. Khwa]a Nazimuddin): (V) (») Fifteen. 

(t i) Two. 

(b) Yes: There was a decrease owing to the promotion of one 
Moslem assistant to a higher post in the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion's office. 

Maulvi BYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
explain why out of 15 vacancies there were only two Moslems promoted? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Most of these 
appointments were made by promotion, and promotions are made on 
the ground of seniority and merit. 
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lliitliri SYED MAJlD BAKIH: As regards (5), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to tell us why the number was decreased from three 
to two? 

Tht HOB»Wt Mr. KHWAdA NAIIMUDOIN: The answer is there. 

Moslem in the offioe of the Direotor of Public Inetruo tkm v Bengal. 

M 50 . MaiHvi SYED MAdID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of assistants in the lower grades of the office 
of the Director of Public Instruction (excluding the Assistant Director 
for Muhammadan Education’s office); 

(it) how many of them are Moslems; 

(tit) what are the educational qualifications (also technical, if uuy) 
of the Moslem assistants; 

(tr) what is the length of their services; 

(r) how many assistants have been promoted during the last 10 
years from the lower to the higher grades; 

(rt) what are the educational qualifications of those who have been 
promoted (also with technical qualification, if any); 

(rtO how many of the promoted assistants are Moslems; 

(viii) how many vacancies occurred in the higher grades during thw 
last 10 years; 

(U) how many of them have been filled — 

(а) by promotions, 

(б) by direct recruitment, 

(c) by transfer from outside the office; and 

(r) how many of the vacancies have been given to the Moslem!? 

Tt* Hoft’bte Mr. KHWAdA N/UlMUDDIH: (i) Thirty-eeven. 

(ii) Sixteen. 

(Mi), (tV) and (tri) A statement giving the required information ir 
laid on the Library table. 

(v) Six. 

(rit) One. 

(vitt) Seven. 

(tr) (a) Six, (6) nri, (c) one. 

(f) One. 
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Maulvi SYIO MAJID BAKtH: On comparing with the statement 
laid on the library table, I find that the vacancies were filled by persons 
who were failed B.A.’s, failed F.A.’s and so forth, whereas in the case 
of Moslems, passed B.A.’s, passed clerkship, book-keeping, etc. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your question, Maulvi Saheb? You 
are only permitted to put supplementary questions, that is all. 

Maulvi SY ED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us why it is that better qualified Moslems were not 
promoted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: As I have said before, 
in cases of promotions, seniority and merit, both are taken into considera- 
tion, and all these promotions were based on those considerations. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of compulsorily retiring or doing 
away with the Hindu employees in order to make room for Muham- 
madan candidates? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Is that a question or a joke? 

(Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh rose from his seat and was going to put a 
question.) 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: V oil cannot put a supplementary question 
without your name being announced. 


Advisory Committee of the Joint Steamer Companies at BakarganJ. 

MSI. Maulvi ABDUt CHANI CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state 
the names of the persons who are on the steamer advisory board at 
Barisal under Inland Steam- Vessels Act, representing the munici- 
pality and merchant class? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state— 

(i) whether it is a fact that the gentleman representing the muni- 
cipality on the said board is the retained pleader of the 
steamer company; and 

{it) whether the gentleman representing the merchant class carries 
on any business whatsoever ? 
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MEMBER in Surge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon' bio 
Mr. A. Marr): («) and (b) (i) and (it) The questioner presumably 
refers to Babu Sarat Chandra Guha. At the time he was invited to 
serve on the Advisory Committee lie was Chairman of the Barisal 
Municipality and it so happens that he is also the retained pleader of 
the Joint Steamer Companies. It has been ascertained that the Joint 
Steamer Companies have notified the Barisal Municipality that that 
body may elect their own member to serve on the Advisory Committee. 


There is no Merchants’ Association at Barisal. There is a Mer- 
chants* Association at Jhalakati and the Joint Steamer Companies are 
agreeable to a representathe from that body being elected to serve on 
the Advisory Committee. 


It has also been ascertained that the steamer companies have agreed 
to a request of the Bakarganj district board to nominate a member to 
serve on the Advisory Committee. 


Collage? of Nadia and municipal of action*. 

*152. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Dcjmrt incut 
lie pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Collector of Nadia has 
definitely identified himself with one party and has actively tried to 
interfere with the election by the rate-payers — 

(0 by publicly stating before the rate-payers that he would not 
approve the election of Babu Sadanandu Bhattacharjya as 
Chairman ; 

<i/l by approving and acti\ely promoting a resolution passed by 
the committee of the Bakultala High English School, of 
which he is the President, dismissing Babu Sadanandu 
Bhattacharjya who is a teacher of the school, for seeking 
election as a Commissioner without permission of the school 
authorities and refusing to resign hi$ seat ns Com miss ion er 
after election; and 

(tit) by recommending to the Inspector of Schools, Presidency 
Division, that the resolution of the school authorities be 
approved, after the syndicate of the Calcutta University had 
ordered the reinstatement of Babu Sadananda Bhattacharjya 
pending decision by the syndicate? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will tbe Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether tbe Government contemplate giv- 
ing any warning to the Collector to abstain from such interference 
with the elections in future? 
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(c) Is it a fact that Babu Sadananda Bhattacharjya was once 
removed from Chairmanship in 1928 and had again to vacate his seat 
in 1931 under the orders of the Government? 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what were the charges on which he was so 
removed ? 

( e ) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table copies 
of the reports of Mr. Durno, Collector, and Mr. Robertson, the Com- 
missioner, on those charges? 


MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) No such 
complaint has been received by Government. 

(b) Complaints of interference with elections would be inquired 
into if received, but no action can b© taken where there has been no 
complaint. 

(r) He was removed from his office in 1928 and again in 1931 by a 
resolution of the Municipal Commissioners at a meeting specially con- 
vened for the purpose in favour of which not less than two-thirds of 
the Commissioners gave their votes under section 24 of the Bengal 
Municipal Act, III of 1884, which received the approval of Government 
under section 59 of the same Act. 

(d) and (e) Government are not prepared to lav these papers on 
the table. 


Umtarrcd Q uest io ns 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Sale Supply Sooiaty of Narayanganj, Dacca. 

8f. Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Deportment aware that 
at the time of starting the Sale Supply Society of Narayanganj in the 
district of Dacca half the Reserve Fund erf the rural banks under the 
Raipura Central Co-operative Bank, Ltd., was realised through the 
aaid central bank? 
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(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hem* hie 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken for 
islanding the amount to the individual rural banks of RaipuraP 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. Faroqui, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) Government are aware that this took place, but it was 
done in 1929 while the society was started in October, 1926. 

(b) It is understood that the ltaijmra (Vntial Bank, Ltd., has 
piefeired a claim for refund of the money involved, to the liquidator 
of the Narayanganj Central Co-otwrutive Sale and Supply Society,. 
Ltd. The orders of the liquidator in respect of the claim shall be 
final. Government cannot interfere with the finding and decision of 
the liquidator. 


Supply of quinine to dietriot board*. 

82. Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : (a) Will 

the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the IjooaI Self-Government (Publia 
Health) Depaitment lie pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
ing— 

(i) what is the total quantity of quinine supplied to the district 
boards in Bengal each financial year for the five year* 
ending in March, 19*11 ; and 

( ft ) what is the quantity sullied from April, 1931, to January,. 
1932? 

( b ) Is there any reduction in the estimate of supply of quinine in 
the year 1931-32? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what is the reason 
for such reduction in the supply ? 


MINISTER in ohargo of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (PUBLIC 
HEALTH) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prated Singh 
Ray): (a) (t) A statement is laid on the table. 

(it) Quinine sulphate aud cinchona febrifuge to the value of 
Ha. 28,279 were received by the district boards from April, 1931, in 
January, 1932, on part account of their district quota. 

(b) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) (t) of unstarred 
question No . 82. 

Value of quinine supplied to district boards. 


Years. 

Allotments. 

Rs. 

1926-27 

... 75,000 

1927-28 

... 60,321 

1928-29 

... 84,458 

1929-30 

... 48,412 

1930-31 

... 52,624 

1931-32 

... 45,373 


The Hadj Day. 

83. Maulvi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that 8th Zil-Hadj has been announced as the Hadj 
Day in a press note issued by the Government recently? 

(ft) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Member 
be pleased to refer to any Islamic authority? 

(c) Have the attention of the Government been drawn to the view 
held that the Had) Dav is the 9th Zil-Hadj (Dhil Ilijja) and not the 
8th P 

(d) Have the Government cori-ected the announcement? 

(e) If not, why not? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bte 
A I hadj Sir Abdel kerim Chuznavi): ( a ) Yes. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to the 
answer to (ft), will the Hon’ble Meraber-in -charge be pleased to state 
why it does not arise? 

Tha HofiHHa Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHIIZNAVI: The 

announcement was due to a mistake. 
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IMvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’bl* 
Member be pleased to state who committed that mistake and was the 
preea note seen by him before it was issued to the press ? 


The Hon'bte A I had j Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: The press 
note was isstied exactly as it was received from the Government of 
India. 


Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon*ble 
Member be pleased to tell us whethei it was due to the negligence on 
the part of the Hon'ble Member-in-charge Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 


Demands for grants. 

The discussion under the head "22 — General Administration’" was 
then resumed. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Before. Sir, I take up the thread of 
my speech of yesterday, I should like to say that much of our voting 
will depend on the interpretation which we give to tho word 
“immediate,” for the speeches of the hon'ble movers of the motions do 
not make that very clear. Living as we are in a world of relativity, 
“immediate” may have various significations in time dimensions. II 
by “immediate” is meant the introduction of provincial autonomy 
straightaway, the grafting of responsible government on the fabric a n 
it now stands, — the only difference being that instead of diarchy we 
shall have responsible Ministers, — I emphatically disagree; and I know 
that I am voicing the opinion of Moslem India, not of dilettante 
politicians, not of arm chair idealists, not of provincial or parochial 
visionaries, but the views of men of action, the views of those who see 
with a farseeing vision, the views of those Muslims who have to fight 
for their very existence, the views of those who are prepared to sacrifice 
for their just rights. And I would beg my Muslim fr*end» to stretch 
forth their hands to their brethren across the boundaries of this 
province, and pay adequate attention to their claims. It is up to the 
Muslims of Bengal not to desert them, as they have not deserted us. 
For if we do, we shall give one more example of that political blunder, 
that insensibility, if not ignorance, that has hitherto stood in the way 
of Muslim Bengal participating adequately in forging the destiny of 
India as. a whole. If, however, by “immediate” is meant that full 
responsible government shall be introduced in the next constitution and 
that as early *g possible and that the Hindu-Muslim question must be 
nettled as early as possible and the advance shall not be hampered by 
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dialectic discussions on Federation and the attitude of the Princes 
towards it, or by intransigence on the question of responsibility at the 
•centre, then not only do I approve of it, if it incorporates the conditions 
that I have laid down, but I ana prepared to say that if it is not 
introduced, India as a whole will revolt against the administration. 

I also at this stage crave the forgiveness of this House if by 
introducing practical politics 

[Here the member, having reached his time-limit, resumed his 
•eat.] 


Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sir, it is indeed unfortunate that Mr. Rahman 
should have brought up a matter which has taken a very unfortunate 
communal turn, and is likely to provoke bitterness of feeling. I am 
entirely opposed to the idea of provincial autonomy by itself, unless at 
the same time responsibility is established at the centre. Does 
Mr. Rahman realise the tremendous control exercised by the Govern- 
ment of India over Bengali An examination of the Government of 
India Act proves this immediately. For instance, I may refer to 
section 45 of the Act which says that subject to the provisions of the 
Act and the rules, every local government shall obey the orders of the 
Governor-General in Council and keep him constantly and diligently 
informed of all its proceedings, and is under his superintendence, 
direction and control in all matters relating to the government of its 
province. Reference may also be made to sections 19A, 45A, 1‘29A, and 
also to section 72, power of the Governor-General to make ordinances. 
We are well aware of the control exercised by the Government of India 
over Bengal in matters of finance; important sources of revenue like the 
income-tax, custom and jute tax are under the central Government. 

It is thus clear that if we want full control over the province, the 
central Government must be made responsible, for obviously autocracy 
at the centre, as now prevails, can at every stage hinder the freedom of 
this province. Therefore, there must be reform at the centre along 
with reform in the provinces. Provincial autonomy will be a sham and 
a farce, if our freedom can be interfered by an irresponsible central 
Government. We must, therefore, refrain from demanding autonomy 
in the province without at the same time demanding autonomy in the 
centre, subject to necessary safeguards. 

One potent reason which impelled our far-sighted leaders to refuse 
the tempting bait of provincial autonomy by itself was the firm belief 
that in that case, the root idea of responsibility at the centre would 
then recede in the background for several years, and in the meantime 
we shall not be able to settle down to constructive work, and destructive 
agitation will go on. We all know that it was the decision of the 
Die-Hards in England to stop for good the work of the Bound Table 
Conference with the close of the second session, with a promise merely 
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of provincial autonomy. Our leaders there saw the danger and were 
aide to avert it, and the Prime Minister on the last day gave the 
assurance that reform at the centre will accompany reform in the 
provinces. We rely on this pledge, and have every faith in the Prime 
Minister. This attempt on the part of the mover to induce him to go 
back on his pledge is, therefore, to be regretted. I cordially agree 
with every word that Mr. Jitendralal Banner jee has said about the 
value of the work at the Round Table Conference. On the 22nd 
February, 1931, I moved the first resolution to commit the Council to a 
policy of approval of the work done at the Conference and to a pledge 
of co-operation. So I cannot be accused of any lack of sympathy with 
the work of the Round Table Conference. 1 not'd hardly assure 
Mr. Bannerjee that I have e\erv faith in the Prime Minister and for 
this reason 1 ask the movers not to place any obstacle in the way of 
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald's carrying out his promise on the last day of 
the Conference. 

One word more, and I have done. 1 cannot but regret exceedingly 
the narrow outlook and the bitter tone shown in Mr. Saheed 
Suhrawardv’s speech. He rattles his tin sword, struts up and down 
the stage, ami declaims against the vile Hindus. This valiant Moslem 
who talk- of fight, is mortally afraid of Hindus, though his people 
form the majority. He dares not risk any contest, unless safely 
sheltered in a funk hole — statutory majority. What is he afraid of? 
Are not the Moslems in a majority, and cun they not heat the Hindus in 
an election contest? Why does he want a statutory majority? 

Sir, we are not afraid ; we know we are a minority, and yet we are 
national enough to ask for joint electorate. Sir, we have no 14 or 16 
points, we have but one single point— promotion of nationalism through 
joint electorates. We are not afraid of our brother Moslems taking 
their rightful share in the government of the country which is as much 
theirs as ours. They are the children of the soil, and they are as much 
interested in the progress of our motherland. Sir, liberty, equality, 
fraternity, these ideas form the splendid contribution of Moslems to 
the world culture; hut how can these he confined to Moslems alone? 
These mean liberty for all, not merely Moslems, equality and fraternity 
for all, Moslems and non-Moslems, for Hindus as well. 


10-4o a.m. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: 1 must first of all congratulate Mr. Rahman on 
the brilliant speech he delivered yesterday and on the moderation and 
fairness with which he pleaded the cause of the immediate introduction 
of provincial autonomy. I cannot say with Mr. Bose that he was guilty 
of any .dereliction of duty in referring to a matter in his speech which 
we know is uppermost in the minds of most Indians at this moment. It 
is much better that we should express our views and have an open 



M4 DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. [19th Mabch, 

discussion on the subject than keep back any pinion which we may 
hold on the subject. As long as we can express our views with 
moderation and justice and fairness to all communities and keep before 
out minds' eye the one primary object which, as Mr. Bose has described 
it, is the cause of nationalism for the province as a whole, we do no 
harm, but on the contrary it will do a good deal of good. It is also 
my duty to express my disappointment at the speech of a member, in 
marked contrast with that of Mr. Rahman, a person from whom, judging 
by his education and his apprenticeship under the late Mr. C. R. Das, 
this House had a right to expect a more broad and national outlook. 
But I will not suy anything more on that point. 

Naturally we all like to have provincial autonomy, but at the same 
time we cannot forget the fact that provincial autonomy by itself is not 
the constitutional issue of India before us at the present moment. It 
involves a very complicated series of problems which must all be 
explored and all difficulties, as far as possible, must be removed from 
the way before we can usher in a new constitution. Therefore, a 
certain amount of patience is absolutely necessary. Mr. Rahman said 
that the three outstanding questions before us now are: federal 
structure for an all-India scheme, scope and powers of the central 
Government and the powers that are to be given to the autonomous 
provinces. There has been no doubt some regrettable delay — I will 
not say regrettable but perhaps unavoidable delay — in threshing out 
the details, but nobody should have the hardihood or the ingratitude to 
suggest that those brave leaders of India who attended the Round 
Table Conference are responsible for the delay that has occurred. I am 
perfectly certain that when the history of this period of our national 
evolution comes to be written, the memorable part which they played 
in that great battle, the memorable display of their eloquence and of 
their great knowledge of intricate constitutional questions will be 
recorded in letters of gold. We cannot feel doubtful about the 
country's gratitude for them. There have been difficulties and delay, 
but they have been unavoidable. 

Coming to the problem before us, although it may not be possible 
for us to draw up the full scheme of federal structure at once, yet it 
may be quite possible to have a responsible central constitution worked 
out before we can attain provincial autonomy. I entirely agree with 
my friend Mr. S. M. Bose for the very cogent reasons which have been 
placed before the country that autonomy in the provinces will not be 
workable without some system of autonomy in the central Government. 
How far autonomy in the central Government is to be granted — that 
has to be worked out, but unless that point is settled, it is not possible 
or desirable to rush into a scheme of provincial autonomy; it will not 
be autonomy at all. 
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How I com© to the demand made by my friends, the Muslims, that 
in Itengal they should hare a separate electorate and that they should 
have a statutory majority. It is sometimes pointed out in this 
connection that the poor Hindus of Bengal should be treated as hostages 
for the good behaviour of the Hindus in other provinces where the 
Hindus are in a majority and the Muhammadans in a minority. It 
might seem strange that I should give expression to such an opinion, 
but this is the exposition of the Moslem case by the late Mr. Shah. 
He expressed the opinion and actually pointed out that the vision of 
future India before him was that in four of the provinces the Hindus- 
would be in a minority and in eight of the provinces they would be in 
a majority, and in the centre also they would he in a majority. Therefore 
the Hindus in Bengal would serve as a guarantee for the good conduct 
of the Hindus of the other provinces. Is this the outlook of a person 
of education, and of any person who claims to voice national sentiments ? 

I am afraid we are haggling over petty details. I am very glud that 
the matter is now in the hands of the Prime Minister of England who 
with his wide experience and intimate knowledge of tin' difficulties in 
the way of the Bound Table Conference experienced in its different 
stages, has the confidence of all parties here. The whole question is 
before him and we can very well leave the matter in his hands. We- 
on tfiis side of the House at least are sure that he will come to a right 
decision. I am sure the question will be decided in a manner which 
will not only he* to the best interests of the f>eople and of all the 
communities but also to the permanent interest of that great experi- 
ment in constitutional history which will be one of the greatest yet 
recorded in history. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I have hutted in as a surprise to tho 
Council, but I never knew that in coming here this morning it would 
be my lot to listen to such communal bickerings over a question on 
which there should be perfect unanimity of opinion. I rise, Sir, to* 
record an emphatic protest against the manner in which ray esteemed 
friend, Mr. S. M. Bose, has twisted the speech of Mr. Bhaheed 
Suhrawardy, as if it were an attack on the Hindu community in general* 
I ought to tell my friends that we, the Moslems, are not afraid of 
anything or of anybody, but we are certainly afraid of dishonesty,, 
whether that dishonesty rests with the Hindus, or Moslems or even 
with the Europeans. We know that our countrymen are composed of 
persons of the highest integrity of character, but nevertheless therr 
have been men who have occupied public positions of trust which they 
have disgraced in many instances by exhibitions of communal bias r 
before Which the alleged communalism of the Moslems vanishes like 
mist before the rising sun. We have examples of these things in tbw 
Calcutta Corporation. Does my friend know that there the Moslem# 
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who are in a minority, an absolute minority, suffer every day, every 
moment, from grievances from which they cannot get any redress, by 
reason of the fact that there democracy manifests itself through its 
struggle to exercise tyrannical power P Is it not a fact that only the 
other day when a Moslem was appointed as Collector of Excise, Calcutta, 
by a Hindu Minister, we have had virulent attacks made upon him by 
persons who know nothing about him or his politics, but who want to 
air imaginary grievances in order to make out a case that he should be 
transferred from that particular office P 

11 a.m. 

That officer was hardly firm in his saddle when attempts were made 
to pull his stirrups and haul him over the coals. 

Mr, 8HANTI SHEKHAR E8WAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the member entitled to discuss this point in connection with this 
grant P 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Kay, if Midi interruptions are allowed, I 
think it would be impossible to have any dehute worth the name. We 
are discussing a very very broad question and naturally it is impossible 
for any member to strictly confine himself w ithin the outward limits 
of this motion. This is an exceptional motion and I think that some 
latitude should he allowed. ( Hear, hear. ) 

Mr, A, K, FAZL-UL HUQ: All Hindus are not alike nor are all 
Moslems alike. If all Hindus were like Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu or 
my friend Mr. Naremlra Kumar Basu who carries a very large heart, 
beneath a somewhat rough exterior, or even if they were like my friend 
Mr. Bose who with his honeyed tongue carries on propaganda against 
an unsuspecting community, we would have nothing to fear. But, Sir, 
we have had bitter experience of the activities of the members of both 
communities. Powers are exercised by the members of both com- 
munities to the detriment of each other without due regard to the 
interest of the country as a whole. I am not here to discuss that point. 
If wc consider the motion that has Wen brought before this House by 
Mr. Rahman, we shall at once find that the issue is of a very simple 
character. I am sorrv that Mr. Suhrawardy should have thought fit to 
raise a discordant note and referred to certain matters in order to 
emphasise certain points which need not l>e considered at the present 
moment at all. It is tnie that we did put forward certain arguments 
in favour of special safeguards for the minorities — not safeguards for 
all time to come but as a temporary expediency in order to give us full 
opportunity for coming into line with other communities and thereby 
co-operate with each other and co-ordinate our efforts for the uplift of 
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the country as a whole. I do not think I shall be permitted to disclose 
all th* secrets of the Conference in London ; but this is a fact that 
there was a time when we all agreed that we should not wait for 
responsibility in the centre but begin with responsibility in the 
provinces. The reason is simple. To get responsibility in the centre, 
we would have to wait for very many years— we would have to deal 
with the Princes and to put our faith in them. They are very funny 
people who do not seem to know their own minds. We, therefore, 
thought that we should begin with provincial autonomy. Suddenly 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Jayakar, as wo all know, gave out that 
they would not have provincial autonomy unless and until they had 
responsibility in the centre. That was certainly not the Moslem view. 
But two of our friends joined hands with them without consulting us 
and signed the petition which was presented to the Secretary of State. 
That was however, not the view of the Moslem delegation; but at that 
time it was too late to bring this to the notice of the Secretary of State. 
We thought that if any of the provinces wanted provincial autonomy 
to begin with, that province should have it. At present it is true that 
in the Council, as it is now constituted, wo are practically in a hopeless 
minority. We have got to depend on the official block and the Govern- 
ment-nominated ami the European blocks in order to keep the balance 
of power; and Mr. Suhrawardy thought that if under these conditions 
provincial autonomy were given, our interest would he in jeopardy. 
I do not share with him the feur that our Hindu friends will he so 
dominant as to keep us perpetually under their control. So far as the 
proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council are concerned, our 
Hindu friends have nlw r ays acted with a sense of fairness and justice to 
the Moslems. We have had very little difference in this Council and 
although we come through a separate electorate — the Hindus also come 
through a separate electorate — we always forget the electorate from 
which we come and co-operate with each other in regard to everything 
that conduces to the public good. Therefore, even if provincial 
autonomy is introduced at the present moment, although we have not a 
fair share of the representation, we have absolutely nothing to fear 
from the Hindus. On the contrary, if the province were to have 
autonomy, then it would he easier for us to have a federated India, 
because at that time we shall have in the provinces a set of units 
functioning as autonomous Governments. That is the idea which 
many of us had before us, namely, that the provinces should be given 
autonomy in order at any rate to give them some sort of experience so 
that they may be able to federate with one another and to co-operate 
with the centre and the centre would at the same time get responsibility 
like the responsibility we have got in the provinces. As regards 
Mr. Bose's contention that without responsibility at the centre 
provincial responsibility will be a sham, I may point out that we are 
all agreed that responsibility at the centre cannot go beyond certain 
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limits. We may not like diarchy ; but there are certain subjects which 
must be reserved and the Government of India’s and the Governor- 
General’s control must be of a stricter character than the control which 
the Governor is expected fo exercise in the provinces. In the provinces 
we shall have absolutely free hand in all matters with only a nominal 
power of inteference vested in the Governor. It will be just like the 
power vested in the King-Emperor in regard to the British Parliament. 
But so far as the centre is concerned, we must have certain limitations, 
and to say that provincial autonomy must wait unless and until the 
question of the centre is settled is, I think, putting the case too high. 
I ask my friends to consider whether the time has not come when we 
should press for provincial autonomy and after gaining experience in 
the working of responsible government in the provinces, we should 
qualify ourselves for the larger responsibility in the centre which is 
sure to come to us in the fullness of time. Let me assure my Hindu 
friends that we have nothing to fear from them and they have nothing 
to fear from us. We have nothing to fear from one another. I ask, 
how long will this mutual distrust continue? If there is any fear, let 
us do away with it — let us have provincial autonomy — let us co-operuto 
— not by throwing mud at one another, but by working together for 
the common good of the country. Sir, with union, with harmony, with 
trust, with confidence will grow that nationalism which is the goal not 
only of the Hindus or of the Moslems but of every community in India. 
It is not through diversity but through unity, not through quarrel but 
through co-operation, that this nationalism will lu* possible. If 
Mr. Bose makes a strong speech, some of us may perhaps make a 
stronger speech, but that a ill not help the cause of India. It is not by 
mutual bickerings, not by mutual distrust, not by attacks and counter- 
attacks, but by trying to look far into the future that we can attain 
that end which is the objective of us all. Before I sit down, let mo 
take this opportunity of assuring my friends heie that so far as the 
British people are concerned, so far as the British Parliament is con- 
cerned, so far as the British Ministers are concerned, they are extremely 
anxious that something should be done to satisfy the legitimate 
aspirations of the Indians. The atmosphere there is so conducive to 
our national advancement that it would he suicidal to let go this 
opportunity and allow other inimical influences to swerve us from our 
legitimate purpose. I think we should fail in our purpose, fail in our 
mission to attain full responsible government in India, were we to let 
this opportunity slip away. I*»t us come forward and press for 
provincial autonomy, let us gain experience by working in co-operation 
with one another and remove any spirit of communalism, because that 
is not in our hearts of hearts. I strongly support the motion of 
Mr. Rahman whose speech I have not had the privilege of hearing, and 
I cannot admire too strongly the moderation and restraint with which 
Mr. Gupta has put his motion before the Council. 
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Mr LANCELOT TRAVERS: To begin with, I wish to add my 
congratulations to those of others to Mr. Rahman. He made an elo- 
quent and lucid speech last evening in introducing his motion and it 
was a pleasure to listen to him. Mr. Fazl-ul Huq has dilated on the 
opinion of the British people with regard to the new constitution. 
Sir, our feelings and the opinions of the non-official Britishers in regard 
to the future constitution of India are entirely regulated by what has 
happened in the British Parliament and by the statement of the Prime 
Minister regarding the policy of the British people towards the consti- 
tution of this country. That policy has been accepted by the British 
Parliament and the British people, and when she has made up her 
mind and given her word, Britain does not and will not change. 


Sir, I presume that Mr. Rahman’s motion refers to the desirubility 
that a Bill to achieve provincial autonomy should be presented to 
Parliament as soon as possible — Part I of the new constitution, ns it is 
called, to b? followed by Part II as soon as all the preliminaries are 
complete. Well, Sir, the European Association was certainly in 
favour of the introduction of provincial autonomy first. As Mr. Rah- 
man has said, so was the British Government. But it will be remem- 
bered. as Mr. Fazl-ul Huq has just now said, that the Hindu delegates 
of th* Bound Table Conference were unanimous that they did not want 
provincial autonomy without responsibility at the centre. They do not 
want the introduction of provincial autonomy until central responsi- 
bility can be given as well. The majority of those delegates came 
From the Assembly and from Bombay and they have always thought 
less ot the provincial Governments than that of the centre. Now who 
are to be listened to? The provincial councils or delegates of the 
Round Table Conference? If provincial autonomy were now initiated, 
the delegates of the Round Table Conference would charge the British 
[Government and the Parliament with breach of faith. 


Sir, I do not consider it to be jiossible to hand over all the depart- 
ments under this constitution. And I agree with Mr. Suhrawardv 
bat the whole future will be jeopardized unless there is sufficient 
money. Without money you cannot get on. I may say that if th »re 
md been sufficient money at the disposal of the present Ministers, 
bey could have successfully carried into effect many beneficial schemes 
prepared for the improvement of the condition of the people. But for 
rant of funds these schemes, though complete, could not 1m* carried 
nto effect. If there had been money even under the present constitu- 
ion many improvements could have been effected. I think, Sir, that 
t would be even more difficult for the new constitution to work sue- 
ttasfully without sufficient money and without money the new constitu- 
ion will be a failure. 
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I myself and ray community are not in favour at present of handing 
over the security departments — the Police and the Magistracy — to the 
control of either a Hindu or a Muhammadan Minister. 

Mr. Bannerjee said yesterday that the communal evil will disappear. 
We hope indeed that it will, and as soon as it does disappear, our 
objections will be removed. But, Sir, as far as we can see at present, 
we consider it most desirable that a Britisher should continue to be in 
charge of the Police Department in this province. As regards the 
communal evil, all depends on a spirit of toleration, one for the other, 
and until we see that that spirit of toleration has entered into the minds 
of th<* people, we think that for the safety of the province the Police 
Department should remain under the charge of a Britisher. Inhere is 
a considerable section of my community who say that before handing 
over any department terrorism must be destroyed and crushed. 

Mr. Bannerjee said yesterday that he desired the Britishers to extend 
the hand of fellowship to Indians. We, on our part, can claim to 
have extended the hand of fellowship to our Indian friends for them 
to grasp. As you know', we, at any rate most of us, have, during 
this period of the reforms, clone our utmost to make the reforms a suc- 
cess, and it is perfectly certain that it is our desire to work with our 
Indian fellow-subjects so us to make the future constitution a success. 
Many of us desire, like Mr. Bannerjee, to see more irood done for the 
people, and w'e want the present atmosphere of distrust to disappear; 
it will disappear with better education and better health of the people, 
and in that feeling of co-operation every one of us will try our utmost 
to bring about the political advancement of this province. 


BatMl JATINDRA NATH BA8US Sir, I regret the communal turn 
that has crept into the discussion. I will leave that aspect alone, as 
I have not succeeded in lashing myself into a communal frame of mind. 
In considering the question of provincial autonomy, w'e should have 
clear ideas as to what we are discussing. The expression * 'provincial 
autonomy’* has been in use in India for nearly a quarter of a century. 
A quarter of a century ago the Government in this country was unitary 
and the entire power rested with the Government of India. The pro- 
vincial Governments were mere agents of the Government of India to 
carry out the functions of the State in their respective localities. Well, 
Sir, when the Montague Reforms came, it was clear that though there 
was a desire to grant some kind of autonomy to the provinces, that 
autonomy was of a very limited description, inasmuch as a great deal 
of the power, particularly the power of the purse, remained “reserved.” 
Consequently, the departments, to which Sir Lancelot Travers has 
referred, rtr., those which touch the every day life and doings of the 
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eople — such as their health, economic condition, and education — those 
epartments continued to be starved while other departments, vii. t those 
rith which the people have nothing to do every day of their lives re- 
eived much greater support from the Government. In the Round 
[’able Conference, to which Mr. Rahman in his very able, lucid, and 
loquent speech has referred, three ideas were discussed, rtr., the idea 
if Federation, the idea of responsibility in the centre, and the idea of 
irovincial autonomy. Well, Sir, if Bengal and the other provinces of 
ndia were independent States, States having complete sovereign 
►ower, and all these States were to combine to form a Federation, then 
he question of provincial autonomy would be easier, because the 
^deration would only have those powers which the constituent units 
ontributed to it and the constituent units would take good care not 
o contribute any power which might hamper them in their ordinary 
ind beneficient activities. Well, situated as we are, living for over a 
entury under a unitary system, a system which is ingrained in our 
ery being, it is extremely difficult for us to talk of “provincial 
lutonomv.” If it is over- weighted by the power at the centre, it would 
►e more or less an autonomy in name only. In discussing the question 
is to what the Federal or central powers were to be, at the Federal 
itrueture Committee of the Round Table Conference, as Mr. Fft«l-ul 
luq must have noticed, a great many of the powers of State were re- 
erved to the centre, such as powers in regard to civil and criminal 
aws, and to a certain extent the power in regard to the purse and 
arious other matters which affect our activities and well-being as a 
irovince. If these powers continue to bo central, and the centre has 
10 responsibility, it is no use our having such provincial autonomy, that 
s to say, a system of constitution for the provinces in which, instead 
if having nominated members for the Executive Council, there will bo 
nembers who will be elected members of the legislature. The Millin- 
er's powers will be circumscribed, because he will have to refer to the 
entral Government and obtain its sanction in various matters in the 
irdinary functions of his department. If there is going to he a new 
onstitution, then it is necessary that the centre should have a consti- 
ution which will respond to some extent to the wishes and the desire 
if the people, because the centre would then act, not merely, as we 
lave been complaining in the past, under instructions from Whitehall, 
mt the centre would look to the needs of the people of India and see 
rhat is good for them and what is conducive to their progress and 
idvancement and act to some extent after a full consideration of the 
lesires and aspirations of the people. That was the main reason why 
he delegates to the Round Table Conference, as Mr. Faad-ul Huq 
cnows, thought that it was no use having mere “provincial autonomy 
—an uncertain term — a term which in its actual application may be so 
ircumscribed as to be useless. I may say that, as Mr. Faxl-ul Huq 
las pointed out, two of the Mu ha m mad a n members of the Round Table 
Conference, who throughout the Conference acted practically as the 
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spokesmen of the great and important community to which they belong, 
supported this view, and the British delegates from India, i.e., those 
who represent Britishers in India, also supported that view. So, it is 
remarkable that it was not the Hindus alone that were unanimous, but, 
ns Mr. Fazl-ul Huq, in attending the sittings of the last two or three 
days of the plenary sessions when this question was finally decided, 
must have noticed, that there was one united expression from all sec- 
tions of the Conference supporting simultaneous responsibility at the 
centre along with provincial autonomy. 

Mr. Fazl-ul Huq has made a reference to the safeguards. Well, 
the safeguards that were asked for by the British delegates and by the 
Britishers from India, were such as would not ordinarily interfere with 
the functions of provincial Governments. They related, as you know, 
to questions of currency and exchange for the transition period and of 
foreign relations during that period. Well, we in this province do not 
want to have much to do with foreign relations. We do not want to 
fight w r ith other people, and I do not suppose that any difficulty will 
be felt by the province about that. As regards currency and exchange, 
as monetary dealings of the Government will be central, we might be 
affected along with the rest of India by any particular policy w’ith regard 
to currency or exchange, and we might suffer along with the rest of 
India, but there will he no interference with our everyday life in the 
name way as other acts of State. Therefore, I desire to point out that 
ill supporting the mere expression “provincial autonomy” we might 
probably commit a blunder ; and I would request the House to consider 
"very carefully whether they would support these words only without 
going iuto the implication of those words, because those words have 
commenced to be used in responsible political circles not to-day, not 
even during the life-time of the Hound Table Conference, but fioin long 
before, and at the time when they were first used, they were used only 
to mean u very modified form of provincial autonomy — a kind of 
authority from the centre to exercise certain functions on behalf of 
the central Government. I would, therefore, urge upon the House to 
exercise its vote after very carefully considering the implication of 
those words. 

li-30 a.m. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU. I am afraid I cannot lend my 
support to the motion moved by Mr. Hah man because of the wording 
of it. I aiu not going to add to the pae>an of praise of Mr. Rahman's 
most excellent speech. A word of commendation or congratulation 
from me would not add to the value of the speech. I submit, Sir, 
that the reasons against the immediate introduction of full responsible 
Government in the province that have been given by Mr. Jatindra Nath 
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Bara at* good enough to indicate to the Howe that the time for the grant 
of immediate provincial autonomy is not yet ripe. 

Mr. Basu and Sir Lancelot Travers have pointed out that without 
adequate finances provincial autonomy is bound to be a failure. If 
Bengal ia to go on under the present financial settlement, and ita re- 
sources cut and clipped as they have been during the last few years, 
then I dare any one to say that provincial autonomy is not bound to 
come down with a crash. It is for this reason that I think that the 
House would be well advised not to agree to ask for the immediate 
grant of provincial autonomy. If sufficient finances were guaranteed 
to the province, and if it was made clear that provincial administration 
could be carried on without undue interference by irresponsible authority 
in the centre, then and then only would provincial autonomy be accept- 
able to the province. I do not think I need add many words to show 
the thoroughness of the position, but I cannot take my seat without 
making a reference to the speech of my friend, Mr. Fail-ul Huq. We 
are very glad to see his visit to this Council — his visits are like those 
of an angel — not that we hope that he will become one for many years 
to come — but his visits have been few and far between. Evidently he 
has been brought down to throw oil upon troubled waters. Not having 
heard the speech of Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Fazl-ul Huq comes and after 
listening to the speech of Mr. S. M. Hone accuses him of introducing a 
communal turn into the debate. 

Mr. Suhrawurdy’s speech, as you all heard, wus one long stream 
of bitter invective against his friends, the Hindus. I am sorry 
Mr. Fasl-ul Huq has not been able to escape making reference to 
Dr. DutCs motion regarding the Excise Collector of Calcutta. Mr. 
Foxl-ul Huq seems to think that a Muhammadan officer is sacrosanct, 
and that if a Hindu member gets up and reads chapter and verse against 
that officer, it must be communal. I think it is absolutely inexcusable 
for a man of Mr. Fail-ul Huq’s position to accuse Dr. Dutt of com- 
munalism, because the facts given by Dr. Dutt and the letters read out, 
have not been controverted. I shall not proceed in that direction any 
further. I do not want to follow in the footsteps of Mr. Suhrawardy 
in his communal attack. I do not want it to be understood that Mr. H. 
8. Suhrawardy represents any considerable section of the Muhamma* 
dan s. I am sure he does not. You have heard him say this morning 
that his outlook is towards the Muhammadaus outside Bengal, and, 
therefore, in order to guard the interests of Muhammadans outside 
Bengal, he wants to fall foul of the Hindus. He forgets that a very 
considerable percentage of the Moslems of Bengal belong to the same 
stock as the poor despised Hindus. He forgets that the Hindus of 
this province. speak the same language as the Moslems of this province. 
He forgets that although there is an attempt at introducing Persian 
in some of the Muasalman families, they are still Bengalis, and l do 
not want tliem to forget that they are Bengalis. 
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Mr. BAR AT CHANDRA BAL: Sir, I consider it my imperati 
duty to take part in the present discussion. Sir, the population 
the depressed classes in Bengal is 11J millions and as a member of tl 
class I must give out their opinion. 

Sir, there is none under the sun who is not a lover of power a 
honour and I must say that my heart leaps up with joy the moment 
think that full responsible Government is going to be introduced 
this province immediately. But, Sir, the remembrance of that sweet* 
moment brings saddest thoughts to my mind and I cannot but shudd 
when I think what the fate of the depressed classes will be under t 
present constitution of the Council. Sir, the depressed classes ha 
got 2 nominated and 5 elected members here in this Council. Sir, he 
far these 5 or 7 members will be able to safeguard the interests of t 
depressed classes of Bengal? Sir, just as a handful of landlords ha 
by legislation succeeded in exploiting millions of raiyeUi of Bengi 
so I think, the so-called leaders of the Hindu community will in t 
name of the Hindus deprive the depressed classes of their legitima 
shares. 

Sir, the Moslems of Bengal are 56 per cent, of the total populate 
and still they demand majority by statute in the provincial legislatur 
and why? I think that the Moslems are afraid of the Hindus and 
they are resolved to safeguard their interest first and if the majori 
wants safeguards first, what the position of the minority of the minoi 
ties would be? 

Sir, the depressed class problem has not yet been settled and oi 
demand for separate electorate with seats with weightage is even no 
under consideration. Before the final decision of that question, 
would be a short-sighted policy of the Government to introduce full re 
ponsible government immediately. 

Sir, there are some hon’ble members here who are of opinion thi 
as the Prime Minister has given us assurance, so full responsib 
government must be introduced here at once. I think they are puttin 
the cart before the horse. If the supporters of the motion came fo 
ward with a definite proposal to solve the communal problem first, i 
that case, I think, we all could join our hands together. I think thi 
if without solving this question responsible government is introduce* 
then there will be internecine war in Bengal. 

Sir, it is a strange thing to find that there are some hon’ble men 
bers here in this Council who deny the claims of the depressed classes 
nay, they ignore the very existence of the depressed classes in Benga 
My learned advocate friend Mr. B. C. Chatter jee the other day wa 
bold enough to say on the very floor of this House that there are n 
depressed classes or backward classes in Bengal. Sir, legal practitioi 
ers may turn black into white and white into black, but the fact remaim 
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Mb B. C. CHATTERJEE: I did not snv “depressed classes”— I 
■aid there are uneducated backward classes. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL: Sir, the existence of the backward 
or depressed classes has been recognised by the Simon Commission, 
Calcutta University Commission and the Hindu Relief Society and So- 
ciety for the Improvement of the Depressed Classes of Bengal. Mr. 
Chatter jee may deny our existence and Mr. Gandhi may make an un- 
successful effort to win over the Moslems to deprive the depressed 
classes of their legitimate shares in the administration of the country, 
but I believe that the British Government will do justice to us. 

Sir, in conclusion, I humbly submit that unless and until the de- 
pressed class problem is solved here or by the Minority Sub-Commit- 
tees, I cannot join hands with the supporters of this motion and so I 
oppose it. 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I rise to oppose the 
motion moved by my friend Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee. I have heard 
with rapt attention different speakers of this House. Mr. Fazl-ul Huq 
in the course of his speech said that he is anxious, Mr. Bannerjee is 
anxious, Mr. Ramsay MacDonald is anxious for introducing full res- 
ponsible Government in Bengal and other provinces. May l ask them 
what is the reason that they have not been able to remove their anxiety 
so long? Probably all the speakers have forgotten one salient point, 
and that is that there is only one organisation known as the Indian 
National Congress which is now declared illegal, and I am sure if there 
is any delay in granting full responsible Government in Bengal, the 
responsibility lies not with the Government of Bengal, the responsibi- 
lity lies not with the Government of India, and I would even go far as 
to say that the responsibility is not with the British public, but the 
responsibility lies with the Indian National Congress. I understand 
that the Government is now engaged in killing that organisation, and 
I am sure Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee will find out an Indian Coagrave 
or an Indian De Valera to fight out the Indian cause. But I can assure 
this House that until there is peace with the Congress, there cannot 
be responsible Government in Bengal or in any other province. The 
Simon Commission came here and I am sure that the report of the 
Simon Commission would have been enough for granting a further 
instalment of self-government in India, but that organisation, the Indian 
National Congress opposed it, and the result was a Round Table Con* 
ferenoe, and our representatives of Bengal went and spoke eloquently 
on our behalf, but they came back disappointed. (A Voicb: Not dis- 
appointed.) I repeat that they came back disappointed after a declara- 
tion from the Prime Minister. Mr. Bannerjee has spoken much, and 
expressed much confidence in Mr. MacDonald, the Prune Minister of 
England, but if I re member aright, when I met him in the Albert Hall, 
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b s*id that the history of British rule in India was a history of broken 
pledges. Now he has changed his opinion and 1 do not know what haa 
brought about this change. 

11-45 a.m. 

I ask Mr. Fazl-ul Huq, our representative at the Round Table 
Conference, whether there was any necessity for a second Round Table 
Conference}' Perhaps he will say yes, because there was no Congress 
representation at the first Round Table Conference. However, at the 
second Round Table Conference, the Congress participated and a 
discussion arose on the question of granting provincial autonomy 
That question was discussed threadbare. Sir, may I ask whether it is 
within our jurisdiction, whether we are competent to discuss the ques- 
tion of provincial autonomy here even in Bengal? That question was 
discussed threadbare at the second Round Table Conference and it has 
been followed by the Lothian Committee and others. May I ask Mr. J. 
L. Bannerjee who wants provincial autonomy, provincial responsible 
government, whether it is with joint electorate or separate electorate? 
He has not spoken one word about the electorate or about the franchise 
nor whether it should he lowered or expanded. Sir, I do not want 
full provincial autonomy without the Fort William and I do not care 
to accept any provincial responsibility minus the Fort William of 
Bengal in Calcutta. Our representative Mr. Fazl-ul Huq of the Round 
Table Conference attempted probably for the last time to send another 
cablegram to the Prime Minister. My information is this 

Mf« A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ* I never sent any cablegram to any- 
body. 

Maiilvi SYED JALALUDDIN HAtHEMY: My information is this 
and I have heard it from resjwnsible quarters that he has asked for 46 
per cent, of the seats of the Bengal Legislature with separate electorate. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: That account is not correct and has 
no meaning. 

Mmilvi 9YKD JALALUDDIN HAIHKMYl Mr. Fazl-ul Huq has 
given his explanation. May I ask him once more whether only the 
other day he with some of his colleagues, with Sir Muhammad Takub 
as President, was not going to reorganise the Bengal Presidency Mos l em 
League? May I ask him what was the result of that conference which 
was held in his house? I have got information that had they been 
able to reorganise the Moslems, they could have done something in the 
name of the Mussalmans of Bengal. I can assure you-- - 
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Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQl Is that relevant, Sir, ae to what was 
being done at that conference P 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, if a gentleman is 
allowed to discuss Corporation matters in connection with this motion* 
if a gentleman is allowed to discuss the terrorist movement in this con- 
nection — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: l'len.e come hack to your point. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, in this House, the 
representatives of the various groups have spoken. As for myself, 
I stand here on behalf of the Indian National Congress, and I say as 
long as there is no peace with the Congress, as long as there are the 
Ordinances, as long as there is the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, I am perfectly sure there will lie no pence, there will be no respon- 
sible government, there will be no provincial autonomy. But, Sir, 
when the British politicians and British statesmen, though they are now 
bankrupt in their statesmanship, do realise the great importance of the 
Indian National Congress, I cannot understand why Mr. *1. L. 
Bnnnerjee, once a great advocate of the Indian National Congress, may 
stoop so low as to be satisfied with provincial responsible Government 
without uny responsibility at the centre. What is his idea I do not 
understand. Supposing, Sir, provincial autonomy is given, provincial 
autonomy in the sense in which my friend Mr. B. C. Chatterjee would 
have more portfolios transferred 


Blbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That is not responsibility. 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, 1 know what i« 
reeponsibility. I have learnt many lessons from Mr. J, L. Bannerjee 
and I hop? to learn many more. But will he tell me how from becoming 
a member of the Indian National Congress how a man in bis position — — * 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I have given you lessons, 
but you have not profitted by them. 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HAEHEMY: How a professor in the 

Vidyasagar College 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, may I riae on a point of 
Qfder? What baa Yidyaaagar College to do with thief 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot complain when yon have yourself 
set the stage. 

Matllvi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: One word more and 
I have finished. Sir, there is a move in Bengal, I do not know from 
which side, to have some responsibility introduced in the provincial 
administration. Sir, can we contemplate any responsible government 
minus Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta? I am 
perfectly sure if they would sign for responsible government in the pro- 
vince to-day, their signature will be accepted by the people as well by 
the Government. But who else can speak for the country? 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Their greatest man spoke in London 
and nobody listened to him. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Fnless the Indian 

National Congress accepts this autonomy (Interruptions). 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. I cannot allow all this wordy 
warfare. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, so many respon- 
sible people are now in jail, so many ladies are now in jail and so many 
cases of breaking of heads that in this atmosphere of political life it is 
absurd to talk about responsibility— responsibility to whom— to irres- 
ponsible and tyranical Government? Sir, is it worth while for men of 
our position in Bengal to talk of provincial autonomy unless these 
grievances are first removed ? 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the motions. 


Tha Hon* We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE* I think the Council must 
be thankful to the gentlemen who brought forward these motions for 
the interesting debate we have listened to. I would like to add my 
contribution to the tribute of admiration expressed by previous speakers 
in the House to Mr. Rahman for his speech. Now that he has made 
his mark in debate in this Council, I hope we shall hear him again. 
We are accustomed to Mr. J. L. Bannerjee’s oratory, but I am glad to 
find that there is another speaker in the Council who has also such 
powers of oratory. To come to the motions, I can assure you, Sir, that 
Government fully sympathise with the object that these gentlemen have 
in view — that the people of Bengal should, as soon as possible, be enabled 
to conduct their own affairs, aud that their representatives in Council 
should have an opportunity of doing all in their power to make Bengal 
richer, Happier and healthier. From the point of view of Government 
also, I can assure you that we entirely sympathise with your aspirations. 
No one will be more pleased than Government officers if agitation 
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oeases, and they can get on with their normal duties in the various 
•districts and other offices of which they are in charge. I think 
Mr. Bannerjee was. rather unfair to the officers of the Indian Civil 
Service when he said that they have lost all initiative and are simply 
satisfied to draw their monthly pay and carry on. One of the bitterest 
complaints of the late Mr. Peddie against the civil disobedience move- 
ment was that he bad to spend all his time in dealing with the 
movement and he considered this a pure loss to him so far as his main 
interests were concerned. It made it difficult for him to carry on with 
his various schemes for improving the condition of the people of 
Midnapore in the same way as he had done in Mulda. That, I believe, 
is the view of the majority of our officers. We shall only be too glad 
along with the people of the country to have done with agitation and 
he able to get on with our normal work. 

Sir, we are, as I have said, entirely in sympathy with the object of 
these two motions. But whether we liked Mr. Suhrawardy’s speech or 
not, it did at once bring out the fact of the practical difficulties in the 
way of carrying out the policy which these motions ask the Council to 
support, and the subsequent speeches that have been made, make us all 
realise, however much we may desire that end upon which we are all 
agreed, that there an* tremendous disagreements us to the methods to 
he adopted to reach it. I am afraid the balance of the speeches in this 
Council shows that the policy recommended by these two motions does 
not find favour with the large majority of the members. I think that 
most of the sections of the House realise that, however attractive the 
object in view may he, the path towards that object is a very thorny 
one and cannot be traversed light-heartedly. On this occasion, it is 
not for me to discuss the merits of the motions themselves, because I 
apeak as the representative of the Government of Bengal which is 
subordinate to the Government of India and His Majesty’s Government 
at home, and is hound hv that Government’s policy. The policy which 
has been adopted by His Majesty’s Government, has been declared by 
the Prime Minister with the full assent of his Government in the state- 
ment which he made at the conclusion of the second session of the 

12 noon. 

Round Table Conference. Perhaps it may be interesting to the Council 
if 1 read some of the paragraphs of the statement made by him at the 
conclusion of the second session of the Round Table Conference on 
December 1st, 1931. The Prime Minister said: “But I have digressed 
from the question of a programme in the light of the accepted factors — 
Federation as the aim, and self-governing provinces and the Indian 
States as its Ibasis. As I have said, our discussions have made it clear 
to all of us that Federation cannot be achieved in a month or two. 
There is a mass of difficult constructive work still to be done, and there 



DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


[19th Maecv, 


are important agreements to be sought by which the structure must be 
shaped and cemented. It is equally plain that the framing of a scheme 
of responsible government for the provinces would be a simpler task 
which could be more speedily accomplished. The adjustments and 
modifications of the powers ndw exercised by the central Government 
which would obviously have to be made in order to give real self- 
government to the provinces, should raise no insuperable difficulties. 
It has, therefore, been pressed upon the Government that the surest and 
speediest route to Federation would be to get these measures in train 
forthwith, and not to delay the assumption of full responsibility by the 
provinces a day longer than is necessary. But it is clear that a partial 
advance does not commend itself to you. You have indicated your 
desire that no change should be made in the constitution which is not 
effected by one all-embracing Statute covering the whole field, and His 
Majesty’s Government have no intention of urging a responsibility 
which, for whatever reasons, is considered at the moment premature or 
ill-advised. It may be that opinion and circumstances will change and 
it is not necessary here and now to take anv irrevocable decision. We 
intend, and have always intended, to press on with all possible dispatch 
with the federal plan.” It is clear from this that what is recommended 
by these two motions has been considered but has not been accepted by 
His Majesty’s Government. It is not possible, therefore, for the 
Government of Bengal to accept motions which make recommendations 
contrary to the declared policy of His Majesty’s Government. As you 
all know, everything possible is being done to hurry on the various 
arrangements that are necessary to carry out the declared policy of His 
Majesty’s Government. The Consultative Committee has been in 
session in Delhi; we had recently the Franchise Committee wandering 
round Bengal and we know that the Finance Committee is also sitting 
in Delhi, while there is the third committee which is dealing with 
matters concerning the States. I was glad to hear Mr. Jitendralal 
Bannerjee declare his faith in the honesty of intention of the British 
Government and I think the action that has already been taken makea 
it perfectly plain that His Majesty’s Government is doing everything 
in its power to expedite as far as possible the completion of the 
programme which they have declared in public. It is very undesirable 
that the Bengal Council should place its reliance on a short cut which 
apparently His Majesty’s Government has not been able to accept and 
which did not meet with the approval of the majority of the members 
of the Hound Table Conference. 

For this reason, pi:., on the ground of principle, Government muat 
oppose the motion. But of course there is the other point, rw., the 
Bengal Government must oppose the motion because they do not with 
their budget cut on a matter over which they have no control. I would 
suggest to the movers of these motions that they should withdraw them. 
But as the discussion has been of the utmost interest to us and will M 
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doubt be interesting to the Government of India and to His Majesty’s 
Government, I promise to forward copies of the discussion to them for 
information and for such action as they may consider desirable. If the 
motions are not withdrawn, Government will have no option but to 
oppose them. 

Mr. A. F. RAHMAN: 1 beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

tabu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I also ask for leave to 
withdraw’ my motion. 

The following motions were then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

“That the demand for Rs. 13,000 under the head 4 22I) — Executive 
Council' be reduced by Its. 101 (to raise a discussion on the desirability 
of steps being taken for the immediate introduction of full responsible 
government in the province).” 

“Thut the demand of Rs. 13, 000 under the heud '22D — Executive 
Council' be reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise the constitutional issue about 
the necessity for the immediate grant of full responsible government 
to the province).'’ 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: In the first place, I apologise to the 
House for the condition in which my voice is to-day. (The member had 
a bad throat.) I would remind the House of the fact, Sir, that with 
your permission I have changed the wording of my motion and it stands 
as follows : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 13,000 under the head ‘22D — Executive 
Counc il' be reduced by Rs. 101 (to discuss the question of administrs- 
tion of the Police Department bv transfer of all the portfolios except 
one to responsible Ministers).” 

I submit that my motion avoids all the objections which have 
unfortunately been made against the motion of my predecessor. In 
the first place, if you have the transfer of all the portfolios except one, 
like Forests for example, then practically it gives what Mr. Rahman 
wants to get. We can leave Forests under His Excellency the Governor 
and we can transfer all the other portfolios from the Members of the 
Executive Council to Ministers. And we can do this under the present 
constitution ; it really gives what Mr. Rahman and Mr. Rannerjee want 
to get for Bengal. Therefore I am entitled to get their support. 

In the second place, as the Hon'ble Members have heard no doubt 
previously, Kir Tej Bahadur Sapru and others did object to the grant of 
provincial autonomy without responsibility at the centre. But he haa 
expressly Written to my friend Mr. 8. M. Bose to say (I have that 
latter in my possession ) that he and those of his opinion do not, how- 
ever, object to the transfer of as many portfolios as may be possible 
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under the present Government of India Act. So, the opposition of my 
friends to my right and to my left to the grant of provincial autonomy 
in the form that Mr. Rahman has demanded is met, because the 
principal exponents of that opposition, namely, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru 
and his colleagues, Lave expressly declared that they do not object to 
the transfer of the portfolios, if that be done under the present Act. 
As you, gentlemen, are aware, the present Lord Chief Justice of 
England and another distinguished English lawyer were asked to give 
their opinion as to whether the portfolios could be transferred under 
the present Government of India Act, and they gave the opinion that 
all the portfolios except one could be transferred. So there is no legal 
difficulty in the matter, and there is no difficulty from the point of view 
from which you have opposed Mr. Rahman's motion, and there will not 
be any difficulty from Mr. Rahman’s point of view, too, because it will 
secure all that he wants to secure for his province. On the top of all 
this, what I would earnestly plead for your consideration is that we, 
Bengalis, should not be asked to take up the responsibility of provincial 
autonomy all at once in the year 19*34 or 1935 whenever it might be 
granted to us. Before we can work full-blooded provincial autonomy 
successfully in 1934 or 1935, we ought to have some intermediate 
experience, some kind of intermediate exercise, in responsibility. 
Take the most important portfolio, the portfolio of Law and Order. 
Before the next Government of India Act is ushered in we, the Hindus 
and Mussulmans of Bengal, ought to come to a workable understanding 
as to bow that portfolio shall be worked, and that understanding can 
only be come to when we are invested with the responsibility of working 
that portfolio. I would ask the Englishmen also to look at it from this 
point of view : They may think that we, the Bengalis, will make a mess 
of it when we get this portfolio. Let us, then, I sav, make a mess of it 
as quickly as possible ; hut do not wait till 1934 or 1935 ; give us a chance 
to-day of showing whether we are going to make a mess of it or whether 
we are going to work it successfully. If the Bengali Hindus and 
Mussulmans prove their inability to handle the police portfolio in the 
meantime, then it is quite clear that the reforms which will be granted 
will have to he on entirely different lines from those at present contem- 
plated. On the other hand, if we make a success of it, of course our 
claim to the grant of provincial autonomy will be more strong. From 
either point of view, I would commeud my proposal to your acceptance; 
it is in the interest of the present reforms, and the reforms that are 
coming. It is only fair that we should all agree that Bengalis should 
be given a chance here and now of either proving our capacity or 
incapacity for managing the portfolio which is at present in charge of 
the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice. Since you are going to give it to us in 
1934, why not give it to us now? Otherwise, if you give it to us in 
1934, and then we make a mess, just think of the bigger mess into 
which you will involve not only Bengal and India, but also England. 
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At the present moment, if you transfer it to us, we will gain valuable 
experience, in the light of which you will be able to come to a decision 
as to what the next instalment of reforms should be. I am not one of 
those who say we cannot make a mess of it ; we may make a mess of it ; 
in fact, there is a distinct chance of our making a mess of it. If we 
really make a mess of it, it should be now, and not after the grant of 
provincial autonomy, for that will lead to a very much greater disaster. 
On the other hand, it is as well that we should get it now, as we shall 
know then that if we do it well, Bengal will get well under weigh 
towards the goal of an all-India Federation. 

12-15 p.m. 

There can be no objection really on the part of Englishmen or on 
the part of the Members of Government or on the part 
of our countrymen to the measure which I have suggested, 
because from every point of view it seems to commend itself. 
Some British people here take fright at the very idea that a Bengali is 
going to have the Police portiolio. They should get over that fear and 
that mentality; that mentality is inconsistent with the declared pledges 
of the British Parliament. Those who are willing to give us a chance 
should come forward and support the motion. As a mutter oi* fart, the 
question of Hindn-Moslem unity which is the basic question on which 
the whole problem of self-government hinges, — that question will only 
take practical shape when Hindus and Muhammadans will become 
political realists, instead of continuing in their present state of being 
not more than theorists. When that time comes, then Mr. Faxl-ul Huq, 
Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Bose anil Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu will have to 
sit together instead of quarrelling with each other as now. They will 
then have to sit together to ask this question — whether they are going 
to make responsible government in Bengal a success or not. And I 
have no doubt that better sense will prevail and they will make a success 
of it. 

I am sure when that responsibility is given, they will make it a 
success. Do not leave the next instalment of reforms to chance. See 
whether Bengal succeeds or not and thereby make sure that she will 
be able to work the reforms that are going to be given her. 

I am not going to take up further time of the Council. I would ask 
the whole House to support this motion. 

Mr, SHANTI SHIKHAREfWAR RAY: I strongly support the 
suggestion of my friend Mr. Chatterjee. It is a bold experiment, and 
I think it is an experiment worth trying. I think that a further step 
towards responsible government should 1 m* taken by reason of Bengal’s 
sacrifice in the cause of the motherland. Apart from the sacrifice of 
thousands of our young men in this province, I think Bengal is capable 
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ol producing able administrators who can be trusted with the charge of 
maintaining law and order of this province. I further submit that this 
is a motion which certainly comes within our competence. If we decide 
and the Government agrees with us that the situation is ripe for another 

step towards responsible government, I think the higher authorities 

the British Government— will certainly act on the suggestion, and let 
us proceed with the work of ameliorating the condition of the province 
with the help of all parties. 


Mr. Ha Sa 8UHRAWARDY : With looks of a venomous reptile as 
1 am, I 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Ma\ I impose a limitation? 1 You should not refer 
to these things which occurred on a previous day and have nothing to 
do with the matter now under consideration. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I wonder, Sir, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 w»ll not allow you to proceed in the way von 
are doing. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I will just expatiate on my loathsome- 
ness * 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Provided you can do so consistently with the 
subject under discussion. 

[Here the time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the 
head 4 *22 — General Administration” was reached.] 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry, you cannot proceed further. 


Mr. H. S« SUHRAWARDY: I shall have opportunities afterwards. 

The motion o| Mr. B. C. Chatterjee was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYEt, 


All, MlNlvi Hmmii. 

•afcsfct Maulvi tyvd MajM. 

Danarji, Mr* t. 

Oanarg, Nai BaMtfur KaMd OfcanAr*. 
iMMMrjM, tabu Jittmlratat. 

Km, oabu atMrt data, 
lata, Mr. Marantfra Ku m ar . 


C*au*huri, Maulvi lyu Osman Ha Mar. 
Cbaudbury, Maulvi Nurmi Abaar. 
Cbawdhury, Maulvi AMul oaani. 

Mutt, Hal BthMur Dr. H a r Ubaa . 

Obam, Or. Amulym Natan. 

Oaanba, Nmi Oabatfur OaOrttas. 

Quba, tabu Prafutla Kumar. 
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ITMfir NUtvi AM 

Haiti, Hr. H. 

Hittra, rnmm tent CHMra. 

Maakarjas, Hr. SyamaprnMd. 
Nlft Baku ink Lai. 

Faddai r, Hr. Ananda Hokan. 
Rakman, Haulvi Atiiur. 
Rakman, Hr. A. F, 

Hal Hskatai, Munimira Dai. 


Bay, Baku Kkattar Makaa 
Bay, Hr. tkaati tkakharatwar. 

Ray Ckawdhury, Baku latfek Ckandra. 
Raut, Baku Maaaai. 

Ray, Baku tatytndra Natk. 

Ray, Hr. iarat Kumar. 

Roy Ckaudkuri, Baku Mam Ckandra. 
tan 6 aat a. Or. Maraak Ckandra. 

•hah, Hanlvi Akdnl Hamid. 

•alaimaa, Hanlvi Hnkammad. 


NOES. 


Arantrang, Hr. W. L. 

Austin, 4r. J. H. 

Sal, Baku Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Hr. iarat Ckandra. 

Bartlay, Hr. C. 

Baair Uddin, Kkan iakik Hanlvi 
Hakammad. 

Blrfcmyrt, Hr. H. 

Blandy, Hr. C. N. 

Battamlay, Hr. J. H. 

Rural, Baku Bakul Ckand. 

Ckaudkuri, Kkan Bakadur Hanlvi Hafttur 
Rakman. 

Ckawdkury, Haji Bad! Akmad. 

Cohan, Hr. D. 4. 

CinMnftr, Majar-Oanaral W. V. 

Caapar, Hr. C. C. 

Oain, Hr. B R. 

Eusufji, Hanlvi Nur Rakman Kkan. 
Paraqui, tka Han'bla Navrab K. C. 

Kkan Bakadur. 

Fawaut, Hr. L. R. 

Bangall, Rai Bakadur Suail Kumar. 

Bkaaa, Rai Bakadur iaaanka Oamar. 

Qkaaa. tka Han'bla • ir B. B. 

Ohumavi, tka Han'bla A I had J Sir Abdal- 
karim. 

Bilakriat, Hr. R. N. 

Buka, Hr. F. N. 

Rumor, Hr. 0. W. 

Huasain, Haulvi Latafat. 

Karr, Hr. W. J. 

Kkan, Hanlvi Amin*ux**aman. 


Kkan, Kkan Sahib Haulvi Muaxtant Ali. 
Khan, Hr. Rataur Rakman. 

Laaaan, Hr. Q. W. 

Haauira, Hr. L. T. 

Harr, tka Han'bla Hr. A. 

HaCInakia, Hr. B. T. 

Hi liar, Hr. C. C. 

Hullltk, Hr. Hukunda Bakary. 

Hag, Ravarand B. A. 

Handy, Hakaraja frit Ckandra, of Kaaim* 
bazar. 

Naximudd in, tka Han'bla Hr. Khwaja. 
Ordiak, Hr. 4. S. 

Ormond, Hr. B. C. 

Fkilpat, Hr. H C. V. 

Frantiaa, tka Han'bla Hr. W. 0. R. 

Rakman, Hr. A. F. H. Abdur 
Ray, Baku Hacandra Narayaa. 

Ray Ckaudkuri, Hr. K. 0. 

Rata, Hr. 4. 

Roy, Hr. tailaaarar Singh. 

Ray, tka Han'bla Hr. iiiay Fr aaad iinak. 
iaadatullah, Haulvi Hnkammad. 

Sakana, Baku iatya Kinkar. 
ftarkar, Sir Jadunatk. 

Sarkar, Rai tahib Rakati Hakan. 
tan, Hr. B. R. 

•u bra ward y, Mr. H. A 
Thamaa, Mr. H. F. 

Travara, Sir Lanaalat. 

Wilkinaan, Mr. H. R. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. 0. 

Wartkinctan, Mr. R. H. 


The A vea being 43 and the Noea 01, the motion was lout. 

The motion that a sum of Its. 95,38,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 22 — General Administration” was then put and agreed 
to. 


The following motions undet the head “ 22 — General Administration” 
were not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR 
RAHMAN, K«zt EMDADUL HOQUE, Msulvi BY ID JALALUDDIN 
HABHEMY, Msulvi HA SB AN ALI surf Msulvi EYED MAJID 
BAICftHl ‘‘That the demand of Its. 13,000 under the head ‘22D— 
Executive Council* be reduced by Its. 100 (to raise a discussion on the 
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policy of Government regarding the inequitable cut in salary of Govern- 
ment servants before exhausting other reasonable sources of savings by 
appointing a Retrenchment Committee in Bengal and gathering 
evidences from ministerial officers of departments }.” 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY: “That the demand of Its. 13,000 under the head ‘22D — 
Executive Council’ be reduced by Its. 100 (picketing ordinance with 
special reference to the failure of the Government to protest against the 
Ordinance).” 

Mr. P. BANERJl! “That the demand of Rs. 13,000 under the head 
*221) — Executive Council’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion 
about the action of the Government in filling up the office of Executive 
Councillor with temporary incumbents).” 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: “That the demand of Rs. 13,000 
under the head ‘22D — Executive Council’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
discuss the methods adopted by Government to deal with the present 
political situation).” 

Mr. P. BANERJI: “That the demand of Rs. 1,72,800 under the head 
‘22E — Ministers’ be reduced by Rs. 1.30,800.” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “That the demand of 
Es. 1,72,800 under the head ‘22E — Ministers — Pay of Ministers’ 
be reduced by Rs. 82,800.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of Rs. 1,72,800 
under the head “22E — Ministers — Pay of Ministers’ be reduced by 
Rs. 43,200.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
E«. 1,72,800 under the head ‘22 E — Ministers — Pay of Ministers’ 
be reduced by 11s. 1,000 (to discuss about the number of Ministers and 
for co-ordination of work in the transferred departments).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of Es. 1,72,800 
under the head ‘22E— Ministers — Pay of Ministers’ be reduced by 
Es. 100 (to raise a discussion on the desirability of the appointment of 
a fourth Minister from the depressed class).” 

Mr. P. BANERJI: “That the demand of Rs. 1,72,800 under the 
head *22E— Ministers* be reduced by Re. 1 (to disapprove the policy 
of the Minister of Education with special reference to action against 
certain schools in Chittagong).” 
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Mr. #ARENDRA KUMAR BASU: “That the demand of Rs. 500 

under the head ‘22E — Ministers — Hill Allowances’ be refused.” 


Maulvf HAS8AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HASHEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,96,000 under the bead ‘22E — 
Ministers’ be refused.” 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,96,000 under the head ‘22E — Ministers’ be mluced by Rs. 1,24,000 
(by reducing the number of Ministers to two each on a salary of 
Rs. 3,000).” 


Maulvi HASS AN ALI and Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN 
HASHEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,96,000 under the head ‘22E — 
Ministers’ be reduced by Rs. 1,24,000.” 


Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,96,000 under the head *22E — Ministers’ be reduced by Re. 65,333.” 

Maulvi HASSAN ALI and Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN 
HASHEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,96,000 under the head ‘22E~ 
Ministers' be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about retain- 
ing the Ministers under the present economic condition).” 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: “That the demand of Rs. 1,96,000 under the 
head ‘22E — Ministers’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the 
necessity of reducing the number of Ministers and the scale of the pay 
of the Ministers).” 

Maulvi ABDUS SAM AD: “That the demand of Rs. 1,96,000 und$r 
the head 4 22E — Ministers’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy 
of the Ministers in the matter of recruitment of their gazetted and non- 
gasetted officers).” 

Rai KESHAB GHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: “Thai the 
demand of Re. 55,000 under the head ‘22F — Legislative Council — 
Travelling Allowance’ be refused.” 

Mr. NARINDRA KUMAR BASU anil Rai KESHAB GHANDRA 
BANERJI Bahadur: "That the demand of Rs. 1,500 under the 
head ‘22F — Legislative Council — Hill Allowances’ be refused.” 
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Rai KESHAS CHANDRA BANBRJI Mtafert “That the 

demand of t.>, 1,600 under the head *22 F — Legislative Council — Hill 
Allowance* * be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge the abandonment of hill 
exodus for one year in view of the serious financial crisis of Govern- 
ment). ” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 1,86,000 
under the head *22F — Legislative Council* be reduced by Rs. 48,000. ” 


Maulvi HA8SAH ALI, Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY, 
Baby JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE, Mr. A. F. RAHMAN, Maulvi 
SYED MAJID BAKSH f Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE, Mr. 8. M. BOSE, 
MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI, Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY 
CHOWDHURY and Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: “That the 
demand of Rs. 1,86,000 under the head ‘22F — Legislative Council' be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about the unnecessary delay 
in separating the Legislative Council from the Legislative Depart- 
ment).” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE, MUNINDRA DEB RAI 
MAHASAI, Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE and Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR 
RAHMAN: “That the demand of Rs. 1,86,000 under the head 4 22F — 
Legislative Council’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy of 
Government with reference to the prospects of the assistants of the 
Legislative Department, having a special bearing on the creation of an 
additional lower selection grade post in the Legislative Department).” 


Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: That the 

demand of Rs. 1,86,000 under the head ‘22F— Legislative Council’ be 
reduced by Be. 100 [to criticise the policy of hill exodus of Government 
officers of this dafNurtmcnt (gaxetted and ministerial) even in these 
times of acute eoouomic distress and in view of the depleted finances of 
the Government].” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,86,000 under the head ‘22F — Legislative Council’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (non-provision of facilities to Muhammadan visitors to Council 
to say their prayers).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 

Rs, 1,86,000 under the head “22F — Legislative Council* be reduced by 
Re. 1 (translation of the Bengal Legislative Council Manual with rules 
.and standing orders into Bengali).’* 
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Baton SATYENDRA NATH ROY and Batott HEM CHANDRA ROY 
OHOUDMURI: “That the demand of Rs. 1,86,000 under the head 
*22F — Legislative Council* he reduced by Re. 1 (to urge upon the 
Government the necessity of amendiug the Act fixing the salary of 
Deputy President by making the office an honorary one).” 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: -That the demand of 
Rs. 8,000 under the head ‘22F — legislative Bodies — Elections for 
Indian and Provincial Legislature' be reduced bv Rs. 101 (to raise a 
discussion about the ensuing general election on the expiration of the 
duration of the Bengal Legislative Council with particular reference to 
the preparation of electoral rolls)." 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: u That the demand of Rs. 8.000 under the 
head ‘22 — General Administration — B — Legislative Bodies — Elections 
for Indian and Provincial Legislature' be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the fact that no provision has been made for the general 
election of the Legislative Council)/’ 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE, Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE, Mr. NARENDRA 
KUMAR BA8U, Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEfi, Sr. NARESH 
CHANDRA SEN CUPTA, Maulvi HAS8AN ALI, BMW JATINDRA 
NATH BA8U, Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY, Haji SADI 
AHMED CHOWDHURY, Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN/HASHIMY 
and Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: “That the demand of Rs. 9,200 
under the head ‘22G — Civil Secretariat — Reserved — Judicial, Political 
and Appointment Departments— Officers on Spwial duty’ be reduced 
by lls. 101 (as protest against policy followed by Press Officer and to 
suggest abolition of the post immediately).” 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 
ALI* “That the demand of Rs. 2,93,000 tuidtv the head *22G — Civil 
Secretariat— Judicial, Political and Appointment Department*’ bn 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to discuss the order of restraint under the 
Emer gency Powers Ordinance served upon two members of the 
Council).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI, Maulvi MUHAMMAD 
FAZLULLAH, Maulvi ABOUL HAKIM, Maulvi NUR RAHMAN 
KHAN 1USUFJI, Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH, and Maulvi 
TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of Re. 2,93,000 under the 
head *220— Civil Secretariat— Judicial, Political and Appointment 
Departments’ be reduced by Re. 1,000 (to amend the Usurious Loan* 
Act, ruinous oppression of usury, fixing of maximum rate, of interest).” 

84 



Maulvi BY ED JALALUODIN MASH E MY a *4 Maulvi HASS AN 
ALI: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 2,93,000 under the head ‘22G— Civil 
Secretariat — Judicial, Political and Appointment Departments be 

reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to discuss the policy of granting passports to 
students and others)/’ 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl! ‘‘That the demand of 

Rs. 2,93,000 under the head ‘22 — General Administration — 22G — Civil 
Secretariat — Judicial, Political and Appointment Departments’ be 

reduced by Re. 1 (in view of the present economic distress and financial 
embarrassment to urge upon the Government the necessity of taking 
immediate steps for extending the period of limitation up to six years * 
in all ordinary money suits, Small Cause Court suits and rent suits and 
also in the matter of execution of all decrees under the aforesaid 
suits).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: “That the demand of 

Rs. 99,000 under the head ‘22G — Civil Secretariat — Revenue Depart- 
ment’ he reduced by Rs. 100 (insufficiency of Government measures to 
cope with the situation arising out of the destruction of crops by flood 
in the Tangail subdivision).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 99,000 under the head ‘220 — Civil Secretariat — Revenue Depart- 
ment* be reduced by Re. 1 (translation into Bengali of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: “That the demand of Its. 2,80,000 
under the head ‘22G— Civil Secretariat — Finance, Commerce and Marine 
Departments’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to criticise the policy of Gov- 
ernment in declaring only one day as Muharram holiday in the place 
of two days),” 

Kail EMPADUL HOQUE amt Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That 

the demand of Ra. 2*80,000 under the head ‘22G — Civil Secretariat — 
Finance, Commerce and Marine Departments’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to raise a discussion on the present policy of Government in not allow- 
ing the typists of the Bengal S?cretariat to be promoted or recruited to 
the posts of lower division assistants of the Secretariat).” 

Nftfl BAD! AHMED OHOWDHURYt “That the demand of 

Rs. 2,80,000 under the head ‘22G — Civil Secretariat — Finance, Com- 
merce and Marine Departments’ he reduced by Rs. 6 (to draw attention 
of Government to the fact that there is a competition between Bengal 
fhmm Navigation Company and British India Steam Navigation Com- 
pany in Chittagong and to fix the rate of fares).” 
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MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Re. 2,80,000 under the head *22G — Civil SecrctaHatr— Finance, Com- 
merce mid Marine Departments’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to draw atten- 
tion to the necessity for allowing 3rd and Inter Class female passengers 
to enter railway station by the passages intended for the 1st and 2nd 
class passengers or to make separate provisions).” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: ‘‘That the demand of Ks. 2,80,000 under 
the head ‘22G — Civil Secretariat — Finance, Commerce and Marine 
Departments’ be reduced by He. 1 (to raise a discussion about the 
typists and lower division assistants in the Secretariat).” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Its. 2,80,000 under the head ‘22G — Civil Secretariat — 
Finance, Commerce and Marine Departments’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
draw attention to the inconvenience suffered bv passengers owing to the 
defective arrangements of the Mymensiugh railway station in the 
matter of female waiting rooms, want of platforms on Assam-Bengal 
Railway sections and other matters).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: ‘That the demand of 

Rs. 2,80,000 under the head *220 — Civil Secretariat— Reserved — 
Finance, Commerce and Marine Departments’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
(draw attention to the inconvenience of passengers, specially 2nd dais 
passengers, in steamers belonging to River Steam Navigation & Co. and 
India General Steam Navigation A Co.).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY, Maulvi HA88AN ALI, 
Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H, Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY, Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA and Mr. K. 0. 
RAY CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of Rs. 2,80,000 under the head 
‘22H — Civil Secretariat — Finance, Commerce and Marine Department*’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that the printing 
works of the Port Trust are given on contract to the private firms). ” 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BAMERJI Bahadur : “That the demand 

of B«. 2,80,000 under the head ‘22G— Civil Secretariat — Finance, Com- 
merce and Marine Departments’ he reduced by Re. 1 (failure of Gov- 
ernment to frame rules as contemplated in section 64B of the Indian 
Steam Vessels Act and the appointment of an Advisory Committee as 
therein provided for).” 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadurs “That the demand 
of Be. 17,009 under the head *22G — Civil Secretariat (Reserved)— 
Travelling Allowance* be refused.” 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU ml Rii KESHAB CHANDRA 
BANER3I Bahadur: “That the demand of Es. 14,000 under the head 
*220 — Civil Secretariat (Reserved) — Hill Allowances’ be refused/’ 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU and Rai KESHAB CHANDRA 
BANERJI Bahadur. “That the demand of Rs. 5,000 under the head 
*220 — Civil Secretariat — Contingencies — Hill Journey Charges’ be 
refused/’ 

HaJI BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 49,000 under the head ‘22G Civil Secretariat — Book Depot — 

Establishment' be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the negligence 
of work in this department).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 6,52,97**1 
under the head ‘22G— Civil Secretariat (Reserved)— Pay of Establish- 
ment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that there 
is not a single Muslim stenographer in the Bengal Secretariat).” 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 8, 37,000 under the head “22G — Civil Secretariat — Reserved’ be 
reduced by Rs. 2,00,000.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 8/17,000 under the head ‘22G — Civil Secretariat and headquarters 
establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (none but Bengalees and those 
domiciled in Bengal should in future he recruited in filling appoint- 
ments).” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE, MUNINDRA DEB RAI 
MAHASAI, Maulvl 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY, Maulvi 
HASSAN ALI ami KAZI EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 8,87,000 under the head ‘220 — Civil Secretariat — Reserved* be 
reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion on the policy of Government 
in connection with retrenchment, having a bearing on the revision of the 
cadres of the ministerial officers of the Bengal Secretariat and other rele- 
vant matters connected with the reduction of salary of the Government 
aervants of the Secretary, particularly the lower division assistants).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 8,37,000 
under Hie head 4 22G— Civil Secretariat’ be reduced by Rs, 100 (to draw 
attention to the unsympathetic attitude of the Government to the 
urgent demand of the Muslim community to be provided with some 
plots of Government land where no private land is available for the 
construct ion of mosques for the performance of compulsory prayers 
while attending courts and offices).” 
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Bite AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 8,37,000 
under the head ‘22G — Civil Secretariat — Reserved’ be reduced by 
Rs. 10® (want of representation of the backward classes in the minis- 
terial staff of the Secretariat and for an immediate provision for the 
game).” 

Mr. AMANDA MOHAN POODAR: “That the demand of Rs. 8,37,000 
under the head ‘22G — Civil Secretariat — Reserved* be reduced by 
Rs. 10 (to raise the question of general retrenchment of administrative 
expenditure specially in the Reserved Department).” 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: “That the demand of Rs. 8,37,000 
under the head l 22 G — Civil Secretariat — Reserved’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to discuss the question of stoppage of recruitment in all-India 
Sei vices V.” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 8,37,000 under the head ‘22G — Civil Secretariat and headquarters 
establishment — Pay of Establishment’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
the attention of the Government to the fart that there is not a single 
member of the backward classes in the whole ministerial staff of the 
Secretariat and suggest that an immediate provision he made in this 
direction).** 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : That the demand of 
Rs. 59,000 under the head “22H — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) — 
Education Department’ he reduced by Rs. 101 (want of provision for 
public libraries).*’ 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 79,000 under 
the head *2211 — Civil Secretariat — Local Self-Government Department* 
be refused.” 

Mr. R. MAITI: "That the demand of Rs. 79,000 under the head 
*22R — Civil Secretariat — Local Rdf-Government Department’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the public discontent for 
withdrawal of the right of election of the Chairman from the Midna- 
p©Te District Hoard).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 79,000 under the head ‘2217 — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) — 
Local Self-Government Department* be reduc.Ml by Rs. 10] (vagaries 
of the executives of the Balisahar Municipality and the removal of 
President, Uluberia Union Board).” 
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Mr. 1C C. BAY CHAUDHURI, Maulvi HA WAN ALI, H«Ji BAD! 
AHMED CHOWDHURY, Maulvi EYED 4ALALUDDIN H ASHE MY, 
Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKEH and Dr. NAREEH CHANDRA EEN 

GUPTA: “That the demand of Rs. 79,000 under the head *22H — Civil 
Secretariat — Transferred — Local Self-Government Department* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that the printing works 
of Calcutta Improvement Trust are given op contract to private firms).” 

Haji BADI AHMED GHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 79,000 under the head *2211 — Civil Secretariat — Local Self- 
Government Department’ l>e reduced bv Re. 1 (translation into Bengali 
of the Bengal IjocaJ Self-Government Act and Bengal Municipal Act).** 

Kail EMDADUL HOQUEs ‘ That the demand of Rs. 62,000 under 
the head *2211 — Civil Secretariat — Agricultural and Industries Depart- 
ment’ be refused.” 

Maulvi TAMHUPDJN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 62,0Q0 
under the head ‘22H — Civil Secretariat — Agricultural and Industries 
Department* be reduced by Rs. 32,000.” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 62,000 under the head ‘22H — Civil Secretariat — Transferred — 
Agriculture and Industries Department’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the immediate necessity of tackling the unemployment 
question).” • 

Babu KIEHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 02,000 under the head ‘2211 — Civil Secretariat — Agriculture and 
Industries Department’ be reduced by Re. I (to discuss the present 
policy of the Government with special reference to the prevailing unem- 
ployment problem).** 

Rai KEEHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: “That the demand 

of Rs. 3,000 under the head ‘22H — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) — 
Travelling Allowance' be refused.” 

Ral KEEHAB OHANDRA BAKERJI Bahadur and Mr. NARENRRA 
KUMAR BA8U: “That the demand of Rs. 4,000 under the head ‘22H — 
Civil Secretariat (Transferred) — Hill Allowance’ be refused.” 

Mr. NARfNRRA KUMAR «AEU and Rai KEEHAB CHANDRA 
RANERJI Bahadur: “That the demand of Rs. 3,000 under the 
bead. *22H — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) — Contingencies — Rill 
Journey Charges* be refused.** 



1&32.J DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. tU 

BMW AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 2,40,000 
under the head *22H — Civil Secretariat (Transferred)’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (want of any provision for the recruitment of the qualified 
candidates belonging to the backward classes in the ministerial staff 
and far an immediate provision in that direction). *’ 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: ‘That the demand of Rs. 1,000 
under the head *22-1 — Board of Revenus — Hill Allowances’ be refus- 
ed.” 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: “That the demand of Ra. 800 
under the head '22-1 — Board of Revenue — Contingencies — Hill Journey 
Charges’ be refused.” 


Ha]i BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 54,125 under the head ‘22-1 — Board of Revenue’ be reduced by Re. 1 
[to consider the necessity of reducing 40 per cent, revenue in the 
temporary estate (Nowahad) till th. j price of the paddy and jute reaches 
their former rate].” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the dewand of Rs. 16,04X1 
under the bead ‘22-1 — Board of Revenue — Management of Private 
Estates’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the unsympathetic 
attitude of the Manager of the Murshidabad Nawab Estate towards the 
claims of Muslims for appointment under the estate).” 


Mfttthri TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 16,000 
under the head ‘22-1 — Board of Revenue — Establishment for manage- 
ment of Private Estates’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to 
the harsh and drastic steps taken for the realisation of rents causing 
great distress to the tenants in these days of extreme financial 
stringency).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 
Ra. 16,000 under the head ‘22-1 — Board of Revenue — Establishment for 
management of Private Estates’ be reduced by Re. 1 (wakf estate of 
Enhadali Chowdhury and Abdullah Khan Estate of Chittagong).” 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: “That the demand 
of Rs. 70,000 under the head *22-1 — Board of Revenue’ he reduced by 
Rs. 105 (te rake a discussion, on the inefficiency of management of the 
Court of Awards and the inattention of the Board to the claims of the 
Mumalmans in filling up appointments under the Board).” 
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Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAH: “That the demand of Rs. 70,000 
under the head '22*1 — Board of Revenue’ be reduced by Rs. 100 [to 
ifraw attention to the fact (/) that khan mahal tenants in certain areas 
(e.p., in the district of Faridpur) have been served with notices of 
enhancement of rent at this inopportune time, (2) that drastic steps are 
being taken for realisation of rents of Government estates and (3) that 
it is highly expedient to remit the rents of khas maluti tenants in 
certain areas either wholly or partly or at least to hold realisation in 
abeyance till the economic situation improved].” 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: “That the demand of 

Rs. 70,000 under the head '22-1 — Board of Revenue* be reduoed by 
Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the expediency of abolishing the Board 
of Revenue).* * 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 2,31,000 under the head ‘22 J — Local Fund Audit Establishment* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention of the Government to the 
misuse of money in Chittagong Municipality and District Board, 
Chittagong).** 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 18,516 under the head ‘22K — Commissioners — Wards Establish- 
ment — Pay of Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discus- 
sion about the administration of the Court of Wards in genaral).” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U, Babu 9ATI8H CHANDRA 
RAY CHOWDHURY, Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY, Maulvi 
HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: 

“That the demand of Rs. 2,38.000 under the head ‘22K — Commissioners* 
be refused.” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 2,38,000 under the head ‘22K — Commissioners’ he reduced by 
Rs. 1,38.000.” 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YEO JALALUDDIN 
HA9HEMY: “That the demand of Rsl 2,38,000 under the head *22K — 
Commissioners’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about 
ibis charge).” 

Mfr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of 

Re. 2,38,000 under the head '22K — Commissioners’ be reduced by 
Rs. 101 (to discuss the superfluous nature of these appointments and 
abolition of the same).” 
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Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DA8 Bahadur: “That the demand of 

Rs. 2,38,600 under the head ‘22K — Commissioners* be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (superfluous nature of these appointments).” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: ' That the demand of 
Re. 2,38,000 under the head ‘22K — Commissioners’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to draw attention to the expediency of abolishing or reducing 
commissionafships). ’ ’ 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: ' That the demand 
of Rs. 26,96,000 under the head ‘22Lr-Di8trict Administration— Pay 
of Deputy and Sub-Deputy Magistrates* be reduced by Rs. 3,00,000 
(by reducing the number of Deputy and Sub-Deputy Collectors in the 
province).” 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: “That the demand of Rs. 26,96,000 under the 
head * 221 / — General Establishment — Pay of Officers — Deputy and Sub- 
Deputy Magistrates’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (to call attention to the 
necessity of stopping all recruitments qf Deputy and Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates, and of abolishing circle officers as practically all the 
union boards have been established).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 26,96,000 
under the head C 22L — General Establishment — Pay of Deputy and 
Sjib-Deputy Magistrates’ l>e reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to 
the retrenchment possible and desirable by decreasing if no* abolishing 
the posts of circle officers).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of Rs. 26,96,000 
under the head *221/ — General Establishment — Pay of Deputy and Sub- 
Deputy Magistrates’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw' the attention of the 
Government to the unnecessary and untimely transfer of Deputy and 
Sub-Deputy Magistrates from one district to another incurring a heavy 
expenditure).’* 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 14,13,800 under the head ‘22L — General Administration — Steam 
Launch Boat and Elephant Establishment’ be reduced by Re. 1 (use of 
steam launches by officers in the provincial services, specially Subdivi- 
sions} Officers and Extra Assistant Conservators).” 

BMW 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs 3,74,000 under the head ‘22L— District Administration— 
General Establishment — Travelling Allowance’ be reduced by 
Rs. 1,00,000.” 
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Or. AMULYA RATAM CHOSE: "That the demand of Be. 9,09,000 
under the head ‘221* — General Administration — Allowances' be reduced 
by Ra. 62,300." 

Ktuin Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: “ That the 

demand of Rs. 7,600 under the head ‘ 22L — District Administration — 
General Establishment — Rewards to Village PanchayeU ’ be refused." 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIM KHAN: " That the demand of Ra. 3,62,000 
under the head * 22L — General Establishment — landlords’ foe — 
Establishment’ be refused.” 


Raf KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: " That the demand 
of Rs. 3 i 62,000 under the head ‘ ?2L — General Establishment — Land- 
leads ’ fee — Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to point out the 
difficulties of a co-sharer landlord to withdraw his share of the land- 
lords’ fee and to urge the revision of rules iu this behalf).” 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: " That the demand of Rs. 3,62,000 
under the head * 22L — General Establishment — Landlords’ fee — 
Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 [to disapprove of the policy of 
the Government in respect of landlords’ fee payable under the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act leading to disastrous results, and the exor- 
bitant fees reulised for transmission of such fees].” 


Mni 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: " That the 
demand of Rs. 3,62,000 under head ‘ 221* — General Establishment — 
Landlords’ fee — Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss tbe 
difficulties of withdrawing landlords’ fees).” 


Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: *‘ That the demand of Rs. 3,62,000 under 
the head ‘ 221* — General Establishment — Landlords’ fee — Establish- 
ment’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge for the revision of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act especially iu respect of provisions of landlords* fee, land- 
lords’ right of pre-emption, division of tenancy and distribution of 
rents, etc.).” 


HaM BADI AHMED BHQWDHURVt “ That the demand of 

Ra. 3,62,000 under the head * 22L — General Administration — Land* 
lords’ feet — Establishment’ be reduced by Re. 1 (prompt payment of 
landlords’ fees),” 
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MaHvi HASS AN ALI and Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN 
HA8H1MY: “ Thai the demand of Rs. 29,12,000 under the head 
‘22L — District Administration — Pay of officers* be reduced by Rs, 600 
(accepting presents by the District Officers from Presidents of Union 
Boards).*’ 

Maulvi HA88AM All and Maulvi $Y8P JALALUPOIN 
HA8MEMY: “ That the demand of Rs. 29,12,000 under the head 
‘22L — General Establishment — Pay of officers’ be reduced by Rs. 600 
(to discuss the desirability of dining at the houses of the Presidents of 
Union Boards and making propaganda amongst the masses with regard 
to the fall of the prices of jute and paddy).** 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 29,12,000 under the head '22 Jr— District Administration-General 
Establishment — Pay of officer.-*’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to urge upon the 
Goverpp^ept the necessity of reducing the nupaher qf Additional Dis- 
trict Magistrates^’’ 

Mr. MUKUNQA BEHARY MULLICK: That the demand of 

Rs. 17,60,800 under the head ‘221/— District Administration— Pay of 
Establishment’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the attention of the Gov- 
ernment to the fact that even after the last circular issued by the Gov- 
ernment in the direction, the claim-* of the candidates of the backward 
classes for appointment in the ministerial staff have been ignored and 
to suggest that definite instructions he given to the district authorities 
for this purpose).” 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 64,31,000 
undei the head *22T< — District Administration- — General Establish- 
ment’ he refused.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of 

R*. 64,31,000 under the h.-ad *221 i— District Administration’ he reduc- 
ed hy Rs. 13,00,000.” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: “That the demand of 

Rs. 64,31,000 under the head ‘221/ — District Administration’ be reduc- 
ed by Rs. 3,21,650.” 

Maulvi HA88AN ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 64,01,000 under the head 
*2BL — District Administration’ 1m? reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a dis- 
cussion about the propaganda with regard to the present financial 
crisis).'* 
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Safe! JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “That the demand of 

Us. 64,31,000 under the head ‘22L~Di strict Administration* be re- 
duced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion about the efficiency of District 
Administration)/’ 

Babif SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 

demand of Rs. 64,31,000 under the head '22L — District Administra- 
tion* be reduced by Ha. 100 (growth of expenditure and separation of 
Judicial and Executive functions).’* 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHABAiS “That the demand of 

Rs. 64,31,000 under the head ‘22L — District Administration’ be reduc- 
ed by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to bribery and corruption in the 
collectorates).” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: That the demand of 

Rs. 64,31,000 under the head '22L — District Administration’ be reduc- 
ed by Rs. 100 [to earmark at least 20 per cent, of the appointments in 
the Bengal Civil Services (Executive) a« well as those in the ministerial 
staff for the candidates of the backward classes as enumerated on page 
189. Part I, of tha Calcutta University Commission Report].** 

MttUlvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: That the demand of 
Rs. 64,31,000 under the head ‘221. — District Administration' be reduc- 
ed by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of Government for not providing 
waiting room in the criminal court compound for litigant public).” 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: That the 
demand of Rs. 64,31,000 under the head 4 22L — District Administra- 
tion' be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss furthei Indianixation of services 
by appointment of members of the Provincial Sendees to posts hitherto 
reserved for Imperial officers).” 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: ‘‘That the demand of 
Rs. 5,91, 000 under the head *22M — Subdivisions! Establishment’ ba 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that the Suhdivisional 
Officer, "B” Division, in Chittagong is holding office outside hie 
jurisdiction^” 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: “That the demand of Rs. 34,000 under 
the head ‘22N — Otbsr Establishment — Wards Estates Establishment’ 
be reduced by Re. 100 (tp draw attention to the fact that Muasalmane 
are not appointed in the service in the various Courts of Wards)/’ 
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MtfMlMDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 34,000 under the head ‘22N — Other Establishment — Wards Estates 
Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (management of Court of Wards 
and complete Indianisation of the Ward’s Department).” 

Mttllfi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 34,000 
under ths head ‘22N — Other Establishment— Ward** Estates Estab- 
lishment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy followed in re- 
cruiting: Managers of Court of Wards in disiegurd of the claims of 
qualified Muslim candidates).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: That the demand of 

Rs. 89,500 under the head ‘220 — Discretionary grants bv heads of pro- 
vinces, etc.’ be reduced by Re. 1 (necessity for a dear-cut programme 
in using this grant).” 

Babti KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 

Rs. 95,38,000 under the head 22 — General Administration’ be reduced 
by Rs. 25,42,000.” 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: That the demand of 
Rs. 95,38,000 under the head '22 — General Administration’ be reduced 
by Rs. 15,00,000.” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI : That the demand of 

Rs. 95,38,000 under the head ‘22 — General Administration’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to draw attention of the Government tu take immediate 
active measures for ameliorating the general condition of the poor 
peasantry in Bengal by devising means for removing their evor-grow. 
ing indebtedness, etc).” 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 

Rs. 95,38,000 under the head ‘22 — General Administration’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to discuss the situation of Bengal’s financial position and 
the urgent need for strictest economy).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 95,38,000 
under the head *22 — General Administration’ be reduced by Es. 100 
[to draw attention to (1) the paucity of Muslim officers and employees 
in the different departments under the administration of the Members 
of the Executive Council, (2) the anomalous policy followed in making 
recruitment, and (3) the necessity of an early revision of the rules of 
recruitment satisfying the just claims of the community to be repre- 
sented adequately in the public services of the country in accordance 
with its importance and numerical strength].” 
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Maulvi ABUL KASEM: ‘-That the demand of Re. 96,38,000 under 
the head ‘22 — General Administration’ be reduced by Rs. IDO (to dra* 
attention to the excessive cost of administration, particularly the extra- 
vagance of the top-beavy administration).” 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdl Bahadur: “That the demand 

of Rs. 95,38,000 under the head ‘22 — General Administration* her 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw the pointed attention of Government to 
the imminent danger of bankruptcy and to recommend the adoption of 
measures for effecting ruthless retrenchment in the expenditure of 
Government).” 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of 

Rs. 95,38,000 under the head ‘22 — General Administration* be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (top-heavy administration too costly to be borne by the 
finances of the Presidency and a note of warning to the Government 
for the impending danger of bankruptcy).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Rs. 95,38,000 under 
the head ‘22— General Administration’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge 
the necessity of equalising the proportion of Hindu and Moslem 
employees on the population basin in all the departments of Govern- 
ment to strengthen the basis of unity between the two great com- 
munities).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : “That the demand of 
Rs. 96,38,000 under the head ‘22— General Administration’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to press that the special holidays for Muhammadans should 
lie given to all),” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 95,38,000 under the head ‘22 — General Administration’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to bring to the notice of Government the necessity of not 
appointing or retaining Law students in various departments in 
Calcutta and Dacca).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH and Maulvi NUR RAHMAN 
KHAN^iUiUFdl: “That the demand of Rs. 95,38,000 under the 
head ‘22- -General Administration’ be reduced by Re. 1 (necessity for 
discontinuing the policy of hill exodus specially in view of the present 
financial difficulties).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That tbe demand of 

Re. 96,38,000 under the head ‘22 — General Administration* be reduced 
by Re, 1 (to express disapproval for not taking prompt measures to 
cope with the present economic crisis in the province).* * 
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Mautvt SYEO MAJID BAK8H : “That the demand of Rs. 96, 38,000 
under the head ‘22 — General Administration' be reduced by Re. ] (to 
raise a discussion on the failure of the Executive to taka proper and 
suitable steps and to devise effective means to stop the growth of the 
revolutionary movement in Bengal and also for providing an exciting 
cause to that movement by adopting a mistaken policy). ” 

Babtl SAT18H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “Thai the demand 
of Rs. 95,38,000 under the head ‘22 — General Administration’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (top-heavy character of the administration).” 

Baby LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rfti Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: “That the demand of 

Rs. 95,38,000 under the head ‘22 — General Administration’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to urge that at least. 25 per cent, of the total ministerial 
services be in future filled up by the qualified candidates belonging to 
the depressed classes).” 


24— Administration of Justioe. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 77,37,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”24 — Ad- 
ministration of Justice.” 

Sir, if members of Council will refer to pag? 59 of the Red Book, 
they will see that this demand is considerably less than that made in 
previous years for reasons of economy. I do not think that there is any 
item that requires any remarks from me and 1 shall content myself by 
simply moving the motion. 

HA|i BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved that the demand of 
Re. 67,700 under the head ”24A — High Court — Registrar, Appellate 
Side” be reduced by Re. 1 (to press that the printed paper-book in 
second appeals should contain plaint and written statement). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows: — 

“Sir, I propose to say that arrangements he made for inserting the 
plaint and the defendant’s statement in the paper-book prepared for a 
second appeal. The plaint and the statement in the court of a munsif 
or a sub-judge form the foundation of the suit in a second appeal. But 
the paper-book prepared for the purpose of a second appeal contains 
only the judgment of the first court of origin and the judgment in the 
appeal before* the District Judge and the grounds for appeal before the 
Hon’ble High Court and nothing else. If in writing the judgment the 
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first court of origin fails to record any important facts contained in the 
plaint and the defendant's statement, the judges of the Hon’ble High 
Court will have no opportunity of examining them. The Hon'ble 
Member-in-charge may say that it is only the points of law and any dii- 
crepancy with regard to these that coma within the purview of the 
Hon'ble High Court and in case any mention be made of the facts, said 
to have been omitted by the lower courts, in the grounds for appeal 
before the Hon’ble High Court, they may be taken into consideration 
by the judges of the Hon’ble High Court. But my reply to him will 
be that the learned advocates of the High Court, in many casas, draw 
up the grounds for a second appeal on the basis of the judgment of the 
District Judge. If the District Judge arrives at his conclusions with- 
out considering the facts left out by the first court of origin and grants 
a decree on different points altogether, many points of law and contro- 
versial matters are liable to escape the notice of the Hon’ble High 
Court. Previously, the plaint and the statement used to find a place 
in the paper-book and Hs. 15 only were charged for it from the parties 
concerned. At present the charge for the paper-book has been raised 
to Hs. 22-8, but its sise has been reduced by the exclusion of the plaint 
and the statement. 

Under these circumstances, I hope that Government will provide 
for their insertion in the paper-book for u second appeal.” 


Blbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir. I rise on a point of 
order. May I know whether the mover is speaking in Bengali or in 
any other language? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you think that it is neither Bengali nor 
English and that is ho because you cannot understand him? (Laughter.) 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Sir, I rise to support 
the motion. I may explain the position with regard to the printing 
of paper-books. With regard to second appeals only the judgment of 
the first court and the appeal court and the memorandum of appeal are 
printed. For this the appellant has got to pay Es. 15 and the respond- 
ent, when he puts in appearance, has to pay Hs. 7-8, and if there are 
more respondents and they make separate appearance, each one of them 
has got to pay Es. 7-8, and not only that, but the plaint, the written 
statement and the pleadings are not printed up with the paper-books. 
In numerous cases we have found occasion to experience difficulty in 
dealing with all the points arising out of the case without looking atihe 
plaint and the written statement ; and very often the parties who want 
to rely on the plaint * and tha written statement, have to get .them 
translated and typed at their own cost ; that is to say, not irnly have the 
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parties fa pay Rs. 16 and Rs. 7-8, but they have also to pay for the 
cost of translation and typing. The position before was entirely differ- 
ent. Some years ago the plaint and the written statement were in- 
variably included in the paper-book in second appeals, and the parties 
had to pay the cost, but they did not have to pay for the printing 
charges for the judgments of the first court or the court of appeal as 
that expenditure was borne by Government. I think there was good 
reason for the rule. The paper-books are printed either because the 
Government insists or that the High Court judges insist that they 
should be printed. In any way, under the old rules, the charge had not 
to be paid, the parties had only to pay for the pleadings and each party 
had to deposit Rs. 7*8 when they entered appearance towards the print- 
ing cost; that is to say, the appellant and the respondent altogether 
had to pay Rs. 15. Even then if the cost of printing the pleadings was 
less, they got a refund, so that in most cases the cost to the appellant 
or the respondent of the printed paper*book seldom came above Rs, 5. 
At present it is more and the entire burden of printing charges is 
placed on the parties and still we are told that the cost of printing is 
not being met. Well, Sir, there is a certain amount of mystery about 
the costs of the printing work done in the High Court. Very recently 
we had trouble in connection with the printing of the daily cause lists. 
We were told that the cause lists could not be printed unless each of the 
subscribers paid Rs. 5 a month in place of Rs. 3 which they used to pay 
previously. There was considerable trouble about that and the Bar 
Association took up rather a firm attitude in the matter and refused to 
subscribe to the cause lists. After that there were negotiations and 
as a result of those negotiations it is now found possible to print and 
supply the cause lists to the subscribers at a monthly subscription of 
Re. 1 only. I think if the matter of the cost of printing these paper- 
books is investigated, it will be found possible to effect economy of a 
similar nature. Therefore, I submit. Sir, that there is no reason for 
burdening the parties with the cost of printing the paper-books without 
the pleadings. I think there is a very good case for reverting to the 
old practice under which the parties were only liable for the cost of 
printing. 


* Mr. 1. 0# ORMOND: Mr. President, Sir, may I say that for myself 
I entirely support this cut because it appears to me that it has reason 
on its side, and that this is an unnecessary expense to the litigants? 
It is clear that the amount that may be taken as deposit or security 
from the parties can be so fixed as to suit the cost of printing. It is 
also clear from what has been said, and as many members of this House 
know, that considerable economies have been effected in other similar 
matters, that is to say, in the case of printing the cause list. I do not 
pretend to lurve any practical knowledga of what happens in the 
Appellate Side of tho High Court, and I am only speaking from what 
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I hare heard from those who have a knowledge of the practice, and I 
am confident that the information they have given me is correct. I 
stand up here so that my friends on the other side may know that I 
as a member of the European group would agree to the suggestion 
embodied in this cut. But I have one difficulty; I recollect the 
technical difficulty that there is in regard to a cut of this nature. If 
a cut, however small, is once passed, the grant cannot be enlarged 
afterwards, whatever may be the necessity for it. I would, therefore, 
ask the Hon'ble Mr. Prentice, in whose charge the department is, 
whether he would assure the House that the matter, which is after all 
a small matter and need not be here discussed for any length of time, 
might be looked into, and if there is a reasonable case for an alteration, 
the alteration may be made. 


ftabu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, I rise to give my whole- 
hearted support to the motion of my fri?nd, Haji Badi Ahmed Chow- 
dhury. Speaking as one having something to do with paper-books, I 
have always found the injustice of leaving out the plaint and the 
written statement from the charges realised by Government. There 
seems to be no reason for it, and litigants have to incur a further ex- 
penditure in getting the plaint and the written statement translated 
and printed separately; so virtually the cost is trebled. The time has 
now come when we have got good typewriters, and so 1 do not see any 
reason why the printing of paper-books should not be done away with 
altogether and paper-books should only be typed specially in second 
appeals. With these few words I support the motion. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I rise to give certain in- 
formation which may not be known to the members of this House. I 
do not know if you have ever looked at a paper-book ; it c ontains only 
the two judgments of the lower courts and the grounds of appeal to the 
High Court. I may tell the members of the House, at any rate those 
who are not conversant with the procedure of the High Court, that the 
copies of the two judgments of the lower courts and the ground* of 
appeal in the High Court are always typed in duplicate when the appeal 
comes up for the first hearing. At that time the typewritten copies of 
the two judgments and the grounds of appeal are supplied to the judges 
who hear the appeal under Order 41, rule 11, and then they decide 
whether to admit the appeal or not. After the appeal has been 
admitted, if it is an appeal below Rs. 500, it goes for hearing before a 
single judge, but if it is above Rs. 500, it goes before a bench of two 
judges. 
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But, Sir, by some mysterious process at the final hearing, the judges 
cannot oar do not look at the two typed copies which are still on the 
records of the High Court, but the parties are charged Re. 22-8 for 
printing the identical papers which are in type in the records of the 
High Court. I do not know what justification there can be for this 
sort of extortion from the litigants. I may tell the House that a few 
years ago there was great trouble over the printing of the paper-books 
in the first regular appeals, and the Hon'ble Chief Justice in consulta- 
tion with the Bengal Government appointed a committee with Mr. Jus- 
tice B. B. Ghosh, as he then was, as President and with several mem- 
bers of the different branches of the profession and a representative of 
the Bengal Government, to go into the question of the paper-books in 
first appeals. But unfortunately this matter of paper-books in second 
appeals has never been considered properly. If these identical docu- 
ments are good enough for the preliminary hearing, I do not see any 
reason why litigants should be charged Its. 22-8 for the final hearing, 
and I ivould appeal to all members who have any legal or judicial experi- 
ence to see that it is possible in 90 cases out of 100, to do real justice 
to the people in this respect. 


The Hoft’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE : I am in the usual diffi- 
culty of having to deal with a matter with which I am not at all con- 
cerned. The last speaker has referred to a procedure which has been 
laid down by the orders of the High Court, and which it is not in my 
power to alter at all. If those who are interested in the matter can 
persuade the High Court to alter it, so much the better. If they cannot 
do so, then I am afraid the result of passing this cut, so far ns Govern- 
ment is concerned, will be nil. 

Dr. Sen Gupta has referred to another mutter, the printing of the 
cause lists. Mr. Basu will bear me out when I say that the recent 
alteration in the printing of these cause lists was due to action taken 
by the High Court, and all that the Government of Bengal has done, is 
to lend assistance in the printing of these lists. I suggest that the 
proper method of dealing with the subject of this motion, is to address 
the proper authorities in the High Court. Mr. Basu has referred to a 
committee which was appointed some years ago in connection with the 
printing of paper-books in second appeals. I imagine that that com- 
mittee was appointed because action was taken inside the High Court, 
by the Bar. I have no doubt that if the Hon'ble the Chief Justice is 
approached now in the same way, there will be no difficulty in getting 
any real grievance that exists, removed. It is not correct to ask the Judi- 
cial Department to move in this matter, because the grievance is not 
within the sphere of action of Government, but of an outside and inde- 
pendent body. 
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I hope the member will withdraw his motion i! I give an under- 
taking that 1 shall send a copy of the proceedings on this motion to the 
High Court, requesting them to go into the matter and take such action 
as they may deem tit. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIh KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 1,30,600 
under the head ‘24 A — High Court’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise 
the policy followed in the selection of munsifs and to draw attention to 
the inadequate representation of Muslims in the Judicial service)/’ 


Mr. J. N. CUPTA: “Thai the demand of Rs. 1,30,600 under the 
head ‘24A — High Court’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion re- 
garding necessity of retrenchment in the number of High Court judges 
on account of the marked decrease in the volume of the work in the 
High' Court).” 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,30,600 under the head ‘24A — High Court’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to call attention to the delays in the disposal of cases by the Higli 
Court owing to inadequacy and imperfect supervision of the staff).” 


Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,30,600 under the head “24 A — High Court” be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to discuss the new rules regarding appeals under clause 15 
of the Letters Patent against a judgment in civil cases of a judge sitting 
singly on the Appellate Side). 

Sir, this motion of mine has reference to the change recently 
effected in clause 15 of the Letters Patent. My object in bringing 
forward a motion like this is to draw the attention of the Government 
to the new rules regarding appeals under clause 15 of the Letters 
Patent against a judgment in civil cases of a judge sitting singly on 
the Appellate Side and to ask the Government to take immediate steps 
in this matter as causing failure of justice. Sir, the rule originally was 
that against a judgment of a judge sitting singly there was an appeal 
before a Bench of two judges under clause 15 of the Letters Patent. 
A judge, while passing his judgment, must be taken to have been con- 
vinced of the decision he makes, otherwise he cannot be true to his own 
self as a judge. But then. Sir, no judge should stand in the way of a 
litigant's asking for remedy before a superior court if he Ends himself 
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aggrieved, especially when the law gives him that right. Clause 15 o! 
the Letters Patent has been changed only in November, 1929, with the 
result that in case a litigant feels himself aggrieved by any decision 
of a judge sitting singly, he has to apply for leave to that very judge 
who has decided against him, to prefer an appeal under clause 15 of the 
Letters Patent as soon as the judgment is passed. It may or may not 
be granted. There are more than one instance when such prayers have 
been refused. It has been seen that a judge passes one judgment, then 
feels some doubt, has the matter argued once again and then he passes 
a different judgment; he feels doubt again and has the matter argued 
a third time and passes a judgment — half and half. There have been 
instances when a judge observes that he cannot consistently grant any 
leave for appeal against his own judgment as that would mean that ho 
had consciously done wrong and passed a wrong decision. There may 
be considerable force in this view of his. But then what is a party's 
remedy? Practically none. There is a provision in law under the 
Insolvency Act when against an order of the district court appeal lies 
to the High Court and under section 75 (3) of the Provincial Insolvency 
Act, 1920, appeal may be filed by leave of the district court or of the 
High Court. The Legislature felt this difficulty that it might not be 
possible for a district court to say that it was wrong in order that it 
might grant leave for appeal against its own decision, and, therefore, 
the High Court had also been given the concurrent jurisdiction with the 
district court. But there is no such thing so far as the Latters Patent 
appeals are concerned. It may be said in reply that neither the High 
Court nor the Local Government have any hand in the matter as the 
same lay with His Majesty’s Government when clause 15 of the Letters 
Patent was amended. But may I ask who is responsible for giving 
this advice to His Majesty’s Government? Was it pointed out that 
this might produce the effect of want of confidence in the administra- 
tion of justice? Certainly this was not done. For a course like this 
would never have been agreed to if the true situation were explained. 
I would, therefore, ask the Government to take an early step in the 
matter so that this mistrust might be removed. If you look to the 
statistics, Sir, you will find that under the old rules decisions of these 
single judges were set aside in the proportion of about 70 to 80 per cent. 


That the present day judges feel that the public have not got confi- 
dence in all of them will also appear from that wonderful document, 
the Civil Justice Committee’s report, for it is noticed 
in that report that some advocates in the High Court 
keep back motions from presenting them to the court when parti- 
cular judges are presiding over the same and they present the same 
when other judges preside over these courts. Does it not indicate in 
unmistakable* terms that the public have got confidence in gome of the 
judges and have none in others? The litigant public know it full well 
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that however well meaning a judge may be, no judge can make a deci- 
sion in favour of the two contending parties. Knowing that full well, 
why is it that both the parties want to have their case tried by a parti- 
cular judge or judges? If this is the situation, Government ought to 
intervene and take immediate steps to advise the proper authorities pro- 
perly and bring about a change in clause 15 of the Letters Patent. 

With these few words I commend my motion to the acceptanoe of the 
House. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I am afraid in moving 
this motion, my friend has aimed at the wrong target. The trouble 
is not with the Letters Patent, but the trouble is, as he has practi- 
cally confessed in his speech, with the judges who are entrusted with 
it. It so happens that more or less inexperienced judges are en- 
trusted w T ith the business of dealing with appeals of less value, and 
that is what causes dissatisfaction. It is not possible for us here in 
this Council to discuss the merits or demerits of judges, but I think 
that the trouble lies with the system of recruitment of judges, in per- 
sisting in appointing judges of the High Court from the Civil Service. 
If all the High Court judges were taken from men in the profession 
of high standing, complaints would be fewer, and what is more, ex- 
pedition would be muc h greater. That is a fact about which anybody 
who has experience of the High Court knows full well. The change 
that Mr. Mullick complains of was brought about for the purpose of 
dealing with the congestion of work so that there might be several 
Denches of single judges taking up appeals up to Its. 500 instead of 
Its. 50 as previously, and there should not be any further appeal except 
by leave. But in practice it is found to be otherwise. There has been 
a greater congestion because, as Mr. Mullick himself has pointed out, 
the way in which the Benches are constituted now, ensures an accu- 
mulation of appeals. Some of these judges are such that they cannot 
dispose of more than half a second appeal in the course of a single day, 
and that being the case, the fault does not lie with the legislature, but 
with the system of recruiting judges and with the system of the con- 
stitution of the Beaches But these are matters with which Mr. Mullick 
cannot unfortunately interfere. Personalty I think that there would 
be nothing wrong in the new Letters Patent if you give us judges who 
know their business and do carry the confidence of the litigants. If 
you have that sort of judges, whether single or a bench of two or more 
judges, that does not matter. 

1 p.m. 

After all, nobody expects that in every litigation, absolute justice 
will be done. Nobody expects that there should be no mistakes when 
a judgments* given. But it has got to be accepted whether it is right 
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or not. As the Hon'ble Sir B. B. Ghose from his position in the 
Bench Ijmce said that if the judge says that it is midday when it is 
midnight, it must be accepted as such. That amount of finality must 
be conceded somewhere, and it does not matter if it rests with the 
decision of a single judge so long as the judge has the confidence of 
litigants. 


Mr. C. BARTLEY: I think Dr. Sen Gupta has said in ho many 
words that there is nothing wrong in the Letters Patent but in the 
selection of judges. I agree there is nothing wrong in the Letters 
Patent and thut it is a matter entirely for the High Court to select 
their judges and to arrange their Benches as they think fit to do. It 
has no concern with Government and Government have no control 
over this question of selection of High Court judges. Sir, I do think 
that it is ungrateful to propose a cut in the Judicial Department, repre- 
senting the District Judges. Subordinate Judges and munsifs, — a hard- 
worked body of men, — a cut in the grant which is intended to allow 
them to carry on their work simply because there is a certain amount 
of difference of opinion as to the merits of judges who may be selected 
to hear appeals as single judges. In fairness to the Judicial Depart- 
ment I do not think that the motion for this cut should be pressed. 
Moreover, even with regard to Dr. Sen Gupta s point, it must be ad- 
mitted' also that the decision of a single judge is not final. There can 
he an appeal, and w’hatever may be the judicial merits of the officer, 
it is, I think, practically certain that any particular judge is gifted 
with sufficient fairness of mind to grant an application for an appeal 
in any case in which a question of particular legal difficulty might 
arise. On these grounds I suggest that the mover might withdraw 
his motion. 

The motion of Mr. Mukunda Beharv Mullick was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called hut not moved : — 


Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,30,600 under the head ‘24A — High Court’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to discuss the new rules of the High Court, Appellate Side, regarding 
the paper-book charges in second appeals of the value up to Its. 500 
from both the appellants and respondents).” 


Mali BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,30,600 under the head ‘24A— High Court’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
raise a discussion on the desirability that a single judge should try second 
appeals np to Rs. 50 in value instead of up to Rs. 500 J.” 
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. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
R §, 1,80,600 under the head ‘24 — High Court' be reduced by Ee. 1 (to 
raise a discussion about the printing charge in second appeals heard by 
a single judge)." 

Iff r# N AREN DR A KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 37,800 under the head “24B — Law Officers — English Law Officers 
— Solicitor to Government" be refused. 


Mr. President, Sir, if hon’ble members will be pleased to turn 
to page 135 of the book, the budget estimate, they will see that there 
is an English Law Officer to the Government of Bengal designated the 
Solicitor to the Government of Bengal who is paid a salary of Rs. 3,500 
a month and the work that he is supposed to do according to the Legal 
Remembrancer's Manual, which I hold in my hand, is this — 

"It has been decided that his duties as Government Solicitor shall 
be confined to those stated below and that the contract allowance payable 
for these duties shall be Rs. 3,500 per mensem. The duties are 

(a) that portion of the civil legal business of the Government of 

India which must necessarily be done in Calcutta, i.e., liti- 
gation in courts and advising the departments of that Govern- 
ment located there; 

(b) criminal work of an advisory nature for the departments of 

the Government of India located in Calcutta; 

(c) the entire civil legal business of the Government of Bengal and 

of the Assam administration excluding all business connect- 
ed with litigation in mufasml. courts; 

(d) advisory work in cases connected with conveyance and with 

lenses of a complicated character referred to the Government 
Solicitor by the Legal Remembrancer of Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa and Assam; and 

there is another classification, I mean works of the Eastern Bengal and 
North-Western Railways and the Chief Mining Engineer, Railway 
Board, and fall outside the official duties of the Government Solicitor 
and are taken entirely out of the contract with him." 

The effect of all this jargon is that the Government Solicitor for his 
pay deals with cases on the Original Side of the High Court If the 
Secretary of State is a party to it and gives his advice. So far as his 
giving advice is concerned, I may remind the House that there are the 
Advocate-General, the Standing Counsel, the Legal Remembrancer, 
the Deputy Legal Remembrancer, the Senior Government Pleader, Hie 
Junior Government Pleader, and there are a host of other officers on 
whom Government can rely for advice, and it must be very seldom that 
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this Gourttmment Solicitor is called upon for giving his advice. Even 
if he I do not know whether Government accepts his advice in the 
majority of cases or does not refer them back to the Advocate-General 
again. However, I have been trying to make out how many cases on the 
Original Side of the High Court occur in which the Government Soli- 
citor acts for Government. I speak subject to correction, Sir, but from 
the researches that I have been able to make, it appears that during the 
last five years, the number of cases on the Original Side in which the 
Secretary of State was a party and which the Government Solicitor 
had to deal with totalled on an average four cases a year and for these 
four cases a year, this Government of Bengal, this absolutely bankrupt 
Government of Bengal, has got to pay Hs. 3,500 a month. I am quite 
sure that if the solicitor who is now acting as the Government Solicitor 
was appointed for these four cases, his charge would never have come 
up to Rs. 37,500 a year even with the inflated fees that are paid on 
the Original Side. I submit, Sir, it is worse than extravagant and an 
economic blunder of the highest degree. 


Mr. C. BARTLEYS In the first place, may I point out the slight 
mistake of fact in connection with the statements made by the mover 
of this motion? The Government Solicitor is not as a matter fact paid 
Rs. 3,500 a month. When the recent 10 per cent, cut was proposed, 
although the Government Solicitor was not bound by the proposal, his 
case was dealt with on the same lines as the case of other legal officers. 
In view of the financial situation, a ten per cent, cut was proposed on a 
certain portion of the emoluments which they received from Government 
and in that connection the Government Solicitor agreed to accept the 
ten per cent, cut on a certain amount of the contract sum which he is 
given by Government. Therefore, at the present moment his pay it not 
Rs. 3,500 a month. 

Secondly, I think the mover omitted in his quotation from the I/egal 
Remembrancer V Manual to mention some of the duties which are per- 
formed by the Government Solicitor. One duty which he omitted is thia 
that the Government Solicitor advises on all technical points connected 
with leases, agreements and conveyances referred to him by the Legal 
Remembrancers of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and Assam, as work in this 
respect is heavy as I know, because a great many of these documents go 
through my hands, and I can assure you that I am in perpetual corres- 
pondence with the Government Solicitor with all sorts of complicated 
legal questions. In addition to that the Government Solicitor does work 
not only for the Government of India, which has to be done in Calcutta, 
but for Assam and, I believe, for Bihar and Orissa also. All these 
matters come within his scope, and further owing to certain difficulties 
which have arisen in connection with cases, there has been a proposal 
that the entire control should be put in the hands of the Government 
Solicitor cutting down the work of the Legal Remembrancer who up to 
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the present had a certain amount of technical power to interfere with 
matters like the approving of Counsel and the question of fees payable 
to Counsel. All that is going to be put on the shoulders of the Govern- 
ment Solicitor and he is to be made primarily responsible. 

Moreover, I may point out that by employing the Government 
Solicitor, Government not only get the advantage of his legal knowledge, 
but they also profit by the fact that the Government Solicitor in his own 
office has a complete machinery independent of Government and for 
which Government is not called upon to pay a penny, to carry on legal 
business and that they get full advantage of a Solicitor’s office for 
which they are not in any way financially responsible. 

One other point of course in connection with the demand of the 
Government Solicitor is that both the Government of India and the 
Government of Assam contribute to this sum which is put in our budget 
as payable to the Government Solicitor so that although from the figures 
it appears that we pay, as a matter of fact the expense is very largely 
shared. 

For these reasons, Sir, I oppose the motion. 


1-16 p.m. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put and lost. 

Mr. 8. M. 8088: I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 68,000 
under the head “24B — Law Officers — Legal Remembrancer — Pay of 
officers” be reduced by Rs. 101 (to discuss the question of emoluments 
drawn by sheriffs of the Calcutta High Court, and of adopting the prac- 
tice of the Bombay High Court where the sheriff is honorary). 

In Bengal, Sir, we have the extraordinary spectacle of an honorary 
sheriff getting on an average Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 25,000 a year as net pro- 
fits I I suggest that this money should go to the State. In Bombay the 
system of honorary sheriff has prevailed all along and Madras some years 
ago has also adopted this practice. Accordingly I suggest that Bengal 
also should follow suit. I understand that this matter has for some 
time been examined by the Government of Bengal and the Government 
of India. I also understand that the High Court has expressed a strong 
opinion in its favour. I, therefore, ask whether our Government could 
not see their way to adopt this wholesome practice and thus benefit the 
public revenue by making the sheriff purely honorary. 

Mr. C. BARTLEYS May I in the first place congratulate the mover 
of this motion on his discovery of an entirely new ground on which to 
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base t$b token cut? I looked up the proceedings of this Council, and 
it is extraordinary that nowhere do I find that this question has been 
agitatfft. and argued or voted upon or divided upon at some stage or 
other during recent years. The mover has broken new and very interest- 
ing ground, and because the ground is interesting, 1 would like to say 
a lew words about the history of the office of the sheriff. 

The sheriff was a legal dignitary of great antiquity. Even in Norman 
times he was the King’s right-hand man : he was the preserver of the 
King’s peace and the administrator of the King’s justice; he was the 
chief executive officer of the period. 

Coming down to the present position, Sir. the Sheriff of Calcutta is 
appointed by Government from nominees made by the High Court and 
fees paid to the sheriff are fixed under the Government of India Act. 
From these fees the sheriff meets the expenses of his own office and it 
has been the practice that the surpluses in the past have been placed at 
the disposal of the sheriff. But in 1923 a Retrenchment Committee sug- 
gested that any surplus under that head should be credited to the Ori- 
ginal Side of the High Court. The High Court judges were consulted in 
the matter, but they were of opinion that that question concerned the 
Government and it was not one primarily for them to take notice of. 
Then this Government made an investigation into this question and they 
found, as the mover has said, that in Bombay the office of sheriff is an 
honorary office and, though at the time when the original investigations 
were made that was not the case with Madras, Madras subsequently 
adopted that precedent and the position now is that both in Madras and 
Bombay the sheriff is an honorary officer. Then the Government of 
India were consulted. The idea was that the sheriff’s office should he 
an honorary office. They said “quite so, but you must get the opinion 
of the local bodies in Calcutta.” The local bodies were consulted, and 
as usually happens when local bodies are consulted, there were differ- 
ences of opinion and things were held up for a considerable time. 

The Bengal Government originally reported to the Government of 
India that things might be left as they were, but the Government of 
India demurred and finally, after further negotiations, the Government 
of India <»me to the decision that the Sheriff of Calcutta should be an 
honorary officer. The Government of Bengal accepted that position, 
but then the point arose of settling the question as to the authority to 
whom the revenues arising from the sheriff’s office should be credited, 
what would become of the very large staff which the sheriff hitherto 
maintained and also what should be done with the funds in charge of 
the sheriff, one of them being a comparatively large sum of money which 
is known as the Pension Fund and which is designed to meet the grant 
of pension to retiring employes of the sheriff's office. One can easily 
imagine that all these points took a considerable amount of working out 
and the position now is that the process is now going on, and as soon as 
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all these preliminary arrangements are settled, as soon as the Original 
Side of the High Court is prepared to take over the management of 
sheriff’s office and as soon as the necessary details in connection with the 
Pension Fund and its administration shall have been settled, the office 
of the Sheriff of Calcutta will be, like that of the Sheriffs of Bombay 
and Madras, an honorary office. 


Mr. 8. M. B08E: Having regard to this explanation from the Judi- 
cial Secretary, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 


Babti 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 29,000 under the head “24B — Law Officers — 
Mufassal Establishment — Government pleaders and public prosecutors’ * 
be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the qualifications and emoluments and 
fees of public prosecutors and Government pleaders). 

The object of my motion is to indicate a line of economy which can 
be easily effected in this matter, as well as also to draw the attention 
of the Hon’ble Member to the policy followed in the matter of appoint- 
ing public prosecutors in district courts. My first point is that public 
prosecutors who are entrusted with the duty of conducting prosecutions, 
in the districts have got to take up serious cases not only in the sessions 
courts but also in the criminal courts. In the first place, only lawyers 
of a certain standing and of a certain years’ experience and ability should 
be appointed to perform these duties, but one finds that nowadays, espe- 
cially in my district — as a matter of fact such rules are not observed — 
anybody can come within the list, whether he is of one year’s standing 
or of three years’ standing, it does not matter. The result is the hope- 
less failure in conducting Crown cases, especially at the present time 
when there are able lawyers available for defending cases. I think in 
murder cases and other serious cases it is prejudicial to the interests of 
law and order (about which we hear so much nowadays) to entrust such 
prosecutions to persons who have not learnt the a, b, c, of the art of 
conducting cases. This gives rise to the suspicion that these appoint- 
ments go by patronage and not by merit ; so, sooner this is put an end to, 
and rigid rules are brought into existence under which only experienced 
lawyers should' be put in charge of serious cases, the better would it be 
for the administration of justice as well as for law and order which is 
ultimately based on the proper administration of justice. That is my 
point No. 1. 
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Thift, Sir, the fees that are paid to these junior lawyers are very 
high. In my district there are as many as seven sessions cases now 
going <m and I understand that they get a fee of Rs. 1G per diem. This 
large sum can be saved if the parties as well as the Government as the 
prosecutor follow my suggestion. In cases where a party is willing to 
have its own lawyer, it can nowadays have the services of lawyers of 
standing at a lower rate of fees. 


Adjoummifit 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Monday, the 21st 
March, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Precoodingi of tho Bengal UgMotivo Counoil awmbl t d ondor tho 
provisiom of tho Covonsment of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 21 at March, 1932, at 3 p.m. 

Prooont: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 116 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The following member made an affirmation of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Nawabzada Ktiwaja Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur. 


Stdrrod Questions 

(to which oral answers wore given). 

Insanitary oondition of certain villages within polioo-ststions Narail and 

Lohagarn. 

*188. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference to the 
statement given to starred question No. 174 at the Council meeting held 
on the 30th March, 1981, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local 
Self-Government Deportment be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the death rate in comparison with the birth rate in the village 
Sankorpur within the Narail police-station and in the villages Naldi 
and Brahmandinagor within the Lohagara police-station has greatly 
increased in the year 1930 over the same in 1929 ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the villages Sankorpur, Naldi and Brahmandi- 
nagor are full of deep jungles and are in insanitary condition? 

(c) Have the Government ascertained whether it is a fact that 
these jungles and the insanitary condition of the villages are pri- 
marily responsible for the increase in the death rate? 
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(d) "imt> the Government considering the desirability of clearing the 
jungles #ad improving the sanitary condition of the villages? If not, 
why noil? 


MINISTER in Chirgs of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART* 
MENT (the HonMMs Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): («) Yes. 

(b) There are jungles and dearth of good drinking water in these 
villages as in other villages in this part of the district. 

(c) The increase in death rate referred to in clause (a) cannot be 
attributed to jungles and insanitary conditions as these have been in 
existence for a long time. 

( d ) Clearing of jungles and improvement of sanitary conditions of 
villages are primarily the concern of the local bodies, e.g., the district 
Itoards and union boards. It is understood that the President of the 
Naldi union hoard is contem plating a scheme for the clearing of the 
jungles in the village. Attempts are being made to rouse the sunitary 
conscience of the ]>eople by propaganda through the district l>ourd and 
union boards. 


Text-Book Commit too. 

*154. Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: (a) Has 

the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in ( barge of the Education Depart- 
ment been drawn to the articles published in the Modern Review of Juno 
and August, 1931, under the captions — 

“Constitution of the Bengal Text-Book Committee and how it 
functions,” and 

“A scrutiny of the Historical Readers approved by the Bengal 
Text-Book Committee,” 

respectively ? 

(b) Is it a fact that out of the 36 members of the Bengal Text- 
Book Committee, 6 are ex-officio members, 28 nominated arid only 2 
are elected? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Gov- 
ernment contemplate the revision of the constitution of the Text-Book 
Committee so as to provide for a majority elected by the secondary 
schools of Bengal, tbe minority being nominated by Government solely 
from experts?* 
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MINISTER in ohm yt of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
HoffMe Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

( c ) No, as Government cannot conceive that election would be a 

suitable basis for the constitution of a body with such functions as the 
Text-Book Committee. ! 

Rai KESHAS CHANDRA BANER4I Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action has been, or is proposed to be, 
taken to rectify the defects pointed out in these articles? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether there are any educational experts 
on the committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Most of them are 
educational experts. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, of the 28 nominated members, how many 
are experts in the matter of proper selection of books? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (Inaudible in the 
Reporters' gallery.) 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware of a strong public 
feeling about the selection of books by the Text- Book Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: There is probably 
such a feeling among the disappointed publishers. 

Dr. NAREBH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government has any information of the 
revision of the constitution of the Text-Book Committee? 

TN Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: As I have said before, 
we have got a scheme about the reconstitution of the committee, but 
(inaudible in the Reporters’ gallery). 

Mu JITEN0RALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to (c), can 

the Government conceive of a better system of nomination for the 
purpose of constituting the Text-Book Committee? 
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TN ^W* Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (Inaudible in the 
Reported gallery.) 

BilNl JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware tliat in an approved text-book on English literature, the idea 
that there is a bridge over the river has been rendered by the expression 
that there is a “pole" over the river? 


TiW Hon’ble Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN; To err is human. 

Bftbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; that the sort of error 
which one would expert in a text-book passed by the Department? 
(No answer.) 


Rajagaon-Mon Cofa in Dinajpur district. 

*155. Maulvi HA88AN ALI: (a) With reference to the reply 
given on the 29th July, 19.91, to starred question No. 79, will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state whether in view of the answer to (/>), the Government ure pre- 
pared to declare all actions of the Bihar Government regarding the 
administration (Civil, Criminal and Registration) of that portion of 
the area of the revenue survey village Rajagaon-Oorf Mon Gofa, a* 
illegal, null and void? 

(M If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are prepared to 
compensate the persons whose interests have been nffected by such 
illegal administration of jurisdiction? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what relief or 
remedy will be afforded to such affected people now? 

(d) Are the Government prepared to compensate the persons whose 
interests have been affected with regard to immovable properties 
(such as for registration of mortgages, sales, etc.) in consequence of 
such erroneous exercise of jurisdiction by the Bihar Government with 
regard to the portion in question of the Dinajpur district? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the* Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state— 

(») how such an erroneous exercise of jurisdiction came about at 
all for so long a time as nearly a century ; and 

(n) to whose fault is the same due? 


26 
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(/) Will the Hon’bie Member be pleased to state the measurement 
of the portion of the said revenue survey village of the Dinajpur 
district, which is administered by the Purnea authorities? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of localising 
the portion? 

(k) Are the Government prepared to give that portion over to the 
Bihar Government? If so, when? If not, why not? 

(t) Has there been an inquiry by Government as to the ascertain- 
ment of the boundaries of Bengal and Bihar provinces in connection 
with the said revenue survey village Rajagaon-Oorf Mon Gofa? 

(;) If the answer to (») is in the affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to lay on the table the full report thereof? 

(k) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the plaint in a mortgage 
suit relating to immovable properties situated in the said village 
Rajagaon-Mon Gofa valued at Rb. 14,000 has recently been returned 
to the plaintiff by the Purnea Court on the ground of want of jurisdic- 
tion, and that this has resulted in the loss of several thousands of 
rupees? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
AlhadJ Sir Abdolkerim Chuznavi): (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) The boundary will be settled after consultation with the 
Government of Bihar and Orissa. 

( d ) No. No such case has been reported to Government. 

(e) (t) During the major portion of the period referred to the dis- 
tricts were in the same province. It is not known when the anomaly 
arose, nor why it has continued. 

(u) So far ns Government are aware no one is to blame. 

(/) The area reported to be administered by the Purnea authorities 
has not been measured. 

(ff) No. 

(h) Vide answer to (c). 

(t) Not yet. 

(j) Does not arise. 

(k) No. 

Mftulvi HASS AN A LI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether he can give the exact date by wbicb the Government 
of Bihar and Orissa will be consulted P 
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TlwNw’bft AHiadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I am afraid, 

no. 

MaWtoi HA88AN ALI: With reference to (d), will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are prepared to 
make an inquiry as to whether any interest of any person has been 
affected P 

The Hon’Me AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I have 

nothing to add to my answer. 


Unstirred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Assistant Inspectress of Schools, Caloutta. 

84. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Miuister in chnige the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Assistant Inspectress of Schools in charge 
of the Calcutta Girls’ Schools does certain duties in the Saroj Nalini 
Memorial Association? 

(b) If the answer to is in the affirmative, will the Htm’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any orders of the Local Govern- 
ment were given in that connection? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(i) who was Minister for Education at that time; 

(tt ) who was Secretary, Education Department; 

(tu) whether any condition was laid down in the order? 

( d ) If the answer to (c)(m) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the conditions are strictly observed 
by the Assistant Inspectress of Schools, Calcutta, and duly watched by 
the Inspectress of Schools, Presidency and Burdwan Divisions? 

(#) How long has the Assistant Inspectress, Calcutta, been doing 
the duty in the Saroj Nalini Association ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
irregularity in the discharge of the official duties of the Assistant 
Inspectress has been pointed out or any objection has been raised by 
the Inspectress of Schools, Presidency and Burdwan Divisions? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of withdrawing 
the order, if *any, referred to in (b) above? 
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Tilt Hon’fcfti Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(6) No orders were given by the Local Government. 

(c) and ( d ) Do not arise. 

(e) She has been Secretary of the school since April 16th, 1927, 
and Vice-President of the Managing' Committee since February 27th, 
1928. 

(f) No. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Btbtl JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to (b) t will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any such orders were 
given by the head of the Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

tabu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: What were the terms of 
the order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to (e), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Assistant 
Insprectress of Schools, Calcutta, has been the Secretary of the Saroj 
Nalini Association throughout the period since April, 1927? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 


3-15 p.m. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to the 
answer to (r), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
when she was a member of the Managing Committee she also 
officiated as Inspectress? 

ThO Hon’blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (Inaudible in the 
Reporters’ gallery.) 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Inspectors of Schools are allowed 
to do any outside work without the knowledge of the educational 
authorities? 

Tha Hon’Wa Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (Inaudible in tho 
Reporters’ gallery.) 
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Lawyer en behalf of Government in the Howrah Court for conducting 
certain classes of cases, 

85. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department aware that the lawyer engaged in 
the Howrah Court for the conduct of cases arising out of the 
fraudulent decrees is other than the Government Pleader ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hobble 
Member be pleased to state why the Government Pleader is not 
engaged in such cases? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that high fees are paid to the 
lawyer in such cases? 

(d) What are the reasons for a particular lawyer being engaged by 
the Government? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that there are vakils and 
advocates prepared to conduct these cases on behalf of the Government 
on lesser fees ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) Yes. 

(b) For reasons of economy and convenience. 

(c) No. 

(d) Because his work has been found satisfactory over a long 
period of years. 

(e) Possibly, but cheapness is not the only consideration. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: With reference 
to the answer to («), will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to give Ut 
his name and other particulars of the lawyer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I ask for notice. 

Motion for adjournment . 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir. may I ask for 

your decision about my motion for adjournment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is receiving our consideration and I think 
I would be able to tell you all about it by Wednesday next, il set 
earlier. 
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion under the head “24 — Administration of Justice’ * 
was then resumed. 


Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: May I speak 

on my motions 670 and 671 together ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you cannot mix up the two. They deal 
with two quite different matters. 


Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: As I said yester- 
day, here is a point which well deserves the consideration of the hon'ble 
members. There is an appalling waste of public funds in certain cases 
due to want of proper supervision. Time was when the Government 
took care to appoint as Government pleaders and public prosecutors men 
of outstanding legal attainments and the result was that Government 
was rightly advised in legal matter, public funds were not squandered 
on fruitless and abortive prosecutions and suits, the judges got real 
assistance which made for justice, and a prestige attached to those 
officers which was an advantage to the Government. 

But now owing to a change in the mentality of the Government, 
the appointment of Government pleadeis and public prosecutors or 
assistant public prosecutors has become a matter of patronage, pure 
and simple, regardless of the interests of law and order. 

Raw juniors who have not learnt the A B C of law are given 
Government briefs and are opposed by veteran lawyers on the opposite 
side. No wonder that prosecutions are mismanaged sometimes 
consciously and sometimes unconsciously — the result being disastrous 
— public confidence being shaken in the administration of justice which 
in the past made British administration in India popular. Wrong 
acquittals are as much to l>e deprecated as wrong convictions for both 
weakens the foundation of public peace and order which must be the 
main concern of the Government. 

Sir, I believe, in making such appointments, the written opinion 
of the district judges should be obtained — nay the nominations should 
be made by them subject to approval of the Government for he is 
the only person who knows most regarding the merits of the respective 
candidates. I emphasise this point not in the interest of any particular 
parson but in the general interests of the proper administration ot 
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Let toot the very fountain be defiled for temporary political or other 
ends. 

My next point is about the emoluments paid. Considering the 
quality of services obtained, the fees paid are much too high. In 
some cases, the same public prosecutor who gets Rs. 32 ordinarily has 
been paid Rs. 100 while conducting a dacoity or preparation for dacoity 
case tried by special tribunals. Why it should be necessary I do 
not understand. The fact that a case drags on for weeks is rather 
a ground for reduced fees being paid as happens in cases of engagements 
in private cases. If it is said here the Government lawyer is pitched 
against abler lawyers on the other side, und therefore requires higher 
remuneration, the answer i« } increased remuneration only cannot 
improve the quality of sendee. Every man has a limit to his capacity. 
If really able lawyers are necessary to conduct cases under particular 
circumstances, why not make a special selection for the occasion and 
pay according to market rates? That would be a much cheaper business 
and a more efficient business. 

Public funds should not be wasted unnecessarily. My third and 
the last point is, as a solution of the problem of unemployment and 
as a step to economy, whenever the real complaining party in a criminal 
case wants to have the case conducted for him by his own private 
lawyer, the necessary permission should be accorded by the District 
Magistrate as a matter of rule except in exceptional cases where the 
Magistrate is satisfied on hearing parties that such permission will 
be detrimental to the interests of justice. 

We have been so far disappointed in matters like these which really 
means better justice and also saves a lot of money to Government as 
well. If this suggestion of mine is followed, a saving of about 
Rs. 30,000 a year can he effected in one district of Bengal alone — in 
Mymensingh. I made the matter dear once already to the Hon'ble 
the Finance Member and he admitted that there was force in this 
argument. 

1 do not know if the matter will come up tafore the Retrenchment 
Committee. Personally 1 have little faith in so-called ret reruhment 
committees. More success can result if the Government would take 
up our suggestion in the spirit in which it is offered. I believe, there 
is ample room for a very appreciable retrenchment of the budget even 
without affecting the pockets of our Cabinet members. Can they not 
see eye to eye with us even when they are unaffected? 

My suggestion will partially solve unemployment among the lawyer 
class. Unemployment is always bad, that is more so when the 
unemployed are the lawyers. The Government of Bengal, I hope, 
understands it better than anybody else. Sir, it is for theee reasons 
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that I hope the Hou’ble Member will kindly look into the matter in 
both aspects — the aspect of economy as well as aspect of better help 
being rendered. T hope he will see his way to accept my motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that your speech covered both 570 and 
673. 

Bibu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Yes, Sir. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 3,22,500 under the head “24B — Law Officers — Mufassal Establish- 
ment/* be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the payment 
of fees to Government pleaders and public prosecutors in mufassal 
courts). 

Sir. the subject matter of this motion has been already discussed 
to some extent by my friend Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury 
who has brought similar motions and hence I do not like to go the 
whole length of the matter. 

I am not aware of the fees which the Government pleaders get 
daily in civil suits instituted by or against Government. It is true 
that these suits are very rare and consequently the money spent in 
a year in such cases is nothing but an insignificant amount. I like 
to lay particular stress on the exorbitant fees paid to the local public 
prosecutors in ordinary criminal courts and in special tribunals in 
mufassal, dealing with political cases in Bengal. The Senior Public 
Prosecutor in my district gets a fee of Rs. 32 a day and a Junior 
Public Prosecutor gets a fee of Rs. 16 a day. In my opinion, such 
fees which they usually receive are sufficient as remunerations for their 
labour. I am aware that the Senior Public Prosecutor of my district 
who ordinarily gets Rs. 32 as his daily fee, gets a daily fee much 
more than his ordinary fee when engaged to conduct a political case 
either in an ordinary criminal court or in a Special Tribunal. I have 
beard that sometimes he gets Rs. 100 as his daily fee when so engaged. 
These political cases are in reality no other than criminal cases and 
when these cases are tried in the same locality and the self-same local 
public prosecutors are engaged in those cases and specially when their 
period of labour is also the same, I see no earthly reason why their 
fees should rise to such a high amount as I have mentioned just now. 
Most probably the procedure for allowing such high fees in political 
cases is similar in all other districts of Bengal. 

Before I take my seat I must say that there is no sense in such 
procedure and it is nothing but sheer waste of public money, the 
money earned by the toiling and suffering people of Bengal. With 



1932.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


409 


these few words, I commend uy motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Rai SA80NKA COMAR CHOSE Bahadur: I am very much 
surprised to find that two of the members of the legal profession have 
brought forward these motions on the ground that the public prosecutors 
and Government pleaders are paid more than they deserve. The 
motions raise two points. As I have said, Sir, it is not always that 
they are paid very large fees. If they are paid under exceptional 
circumstances, will the gentlemen who moved these motions kindly 
consider as to whether there are not also special circumstances under 
which higher fees were paid? It is said that in political cases some- 
times public prosecutors or Government pleaders when they are engaged 
in criminal cases are paid higher fees. 

I can assure the House I had on certain occasions to deal with 
political cases though I am the Government pleader and I can assure 
the House that nothing would have given me greater pleasure than to 
have to be able to refuse those cases although I must say that the fees 
paid to me were a little higher than usual. The mover of this motion, 
my friend Mr. Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury, is perfectly aware of 
the conditions of his own district. In his district, there is a Govern- 
ment pleader who has been a Government pleader for 38 years now 
and who was appointed a Government pleader before he had completed 
ten years’ practice in his profession and since then he has been the 
Government pleader of Mymensingh. After 38 years of service as 
Government pleader and 50 years in the profession he has just rt tired 
and the appointment has not yet been permanently filled up. 

3-30 p.m. 

I know from my personal experience of Mymensingh and Dacca, 
that the Government pleader used to take as few Government briefs 
as posable because he was very inadequately paid. Not only is this 
the case with regard to the district of Mymensingh hut it is also the 
case so far as the Dacca and Chittagong divisions are concerned. I 
can say from personal experience that in most of the Government cases 
Government pleaders do not appear because Government do not pay 
them sufficiently and also becuuse they generally get much more fees, 
sometimes double of what they can expect from Government, in private 
cases. Mr. 8. C. Ray Chowdhurv knows perfectly well that the 
Government pleader of Mymensingh would never think of appearing 
in a private case for Rs. 32 which is the fee paid by Government; 
that is the 'legal fee. The legal remembrancers have systematically 
refused to allow more than that, and the consequence has been that 
the Government Pleader of Mymensingh. a pleader of 50 yean' 
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standing, has had to be satisfied with a fee of Rs. 10, although he may 
have to appear in more than one case in a day; that unfortunately 
has also been my personal experience in Dacca. 

Now, two questions have been raised in connection with this matter 
— one is about the qualifications of Government pleaders and the other 
about the emoluments of Government pleaders and public prosecutors. 
With regard to the qualifications of Government pleaders, I think, 
I am ndt quite sure as to whether the House is aware of the system 
under which Government pleaders 

ftlfcru 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: On a point of 
personal explanation. The hon’ble member made a mistake in 
mentioning the word “qualifications. M 

Mr, PRESIDENT! If the member who is in possession of the 
House does not yield to you, you cannot rise to speak unless you are 
raising a point of order. Two members cannot be allowed to speak 
at one time, 

Rti SASONKA COMAR CHOSE Bahadur: This is how the motion 
stands*, qualifications and emoluments and fees of Government pleaders 
and public prosecutors. So far as the qualifications of Government 
pleaders are concerned, I submit that under the rules Government 
pleaders in the districts cannot be appointed unless and until they 
are approved by the District Judge; they are recommended by the 
District Magistrate and accepted by the Legal Remembrancer. If 
we leave out for the present the district of Dacca, then I would ask 
Mr. S. 0. Ray Ohowdhury to mention a single district in which the 
appointment of Government pleaders has not received satisfaction of 
the people of the districts where such appointments have been made. 

, So; far as public prosecutors are concerned including the district 
of Dacca, I can say that Mr. Ray Chowdhurv himself knows that the 
public Prosecutor <|f Dacca has been ac ting there for the last 20 years 
and it is a fact that every succeeding District Judge has spoken very 
highly of him. I can say this of the Dacca and Chittagong divisions 
and also of oue or two districts outside those divisions. So T do not 
think there is absolutely any substance in what Mr. Ray Ohowdhury 
has brought before the Council and I submit that leaving out the 
Dacca district, it is impossible to say that the appointment of Govern- 
ment pleaders and public prosecutors has not been satisfactory to alL 
That is so far as the qualifications are concerned. 

With regard to the emoluments of Government pleaders my 
complaint has always been and this is also the complaint of 
Government pleaders in this province as also of public prosecutor*** 
that their emoluments have been too meagre, particularly, when we 
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consider the fact that during the last 21 years there has not been any 
revision of fees for Government pleaders and public prosecutors, 
although the salaries of all officers in the province have come under 
revision more than once. Now, so far as criminal cases are concerned* 
I have been a public prosecutor for nearly 32 years and Government 
pleader for 25 years and can say that there was a time when public 
prosecutors used to appear in most of the criminal cases, but nowadays 
they cannot do so because the policy of Government recently has been 
to reduce the expenditure under this head, and therefore the system 
of panel of assistant public prosecutors has been created. These 
assistant public prosecutors who are in the panel get Rs. 8 to Rs. 16, 
and the cases are divided between them according to the allotment 
of money in each individual euse. So a junior pleader has to be 
appointed in a particular case, because Government, cannot afford to 
pay a higher fee for the public prosecutor to appear in every criminal 
case. When I w f aa a public prosecutor in the early days of 1900 or 
1901, I do not know’ of any single case in which a junior pleader ever 
appeared; in those days a case used to take up 10 to 15 days a month. 
At present such cases are sent to the assistant public prosecutor as 
the fund now is too little to enable the public prosecutor to appear. 

On the facts I have placed before the House, I should think that 
the House will probably come to the conclusion that Mr. 8. 0. Ray 
Chow’dhury’s complaint, that cases are not properly looked after because 
inefficient public prosecutors are appointed, is not justified. This is 
a matter which concerns Government mole than any member of this 
Council and since Government is satisfied with the work of Government 
pleaders and the public prosecutors, for if anybody is to lose by reason 
of inefficient work of Government pleaders and public prosecutors it 
is the Government itself, others have no reason to complain. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you can say that. It also 
concerns the members of this Council as it is a matter of public 
interest. 


R«i Bahadur 8AS0NKA COMAR CHOSE: It undoubtedly concerns 
the public but I think it is very much more the concern of Government. 
When the question is whether Government is going to retam or to lose 
a* big property, say a char in the Megbna, which is a Government 
property and which in the exercise of its sovereign right* it is more 
interested in, it is not for members of this Council to say that they 
are more interested in it than Government. But that is a matter on 
which I do not wish to dilate here further. On the fact# placed before 
the House by me, I think the House should throw out these two motions. 
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Dr. HARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: We have had the 
somewhat unusual spectacle in connection with the budget debate of a 
person who is himself concerned coming forward to defend his salary. 
But I am in perfect agreement with Rai Bahadur Sosonka Comar Ghose 
that in the cases which lie has cited and in a number of other cases 
Government pleaders are under-paid. As a matter of fact it is perfectly 
true that fees of Government pleaders have not been revised for a long 
time. But then to refer to these matters in connection with the motions 
that are now before the House is likely to lead the judgment astray from 
the main issue. The question is not whether the public prosecutor of 
Mymensingh is an efficient man or is paid more or less than he deserves, 
but the question is as to whether persons who have been appointed as 
public prosecutors or assistant public prosecutors are always men who 
have anything to support their claims, except merely that they have 
been able to secure the patronage of some one. Even looking at the 
panel of public prosecutors for the district of Mymensingh, I would 
ask Itai Bahadur Susonka Comar Ghose, and indeed anybody else in this 
House, to say that that panel includes men who are all of them the fittest 
for these posts. Well, Sir, persons have been appointed as public 
prosecutors who are not the fittest men and some of them at any rate are 
persons who cannot do justice to the prosecution coses. 

Rai 8AS0NKA COMAR GHOSE Bahadur: Is it permissible for 
any member of this House to consider the qualifications of men who are 
not before the House and so cannot defend themselves ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: That is one of the points 

raised, that persons who have been appointed ns assistant public 
prosecutors are not quite fit for the post having neither the necessary 
experience, nor the legal knowledge and training. I am not referring 
to personalities but this is a proposition which, I hope, nobody will be 
able to contradict and if anybody comes forward to contradict, I shall 
be able to refer to specific cases and point out that 1 am correct. 

Then the second point is this: Government have not been very 
generous with their money in paying the fees of Government pleaders; 
that is an undoubted fact; but there have been cases in which Govern- 
ment have been unduly generous, notably in the case of particular 
persons. There are a few lawyers who are often engaged on fancy fees 
to do jobs which might be done by others in places where equally 
competent men are available. Is it not a fact that at the present moment 
there is pending in the High Court a case for which a gentleman from 
the mufasMil has been or is going to be brought out to instruct the 
Government pleader? Was not there a proposal 



Mr. PRESIDENT: You said that you would not refer to person- 
alities, but I am sorry you are doiug that. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: But this is a fact that iu 
High Court sometimes there are rases in which Government pleaders 
from the mtifassal come forward to help Government pleaders in Calcutta. 
I say there are oases in which fancy fees, extraordinary fees, are paid to 
certain Government pleaders which are not at all necessary, and which 
might he spared. It may not he known to all but it is a proposition 
which, I think, cannot he safely questioned. 


Mr. C. BARTLEY. In dealing with this motion I am hound to say 
that I think there is very little left for me to add to the discussion 
which has already taken place. My friend, Hai Bahadur Sasonka Comar 
Ghose, has put the case of the Government pleaders and public prose- 
cutors with a force and vigour which I could not attempt to emulate, 
and I must admit that I am very considerably in sympathy with much 
of what he has said. I confess that in my own experience as District 
Judge of Dacca, I made strenuous hut unavailing efforts to influence 
succeeding generations of legal remembrancers to consider this very 
question of Government pleaders’ and public prosecutors' fees. 


3-45 p.m. 

Both the Government Pleader and the Public Prosecutor of Dacca 
are gentlemen of very great legal experience and I may say of very 
considerable legal acumen. Still whenever they are employed they do 
not ordinarily get more than Rs. 32 per diem. 

There are only tw>o points to which I want to refer. One is the 
suggestion which emerges from the speeches just made, which seems 
to be to the effect that the work, that is now put on the shoulders of 
the Government pleaders and public prosecutors, should he taken away 
from them and distributed amongst other members of the Bar. As a 
relief to the prevailing economic distress, 1 admit that there is a certain 
amount of force in this suggestion, but from the point of view of 
efficiency, I am afraid, this is not a sound policy. We have men who 
have been specially trained and selected for this work and who have 
been doing it for years and years, and it is hardly in the interest of 
efficiency to take away the work from them and give it to others on 
the score of financial stringency or economic distress. 

Then there is one other point, that is, that the fees given to 
Government pleaders have been very considerably enhanced. That is 
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undoubtedly true in regard to certain cases, but it is equally true that 
the type of work involved demands a considerable amount of additional 
time and labour not contemplated under the system in force, which 
merely provides for the expenses of the ordinary routine work of the 
mufattal. When a man’s work is extremely difficult it is only fair to 
give him a remuneration commensurate with its character, and I think, 
it is necessary that legal officers in mnfatsal should occasionally be paid 
higher fees than those laid down in the Legal Remembrancer’s Manual. 

The following motions of Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury were 
then put and lost : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 29,000 under the head ‘24B — Law Officers — 
Mufassal Establishment — Government pleaders and public prosecutors’ 
be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the qualifications and emoluments and 
fees of public prosecutors and Governments pleaders).” 

“That the demand of Rs. 3,22,500 under the head ‘24B — Law 
Officers — Mufassal Establishment’ be reduced bv Rs. 1,00,000.” 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hakim was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs. 1,50,000 under the head ‘24B — Law Officers — Mufassal 
Establishment — Allowances and honoraria— Fees to pleaders in criminal 
cases’ be reduced by Hs. 50.000." 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 beg to move thut the demand of 
Rs. 19,000 under the head “24B — Law Officers — Mufassal Establishment 
— Fees to pleaders in civil suits” be reduced by Rs. 105 (to draw the 
attention of the Government that this money can be saved if particular 
pleaders are not patronised). 

Sir, 1 may point out that particular favouritism is shown in the matter 
of engaging pleaders by the officers in charge of conducting prosecution 
cases on behalf of the Government in the different departments and 
tlie evil consequences are felt by the people ns well as the Government. 
I do not understand the reason why pleaders or vakils other than the 
Government pleader or the public prosecutor should be engaged in the 
Crown cases at all. The Government pay retainers to their permanent 
law officers and in spite of that other lawyers are engaged for the 
conduct of cases almost every day in the courts. The effects of engaging 
such irresponsible lawyers are wastage of money in more ways than 
one, these lawyers give irresponsible opinions and according to such 
opinions, litigations are continued when they should not. These law- 
yers give opinions deliberately so as to drag on the litigations as 
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long as possible just with an idea of earning money, and as they have 
got no fesponsibility either to the Government or to anybody, they do 
not ewe much whether the case is lost or won; they are concerned with 
money and they know well that so long the patronising officer is there 
they have got nothing to be afraid of. But their actions are the causes 
of large expenditure for the Government and at the same time to the 
parties concerned. The fees billed by such lawyers are equivalent to 
though not higher than those of the Government pleaders and public 
prosecutors. If an inquiry is made by the Government in this matter, 
they will find to their surprise that these lawyers charge much higher 
fees from the Government than what they usually get in their daily 
practice from their private clients. If the Government want to economise 
in this direction they can do so in a much better way. They can appoiut 
a panel of lawyers in consultation with the Bai; Association and the 
judges and munsifs with a scheduled rate of fees according to the 
qualifications as regards seniority of practice, etc. From tins panel, 
lawyers are to be engaged by rotation in less important cases where the 
engagement of the Government pleader or the public prosecutor with an 
apparent higher lee is not deemed necessary. Thus much money can be 
saved and the public will also be saved from the unnecessary litigations, 
harassment and expense. Any lawyer composing the panel will be 
charged with the responsibility that failure of a certain percentage of 
cases will be a cause for removal of bis name from the panel, unless 
satisfactory explanations are given for the failures. There is such a 
l»aiiel pel haps on the criminal side. 1 would like to suggest that these 
panels should he reconstituted and reviewed annually by a competent 
authority, as for example, the District Magistrate or the District Judge 
or the Legal Remembrancer, with a view to give scope to new recruits. 


Sir, I sent in a number of questions and in answer to them the 
ilon’ble Mr. Prentice has given us to understand that such pleadms are 
engaged for reasons of economy and convenience, and regarding a parti- 
cular pleader he said that the work of that pleader liad been found 
satisfactory over a long period of years. I shall just show that the 
replies of the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice have no foundation. 

I shall very briefly state the facts of a case from which it can be well 
proved how the public money is wasted by this department. One 
Sewbalak Sing of Howrah obtained a decree in Small Causa Court case 
No. 466 of 1926 of the 2nd Sub-Judge's Court, Howrah, against Itara Asre 
Sing of Balia and the decree-holder served a notice on the judgment- 
debtor Ram Asre Sing at Balia, on the 23rd November, 1929. Then the 
said Ram Awe Sing filed a petition to the Collector, Balia, praying to 
take legal steps against the decree-holder on the ground that the decree 
was a fraudulent one. The Collector thereupon took up the case and 
sent it to the Government of Bengal, whereupon Mr. N. G. Mukherji, 
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Inspector, C. I. D., Fraudulent Civil Decrees Section, inspected the whole 
record of the original suit No. 466 of 1926, in the 2nd Sub-Judge’s court 
at Howrah on 11th December, 1929, and the pleader representing the 
Assistant Deputy Inspector-General of Police, C. I. D., Bengal, started 
a rehearing case No. 2 of 1930, and the regular petition of revision under 
order 9 was filed on the 3rd January, 1930, when by that time the 
petition was barred by limitation under section 164 of the Limitation 
Act. The petition should have been filed by the pleader on the 23rd 
December, 1929, i.e ., within 30 days from the date of service of notice 
which was done on the 23rd November, 1929, the date on which the 
judgment-debtor and the Collector of Balia hod full knowledge of the 
decree — but instead of filing the revision petition on the 23rd December, 
1929, the pleader filed it after it was time-barred. The ruse was 
dismissed by the Hon’ble Court in civil rule 275 of 1931, and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Jack, Calcutta High Court, remarked in his judgment: 
“The application has become barred by limitation apparently owing to 
want of diligence or ignorance of the party and to the fact that the 
matter was taken up by Government dejmrtment and a delay took place 
in that dejmrtment in dealing with it.” The delay of the department 
is no doubt unpardonable, but the ignorance of law of the pleader who 
filed the original application on behalf of the Assistant Deputy Inspector- 
General of Police, Bengal, is the cause of failure of this case, because 
the whole responsibility rested on t he learned legal adviser of the 
Government, on whose advice a large amount of public money has been 
spent. 

Had it been entrusted to a competent lawyer the case certainly would 
not have ended in this way. I do not know why this dejmrtment has a 
particular fancy for this gentleman who is quite incompetent to deal 
with such cases and I do not know why Government pays Its. 16 per 
diem to this pleader whose usual fee is much lesser than the Baid 
amount. If in eases of this department the Government pleader who is 
a subsidised officer is briefed I think the Government is saved from 
paying fees for all the dates on which the case is adjourned and on which 
dates only the formal tudhin are done. If the Government pleader is 
uot engaged, why this particular pleader is engaged and why other 
eminent lawyers of Howrah who take lesser fees and who work more 
efficiently are not engaged? It does not stand to reason why this 
particular pleader would make a monopoly of this department. 

Sir, I have given you a concrete case, but I think such eases may 
be multiplied. If the Hon'ble Mr. Prentice wants to keep the prestige 
of his department, I would request him to make an inquiry into the 
case and take necessary steps. I do not want to dilate further into the 
matter, and I think, I have made out my case for Mr. Prentice to take 
the necessary action. 
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4 p.ra. 

Tht itaCblf Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I am afraid that I 

am handicapped in replying to this motion, because Dr. Ghose did not 
hare the courtesy to let me have beforehand the facts of the specific 
case to which he referred, to enable me to reply to this motion fully. 
In his speech he has referred to certain facts. It has always been a 
matter of wonder to me why Dr. Ghose, a doctor, should be the member 
to make these complaints about the prosecution of fraudulent civil suit 
cases and what connection Dr. Ghose has with these cases. For in the 
past he has from time to time complained to me of the action taken and 
the injustice done in prosecuting people who are alleged to have filed 
false civil suits. However, he has now given me the facts of oue case and 
I shall make inquiries into the matter. 

As regards the actual case itself, it is an example of how Government 
work is subdivided. As the members of Council know, we had a great 
deal of trouble in the past as regards both civil and criminal cases 
brought by upcountry people against the people of this province and this 
matter of fraudulent decrees became a scandal. So the duty of investi- 
gating and prosecuting these cases was handed over to the Criminal 
Investigation Department. That Department has its own pleader to 
deal with these oases, and that is why this pleader in Howrah is employed 
in these cases. You have heard from the Kai Bahadur from Dacca a 
short time ago that Government pleaders do not like to deal with 
Government cases, because they earn more money from private practice, 
and I do not think that it is the Government Pleader of Howrah who is 
probably pressing to have charge of these oases. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: No, Sir. 

The Hon’blt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Then, it may be that some 
of the private pleaders who are unemployed would like to have some of 
these cases, and Dr. Ghose is perhaps speaking in their interests, in 
order that they may get the business instead of the pleader who is doing 
this special work for the Criminal Investigation Department and has been 
doing it very well. I am quite prepared to admit that in various cases 
mistakes are made, as the Hon’ble Minister for Education said a short 
time ago “to err is human.” Questions of limitation are frequently 
difficult and it is quite possible that in this particular case there was a 
mistake made. But as I have already said, I shall look into the facts, 
and I shall also see what connection Dr. Ghose has with the case. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I am quite satisfied with the 
assurance given by the Hon’ble Member, and I would ask for leave to 
withdraw the motion. 


27 
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The motion of Dr. Amulya llatan Ghose was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 5,08,500 
under the head ‘2411— Law Officers’ be reduced by Rs. 1,84,000.” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 14,000 under the head “24E— Presidency Magistrates’ 
Courts — Juvenile Court and Detention House” be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
discuss system of administration of juvenile offenders). 

Sir, my intention is to raise a discussion about the juvenile offenders 
court. On the 22nd of March, 1900, the lion 'bit Mr. A. N. Moberly 
had remarked in this Council that the administration of the Children 
Act fell within the purview of three different departments, m., the 
police, Judicial and Educational Departments, and further that with a 
view to co-ordinating the work, as far as possible, one member was to be 
in charge of the whole subject. It was about this time that the Probation 
Officers were transferred from the control of the Commissioner of Police 
to that of the Chief Presidency Magistrate. The House of Detention, 
however, continues to be under the Commissioner of Police. I would 
suggest that Government should transfer the control of the House of 
Detention also to the Chief Presidency Magistrate and place the same in 
charge of a Probation Officer or of the Magistrate, Central Children 
Court, in addition to their present duties. This would mean an immediate 
saving of Rs. 170 per month under the head “Pay of Superintendent.’* 
The House of Detention for Children is analogous to the jail hajuts for 
adults. These latter are under the Jails Department but both in the 
districts and in the subdivisions they are in charge of district or subdivi- 
sional magistrates. It is only in the fitness of things that the House of 
Detention should he under the control of magistrates. In fact the 
reason for the House of Detention being placed under the Magistrate is 
much stronger in the case of the House of Detention than of the jail 
ha juts. The essential purpose of the House of Detention is not merely 
physical detention but for closer observation and study of each child 
placed therein, both by the Probation Officer and specially by the Magis- 
trate dealing with the case, with a view to determining as to how best to 
deal with the child. I would request Government to examine to what 
extent the House of Detention serves the purpose of observation and 
study of each child. I would further ask Government to consider the 
desirability of changing the name “House of Detention” and calling it 
“Observation Centre" so as to stress the real purpose of the Home. 
I feel certain that the placing of this observation centre in charge of a 
Probation Officer or of the Magistrate, Central Children Court, in 
addition to their duties would not only mean a saving of Rs. 2.040 a 
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year, but what is far more important, it would help the realisation of 
the real purpose for which the present institution was started. With 
these few words, I would leave my motion for the consideration of 
the House. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of Its. 14, (MX) 
under the head “24E — Presidency Magistrates’ Courts — Juvenile Court 
and Detention House, etc.” be reduced by Re. 1 (to call attention to the 
necessity of appointing women honorary magistrates for juvenile courts). 

Sir, the object of my motion is to (till attention of Government to the 
necessity of appointing women honorary magistrates for the juvenile 
courts here. 

In Bombay and Madras even where there are juvenile courts, there 
are women honorary magistrates, since 1929 and 1 030, respectively. In 
Patna, Benares, Allahabad and Nagpur, even where there are no juvenile 
courts, women have been appointed magistrates. But Bengal, as usual, 
lags behind. In 1922, the Children’s Act was passed here, and juvenile 
courts established. In 1929, these were reorganised, and a special 
magistrate appointed. But women have not yet been appointed 
magistrates to help him in the work which requires so much sympathy 
and mother-craft. 

The reason cannot be that women here take no active interest in 
public affairs and to they are unfit to be so appointed. It is u well-known 
fact that women in Calcutta oi all sect. ons ol the eommunitv have 
always taken a very keen interest in all forms of social welfare work. 
Honorary lady probation officers have been appointed. Beyond question, 
there are many ladies here who bv their education and public spirit, are 
well qualified to be magistrates. Further, leading women’s organisa- 
tions, like the Bengal Presidency Council of Women and the All-India 
Women’s Conference, have recently been pressing for such appointments. 

Women undoubtedly will be of great assistance in dealing with the 
child offender. With their motherly instinct and tact, they will be 
able effectively to appeal to children and to reform them ; and 1 feel sure 
that the special Magistrate will gladly welcome their help. I may here 
add that in England, in all serious cases in juvenile courts, women sit 
with the stipendiary, virtually as assessors. 

In these circumstances, it is indeed a matter of surprise that the 
Government has not yet done the right thing. Can the reason be that 
they ere against women, against allowing women to exercise their 
natural rights and vocation? Sir, it is widely believed that the two 
European members of the Cabinet and at least two other Indian members 
are against the fair sex. If that he so, it is indeed a matter for regret. 
Public suspicion has received support from the fact that our Government 
has been against women's suffrage, or at any rate against its extension. 
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Yfaiy Bengal should be a backward province in so many respects, is indeed 
p mystery. Anyway, what I am asking for, will not hurt our Govern- 
ment in any way even if they be against women; it will not cost them 
anything. Further, women will be of great assistance in reclaiming 
young offenders, and thus in the long run, the State will be benefited, for 
it is from the ranks of such children that criminals are recruited. 

I therefore press the Government to lose no time in appointing women 
honorary magistrates here, and I trust they will accept my suggestion. 

Mr* W* 0* WORDSWORTH. Sir, without wishing to deprive 
Government of Rs. 2 I associate myself entirely with Dr. Dutt and 
Mr. Boso. As a member of the general public interested in these 
matters, and also specifically as a member of the committee of the 
Society for the Protection of Children, I recognise their public spirit 
in bringing forward these motions. Mucli progress has been made of 
recent years in the science and art of managing unfortunate and 
delinquent, children. But in India we are far behind the rest of the 
world and in Bengal wo are very far behind some parts of India, 
particularly far behind Bombay. Admittedly we do our best to conceal 
our shortcomings from the world at large, and from the Year Book on 
children’s welfare, I got this sentence this morning under the head 
“ India” : “The provision of sound industrial training for juveniles and 
their segregation from other offenders is a general -accepted policy.* * 
I do not know the name of the humorist who furnished that statement 
to the editor of the book, hut we can agree that it is an accepted policy 
only in that sense of the word in which policy is opposed to practice, 
and presumably it will he an accepted policy until people — the public at 
large think it ought to become also accepted practice, then it may be 
that difficulties will he found in the way of practising it. The same 
hook put forward as an instance of what India is doing for the care of 
her children the Bengal Children Act, without explaining how little 
of it has been made operative. The Act is a very comprehensive Act, 
the result of years of consultation and deliberation, and was put through 
this Council after weeks of hard work. But very few sections of it 
have been made operative because once Government had passed the 
Bill through the Council, they looked at it a little more carefully and 
discovered that its administration would cost money, so they put it 
aside, and only pressure from outside has brought a few sections into 
use. 

[At 4-20 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-35 p.m.] 

Mr* W« C* WORDSWORTH: I was observing, Sir, that in Bengal 
we can learn much from Bombay ; above all, we can learn very much 
from Great Britain which leads the world in this department of service 
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to chil4$* n * There they have a Children Act which is known all thp . 
world cfcfc as the Children’s Charter, and it embodies the history of the 1 
efforts made and the legislation passed for over 2 centuries to give 
children that measure of protection which is necessary. It is a really 
comprehensive Act, a real defence of children against danger and ill- 
treatment, and it is all framed on the principle that the object of 
legislation in dealing with young delinquents must be to save and not to 
punish. This system is supported on several pillars. One of them is 
the system of industrial and reformatory schools, which we have 
introduced in our own Bill, but which we have left entirely inoperative, 
though without these schools to which young delinquents can be sent in 
lieu of punishment, no system of looking after the interests of children 
has been anything but very successful. Those who are aware of what is 
done by the Home Office, and particularly of the work that was done by 
Dr. Russell in charge of the Home Office department in building up that 
department, will be aware that his work was of a very high order of 
statesmanship and that his communications and pamphlets are, in this 
department of public service, State documents of very great value,, 
Juvenile courts are the other great pillar of the system, and the great 
landmark in their history in England is a circular, Mr. Shortt s circular, 
issued when he was Home Secretary in 1921. That circular puts in brief 
form the doctrine that should be followed in dealing with these children 
in the first instance, and it is a document that has made history in many 
countries. It will be of service, 1 hope, if I very briefly give you its 
contents. This circular recommended that in all large towns and 
populous centres it should be regarded as the duty of the Justices to 
hold children’s courts in a building or room entirely separate from the 
ordinary police courts, where that was possible, or if it was not possible, 
to bold children’s courts when the ordinary police court was not sitting. 
Then the recommendation was included that there should be a court of 
specially qualified magistrates for the hearing of children s cases, and 
a iota of specially qualified magistrates for hearing children’s ca*% 
including, if possible, women magistrates. Then it was laid down that 
no one should be admitted into these courts except those who had some, 
connection with the case; also that the Press should always be mvjted* 
and requested never to publish the names of delinquent children 
up for trial. It was further laid down that any children in the cow*# 
should be given in simple language all explanation necessary to enable 
them to understand what was being done. Further, there was a recom- 
mendation that punishment should be inflicted as seldom as possible, and 
release on probation as often as possible. The circular further 
contained a recommendation about the medical examination of child: en 
who might be suffering from physical or mental hurt, and also about 
the means pf lessening the strain on young girls who are giving evidence 
In cases of indecency and immorality This circular was ordered to 
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be sent by the clerks to the Justices, to every magistrate attached to 
any court, and I think it might be useful if copies were provided and 
circulated to magistrates in this country, because it marks a very great 
advance in this department of juveniles. 

The juvenile courts — there are now many in England, 9, 
I think, in London alone — take their place along with 
reformatory and industrial schools, as enemies of the prison 
system. The schools have been most active in the war of humanity 
against crime and the juvenile courts are now working hand in hand 
with the schools to make things better. It has been my privilege to 
study these matters under the Home Office, and T am able to assure 
you that their schools, all run either by voluntary agencies or local 
authorities, none by Government itself, are happy homes. Some figures 
may be of interest. In 1914 there were in these schools 19,000 
children: by 1925 there were only 8,000. That shows that the schools 
had already done their work in large part. The children sent to the 
schools have been fewer, because the children brought up before the 
Court are steadily becoming fewer. We do not do much, unfortunately, 
for the children in this country. The public blames Government that 
always has its hands full. Government may retort that this is work 
for voluntary agencies. It is fairly correct to say that in all countries 
this is especially the work of an interested public working through 
voluntary agencies, and it does make a powerful appeal to voluntary 
workers. We are far behind here, but something is being done, as we 
recognise, by the establishment of the children’s court — 

[Here the time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the 
head “24 — Administration of Justice” was reac hed and the member had 
to resume his seat. | 

The motions of ltui Dr. Huridhan J)utt Bahadur and Mr. S. M. Bose 
were then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum of Its. 77,87,000 he granted for expenditure 
under the head “24 — Administration of Justice” w as then put and 
Agreed to. 

The following motions under the load “24 — Administration of 
Justice” were not called owing to the expiry of the lime-limit: — 

Maulvi H ASSAM ALI and Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HASHEMY: “That the demand of Its, 1,81,000 under the head ‘24E — 
Administration of Justice — Presidency Magistrate’s Court’ be reduced 
by Its. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about the orders with regard to the 
classification of political prisoners!.” 

tabu AMULYADHAN RAY; “That the demand of Rs. 12,o0,00n 
tinder the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts— Pay of Munaifs’ be 
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reduced by Be. 100 (to set apart at least 20 per cent , of the appoint- 
ments of munsifs for the candidates of the backward classes as 
enumerated on page 189, Part I, Calcutta University Commission's 
Report)." 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: "That the demand of Bs. 12,50,000 
under the head '24F — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay of Munsifs' be 
reduced by Bs. 100 (to draw attention to the way in which rehearing 
of civil cases in the mu fas sal civil court are disposed of and the growing 
tendency of some of the munsifs in summarily rejecting petitions for 
adjournment).’’ 

Babti LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN 8ARKER: That the demand of 
Rs. 12,50,000 under the head *24F — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay of 
Munsifs' be reduced by Re. 1 [to impress the necessity of increasing 
the pecuniary jurisdiction of the munsifs of mufassal civil courts 
(specially at Gapalganj)].” ** 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : "That the 
demand of Us. 1,54,000 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts 
— Allowance to Jurors and Assessors’ be reduced by Us. 100 (corruption 
among jurors and the method of checking the same').” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: "That the demand of 

Us. 1,54,000 under the head ‘24 F — Civil and Sessions Courts — Allowance 
to Jurors and Assessors’ he reduced by Us. 10 (to press that the 
travelling allowance or actual expense of travelling should he given to 
assessors and jurors).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: ‘‘That the demand of 

Us. 1,54,000 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts — Allowances 
to Jurors and Assessors’ be reduced by Ue. 1 (to criticise the unfair 
selection of jurors at Noakhali).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 

•Rs. 9,35,000 under the head *24F — Civil and Sessions Court* — Process- 
serving Establishment’ be reduced by Re. 1 ( increase of Muhammadan 
officers).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: That the demand of 

Bs. 12,05,300 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts — Process- 
serving Establishment’ be refused.” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE and Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL: "That 
the demand* of Bs. 12,65,300 under the head ‘24F— Civil and Sessions 
Courts — Establishment — Process-serving Establishment’ be reduced by 
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Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on and to draw attention of the Govern- 
ment to the condition of service of the process-servers and their 
grievances).* * 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE and Btbu LALIT KUMAR BAL: “That 
the demand of Rs. 12,65,300 under the head *24F — Civil and Sessions 
Courts — Process-serving Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise 
a discussion on the provision of pension for the process-servers ).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI, Dr. AMULYA RATAN 
CHOSE, Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI, Babu HARIBAN8A ROY, 
Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI and Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: 

“That the demand of Rs. 12,65,300 under the head ‘24F — Civil and 
Sessions Courts — Process-serving Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to raise a discussion on and to draw attention to the condition of 
service of the process-servers and their grievances, in regard to pension , 
inadequate pay, conditions of service, etc.).’’ 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: “That the demand of Rs. 12,65,300 
under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts — Process-serving 
Establishment’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the 
non-dbservance by officers of the circular prohibiting private service by 
peons).” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs. 21,89,400 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions 
Courts — Pay of Officers’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to discuss the 
advisability of making appointments of Sessions Judges and Sub-Judges 
from senior members of the District Bars and the unwisdom of appoint- 
ing young civilians as Sessions Judges and Assistant Sessions Judges). ” 

Mr. R. MAITI: “That the demand of Rs. 21,89,400 under the head 
4 24F — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay of Officers’ be reduced by 
R». 100 (to raise a discussion about the present method of recruitment 
of judicial officers ahd their emoluments),” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN 8 “That the demand of Rs. 21,89,400 
under the head *24F — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay of Officers’ be 
reduced by Re. 100 (to criticise the policy of recruiting Sessions Judges 
from the ranks of Subordinate Judges).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: “That the demand of Rs. 82,23,200 
under the head *241’ — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay of Establish- 
ment’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to complain that there was mot a single 
Muhammadan sherutadat in the Judges* Court in the district of 
Mymenaingh during the years 1910 to 1931).” * 
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Mm BATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURY: ‘‘That the 
demand of Rs. 32,23,200 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions 
Court® — Pay of Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (prevalence of 
corruption and means of checking the same).” 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur and Babu HARI- 

BAN8A ROYS “That the demand of Rs. 32,23,200 under the head 
*24F — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay of Establishment’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the widespread prevalence of corruption 
amongst the ministerial officers of civil courts).” 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 32,23,200 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay of 
Establishment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about 
Government’s failure to check the practice of illegal gratification 
prevalent among the ministerial officers and peons of the civil courts).” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 64,34,000 under the head ‘24F— Civil and Sessions Courts’ be red tie- 
ed by Rs. 3,00,000.” 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE and Babu LALIT KUMAR BALs 

“That the demand of Rs. 64,34,000 under the head ‘24F — Civil and 
Sessions Courts’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the 
district administration of the civil courts).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 64,34,000 
under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
[to draw attention to ( i ) the necessity of suspending business in civil 
courts from 12-30 to 2 p.m. on Fridays as is done in criminal and 
revenue courts for the purpose of giving facility <o Muslim litigants, 
officers and members of the legal profession to say their ‘jumma’ 
prayers and (ii) the want of accommodation and other facilities for 
Muslims to say their daily prayers while attending courts].” 

Babu HARIBAN8A ROY: “That the demand of Rs. 64,34,000 
under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be reduced by Its. 100 
(to draw attention to the insufficient accommodation in tbe Howrah 
Court building, the unsatisfactory condition of the staircase leading to 
the Additional District Judge’s and Additional Munsif’s Courts and 
want of a shed for witnesses and litigants).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: “That the demand of 
Re. 64,34,000 under the head ‘24F— Civil and Sessions Courts’ be 
reduced by* Re. 100 (proper representation of Mussalmans in the 
Judicial eervice).” 



426 DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. [21st March, 

Maulfi NUR RAHMAN KHAN IUBUF4I: “That the demand of 
R». 64,44,000 under the head f 24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be 
reduced by Its. 100 (extension of the newly built civil court building 
at Tangail).” 

Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 64,34,000 
under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ he reduced by Rs. 100 
(to raise a discussion on the District Administration of the Civil 
Courts).” 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDARs “That the demand of 
Rs. 04,34,000 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be 
reduced by Its. 100 (to criticise the policy of the Government for not 
providing waiting rooms for the litigant public in the mufasml 
courts).” 

Mr. K. G. RAY CHAUDHURI : “That the demand of Rs. 64,34,000 
under the head *24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ he reduced by Rs. 100 
(to raise a discussion on the District Administration of the Civil 
Courts).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 64,34,000 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ he 
reduced by Re. 1 (quarters for the Munsif, 3rd Court, at Tangail).” 

Haji BADI AHMED GHOWDHURY : “That the demand of 
Rs. 64,34,000 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be 
reduced by Re. I [to discuss the Government Notification No. 783, dated 
the 20th February, 1928, increasing the grant of leave on average pay 
annually by 15 days to officers of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) 
in the vacation department and to suggest that it he also extended to 
the ministerial officer* serving in the Civil Court of the said depart- 
ment].” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 64,34,000 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise the discussion on the workiug of the sugges- 
tions of Civil Justice Committee causing a failure of Judicial Adminis- 
tration in the interior of the Province).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of Rs. 64,34,000 
under the head *24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be reduced by Re. 1 
{to draw the attention to the necessity of establishing a Record Room 
in Howrah).” 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 64,34.000 
under the head “24F — Civil and Sessions Courts* be reduced to Re. 1 
(to draw the attention to the bad staircase of the Howrah Sessions 
Court).” 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 64,34,000 
under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts* be reduced by Re. 1 
(to draw the attention to the non-existence of any urinal for gentlemen 
in the Howrah Sessions Court compound).” 

Mouivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH : “That the demand of 

Rs. 64,34,000 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the action of Government for not permit- 
ting the construction of a roof on the sites where the litigant public 
officers of Civil Courts say their prayers during Court hours within the 
Civil and Sessions Courts coni pounds).'* 

M&ufvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 64,34,000 under the head ‘24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of Government for not providing 
with waiting rooms for the litigant public and the witnesses in nntfa«*n1 
courts). ** 

Maulvi ABDU8 8AMAD: “That the demand of Rs. 04,34,000 under 
the head *24F — Civil and Sessions Courts’ be reduc ed by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the inadequate representation of the hackwurd classes of 
the Muslim community in Judicial and ministerial services in mufanml 
courts i.” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,00,000 under the head “24G — Courts of Small Causes’ he reduced 
by Rs. 20,000.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of Rs. 28,900 
under the head *24 H — Criminal Courts' be reduced by R*. 100 (to urge 
on the Government of the necessity for a witness-shed in Howrah 
Criminal Courts).” 

Babtl KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : “That the demand of 
Rs. 77,37,000 under the head ‘24 — Administration of Justice' be reduced 
by Rs. 2,00,000.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 77,37,000 under the head 4 24 — Administration of Justice* be reduced 
by Rs, 1,000* (to discuss about the present system of administration of 
justice).” 
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Mr. AMANDA MOHAN PODDAttl “That the demand at 

Rs, 77,37,000 under the head *24 — Administration of Justice’ be reduced 
by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion on the necessity of more recruitments 
from the Bar and the Provincial Judicial Services).” 

Rai Sahib AK8HOY KUMAR SEN: "That the demand of 
Rs. 77,37,000 under the head *24 — Administration of Justice* be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about the pay of officers).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: "That the demand of 

Rs. 77,37,000 under the head ‘24 — Administration of Justice’ reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the general inefficiency of the 
department).” 

Hiji BAD! AHMED OHOWDHURY: "That the demand of 
Rs. 77,37,000 under the head ‘24 — Administration of Justice* be reduced 
by Rs. 49 (to raise a discussion as to the desirability of recruiting at a 
very early date at least 50 per rent, of the District and Sessions Judges 
in Bengal from the legal profession).” 

MtUlvi ABDUL HAKIM: "That the demand of Rs. 77,37,000 
under the head ‘24 — Administration of Justice’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to raise n discussion on the present system of administration of 
justice).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: "That the demand of Rs. 77,37,000 under 
the head ‘24 — Administration of Justice’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise 
a discussion as to the desirability of taking steps for amending the 
Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 1898) 90 us to make provision for 
reviewing the case and re-summoning the accused after the case is struck 
off and the accused is acquitted without trial under section 247, Criminal 
Procedure Code, for non-appearance of complainant for an unavoidable 
cause).” 

MtUlvi ABDUL HAKIM: "That the demand of Rs. 77,37,000 under 
the head *24 — Administration of Justice' he reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention of Government to the paucity of instalments given in decrees 
passed by civil courts in suits brought by usurious money-lenders against 
the poor agriculturist debtors of the Province at this time of their 
extreme economic suffering).” 

Htji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: "That the demand of 

Rs. 77,37,000 under the head ‘24 — Administration of Justice’ be reduced 
by Re, 1 (to press that the present system of serving notices of 
revision CAses and rules relating to appeals through peons of the District 
Judge’s Court should be altolished and notices should be sent by 
registered post, the parties bearing the charge),” 
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Had BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 

IU. t7*87,000 under the head *24 — Administration of Justice 1 be reduced 
fay Be. 1 (to press that the special holidays for Muhammadans should 
he given to all).” 


25 — Jails and Convict Settlements. 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 48,95,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “25 — Jails and Convict Settle- 
ments.” 

The demand, it will be noticed, represents an increase of Rs. 12 
lakhs when compared with the provision (Its. 30*9 lakhs) made in the 
budget of 1931-32. The causes which have necessitated this increase 
must be patent to the members of this House. It is not for me to deal 
with the causes, but the fact is that from the beginning of this year, 
there has been a rapid rise in the number of prisoners. To provide 
suitable accommodation for the extra prisoners, Government have had 
to reopen and restaff the two special jails at Rum-Hum as w ell as the 
additional special jail at Hijli. The increase in the number of prisoners 
has also involved a corresponding increase in dieting, medical and 
transport charges. The prospect of an early cessation of the causes and 
particularly of civil disobedience does not yet appear probable. It has 
therefore been considered necessary to provide ^or an unusual number 
of prisoners. In budgeting for the year 1932-33, the only course 
open to Government is, therefore, to assume the continuance of 
these abnormal factors. The demand (Rs. 48, 95, 000) has been based 
on a population of 24,050, calculating the number of ordinary prisoners 
at 18,900 (increase due to economic distress), civil disobedience 
prisoners at 5,000 and detenus at 150, against the normal population of 
13,500. No reasonable man will assert that an additional demand of 
Rs. 12 lakhs is excessive when the jail department has to keep so many 
people in custody in a suitable condition. It is hoped that this move- 
ment subversive of all order will soon cease, and should that happen 
in the course of the ensuing financial year, there is every reason to 
expect the actual expenditure to fall short of the present demand. 

I may say with regard to the calculation of the demand, that it has 
been assumed that there will be about 10,000 more of prison population, 
and Rs. 12 lakhs is rather a small amount to meet the needs of this 
number, and it may be that this amount may have to be increased. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 

the House.* 
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4-45 p.m. 

Hflji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved that the demand of 

Eh. 00,000 under the head “25A — Jail — Superintendence” be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to discuss the dress of Muhammadan prisoners). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

* ‘Sir, in connection with the motion I want to say that I have seen 
many Muhammadan convicts wearing cloth which does not reach below 
the knees. According to the teachings of Islam, a Muhammadan, who 
does not cover his body below the knee, commits an act of grievous sin 
and namaz is not correctly performed with a dress not going down the 
knees. It defeats the reforming purpose of jail life in the case of 
Moslem convicts if they are not allowed to perform their namaz in 
strict accordance with the injunctions of religion. It is also an outrage 
upon Islam. 

I hope, in view' of these considerations, Government will accept the 
proposal for supplying in future Muhammadan convicts with such dress 
as reaches below the knees.' * 


Mtlilvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I do not know what the actual 
practice at present is in the jails, whether Moslem prisoners are allowed 
clothings which cover their knees. If this is not so, this is a »eal 
grievance on the part of the Moslem prisoners. It is obligatory on 
every Mussulman to cover his body from the waist up to the knee, and 
unless thut is done, he cannot say his prayers and he does an act which 
is considered to be irreligious. 1 think this is a matter which should 
be looked into by the Government at once. According to the Jail Code, 
shorts are supplied to the prisoners and if these shorts are made a bit* 
longer they can cover their knees, and in that case there will be no 
grievance. 

I support the motion. 


Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I rise to oppose 
this motion because all that has been said by the Haji Sahib was wrong, 
and in all the jails, so far as I know — and I have been in seven or eight 
jails in Bengal — Moslem prisoners are supplied with long trousers. 
They are given short trousers for jail work and they change their short 
trousers for long ones at the time of prayers. I have experience of the 
jails at Khulna, Alipore, Jessore, Midnapore and Diuajpur, and from 
personal knowledge I say that this is the case in those jails. The Haji 
Sahib does not know that this is so. 
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Mr, tHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, in connection with 
the dr4» of prisoners, I should like to draw the attention of Govern- 
ment tb the dress of female prisoners 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion relates to the dress of Muhammadan 
prisoners. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, I am not discussing* 
the question from any communal point ot view hut I can say that there 
are of course female Moslem prisoners. I should like to say that for 
decency’s sake more suitable dress should be provided for female 
prisoners. 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: Does the hon'ble member suggest 
that female prisoners should put on trousers Y 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEK HARES WAR RAY: There is no question of 
trousers, Sir, but the question relutes to the dress of prisoners, males 
and females. 


The Hon’ble 8ir B. B. CH08E: Sir, my thanks are due to Maulvi 
Jalaluddin Ilashemy who has been in so many jails in Bengal and who 
has spoken about the dre*s of prisoners from bis personal knowledge. 
I need hardh sa\ anything more against this motion. This has been 
brought by the move! evidently under a misapprehension for, sinee 
August, PJ2‘f , according to the Jail (’ode, every Muhammadan male 
prisoner is provided with trousers instead of jatujuis. With regard to 
divisions 1 and II prisoners, 1 need hardly say anything as they are 
supplied with their own clothing from outside. I hope the mover will 
* withdraw' his motion, otherwise, I submit, the motion should la* thrown 
out. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury wus then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 4,42,000 under the head “2oA — Jails— Presidency Jail” be reduced 
by Rs. 1 ,59,000. 

Sir, there has been recently enormous increase in jail expenditure. 
More money has been spent in supervision and management of jails than 
any attempt to improve the condition of prisoners. I cannot find any 
reason why the post of the jailors of the Presidency Jail should be 
reserved for the Europeans. Indian jailors, however senior and 
competent they may be, are not allowed to take charge of the Presidency 
Jail. Whenever the permanent incumbent goes on leave, European 
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warder is generally selected to officiate for the jailor in preference to 
senior Indian deputy jailors. The post of the Deputy Superintendent 
has been recently offered to the European jailor but no attempt has 
been made to appoint any Indian jailor to the post. There is no 
necessity for the appointment of the additional jailors. There is no 
necessity for maintaining such highly-paid officers as workshop foreman 
when the jute mill has been abolished. There is room for economy in 
the manufacturing department. No attempt has been made to cut 
down the expenditure in the manufacturing department. With these 
observations, Sir, I move my motion. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I again rise to 
oppose this motion. In opposing this motion brought forward by my 
friend Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose, I would only point out to him that 
we have been so long trying for the better clothing and better treatment 
of the prisoners and the good effect of all these things. I do not 
understand under what consideration l)r. Ghose is trying to justify this 
(rut. We have heard just now from the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Jail Department that only 12 lakhs of rupees has been asked for as 
an excess grant for such a large increase in the jail population in the 
course of the last two or three months. I am afraid, the number will 
be swelled within the next two or three months, and if we cut this 
Its. 1,69,000 from Rs. 4,42,000, it will be quite absurd — prisoners will 
then die. Now they are ill-fed, ill-clothed and ill-treated. It is not 
the way, it is not the sensible method for attacking the Jail Department 
to make a cut in the jail demand. It is rather desirable for the 
members of this House to see that the demands for jail expenditure are 
increased. With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The Hon’btft Sir B. B. CHOSE: Sir, I again rise to thank Maulvi 
Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, and I hope that in every motion for a cut 
with regard to the Jail Department Mr. Hashemy will support Govern- 
ment. The fact is that the Jail Department is not responsible for 
bringing people into jail. It is certainly the duty of the Jail Depart- 
ment to keep the prisoners in a reasonable state of comfort, and, as 
Mr. Hashemy has pointed out, any shortness of funds will cause dis- 
comfort to the prisoners and prevent their proper accommodation in 
the jail. Mr, Hashemy has complained that the food supplied to the 
prisoners is not quite good. This is open to dispute. But whatever 
that may be, the question is that if the House votes for a larger amount 
for the Jail Department, the authorities will be able to provide for 
more comforts. If there is a cut of even a rupee, then if any increased 
expenditure is necessary that cannot be provided for, as there cannot 
be any reappropriation from any other head. It is quite unneoessary 
for me to make a lengthy speech in connection with the present motion, 
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and, apMr. Hashemy has pointed out, the increased demand is all due 
to the increase in the number of prisoners. I, therefore, oppose this 
cut. 

The motion of Dr. Amulva Ratan Ghose was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr* P. BANERJI: “That the demand of Rs. 9,15,000 under the 
head ‘25A — Jails — Central Jails’ be reduced by Rs. 5,00,000.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rp. 9,15,000 under the head “25 A — Jails — Central Jail” be re- 
duced by Rs. 3,50,000. 

Besides the Presidency Jail, there are four central jails — two under 
I.M.S. superintendents and two under officers who were formerly de- 
puty superintendents. No Superintendent has been recruited from the 
rank of jailors. The Indian Jails Commission has recommended that 
some of the superintendents should be recruited from the jailors but no 
attempt has been made to carry out the recommendations of the Indian 
Jails Commission. Even in Bihar and Orissa, some of the jailors have 
been selected to act as superintendents and deputy superintendents but 
in Bengal, no Indian jailor has been selected either for the post of 
Superintendent or for the post of Deputy Superintendent. I do not 
know why the post of the Jailor of the Alipore Jail is reserved for the 
European. There should not be any bar to the appointment of an 
Indian to the post of Jailor of the Alipore Jail. There is no necessity 
for maintaining four European warders for the Alipore Oentrul Jail. 
There should be rigid economy in the manufacturing department. In 
theory the deputy jailors have got executive duties and the assistant 
jailors have to do clerical duties but in practice there is no difference 
in work between deputy jailors and assistant jailors. But the deputy 
jailors get higher salary than the assistant jailors, and this creates 
heart-burning amongst the officers. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Th# Hon’blt Sir B. B. CHOSE: I oppose this motion. I)r. Ghose 
has said that the number of jail officials should be reduced. But, Sir, 
if the prison population increases, it is impossible to reduce the number 
of jailors and other officers who have to look after a large number of 
prisoners. It is even difficult to reduce the number of jail officers who 
have been engaged either temporarily or for a number of years. Sir, 
we have economised by the recent ten per cent . cut and I may tell the 
House that there has been a good deal of grumbling among the jml 
officers because they say that as there has been no cut in the Police 
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Department, why should there be any cut at all in the Jail Department. 
I think, Sir, there is no good ground for any further reduction, and I 
oppose this motion. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was then put and lost. 

5 p.m. 

Mr. R. MAITI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 9,15,000 
under the head “25 A — Jails — Central Jails,*’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(in order to draw attention of the Government to the grievances of the 
prisoners, particularly political prisoners in central jails, regarding diet, 
accommodation, lmd treatment by the authorities, non-supply of 
mosquito curtains and other complaints). 

Sir, these are the grievances which are of daily occurrence in the 
jail, but the authorities do not seem to pay much heed to them. So I 
have thought it proper to ventilate these grievances on the floor of this 
House. Sir, us regards the diet the less said, the better. Dietary’ 
arrangements in the jails are hopelessly had. Ain oil or any spices 
are hardly put in the curries prepared for the prisoners. The Hon’ble 
Member in charge of this department being a Bengali, can easily 
understand how unpalatable and insipid is the taste of the curries 
when prepared without oil and spices. The prisoners, particularly 
the political prisoners who mostly belong to the Uuuhalok class, very 
often request the Superintendent to taste the curries in their presence 
so that they may have uu opportunity of looking at his distorted face 
before they are allowed to eat such tilings. Sir, it is no exaggeration 
to say that this is a sort of food which is quite unfit for human consump- 
tion. I am sure the prisoners will rather prefer to have one curry 
properly cooked with the necessary ingredients to any number of those 
prepared without them. 

As to the accommodation in the jail, the condition is still worse. 
Prisoners are at times accommodated in a place which has a capacity 
for much less. In the Midnapore Central Jail, there is accommodation 
for about 1,200 people but at the present moment some 2,000 prisoners 
or so have been housed there. The number has almost doubled. One 
can easily understand what tremendous inconveniences are being felt 
by the inmates of the jail on that account. This state of affairs is 
really deplorable. If the jail authorities are not in a position to make 
proper arrangements for the accommodation of the prisoners in the 
jail, it is better that the Government should at once issue instructions 
for housing the excess number of prisoners elsewhere, or failing that, 
for their immediate release on that ground. Either of these two 
courses must be adopted, else there is no justification for putting so 
many together in a place suited for a less number of people, to the 
detriment of their health and safety. 

Then, Sir, there is the bad treatment towards the prisoners by the 
jail staff. Instances there are too many, but suffice it to mention 
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here outur two instances in order to show the nature of such treatment. 
I have noticed some of these incidents while visiting the jail myself. 
My personal experience is that the warders are allowed to control the 
prisoners according to their own whims and caprices, though the 
authorities connive at their actions. Once the prisoners were making 
complaints to me when all on a sudden the warder, who was standing 
by my side, rushed forward and made them stand properly by giving 
them a good shake and a push, as if they were undergoing an ordeal 
of a military drill. It seemed to me, Sir, that the main object with 
which the warder did such a thing was to inspire awe and fear in their 
minds so that the prisoners might not have much to complain against 
them. Though he was immediately taken to task by me still such 
occurrences are happening every day and at all hours under the very 
nose of the jail authorities concerned. Their rude behaviour towards 
the prisoners is absolutely shocking. This is almost unbearable for 
the political prisoners who are generally respectable and belong to a 
better cla*s of people. Sir, on account of these rude behaviours aud 
inhuman treatment by the authorities of the jail, the inmates of the 
jail are never made to feel that it is the house of correction but it is a 
place for torture. 


Now, Sir, as regards the non-supplv of mosquito curtains for the 
prisoners in jail, it is a standing grievance of the inmates of the juil. 
It is well known to everybody how uncomfortable we feel if we ure to 
sleep at night without curtains in places where these pests are in great 
abundance. Doctors are generally agreed that in malarious districts 
it is not at all safe to sleep without curtains if one wants to protect 
himself from attacks of malaria by mosquito bite. So, Sir, from any 
point of view mosquito curtains are absolutely necessary for the popula- 
tion in jail or outside. It stands to no reason that you will supply 
mosquito nets for “A” class and “B” class prisoners, but none for 
Division III prisoners. You must consider that they are also human 
beings and require the same protection for health inside the jail as one 
outside it. Division III or “ C ” class prisoners, though th«r mode 
of living and status in life is somewhat different from the A class 
and “B” class prisoners, have at least one thing in common so far as 
the use of mosquito curtains at their own homes are concerned. Kven 
the poorest of the poor uses » curtain at least, if not anything else. 
Now Sir, what justification is there for not providing the < class 
prisoners with mosquito nets in the jail? As an excuse, you may pleat 
want of sufficient funds but, Sir, if you are once convinced of the'fa.t 
that provision of mosquito curtains would be an effective method for 
dealing with the malaria problem among the jail population you cannot 
.hut out it. immediate introduction. When money can he made aval li- 
able for huge expenditure on police demands it earn Bbo ** *?£ 
able from anv source whatsoever. Somehow or other money must be 
found out for this long-standing grievance of the jail population. Sir, 
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there are many more complaints so far as the jail administration is 
concerned. But the time at my disposal is very short. So I would 
refrain from multiplying instances after instances. But at the same 
time I cannot resist the temptation of saying a few words about the 
reply the Hon’ble Sir B. B. Ghose gave to my question No. 130 on 
the 15th instant. Sir, a good many persons were arrested under the 
Emergency Powers Ordinance at Contai, Tamluk, Ghatal and sadar and 
brought over to Midnapore in a conveyance for detaining them in the 
Central Jail. It is an admitted fact that these places are at a con- 
siderable distance from the jail, covering several days’ journey on foot. 
But when they were released, Sir, after a certain period of detention 
in the jail, they were not paid anything as expenses for their food and 
going back to their respective homes, as they were neither convicts 
nor undertrial prisoners. May I ask the Hon’ble Member what are they 
then? If they do not come under the -1 ail Code, 1 do not see any reason 
how they could be detained in the jail to which the code applies. Does 
it not, Sir, stand to reason and common sense at least that you bring 
them under arrest in a conveyance from a long distance and ask them 
to go away without food and journey expenses? Even the detenus who 
are also neither convicts nor undertrials are entitled to all such ex- 
penses after their release. I fail to see why such differential treat- 
ment was meted out to those detained under the Emergency Powers 
Ordinance. No other civilised Government could have ever thought 
of according such sort of treatment to any person whom they preferred 
to detain. 

Last of all, Sir, there is one thing to which I should like to draw* 
the attention of the Hon’ble Member and it is this: The Hon’ble 
Member should make it a point of visiting these jails once or twice a 
year, and though it has never been the practice with them before, such 
a visit, I am sure, will remove many grievances of the jail inmates. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


MiUlvl 8Y1D JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Last year while speak- 
ing on a similar motion I characterized the policy of the Government of 
Bengal with regard to jail administration as inhuman, barbarous and 
immoral. This year, if I am so permitted, I would use still stronger 
language. First of all I would bring to the notice of the House the 
appalling state of affairs in the Hijli Additional Jail. Then I would 
give a graphic description of the condition now prevailing in the Dum- 
Dum Additional Jail. Then I will turn to Eastern Bengal and give a 
description of the Dacca Central Jail. But before I give a description 
of the treatment meted out to political prisoners I would like to refer 
to the case of Ghulasx Zilany, son of a prominent zamindar of Dacca. 
He was lodged in the Dacca Central Jail and placed in Division HI; 
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while Inhere he was attacked with typhoid. The medical officer, the 
Jail Superintendent and the Subdivisions! Officer all recommended the 
release 0f this prisoner on the ground of ill-health. But unfortunately 
the Additional District Magistrate of Dacca, Mr. Tufnell-Barrett, did 
not allow the prisoner to go out and if I am allowed to say, Sir, Mr. 
Tufnell-Barrett abetted this homicide. The recommendation of release 
by the Superintendent and the Subdivisions! Officer was made on the 
4th February last and Mr. Tufnell-Barrett passed orders on the 10th, 
when the unfortunate voungman bail already expired in the Dacca 
Central Jail. 

Then, again I will cite another instance for the information of the 
Hon’ble Member. Maulvi Abdul Hai, coming from a very respectable 
family, I can say, the most respectable family in the Burdwan Division, 
is now* lodged in the Dum-Dum Additional Jail, and is placed in divi- 
sion III. I do not know, Sir, the policy of Government in classifying 
prisoners. As far as my knowledge goes regarding the new revised 
Jail Code every member will agree with me that men of respectable 
families, good social status and education and superior mode of living, 
should be classified either in division I or II. I also think that every 
member of the House will agree with me that the gentlemen I have 
mentioned above ail belong to the class which is known as high class. 

I should like to know. Sir, under what circumstances they have been 
placed in division III. 

Then, again, I will give another example. The name of Lai Miya 
is probably known to all over Bengal, at least to all the newspaper- 
reading public. He was placed in division I in the Faridpur Jail. 
When he was transferred from that jail to the Alipore Central Jail he 
was allowed to travel only in the 3rd class. Sir, there is an express 
provision in the Jail Code that Division I prisoners while they are 
transferred from one jail to another will be given inter-class fares. I 
am certain. Sir, that the European sergeants or sergeant who were or 
was accompanying him was travelling in the 1st or 2nd class. He was 
travelling from Faridpur to Alipore on the 22nd February lost with a 

ticket No. I would particularly request the Hon’ble Member to take 

down the number — 32569, a railway pass. 

Then, again, Sir, I would invite your attention to the sufferings of 
lady prisoners in the Suri Jail. My information is that at the Sun Jail 
there are 9 women detenus and I must say that I believe the further 
information — just as Government believe in information supplied by 
their district officers, I believe this with equal justification-that these 
9 women detenus in the Suri Jail are lodged in a place, the area of which 
is 12 ft. by 8 ft. which may he called a regular Black Hole, a real 
Black Hole’ and not the imaginary Black Hole of the British historians. 
You will be surprised to learn that it is only a tin shed ; there are no 
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tiles or anything over it. Just imagine the condition of the lady pri- 
soners at this hot season particularly at day-time. Sir, a number of 
petitions have been made to the Government for transferring them to 
e place which may save them at least from the scorching heat of this 
tin shed. Sir, so far as my knowledge of geography goes, it is a very 
hot jflace naturally. 

Now', again, let me turn to the Hijli Detention Camp. 


6 -15 p.m. 

Sir, I now come to the affairs of the Hijli Additional Jail. About 
1,800 Division III civil disobedience prisoners of various ages are lodged 
there. The conservancy arrangement leaves much to be desired as the 
existing system of disposing of sewage is extremely unsatisfactory. 

The Hon’ble Member said in reply to a question that there was no 
scarcity of w’ater. I shall be able to show' that there is scarcity of water. 


The Hon’ble Sir B. B« CHOSE: I have never said so. The question 
was — was the disturbance due to scarcity Y I said “no”. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: l accept that. 

There is acute scarcity of water, especially for drinking and hath- 
ing purposes, both in male and female jails, w ater being supplied from 1 
tube-well. There are nearly 2,200 prisoners, 1,400 in the additional 
special jail, about 150 in the female jail, 250 or 300 detenus in the 
detention camp and over 400 ordinary convicts to serve the political 
prisoners. The total allowance for cleansing, washing, bathing and 
drinking seems to be less than 1 gallon per day, which is manifestly 
inadequate, the more so in the hot season. 

If something is not 


CAMPBELL FORRESTER: On a point of information, Sir. 
Will the member please lei us know the source of the information which 
he has just given ? 


Maulvi IYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I am not hound to 
give the source of information. 

If something is not done immediately to increase the supply, there 
ia every likelihood of cholera and other epidemics breaking out very 
*oon. Ten cases ot chicken and small-pox have been found to be segre- 
gated. It is not known whether other prisoners were vaccinated to 
guard against infection. Some cases of pneumonia and dysentery have 
also occurred. Fever is a common phenomenon. 
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Havels (with corrugated-sheet roofs and thatched walls) are ex- 
tremely uncomfortable in all seasons ; besides they are generally in- 
fested with venomous scorpions and reptiles. No precautions have been 
adopted by the authorities against these. These are also infested with 
mosquitoes. 

Food is unfit for human consumption. Food is given twice a day, 
once in the day-time at about 12 noon and then at about 5 p.m. 
Nothing is given in the morning not even lapsi. The prisoners have 
to remain without food for about 19 hours at a stretch* t.e., from 
5 p.m. to 12 noon next day. 

Interviewers have to wait outside the Jail under the sun for hours 
together. They are treated with scant courtesy at the time of inter- 
view and have frequently to swallow insults from the sentry at the 
gate. On the 13th instant some of the gentlemen, who went to inter- 
view certain prisoners, w f ero actually pushed away by the sen tty, who 
happened to he there on duty up till noon. I^ater on, consequent on 
protest, the offending sentry was removed. Interview is not allowed 
in practice to continue for more than 2 or 3 minutes in most cases, 
although Jail Rules allow at least 5 minutes. These are the condition* 
of the ITijli Special Jail. 

I shall now come to the affairs at the Dum-Dum Special Jail. The 
prisoners in this jail are put behind a double set of barbed wire fencing 
at the time of interviews. This is unnecessary and irritating, and the 
prisoners are refusing interviews. The Inspector-General of liisons 
visited the prisons on the 28th lebruarv last and insisted on enforcing 
Hard labour, particularly trying works like preparation of ropes. The 
Inspector-General on the occasion left orders for enforcing the obnoxi- 
ous system of “fall in” and “ mrkar salam” and promised for the pur- 
pose,' to increase the number of warders and armed police. It is feared 
there might be a repitition of Hijli there. A party of armed force 
arrived at the jail on the 29th February and created a commotion by 
firing blank shots. I do not know what was the object of firing blank 
shots inside the jail. 

Soaps are not supplied by the authorities for any purpose. Those 
supplied from outside are being refused from 29th February, 1932, by 
the authorities. 

The jail dress for class C prisoners is shorter by many inches than 
the ordinary uniform. It is indecent. The jail dress for women pri- 
soners of the class C is revolting to the sense of decency of even the 
poorest Bengali woman. It leaves a considerable part of the body bare 
or semi-bare. They are not permitted to wear mn§. Some were forcibly 
made to wear the jail uniform. 
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Hindu widows in jails are not being allowed to cook their own food. 
This is an attack on their religion and practice. Some in the women’® 
special jail at Hijli were as a result fasting. 


Then, Sir, I am giving to the House a description of the affairs at 
Munshiganj. One of my friends, Mr. Dhiresh Chandra Chakraverty, 
m.a., was sentenced by the Subdivisional Officer of Munshiganj to two 
years’ rigorous imprisonment under section 115, Criminal 
Procedure Code, for preaching Congress programme at a 
meeting in a village in Dacca on the 26th January 
last. He was removed from the Munshiganj sub-jail to the 
Dacca Central Jail on January 27th handcuffed. A large number of 
people gathered on the roadside at Munshiganj and greeted him with 
shouts of u hande mataram ” . At this the Assistant Superintendent of 
Police, Dacca, a European, who was then at Munshiganj thana near by 
rushed <|ind assaulted Dhiresh Babu with blows on the left eye and 
temple. Being handcuffed he could offer no resistance. Dhiresh Babu 
was rendered unconscious, and the spectacles he wore were broken to 
pieces, both frame and glass. It was most fortunate that the broken 
pieces of glass only scratched the surface and did not pierce into the 
eye, which had thus a very narrow escape from injury. 


As regards the Dacca Central Jail, the description I have given of 
the treatment of Maulvi Gholam Jelani is enough. In other jails of 
Bengal the conditions are similar. In almost all cases and in every jail 
these illiterate warders, probably under the instruction of the authori- 
ties — I do not say under the instruction of the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department — unnecessarily poke them and annoy them. 
I must give a warning to the Hon’ble Member that if things are allowed 
to go on in this way, I am afraid, there may be mutiny at Hijli and 
Dum-Dum jails. If the Hon’ble Member really means business, I 
hope he will visit the places in person and see for himself the state of 
affairs there and inquire into the allegations which I have mentioned. 
I w’ould ask him to take two or three responsible members of the Coun- 
cil, of course regarding myself he will call me an irresponsible back- 
bencher. But I w’ould ask him to take two Englishmen and two Indian 
members of this House w*ith him and see things for themselves and 
judge the situation from the facts as they are. I am sure as regard® 
diet and scarcity of water and other inconveniences from which the 
political prisoners suffer, they would be appreciated by the Hon’ble 
Member himself. 

I would like to say a word with regard to the educated prisoners. If 
a prisoner is a graduate of the Calcutta University or if he is an M.A. 
or M.A., B.L., I think he can rightly claim to be classified at kast k 
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Division* IX. Most of these prisoners now in jail are graduates, M.A.’s 
or M.A., B.L.’s. But unfortunately they have been placed in Division 

in 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seaO 

lfff a ANANDA MOHAN POODARs Sir, the object of a cut motion 
on this head is to ventilate the grievances of the prisoners entrusted to 
the care of the jail authorities in Bengal, Whenever a person is sent 
to jail, he is detained there as a punishment but his detention is meant 
for the purpose of reformation of his character too. He is there 
because he has offended against the laws of the civilised society. Now, 
on entering the prison gate if he finds that the treatment meted out to 
him there is inhuman or unlike that he was accustomed to receive out- 
side, his mind revolts and there remains hardly any room for his reforma- 
tion. This only embitters his mind. Moreover, the punishment awarded 
to him does not include any such suggestion that his health should be 
ruined. So he is entitled to claim such a treatment as may not injure 
his health. But what we find to-day is, that the inmate of the Bengal 
prisons receives such treatment as only embitters his mind and ruins 
his health. Not to speak of reformation, his jail life rather degrades 
him to turn up a sworn enemy of the authorities who are responsible 
for his degradation. Sir, year after year the grievances of the prison- 
ers are brought to the notice of the authorities on the floor of this 
House. But they are seldom paid any heed to. The prisoners of 
Bengal are not properly dressed; it can hardly hide their shame; no 
pillows are given and the blankets are quite insufficient and insanitary. 
As if to bring home the rigours of jail life and to ruin their health, 
no mosquito curtains are supplied. The prisoners’ diet consists of 
course rice and unwholesome vegetables, fish which is a necessary ad- 
junct to a Bengali dish is rarely supplied to the prisoners; the accom- 
modation provided for in most of the jails is quite inadequate, and 
facilities for interviews and letters to the relatives and friends are far 
from satisfactory. Most of the respectable prisoners are placed in divi- 
sion III, though the trying magistrates may recommend for higher 
classes, perhaps to let the prisoners feel the horrors of the jail life. I 
do not like to enlarge the catalogue of the prisoner**’ grievances — but 
one thing I wish to draw particular attention to— U is the utter indif- 
ference with regard to religious scruples, specially that of the Hindu 
widows who happen to be inmates of His Majesty’s jails. As you are 
aware the Hindu widows lead a very secluded life and are too particular 
about their diet and religious rites. Any interference with these 
scruples simply mortifies them and creates utter helplessness in their 
minds. So special care should he taken in dealing with the Hindu 
widow prisoners. The treatment meted out to other female prisoners 
also should be quite different from that of the males. I do not suggest 
that they should be given pampered treatment but they should always 
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be given privileges of special class prisoners. Their health should be 
properly maintained and the moral side also should be protected. Better 
facilities should be given to them for interviews and more opportunities 
for writing letters. 

Sir, unfortunately I find nowadays a very large number of ladies 
and gentlemen have decided to break laws which they call unjust. 
They are led to do so by a patroitic fervour and as a result they are 
thrown inside prison bars. The situation created by these persons en- 
tering the jails is a peculiar one. They themselves do not care for com- 
forts and privileges in their jail life — in fact they never plead for 
being placed in an upper class — they remain satisfied till their self- 
respect is not wounded in any way. But their entrance into the jail has 
brought down a tremendous responsibility on shoulders of the Govern- 
ment. The jails being usually a place for hardened criminals, the 
authorities therein are accustomed to behave in a manner as may be need- 
ed for the maintenance of discipline. But if the political prisoners 
are also treated in a similar manner the result becomes disastrous. 
These persons refuse to be treated as criminals and the jail authori- 
ties are faced with protests and troubles oft* and on. For this reason, 
I submit, Sir, tile treatment to the political prisoners and the ordin- 
ary criminals should be different. Unless and until you do that, 
the feelings in the country remain embittered and the Government 
become unpopular. 

Sir, after all, the prisoners are only human beings and they require 
to be treated as such. Of course there are criminals and the dregs of 
the society in jail — but whatever they may be, they are not beasts and 
should not be treated as such. 

In conclusion, I would like to emphasise that the treatment meted 
out to them should be befitting a civilized Government. 

With these words I like to support the motion of my esteemed friend 
Mr. Maiti. 

6-30 p.m. 

Mr. H. BIRKMYRE. Sir, I regret that I cannot speak with 
exhaustive knowledge on prisons and prison work, but the speech of 
my friend to my right strikes me that there are one or two points 
that should be brought out. The political prisoners and their grievances 
have been very largely dilated on, but it occurs to me that there are 
one or two points, which have been missed by the movers which should 
be mentioned. is quite clearly laid down in the Jail Code the 
exceptions to be made ia the case of special class prisoners and under 
this head come people who have committed crimes of violence and 
political crimee such as sedition. Now, Sir, we have heard a great 
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deal about the grievances of the prisoners in the Dum-Dum Special 
Jail. 1 am not a jail visitor, but I have been in communication and 
conversation with several jail visitors and I have equal justification 
with my friends opposite in accepting the information I have received 
as comet. The information that I have received is that these jails 
are extraordinarily good and that the political prisoners have an 
extremely easy time there. They are well-housed and well-fed, and 
they have a lot of privileges which. I am afraid, are abused and made 
avenues for transmitting to this Council complaints which lake up 
time which might otherwise be spent in constructive legislation. Well, 
Sir, on the subject of these political prisoners, might I draw a 
comparison between the lot of political prisoners in this country and 
the lot of such prisoners in two of the largest European countries — 
France and Russia? French political prisoners are deported to Cayenne, 
and from what one hears of the conditions there, it seems it would 
be better for them if they were quickly done away with. Then we 
come to Russia, of which we hear so much as being the ideal land — 
the land which is going to be the model of all the democracies in 
future. Now, Sir, they are very quick and short in their treatment 
of political prisoners. There is in the Cheka Building in Moscow a 
certain room which is called the “Engine Room" in which political 
prisoners arc dealt with and I believe it is a very quick and short way. 
Now, Sir, we all know that under the Tsarist Regime they used to 
send all political prisoners to Silwria and I do not imagine that there 
is anybody here who would for a moment like to compare that sort 
of treatment as against the treatment that political prisoners receive 
in this country. Last Saturday, Sir, we listened to an extraordinarily 
fine debate in this Council and the speeches then delivered were of a 
very high level, and it seems to me that it is a deplorable drop to 
the discussion of the grievances, real or imaginary, of political prisoners. 
About ten days ago, we listened to a remarkably fine speech delivered 
by Mr. Bannerjee. It was on a similar subject and Mr. Bannerjee 
spoke very forcibly and most appealingly about the importance of 
educating public opinion in Bengal. We want to educate public 
opinion; and by doing so, it seems to me that we would be able to do 
far more for the country we live in and far more in bringing provincial 
autonomy, the goal which we are all seeking to attain, much closer 
if we were to join hands to get this political trouble settled by all 
aections of the communities combining to get a really educated public 
opinion, we should be able to make political crimes and political 
agitation so out of date in a very short while that we should lie able 
to open the prison-doors and release all political prisoners. 

laby SATYENDRA NATH ROY! Sir, at the outset I must admit 
that my knowledge of jails is very limited because I have been a non- 
official visitor since June last. Of eourse, much depends on the 
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personnel of the jail staff in which the prisoners are lodged. I may 
say, however, that in the Alipore Central Jail of which I am a non* 
official visitor we have got a very sympathetic Superintendent. On 
the 9th March last 1 visited the Jail and there were about 450 division 
III political prisoners. I asked them what I could do for them. All 
of them were educated men and they did not care for asking for any 
comfort because they said that they had gone to jail of their own accord. 
There was only one thing which (hey impressed upon me and that 
was the supply of mustard oil for bathing purposes. I understand 
that this is allowed to division I and II prisoners but not to division 
III prisoners. The Hon’ble Member himself being a Bengalee knows 
very well that mustard oil is quite essential for bathing purposes for 
Bengalees and the way they impressed the matter upon me showed 
that it was a legitimate grievance of theirs as they felt its want much. 

There is another thing about which I was told by a division I 
prisoner whom I know personally. He told me that divisions I and II 
prisoners have nothing to do after six O'clock and are locked up in 
their wards. It was suggested that they might hold, say. for 2 hours 
a sort of primary class for ameliorating the condition of ordinary 
prisoners. Sir, these are the two items which I would place before 
the Hon’bb Member for his consideration. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, in the first place I 
must say that I have no personal knowledge of jails; and in the second 
place I should say that, whatever I may talk here must not be mis- 
understood as the plea of an ndvocate of the people who are in jails. 
On a previous occasion my friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, warned 
us against any attempt to advocate the cause of these prisoners. I do 
not. Well, Sir, I approach the question from the point of view of 
the humanitarian and looking at the matter from that point of view, 
it strikes me that the conditions in jails for all prisoners and not only 
political prisoners are capable of improvement. Now, Sir, 
Mr. Birkmyre assures us that things were sw imming at Dum-Dum and 
that the prisoners were having a very good time. Mr. Hasheray gave 
us chapter and verse of particular instances of grievances of such 
prisoners as were kept there. It strikes me that both of them may 
be right. The general conception that Mr. Birkmyre has got may 
be perfectly true and that the specific complaints mentioned by 
Mr. Hashemy may be true all the same. As a rule, I should say that, 
so far as Government is concerned. the system is not open to very 
great criticism, but the way it is worked out in particular instances 
is certainly open to question. Well, Sir, one of the things about 
which I have got more definite knowledge and a matter about which 
I am able to speak with some assurance is the matter of classification 
of prisoners. The principles laid down by Government are not being 
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carried out and I say thie without fear of contradiction because I 
happen to know of the cases of a number of persons — persons very 
high-placed in life — who have not been convicted of any offence for 
which they might be placed even in division II, but they have all 
been placed in division III. Well, I have not studied the Jail Code 
with that amount of care with which some others have studied it but 
I have listened to the exposition of the principles of the Jail Code 
in this matter from such an able advocate as Sir P. C. Mitter and I 
have borne that in mind. According to that exposition I should say 
that a person belonging to high class of society who has committed an 
offence which is in noil-technical language considered to be a real 
offence, is liable to be placed in division II, whereas a person of the 
same class, if he has not committed such an offence, is placed in 
division I; and division III is for persons who do not belong to the 
higher classes. If that is the principle of classification, may I ask 
on what principle Mr. Birendra Majumdar of Dacca, whose respect- 
ability, I suppose, will not be questioned and who was a member of 
this House some time ago, lias been placed in division III? On what 
principle again, have the sons of Mr. Akhil Chandra Dutt, one of the 
most respectable men in Tippera, been placed in Division HIP I 
should like to know also, incidentally, why these young men, as well 
as Birendra Majumdar, were subjected to the further ignominy of 
being tied with ropes and marched to the jails handcuffed? Well, 
Sir, then again, there are some women convicts who have also been 
placed in Division III— women of education, women of very respectable 
family who have committed no heinous offence but only violating an 
order under section 144 forbidding the marching of u procession or 
joining a public meeting. On what principle, 1 ask, have these 
persons been placed in division III? I shall perhaps he told that 
they had not applied for being placed in a higher division. Similarly, 
there have been other ladies ami gentlemen — a lot of them — who have 
been placed in division III ami I am sure that the Hon’ble Member 
will not be able to justify the orders passed if they were taken up 
one by one even by a most generous interpretation of the Jail Code. 
Well, Sir, if that is so, the question is how fur the Government are 
responsible for it. The Government have made their rules and have 
laid down certain principles and it is up to them to see that these 
rules and principles are correc tly followed. 

5-46 p.m. 

It is no doubt true that the Magistrates in the first instance make 
their recommendations with regard to the classification of prisoners, 
but I understood from the statement made by the Hon'ble 8ir Provash 
Chunder Mitter in this House that in every case in which the matter 
was brought to his notice, he would investigate it and set things light. 
I should go further and say that in every case of a political prisoner 
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it ought to be the concern of the Hon’ble Member to satisfy himse lf 
that the prisoners had been properly classified. I regret to say, how- 
ever, that the position of the Hon’ble Member in charge of Jails in 
these matters is very different. This and other cases have been brought 
to his notice, and I have yet to learn that any action has been taken 
or inquiry made with regard to those persons who have been placed 
in Division III, without any inquiry. 1 am not going into the case 
of ill-treatment of prisoners in jail, because I have no personal 
knowledge of it, but at the same time I must say when we receive 
such information from persons who are responsible, it is very difficult 
to brush it aside simply on the assurance of the Government. We 
have had examples of the sort of information that Government gets 
from its subordinates in the now famous official communique in 
connection with the Hijli incident, and that is indicative of Government 
communiques and statements of Government published merely upon the 
information of officers concerned. I submit, if Government really 
wants us to l>e satisfied that these allegations with regard to ill-treat- 
ment of prisoners are altogether unfounded, then it is bound to appoint 
an independent committee to investigate the matter, to give them 
facilities of visiting these prisoners in jail, and to satisfy us that all 
is well with them. Mr. Birkmyre has pleaded for a reasonable 
attitude on our part, and asked us not to waste our time over these 
mutters, but to educate public opinion and create an atmosphere, a 
favourable utmosphere, to usher in provincial autonomy or responsible 
Government, or whutever it is. The atmosphere which is sought to 
be created wdll not be created so long as these persons w T ho have been 
condemned to jail are not treated in the way which would bring them 
to the side of the Government when they come out. If they have 
a rankling sense of injury within them, no matter how* eloquent we 
may he to persuade them that they ought to do this or that, the moment 
these prisoners are released and the story they tell the people about 
their treatment in jail, is believed, our eloquence would be futile. 
If we want to have peace in future, it is of the utmost importance in 
the first instance to placate the prisoners, make them satisfied that 
they have been weU-treuted in jail. If this is done, if they have been 
well-treated, well and good; if they have not been well-treated, woe 
unto the day when these men come out after Bengal gets its reformed 
constitution. 

Batiu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I want to say 
a few words about what I have proposed in my motions. With regard 
to this question, it cannot be said that it is a proposal which we are 
bringing forward in this Council for the sake of creating a sensation. 
This question has been raised in this Council not for the first time, 
but for the third time. The first time this question was raised in 
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1930 at budget time, when Sir P. 0. Hitter was good enough to tell 
us that 4his is a subject which really deserved our attention, and he 
admitted that when he took up the portfolio, this was one of the first 
items which struck him, and since then he had heen investigating the 
matter, so this question of mosquito curtains is not a new question. 
This problem is a leal one, not simply a figment of our imagination, 
and it is clearly admitted that it requires investigation, and the result 
was that in the budget discussion of 1930, we were told that the matter 
was under investigation in one jail, and that if it was successful it 
would be extended to other jails. But we were told at the same time 
that Dr. Bentley was of a little different opinion. He suggested 
not exactly an alternative remedy but an additional remedy, and he 
gave us to understand that if within a radius of half a mile from the 
jail all the breeding places of mosquitoes were attacked and dis- 
infected, that would give a much better result at a much lower cost. 
He also gave us to understand that that is what he proposed to 
do as it involved very little expenditure, a nominal expenditure of 
Rs. 1,000 per jail. We expected that something would be done by 
about this time, but a few days ago we were surprised to hear in reply 
to a question raised with regard to the mosquito curtains for the 
Presidency Jail, that the Jail Code did not allow it. I do not know 
how' the Jail ('ode has been interpreted, but we do think it is a real 
obstacle. Sir P. <\ Hitter agreed that the matter required investigation 
and that investigation was being earned on. We have not yet heard 
the results of that investigation. We have not heard anything about 
the disinfecting or the killing of lump. No information has heen 
given to us whether that investigation was carried out and whether 
the result was successful or not. It may he said that funds will not 
permit of this investigation. But this is a question on which there is 
no difference of opinion and on which we are all agreed that these 
jail prisoners ought to l>e guarded against an attack from malaria. 
The question of funds should not «tunil in the way. l)r. Bentley's 
proposals involved a very nominal expenditure. If you cannot spend 
anything, if vou have no funds-it is your perpetual answer that there 
is no fund,— I do not understand what useful purpose will be served 
by the Hon’ble Member sitting there being in charge of the portfolio. 
He can vacate his office and save the amount of hi* salary which might 
be spent towards the comforts of the jail population. We want to 
be earnest and we want to begin work at once. We have information 
that this year some prisoners at Dum-Dum were attacked with malaria 
and had to be removed to the Presidency Jail, and one of the caoes 
ended fatally. These mosquito curtains are a necessity m many of 
the jails where malaria is rampant; that is a question which really 
needs attention more than anything else. We have been told that 
the health of the jail population is all right. It is not only a queation 
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of preventing the causes of malaria, but it is a question of giving 
these prisoners as much comfort as they are entitled to. They cannot 
have proper sleep without mosquito curtains and want of sleep certainly 
does affect their health. The Hon’ble Member was simply saying 
that the Jail Code did not allow it, but we say we will not tolerate 
the prisoners being bitten by mosquitoes. You may change the rules 
if necessary. We should like to know what is being done in the light 
of the results of the investigation that has already been made. We 
will not be satisfied merely with the statement that the Jail Code does 
not provide for any attempt being made in that direction. Anytfay, 
the people will not be satisfied until they are told of the results of 
that investigation. 

Then with regard to the oil. I believe we had an answer from 
Sir P. C. Mitter in 1931, when I raised that question. If all the 
European prisoners in jail are supplied with soap, I think certainly 
oil should also be supplied to Indian prisoners. Oil is a necessity 
for Indians and there is no sense in denying them the use of it, the 
cost is very nominal, and we had an assurance that an order would 
be issued in that direction. Now we hear from one of the members 
that in one jail, oil is not being allowed to be used. Surely the 
assurance of the Member ought to have some value, and we should 
not have to come again and again to this House with the same question. 

With regard to their diet, I think there is room for improvement, 
and it will not cost more to have a little more supervision. What 
happens in the jail is this : The prisoners are served with their diet 
about 12 o’clock when the Superintendent is off duty. I suggest that 
the hour should be changed from 12 to 11 when the Superintendent, 
who is a reliable officer, is present and can hear complaints. At 
present all the complaints are made to the jailor or the deputy jailor, 
which is simply a cry in the wilderness. With a little more attention 
and a little more supervision, the Hon’ble Member can do much in 
the way of removing these complaints. We have heard it said by 
one European member to-day that our jail population is much better 
treated than in Russia or France. The answer to that is that India is 
not Russia or France; in Russia they have their compensating 
advantages, it is the majority of *he people who rule there ; but here in 
India we are not ruling but being ruled. Our grievances and complaints 
are as many and as various as are unheard of in those countries. 
Comparison between India and Russia and France is odious and lacks a 
sense of humour on the part of those who make them. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have a similar motion. May I 
not move it now, or would it be taken up separately? 
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Ilf« PRESIDENT: In the present case, I have decided not to take 
up all the similar motions together because they are many in number 
and such a procedure will shut out various other intervening items 
of interest. 

6 p.m. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: In rising to speak on this 
motion, I should first of all state that I am in entire agreement with 
the point of view expressed by my friend Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen 
Gupta, namely, that the Jail Code itself makes ample provision for 
most of the contingencies that we have been discussing for the last 
half an hour, but the real trouble arises on account of the manner 
in which the provisions of the Jail Code are actually applied in 
practice. Sir, as an illustration I would like to refer to the question 
of mosquito curtains. The Hon ’hie Member will recall that some time 
ago a suggestion was made that mosquito curtains might be allowed 
to be sent to the prisoners at Dum-Dum Jail bv outsiders not in the 
name of any particular individual prisoner but sent for the benefit 
of the prisoners as a whole. Some technical objection, Sir, to this 
proposal was then raised that such curtains were being sent by persons 
who were neither relatives nor friends of the particular prisoners. 
Sir, to put it mildly that we* a highly technical objection which is 
perhaps known only in a court of law. But I must here acknowledge 
that when the matter was brought to the notice of the Hon ’hie Member 
himself, he at once looked into it and issued necessary directions 
allowing the use of such mosquito curtains. 

I appeal to the Hon ’hie Member to consider, if lie has not considered 
this already, whether he should not apply this principle in the cases 
of jails other than the Dum-Dum Special Jail. 

The Hott’bto Sir B. B. CHOSE: This has been done for all jails 
and that was done simultaneously. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: That is one piece of good 
news which will please every member of this House. I mention this 
just to illustrate the point which was raised by Dr. Sen Gupta that 
perhaps the Jail Code was not always defective, hut the real trouble 
arose on account of the unsympathetic way in which the details were 
being administered by the local officers. Sir, we would like fo know 
from the Hon’ble Member when he makes his reply as to the steps 
that Government has taken with a view to supply mosquito curtains 
to the prisoners. This question was discussed on the floor of the House 
last year and an assurance was given by the then Member-in-charge 
to which our attention has been drawn by Mr. S. C. Ray Chowdhury. 
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There i» another specific complaint which has been made by my friend, 
Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, to which I would invite the special 
attention of the Hon’ble Member; that is about the scarcity of water 
in the additional jail at Hijli, which raises a very serious issue. 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: Instructions have been issued to 
the Public Works Department officers and probably this has been 
done by now. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, it has been stated by 
Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that the total allowance for cleansing, 
washing, bathing and drinking seems to be less than one gallon per 
day per person. If this is true, it discloses a very serious position, 
and I hope the Ilon’ble Member will please see that the matter is 
rectified. 

Sir, there is just one point which arises from the speech which 
Mr. Birkmyre delivered a few minutes ago. We are very much 
interested in the way in which he concluded his speech. But I am 
afraid, Sir, his reference to Russia was rather ill-chosen. Mr. Birkmyre 
seems to say “look at these jails in this country, they are like so many 
heavens compared with the jails in which the political prisoners were 
kept in a country like- Russia. M Tt may lie so, or it may not be so. 
I have no experience of what happened in Russia and I am sure 
Mr. Birkmyre has no such experience. But does Mr. Birkmyre or 
any of his friends sitting on those benches actually desire that we 
should witness things in Tndia as have been witnessed in Russia? If 
Mr. Birkmyre’s point of view is that there has not yet been ample 
or sufficient repression in this country, well I would say that 
Mr*. Birkmyre has to wait for a few yeai’s longer and will realise what 
the serious consequences of the present policy may lead t-o. But, Sir, 
I have no quarrel with him because, as I have said just now, he ended 
with a very conciliatory note. I think there is no difference of opinion 
as to the question that all of us desire to bring this present state of 
things to an end, but that involves a discussion of the general problems 
which do not come within the purview of the present motion. But, 
Sir, one point that 1 would ask hon’ble members to bear in mind is 
that these prisoners who are called political prisoners cannot be 
com pared with the ordinary prisoners who are to be found in every 
country. There is no doubt. Sir, that they do occupy a special position 
and as such special recognition has been given to them by the Govern- 
ment itself by having special rules for classification and other things. 
Sir, there is no doubt that the laws, the special laws which are now 
found in operation, are of an exceptional character, and persons who 
break them are not thereby lowered in the estimation of the public. 
It is in the interest of Government to see that these prisoners are 
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proper^ftreated , for I suppose it is nobody's intention that they should * 
be kej& in jail for ever; and when they come out, it will be in the 
intereel of Government itself* if they come out not with greater 
feelings of animosity or hatred towards Government than what they 
happen to entertain just at the present moment. For, it has been 
well said that political prisoners of to-day are very often the pillars 
of the state to-morrow. 


Mauhri TAMKZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I would like to say a few 
words particularly in reference to certain matters which I would have 
liked to raise in connection with some other motions hut which may 
he raised as well in connection with the motion now under discussion. 
It is almost an admitted fact that the failure of the Government to 
supply mosquito curtains to division TIT prisoners is a matter of great 
regret. The argument which is very often advanced from the 
Government side, is that it will entail a good deal of cost so much 
so, that it is not possible under the present circumstances to comply 
with this demand. Sir, so far as that argument is concerned, I do 
not think that it is at all a sincere argument, lieeause we have seen, 
that when necessary. Government cunnot only spend more money 
hut can spend even double the amount that is ordinarily spent on the 
jail administration. We have seen that under the present circumstances 
which are no doubt of an extraordinary nature, the expenditure under 
the head “Jail” lias enormously increased and Government has to find 
enormous additional sums for the administration of jails. Now the 
thing is, thut the Government does not consider the question of 
supplying mosquito curtains to prisoners us of very great importance. 
Had it been so, it would not have been impossible to find out. the 
money necessary for the purpose. Hut this is a question on which 
the feeling of the country is very very strong and I think it is not 
advisable at all on the part of the Government to delay a practical 
decision of this question any longer. Even admitting that it is not 
possible for Government to supply sufficient funds just at present to 
meet this demand in full, the Government can very well adopt a 
progressive policy ho far as this question is concerned. Some of the 
worst areas may l»e chosen and in the jails in those areas, the 
Government can make provision for the supply of mosquito nets. In 
that way, in the course of a few years, Government will he in a 
position to supply mosquito nets in all jails or at least in those jails 
where it is absolutely necessary. I hope the Hon'hle Member-in- 
charge will consider this aspect of the question. 

Now, I would like to say a few words about another question, — 
the treatment that is meted out to political prisoners. Under the 
present Jail Code, political prisoners who are classed division III, 
cannot be called political prisoners. Whatever that may be, I hare 



452 


DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. [21st Ma*ch, 

oo e n w ith my own eyes that prisoners who have a high status in 
society f for example; doctors, pleaders, distinguished graduates, have 
all been classed as division III prisoners and I found in the Faridpur 
Jail particularly that these division III prisoners are not allowed to 
use even their sandals. Government will not supply them with shoes 
or sandals but even if they make a request to the jail authorities that 
they should be allowed to bring their sandals from outside, that too is 
not acceded to on the plea that there is no such provision in the Jail 
Code. I submit, Sir, this is a very serious matter that gentlemen with 
a high status in society should be compelled to move about in jails 
without their shoes or sandals on. If Government has no money to 
supply shoes to these prisoners, I cannot understand why they cannot 
be permitted to bring them from outside. There may not be any 
provision in the Jail Code, hut is it not high time that the Jail Code 
should be amended so far as these matters are concerned? It is also 
a common complaint nowadays that these prisoners are not given a 
little mustard oil’for besmearing their persons. It is a crying complaint 
of Indian prisoners. Sir, many of these prisoners can very well get 
a supply of oil from outside but that is also not allowed under the 
Jail Code, I think, Sir, that so far as these matters are concerned, 
the Jail Code can be easily amended, or a more liberal interpretation 
may he put upon the provisions of the Code. Then Government can 
easily do without creating discontent amongst the prisoners, and that 
also without any expense of Government funds, simply hv permitting 
prisoners to get a supply of these things from outside. This is a 
matter which also deserves serious consideration on the part of the 
Hon ' * hie M ember-i n -charge 

With these few words I support the motion. 

f At ti-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at p.m.l * 


Mtulvi $Y ID MLALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I put a question 
to the Hon’ble Member? It is this : in view of the financial crisis and in 
view of the large numbei of political prisoners daily pouring in and in 
view also of the status and education of these political prisoners, will 
the Hon'ble Member kindly see that division III prisoners are allowed 
to use their own clothings and use their own mustard oil supplied from 
outside? Also, 


Mr. PRI8ID1NT: 1 cannot allow you to proceed any further, it 
would be making another speech. You have put your question and I 
think the Hon’ble Member will answer it if he thinks fit. 
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NMvi 8YE0 JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: It ia a very short on, 
and it is this: Will he also very kindly see his way to relax the rale 
about mosquito curtains in respect of class III prisoners, so that they 
may get some comfort? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: My only apology for speaking to-night is the 
fact that I have been a jail visitor for quite a number of years. I have 
taken an interest in jails and in jail administration. Every time I visit 
a jail I am a pessimist for the rest of the day, but I can honestly say that 
within recent years there has been a considerable improvement in the 
general administration of jails. I have frequently discussed the question 
with jail superintendents past and future, and with the Hon’ble Sir 
P. C. Mitter I had many interesting and instructive discussions. The 
mover of the motion has made specific complaints that the arrangements 
for food are generally bad. When I go to a jail I do not go at any 
stated time; I pop in at any hour of the day when I am not expected nor 
do the jail authorities know that I am coming; I have been there when 
the food was being prepared, when the food was being served. I have 
frequently tasted the curry and I can truthfully sav that it was extra- 
ordinarily good . That the food supplied is not bad but good is proved 
by the fact that the prisoners’ weights improve. Many gentlemen will 
agree with me that the prisoners are much better off in prisons than when 
they are out of them. That refers more particularly to the ordinary 
prisoners. 

As regards political prisoners, referring to llabu Satish Chandra Ray 
Chowdhun ’s comments on Mr. Henry Birkmyre's observations on 
Russia and France, 1 think Mr. Birkmyre’s point was that political 
prisoners in India are extremely fortunate in beinjf under the British 
Government who treat them with fairness, in a spirit of justice and do 
not carry out anything in a spirit of ;ui against them. In Russia and 
France the opposite is the case; right or wrong, a political prisoner in 
any one of those places is always in danger of losing his head ! 

Mtlllvi EYED JALALUDDIN HABHEMY: What about England? 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: I have been in some British prisons and I can 
aay Hub that conditions in Bengal compare on the whole favourably with 
conditions prevailing in England. 

But reverting to the point under discussion, I am voicing the feeling 
of a very large number of Europeans in this country as also of many 
Indian gentlemen, that the treatment meted out to political prisoners 
in India, is really far too good. The treatment accorded to them is an 
incentive to them to go to jail and speaking as a visitor to jails, I may 
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gay that inside the jail they are much too well off. They are not treated 
an prisoners at all; they receive excellent treatment. I have geen 
detenus in jail* supplied with a whole library of books, illustrated 
papers, daily paper* and every conceivable literature. They are not 
prisoners at all; they are merely under restraint. They have nothing to 
do and they fill up their time manufacturing imaginary grievances. 
They have nothing else to do! There is a feeling abroad (a feeling to 
which I do not subscribe) that they are not well treated when they go to 
jail ! 1 cannot understand this feeling when such humanitarian treat- 

ment is meted out to political prisoners. I think it is admitted that too 
much sentiment is ajlowed to sway public opinion as to the treatment 
of these people. From my own personal observation I can say that they 
are quite well treated and I do not think it could be bettered in spite of a 
lot of inflammatory speeches that have been made, voicing all sorts of 
imaginary grievances I It is possible that regrettable incidents do occur 
in certain jails but when you are dealing with thousands of these prisoners 
every day of the week, and when the jail administration is not organised 
to nope with such a vast number, ii is quite likely that in some instances 
regrettable incidents will occur, but I do maintain that the spirit of 
making the exception the rule, is not fair but is definitely wrong. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: In the first place I would make nn appeul 
to the lion’ hie Member to see that political prisoners are not sent- to 
division III. 1 shall he much obliged if the Hon’ble Member will kindly 
give us nn assurance that men who are sent to jail on charges of having 
participated in the civil disobedience movement or oth^r charges of a 
political nature are not sent to division III. These men are not criminals 
in the sense in which we understand the word. A criminal act must be 
a self-regarding act, but in this case their acts are quite unselfish, 
although looked ut from your different points of view they may he such 
acts as you may not agree with. They are altruistic and selfless acts and 
this is what marks them off from the acts of an ordinary criminal. 

There is only one other matter. With regard to the central and 
additional jails I find that there are no M.L.C. visitors, and I suggest 
that it would be of very great help if members of this Council were made 
visitors to the additional jails. 

The Hon'ble Sir B. B. CH08E: With regard to the remarks of my 
friend Mr. B. C. Chatterjee that M.L.O.’s should be made visitors to 
central jails and additional jails all I can say at present is that I will 
consider his suggestion if any M.L.C. will express his willingness to 
act. 

I may say at the cutest in answer to many of the statements that have 
been made by different members of the House that the Jails Deportment 
does not consider any prisoner as political prisoner. This department 
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deals nftk prisoners as prisoners only. They are not treated either with 
greater |eyerity than ordinary prisoners or with greater leniency. The 
divieio3$|i!iiade according to the rules in the Jail Code are not with regard 
to the A offence committed but with regard to the status and 
social position of the prisoners; but iu certain cases it is laid 
down that no prisoners should be placed in class I, and such cases 
are when one Jiaa been convicted of a heinous crime. The division of 
prisoners into classes is primarily the duty of the trying magistrate, and 
where a trying magistrate is not aware of the status or social position or 
education of the prisoner concerned — as I said in answer to a question put 
to me some time ago in this session — the trying magistrate has no option 
but to place him in class III. 


6-45 p.m. 

Information reached me with regard to certain classifications when 
the magistrate has said that prisoners clo not give him facts for the 
purpose of classifying them in u higher division than division 111. Then 
the usual practice is that if any prisoner makes an application stating 
his position as required by the Jail Code, it comes through the proper 
officials and these are considered and the prisoner is placed in a higher 
division in a proper case. Probably hundreds of such applications come 
and the prisoners are raised to a higher division. In many cases the 
prisoners themselves do not choose to make any application ; perhaps 
they think that having come to jail, as Mr. Satyendra Nath Hoy has said, 
on a question of principle, they are prepared to suffer and on that 
principle they do not choose to make any application for being placed in 
a higher division. Rut in many cases their relations come forward and 
say that such and such prisoners have been placed in a lower division and 
that they should be placed in a higher division. Ordinarily those 
applications are not considered, because we do not know about the temper 
of the prisoners, as they might not be agreeable to be placed iu a higher 
division. I have been informed of one particular case in uhich the 
prisoner, who was sought to be placed in a higher division, said that 
unless his fellow prisoners in the jail were placed in a higher division, he 
was not prepared to be promoted to a higher division. F ruler these 
circumstances, I do not think it is wrong for the Jail Department to 
insist usually upon a petition being made by the prisoner himself or 
herself, for being placed in a higher division and such petitions are 
considered carefully. 

The next question which I think I should deal with is the question 
of ill-treatment of prisoners. If there is any complaint of ill-treatineut 
that is inquired into and proper steps taken. But, as a matter of fact, 
during my period of office I have never heard of any ill-treatment of 
prisoners by warders. Only one instance was brought to mv notice 
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yesterday and steps we being taken with regard to that %ase. On the 
other hand, we have received applications from different persons, for 
instance, with regard to Dum-Dum Special Jail, that prisoners there 
make great noise to the great inconvenience of the residents near about. 
These prisoners are not always very law-abiding, as my friend Mr. 
Hasbemy will be able to tell us. Instances have occurred, for example, 
when the Inspector-General of Prisons visited a special jail, he was 
treated in such a way that he had to take disciplinary action. If these 
civil disobedience prisoners had acted always with due regard to the Jail 
(’ode rules and had treated the jailors in the ordinary way, then there 
would have been no complaint whatsoever of ill-treatment in these jails. 
As a matter of fact, the jailors in the Bengal jails, other than the 
Presidency Jail, are our own countrymen and they have no incentive to 
treat any person of bhadralok class or of the labouring class in a bad way. 

With regard to the difficulties that have been brought to my notice 
about the want of water-supply in the special jail at Midnapore, it was 
brought to my notice about a fortnight ago and proper gteps have been 
taken. I dare say, fresh supply of water has been procured. With 
regard to other jails in which there has been difficulty of water-supply, 
it was due to the municipality repairing their reservoir, and that 
difficulty has since been remedied and the prisoners are now supplied 
with sufficient water for their ordinary purpose. I may say that in 
Midnapore there is always scarcity of water. 

Having regard to the one minute time that is at my disposal I 
will only say a word about the women’s dress. Mr. Hasherav said that it 
is indecent. I do not know why he said that. Two kurthas and saris 
are supplied to them. The sart formerly used to be 42 inches wide and 
now it is 44 inches. 

[Here the time-limit for the discussion of the grant under the head 
“25 — .Tails and Convict Settlements” was reached and the Hou’ble 
Member resumed his seat.] 

The motion of Mr. H. Maiti w-as then put and a division taken with 
the following result: — 


AYES. 


All, Mautvi Huun. 

•tMrji, Mr. P. 

baau, tabu Jatindra Hats. 

•bail, Mr. Maraud ra Kumar. 

•ata, Mr. t. M. 

Obattarjaa, Mr. B. C. 

Obaudhuri, Babu K i iba r i Mate*. 
Obtudbury, Maulvi NurmJ ABaar. 
Patiullali, MuuJiM Muham m ad . 
Bbaaa, Dr. Amutya Kata*. 

Ha aim, Mautvi Abdul. 

Haabamy, Mautvi Syad Ja l a l udd i u. 
Naaua, Kaii I m d adu l. 


Hatain, Naarab Muabarruf, Kban Bahadur. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 

Maiti, Mr. It. 

Maakarjaa. Mr. SyamajM'atad. 

Paddar, Mr. Auauda Ma baw . 

Rahman, Mautvi Acitur. 

Rai Mabaani, Muaindra Dab. 

Ray, Mr. tbanti SbakbartMmr* 

Ray Ok aar d bur y , tabu tatiab Chandra. 
Rant, Babu Haaaai. 

Ray, Babu Satytadra Hath. 

Dm Batata, Dr. Har aab Cbaa d r a. 
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KtMM, MauNi Abul. 

Ktrr, Mr. W. 4. 

Kkan, Muutvt A m lu-aMumii. 

KImm, Klmn Sablb MauM Muimn AH. 


lai, laftN Lalit Kumar. 

Barttuy, Mr. 0. 

Birfcmyrs, Mr. H. 

BtanSy, Mr. C. N. 

Buttumtoy, Mr. 4. M. 

Cbuu Sb u rt, Khan BaAatfur Maulvi Attmut- 
saman. 

CbauUburi, Kbau Bahadur Maulvi Haftiur 
Rahman. 

Chaid hury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Capfiiimr, Ma j a r -Ba n a ra l W. V. 

C — p a r. Mr. C. 8. 

Dali*, Mr. 8. R. 

Paraqui, tha Han’hla Hawab K. 8. 

Khan Bahadur. 

Parnin, Mr. L. R. 

aanpali. Rai Bahadur tutil Kumar. 

Bhaaa. tha Han'bta Sir B. B. 

Bbuxnavl, tha Han'bla AlhadJ Sir Ahdal- 
karim. 

Bilahriat, Mr. R. N. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Bumar, Mr. C. W. 

Muaaain, Mau'vi Latafat. 


t aaa an , Mr. 8. W. 

Mapuira. Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han'bla Mr. A. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Has. Rararaud B. A. 

Natimuddin, tha Han'bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Pbilpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Prantiaa, tha Han'bla Mr. W. D. R. 
Rahman, Mr. A. f. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur* 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Mr. K. 0. 

Raas, Mr. 4. 

Ray, Mr. tailaawar binph. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Mr. Bijay Praaad Btach. 

Barkar, Blr Jndunath. 

tarkar, Rai Sahib Rahati Mahan. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Thamaa, Mr. M. P. 

Travart, Sir Lanaalat. 

Wilkinaan, Mr. H. R. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 

Warthinctan, Mr. R. H. 


The Ayes being 25 ami the Noes 52, the motion was lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 48,95,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “25 — Jails and Convict Settlements” was then put and 
agreed to. 


The following motions under the head “26— Jails and Convict 
Settlements” were not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs “That the demand 

of Rs. 11,13,260 under the head ‘26 A — Jails — District Jail— Dietary 
charges' be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the character of the 
diet served to prisoners).” 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAILULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 11,13,250 under the head ‘25A.— Jails— District Jails— Supplies and 
services — Dietary charges' he reduced by Re. 1 (to express disapproval of 
the contract system).” 

Or. AMULYA RAT AN CH08E: “That the demand of Rs. 23,33,000 
under the head *25A. — Jails — District Jails' be reduced by Re. 100 (to 
raise a discussion on the Hi jli Detention Camp shooting incident and the 
Govern merit inquiry).” 
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Htli BADI AHMED CHDWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rr. 23,33,000 under the head ‘25 A. — Jails — District Jail be reduced by 

Re. 1 (more food for third class prisoners).” , A 

Maulvi HAM^N ALI and Maulvi tYED JALALUDDIM 
HA8HEMY: "That the demand of Rs. 27,06,566 under the head 

<26A. Jails — Supplies and services’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a 

discussion about the Division III political prisoners with regard to their 
diet and clothing— particularly female prisoners).” 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: "That the demand of Rs. 27,06,566 
under the head ‘25A.— Jails— Supplies and services’ be reduced by 
Rr. 100 (to disapprove of the policy of not permitting Division III 
prisoners the use of clothes and beddings supplied from outside).” 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 27,06,500 
under the head ‘25 A. — Jails — Supplies and services’ be reduced by Rs. 1TK) 
(to draw attention to the sufferings of Division III prisoners for not being 
provided with mosquito curtains).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 27,00,560 
under the head *25A. — Jails — Supplies and services’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the discontent prevailing amongst the civil 
disobedience prisoners of Division III in the Faridpur Jail on account 
of the impression allowed to prevail amongst them that the food supplied 
to them does not strictly conform to the scale of dietary prescribed by the 
Jail Code and on account of permission being withheld for the use of 
clothes and beddings supplied from outside).” 


Bafeu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : “That the 
demand of Rs. 4,72,100 under the head *25A. — Jails — Contingencies' 
be reduced by Rs. 50 (supply of mosquito curtains and oil to prisoners).” 


Mr. P. BANERJI: “That the demand of Its. 00.000 under the 
head *25 A. — Jails — Charges for Police custody* be reduced by Rs. 101 
(to raise a discussion about the treatment of prisoners),” 

Babo 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs 1,38,000 under the head ‘25A.— Jails— Charges for 
the Bengal Ordinance Act detenus in jails outside Bengal' be refused. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,38,000 under the head *25A.— Charges for the Bengal 
Ordinance Act detenus in jails outside Bengal' be reduced by the sum of 
Ra. 100 (to raise a discussion about the discomforts of the detenus and 
press for the appointment of non-official visitors from Bengal). 
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K»»WWH ' WOHAIf CWAPDHtffil i “That the demand of 
Ra. 45$fc,000 under the head *25A — Jail*’ be reduced by Rs. 10,00,000. ” 

Maulvi SYEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HASSAN 

ALI : MThat the demaud of Rs. 46,00,000 under the head ‘25A. — Jails’ 
be reduced by Re. 1,000 (general policy with regard to the classification 
of political prisoners).* * 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: “That the demand of 
Rs* 46,00,000 under the head 4 25A.-Jails* be rednced by Rs. 1.000 (to 
raise a discussion about jail administration generally).*’ 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HASSAN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 45,00,000 under the head ‘25A.— Jails’ 
be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (general policy with special reference to charges 
for moving prisoners by Railway Warrants, charges for moving prisoners, 
charges for the Bengal Ordinance Act detenus in jails outside Bengui 
and a few special references to incidents). 


Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HASSAN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 45,00,000 under the head ‘25A. — flails’ 
be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (policy of granting interviews and medical 
treatment).” 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of 
Rs. 45,00.000 under the head ‘25A. — .Jails’ }>e reduced by Rs. 500 
(on the grounds that the religious scruples of the prisoners |mrtieularly 
of the Hindu widows as to dining are not observed in jails and facility 
for performing rites are not allowed).” 

Babu JITENDRALAL 8ANNERJEE: “That the demand of 
Ra. 45,00,000 under the head *25 A. — Jails’ he reduced by Rs. 101 (to 
raise a discussion about the Policy of Jail Administration).” 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAS “That the demand of 
Ra. 45,00,000 under the head ‘25A. — Jails’ be reduced by R*. 100 
(harassment of women political prisoners in the course of transfer).” 


Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 46,00,000 under the head *26 A — Jails’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
aaiae a disenssion on the classification and treatment of prisoners In 
jails).” 
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Mm MTISM CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY t “That the 

demand of Rs. 45,00,000 tinder the head ‘25A. — Jails’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to draw attention to certain defects of the jail administration).” 


Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: “That the 
demand of Rs. 45,00,000 under the head ‘25A. — Jails' be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to urge the necessity for the supply of mosquito curtains in jails 
to all classes of under-trial prisoners).” 


BabU HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: “That the demand 

of Rs. 45,00,000 under the head ‘25A. — .Tails’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
raise a discussion about Government’s failure to remove public grievance 
about the classification of prisoners convicted of political offences).” 


Mr, ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of 

Rs. 45,00,000 under the head ‘25A. — .Tails’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(grievances of prisoners regarding diet, accommodation and no provision 
for mosquito curtains).” 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: “That the demand of Rs. 45,00,000 under the 
head ‘25A. — Jails’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the 
necessity of following generally a more conciliatory policy to enable a 
reduction in the provision made for detenus and the civil disobedience 
movement).” 

Bahu HARIBANBA ROY: “That the demand of Rs. 45,00,000 
under the head ‘25A. — Jails’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to 
the unsatisfactory state of affairs in the Dum-Dum Jails).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of 

Rs. 45,00,000 under the head ‘25 A. — .Tails’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise 
a discussion on the unsatisfactory management of jails and treatment of 
prisoners).” 

HaJI BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 45,00,000 under the head ‘25A. — Jails’ be reduced by Re. 1 (increase 
in the number of Muhammadan officers).” 

H«|l BAOI AHMED OHOWDHURY: “That the demand cf 
Rs. 5,91,000 under the head 4 25B. — Jails manufactures' be reduced by 
Re. 1 (increase in the number of Muhammadan officers).” 



DEMANDS FOR GRAFTS. 


'?K 

1932-1 


Ml 


Mr. jlYAMAPftOtAD MOOKERJEE: “That the demand of 
Eg. 48,96,000 under the head ‘25. — Jails and convict settlements* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (in order to discuss the administration of special 
jails).’ * 


Kaa EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 48,95,000 
under the head ‘25. — .Tails and convict settlements' be reduced by Re. 1 
(to discuss the policy in general).’ * 


Mr* P. BANERJI: “That the demand of Rs. 48,95,000 under the 
head ‘25. — Jails and convict settlements’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise 
a discussion on the action of the Government in placing the department 
under temporary incumbent so frequently)/' 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 pin., on Wednesday, the 23rd 
March, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Pr™J-y» of thi tffipU Legittativi Council asoemblcd under tho 
previsions of tho Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 23rd March, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhuki, kt., of San tosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 110 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starrod Questions 

(to which oral answers wore given). 

Crepe to bo substituted for Jute. 

•156. labu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries 
Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the cost incurred by Government in the propaganda work for 
the restriction of jute cultivation in 1931 ; 

(if) if possible, what portion of the resultant restriction the 
Government estimate was due to — 

(1) the propaganda work; and 

(2) the prevailing low price of jute? 

(b) Have the Government thought out any scheme for enlightening 
the cultivators as regards cultivation of other “money-bringing” crops 
in place of jute in the areas released from jute crop? 

(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the details of the scheme; and 

(it) how do the Government intend to give effect to itP 



QUESTIONS. 


1932 .] 


,P 




f *r 

(d) tl there is no scheme before the Government, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be plowed to state whether the Government propose appoint- 
ing a committee forthwith to go into the question of effecting an 
improvement of the economic position of the cultivators and to suggest 
ways and means f 


MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. Faroqui, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) (?) Its. 2,330, oil account of cost of priuting of leaflets, 
etc. 

(if) It is not possible to furnish the information. Government do 
not claim that the reduction was solely due to their propaganda, but 
this propaganda undoubtedly played a large part in bringing home 
the lessons of the slump to the cultivator. 

(b) an d (<*) Yes. Along with the memorandum explaining the 
situation and advising restriction of cultivation of jute leaflet No. 7 
of 1930 issued by the Agriculture Department advising the cultivators 
as to the crops which would l>c substituted for jute, was widely distri- 
buted. A copy of the leaflet is placed on the Library table. 

(d) The question does not arise. 


Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: With reference 
to answers (h) and (r), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether beyond giving advice gratis any practical guidance has been 
given to the cultivators as to the desirability of sowing seeds other than 
jute!' 


Tha HofTble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: The 

member is referred to the memorandum which contains all the 
information. 


Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdl Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the agencies through which propaganda 
work was carried on? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab K« C* M« FAROQUI, Khan Bahadurs Govern- 
ment officials and local bodies. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether teachers were employed for carrying 
on propaganda work in hat* and bazars, and important centres of jute 
trade ? 

Tlw H«>Wt Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur t I have no 
information whether teachers were employed. 
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P#mt am and paraonal aasiftants attaoNd la oirofa affiosrv af 

Bang*. 

•157. Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Sahadur: Will the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue (Forests) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) the total forest area of Bengal as compared with that of 
Assam; 

(it) the number of circles and divisions in these two provinces of 
Bengal and Assam; 

(tit) the number of personal assistants attached to the circle officers 
of Bengal ; 

(iv) what are the qualifications of the said personal assistants; and 

(v) when they are due to retire? 

MEMBER in oharga of REVENUE (FORESTS) DEPARTMENT 
(tha Hon'ble AlhadJ Sir Abdalkenm Chuznavi): (i) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(u) In Bengal there are two circles divided into ten divisions. 
In Assam there are two circles with eleven divisions, but the post of 
one Conservator has been temporarily abolished. 

(tit) One. 

(tv) He passed the Entrance examination of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, the Second Grade Teachership examination in Burma and the 
Burma Clerkship examination. 

( v ) He may be required to retire in June, 1932. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (i) of starred question 
No. 157 , showing the forest area in Bengal as compared to that 
in Assam. 



Reasrved 

Porcwt. 

Protected 

Forest. 

Unnle— od 
Forest. 

Total 

Area. 


Square mike. 

Square mike. 

Square mike. 

8quaie mike. 

Bengal . . 

6,506 

673 

3.443 

10,6*4 

Assam 

6,133 

Nil 

143*6 

*036* 
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R4 SATYENDRA KUMAR OAt Motors WiU the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state, with reference to reply (»$), whether ia 
view of the smallness of the area in the table as compared with Assam, 
Government contemplates reducing Circle I as has been done in Assam ? 
If not* why notP 

Tht Hon’bto Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI; I would ash 

for notice. 

Rai 8ATYEN0RA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: Will the Hon’bls 

Member be pleased to state whether the qualification stated in clause (tv) 
is sufficient for the post of Personal Assistant to the Conservator of 
Forests? 

Mr. H. C. V. PHILPOT: Yes, 1 think so 

Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: With reference to 
answer (r), may I know how many extensions were granted to this 
Personal Assistant? 

Mr. H. C. V. PHILPOT: So far as 1 know, he has not been granted 
any extension. 


Distress in Tangail. 

•ISA Maulvi HUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUPdl: Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to 
state what steps have been taken by Government up to date to alleviate 
by agricultural loans, test works, gratuitous relief, etc., the distress 
and sufferings of the poor agriculturists and labouring classes in the 
char area of the Tangail subdivision and in portions of Tangail, 
Mirsapur, Basail, Kalihati, Gopalpur, Ghatail and Nagarpur thana* 
resulting from the last devastating flood? 

MEMBER in ohargt »f REVENUE DEPARTMENT (ths Hott’ble 
Sir B. B. Ghost): The following sums have been spent: Its. 48,000 on 
agricultural loans, Its. 4,300 on gratuitous relief, partly from Govern- 
ment money and partly from other sources, and Rs. 16,750 on test relief 
works out of Rs. 26,000 hitherto allotted for the purpose. Government 
officers have also assisted the private relief agencies which opened 
gratuitous relief centres. 

Rai KESHAB GHANDRA BANERdl Bahadur: Will the Hon'bU 
Member be 'pleased to state whether any action was taken under the 
Famine Code? 
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Th. HM’bte Ur B. «. CHOSE I Famine relief works are carried on 
under the Famine Code. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state the reason why test relief works have been stopped, although 
there is still considerable distress in that area and the sum allotted for 
the purpose has not been entirely spent? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE* This has been done by the district 
board, as they probably think it is not necessary at present. 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state whether the balance of Rs. 25,000 after 
spending the sum of Rs. 17,750 on test relief works is still available? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: Yes. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to stub* whether, in view of the discussion in Council, 
he will be pleased to call for a special report from the subdivisional 
officer as regards the extent of relief necessary? 

Tha Hobble Sir B. B. CHOSE: We are receiving reports from him 
and so it is not necessary to ask for a special report. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to mention the names of the private agencies which have been 
working in these areas? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir B. B. CHOSE: They are many and it is difficult to 
mention them all. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Does the Hon’ble Member 
remember the names? 

Tha Hoct’bla Sir B. B. CHOSE: I ask for notice. 

Maulvi HUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that one Kamini Kawar committed suicide for want of food and 
another person died of starvation, and several other deaths occurred in 
thana MirxapurP 


Tha HacYbta sir B. B. CHOSE: We have no information* 
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M for next harvost in Tangail. 

•Ufc MOMlvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: ya) U the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) of the destruction of the paddy and jute croi>s by the last gj'eat 
flood in the Tangail subdivision; 

(it) that the majority of the cultivators stand in immediate need 
of aus and avian paddy seeds and jute seeds for their next 
harvest ; 

(in) that the bulk of the cultivators have been reduced to extreme 
poverty and are unable to pay for the price of the seeds they 
require; 

(vv) that sufficient quantity of paddy and jute seeds not being 
locally available, seeds will have to be provided for from 
outside ; and 

(r) that unless some sort of arrangement ta made without delay 
by the Government to advance seed loans or make free dis- 
tribution of seeds to the needy cultivators in the affected 
areas in the Tangail subdivision, most of the paddy or jute 
lands arc sure to remain fallow and the. condition of the 
people is sure to become worse next year? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what measures do 
the Government contemplate to adopt for the purpose of solving the 
seed question in Tangail? 


The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: (o) (/) Yes. 

(it) Yea. 

(Hi) No. The latest report is that there is no demand for further 
loans for buying seeds. 

(it?) No. It is reported that the local supply is sufficient. 

(v) No. It is not apprehended that any paddy or jute lands will 
remain fallow. 

(b) No measures in addition to those already taken are considered 
necessary. 


Ma«ivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: With reference to 
answer (iti), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to furnish us the 
dates of the reports and the name of the officer who reported? 


TIM Hoft’bt# fir B. B. CHOSE: I would ask for notice. 
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Mr. H. §. SUHRAWARDY : la the Hon’ble Member aware that 
several non -official agencies in Tangail have clamoured for paddy seeds 
and there are several deputations which are ready to wait cm the Hon’ble 
Member on the question of allotment of funds for paddy seeds ? 

Tin Hon'bta Sir B. B« CHOSE s The information is that we have 
been asked to receive a deputation and I do not know of any local 
clamour, at least it has not been reported to us. 

Hr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that if 
paddy seeds are not distributed, very large tracts of land will lie fallow? 

Th# HoiYWf Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer is given in (r). 

Babtt SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state when the last report as regards the condition 
of Tangail was received? 

THa Hon 1 bit Sir B. B. CHOSE: 2nd March, 1932. 


Separation of th# Legislative Department and tha Council Department. 

*160. Mr. A. F. RAHMAN: (a) With reference to the reply given 
to starred question No. 56, dated the 24th July, 1931, and the supple- 
mentary questions thereto, will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Legislative Department be pleased to state whether the Government 
have considered the question of the separation of the Legislative 
Department and the Council Department in a joint meeting of the 
Government? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, when was it considered? 

(c) If the question was not considered at a joint meeting, — 

(t) by whom was it considered ; and 

(tt) why was it not discussed in a joint meeting of the Government? 

(d) Was the Hon’ble President invited to the meeting for his 
opinion ? 

(a) Are the Government in a position to lay on the table the full 
proceedings of such a meeting together with the correspondence that 
passed between the Hon'ble Member-in-charge and the Hon'ble 
President and also with the views of the President presented at that 
meeting? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Government have examined the Hon’ble 
President’s suggestions fully? 



QTTE8TION3, 
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(g) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of placing the result of the examinations 
before the Council in view of the Hon’ble Member’s assurance to this 
House f>n the 24th Jiily, 1931 ? 


MEMBER in eharga of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 

Hen’Mo Sir B. B. Chooe): (a) to (g) The member is referred to the 
answers given to starred question No. 113 by Mr. S. M. Bose on the 
14th of this month. 


BatW JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is the Rouble Member 
aware that the committee which was appointed by Government to deal 
with this matter suggested that the question of the immediate 
separation should he laid before the Council for an expression of the 
Council's opinion thereon ? 


The Hon’bte fir B. B. CHOSE: It is difficult for me to answer 
because I do not know the facts. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is not the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of this department? 


The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I have been since the 26th of 
January last. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: My question is— What are 
the practical difficulties in accepting the scheme of separation submitted 
by the Legislative Department? 


The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: It has been stated in the reply. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: It has not been stated in 

the reply. 


The Hon’bte Sir B. B. CHOSE: I cannot state anything further. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I want to know whether he 
“cannot” or he “won't.” Let him say whether he cannot state the 
information for reaeons of State and therefore declines to answer, or 
whether he does not possess the information* 
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ProfMMr of Physiology in tho Calcutta Modioal Cottage, 

•161. Bahu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) the names of the candidates who applied for the post of Pro*- 
fessor of Physiology in the Calcutta Medical College with 
their respective qualifications; and 

(it) the name of the candidate actually selected for appointment 
with his qualifications? 

(ft) Is it a fact that a committee was appointed for the selection of 
candidates? 

(c) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, who were the members 
of the committee and who appointed them? 

(d) Was the Principal of the Calcutta Medical College a member of 
the said committee? If not, why not? 

(<?) Were the members of the said committee appointed for their 
special knowledge of the subject of Physiology? 

(/) Wus any attempt made to enlist the sendee of any leading 
medical men or scientists in the said committee having special 
knowledge of the subject as regards teaching or research? If not, why 
not? 

(o) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the 
candidates who were selected for interview by the said committee, with 
their respective qualifications? 

( h ) Is it a fact that candidates having higher academical and 
research qualifications as also experience in teaching the subject of 
Physiology, in particular, were not selected for interview? If so, why? 

(t) Is it a fact that the candidate selected for appointment had no 
special qualifications in Physiology and no teaching experience or 
research qualification in the subject? 

(;) If the answer to (t) is in the affirmative, what were the con- 
siderations that led to the appointment of such a person in preferenee 
to others? 


MINISTER in oharga of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MINT (the Hofbie Mr. Bijoy Pratntf Singh Roy): (a) (*) A list is 
laid on the table. 

(h) Dr. Premankur J)e, b.sc., m.b., m.r.c.f. (Edin.). 

(b) Yes. 
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(c) The Government of Bengal appointed a committee as in the list 
laid oil the table. 

(d) No. The head of the institution where a vacancy occurs is not 
necessarily a member of a selection committee. 

(e) All the members of the committee were eminent medical men. 
Amongst the members Dr. U. N. Brahmachari holds the highest degree 
in Physiology, i.e.„ Ph.l). in Physiology. He is the only medical man 
in Bengal holding such degree and is the Post-Graduate Lecturer in 
Physiology' of Calcutta University and examiner of Physiology in all 
higher examinations, M.Sc., etc. 

(/) See ( e ). 

(g) A list is laid on the table. 

(h) No. 

(t) No. 

(j) Does not arise. 


List referred to in the answer to clausa (a) (i) of starred question 

No. 161 . 

N*MKS of ( AMHDATK.s. 

(1) I>r. Harbans Lai Chopra, m.b., b.s. (Punjab), o.t.m. A H. 

(Rug.), P.P.H. (Iiondon Academic), m.h.c.p. (Ireland). 

(2) Dr. Tribhowandas Gobaldas Paymaster, m.b., b.s. (Bombay). 

(3) Dr. Premankar De, b.sc., m.b., m.h.c.p. (Edin.). 

(4) Dr. D. C. Majumdar, m.b. (Allad.), m.h.c.p. (Lond.). 

(5) Dr. G. B. Mankad, m.d. (Bom.), m.h.c.p. (Loud.). 

(6) Dr. 0. A. Shanta, m.b. (Cal.), m.h.c.p. (Lond.). 

(7) Rai Satish Chandra Banerji Bahadur (l.m.s.). 

(8) Dr. Bijali Behari Sarkar, n.sc. (Edin.), m.sc. (Cal.). 

(9) Dr. R. K. Pal, d.sc. (Edin.), m.h.c.p. (Edin.), l.r.c.p. A a. 

(Edin.), l.r.c.p. (Glas.), m.b. (CW.), M.sc. (Cnl,). 

(10) Dr. P. D. Kapur, b.sc. (Glas.), m.a. (Glas.), r.c.s. (Lond.), 

M.B., CH.B. (Glas.). 

(11) Dr. Satindra Kumar Sen, n.sc., m.b. (Cal.), l.m. (Dub.), 

d.f.h. (T.C.D.). 

(12) Dr. B. C. Ghosh, m.a. (All.), l.b.a. (Lond.), m.a., m.b., b.s. 

(Cantab.). 

(13) Rai Bahadur Harendra Nath Daa, m.a., m.o. (Cal.). 
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(14) Dr. Lai Mohan Ghoehal. 

(15) Dr. Mad an Mohan Dutta. 

(16) Dr. Amulya Eatan Ch&krabarti, b.sc., m.b. (Cal.), m.e.c.p. 

(Edin.). 

(17) Dr. Charubrata Boy, b.sc., m.b. (Oal.). 

(18) Dr. Rajendra Nath Kundu, m.b., d.t.m. (Cal.). 

List referred to in the answer to clause (c) of starred question No . 161 . 
Selection Committee. 

The Burgeon-General with the Government of Bengal. 

Li. -Col. H. W. Acton, c.i.e., i.m.s. 

Dr. IT. N. Brahmachari. 

Lt.-Col. Sir Ilassan Suhrawardy. 


List referred to the answer to clause (g) of starred question No. 161 . 
Candidates selected foe interview. 

(1) I>r. Premnnkur De, b.sc., m.b., m.e.c.p. (Edin.). 

(2) Dr. Bijali Behari Surkur, m.sc. (Cal.), d.sc. (Edin.). 

(3) Dr. P. D. Kapur, m.a., b.sc., f.c.s., m.b., ch.b., d.r.t.c. 

(4) Dr. Satindm Kumar Sen, b.sc., m.b., l.m. (Dub.)., d.p.h. 

(T.C.D.). 

(5) Dr. Amulya Ratan Chakra vorty, b.sc., m.b., m.e.c.p. (Edin.). 

(6) Rai Bahadur Dr. Harendra Nath Das, m.a., m.d. 

Bate* JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the post which this candidate occupied 
before he was appointed Professor of Physiology? 

The HofPbto Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: He was Assistant 

Professor of Pharmacology in the School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta. 

Bate! JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Has Pharmacology got 

anything to do with Physiology f 

Tha Hon’bt* Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It has a great 

deal to do and that is the opinion of the experts. 
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lifts JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Had he any teaching 
experience of Physiology before? 


Tim Hon’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYt For the informa- 
tion of the member, I may read out the opinion of the expert committee 
which selected this candidate, and I think it will satisfy the member. 

Babtl JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. I 
have asked for some specific information, will not the Hon’ble Minister 
give me that information? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is, perhaps, giving you the information you 
want ; if you are not satisfied, you can rise again and put another supple- 
mentary question. 

The Hon’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Premankur 

De was chosen by the committee because he was considered suitable by 
age, he was 38J years, high special qualifications in all the important 
teaching branches of practical Physiology, which were part of his daily 
routine in conducting pharmacological investigations. 

Many of the candidates had good qualifications as bio-chemists but 
very few bad any real experience in animal experimentation, and 
microscopic anatomy, and the practical laboratory work associated with 
the teaching of these branches of Physiology, as Ur. I)e has. His work 
as a teacher and general character were also well known to several 
members of the committee. The only other candidate combining these 
qualifications was considered too young for the charge of such an 
important professorship and his teaching experience was only in a small 
medical school. 


Baby JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Has Ur. Premankur De any 

experience in anything else besides Physiology? 

The Hon'hle Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 

that question arises. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: My question is about the 
competence of the gentleman appointed. Did he hold any post in 
Europe or not so far as Physiology is concerned? 

Tht HatYMt Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We accepted the 
opinion of the expert members of the committee. 

Mr. PRISIDBNT: The member wants to know whether he p o ss ess es 
the particular qualification . 



474 QUKSTI0N8. # [23md MjMB, 

The Hen’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Babe JITENDRALAL BANNER4EE: So far as this University is 
concerned, what is the extent of his qualifications in Physiology? 

The Hon’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: An ordinary post- 
graduate. 

Baku JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I take it that he was a 
Chatter jee graduate? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow this question. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Has he any qualification aa 
a past student of Physiology? 

Th« Hoff'ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think he has 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Among the candidates, who 
was officiating as Professor of Physiology in the Medical College? 

Thi Hon* bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us whether the candidate was unanimously recom- 
mended by the Selection Committee? 

Tlw Hon’bli Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Of course. 

BabU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Was not Dr. Premankur De 
rejected just a year ago, when he applied for a post in the Presidency 
College? 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think he was 
not selected, 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Which University confers the 
degree of Ph.D. in Physiology? 


Thi Hon’bli Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice 
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Unstirred Questions 

(a nswers to which were laid on the table). 


iff 


Number of persons arrested under the Criminal Law Amendment laws 
after their aoquittal by oourts. 

86. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROYS Will the IWbl© Mem. 
ber in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the number 
of persons who have been arrested up to date under the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act of 1930 or the Bengal Criminal I#aw Ordinance, 
1931, after acquittal by Oourts of Justice? 


MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bis 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentioo): Forty-two. 


Civil disobodionoo movo mont prisoners, dftsnus and State 
prisoners. 

87. MbUSlvi HA8SAN ALh Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of prisoners convicted in connection with the civil 
disobedience movement beginning from 1st January, 1932, 
to 30th January, 1932, in Calcutta and in different districts 
of Bengal showing the figures separately for — 

(i) males, 

(ti) females, 

(ru) Muslim males, 

(ttO Muslim females ; 


(b) the number of persons detained under Criminal Law Amend- 

ment Act in different parts of Bengal showing the ffgurec 
separately ; 

(c) the names and numbers of persons deported from Bengal to 

other provinces; 

( d ) the number and names of persons detained under Bengal Regu- 

lation No. Ill of 1818; and 

(e) the number and names of persons in Calcutta and other place* 

of Bengal who have l>een served with notices under sections 4 
and 57 of the Emergency Powers Ordinance? 
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Tin Hotl’Mo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) The information is 
not available. The member is referred to the reply given to hia 
•tarred question No. 110 on the 14th March, 1932. 


<*> 

In jails in Bengal 

206 


In Buxa Camp 

166 


In Hijli Camp 

208 


In Ber ham pore Gamp 

138 


(c) Nine. A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) Twenty-one. A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) The number of orders under sections 4 and 57 of the Emergency 
Powers Ordinance in force, as reported on 12th March, 1932, was 
1,966. Information is not available as to the names of persons served 
with orders under these sections. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause ( c ) of unstarred question 

No. 87. 

Names of persons deported from Bengal to other provinces under 
the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930. 

1. India Chandra N a rang. 

2. Sushil Kumar Banarji. 

3. Jamaluddin Bukhari. 

4. Ram Kissen Brahman. 

5. Asoke Singh. 

6. Mahu Singh alias Mahan Singh. 

7. Sat yah rata Ghosh alias Renu. 

8. British Chandra Bose Ohaudhuri. 

9. Prem Singh Prem. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clause (d) of unstarred question 

No. 87. 

Names of persons detained under Bengal Regulation III op 1818. 

1. Jiban Lai Qhatarji. 

2. Benoyendra Nath Roy C^iaudhuri. 

3. Satya Bhusan Gupta. 

4. Monoranjan Gupta. 
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Bhupendra Kumar Datta. 


1 Aran Chandra Guha. 

7. Ramesh Chandra Acharji. 

8. TrailokhylNPharau Chakra bartti. 

9. Pratul Chandra Bhattacharji. 

10. Surendra Mohan Ghosh alias Mudhu. 

11. R&bindra Mohan Sen Gupta. 

12. Pratul Chandra Ganguli. 

13. Jyotish Chandra Ghosh. 

14. Suresh Chandra Das. 

15. Purna Chandra Das. 

16. Bhupoti Mnsumdur. 

17. Basik Ijal Das. 

18. Bhupendra Ki shore Rakshit Roy. 

19. Mr. Subhas Oh an dm Bose. 

20. Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta. 


21. Sarat Chandra Bose. 


m 


Matllvi HAMAH ALI: With reference to answer (<?) will the 
Hou’ble Member be pleased to state if it is not a fact that a notice 
under section 4 of the Emergency Powers Ordinance was served on 
Maulvi Abdul Hakim, a member of this House ? 

The Hon* bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I believe it was. 

Maulvi HAMAN ALI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether he is a Congress man? 

The Hoft’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not the vaguest 

knowledge of this. 


Withdrawal of remark*. 

The HonMMe Mr. A. MARR: 1 want to mention that last Saturday 
we had a little controversy over certain words that had been used by 
some members. 1 am glad to say that we had a meeting afterwards, 
and I think that the members concerned will agree that it is fair that 
they should withdraw the remarks made by them. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABUs 1 personally confess that I 
went beyond the limits of parliamentary language in my speech on 
Saturday list, and with your permission, I withdraw' the last portion of 
my speech. 
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Mr. H. •• fUMRA WARDY : If I have in any way said anything 
which may he considered excessive or unparliamentary, or which may 
have given offence to my vast number of Hindu friends, I am quite 
prepared to withdraw it. 


The Hofl’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I beg to move that the record be 
amended accordingly. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: This is in conformity with the decision I gave 
on the point. I think this should satisfy the House. 


Motion for adjournment 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I beg to move for an 
adjournment of the House to discuss a question of urgent public 
importance, namely, the unuBual and unreasonable delay in the 
separation of the Legislative Department and the Council Department. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 received a notice of a motion for the adjourn- 
ment of the House for the discussion of a matter of definite and urgent 
public importance, namely, the unusual and unreasonable delay on the 
part of Government in giving effect to the immediate separation of the 
Legislative Department and the Council Department. I may tell the 
House that I gave my consent to that motion subject to this reservation 
that it would not be given effect to if the Hon'blc* Member in charge of 
the Legislative Department gave his consent to another motion on the 
same subject, notice of which I had received under section 78A and 
which I had admitted. I understand that the Hon’ble Member con- 
cerned has refused his consent to that motion being moved under 
section 78A. I have, therefore, given my consent to the moving of this 
adjournment motion. 

Thi H Oft 1 bit Mr. A. MARR: On a point of order, Sir. Before a 
motion for adjournment can be discussed, it must be on a matter of 
im mediate public importance. This matter is not immediate; it Ium 
been under consideration for some months past. There was a motion 
under 4 ‘22 — General Administration” to discuss this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that is more or less a matter of opinion. 
In my opinion this matter is definite, urgent and one of public 
importance. As I pointed out to the House, I would have very much 
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wished that the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Legislative Depart- 
meat hid made it possible for the other motion on this subject to come 
up before the House. In any case, I think under the rules I cannot 
prevent this motion being moved unless the House decide otherwise. 
Is there any objection ? 

Mr. C. G. COOPER: I object on principle. 

M*. PRESIDENT: Will those in favour of the discussion of the 
motion, please stand up? 

[More than the requisite number of members having stood up.] 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The member has the leave of the House. I fix 
4 o’clock to-morrow for the discussion of this motion. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

26 — Polioa* 

MEMBER in charge ef POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hobble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 2,03,95,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “26 — Police/’ 

I am well aware that this is an enormous sum to ask for — it is a 
larger sum than is spent on police in any other province in India; it is a 
larger percentage of the revenue expenditure than that of any other 
province in India. But admitting all that I am afraid I must ask the 
Council to grant this sum because it is required for the proper 
maintenance of law and order in this Province. If you will look at the 
figures in the red book you will find that there was a big increase in 
the cost of the police between 1928-29 and 1929-30, and another between 
1929-30 and 1930-31. The figure for which I am now asking for 1932-33 
is only slightly larger than the figure for 1930-31. Ijarge as this sum 
is, it does not mean that we have met ail the requirements of the police 
force in Bengal ; there are other large requirements before us, but they 
have been held back by Government, not because they were not satisfied 
that they were desirable but because we cannot honestly state at present 
that they are absolutely necessary, and recognising the financial 
position of the Province we have decided to run certain risks and do 
without the additional police force for the present. For example, as 
regards the position in Chittagong, but for the assistance given os by a 
neighbouring Government, we would not have been able to retain the 
force of police required there in recent months. The Assam Government 
lent us a certain number of military police, and in consequence we have 
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been able to avoid the necessity of increasing our military police force. 
At present in Chittagong we have also the help of troops, which might 
not have been necessary had we had a large enough reserve force. I 
mention these facts to assure the Council that while the sum asked for is 
so large, it is not an extravagant sum ; it does not meet all the require- 
ments of the Province and we have had to borrow from another province 
to enable ns to carry on. 

I have heard it said from time to time that the expenditure on the 
gasetted ranks of the police is very large, and that there is considerable 
room for economy there. Yesterday I went through the figures roughly 
in order to see what the expenditure was on gasetted ranks, and on 
other ranks, and I find that only 5*8 per cent, of the expenditure asked 
for is for gasetted ranks and 62*3 per cent, for the ranks of inspectors 
and lower ranks. As regards the distribution roughly 20 per cent . of 
the grunt is spent in Calcutta, Hi per cent, is spent on superintendence, 
t.u., the Inspector-General of Police, and the staff of the Deputy 
Inspectors-General of the Bengal Police force. The provision for the 
Bengal Police, i.e., the ordinary police force in the districts, is about 
64*75 per cent, of the total and for the C. I. D. 61 per cent. Only a 
very small amount, viz., *4 per cent, is for buildings. The members of 
the Council who come from the mttf atari know what the state of police 
buildings is in the mufatta] and they must realise how absolutely absurd 
is the amount that we ask for compared with the needs. They know 
the state of the thanas in their own districts and how many of these 
have proper buildings. 


3-30 p.m. 

Sir, there are a large number of motions of which notice has been 
given. I do not propose to make any generul remarks on these motions 
at present. I will deal with them as they arise. 


MUNINDRA DEB RA1 MAHA9AI: I beg to move that the demand 
of K«. 2,69,000 under the head “20A — Presidency Police — Superin- 
tendence” l»e reduced by Re. 1,000 (to discuss the desirability of 
preventing assaults by Presidency Police). 

Sir, it was undoubtedly a matter for regret that I should once again 
in this session raise my voice to criticise the department placed in charge 
of my Hon’ble friend Mr. Prentice. But, Sir, as my motion is 
circumscribed within the narrow bounds of this city, I shall have to 
confine my remasks within its limits which would be easier for my 
Hon’ble friend to meet. If not thus fettered, I would have taken 
the earliest opportunity of condemning in no uncertain terms the 
highhandedness of the licensed hooligans, in places which loomed large 



1932. || DEMANDS FOE GBANTS. 431 

in iht |nblic view, who were maintained at public expense under his 
charge to stifle the rising spirit of nationalism in the land. 

Sir r tntil a few years ago, this city of palaces was the metropolis of 
India and a great centre of trade and commerce. Even now it is the 
capital of the Bengal Presidency and is the premier city in India. 
The police for this city are not trained in the provincial police training 
school but get special training of its own within this city. It was, 
therefore, natural to expect that the training given here would be of a 
higher order befitting the position of this great city. They were 
expected to be more cultured, more civilised, more up to date, more 
courteous and more helpful to the public like the police in the West. 
But, Sir, the public have been sorely disappointed. They find that 
there was absolutely little difference between the Calcutta and the 
Bengal Police except in the matter of better uniforms and more 
comfortable accommodations. Another prominent feature of the city 
police was the large number of white sergeants in smart uniforms who 
lorded over the people and lived lordly lives in palatial buildings at 
public expense. The maintenance cost of the city police amounted to 
Its. 43,75,000 per annum while that of the rest of Bengal amounted to 
Rs. 1,43,46,000 — total Rs. 2, 03, 80, 000. From this it would be evident 
that the city police absorbed more than one-fifth of the total demand 
for the police. 

The police force is maintained primarily for the protection of the 
person and property of the citizens. Their chief business was to detect 
thieves, robbers, murderers, swindlers, rioters and to keep a sharp eye 
over the movements of the scum and the dregs of society. But, Sir, 
what do we find in actual practice? The energy of the police force is 
being diverted to other channels to serve the ends of the bureaucracy. 
Although they are paid out of the public exchequer, it was an irony of 
fate that they should so far forget themselves as to lord over their real 
masters who pay for their maintenance under the direction of the 
bureaucracy — the guardians in perpetuity who had usurped absolute 
control not only over the purse but also over their person and property. 
Although the lower ranks of the police are filled by men hailing from 
places outside Bengal the inspectors and the upper grade men generally 
come from good families and are on the whole well educated. In these 
circ umstan ces, better and more civilised standard of police administra- 
tion could have been expected from them, had not slavish mentality, 
self-interest and greed of gold intervened. They have been made to 
imbibe the spirit of their surroundings — I mean the vicious bureaucratic 
circle. 

Sir, I carefully went through the pages of the Annual Report on 
the Police Administration of the town of Calcutta and its suburbs for 
the year 1930 and the resolution of the Government thereon. But I 
was sorely disappointed to find that it was an one-sided report 
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presenting only the bright side of the picture. The dark side has been 
kept back from public view. It cannot be said to be an impartial 
document, and is, therefore, not worth the paper on which it has been 
written. In the report not a word has been said about police terrorism. 
The licensed hooliganism of these pampered children have struck terror 
into the minds of the peaceful citizens. The assaults on innocent 
passers-by using the King’s highway by the police were too numerous 
to need recounting. There was not a word of sympathy for the innocent 
persons whose heads were broken or limbs have been smashed for no 
fault of their own. 

Sir, it was not a pleasant task to criticise the actions of Government 
whenever an opportunity turned up. But, Sir, as popular representa- 
tives it was, I think, our duty to voice in unequivocal terms 
their feelings and sentiments on matters affecting their best 
interests. A strong sense of duty sometimes impelled me to criticise 
very strongly against certain departments of Government, specially that 
of the police which I should have avoided. Sir. law and order was 
essential for the ordered progress of society. The police is the only 
agency through which these could lie enforced. Their task was no doubt 
arduous and onerous in the extreme, but unfortunately no other depart- 
ment of Government was subjected to such trenchant criticism as the 
Police Department. Although they l>ear the brunt of the blow, theirs 
is a thankless task so far as the public was concerned. It was, therefore, 
no winder that the Government should shower high encomiums on them 
in Beasou and out of season to cheer them up in the performance of their 
duties. There must be some justification for doing so. But, Sir, there 
was a limit to everything. The public point of view was that the 
Government have exceeded the bounds and like fond parents have spoilt 
them by over-indulgence. 

Sir, there cannot be any doubt that the police power is the strong 
arm of the State for the enforcement not only of its laws but also of its 
will. The autocrutic spirit of the Government is reflected in the 
imperviousness of the police to public opinion. Its general attitude 
towards the public is also indicative of the autocratic spirit of the 
Government. The unfailing courtesy of the English police reflected 
the democratic spirit of the Government of that country. If autocracy 
goes, as, I think, it will in the near future, the attitude of the police 
towards the public will automatically c hange. 

However, as matters stand, I cannot but condemn the use of the 
police power for autocratic and oligarchic ends and the violation of 
fundamental human rights and liberties. I do not blame any individual 
policeman but condemn the very system under which they have got to 
wofk. 
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Si% the lawless laws have given the police a splendid opportunity 
for th# exhibition of their autocratic powers. I do not like to rake up 
old sores, too galling for the public to easily forget, else I could have 
cited numerous instances to show how the guardians of law and order 
ruthlessly trampled down all sorts of conventions and themselves broke 
the law, for which there was absolutely no justification whatsoever. 
Can anybody in this House, including of course the Hon'hle Police 
Member, justify the hooliganism perpetrated by the white sergeants 
under the Deputy Commissioner Mr. Gordon during their invasion of 
the University buildings and the free use of batons on the heads of 
innocent young men in their class rooms? This was one of the actions 
of these licensed hooligans for which any Government will have to hang 
down its head in shame. 

The Ordinances and the Criminal Amendment haw do not provide 
for the indiscriminate use of the lathi or the baton either on unarmed 
passers-by using the King’s highway or the breaking of heads and 
limbs before and after the arrest of civil resisters. It was a standing 
disgrace to any civilised Government to encourage the revival of this 
relic of the barbaric age in the twentieth century. It w f as cowardice 
pure and rumple to use the lathi or the baton or the rifle on an unarmed 
people on the mythical plea of the throwing of brickbats on them — a 
thing which can rareh he found in the neat and tidy asphalt roads 
of the city. 

However, in the name of civilisation and humanity I should ask the 
Government to put a stop to t he assaults by the jadice — pray, save the 
people from police terrorism. With these words 1 commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, may I move motions 
687, 689 and 722 together? I gave a notice of a special motion and in 
reply to that it was stated that I can move these motions in connection 
with this motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can move only two motions, namely 687 
and 689, now and make one speech on them. 

TN Hon’blt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE; As regards motion No. 722, 
it deals with the District Police whereas motions 687 and 689 deal 
entirely with the Calcutta Police. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is why I ruled that this motion No. T22 
should not be moved at this stage. The member can move motions 687 
and 689 together and make one speech on them. 
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Mmihri IYEO JALALUDOIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move- 

that the demand of Rs. 33,44,000 under the head “26A — I*»ei- 
deney Police — Calcutta Police” be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(general polity and excesses with regard to the present civil 
disobedience movement) ; and 

that the demand of Rs. 33,44,000 under the head “26A — Presi- 
dency Police — Calcutta Police” be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(excesses by the sergeants of the Calcutta Police on the 4th 
January, 1932, at the Sradhananda Park and on the 26th 
January, 1932, at the Maidan). 

Sir, the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department just 
now in his speech said that for the maintenance of law and order in 
the Presidency town of Calcutta about 25 yer cent . of the total expen- 
diture under the head “Police” is spent. Sir, may I ask the Hon'ble 
Member-in-charge very seriously whether the presidency police is 
actunlly maintaining the law and order in Calcutta or whether they 
are really creating unresf anil disorder in Calcutta? Sir, let me for a 
moment change my position and say that there is some necessity for 
rule by the Ordinances. Will the Hon’ble Member tell us whether in 
any one of the half a dozen Ordinances there are any provisions in any 
section for making lathi charges by the sergeants of Calcutta Police? 
I hope be will not be able to say anything of that kind. Sir, in moving 
my two motions I may only point out of two days’ occurrence which 
took place before my very eyes. 

3-45 p.m. 

If the Hon ’Me Member denies this I can say that he will be able to 
deny the very existence of the Government of Bengal. I was present on 
the 4th of January last at the meeting which was going to he held at the 
Mirsapur Park. I was not at all prepared to see such a terrible scene 
which I have never seen up till then in Calcutta. I came all the way 
from Khulna to Calcutta that very day after the arrest of Mahatma 
Gandhi. The meeting was arranged on that day in that park and so 
far as I remember notice under section 62 (a) of the Police Act was 
served upon the organisers of that meeting and some other members 
of the Congress opposition that very afternoon. The public of Calcutta 
were certainly not aware of that notice under section 62 (u) of the 
Police Act and assembled in large numbers in that park. By the by 
I happened to be at that meeting in the Mirsapur Park. At 5 p.m., 
when the people assembled there in large numbers, a large number of 
sergeants with three Or four officers entered the park and without 
giving any notice whatsoever — I say these events happened before my 
eyes and still I am in my perfect senses — I sav that without giving any 
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notice* whatsoever the sergeants began to charge the public in such a 
terrible way and the public began to run hither and thither in such a 
furious Way that the eastern fencing of that park got demolished and 
the people made good their escape by that side. A sergeant, a furious 
sergeant, came running in the direction where I was standing with my 
crutches with some of my friends, and began to beat them so very merci- 
lessly that one of my friends who is an employee of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration — Bolai Babu — fell down on the ground. I was prepared to 
share the same consequences but fortunately or unfortunately the 
sergeant spared me. 

I will make another statement in the House which also occurred 
before my very eyes on the 26th January last. It was on that day last 
year and probably the members of the House are all aware that Mr. 
Subhas Chandra Bose was mercilessly assaulted and I moved a motion 
of adjournment of the House to discuss that matter. On that very day 
this year, that is the 26th January, I happened to be there and to see 
how the people fared at that meeting. I know and agree that under 
the Ordinances and under that particular notice people were not 
entitled to assemble there on that day. If I remember aright there 
was an assemblage of more than 20,000 men in all the streets near the 
Ochterlony Monument. I went there just at 4 p.m. and I found some 
ladies penetrating through the mass of humanity to enter the prohibit- 
ed area. Several sergeants on horse back were running and bafore my 
very eyes one lady, Aruni I)ebi, was given a lathi blow by a sergeant, 

I hope the House will believe me when I say that I went to see her in 
the Presidency Jail, and found that the wrist of her hand was con- 
siderably swollen and she could not do any work whatsoever and in the 
presence of the Jailor she exhibited her hand. I do not understand 
what is the policy of the Calcutta Police and of the officers who are 
guiding and dictating them to deal with the public in this terrible 
manner. An experiment was already made by using lathi$ last year 
and the year before last. If it is their aim to terrorise the people I c an 
say that it has failed in the past and it will also fail in tha future. If 
it is the sacred duty of the police to maintain law and order, are they 
really discharging their sacred duty in Calcutta when almost every 
day these sorts of occurrences are found in the street* of Calcutta ? 
When I rise to speak here and in this House sometimes I forget myself 
and I think I am speaking to a House in an alien country; as if I am 
speaking in a hall in London. I am sure I can convince any Indian 
member of this House regarding the atrocities committed by the 
Calcutta Police. Almost every day members of the House who happen 
to be present at the junction of Clive Street can very well see with 
their own eyes how sergeants deal with the law breakers. I am me 
riieee law-breakers ere prepared to suffer these sorts of consequences of 
their acts. Is it for the Hon’ble Member-in-charge, or is it for a 
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civilised Government a* they profess to be, to instruct the Calcutta 
Police, particularly sergeants, to deal with the public in such a way? 
I have no quarrel if a law-breaker is arrested and taken into custody, 
*or even if inside a prison van he is assaulted, but what have the public 
done so that the police may go on charging them with lathis on all 
occasions invariably when some law is broken and when some civil 
resisters assembled in groups of five or seven? I do not know of any 
single instance when they resisted arrest or when they used any sort 
of violence on any sergeant or police who are deputed to arrest them. 
After their arrest there is generally an excitement or commotion in that 
locality. The police in securing persons begin to make lathi charges 
on the innocent public; on many occasions I have seen this with my 
own eyes and I am sure members of this House have also seen with 
their eyes the poor plight of the public in the hands of the sergeants of 
the Calcutta Police. Under these circumstances I ask the Indian mem- 
bers of this House not to vote the grant askad for by the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber. Certainly the time has come when we shall give a reply to the 
Government who are not prepared to accept any compromise with the 
people of this country. They are bent upon governing Calcutta and 
Bengal with lathi charges and they have already extended a challenge 
to the people of Bengal and they are also bent upon proving that they 
can bring these civil resisters under control by lathi charges. Surely 
we cannot make any complaint when the law is broken and there is 
resistance on tKe part of those who break the law, but when there is no 
such resistance I ask the Hon’ hie Member to state here and to-day w’hat 
may be the justification for the police to ( barge the general public even 
inside the shops — if they go there to take shelter — and run after them 
like mad and furious dogs and beat the public there and destroy the 
articles that are in the shops. In this w*ay they are creating unrest 
and disorder. Under these circumstances I hope this House will vote 
for my motion and refuse to grant the amount asked for bv the Mem- 
ber-in-charge. 

The following motion whs called but not moved: — 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: ‘That the demand of 
Bs. 42,78,000 under tha head “26A. — Presidency Police” be reduced by 
Us. 1,000 (to draw* attention to the misconduct of police officers with 
special references to the incidents at St. Paul's College in October 

last)” 

BMW 4ATINDRA NATH BABUl 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 42,78,000 under the head “26A. — Presidency Police” be reduced 
by Bs. 101 (to discuss the want of facilities for calling public attention 
to misconduct of Presidency Police and public officers functioning as 
such). 
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In gracing this motion before the House I desire to call attention 
to theinstructions issued by the Government of India to the provincial 
Governments, in connection with the extraordinary measures that have 
been promulgated: ‘‘The Government of India recognising their 
responsibility attaching to the assumption of extraordinary powers 
would again bring to the notice of the local Governments the great 
importance of exercising control and supervision over the exercise of 
these powers and second they would request the local Governments to 
satisfy themselves with regard to the alleged instances of abuse brought 
to their notice, which is of course the normal practice and procedure. 
Some of the powers contained in the Ordinances are drastic and the 
Government of India attach great importance to the control by local 
Governments of their exercise/’ Then the Government of India pro- 
ceed to say: “At the same time the Government of India would 
request the local Governments — 

(a) to satisfy themselves in accordance with the usual procedure 

as to the facts of particular complaints or allegations 
brought to their notice, if they appear to be of such import- 
ance as to require action; 

(b) to counteract false or exaggerated accounts of particular inci- 

dents by giving publicity to the actual facts; and 

(c) in genuine cases of abuse to take such action as may be neces- 

sary by way of redress or by disciplinary measures.” 


The Secretary of State for India in his speech before the House of 
Commons referred to these instructions of the Government of India and 
he remarked that he wanted to make it elaar that what he said was not 
to be in any way taken as a deflection from the policy of the Govern- 
ment to take firm and strong action in dealing with the civil dis- 
ol>edienee movement. He continued that such action is not prejudiced 
but is rather confirmed by the avoidance of excesses; and that experi- 
ence time and again had shown that the best results were achieved by 
the observance of the strictest discipline. The people of this country 
have for some time past heard news of various excesses said to have 
been committed by the police. It is therefore imperative that facts relat- 
ing to these excesses should have due publicity and Government should 
take every means to bring out the actual facts and assure the public 
that the instructions of the Government of India are being strictly 
adhered to. 

4 p.m. 

The impression amongst a large section of the public is that wham 
the police is found to have exceeded the bounds of ordinary police 
measure# and te have indulged in excesses the disciplinary or the 
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corrective action taken has been such as not to discourage such a course 
of conduct on the part of the police. Sir, sometimes the police goes to 
certain lengths which appear to be inexplicable to ordinary people. I 
must say that I am not familiar with the provisions of all the Ordin- 
ances that have been issued ; it is difficult for an ordinary man to find 
time to go through all of them carefully. But I understand that there 
are Ordinances which empower the police to enter a place where people 
are suspected of holding unauthorised meetings and to remove the 
furniture and other property that may be found there. In a case in 
Calcutta some young men used a sitting room in a private house; it 
vas suspected that the room was used for the purpose of illegal meet- 
ings. The house belonged to a old lady and in the sitting room there 
were old family portraits of men long dead. When the police came 
they removed not only the tables and chairs, hut the family portraits 
as well. When the notice of the authorities was called to the circum- 
stance by the owner no action appears to have been taken to restore to 
her those portraits, which, so far as people outside can see, could be of no 
use to the police. In another case the shop-keepers of a certain locality 
of Calcutta were given notice by the police that they must keep their 
shops open on hartal days. On hartal days those that keep their shops 
open are likely to ba subjected to a certain amount of molestation. 
Having regard to the very large number of shops in Calcutta, especially 
in the shop areas, it is not humanly possible for the police to protect 
all the shop-keepers from molestation. You cannot place a policeman in 
front of every shop and see that the shop-keeper not molested. The 
shop-keepers close their shops for fear of molestation and many of 
these shops do not contain ware of much value. If these shops are 
destroyed the poor owners are likely to be put to great loss. They also 
close their shops because otherwise there might be a campaign against 
them and they might lose their customers. But for some extraordinary 
reason the police issued that notice and when the shop-keeper wanted 
in keeping their shops open, to put up that notice on their doors, the 
police asked them not to post the notice up: it is difficult to find out 
the reason* because such posting would be some protection to the poor 
shop-keepers as the customers and the public, would know the reason 
why the shops were open. In various other ways the ordinary liberty 
of a trader, who ordinarily is non -political, is being interfered with; 
they are Wing harassed in a manner which is inexplicable. 

Such measures only widen the discontent without any benefit being 
derived by anybody. Sir, having regard to all this, it is necessary 
that there should be prompt publication of news. This is necessary in 
the interests of both the Government and the public. If in a case of 
assault, one man is actually hurt and the news is withheld, then 
reports are likely to be circulated in the city to the effect that 10 
persons had been killed and 50 persons injured. Sir, in fiii# way a 
great deal of wrong information is circulated, which might be avoided 
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if protect steps are taken by Government to ensure ike dissemination 
of coneOt news at tke earliest opportunity. Having regard to the frame 
of mind amongst a large section of the people, any wrong news is 
likely to do a great amount of injury. Sir, there is now a Press Officer. 
He not only advises about the news to be published in the public press, 
but he sometimes dictates as to what should be the head lines and so 
forth and also the kind of type to be used in the headlines, and it has 
sometimes happened, as has been mentioned in some of the nawspapers 
here, that news which were considered to lie quite fit for publication 
in other parts of India have not been allowed to be published in Cal- 
cutta. All these things require careful consideration by Government 
and they should see that real news are published. Of course, news or 
publications which incite people to violence may be withheld, but 
ordinary news and true news will allay public excitement and should be 
allowed to be published. News about police excesses should not only 
be allowed to be published, but Government should also see that the 
excesses, if any, are promptly dealt with. Government should realise 
that though the strain on the police is undoubtedly very severe and 
their patience is sometimes sorely tried, still having regard to the 
peculiar constitution under which we live, it is of the greatest import- 
ance that the police should exercise all the self-restraint that they are 
capable of, because any action on their part is likely to he misconstrued 
and misinterpreted in various ways. I therefore submit thut Govern- 
ment should see that the police in the city, when performing their 
duties under the special measures which have been promulgated, carry 
out their work in a way which would be above any suspicion of any 
excess on their part, and they should try to hold the scales as even as it 
is possible for them to do, and Government should also see that news 
regarding any action taken by the police in furtherance of the 
measures which have been promulgated are published, and that when- 
ever there is any complaint that public grievances were not being 
attended to, the Government should take such measures as would assure 
the public that the grievances would receive the closest, and the most 
sympathetic attention of Government and that step* were being taken 
to prevent the recurrence of happenings which might give rise to 
grievances. 


Mr. d. N. GUPTA C It is my unpleasant duty to bring to the notice 
of the Hon’ble Member one particular instance of what I should like 
to describe as a really brutal assault by the police on an unfortunate 
victim. This happened in the Cureon Park some time ago in the after- 
noon. I do not know exactly what this unfortunate fellow had done, 
bet I believe that he had unfurled a flag. He was severely beaten by 
the police, two of whom were eergeanta. But the most unfortunate 
part of the incident was that even when the fellow had fallen down, 
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these guardians of law and order continued to assault the man. Sir, 
I cannot understand what can be the object of this policy. What are 
the reasons dictating this sort of policy on the part of those who are 
responsible for guiding the police. Is it intended that by such means 
terror will be struck in the hearts of future miscreants. Perhaps the 
Home Member will say that Government are fully aware of the Govern- 
ment of India's orders endorsed by the Secretary of State, which my 
friend Mr. J. N. Basu has just read out, but that he is sorry it is not 
possible to control the action of every member of the police force having 
regard to the fact that they have to deal with such a large number of 
people who are bent on breaking the law. I would put it in another 
way. It may also be said that if these men have been assaulted in the 
manner they have been, they have to thank themselves for it. If they 
were told not to come within a park or unfurl flags why did they do soP 
If, however, the Home Member takes up that attitude, does he not 
really say that he is not prepared to cany out the orders of the Gov- 
ernment of India P You have been armed with these extraordinary 
powers, you have been told that in using those powers you must exer- 
cise the greatest control over your subordi nates. The Commissioner of 
Police and other responsible officers must exercise far closer control 
than they seem to he doing. 

4-16 p.m. 

Sir, it is also my duty to tell the House that from a conversation 
which I had with an English lady I learnt that when she had occasion 
to see the Commissioner of Police, the officer who is in charge of the 
whole metropolitan police, alxmt a matter relating to a relation of 
hers, she found the Commissioner in such an excited state of mind that 
he was unable .to talk to her even for two minutes with anv sense of 
control or any sense of proportion, that is to say, he was beside himself. 
Sir, if that is the state of mind of men who are responsible for the con- 
trol of the police, is it to he wondered at that the whole police force is 
getting demoralised P It is a most serious disservice which the officers 
in charge of the police are doing to that force. They are really setting 
up the best intentioned, the most aober-mind?d, and moderate men of 
the city against them; and this mentality of the people against the 
police, mind you, Sir, is going to last, and when the new Government 
comes in when the representatives of the people will get the control of 
the police, it will take a great deal of time and trouble to efface this 
inimical and antagonistic attitude of the people of Calcutta against the 
police. In my opinion, a very great disservice is now being done to the 
police themselves. In speaking as I am, I am aware of the respon- 
sibility which rests upon me and everybody else to support the poHoe 
in the discharge of their onerous duties at a time of such groat diffi- 
culty. We are fully aware of that, but at the same time we ate deli- 
berately of opinion that no good can be dohe—«nd we are doing *e 
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good, by reporting to these means which must be characterised as bar- 
barous and uncivilised and are bound to defeat their very object. 
Therefore, Sir, I think that there is a great deal in these amendments 
and I should be very glad if a cut of even Re. 1 is carried just to 
express the sense of dissatisfaction of this Council at the manner in 
which the police of Calcutta are discharging their duties. 

[At 4-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassem- 
bled at 4-30 p.m.] 


Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Mr. President, Sir, this sub. 
ject of the police is one that is continually brought up with the idea of 
harassing the Government. It is a matter that wants delicate handling, 
but the way the members of this House treat it reminds me of u person 
playing on a musical instrument with l>oth hands on the keyboard and 
both feet on the pedals and thus creating a good deal of anything but 
harmony. Now, Sir, it was not my intention to speak in the House on 
this subject to-day until I found my friend Mr. Hashemy to my right 
abusing the sergeants. When 1 heard him speak so very disparagingly 
of the sergeants (who are really the backbone of the police) my mind 
went back to the year 1923 when the communal riots w'ere on and the, 
whole city was in a disturbed state, in fact in a perfect turmoil. I 
remember, Sir, that the Mayor hurriedly called a meeting of the citizens 
of Calcutta to see if anything could be done to lessen the disturbance 
and bring about peace. At that meeting it wus decided that the lead- 
ing citizens of the different castes were to go round the town and see 
if anything could be done to alleviate the great disturbance. 1 was 
amongst those appointed. Two Corporation curs were brought for our 
use and we toured the disturbed areas and w herever we went amongst 
that excited mob, w*e found nothing but admiration for the work done 
by the sergeants for their tolerance, forbearance and sympathetic 
treatment — admiration by one and all. When we returned after seeing 
the disturbed areas we were impressed with the good work done by the 
police. Well, Sir, it sterns to me that the position of the Government 
in reference to police matters is always wrong according to this Council 
reminds me somewhat of the story of the Irish groom who applied for 
the post of a groom for a very vicious horse which had previously killed 
about six grooms. W r hen the applicant asked the gentleman in charge 
of the horse whether it was a very dangerous horse, the latter said: 
“No, it is not a dangerous horse. You see, if you do not want it to bite 
yon, keep yonnelf at its heels; and if you do not want it to kick you, 
keep yourself at its mouth/’ Moral — if you do not want lathi blows 
keep away from the disturbed area. The position of the Government 
it quite sound if you can handle it properly, there is little or no fault 
to find. It is pretty certain that whatever Government does, it will 
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always be doing something wrong, according to certain members of this 
House. 

Well, Sir, you will remember that when the Council met after the 
communal disturbances in 1926, those members who had continually 
voted against the salaries of sergeants were the loudest in their praise 
of their good work so much so that they voted for an increase in their 
pay. I may again lemind you, Sir, that the sergeants are the back- 
bone of the police, they are the people on whom we depend and whenever 
there is any trouble, both Europeans and Indians always ask for the 
services of sergeants. I hope therefore that these motions which 
are nothing more than pin-pricks will cease and let us see that this 
gallant body of men are not libelled or deprived of what they are 
entitled to. 


Dr. NAREtH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, 1 am not in a posi- 
tion to state anything with regard to this matter which is stated in the 
motion from my own personal experience. As a rule I have managed 
so far to keep myself out of trouble and troublesome places. Well, by 
n thoughtful action of the Government in asking the newspaper editors 
through the Press Officer not to publish any account of what was hap- 
pening on the 26th of January, I was also spared the trouble of getting 
information through the newspapers of any excesses of the police. 
Well, Sir, the Government went so far as to ask the newspapers not 
only to refrain from publishing anything regarding the 26th but also 
not to publish the fact that they received that notification. However, 
there was one very reliable and truthful newspaper which could be 
relied upon, and that was the Statesman. Well, I read an account of 
what happened in the Statesman , and I found that according to that 
paper on the 26th January nobody went near the Ochterlony Monu- 
ment to make any demonstration on that day. The whole thing had 
been a total failure; only a certain number of visitors and sightseers 
had assembled on the outskirts beyond the cordon of the police. So 
there were nobody except the police force. A few ladies went there and 
they were summarily taken off in a prison van and spirited away and 
that was all that happened there. Although there were none but the 
sightseers and although there was no crowd, somehow, even according 
to the Statesman , the police had to charge upon the crowd. That looks 
rather mysterious. Then again there was another thing which troubled 
me and that is, the ladies who were courteously taken away in the 
prison van and spirited away, one of them happened to come in my way, 
and I found, well I did not exactly see hsr, but I have $ot definite m+ 
formation, that her arm was badly wounded and was in a sling at the 
time when she was put in the prison van. That happened on the 26th 
of January. 
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Well, naturally one can conclude from this that a great deal more 
had happened, and that a great deal of most unnecessary force had bden 
used. Every bit of force used there must have been unnecessary, 
because there was no hope of making a demonstration, which alone 
justified the use of indiscriminate force. But apart from that natural 
presumption, there is the other presumption arising from the fact that 
the Government had taken all the trouble to shut out all news of the 
incident from being published in the papers. Why should not even 
false news be given and countered by a truthful report from the other 
side? There is the Statesman to counter any false statements made by 
the national press, and the Government might issue communiques — 
only people will not be in a hurry to believe Government cowi- 
muniques after their experience of Hijli. Why should there he this 
anxiety in anticipation to shut out reports of the incidents of the 26th 
January? But, Sir, in the face of the fact that Government has kept 
chop over the matter, one assumes that all the stories, at any rate, some 
of them which have been circulated on police excesses, happen to be 
well founded. But then there ar? also other cases with regard to which, 
one of which, I have some personal knowledge. It has been said here 
and cannot be denied, that the police sometimes take young men after 
arrest to the police office, and there when they are under arrest and 
absolutely helpless they are assaulted by the police. Well, there was 
one case which came to me, a young man with horrid marks of whip- 
ping on his back and arms and elsewhere. He came from the police- 
station and said that he had been taken there under arrest and assault- 
ed and then let go, then he came to me. 1 have his own statement 
about that, and there is no reason why I should not believe him in the 
circumstances. Then, there was another incident which left no room 
for speculation. The young man who had been arrested for making 
a murderous attempt on the life of Mr. Villiem — he was anvsted and 
taken under police custody. Before he was produced — when his rela- 
tions tried to see him to be able to ascertain whether he was really the 
Bimal Das Gupta — for a pretty long time they were not allowed to see 
him. At the Special Tribunal these relations were allowad to see him 
for the first time and that day a complaint was made before the Special 
Tribunal that this young man had been assaulted by the police while 
he was in police custody, and he bore marks on his person, of severe 
assault. But the Special Tribunal did not investigate that matter, 
because it was outside their jurisdiction. Well, it may be that this 
complaint was true, or it may not be true, but the way in which this 
oomplain# was treated when it came to the Police Court and from there 
to the Commissioner of Police, rouses a strong suspicion that the com- 
plaint had jmore truth in it than the police would care to admit. Well, 
when the matter came before the Presidency Magistrate he sent the 
complaint for report to the Commissioner of Police with the request 
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that aa investigation might be made by an officer other than the officers 
concerned. When the matter was pending before the Commissioner 
of Police, the pleader on behalf of Bimal Das Gupta wanted to be 
present at the time of the inquiry and wrote to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police asking for leave to be present and for a medical ex- 
amination and an X-ray examination of Bimal Das Gupta. It seemed 
nothing but fair and I should have thought that the police should have 
welcomed this. If the police had nothing to fear, nothing to conceal, 
they would have welcomed bis presence at the inquiry. The pleader 
received no reply, and the inquiry was held in the absence of the 
pleader, and what is most remarkable, in the absence of Bimal Das 
Gupta, who was not even examined by the Deputy Commissioner, and 
the Deputy Commissioner made a report saying that all this was mere 
concoction, simply upon certain presumptions. He had not examined 
Bimal Das Gupta; the injuries had not been examined by anybody, and 
still he reported that the whole thing was false and concocted. May 
I ask why this anxiety to avoid a thorough inquiry into a specific 
allegation of an assault by a police officer? Why should not the 
Deputy Commissioner allow a thorough investigation in the presence 
of the pleader? Why was there no medical examination of Bimal Das 
Gupta? And in spite of that this report was made. Under such cir- 
cumstances, tha presumption, if we are to apply the principles of the 
Evidence Act, the presumption would be that if there had been a full 
and thorough inquiry, and a medical examination, and all that, it 
would have disclosed that this man had been assaulted by the police. 
That is the presumption. No doubt it would be said that that is not 
a fact, and that the whole thing was, as a matter of fact, as stated by 
the Deputy Commissioner of Police, a concoction, assisted by the legal 
adviser of Bimal Das Gupta. But if this wa s so, I should have thought 
that the Commissioner of Police and the Magistrate should have given 
them the fullest opportunity to establish their case and demonstrate the 
absolute hollowness of this charge and proceed, if necessary, against 
the lawyers who concocted this. But it was shut out in a fashion 
which raises a large amount of suspicion. These are the circumstances 
which lead to a great deal of presumption against the police. Although, 
as I have stated, I have no personal knowledge or information of assaulta 
by the police, but circumstances like this make it impossible to say that 
everything is well with the police. It may be no doubt true that in 
a large majority of cases the police are not at fault, it may be true that 
these are individual cases of excesses made by the police. If this ie so, 
the right thing would be to take out these cases, complaints like the one 
I have illustrated here and elsewhere, and to bring it bonus to these 
polioamen by adequate punishment that such things would not be 
tolerated. If this is not done, if nothing is done by Government to pat 
a stop to these excesses when they occur, then the judgment must 
necessarily go by default against the Government. 
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R*V SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Members of Council are aware 
that Os^inances are issued under exceptional circumstances, and they 
can only be issued by His Excellency the Governor General. No local 
Government, far less the Home Member, have the power to add anything 
t© it. I do not want to go to the excesses committed by the police dur- 
ing 1930, but I would narrate a few incidents that happened during the 
last week, within the precincts of the highest court of justice. On two 
occasions two different bodies of young men came within the Bar Associa- 
tion room waving national flags. They were outsiders, and the sergeants 
arrested them and gave them a good beating. I came in just a minute or 
two after they were taken aw r ay, but I heard about the assaults from my 
brother advocates, whom I must believe, and other persons who saw the 
assault, and some of them asked me what we, the members of Council, 
are here for, if this sort of things can go on within the precincts of the 
highest court of justice in broad daylight. Prisoners can be taken off 
and punishment might be awarded to them by Magistrates hut what right 
have the police to give these persons a beating? It is an admitted prin- 
ciple of law that a person committing an offence must be tried in a court 
by a judge competent to try him, and then be given a punishment. The 
police has no power to give any punishment. That is the cardinal prin- 
ciple of all justice. I have also heard from persons who have seen with 
their ow T n eyes, and I have no reason to disbelieve that — that cases of 
assaults have recently taken place in broad streets where picketers have 
been arrested and then assaulted. Under these circumstances, I whole- 
heartedly support all the motions before this House. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: I wish only to refer to two or three 
sentences spoken by a member across the House. I have read that the 
best kind of youth is the hoy who has spent several years of his life in 
a public school and shows no trace of it. But such admirable people are 
lujtnown because the experience is impossible. It seems possible how- 
ever for an older man, who has been through the Civil Service, who has 
spent his life in the Civil Service, and has just retired from the Civil 
Service, to drop the moment be retires, as merely the temporary pomp 
and circumstance of his office, all the traditions of that Sendee, including 
among others the glorious tradition of giving another man a reasonable 
show and not condemning him without a hearing. 

We are asked to believe that the police of Calcutta are easily excited 
and rattled and the reason is that the Commissioner of Police himself 
is excitable and excited. The proof of that is that a lady, an English 

lady though I do not see how the adjective improves his argument — 

known to the speaker, called upon the Commissioner of Police and found 
him so excited mid busy that he was unable to give her more than a 
minute or two's attention. 
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Such an argument, Sir, I submit, is very unfair, and almost insult- 
ing to the dignity of this House. The Commissioner of Police has a 
very difficult time indeed, and his defence can be left to more competent 
hands than mine. But I should like to say that there are many in this 
House who resent the attempt to discredit a distinguished public servant 
and damage his professional career by an argument of this sort. 

Mr. B. 0. CHATTERdEE. Sir, I am afraid our arguments are turn- 
ing into a squabble, which is very undesirable. I ' can imagine the 
difficulty of my European friends here in discussing a matter like this. 
As you know, Sir, whenever a policeman comes across a European, he 
becomes so servile, his salams are so profound, his politeness becomes 
so marked, that an Englishman cannot imagine that that very creature 
talaming and ready to do him every bit of service, gets converted into a 
different species altogether when he comes across an Indian. I say it is 
difficult for English people in this country to understand this. The 
English people would not believe us when we say that the police, 
specially the pahravralla , does not treat us with half the respect with 
which people in England would l>e treated bv the English police. They 
cannot imagine that a policeman who, when he sees an Englishman, feels 
his backbone melting down, could assault an Indian. I ran assure them 
that we are not here merely to talk idly about this matter, wp are in 
grim earnest about it; and any one of us can say from his personal 
knowledge that the Indian police do beat these various young men, and 
sometimes young women, who are out with processions, or otherwise 
practising civil disobedience of one sort or another. They are beaten. 
It is an absolute fact that Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose was assulted last 
year in front of Whiteaway’s. I took this matter up to His Excellency 
the Governor, and we had a discussion over it and His Excellency 

The Holt 1 bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, is the hon’hle member 
in order to bring in His Excellency’s name? \ 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: 1 was going to say that we had a dis- 
cussion over this 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I think you had better not men- 
tion His Excellency’s name with reference to a private conversation 
nothing about which is known to the members of this House. It may 
also be taken as an attempt on your part — I do njt say a deliberate 
attempt — to influence the vote of this House by bringing in His Excel- 
lency’s name. At an astute reader of the parliamentary procedure. 

I am sure you know that this is never done in the Parliament. The 
King's name is never raised in any debate in the Parliament to influence 
the vote. 



491 


im.]t DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

Wf# E« C* CHATTERJEE: Sir, I am very grateful for the direc- 
tion yon have given me. I referred to His Excellency because ofiener 
than not he is the only person who listens to our grievances ; but I drop 
it. What I wanted to say is that it is not always possible for English- 
men to believe that the Indian police beat our young men. But my open 
offer is, if the European members of this House would make an appoint- 
ment with me, I would bring at least half a dozen of these young men 
with marks of terrible cane-beating on their backs. The very sight 
of these marks will convince you that they were not self-inflicted and 
that they must have been inflicted on them by some outside agencies; 
and you w r ill be convinced that these cane-marks were inflicted on them 
by the police in the course of fighting civil disobedience. We know 
that Mr. Subhas Chaudra Bose was assaulted, we know 
that Miss Ganguly who went to protect Mr. Subhas Bose had her finger 
badly hurt. The whole question is whether this is going to he stopped 
or whether this is going to continue. A very high Government official 
(whom I would not name) told me that in the days of his boyhood he 
got a birching from his “governor” whenever he did things that were 
wrong; and he said that that did him good. And so, he stated, the beat- 
ing <1 i«l the civil disobedience-i rallahs good. Well, I thunk that high 
official for his frankness. There is candour, there is honesty in that 
admission. Let Mr. Prentice have the candour to tell us that these 
boys, and sometimes these girls, have to be beaten in the spirit in which 
English boys are beaten by their fathers. If that is your policy, let this 
be admitted; hut do not falsify your position by saying that your police 
do not beat us. When you say that, you merely add insult to injury, 
you untruly tell us that we are not truthful. If Mr. Prentice will give 
me an opportunity, I will bring along these boys with the cane-marks 
on their hacks before him; surely that will carry conviction that these 
policemen do beat our young boys in the streets. 

We have seen the pahratcalla and the sergeants beating our young 
men and young women, and leaving bleeding marks on them. We 
want to put a stop to this, and we want a definite assurance from the 
Hon’ble the Home Member that it is not going to happen any more, 
because if this sort of things goes on, you can quite understand what 
bitter feelings must necessarily be engendered. I just ask you to put 
yourselves in our position, and ask you to realise what your feelings 
would be if these things happened in your own country. 

Now, I come to some other matters, Sir. At the present moment 
in Calcutta, we have a Chief Presidency Magistrate who unfortunately 
happens to be a countryman of ours. But this gentleman has been 
denying the political prisoners or offenders brought up before him much 
of the amenitiee and the facilities which were granted them by his prede- 
cessor in office, Mr. Roxburgh. 


82 



498 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. [23ed Maech, 

The Hon’bl. Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate is not a police officer. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE; Well, Sir, I have already said what I 
wanted to. Mr. Prentice's interruption comes too late. But I would 
mention another matter, and that is the horrible place in which our 
young women are locked up pending their trial — I mean the Lalbazar 
lock-up. I am afraid I can give any number of instances — very recent 
ones — in which our women who were taken up to the Lalbazar lock-up 
were subjected to an experience which is far too horrible to contemplate 
or mention. I do not want to go into the details of these cases because) 
they will not be pretty hearing. But I ask the Hon’ble the Home Mem- 
ber to take up this matter and inquire closely into the state of things 
which obtain at the Lalbazar lock-up. It is impossible for our young 
women to be shut up there without feeling a galling sense of shame and 
indecency. The police people who are in charge of this lock-up are 
absolutely callous, and do not possess any sense of decency. Surely, 
these are the things to be looked into by the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Police portfolio, and we want an assurance from him that he will 
see that women are not taken to the Lalbazar lock-up, but that they 
shall be housed somewhere else after their arrest. We want him also 
to give us an absolute assurance that people are not going to be assaulted 
by the police. Let them be arrested and let them be taken to the lock-up 
when they are breaking the law. But do not assault them. You have 
no right to assault them. It is a downright fact, I say, that they are 
assaulted, though the European members may get up and sav that they 
are not assaulted. How can my friend Mr. Campbell Forrester or 
Mr. Wordsworth be heard to say that they are not assaulted? How are 
you in a position to say that the police do not assault them, when we 
say that our young boys and young girls are assaulted by the police. 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: Sir, I never said that the police 
do not assault them. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: On a point of personal explanation. 
Sir. I made no reference to this subject at all in my speech. 

Mr. B. C. GHATTERdEE: Sir, if my European friends are willing 
to admit the fact that the police do beat these boys and girls before they 
are arrested, we get rid of one difficulty in the matter. If they are at 
all true to their English principles, they should vote with ns in this 
matter. 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FQRRSBTCR. Sir, I was going to soy that m 
far as 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You should not rise when another member is 
speaking, unless you are raising a point of order. Mr. Chatterjee, I 
would like you not to address your remarks to the members of the House, 
but if you have got to say anything to them, you should speak through 
me. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Thank you, Sir. This debate, I under- 
stand, is not going to be over to-day. If that is so, I hope we shall be 
able to satisfy the European members about the absolute truth of our 
statements; and if they are true to their British instincts, they should 
vote with us to-morrow morning. I give them that chance, and if they 
take advantage of it and go to vote against Mr. Prentice, then I should 
know that they have not forgotten their English instinct. 

Now, Sir, as regards the Hon’ hie Mr. Prentice, I ask him once more 
to give us the definite assurance that he will issue positive orders that 
people should not be assaulted before their arrest, and that condign 
punishment shall be meted out to the police officers and men if they are 
found assaulting any man or women. In this connection, I also ask 
Mr. Prentice to abolish the post of the gentleman sitting behind the 
Home Member — I mean the Press Officer. 

The Hon'bli Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, may I also point out 
that the Press Officer is not a policeman. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave him alone for the time being, Mr. Ohatter- 

jee. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: It is difficult, in this connection, to 
leave him out. What I wanted to say is that the Press Officer 

Tht HOfl’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have discussed the matter 

in connection with the General Administration demands and it cannot 
be brought again for discussion under the police vote. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: The discussion was guillotined. We 
never had a chance. Sir. 


The Hon’bl. Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is no reason why h« 
should be allowed to bring in irrelevant matters under this vote. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: My point is that these misdoings of 
{he police cannot find a place in the newspapers, and I wanted to refer 
to our difficulty in getting the truth of these infractions of the law by 
the poli c e 
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The Honb'le Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: On a point ot order, Sir. 
It the speaker in order? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid Mr. Chatter jee cannot talk of abolish- 
ing the post of Press Officer while speaking on the motion now before the 
House. 

6-15 p.m. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTER JEE: All right, Sir, but the Hon'ble Mr. Pren- 
tice, Sir, with all his gifts, is a bad lawyer. His sense of relevancy 
needs improving. The police are tempted to unreasonable behaviour 
because of the cover you provide them under the fact that reports of 
their misdeeds cannot be published in the newspapers under instructions 
given by the Press Officer. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I understand that the motion 
that we are now discussing, No. 700, discusses the “want of facilities for 
calling public attention to the misconduct of the Presidency Police and 
public officers functioning as such” and as such I would venture to 
remark that all the remarks addressed by Mr. B. C. Chatterjee before 
his last sentence were liable to be overruled as irrelevant. But his 
remarks about the want of facilities for calling attention to the mis- 
conduct of the Presidency Police, they are certainly relevant. I submit 
that I shall go on with the misguided activities of the Press Officer 
unless, Sir, you hold that it would not be relevant to the present discus- 
sion. The reason is “want of facilities for calling public attention to 
the misconduct of the Presidency Police, etc., etc.” It is the Press 
Officer who, by his misguided activities, has in a way prohibited the 
Indian newspapers of Calcutta to publish these news. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : If I understood you aright your point is that 
the Press Officer indirectly helps the police by not letting out what you 
cull their misdeeds. Is that your point!' 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U. My submission is that the want 
of facilities for calling attention to the misdeeds is due to what the 
Press Officer does with regard to the Indian newspapers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I)o you think that if the police is to be corrected, 
it is necessary to point out that the Press Officer is in a manner helping 
them by not letting out what you call their misdeeds? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Exactly. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS You will be in order to do so but you cann ot 
attack the post itself. 
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«& HARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I submit that we have already 
heard In this Council that the Press Officer appointed by the Government 
of Bengal gives advice gratis to the editors of newspapers. We were 
told some time ago that the Calcutta editors had at some unmentioned 
period stated that they did not know how to carry on their duties with 
the halter of the Ordinances round their necks, and therefore, the Presi* 
Officer has, whether under the guidance of the Hon’ble Member or not* 
taken upon himself to give instructions or advice gratis to the editors 
what to publish, how to publish and how to set up the news in their 
columns, and also what not to publish. I thiuk this sort of grand- 
motherly attitude of the Press Officer towards the Calcutta newspapers 
is highly deplorable. If it were necessary for the editors to know the 
limitations of their own work let them find them out for themselves, but 
it is no use the Press Officer giving them advice; more often than not 
it degenerates into coercion and threat. We all know that the work of 
editors or managers of newspapers under the Ordinances is very hard 
and at the slightest pretext they may find themselves subject to rigorous 
penalties. If under these circumstances a hint is given by the Press 
Officer or by the Department which is responsible for law and order to 
the editors or managers what to say or what not to say I think it is a 
most unwarrantable interference with the duties of the newspaper- 
owners. I think that is more responsible for the concealment of news 
regarding the misconduct of the police than anything else. If the press 
had been given a free hand we should have heard more of these misdeeds, 
not only we but the Government itself would have heard more of it, and 
probably the conscience even of the Government would have been stirred 
by the volume of indignation provoked by those news of misdeeds them- 
selves and probably the offenders would have been brought to hook. 
But concealment of these news by means of threats and warning has 
really lulled the Government into false security. I think, therefore, 
that the activities of the Press Officer responsible for this want of 
facilities should be checked. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: It was certainly a very 
happy idea on the part of Government to nominate a Press Officer as 
a member of the Legislative Council in Mr. Sen. This gentleman by 
bis amiable manners has to a great extent turned away our wrath 
against the Press Officer. So far as our grievances as members of this 
Council are concerned we were under the impression that the Press 
Officer had issued instructions to the press not to publish detailed 
proceedings of the House but I was glad to hear from him the other 
day that it was not correct and that he had never given such instruc- 
tions. We have no such grievances in the matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have nothing to do with what private con* 
versation you might have had with him. 
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Mr. SHANTI SH1KHARESWAR RAY: I am just trying to put 
in a few words in favour of the Press Officer which I hope he will not 
resent. But though we have no personal grievance against him as 
members of the Legislative Council I should say that his activities in 
certain other spheres have caused resentment among the people. I 
think it is no part of the business of the Press Officer to issue orders to 
the press to suppress any piece of news that newspaper editors on their 
own responsibility may like to publish. There may be certain classes 
of news which it may not be to the interest of the public to publish 
and which may inflame public opinion, but in that case I think there 
is a provision under one of the Ordinances that the acts of the police 
are not to be published in any newspaper. But the situation has not 
developed to such an extent all over the province but only in certain 
districts. So such action can only be taken in those areas, such as 
Chittagong. 


Coming back to the conduct of the police I do uot want to criticise 
the actions of individual members of the force here and there, because 
I realise that whatever they do they do with a sense of discharging 
their own duties, and if some of their actions cause resentment in the 
minds of the public I think that resentment should not be against those 
particular officers, but against the Government who is responsible for 
the policy that they as servants of Government are carrying out or 
have carried out, for the sake of their bread. If a Its. 25 police con- 
stable beats a particular individual I realise that he is not a monster 
because in his heart of hearts he sees the injustice of the whole thing 
juat as any one of us, but he is helpless; he must do that dirty work 
for the sake of his bread and butter, his family and children. Perhaps 
he has received express orders from his superior officers to do that and 
ho is intelligent enough after all to anticipate the policy of Government. 
He knows that if he does this and that, his superior officers will be 
pleased ; if, for instance, he gives a blow to a Congress volunteer, he 
will not be taken to task but his act will be commended in that he has 
done something to preserve law and order in the country. I would 
therefore ask the Tton’ble Member to change the mentality of their 
officers by impressing upon them that it is not the intention of Govern- 
ment in any way to suppress or to oppress the British subjects in this 
country. Sir, the House lias heard from different speakers various 
incidents which prove that the police is more or less oppressive. Cer- 
tain instances have been broupht to my notice which exhibit their acts 
in a particular bad light. They should be very careful in dealing with 
the woman-folk in this country. I shall only place one case before 
the House to illustrate to what depths the administration has sunk. 
Sir, a lady of great eminence and very highly connected, I refer to Sri- 
jukta Urmila Debi, sister of the late revered Deshabandhu Chittaranjan 
Das, was placed under arrest-— or perhaps I should not use the word 
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"areest” because it is difficult to find out when a m an is arrested or "de- 
tailed” — I will only say that she was taken into police custody and was 
not brought before any court of justice for more than 36 hours which, 
I am informed, is quite illegal, and after that period she was let go by 
the police. 

5-30 p.m. 

I ask, Sir, what explanation the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Police Department has to offer in regard to such couduct on the part 
of the police. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I beg to support the motion. 
I have seen some of the activities of the police. There are three kinds 
of action taken bv the police. Sometimes the volunteers of the civil 
disobedience movement are simply thrashed and beaten away from their 
places of activities. Sometimes they are taken away afterwards to a 
thana or to some outpost in the town and after being detained there 
for hours they are let off. Another kind of action taken by the police 
is that these volunteers are beaten mercilessly — beaten to such an extent 
that surgical and medical aid are required. Of course if they are arrested 
and placed on trial straightaway, we have nothing to say and no griev- 
ances to make, but I do not understand the policy of beating and then 
driving them away or putting them on their trial before a law court 
after beating them mercilessly. These acts are not sanctioned by any 
law — either by moral law or by the laws of the land which prevail at 
the present moment. 

Sir, we are really sorry that some young men out of their love for 
their country, or whatever it may be, resort to breaking the law. But 
at the same time we cannot ignore that those who are the guardians of 
law and order, who are paid from the public funds to maintain law and 
order, should break the law. It is the most deplorable part of the 
thing* and on the floor of this Houhp we should certainly condemn in 
emphatic terms such action on the part of the police and such policy 
if in any way approved by Government. 

With these few words I support the motion. 

Mr. iYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I should like to say a 
few words in support of the motion now before the House. I feel, Sir, 
that we have not gone to the root of the question which we are discussing 
to-day. It is all very well for us to say that the police sergeants or the 
Indian officers are responsible for the assaults that are committed. But, 
Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice ought to know, if he does not know already, 
that there is a strong feeling in the minds of the public that these assaults 
do not represent any individual action but represent a deep-rooted and 
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a deliberate policy which is being at present pursued by the Government. 
Sir, it is not merely a policy of introducing ordinances, whose object 
is to deprive the citizens of their elementary rights, but the policy is to 
terrorise people by beating them— I would not go to the length of saying 
by beating them to death, although there have been some such instances 
within our knowledge. I would ask the Hou’ble Member to ponder over 
the question seriously. Has this policy succeeded? What was the 
reason why this policy was introduced? That the people of the land 
being terrorised would give up their fight for freedom? But I ask, 
Sir, has this policy succeeded ever in the past or in the present instance? 
Has not the result been more hatred and more bitter animosity against 
the Government itself ? Sir, that is the actual result of the present policy 
which is being pursued by Government. I, therefore, say that instead 
of merely attacking the police officers, whether they are European 
sergeants or Indian officers, t he real party which ought to be attacked 
is the Government. 

Sir, as regards the Press Officer, T am glad from one point ot view 
that some opportunity has been given to t he members of the House to 
discuss the activities of this officer — although to a limited extent. It is 
a fact that the Press Officer has been issuing instructions — you may call 
it advice, you may call it orders, in whichever term you nmv describe it — 
but the Press Officer has been issuing instructions to the Press that they 
must not publish in the newspapers details about assaults committed 
by the police. Sir, there have been cases where allegations of police 
assaults have been made by persons in the course of judicial proceedings 
in the court; but on the next day no such report of police assaults was 
published in the papers. 1 quite see, Sir, the object of the Government 
in issuing such instructions. If the object of the Government had been 
that these indiscriminate assaults should be brought to an end, certainly 
they would have encouraged the publication of such reports, because 
then it would have been possible for the lion ’hie Member to take proper 
steps against the particular police officers against whom charges had 
been brought. But that is not the policy. This repression must go on; 
these indiscriminate assaults must go on and naturally it is not desirable 
that such reports should see the light of the day. Some time ago a 
leading Sy l he t paper, the Janasukti , was called upon to pay down 
Rs. 2,000 as security for publishing the reports of certain assaults 
committed by the police. Government is not anxious to contradict the 
reporta of such assaults. In many cases it cannot, because they are based 
on facts, but it demands security from the newspapers, so that in future 
no such reports may be published at all. 

I wo\ild ask the Government once more to consider how long will the 
present policy go on. It is ruining the prestige of Government. True 
it is that a large number of associations have been declared illegal. 
True it is that the newspapers are not allowed to give expression to their 
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feeliag oi indignation as they used to do some time ago. But the under- 
current feelings of contempt and hatred are becoming stronger and 
stronger every day. If Government is not prepared to reconsider its 
present policy, its own future is doomed. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE : Sir, I feel very considerable 
difficulty in dealing with this debate starting as it did with the Presi- 
dency Police and ending with something regarding a newspaper in Assam. 
But I will deal with the last speaker first, because he seems to think that 
Government had a policy of terrorism. I deny that absolutely: there 
is no such policy, and Government is always against such a policy. 
I challenge Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee to produce evidence justifying 
that statement. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: What about Chittagong? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I said that I would make 
a statement about Chittagong in due course. 

What I now say is that there is no such policy, and whatever is done 
by the police is not in accordance with such a policy of Government. I 
am not trying to put the blame for anything on the shoulders of the 
police, but I absolutely deny that there is any such policy and I would 
ask the members of the Council to produce any evidence they have to 
justify such a (barge. 

Next I come to the charges against the Press Officer. Sir, the Press 
Officer has come in for a good deal of attack. I also deny absolutely the 
allegation that the Press Officer issued any instructions to the Press not 
to publish reports of assaults made by the police and I challenge any 
member of the Council to produce any orders or instructions that are 
alleged to have been issued by the Press Officer. 

Voices: What about the telephone messages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Y on may say that many 
such instructions have been issued on the telephone; but I absolutely 
deny this. I know the instructions that have been given to the Press 
Officer and I know some of the instructions that have been issued by him ; 
and I deny that any orders have been issued by the Press Officer for- 
bidding the publication of reports of assaults by the police. Some 
members of the Council questioned whether the Press had asked for the 
assistance of the Press Officer. I may tell them that after a certain 
meeting at Government House two leaders of the Press came to see me 
and bitterly complained that there was no means for them to get assistance 
from the Press Officer. Under “22 — General Administration , ’* we had 
several proposals to abolish the post of the Press Officer and I am 
perfectly certain that no one would have been more glad than 
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Mr. B. R. Sen if this post had been abolished as a result of one of these 
motions, because he does not get anything extra for this work. But 
the people who will suffer by the abolition of this post will be the 
members of the Press themselves. Members of the Council get up here 
and make accusations against the Press Officer without knowing the full 
fac ts. As I said, two very responsible men connected with two of the 
biggest papers in Calcutta came personally to me about it and requested 
me to issue instructions to the Press Officer to give them assistance in 
the matter of the publication of news. 

Voices : Who were they? Were they connected with the Statesman 
or the Englishman ? 

The Hott’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, but two Indian papers. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: On a point of information, 
Sir. Has Mr. Prentice seen the resolutions passed at a meeting of the 
Association of the Indian Journalists? Did they not bitterly complain 
against the interference of the Press Officer? 

The Hofl’ble Mf« W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have seen some of the 
resolutions of the Indian Journalists’ Association, but I do not remember 
what they referred to. In any case two journalists approached me. 
(A voice: What are their names?) 

As I said, two gentlemen connected with two of the biggest newspapers 
in Calcutta spoke personally to me and asked for the assistance of the 
Press Officer. When I see the names of the office-bearers of the Indian 
Journalists’ Association, I shall be able to say if the two gentlemen 
referred to are included in them or not. 

5-4o p.m. 

Now to turn to the police. I must confess to experiencing an 
atmosphere of unreality in this discussion. It was only one of the later 
apeakers who admitted at all that the present discontent is very largely 
due to the fact that a large section of the community have set out to 
disturb the public peace. The initiative for what is going on at present 
is not in our hands. \\ e are trying to maintain the public peace against 
those who are out to break it, and ordinarily I should have expected a 
little more gratitude to be shown by the members of Council to the police 
for all that they had been doing in Calcutta. I only speak of Calcutta 
because we are at present discussing the Presidency Police. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: Gratitude for breaking 

heads ! 
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Tilt Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, but for all that they 
have done in maintaining public peace in very difficult times. After all, 
Sir, the police are human beings like you and me, and personally consi- 
dering all that has happened from time to time, I am rather surprised 
that there were not more complaints. Yet although general complaints 
have been hurled at the police this afternoon by several members, the 
strange thing is that there are only one or two individual members who 
have made specific complaints. It is a very eesv thing to collect gossip 
about the police, but it is regrettable that members should cast aspersions 
at the police, and ignore the dangers which they face in protecting the 
people. As regards specific complaints, we were told of the incident 
at the Ochterlony Monument and Mr. Hashemy told us something of what 
happened at Sradhananda Park on the 4th January. According to him 
something very terrible went on at Sradlmnanda Park. When I 
received the notice of the motion on this subject, I called for the papers. 
It seems rather a surprising tiling that there was nothing in the Secre- 
tariat about it, considering what according to Mr. Hashemy had happened 
there. There was not a single paper in the Secretariat, not a single 
complaint about the doings at Sradhananda Park and we usually get a 
lot of complaints regarding these cases 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir. does the Hon’ble 
Member deny that a large number of people fainted there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 am going to deny 
something that he did 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it will be impossible for me to control 
the debate if members exchange words ’n this fashion. 


Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I was present at 
the Park on that occasion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Hashemy, you must observe the rules of 
debate. You cannot rise and interfere with a speech when the member 
does not yield to you. It is not also desirable for the speaking member 
to answer any question until it is actually admitted and then again the 
answer should be given through me. 

Tht Hofl’bto Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Well, Sir, among the 
other things he said in connection with that meeting, Mr. Hashemy 
alleged that a notice was not served. That, of course, is not correct. 
A notice wal served on that date. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Mr. Hashemy did not say that. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow this sort of interruption. 

Tha Hofl’bla Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Sir, when the person 

presiding over the meeting arrived, the Commissioner’s order forbidding 
him to hold the meeting was served on him, and he replied that he would 
contravene that order and hold the meeting. 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, on o point of 
personal explanation 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, I cannot allow you to interrupt 
the Hon’hle Member. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Then, Sir, the persons 
who were attending the meeting were ordered to disperse and when they 
failed to do so, then under the powers given to the police under the 
Criminal Procedure (’ode the meeting was dispersed. That, I submit, 
was legal action taken after due notice had been given. That meeting 
was being held in deliberate defiance of an order duly served, and the 
result that happened was inevitable. 

The next incident referred to was the one that happened at the 
Ochterlony Monument. Well, Sir, I think that if members will cast 
their minds back to Independence Day — I use that phrase because its 
use is associated with the 201 li January for the purposes of these demons- 
trations — they will remember that there was a considerable amount of 
apprehension in Calcutta about what would happen on that day, and 
when the day finished, there was n great sense of relief that there had 
not been any serious cla>hes as were expected. It is perfectly true that 
there was a collection of people at the Ochterlony Monument, but I think 
one speaker did mention the fact that the police had taken time by the 
forelock and put a cordon round the place. The trouble that arose was 
not because the police attacked the people, hut because the people from 
outside tried to force tiieir way th rough the cordon into the part of the 
Maidan near the Monument at which the meeting had been forbidden. 
Sir, I ask the Council in nil honesty who is to la* blamed for that. Is it 
the police, or is it those ladies and others who tried to force their way 
through the cordon? Is it fair to attack the police because when they 
had taken special precautions, people came along and tried to break 
through the cordon to hold an illegal meeting? 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HAEHEMY: What about the 
injuries on Arati Bibi? 

Tha HoiYbla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, I have never heard of 
the lady before this evening. If he had given me the details beforehand, 
I would have inquired into the matter. In that general connection. 
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may I remind the House that if people who are arrested bear any marks 
of injury on their persons, these are recorded in the jail registers? If 
any of the persons referred to in the debate were arrested, I cannot think 
for a moment that the jail people deliberately did not take a note of the 
injuries that these persons had. If you will give me the names of the 
ladies, I will ask my colleague in charge of the Jails to call for a report 
from the jail to which they were sent as to the injuries they had when 
admitted and that will be an independent report. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Gupta referred to some occurrence at the Curion Park 
but he gave us no details. He did not mention the month, or the date 
of that occurrence and I am sorry that I can give no information 
regarding it. The only thing that he did say was that they were 
displayinga flag, and the presumption is that these people were engaged 
in a demonstration in support of civil disobedience and the police were 
doing their duty in dispersing the people so engaged. I think that 
Mr. Gupta as a past Commissioner would recognise that it was a part of 
the duty of the police to disperse an unlawful assembly. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: An assembly of one person P 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I do not know the case, 
because Mr. Gupta did not give any details ns to what happened, but 
1 can safely presume that the police did not worry themselves about one 
person. 

Then. Sir, t lie? e is the other incident, with which Mr. Wordsworth 
has detilt with, about an English lady who iouml Mr. Colson rather 
excited one morning and from that Mr. Gupta inferred that the whole 
Calcutta Police were inefficient. T think that Mr. Wordsworth has 
sufficiently dealt with that point. 

Then, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Hay has dealt with the case of Mis 
Urmila Devi who was detained for dfl hours. Mr. Hay has given me 
no details and as presumably the lady was produced before a court, she 
could have made an application to the court. If Mr. Ray had given 
me the details, I could have looked up the case. 

Then, we come to the incidents about the beating of boys and girls, 
and in this connection I would like to deal with the constructive proposal 
of Mr. J. N. Basu that we should follow the instructions issued by the 
Government of India and take special care about the action taken in 
connection with the civil disobedience movement. I regret he did not 
mention this to me earlier, or I would have told him that as soon as 
the movement started, we put a special officer on to this work. Mr. 
Twynam, a senior Civilian, has been the special officer in the Chief 
Secretary’s office on this work since the movement started, and the main 
part of his woyk has been to look after the administration of the ordinances 
and the measures taken under them, and to issue a series of instructions 
or orders on the subject. I can assure you that he keeps the cloeest 
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watch on all that is done in this connection. Some members of the 
Council have mentioned to me from time to time one or two cases in 
which they thought there had been an abuse of power and I have taken 
particular care on going back to the Secretariat the next day to ask 
Mr. Twynam to look into them. As a matter of fact, this very 
morning when I was in the Secretaiiat before I came to the Council, 
I was discussing with Mr. Twynam certain aspects of the movement and 
on the action to be taken by Government. I can assure Mr. Basu that 
it is not the case that Government have handed over the administration 
of the ordinances to their officers and are taking no care to see what is 
being done. We have put a special officer on to the work and he watches 
very carefully the situation. At present we get from the districts and 
Calcutta every week reports about the civil disobedience movement and 
we keep ourselves in the closest touch with all what is going on. 

Mr. Basu also wanted action taken in regard to his suggestion to 
issue accounts of incidents to the Press. It is rather difficult to take such 
action. On one side we are fold that the Press Officer does not permit 
anything to appear against the police and on the other we are asked to 
see that correct accounts of the incidents that are reported against them 
do appear in the Press. Well, I do not know what the general feeling 
of the members of Council is, but T think that there is a great deal 
of truth in what one member said that even if Government did issue 
their accounts of the incidents, the natural presumption would be that 
they were false and nobody would pay any attention to them. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: Why is that so? 

The Hoit’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I think it is so, because— 
I am trying to use a polite expression— of the mentality of the public. 

G p.m. 

I was talking the other day to a man in another service of the Govern- 
ment, and he said that it was a marvel to him that the police, for whose 
work he had the greatest admiration, were as good as they were. He 
said tUkt from the day they enter the service, the presumption seems 
to be that everything they say is false, and everything said against 
them is true. There is a great deal of truth in what he said. From 
what Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta said, when anything is told you 
about the police, you start by believing it. His argument was that 
witnesses should be summoned, so that the police could have an oppor- 
tunity of disproving what is said against them. According to him in 
the case which ha mentioned, nobody had done anything right; the 
Tribunal paid no attention — and that Tribunal consisted of 3 High 
Court Judges — to the complaint; the complaint was brought before the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate, and he did nothing ; when the c omp lai nan t 
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appealed before the Deputy Commissioner of Police, he also did not 
do anything, or reply to the pleader’s written complaint. The whole 
point of Dr. Sen Gupta’s speech was that everything should have been 
done to disprove the charge against the police. That, I am afraid, 
is the mentality of the people who attack the police, and that is really 
the serious part of the present situation. I took down one sentence of 
what Dr. Sen Gupta said that in connection with cases like this we 
should “bring it home, by adequate punishment to these policemen 
that these things would not be tolerated. I took down the words. 


Df« NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA! ^ cs, but not in connec- 
tion with that case. s 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The serious part of the 
situation is that you are getting nearer and nearer to the time when 
you are going to have full responsible Government, and the police are 
going to be under a popular Minister. Is it not about time that you 
should show some sense of responsibility and realise that it is the police 
who are acting as a bulwark against the forces of disorder, and should 
make it easier for people in authority to see that the force is as per- 
fect as it should be? It is about time that responsible leaders of 
the people recognised this. What is going to be the position if you 
continue to believe that everything the police say is wrong and every- 
thing that the public say against the police is right? You are making 
it infinitely more difficult for us by making these general allegations, 
because, I am perfectly willing to admit that so long as the mentality 
of the people is against the police, so surely there will be a corres- 
ponding tendency on the part of those who are responsible for them 
to demand strict proof of all allegations and to refuse to assume that 
all that is alleged against the police is correct. The senior officers 
of the police are the last people in the world to want illegalities to be 
perpetrated, as they make their work infinitely more difficult. All 
of us want illegalities to stop, and we are doing everything we can 
to stop them, but we cannot do it by ourselves. We must have the 
eo-operfction of the people. We must not only he in a position to 
right the wrong when there are individual and definite instances of 
wrong; we must also get your help to refute them when unfounded 
charges are made. But what is the present position? When the 
police are protecting you from disturbed conditions as at present, 
instead of gratitude, they meet with the greatest ingratitude, and 
unjustifiable charges are made against them. I would ask the Coun- 
cil to recognise that the people have a responsibility towards the 
police. We on our part are doing our utmost to prevent illegalities 
and things like that, and will continue to do so, and for your part we 
ask for co-operation from you with the police and not against the police.. 
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Dr* NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA 8 On a point of persona} 

explanation, Sir. Mr. Prentice has giyen an account of what I said 
which is absolutely wrong. I did not say that the Special Tribunal 
did nothing; I said it had no jurisdiction to deal with the complaint 
and sent it on to the Chief Presidency Magistrate who forwarded it to 
the Commissioner of Police for inquiry. I did not say I expected the 
police to disprove the charge; what I did say was that the complain- 
ant's pleader wanted an opportunity to prove his case, but the police 
did not give him that opportunity. 

The Hon'ble Mr, W. D. R. PRENTICE: I assumed that the com- 
plaint was before the Chief Presidency Magistrate. When the police 
report was before the Chief Presidency Magistrate, did not the pleader 
have the opportunity of appearing before the Chief Presidency Magis- 
trate ? 

Dr, NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: He did apph. 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: And what did the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate 

Mr, PRESIDENT: This is all very irregular. I am afraid Mr. 
Prentice was addressing his followers in the Council, and not the Chair. 
Dr. Sen Gupta arose when Mr. Prentice was speaking. This makes 
it very difficult for me to conduct the business of the House. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Itai Mahaaai was then put and lost. 

The motions of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy were then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result : — 


AYER. 


Alt, Maulvi Haitan. 

All, Maulvi byvd Rauthar. 

•afcth, Maulvi lyad Majid. 

lanarji, Mr. F. 

la»u, Rabu Jatindra Nath. 

Rata, Mr. ftarmdm Kama*. 

•aat, Mr. t. M. 

OhattarjM, Mr. S. C. 

Ohaudhuri, tabu Kiahari Mahan. 
Cbaudhury, Maulvi Nural A tear. 
Obawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Rhani. 
Outt, Itai Rahadur Or. Maridhaa. 
Fatluliah, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Rian, -Or. Amulya Rata*. 

Rahim, Maulvi Ahdui. 

Maahtmy, Maulvi tyad Jalaluddia. 
mm rn , Man imaadut. 


Hasaain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mittra, Rabu tarat Chandra. 

Maakarjaa, Mr. tyaaiapraaad. 

Faddar. Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rahman, Maulvi Atitur. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Mr. thanti •hafcbaraaurar. 

Ray Cbmndhury, iabu fatiah Chandra. 
Raul, Rabu Hatani. 

Ray, Rabu tatyandra Nath. 

Ray Ob au db uH, Rabu Nam Chandra, 
bana n a. Rabu tatya K lunar. 

• a mad, Maulvi Abdua. 

baa Rapta, Or. Naraah Chandra. 

bhah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 
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NOES. 


A iwtw g, Mr. W. ft. 
sal, tube UUt Kumar. 

Sat, Mr. ftarat Chandra. 

—ra m, Mai Sabib ftMtatian. 

Sarttay, Mr. C. 

gaair Odd hi, Khan tahih Maulvi 

Mahammtrt. 

Wrbmyra, Mr. N. 
siaitdy, Mr. ft. N. 

Sattamlay, Mr. 4. M. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hateur 
Rahman. 

Ohaudhuri, Maulvi Byvd Osman Haidar. 
Chawdhury, Haji Sadi Ahmad. 

Oah an, Mr. D. J. 

Cappingar, Majar-ftanaral W. V. 

Caspar, Mr. 0. 0. 

Gain, Mr. Q. R. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Paraqui, tha Han’bla Nawab K. 0. M., 
Khan Bahadur. 

Famous, Mr. L. R. 

Farraatar, Mr. J. Campball. 
ftangali, Rai Bahadur tuail Kumar. 

Qhsaa, tha Han'bla Sir B. B. 

Ohuinavi, tha Han'bla Alhadj Sir Abdal- 
fcarim. 

ftilahriot, Mr. R. N. 

Quha, Mr. P. N. 
ftumar, Mr. C. W. 

Huwain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abul. 

Karr, Mr. W. J. 


Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muanam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi TamUuddin. 

Laaaan, Mr. ft. W. 

Maguirt, Mr. L* T. 

Marr, tha Manila Mr. A. 

MaCfuahia, Mr. ft. T. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Mulliah, Mr. Muhunda Bahary. 

Nag, Ravarand B. A. 

Naiimuddia, tha Han'bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Ormand, Mr. 6. C. 

Philpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Prantiaa, tha Han'bla Mr. W. 0. R. 
Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Rahman, Mr. A F. M. Abdur- 
Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. 

Ray Ohaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Raaa, Mr. i. 

Ray, Babu ditandra Hath. 

Ray, Mr. gailatwar Singh. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Mr. Bijay Praaad Singh. 
Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Sarfcar, Sir dadunath. 

Sarhar, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

San, Rai Sahib Ahahay Kumar 
Suhraarardy, Mr. H, S. 
mamas, Mr. M. P. 

Wiihinsan, Mr. H. R. 

Wardsamrth, Mr. W. 0. 

Warthingtan, Mr. R. H. 


The Ayes being 33, and the Noes 61, the motion was lost. 

[At 6-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 6-25 p.m.] 


Mftulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: As regards the ad- 
journment motion which you have allowed to he discussed at 4 p.m. 
to-morrow afternoon, I submit that it will he more convenient if the 
time is fixed from 5 to 7 p.m. because at 4 or 4-15 p.m. there will be 
one adjournment for prayer. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtUs If there is no objection, Sir, 
it would be very convenient to have the adjournment motion discussed 
at 5 p.m. 

lUft HftH’Mft Mr* W. 0. R- PRENTICE: 1 think, Sir, the time, 
as has been agreed to, is quite suitable. 


Mr. BMANTI CtfSKMARIBWAR RAY: It will be very con* 
renieat if the motion is discussed from 4 to 5 p.m. 


33 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: As the Hon’ble Member has raised an objection, 
I think I should stick to the time already fixed. If the House had 
been unanimous on the point, I should have thought over the matter. 
As it seems, however, the House is hopelessly divided. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Its. 1,95,795 under the head *26A — Presidency Police — Calcutta Police 
— Supplies and services’ be reduced by Re. 1 (abnormally heavy 
charges).” 

Mr. i. M. BOSE: 1 beg to move that the demand of Rs. 4,29,812 
under the head “26A — Presidency Police — Calcutta Police — Supplies 
and services and contract contingencies” be reduced by Rs. 101 (to 
discuss advisability of encouraging the use of indigenous goods, espe- 
cially those made in Bengal, in the Calcutta Police). 

My object in doing so is to get a declaration of policy from Govern- 
ment regarding the encouragement of suadexht goods. We are deeply 
interested in the sieadruh t movement: many of us remember, taking 
in the days of our youth, the vow which enjoined us to support India- 
made goods even at a sacrifice. Over a quarter of a century has passed 
since then ; and we are still the advocates of that policy which now 
may be called the policy of “Buy Indian.” But we advocate this not 
from a feeling of hatred of the foreigner, but from a feeling of love for 
our countrymen, a feeling which impels us to encourage them to pro- 
duce goods here, and thus to earn a livelihood for themselves. This 
active feeling of love for our motherland and for its children is the 
living spring that keeps alive the ittratleshi spirit. Now this policy was 
definitely and formally accepted by the Government of India in the 
famous Irwin-Gandhi Pact as embodied in the Government of India 
notification of the 5th March, 1931, clause (5) of which reads thus: 
“The position of the Government is as follows: They approve of the 
encouragement of Indian industries as a part of the economic and 
industrial movement designed to improve the material condition of 
India.” 

This is exactly the reason for which we advocate the policy of 
“Buy Indian.” We want to encourage our people to ©am a living, 
to help them to be self-reliant instead of hankering after service. W© 
want to ©ncourage our brothers and sisters to produce indigenous 
goods, which we shall find a market for. Now I want to know the 
position Government now takes up in this matter, after the recent 
events. Do they still accept the policy laid down in clause (6) of the 
Pact as above, or have they given it up because Lord Irwin is no longer 
the Viceroy, and Gandhi is in jail? What is the Government of Ben- 
gal doing to help the manufacture and sale of indigenous goods t Are 
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they Actively encouraging this by placing considerable orders for the 
goods they require, with our countrymen? What is the total value 
of goods made in India purchased by Government, for the last few 
years? Is the figure on the increase? Further, I want the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to give preference to the products of Bengal as far as 
possible. The people of Bengal have a preferential claim and can 
naturally demand that Bengal goods should be taken, even at some 
sacrifice. Let the people feel that Government is at one with them, 
that Government is doing their best to improve the material condition 
of Bengal. Let Government follow a constructive policy of encouraging 
the economic regeneration of the country. Then they will 
find the people responding; the mist of mutual suspicion will disappear 
as soon as we find Government co-operating with us to improve our 
material prosperity. 

Sir, the Government are mistaken if they imagine that twadeshi 
is sedition, that the desire to encourage indigenous goods is in any 
way to be put down. It is the popular impression that one of the 
objects of the various Ordinances is to crush the ntrtuleshi movement 
and to help the British. I want Government to make it quite clear by 
declaration and conduct that this impression is unfounded. They know 
well that the Viceroy’s writ does not run over our heart, that we are 
the masters of our soul, that any attempt to wean the people from the 
policy of “Buy Indian” will surely fail. 

With these few words, I commend my motion for acceptance. 

OEPUTY 8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, POLITICAL 
DEPARTMENT (Mr. B. R. Sen): Sir, l can assure the hon’hlo 
member that Government are in full sympathy with the object of this 
motion. It is an established policy of Government to encourage 
indigenous industries and local purchases through local contractors as 
far as possible, and Presidency Police is no exception in this respec t, 
The hon’ble member has asked for some information about the umount 
of $ Mulethi goods pure bused and the value of such goods. I am afraid 
I am not in a position to give him that information just at the present 
moment, but I may mention that 90 per rent, of the clothing for 
Presidency Police is purchased locally through contractors several of 
whom are Indians. The purchases are subject only to two conditions. 
One is that a certain standard of quality is insisted upon, and the other 
is that in view of the necessity for economy, tenders with economical 
prices are accepted. The hon’ble member has inquired whether the 
recent happenings have made any change in the policy of Government 
in the matter. My reply is that there has not been any change in the 
policy of Government in the matter as a result of the recent happenings. 

In view of what I have said just now, I would ask the hon’bla 
member to withdraw his motion. 
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The motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Maiflvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 2,35,856 under the head *26 A — Presidency Police— Calcutta Police- 
Other contingencies — Bents, rates, etc/ be reduced by Be. 1 (to pro- 
test against the system of house allowances paid to certain numbers of 
Calcutta Police)/* 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 33,44,000 
under the head *26 — Presidency Police — Calcutta Police* be reduced 
by Bs. 100 (to draw the attention of the Government towards unrestrict- 
ed gambling going on in the carnivals throughout the year)/* 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 33,44,000 under the head “26A — Presidency Police — Calcutta 
Police” be reduced by Bs. 100 (to discuss the bad method of traffic 
management). 

Sir, the traffic management in Calcutta and also in Howrah is most 
unsatisfactory. It is common knowledge that buses which ply in the 
streets of Calcutta and Howrah are so overloaded with passengers that 
overcrowding is always to be seen. This thing is never cared for by the 
traffic police. I think they are the people who should keep the bus- 
owners under their control and not allow so much overcrowding in the 
buses and sometimes in tramcars. This difficulty is much more felt by 
the daily passengers who come to attend their offices with great hurry 
at a time between 9 and 10 a.m. On account of this overcrowding, 
many instances of accidents do occur. (A Voice: Never.) One 
member says never. If he wants to have some definite cases, I can 
place before him at least two cases which occurred in the past. 

6-46 p.m. 

I can place before the House the accidents which have occurred in. 
the past. One of the common causes of accident is this: that passen- 
gers not finding a place inside the buses prefer to remain standing on 
the footboards and thus cause accidents. 

Then, Sir, take the management of traffic with regard to carts. If 
the Government want, I can prove it to the hilt that at every street 
crossing every carter has got to pay one or two pice to the constables for 
nothing. This practice of taking illegal gratification is taking place 
within the heart of Calcutta and Howrah and other places, without being 
checked in any way by the superior officers who hold control over the 
subordinate staff of the traffic police. Then, Sir, at times I have assn 
near the Howrah bridge approaches carters being mercilessly whipped 
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and beaten by the traffic police constables, beaten no less cruelly than 
the carters beat tbeir own buffaloes. It excites the sympathy of every 
man who passes by these incidents and these incidents are frequent at 
places between the Howrah station and the Howrah bridge and the 
approaches to it. The carters are also human beings. We know they 
are poor people and are afraid of the police just as children are afraid 
of ghosts. They have neither money, nor position nor courage to bring 
their complaints to the notice of the higher authorities; so they patiently 
forbear all this ill treatment by the traffic police. The traffic police too 
on their part know that the carters are not able to speak a word against 
their unjust and cruel acts, so they ill treat and roughly handle them 
with impunity. I gave notice of this motion just to call the attention 
of Government in this respect. If these men do any wrong, violate any 
traffic rules or any law of the land, they should certainly be liable to 
punishment but not the punishment of the nature I have just described. 
What I want to impress upon the members of this House is that these 
people should be treated as human beings and not as so many beasts and 
should be also prevented from the molestation of the traffic police. I 
also think there should be better men at the control of this traffic depart- 
ment, which, I think, is much neglected, and that iB why this sort of 
things are going on for such a length of time. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: Unfortunately, again, we have more bricks 
thrown unfairly at the police. I am afraid my experience is that it is 
the usual practice in this House. On this occasion last year my party 
had to criticise the traffic police on various points. I am happy to say 
that this year we do not have to do so, because I think the majority of 
the House will agree with me that there has been considerable improve- 
ment in the management of the traffic in Calcutta, There is still a good 
deal of room left for further improvement, but I do think that things 
are now better. When one thinks that the traffic control is largely left to 
illiterate constables on a very small pay, the mariner in which they do 
regulate traffic is surprisingly good. There are, however, one or two 
points to which I should like to direct the attention of the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber. Last year Mr. Thompson who was a member of this Council drew 
attention on to the white lines and suggested that the use of the white 
lines might be made more generally known. As it is, the white lines 
are still there, but it seems that for the most part they are forgotten, 
with the result that the traffic runs all over them, so that it is difficult 
to ensure obedience to them. In Ixmdon and Paris, and indeed 
anywhere else, such breaches of the rule of the road would be promptly 
penalised. Here, too often, traffic control is complicated by bullock 
carts, handcarts and bicycles. These handcarts and bicycles are an 
absolute source of danger as they think they are a law unto themselves. 
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They take no notice When held up by the traffic police who in turn take 
no action, whereas any breaches by taxis or anybody else are immediately 
reported. 

Again, in London, traffic is not allowed to turn left at a corner but 
is held up with the main stream. But in this city there is the danger- 
ous system of permitting traffic to move against police signal. My sug- 
gestion is that once traffic is stopped, it should be stopped in all direc- 
tions and when traffic is released it should move on in one direction. 

There is still the old trouble of Chowringhee being allowed to be 
the racing ground for buses. Too often three or four buses are permitted 
to race in echelon, and I do not know how many times the island near 
the Army and Navy Stores lias been knocked down. 

Again, the only places where the buses do not stop are at the stopping 
places. For instance, buses proceeding towards Writers’ Buildings are 
not ullowed to stop to the left by the Customs House but must proceed 
to turn and drop their passengers on the street corner by Writers’ Build- 
ings. In most cases they slow down on the middle of the street by the 
Hnlwell Monument and curs coming up behind not anticipating their 
movements might cause accidents which might be easily prevented, had 
they stopped at the proper bus-stops. 

There is another question which has been referred to by the mover 
of the motion and that is the gratification alleged to be taken by the 
traffic police from bus-drivers and others. T do not know, I have no per- 
sonal knowledge. I have seen one or two suspicious cases, hut the 
general belief is that corruption among the traffic police is wide-spread. 
I think that it would he as well if the matter could he inquired into and 
if it exists, it should be put a stop to. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A\ bile realising the difficulties that the 
traffic police have to put up with because carts must move slowly, 
because buses must race, because cows must be permitted to wander in 
the streets and bulls must be allowed to knock anybody down whenever 
they wish to do so, one hus to admit that in spite of these difficulties 
the traffic* police have got many sins to answer for. I will not refer to the 
little toll which they take from the cartmen and the buses and the taxis 
and the rickshaws and the hackney carriages. It is necessary for the 
purpose of supplementing the very small public* income which they 
enjoy. This is so widely known that it is not necessary to comment on 
it, although within the last year I know of several cases when policemen 
who have been stupid enough to get caught have been very drastically 
dealt with by the department. I will eonfiue myself just to one or two 
instances of traffic irregularities, but before I do that, I should like to 
differ, if I may, from the opinion of the hon’ble member who spoke just 
before me that it is a danger to traffic if the traffic is permitted to go 
by the left against the signal ahead. This experiment of not permitting 
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traffic to go by the left is being watched at the junction of Old Court 
Hottfp { £>treet and Waterloo Street, where the Traffic Department has 
put up red and green lights. If the traffic is permitted to go by the left 
instead of being held up, it will certainly relieve congestion, and I am 
not aware that by allowing this hitherto any accident has occurred. On 
the other hand, many persons who would otherwise have to wait for 
two or three minutes and hold up a long queue have been able to get 
away sooner and permitted other cars to come up. 

One thing peculiar in connection with the traffic police is that the 
more the traffic is left to itself, the sooner it gets moving and the sooner 
the congestion is relieved. There are some places in Calcutta where 
it is impossible to regulate traffic ; nevertheless, it gets rid of itself in a 
remarkably efficient manner because there are no traffic police to guide 
it. I refer in particular to the north-east corner of Dalhousie Square. 
Traffic comes from so many different directions and is so varied yet the 
traffic is able to get rid of itself much more quickly than four traffic 
constables regulating traffic near the Hall and Anderson’s corner eau get 
rid of theirs. This system of laissez-faire might be adopted in many 
places and many traffic police might be got rid of and put in their proper 
place, namely, in the reserved police. 

There is one other point to which I would like to draw the attention 
ot the Hon’ble Member. “No parking" hoards have l>een put up in 
Dhurrumtollah Street. Dhurrumtollali Street is a very busy centre of 
trade mid many persons go there for the purpose of shopping. These 
“no parking" notices, which are very liberal and are on both sides of 
the road, have practically paralysed trade. There is a counterpait of 
this in Bowbazar Street. I kuow that Imth the roads are busy thorough- 
fares : it is on that account that shops have been put up, and heavy rents 
are paid; but because they are busy thoroughfares, there is no reason 
why the shops should he killed. You must arrive at a reasonable com* 
promise. The wealth of Calcutta is through shops and not through 
thoroughfares and traffic. The trade is being snatched away from these 
people, and the richer people who used to come there, are now going 
elsewhere, such as to Chowringhee, because of the inconvenience of park- 
ing cars. I submit that the matter should lie reconsidered, as these 
notices do cause inconvenience to a large number of the shopping public 
and the shops that have grown up there are being starved. 

7 p.ra. 

The Hui'Ml Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Sir, it is interesting to 
hear the different views regarding the regulation of traffic by the police 
in Calcutta and I think every one will agree with Mr. Cooper that there 
has been an improvement in this respect in the city of Calcutta. The 
traffic in Calcutta is very heavy in different parts of Calcutta at different 
timed, and when one remembers the huge amount of traffic that has to 
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bt controlled in a big city like Calcutta, it seems extraordinary that it 
is done in such a successful way by the two or three policemen who are 
usually on duty near the junction of important thoroughfares. 

The first point I should like the House to remember is that owing to 
the heavy demand, that are made on the police nowadays for other 
duties, the number of police officers on traffic duty has been reduced 
below that usually provided for this purpose. In order to find men for 
other emergent duties, instead of asking the Council for more men, 
we have tried to find them by reducing the number of policemen on 
traffic duty, and thus to avoid extra expenditure. 

The discussion began with the overcrowding in buses. I do not 
know if Dr. Amulya Itatan Ghose has ever been in England and if he 
has experience of the buses and tube in London at rush hours. Nobody 
wants this overcrowding, but unfortunately the public are not as 
disciplined as the police, and in spite of the orders to the contrary, they 
persist in overcrowding the buses. We do our best to stop this, but we 
do not succeed. The remedy in this case lies more with the public 
than with the police. 

The next allegation is about the carters and there is the usual story 
about the perquisites exacted by the police from them. It is difficult 
to do anything in this respect on account of the refusal of the carters 
to make complaints against the people by whom these perquisites are 
exacted. But as Mr. Suhrawardy has told you from his personal 
knowledge, there have been cases in which the police authorities have 
detected policemen taking this hukthecs or dasturi and have taken severe 
action against the culprits. That is in accordance with the policy of the 
officers at the head of the police and it depends largely for its success on 
whether the people will support the policy of Government and assist 
them to put a stop to this evil. 

I now turn to the suggestions made by Mr. Cooper as regards matters 
in which there might bo further improvement. One of the matters he 
referred to was about traffic turning left. As Mr. Suhrawardy pointed 
out, an experiment in prohibiting this is being made at the crossing of 
Government Place North and Old Court House Street and in the notice 
that was issued when the signal lamps were introduced, you will see 
some explanation given as to why this is being done. Whether it is suit- 
able or unsuitable at this particular place I cannot say. It is a matter 
of opinion whether a prohibition of turning left would improve matters 
generally. I am inclined to think that such a prohibition would increase 
some of the traffic blocks, e.g ., that in front of Cbowringhee Mansions 
which is partly relieved by Park Street traffic being allowed to turn left 
and get clear. But m any case an experiment is being made in Old 
Court House Street and if it is successful, it will be introduced 
elsewhere. 
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Aft regards the white lines, which, Mr. Cooper said, were generally 
disregarded, I should be very glad if the police were to take more 
energetic action against people offending against the white line. 

I myself have sad experience of the point referred to by Mr. Cooper 
about bus-stops near the Hoi well Monument. It seems that the only 
place where a bus never stops is w here there is a bus-stop. But we shall 
try to hove some improvement effected in this matter. 

As you all probably know, for a long time we have been wanting to 
strengthen the traffic police, but want of money has prevented us from 
taking up this question. We admit that there are defects and we are 
trying our best to improve things. I am glad to hear it admitted as 
I have said already, that there has been some improvement, and I hope 
the members will give us time to make further improvements. 

Mr. Suhrawardy has referred to the notices of “no parking” in 
Dhurrumtollah Street and Bowbesar and the inconvenience caused 
thereby to the shopping public. That was discussed last year. If Mr. 
Suhrawardy knows anything about London, he will be able to realise 
the difficulties about parking cars in shopping areas. The orders regard- 
ing Dhurrumtollah and other commercial areas were published for 
criticism and they were (tire fully examined before they were issued, and 
I can hold out no hope of their being modified. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Bataii Ghose was then put and lost. 


Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: I beg to move that the 
demand of Its, 32,06,9110 under the head “26A — Presidency Police — Pay 
of establishments” be reduced by He. 1 (to criticise the policy of 
Government in recruiting non-Bengalis to the ranks of inspectors, sub- 
inspectors, sergeants, assistant sub-inspectors, bead constables, constables 
and Indian officers of the Armed Police, sepoys and temporary forces and 
other establishments in the Presidency Police Service). 

Sir, it does not require any great intelligence to understand the 
reason that has led me to bring this motion before this House. When 
the cry has been raised in almost all the provinces in India that the loaves 
and fishes in various provinces should be reserved for the children 
belonging to the respective provinces, we do not understand fora moment 
why Bengal should be the dumping ground for the people belonging to 
other provinces. If Bihar be reserved for Biharies, the Punjab for 
Punjabis, there is no reason why Bengal should not be reserved for 
Bengalis. We know that this will eventually lead to provincial patrio- 
tism and jealousy, but if they are jealous of us, there is no reason why 
we should be liberal to them. We have tried our best in the past to 
accommodate the non- Bengalis in our province in all spheres of life, 
but we cannot continue to show this generous attitude to them any longer 
as we are driven out by the non-Bengalis not only out of their own 
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provinces but also from the different departments of life and activities 
in our own province. We must frankly admit that we cannot afford 
any more to be charitable to others. It is not out of grudge that we 
are opposing the appointment of non-Bengalis in Bengal — the various 
departments under its administration. We are opposing it because it 
has become a question of life and death with us. Unemployment has 
become a serious problem with us. Thousands of our young men with 
the highest and best education that* our schools and colleges can afford 
to give are knocking about and roaming in the street for employment, 
but with our best effort we have hitherto failed to find out any suitable 
avenue of life for them. We do not disclose any secret when we say that 
this sheer unemployment and despiration among our young educated 
people is surely but slowly goading them into anarchism and civil 
disturbance. If we are to save, as certainly we are to save, our young 
educated people from starvation and anarchism, we must stop the 
recruitment of non-Bengalis for services in Bengal and forthwith 
inaugurate a definite policy of recruiting our youug educated people 
for employment in the various branches of the public service to which 
reference has been made in my motion. 

Mr. B. R. SEN: In connection with a Minilar motion last year 
brought forward by Mr. Fazlullah, the Hon ble Member had observed 
that the policy of recruiting Bengalis for the posts of constables was 
one which had the full symjttithy of Government, but that the number of 
Bengali applicants for such posts who complied with the standard laid 
down was totally insufficient for the needs of the Presidency as also of 
the Bengal Police. It will peihaps suffice now if I repeat the assurance 
of the Hon hie Member-in-charge that the department is only too glad 
to enlist constables from men of the province when suitable men are 
available. 

I may point out here that the complaint of paucity of Bengalis in 
ranks other than those of constables is not liorne out by facts. I can 
give figures corrected up to the 1st March, 1932, to make the position 
clear. In the Calcutta Police on that date there were — 

22 Bengalis in a standard strength of 65 inspectors; 

97 Bengalis in a standard strength of 117 sub-inspectors; 

13 < Bengalis in a standard strength of 152 assistant sub-inspectors. 

As to sergeauts, the case is necessarily different. They are taken in 
for certain executive duties and the classes from which they are recruited 
are best fitted to perform these duties. 

I hope iti view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble Member-in- 
charge Wat year and repeated by me now, the member will be pleased to 
withdraw his motion. 
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Ufa PRESIDENT: Members were notified that His Excellency the 
GoTeraor would address the Council to-morrow at 2-40 p.m. I am 
to request members to be punctually at their seats to-morrow at 2-40, 


Adjournment* 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-40 p.m.. on Thursday, the 
24th March, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proosedinp of tht Bsngal L%it)itivf Connell itf t m b ltd under the 
provitiom of tho Government of Indie Aot. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 24th March, 1932, at 2-40 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. President (the Hon "hie Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaitdhuhi, kt., of San tosh; in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 116 nominated 
and elected members. 


(At 2-40 p.m. the Registrar to the Council announced to the Hou’ble 
the President that His Excellency the Governor was without. The 
Hon hie the President then left his seat on the dais and met His 
Excellency under the small dome in the vestibule. His Excellency then 
entered the Council Chamber with the Hon’ble the President, and, at 
the request of the Hon’ble the President, took his seat in the Presi- 
dential Chair, the Hon’ble the President being seated on His 
Excellency’s right. > 


Hit ExoeUtncy the Governor's Address. 

Hit EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR of BENGAL (the Right 
Honourable Sir Franois Stanley Jackson): Mr. President and gentle- 
men, I have asked the Council to meet at this hour to-day to enable me 
to take my leave of you and to bid you farewell. It is not my 
intention to occupy more than a few minutes of your time and the 
occasion demands that I should avoid any matter of a controversial 
nature. At the same time I felt that I could not contemplate with any 
satisfaction to myself the idea of leaving this province without offering 
to the members of this Council an expression of my gratitude for the 
consideration and courtesy which I have invariably received from you. 
Sir, and from the hon’ble members of this House. 

On an occasion like this I may be pardoned if, for a moment, I look 
back over the period during which I have been associated with the 
Government of this province and with the present Council and its 
immediate predecessor. 

I consider myself fortunate that it was given to me to see tho 
Council established in this beautiful Council House. You have now 
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had * year in which to teat its qualities ; I feel sure you must all he 
satisfied with them and I am confident, — and the year that has just 
passed serves to strengthen the conviction, — that in these noble and 
impressive surroundings you and your successors will find inspiration 
for the discharge of the responsible task to which you are called. 

It is, perhaps, unnecessary for me to refer to the fact that for the 
whole period since five years ago I first came to Bengal, Government 
and members of this House have laboured under an ever-increasing 
financial difficulty. Projects admirable in themselves and even neces- 
sary in any well-conducted modern state have had to be withheld from 
file House, — or if placed before the House, and by the House on the 
Statute Book, have had to be held in abeyance till better times produce 
the money to finance them. In spite of that this House has to its 
credit, I venture to think, a good record of work well done for the 
province. 

We have always had in front of us the urgent needs of the millions 
who dwell and toil throughout the districts in this province. I was 
pleased when that important but complicated measure, the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, was passed. It was, 1 believe, originally sponsored by 
the late Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia and eventually ably piloted through 
this House by the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter. But the two 
great needs which appeared to me to cry out loudest for attention were 
increased and better facilities for education and constant care for the 
improvement of public health. The Rural Primary Education Act, 
which this Council passed eighteen months ago, seems to me to be 
fraught with greater potentialities for the good of the province than 
any measure which has yet been passed into law in the Reformed 
Councils of Bengal. It is a matter of great regret that the all- 
pervading blight of shortage of means deluys its complete institution. 
But you will proceed with it as soon as possible: your people want this 
help. In matters of public health and local self-government the 
Council has by its vote helped and sustained the Minister in a policy 
which includes the development of the system of health circles which 
is working well in every comer of the province. Public health in 
Bengal must he your primary care. There is no province where this is 
more necessary than in Bengal. If you once let the care of public 
health be overlooked, serious trouble must ensue. I am afraid that 
there is yet great scope for education in matters of sanitation in Bengal. 
From my experience of it I am led to hope that further extension and 
strengthening of the union board system will receive your support. I 
am satisfied that union boards supply the foundation and training 
ground of democracy and provide the experience which must form the 
ba sis of every true democratic system of government. It is through 
them that the value of the vote and how to use it is learnt. 
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I must also gratefully acknowledge the way in which the House has 
risen to the full height of its responsibilities when demands have had to 
be made upon it for funds and for legislation for the maintenance of 
peace and good government in the province. 

But, perhaps, I may express the view that more important than any 
particular legislative measure — however weighty or courageous — that 
the Council has adopted, has been the general attitude of the present 
Council towards its own responsibilities and the potentialities of the 
constitution. It is true at one period that some of your predecessors 
showed a disposition to dispense with the assistance of Ministers, but I 
must readily acknowledge that throughout the greater part of its term 
the present Council has worked to the full the constitution for which 
the Government of India Act provides and has maintained in office with 
only one change, which the Council did not itself impose, a team of 
Ministers who, both before and since the change to which I have 
referred, have done most creditable service both to Government aud to 
the people of this province. 

I feel also that members of this Council will agree that much credit 
is due to the permanent officials for the part they have played in the 
work of the Council. Attendance in Council and the task of carrying 
with them the opinion and assent of the House were duties which it is 
safe to assume none of the present official members of the House 
foresaw when they elected to enter the service of the Crown aud of 
India. To them it is a compulsory addition to an already over-crowded 
official life, but I believe they have served the Council well in helping 
to build up its traditions and in preparing the way for those who in the 
future will occupy the Government benches. 

And lastly, as regards the past, you will allow me, as one with some 
experience of the spirit and intricacies of Parliamentary procedure, to 
offer my congratulations on the manner in which, in general, the 
business of the House had been carried on. If you have been fortunate 
in the occupant of the Presidential chair, as you have been, you are also 
entitled to the credit of having loyally combined to make his task one 
for the display rather of the velvet glove than of the iron hand. 

So much for the past : as regards the future, before l came to Bengal 
I realised that during my term of office would fall some at all events of 
the inquiries necessary with a view to the further implementing of the 
policy of His Majesty's Government as regards the future Government 
of India. As a matter of fact this problem has been exercising the 
minds of statesmen here and in England almost continuously ever 
since I came out. I need not recapitulate the various steps that have 
already been taken, but I think I am right in believing that in spite of 
the distance yet to be travelled and the hurdles still to be crossed, it 
must fall to my immediate successor to order the election which will 
provide this province with its first autonomous Government. 
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I Ofcnnot help feeling that it will be all to the good when the present 
transition stage, with its expectancy and with all its uncertainty and 
doubt, is over and we know definitely where we stand.. Transition is 
difficult in itself and the atmosphere of transition is also a difficult 
atmosphere in which to carry on the work of administration. I think 
we shall all agree that the sooner we can pass through this period the 
better,— so that on the lines marked out and within the constitution laid 
down you may all settle down and concentrate on constructive and 
progressive work for the advancement and increased happiness of the 
province. I shall not be here to offer you my help in that task, but I 
look forward to the days when I may hear and read of your achieve- 
ments under the new constitution. 

I like to picture this House divided into parties, with policies 
based upon principles, each policy conceived and urged in the general 
interests, though varying in the methods of achievement proposed. 
These parties and policies will, I hope, produce leaders who will not 
only sway public opinion in Bengal but who will play an important 
part in the higher councils of State. 

Perhaps before I finish I may strike a personal note. I have tried 
my best to keep the scales even. 1 am personally conscious of much 
good-will which has been extended to me and which, 1 believe, has 
come from understanding and mutual respect. Understanding and 
mutual respect can help in the solution of many difficult problems. 
Get them established in India not only between British and Indian but 
also between Indian and Indian and then you will find the road clear for 
rapid progress towards peace and prosperity. I bid you farewell, and 
may all success attend your efforts. (Applause.) 

[His Excellency the Governor then left the Council Chain her ^ 
preceded by the Hon’blc the President.] 

( (hi the return of the Hon hie the President .) 


Tribute to His ExooUoitcy tho Covsmor. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, as your spokesman I 
would be failing in my duty if I did not avail myself of this opportunity 
to give expression to the feeling of genuine admiration and profound 
thankfulness which His Excellency the Governor's sympathetic and 
illuminating address evoked within us this afternoon. His Excellency's 
speech, as you all must have felt, had a remarkable ring of sincerity in 
it and for the matter of that every word which fell from his lips was 
based broad and deep on his well-known sympathy for the people of 
Bengal. During the five years that he has been the Governor of Bengal 
we have felt at every stage, that Bengal had at the steering wheel of 
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her ehip a seasoned captain who could be depended upon to set it* helm 
on the right course. Not long ago, our present Secretary of State had 
spoken of His Excellency the Governor as a highly popular, patriotic 
and courageous administrator ; I should like to go further and predict 
that when the constitutional history of this country comes to be written, 
Sir Stanley will be given a very high place along with the best British 
statesmen and administrators who came out to this country to make 
India a greater India and to help her people to march abreast with the 
progressive nations of the world. In your name and on your behalf, 
gentlemen, I propose to send a farewell message to His Excellency the 
Governor, telling him that each and every one of you wishes His 
Excellency and the Hon’ble Lady Jackson bright future, health, 
happiness and prosperity. I hope that in order to authorise me to send 
such a message and with a view to endorse what I have said, you will 
now rise in your places. 


(The members rose in their places.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen, the necessary action will 
be taken. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral antwors wore given). 

Revenue, rents, eto., of pargana Alapeingh, Mymonsingh. 

*162. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the lie venue Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing— 

(*) the total amount of yearly revenue paid by the landlords (hav- 
ing permanent settlement) for the pargana Alapsingh in 
the district of Mymensingh; 

(ti) the total amount of yearly road cess paid by them for the said 
pargana; 

(«tt) the total amount of yearly rents realised by them from their 
tenants in the said pargana; and 

(it) the total amount of yearly road cesses realised by them from 
their tenants in the said pargana? (If accurate amounts 
are not possible approximate amounts are wanted.) 
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WEB in «hWf» •* REVENUE DEPARTMENT (Um Hon'M* 
•fr'Sgp* ChO«*): («') The total annual demand is Es. 71,762-15-6. 

(N) The total annual cess demand is Rs. 85,633-7-9. 

(»t) The rent from raiyats is Rs. 10,93,000 approximately; figures 
for rent from tenure-holders are not available. 

(it?) The cess realised from raiyats is about 11s. 39,000; figures for 
cess realised from tenure-holders are not available. 


Maulvi ABDUL HAKIMs Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
^ state whether it is a fact that the total amount of rent realised from the 
landlords is more than fifteen times the revenue payable by the landlords 
to Government? 


The Hon’ble 8ir B. B. CHOSE: The calculation may be made easily. 
The only difficulty is that we do not know the figures of rent paid by 
the tenure-holders. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Is not the rent highly excessive in the 
opinion of the Hon 'hie Member? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: That is a mutter of opinion. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: From what source has this figure of total 
rent been arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: From the leports of the Collector. 


Catalogues of Books in Bengal Library. 

•188. MUNI NORA OEB RAI MAHASAI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(?) the number of copies of “Catalogue of books in the Bengal 
Library” supplements of the Calcutta Gazette , published 
during the last five years with date of publication; 

(ti) the number of copies dis}K>sed of in each issue; and 

(•ti i) the number of copies presented to the public libraries in the 
province P 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of distributing 
the surplus copies to registered and recognised public libraries asking 
lor the same? 
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MINUTER Hi dwrgt of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (pm 
HOft’W# Mr. Khwija NtztfmMMm) : (a) A statement giving the details 
required from 1929 is laid on the table. Particulars for the preceding 
years are not available as the relevant records are destroyed after three 

fears. 

(b) Government would be prepared to consider such applications 
for the surplus copies. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred 
question No. 163. 


Number 
of copies 
printed. 

1 

Dote on which 
printed. 

2 

For the quarter ending — 

3 

Number of 
copes 
distributed 
in general 
distribution. 

4 

Number of 
copies 
distributed 
in public 
librariea 
in the 
province. 

5 

490 

10*1-1929 

30th June, 1928 

425 

Nil. 

490 

30*5*1929 

30th September, 1928 

448 

Nil. 

490 

22-8*1929 

31st December, 1928 

447 

Nil. 

490 

5*12*1929 

31st March, 1929 

435 

Nil. 

490 

13*3*1930 

30th June, 1929 

426 

Nil. 

490 

19*8*1930 

30th September, 1929 

446 

1 

490 

24-7*1930 

31st December, 1929 

439 

1 

490 

28-8*1930 

31st March, 1930 

444 

1 

490 

20*11*1930 

30th June, 1930 

441 

l 

490 

22*1*1931 

30th September, 1930 

365 

L 

490 

23*4*1931 

31st December, 1930 

430 

1 

490 

24*9*1931 

31st March. 1931 

396 

L 

490 

14*1*1932 

30th June, 1931 

359 

1 


Moslem hood masters in Covo mm s n t high English sohoefts. 

*104. Maul Vi ABUL KASEM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

<*) the present uumWr of head masters in Government high 
schools in Bengal; 

( ii ) how many of them are Muhammadans; 

(tit) the percentage of the Muhammadan head masters in these 
school#, leaving out the denominational institutions; 

(te) how many new appointments of head masters were made in the 
year 1931; 
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W bo* many of them have been given to the Muhammadans ; and 

(**) how many vacancies are likely to occur, in the rank of h * f«H 
master, during the year 1032? 


(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of a feeling amongst the Muham- 
madans about the paucity of Muhammadan head masters P 

(c) What steps, if any, do the Government propose to take for 
appointing proportionate number of Muhammadans as head masters in 
Government high schools in Bengal? 


Tlw Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i), (•*), (m), 
(iv), ( v ) and (ri) A statement is laid on the table. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The claims of qualified Moslems are duly considered with those 
of ether eligible candidates when vacancies are filled. It may be 
pointed out that permanent vacancies of headmasterships are filled after 
a reference to the Bengal Selection Board. 


Statement referred to in the aimrer to clause (a) of starred 
question No. 164. 


(0 41. 

(it) 11 (8 substantive and 8 officiating). 

(iii) 22-2 per cent. 

{ ir) No new permanent appointments were made during 1931. 
Two officiating appointments were made during the year. 

(c) None. 

(vt) There will probably be three vacancies occurring in 1032. 
These are in addition to three which occurred in 1931 but which have 
already been filled this year. 


Cholera in TangatU 

•115. Meulvi MUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUFdll (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, than a by thana, the 
total number of deaths caused by the last outbreak of cholera epidemic 
in the Tangail subdivision ? 

(b) Art the Government aware of a general feeling that the out- 
break was mainly due to the poverty and helpless condition of the 
people in the food-effected areas? 
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(c) Is it a fact that the famine-stricken people suffered most by this 
outbreak ? 

(d) Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, 
have been taken by the Government to prevent a recurrence? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr, Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): («) A statement 

is laid on the table. 

(b) and (c) The epidemic of cholera which frequently follows on 
abnormal floods appears to have been due in this instance to the usual 
causes of consumption of unwholesome food and water due to the scarcity 
of the former and the contamination of the latter by reason of the 
floods. 

(d) Government will always take steps in an emergency such as this 
to assist and advise the district board in taking preventive and remedial 
action in the interests of public health. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) of starred question 
No. lfid shotnuf/ than a hi/ thona the total number of deaths caused 
by the last outbreak of cholera epidemic in the Tanyail subdivision. 


ThamiH. 

Number of deaths. 

1. Tangail 

... 70 

2. Basail 

... 101 

3. Nagarpur 

... 135 

4. Mirra pur 

... 24 

5. Kalihnti 

... 49 

6. Ghatail 

4 

7. Gopalpur 

... 107 

8. Madhupur 

... 21 


C lasing of criminal oourts in Bakarganj for “Junta” praytr. 

•1tl« Maulvi ABDUL GHANI CHOWDHURY: Is the Hou’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the criminal 
courts in the district of Bakarganj do not remain closed from 12 to 2 
p.tn. on Fridays to allow the Mussalmans to say their Junta prayer? 

Tho Hen'ble llr B. B. CHOSE: The criminal courts in the district of 
Bakarganj are not closed from 12 midday to 2 p.m. on Friday*, but 
every facility is given to Muhammadan litigants, witnesses, pleaders, 
clerks, etc., to say their Juma prayers. 
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MMivi SYED MAJID BAKtH: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to stile whether there is a circular on the subject? 

i 

The Hon’ble air B. B. CHOSE: Yes. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If there was a circular, has it been 
withdrawn ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: No. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: What would happen if there 
was a Muhammadan magistrate ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I do not think any answer is neces- 
sary, as he would certainly ('lose his office. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou mean that the power is inherent in him? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: Yes. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased 
to state why the circular is not obeyed in the district of Bakarg&nj if it 
has not been withdrawn? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Probably on account of the ignorance 
of the new District Magistrate. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Does not the Government think it 
desirable that the attention of the magistrate should be drawn to the 
circular P 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Yes, now that attention has been 
drawn to the fact after seven years. 


Special motor-car allowance to the Land Acquisition Officer, 
24-Parganas. 

•187. Bobu JITENDRALAL BANNERJIEl (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Rai Bahadur Jamini Mohan Ghosh, the l>and 
Acq uisi tion Officer of the 24-Parganas, was given a special motor-car 
allo wance of Rs. 150 per month, for his work in connection with the 
Calcutta Chord railway? 
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(6) I» it a fact that construction work in connection with the Cal- 
cutta Chord railway has been finished? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether the officer is still drawing his motor-car 
allowance? 

The Hon'ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The Rai Bahadur now draws a motor-car allowance of Rs. 80 in 
view of the fact that he is in charge of 104 projects extending over three 
districts. This allowance is in lieu of travelling allowance for road 
journeys, and the arrangement has proved economical to Government. 


Land Acquisition Deputy Collector, 24-Pargms. 

MSS. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that in six land acquisition cases (being cases No. D. 31/15, 
D. 31/16A, D. 31/17, D. 31/51, D. 31/53 and D. 31/53A of 1925-26) the 
former Land Acquisition Collector of the 24-Parganas made an award 
of Rs. 13,000 in favour of the tenant, one Sarbatosh Sen? 

(b) Is it a fact that the present Iiand Acquisition Collector — 

ft) compromised the cases with the tenant by raising the award to 
a sum of approximately Rs. 50,000; and 

(it) permitted the tenant to carry away the building materials of the 
structures that stood on the land? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: (a) No. 

( b ) (?) The member is referred to the answer given on the 16th 
February last to Mr. V. Banerji’s question No. 53 (starred). 

(tt) No. 


3-15 p.m. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state with reference to (a) what was the actual award 
made by the Land Acquisition Collector? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I ask for notice. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: To whom was the award 

given? 

The Hon’ble Bir B. B. CHOSE: I ask for notice. 
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MM. B*u JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state what was the total number of land acquisition oases in connec- 
tion with the Dhamua-Lakshi-Eantapur railway, the B arui pore-Dak ah in 
Baraset railway and the Calcutta Chord railway projects? 

(b) How many of these cases have gone on reference to the Land 
Acquisition Judge (*) on grounds of valuation, («i) of apportionment, 
or (Hi) on any other ground? 

The Hon’ble Sir B« B. CHOSE: (a) UKHi cases. 

(b) (i) (Valuation) 376. 

(ft) (Apportionment) 601. 

<m) (Other) Nil. 


Arrest of oerUin gentlemen at Chaumohani, Noakhali. 

•170. Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Memlier in charge of the Political Department aware — 

(i) that the thana officers of the distriot were instructed by the 
local authorities in Noakhali not to arrest anybody joining 
or organising meetings or processions in furtherance of the 
civil disobedience movement but to disperse with lathi 
charges even though the mem tiers of those meetings and 
processions were strictly non-violent and orderly; 

(n) that a large number of meetings and processions were held 
throughout the district of Noakhali on the l&tli February 
lust and those were dispersed with lathi charges with the 
result that several were badly injured; and 

(in) that on the said date, some eight gentlemen were arrested at 
Chaumohani (police-station Begumganj, Noakhali) at about 
8-30 in the morning and were sent to the headquarters of 
the Noakhali district, and remanded to jail custody on the 
13th February at about 3 p.m. but they were not supplied 
with either food or bedding till noon of the latter date? 

(h) Are the Government aware of any such complaint made to the 
trying Magistrate? 

(<?) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
the Government have taken in the matter? 
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member III oharga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tht HofPM# 

Mr. W. D. R. Prantioa): (a) (i) Officers in charge of police-stations 
were advised to use the powers conferred upon them by section 128, 
Criminal Procedure Code. No instructions were issued to disperse 
orderly processions with lathi charges. 

(ii) Civil force was used under section 128, Criminal Procedure Code, 
to disperse unlawful assemblies on 12th February last, but no case of 
any person being injured is on record. 

(Hi) It is reported that these persons were arrested for defying orders 
under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. They were given two 
meals while in police custody on the 12th February and were supplied 
with blankets and bedding at night. 

(b) A petition was received by the Subdivisional Officer and sent to 
the Superintendent of Police for inquiry and necessary action. 

(c) In view of the answer to (a) (tit) the question does not arise. 

BabU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to (a) (it), 
will the Ifon’ble Member be pleased to state, what the expression 
“civil force” is meant for ? What was the “civil force” employed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Civil as opposed to 

military. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Wl.at was the nature of the 
civil force that was used? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: J have not got the details. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Does it mean non-violent 
violence ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It means legal violence. 

Babu HEM GMANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: With reference to 
question (<i) (if, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether 
the instructions issued to the officers in charge of police-stations 
contained the manner in which powers should be exercised under section 
128, Criminal Procedure Code? 

Tht Hon’We Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Superintendent of 
Police reported as follows : “As a large number of persons used tp be 
indiscriminately arrested by the thanadan , I asked them to stop the 
arrests of insignificant people and of misguided youths and to follow 
section 128, Criminal Procedure Code, in dealing with unlawful 
assemblies.” 



QUESTIONS. 


m 



•ate HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Are you reading this 
from a copy of the instruction issued? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am reading an extract 
from the report sent by the District Magistrate. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hobble 

'Member be pleased to lay a copy of these instructions on the table? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No 

Bate HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: With reference to 
(a) (iVi), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether an 
inquiry will be made with regard to the complaints made by the accused 
to the trying magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The complaint has been 
forwarded to the Police Superintendent for inquiry and report. 

Bate HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Has any inquiry been 
made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It has been made. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to stab* whether that inquiry was made in the 
presence of the accused? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have no information 
regarding the progress of the inquiry. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the instructions issued to the officers in 
charge of the police-stations strictly made it clear that civil force is 
not to be used upon persons except strictly in accordance with section 
128 ? 

Tilt Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not a copy of the 
order issued. 

Bate HEM OHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’blo 

Member be pleased to state with reference to (a) (m), what is the 
basis of this information ? 

Tfai Hm’M* Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The information that I 
have given you is that supplied by the District Magistrate. 
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(anawers to wtwoh wore laid on th# tablo). 

Prisoners at Dum Duro Ml. 

88. Mr. C. C. ORMONDl (a) Is the Hon'ble Member in charge 
of the Political (Jails) Department aware that complaints have beetf 
made about the conduct of the detenus at Dum Dum? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that at least 39 residents of 
Dum Dum have signed a letter complaining of such conduct in parti- 
cular to the following effect : — 

(t) that the detenus appear to be under little or no control; 

(at) that the detenus are in the habit of pouring vile abuse on all 
Europeans passing their detention area; 

(Hi) that the detenus from early morning till late in the evening 
keep up an incessant shouting so loudly that the <\hole 
district is utterly disturbed and so as to be a public nuisance 
to the neighbourhood; and 

(ir) that the detenus are allowed to pursue their conduct unchecked 
and without any effective action being taken by the author- 
ities to prevent itP 

(r) If the letter referred to in (b) has. not been brought to the 
notice of the Hon’ble Member, are the Government considering the 
desirability of making inquiries with a view to ascertaining what 
action, if any, has been taken in regard to a certain letter dated the 
13th February, 1932, addressed to the Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Ilengnl from the Honorary Secretary, the Special Purposes 
Sub-Committee, Calcutta Branch of the European Association? 

(d) Has the Hon’ble Member also been pleased to inquire into the 
condition of the administration of the detention area at Dum Dura and 
into the conduct of the detenus there in view of the complaints 
mentioned? 

(*) Is it the intention of Government to take any action ; n this 
matter? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (4AIL8) DEPARTMENT 
(the HoftWt Sir B. B. Chow): (ft), (b) and (e) There are no detenus 
at Dum Dum. There are prisoners only in the jail there. 

Complaint has been made as stated. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Steps have been taken for remedying the state of things referred 
to. 
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Mft E. C. ORMOND: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether Government consider that the steps which have been taken or 
will be taken, will be successful in removing the state of things com- 
plained of in the jail at Dum I)um ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that. 

Matilvi EYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hoit'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the question asked, refers to the 
Dum Dum tSpecial Jail, or the l)um Dum Additional Special Jail P 

Th# Hon’ble Sir B. B. CH08E: With regard to both. 

Matflvi 8YED JALALUODIN HASHEMY: Is it possible for the 
prisoners of one single jail to disturb the whole district by shouting ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow the question. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: With reference to answer 
(d), will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to state whether he personally 
went there to inquire into the matter? 


Th# Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: No. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’hle Member 
be pleased to state whether he lound the complaints to be correct? 


Th# Hon 9 hl#Sir B. B. CHOSE: Yes, they were found to In* rorrect . 


AllagMl Kangdi Dal. 

SS. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’bl* Member 
in charge of the Police Department aware — 

(i) of the existence of an organised gang of thieves, burglars, 
pickpockets, known commonly as the “Kangali I)al“; 

(tit that the members of this “Dal” are extended over a very large 
section of the E. I. R. commencing from the Howrah 
station to the Ondal Junction and upwards; 

(tit) that the members of this “Dal” have no permanent homes and 
‘they pass their nights at the stations, pucca footpaths on 
the Cart Road, Grierson Road and such other places of 
Howrah and Calcutta; and 
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(w) that they commit train thefts, burglaries and various kinds of 
crimes at the station platforms and in the neighbouring 
towns of the Howrah station and other important stations? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware — 

(t) that the leader of this “Dal” takes stock of all articles stolen 
and misappropriated and sells them, and that proceeds 
of the sale are partly paid to the members; and 

(it) that one Tilakdhari Sing living at 34, Grand Trunk Hoad 
(North), Howrah, was known to have been their leader? 

(c) Did the Police take any action before against the said gang? 

( d ) If the answer to ( c ) is in the negative, do the Government con- 
template inquiring into the matter? 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (//) (/) and (iii) There is no organised gang 
known to the police an “Kaugali Dal”; but persons resort to Howrah 
station and the Goods sheds for casual labour. Some of these are 
homeless and resort to crime when unable to get employment, and are 
commonly known as Kangaht. 

(u) From the information received it does not appear that the 
operations of such persons extend as far as Ondal. 

(iv) There are frequent arrests of persons in and near Howrah sta- 
tion for such offences as theft, pickpocketing and cheating. 

(b) and (c) As stated above, an organised gang is not known to 
exist. 

( d ) No. 

Hooghty district board. 

90. iabu HARIBAN8A ROY: (<i) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Deportment be pleased to state — 

(») the amount of the augmentation grants paid to the Hooghly 
district board for the last three consecutive years from 
1928-29 to 1930-31 ; 

(it) the grants actually paid to the union boards directly during 
the same period under section 45 of the Act ; and 

(Hi) the condition laid down by the Government for the distribu- 
tion of such grants? 
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(♦J ls it a fact that no grant was paid by the Hooghly district 
board to certain union boards like Janai, Begumpur and Ohanditala 
in tike Serampore subdivision for last three consecutive years from 
1337 B.S. under the proviso of section 46 of the Act? 

(c) Is the Hobble Minister aware that the union boards referred to 
in (b) assessed annually during the said period not less than one 
thousand rupees under section 37BP 

(d) Is it a fact that only Rs. 3,600 was paid by the Hooghly district 
board to the union boards through three local hoards during the year 
1930*31 P 

(e) Is it also a fact that Rs. 27,868 was paid to the district l>oard 
by Government as augmentation grant during the year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: (a) (i) 1928-29— 
Rs. 20,299; 1929-30 — Rs. 21,092; 1930-31— Rs. 27,868. 

(if) No such grants are paid directly by Government. Government 
have no particulars of the grants paid by the Hooghly district board 
to union boards. 

(tit) No specific conditions have been imposed. A copy of Circular 
No. 3267-70, dated 20th July, 1921, is laid on the table. 

(b), (r) and (d) Government have no information. 

(e) Yes. 


Circular referred to in the answer to clause (a) (Hi) of unstarred 
question No. 90. 


No. 3267-70 L.S.-G., dated Calcutta, the 20th July, 1921. 

From — I#. S. S. O’Malley, Esq., c.i.e., i.c.s., Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Jjocal Self-Government Department, 

To — All Commissioners of Divisions (except Rajshahi). 

MMstor-la-cliarft : Tkt H#s*Wt Sir tiffin Nam Baaerjaa, Kt 

The attention of the Ministry of Local Self-Government has been 
drawn to the fact that the activities of union boards are circumscribed 
by the limitations of finance and that the funds at their disposal are 
insufficient to enable them to do all the useful and beneficial work 
which they might otherwise do. The Minister is anxious that their 
resources should, if possible, be enlarged so that they may make the 
benefits of village self-government apparent to all, and after careful 
consideration has come to the conclusion that the grant which is 
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annually made to district boards from provincial revenues for augment* 
ing tbeir resources and is consequently known as the “augmentation 
grant” should be used for this purpose and that it should be recognised 
that the main purpose of the grant should be to supplement the 
resources of the union boards and develop village sanitation and 
measures of public health. The Government of Bengal, Ministry of 
Local Self-Government, are therefore pleased to direct that a substan- 
tial portion of the grant received by each district board should be 
distributed among the union boards under it. The share of each 
union board should be determined by the district board in consultation 
with the Health Officer and the Circle Officers and the union boards 
should spend their respective shares for the purpose of improving 
village sanitation and public health. Government at the same time 
reserve the option of modifying the orders of district boards in this 
respect. 

2. I am to request that the district boards in your division may 
be informed of this decision and instructed to submit a statement, 
indicating the purposes upon which the money is to be spent. 

Demands for grants. 

The discussion under the head “26 — Police” was then resumed. 

The following motion of Maulvi Muhammad Fazlullah was put and 
lost : — 

“That the demand of Its. d2,06,99() under the head ‘26A — Presidency 
Police-Pay of establishments’ be reduced by lie. 1 (to criticise the 
policy of Government in recruiting non -Bengalees to the ranks of 
inspectors, sub-inspectors, sergeants, assistant sub-inspectors, 
head constables, constables and Indian officers of the Armed 
Police, sepoys and temporary forces and other establishments in the 
Presidency Police Service).” 

Babll SATYA KtNKAR BANANA. I beg to move that the demand 

of R». 42,78,000 under the head “26 A — Presidency Police” be refused. 

At the outset, Sir, I would like to state clearly ray object in doing so. 
It is neither a censure nor an economic motion. 

Sir, I entered the Council as a co-operator with the avowed principle 
of co-operating with the Government, where possible, and opposing the 
Government where necessary. 

Though 1 do not yet know whether the number of the possibility 
occasions or of the necessity occasions predominated during my short 
existence here, I am still preeminently a co-operator and as such a 
censure motion is against my grain. 
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the whole demand for the l*residency Police is being moved to 
be rdNaed shows that it is not an economic motion. I! I be permitted to 
use <hb adjective, Sir, it is an equity motion, a justice motion. That 
I move this refusal though I am fully aware of the utility and necessity 
of the Presidency Police is due to the fact that a sense of equity and 
justice prompts me to do so, it is a venture to invite the attention of the 
Government to the anomaly in the expenditure of the Presidency Police. 

Sir, the main function of the police, as I understand it, is the preser- 
vation of law and order, — the protection of the lives and properties of the 
people within its jurisdiction. The Presidency Police is the protector 
of the lives and wealth of the people of Calcutta. 

At the first sight it seems to he reasonable that us Calcutta is the 
capital of the province, the cost of the Presidency Police should be met 
from the provincial revenue. But looking more closely, we find Calcutta 
to be a cosmopolitan town — a world town, where people from all part* 
of the globe come to live and work. The wealth of Calcutta is not in the 
hands of Bengalees alone; the non-Bengalees are in iwsseiwuon of fifteen 
annas of the wealth of the city. 

It stands to reason, Sir, that the people of Calcutta, be they Bengalees 
or non-Bengalees, should bear the cost of the police required for the 
protection of their wealth. But, Sir, instead of that, the tremendous 
cost, of about Ks. 4*1,00,000 is met from the revenue collected from the 
unwilling and unable hands of the heavily-taxed, ill-fed, ill-clad, ill- 
housed people of rural Bengal who are struggling with malaria, cholera, 
small-pox, kala-azar and a host of other pestilences that are stalking 
unchecked and unquestioned over t lie province, and who are piteously 
waiting for the merciful hands of death to relieve them of their miseries. 
Sir, one’s sense of justice and equity gets rudely shocked by it and 
common sense (Ties help. 

Sir, the sense of equity and justice is latent in human minds and the 
mind of Bengal is not devoid of it; and common sense, Sir, though 
unfortunately an uncommon commodity in our sphere of sorrow, has not 
left Bengal for good. A rude shock to the seuse of justice and equity 
and commou sense cannot but produce heurtache, disturbing the 
tranquillity of the atmosphere and causing uneasiness to every one. 

Sir, if the Presidency Police be considered os a part of the Bengal 
Police, why should more than one-fifth of the whole grant be devoted to 
the Presidency Police intended for the protection of, at the most, one 
million and a half souls and the remaining £0 millions of people, 
inadequately policed with the balance, be left in the lurch to take car* 
of themselves against dacoits and rowdies? This, Sir, to say the least, 
is neither justice nor equity. 

Sir, the truth of the assertion that the nocturnal howls of the animal* 
signify toothache may be doubted; but there can be no doubt about 
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the tact that the howls of discontent rolling over the province signify 
heartache; heartache due to the iniquitous Meston Award; heartache 
due to the iniquitous distribution of the famished revenue of the province; 
heartache due to the absorption of a great portion of the amounts allotted 
for expenditure under each head in superfluous supervision and expert 
experiment, and heartache due to many other similar iniquities. 

Sir, we all desire a peaceful administration with admirable adapta- 
bility to the environment, to the poverty, ignorance, insanitation and 
other evils of the province, and firmly based on equity and injustice if 
not on love. But, Sir, that desire has always been as the desire of the 
moth for the star, — the desire has been receding like mirage far and 
far away aggravating the thirst and heartache of the province. 

Sir, I venture to think that it is this heartache which has been 
manifesting itself in different ways in the province, — in the shape of 
request, in the shape of advice, in the shape of friendly criticism, in the 
shape of unfriendly criticism, and lastly, in the shape of terrorism 
amongst a few impatient and inflammable youths. 

Sir, such constant heartaches are good neither for the rulers nor for 
the ruled, and every effort should be made to cure the country of the 
malady. Sir, though I urn not one of those who can look into the seeds 
of time and say what seed will grow and what will not, yet I venture 
to suggest that if you remove this anomaly — this iniquity of maintain- 
ing the Presidency Police from the provincial revenue — it will surely be 
considered by the people as a step forward in the right direction and it 
will act as a soothing halm on the mind of sentimental Bengal and 
will appreciably remove the congestion. Sir, to a helpless people the 
undoing of a wrong is sometimes more welcome than the doing of a 
right thing. 

Sir, I hope the inhabitants of Calcutta, rolling in wealth and luxury, 
reasonably cannot and will not grudge the cost of the police necessary 
for the protection of their lives and wealth, and it will not be difficult 
for the Government to realize it in the shape of a Presidency Police tax. 
Going beyond the taxable limit, though true of Bengal, is not true 
of Calcutta. 

/ 

Sir, the money, about Its. 4d,00,000, so realized, may be profitably 
used for the improvement of sanitation or education of the province, 
or it may be used for strengthening the police in the mufcunal. 

Sir, though I cannot hold the police to be as white and pure as 
mountain snow, I do not consider them to be atrocious blackguards. I 
know how valuable they are in the mufanal. I know how the presence 
of the police inspires the people with courage and a sense of security. 
Further, I know how their inadequacy in strength makes it possible for 
half a dozen dacoits armed with smuggled weapons to loot a village of 
snany hundreds of law-abiding people deprived unfortunately by th a 
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Anni Act of all sorts of weapons. Sir, the people, I hope, instead of 
grudging, will welcome the strengthening of the Bengal Police with the 
money so realised. 

Witfcp these few words, Sir, I recommend the motion to the 
consideration of the House. 

3-30 p.m. 

Dr. HARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA. Sir, I beg to move that 

the demand of Hs. 42,78,000 under the head “26A— Presidency Police” 
be reduced by Rs. 10,00,000. 

This cut of mine is against the growing expenditure under Police 
generally and upon Presidency Police in particular. It is perfectly true 
that from the point of view from which the Hon’ble Member look at the 
subject, it can be said that this demand is hardly adequate, and it is 
possible to conceive of a much larger demand for expenditure on Police. 
But that depends upon the point of view. If the idea is, as the Hon’ble 
Mr. Prentice said the other day, that so far as the Bengal Police is 
concerned, it was wholly inadequate and they had to draw* upon Assam 
to supplement it,— if that is the idea, I shall not be surprised if the 
Presidency Police force is also considered inadequate. Sir, from that 
point of view, you should have one policeman to take charge of every 
other man. You can go so far as that. The point of view which he is 
referring to is this that law and order can only be maintained by force 
and by the police. Of course from that point of view you must require 
a policeman for each citizen. I submit, Sir, this is an entirely wrong 
point of view. Law and order is not maintained essentially by force 
but by the goodwill of the community. I may remind this House of the 
familiar conversation between Lady McDuff and her son in which Lady 
McDuff tries to tell her son that liars and swearers are all hanged by 
honest men and the little child says that “liars and swearers are fools 
for there are liars and swearers enow to hang all honest inen, M If that 
is the real position, no amount of police force will he able to prevent 
breaches of law and order. The fact is that law and order maintain 
themselves in a society where there is goodwill in the community and 
where there is willingness to maintain law and order. The Government 
has been trying to maintain law and order in the other way. Instead of 
trying to cultivate a spirit in favour of the maintenance of law and order, 
they have been going about trying to maintain law and order by sheer 
force. At that rate, police expenditure must go on increasing and no 
amount of expenditure can be adequate for the purpose when once we 
proceed on the assumption that every man is an enemy of law and order, 

Sir, the^ reduction which I have suggested, namely, Rs. 10,00,000, 
is a round figure. It is possible to reduce the police expenditure by 
Rs. 10,00,000 if only we want it. I cannot go into the details. It is 

36 
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not possible for me to point out the details in which savings can be 
effected, but if the Government wishes, it can reduce the expenditure 
by Rs. 10,00,000, provided they look at the question from a different 
angle of vision — the angle of vision which I have been suggesting. But 
so long as law and order remain a red-eyed monster terrorising over the 
people, no amount of police force will ever prove adequate. On the 
contrary, if you look to law and order us the friend of the people, if the 
people are interested in maintaining law and order, the more progress 
you make on that line, the less expenditure on the police is required. 
On the contrary, the other point of view has led us to more and more 
expenditure under the head “Police” und it would have been much more 
but perhaps for the ten per cent. cut. I want to insist upon this point 
of view for the consideration of Government and urge them to look at 
the problem from this view point and to rely upon the law-abiding nature 
of the people and the goodwill of the people than upon the mere force 
of the police. The mere force of tiie police will never be sufficient to 
maintain law* and order, no matter how large you make the 
force. On t lie other hand, if there is goodwill, a much smaller sum will 
be required. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think you hud better make some definite 
suggestions of an economic character. 

Df. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: 1 have already suggested 
that the expenditure may he reduced by Rs. 10,00,000 and 1 would say 
if there is a change of policy, this reduction can be effected. I ask for a 
reduction of Rs. 10,00,000 and it is not necessary for me to go into the 
details. I must say that the reduction should be made and attempts 
should be made to find out the ways and means for the maintenance 
of law und order after making this reduction. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move that the sum of Rs. 42,78,000 
under the bead “20 A — Presidency Police” he reduced by Rs. 5,00,000. 

Sir, my demand is a modest one and it is only a cut of Rs. 5,00,000. 
I think in this particular item a reduction of Rs. 10,00,000 is quite 
possible. I hope the Hon’ble Member will accept this reduction of 
Rs. 5,00,000 in view’ of the fact that in these days of economic crisis, 
the expenditure should be minimised in all directions. Sir, even in the 
present economic position no reduction has been made particularly under 
the head “Police.” The Hon'ble Member gave the other day certain 
statements regarding percentages, etc. As regards the “Police,” we 
find that it is on the whole on the increase; we find that the police 
expenditure has come up to nearly 25 per cetU. f and if the other depart- 
ments — the Jails, the Administration of Justice and the General 
Administration — all these are taken together, it is found that about 50 
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per of the entire amount is spent on these items, while the moat 
important items of Education, Medical and Public Health on which it 
is the primary duty of a c ivilised Government to spend as much money 
as is possible, we find only 4 per cent . of the revenue is being spent for 
public health, 5 per cent, for medical subjects and so on. Sir. we have 
just listened to the speech of His Excellency that 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not refer to that. 


Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir. in an economic cut of a substantial 
character, the hon’ble member cannot disc uss the general policy, but he 
must show the way in a hie h a reduction can be made. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he mentioned the Public Health and 
Medical Department* r-astialh and that is allowed. He should not, 
however, labour on that point. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Anyway we find that four or five per cent, is 
spent on such important heads as Public Health, Medical, Sanitation, etc. 
It a major portion of the money that is now demanded is not spent cm 
the police, that money ma> be profitably utilised in other directions 
which are of a more vital importance. 

As to how the expenditure can be minimised. I suggest that the 
increased demand \ear utter year for the* maintenance of law and order 
shows that the administration of law and order in this province has 
failed. We find that while w r e have given more and more money to the 
police, dacoity, murder, t heft and such other offences are on the increase. 

•t~45 p.ni. 

We also find that expenditure to stop the civil disobedience movement 
is on the increase and more and more seigeants have been enjoying higher 
pay. Our suggestion is that the young men of this country who are 
ladly hit by unemployment should be given employment and in that case 
work can lie managed with more efficiency than has been hitherto done. 
With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I rise to give my support to the 
motion moved bv Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would beg to point out 
that motions Noe. 697, 701, 703 and 704 deal with the same point and 
they may be moved at this stage. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: But I am speaking with the 
permission of the President. 
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Hr, PRESIDENT: In that case it would be better to move 697 at 
this stage. Do you want to speak now, Mr. Basu, or afterwards? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: If you give me an opportunity 
later on, I shall be content to speak afterwards. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH moved that the demand of 
Rs. 42,78,000 under the head “26A — Presidency Police* * be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000 (policy of spending money for the Presidency Police out of 
provincial revenues). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as follows:— 

“Mr. President, I wish to give a reply to the statements made by 
Mr. A. N. Moberly, the then Home Member, in reply to a similar cut 
motion brought forward by Mr. P. N. Guha during the budget session 
of the Council in 1930. 

Mr. Moberly’s first urgument was that so long as the residents of 
the various municipal areas in Bengal do not come to bear the cost of 
the police serving in their respective municipal areas, there is no reason 
why the residents of Calcutta should bear the cost of the Calcutta Police. 
His second argument was that a certain portion of the total amount of tax 
payable by the residents of Calcutta goes to the Central Government, 
a certain portion goes to the Calcutta Corporation and the remaining 
portion goes to the Government of Bengal in the shape of land revenue. 
Consequently, until the Central Government came forward to meet a 
portion of the cost of the Calcutta Police, it must be defrayed out of the 
revenues of Bengal. His last argument was that it was never possible 
that the amenities of life enjoyed by the tax-payers in various places 
should be in proportion to the amount of revenue paid by them. Thus 
money spent for the district headquarters is not in exact proportion to 
the money spent for the mu fas ml population of the same districts. 
Taking into consideration the revenues paid by the people of Calcutta 
as well as the mufassal people and the distribution of population in the 
country, we find that the residents of Calcutta enjoy far greater amenities 
than the mufassal people, who contribute a larger share of the revenue. 
With regard to income-tax, even assuming that the amount of income- 
tax received from the residents of Calcutta is larger than that received 
from mufassal residents, it must be admitted that the major portion of 
the income of the Calcutta people is derived from the mufassal people. 
In view of the contribution of the mufassal people to the huge income of 
the residents of Calcutta, it will not be deemed unreasonable if the former 
demand that a portion of the income of the latter should be spent for 
ameliorating theit condition. But we find that quite contrary is the 
case,— -the people of the mufassal are called upon to bear on their over- 
burdened shoulders a portion of the cost of the Calcutta Police, specially 
engaged for the protection of the people of Calcutta. 
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Again, nearly 95 per cent . of the population of the district headquarters 
are team from the inhabitants of the district. Among these a large 
section is engaged in trading in the agricultural produce of the distriot. 
Butin Calcutta we find that 70 per cent . of its mercantile population are 
outsiders and trade in commodities imported from foreign countries. 
Under these circumstances, if an extra amount of money is necessary 
for the police of the city of Calcutta, over and above land, stamp, 
registration and excise revenues of Calcutta, it must come from her 
mercantile community. The four and half crores of rural population 
of Bengal will breathe a sigh of relief and their condition will improve 
greatly if the total amount of Rs. 44,00,000 be expended for their 
educational, agricultural and sanitary requirements. 

I hope my motion will find support from the representatives of the 
mu fas sal people os well as from the Government. ” 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM : In view of the motion that has been moved 
just now, I do not think it is necessary for me to move my motion. 
I would only vote for it. 

The following motion was, therefore, not moved : — 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: That the demand of Rs. 42,78,000 under the 
head ‘26A — Presidency Police* he reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention 
to the injustice and unfairness of paying the entire cost of the Presidency 
Police out of the provincial revenues)/’ 

The following motion was called hut not moved: — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAILULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 42,78,000 under the head ‘26A — Presidency Police’ he reduced hy 
Re. 1 (to express disapproval of the present system of maintaining the 
Calcutta Police from the provincial revenues),” 

Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BABU. I beg to give my support to the 
motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta hy which he has asked that the 
demand of Rs. 42,78,000 he reduced by Rs. 10,00,000. In asking for 
this grant yesterday the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice said that he acknowledged 
that the police expenditure in this province was the highest of all the 
provinces in India and it bore the highest percentage to the expenditure 
from revenue. But I would like to give certain other figures to place the 
police grant in its proper perspective. In 1921-22, when the Bengal 
Retrenchment Committee sat, the police grant was Rs. 1,91,00,000 out 
of a total expenditure of Rs. 12,03,00,000, that is to say, less than 16 
per cent,; in 1928-29, it was Rs. 1,95,00,000 out of a total expenditure 
from revenue of Rs. 10,90,00,000, that is, 17 per cent . ; in 1929-30, it 
wna Rs, 2, Q9, 00, 000 out of a total expenditure from revenue of 
Re. 11,33,00,000, that is to say, 18 per cent.; in 1930-31, it was 
Ra, 2,20,00,000 out of a total expenditure from revenue of 



5io DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. [24th Maio** 

Be. 11,40,00,000, that is, 19 per cent.; in 1931-32, it wag Rs. 2,22,00,000 
out of a total expenditure from revenue of Rs. 11,13,00,000, that is to 
aay, 20 per cent., and in the present budget it is Re. 2,20,70,000 out of a 
total revenue of Rs. 1 1 ,00,00,000, again 20 per cent . I may tell yo^i that 
so far as this demand is concerned, the police expenditure comes up to 7 
annas per head of the total population of Bengal, man, woman and child. 
If we contrast it with the figure for police expenditure in Great Britain,*— * 
I have got the audited figures for 1926 — it was only £7,740,207, out of a 
total revenue expenditure of £839,123,063, that is to say, less than 1 
per cent, of the total expenditure and the expenditure per head of the 
population in England, Scotland and Wales was 3s. 6d. on the police. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTI0E: May I know where the 
member got these figures from? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAEU: I got them from the appropria- 
tion report of the House of Commons. Members of the House are aware 
that whereas the average income calculated per head in England is about 
£9f>, the average income of an Indian according to the most optimistic 
figure is less than its. 100 a year, that is to say, whereas -5 per cent, of 
the whole annual income of the Indian people is spent on the head 
“Police,” *16 per cent, is only spent in England and I would defy even 
Mr. Prentice to say that the London Police is a much inferior body to 
the Calcutta Police or the Indian Police. For this huge grant, I would 
ask the Hon’hle Mr. Prentice what sort of police we are getting and 
what sort of protection and if it is necessary at all to spend this huge 
amount of money. In the red book of the budget it is stated that hut for 
the recent 10 per cent, rut in salaries the demand for the police would 
have been even higher, that is to say, we are fast approaching a time when 
not merely 20 per cent, but 30 or 40 per cettf. of the total expenditure 
of the province will he required for maintaining the police for the sake 
of maintaining law and order. As I have already said, the people of this 
province are very much aware as to how law and order is being maintained 
in this province. I think it is absolutely on the wrong lines that the 
Government is proceeding and this huge expenditure on the police should 
and ought to be curtailed. 

Mr. P. H. CUHA: 1 find that I have only one minute before you 
take up the adjournment motion. So I do not think T need speak. 

The Htn’blt Hr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: In the one minute that 
remains, the point I wopld like to make is this. I do not know where 
Mr. Baau got his figures from, but the last Metropolitan Police Report 
which I have seen shows that the population of the metropolitan area m 
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7,88^,290 Mid the expenditure on the police is £8,118,919, or over * 
e pound per head. That is for the metropolitan police area. I am not 
sure where Mr. Basu got his figures from. 

Hr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I got my figures, as I said, 
from the appropriation report. 

The Hon’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Might I suggest to Mr. 
Basu that that report probably does not include any of the local police 
rates that are, I believe, levied in all the counties of England ; and that 
it probably only deals with the Government grants. The figure for the 
metropolitan police which T have quoted will mIiow that there the 
expenditure is over £1 per head of population. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is this your final reply or do you want to make 
a fuller reply later? 


Thi Hoil’bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I understand that discus- 
sions on the police budget come to an end at 4-85. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then we have 85 minutes left to he devoted to 
that subject. 

4 p.m. 



for adjournment. 


Matllvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASNEMY: I beg to move that 
the business of the Council be adjourned for the purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent public importance, ri*. t the unusual and 
unnecessary delay on the part of the Government in not effecting the 
immediate separation of the office of the Bengal Legislative Council 
from that of the Bengal Legislative Department 

Sir, this question has !>een before the House for more than six long 
years so to speak and passed through various stages of considerations, 
namely, questions, resolutions, motions, etc., until it crystallised in the 
appointment of a Representative Committee of the House in view of the 
domestic nature of the case on the suggestion of Mr. Ormond. 


Sir, the question in its career has already witnessed two dissolutions 
of this House including *a ararajitt regime, and another dissolution is 
almost imminent. Sir, it was destined to have suffered the transfer of 
the portfolio of the Legislative Department from the Hon’ble Mr. A, N. 
Moberly to the Hon’ble Maharaja Kahaunish Chandra Ray of Nadia, 
and nest to the Hon’ble Sir James Donald, Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr and 
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lastly to the Hon’ble Sir P. €. Mitter including the short periods of 
temporary charges of Sir Nalini Ranjan Chatterjee and Hon’ble Sir 
B« B. Ghose. 


Sir, the matter was tabled for a budget cut motion of Bs. 1,000 at 
the present session, but was not reached on account of discussions on a 
matter of considerable importance involving a grave constitutional issue, 
namely, the immediate grant of provincial autonomy as very ably mooted 
by Mr. A. F. Rahman and Babu Jitendralai Bannerjee. Hence this 
was ultimately guillotined. In view of the above circumstances, this 
question has taken a new turn and a fresh lease of life. Sir, it was on 
the 14th instant only that it came to the knowledge of this House — I 
refer to the answer given by the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Legislative Department to starred question No. 113 of Mr. S. M. Bose — 
that “the principle of separation has been accepted by Government. ” 
It is, therefore, almost axiomatic rather inherent in the acceptance of the 
principle that the nature, if not minute details, of the scheme of 
separation must have been settled at once. However, the usual corollary 
of the proposition is that the details settled at once should be put into 
operation, if necesssary, by another committee with the Hon’ble 
President in the chair, in view of the domestic nature of the case, as 
originally accepted by this House on the suggestion of Mr. Ormond, 
and specially as Government itself is a party amongst parties in this 
House. Sir, the objections of Government, technical or otherwise, 
either to the scheme of the Legislative Department or to that of the 
Hon’hle President are nothing but a matter of opinion of a party in this 
House. The unnecessary delay in constituting the representative 
committee and the manner in which its conclusions have been drawn and 
not yet been carried out — conclusions arrived at after a long deliberation 
of more than a year and by so eminent members of this House as Sir 
Lancelot Travers, Sir Jaduuath Sarkar, Mr. A. Raheem, Nawab 
Musharruf llosain, Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, Mr. J. N. Basu and soon under 
the chairmanship of the Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter — is really unbecoming 
on the part of Government and is seriously detrimental to the accepted and 
established privilege of this House. All these have made us anxious 
while the impending dissolution of the present House has made the 
question an imperative one. Sir, the committee on separation appointed 
from the members of this House, as already referred to, reported on the 
2nd July, 1931, that “they consider that the question whether 
immediate steps should be taken should be laid before the Counoil for 
an expression of the Council’s opinion • • * * * If the Council, 
when consulted, decide in favour of the immediate separation, they 
assume that the Hftn’ble President may settle details.” But Govern** 
meat has not yet carat to take or rather is reluctant to take any action 
on this vital point, nor has it given us any opportunity to know whether 
the question was at all discussed by it while the present budget was 



MOTION FOE ADJOURNMENT. 


m 

frmiaWt No explanatory note has been added in the budget of the Govern- 
men! of Bengal for 1932-33. Hence it is quite clear bow tbe urgency of 
the question of immediate separation has increased by now. Tbe delay 
and the nature of dealings of Government has made ibis House quite 
reasonably a bit suspicious about the real attitude of Government — 
rather a whimsical and unreasonable attitude— on this subject. Enough 
delay has been made to prejudice this question ; but it cannot be allowed 
to hang on further. The Gordian knot must be cut once for all. Hence 
it is desirable that no further time should be lost in settling the details 
once for all, or it may be left to the Hon’ble the Pendent as decided by 
the Representative Committee. 

Sir, one or two points more and I have finished. The motion has a 
very interesting and lengthy history" behind it. Since the constitution 
of the Legislative Assembly Department in the Government of India, 
all the provinces have come forward to effect separation in their Legis- 
lative Council offices except Bengal which is lagging far behind. The 
Punjab, the United Provinces and Madras took early steps and have the 
portfolios of their Legislative Councils under the provincial Governors. 
The Central Provinces, Bombay and more recently the small province of 
Bihar and Orissa have taken the necessary steps in this direction. But 
Bengal is not yet in a decisive mood. 

Before I sit down, I must say that the Hon'ble President is the 
trustee and custodian of the rights and privileges of this House. If 
the dignity of this House, — rights, privileges, conveniences of members 
of this House — is respected, if the Reforms which we have already got 
have to be worked out in the true spirit, if the Hon’ble President's 
position is to he safeguarded, then the views of this Council must be 
expressed in favour of immediate separation, utnler any rircumttatices, 
as explained in this House. If this is not so done, not so done by 
Government who is nothing hut a party amongst parties in this House, 
then it is tantamount to say that Government is courting a vote of no- 
confidence to the Ministry as well as the Hon’ble President and that is 
the last but extreme constitutional issue, the ouly alternative open to us 
as the only remedy of a very small hut significant and important 
constitutional matter of very urgent character. 

Mr* S. M. BOiE: Mr. President, Sir, I am very glad an opportunity 
has been given to us for the ventilation of a grievance we members of 
the Council ieei in this matter, and in fact we expected to have an 
earlier opportunity to discuss it in motions 381-390, for one of which 
I had given notice, and I am now only repeating what I intended to say 
on that motion, which was, however, not reached. 

Sir, a groat deal of water has flown down the Howrah Bridge sine# 
the 12th February, 1929, when Mr. Nagendranath Sen raised this 
matter in Council, and when on the assurance of Sir Provash Mitten 
that a committee would be at once appointed to deal with Hie matter. 
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he waft induced to withdraw it. Over three years have elapsed, and we 
have made but little advance. The wheels of Government move 
exceedingly slow, and in spite of our utmost efforts to oil the creaking 
machinery, we have failed. This matter has been repeatedly agitated 
in this Council through resolutions and repeated questions from me and 
other members, and it is indeed a matter for regret that through inertia 
or some mysterious reason Government has been able to keep us at bay. 
Considerable light, however, on this question of the establishment of a 
separate legislative Council Department has been thrown by the answer 
to my starred question No. 113 on the 14th March last, and the full reply 
given by the Hon’ble Sir B. B. Ghose has been of material assistance to 
us in affording us a glimpse behind the veil of mystery so long thrown 
over the subject. We now learn that the Hon’ble the President has 
submitted to Government a scheme which has, however, not been 
approved owing to the extra cost and difficulties of practical application. 

This is all very interesting. But wh,\ does Government forget the 
fact that this is, as Mr. Thompson said in 1929, a purely domestic 
matter? Sir, we in the Legislative Council form a happy family, with 
you as the PaterfamiUa #, the Kurta of the family. If the head of a 
family has decided what servants to employ, what family budget of 
expenditure to adopt, can an outsider, like the Government, say “no, 
you must have so many in your staff, and must spend so much ’ ? In 
these days of self-government and self-determination, can we not ask 
for freedom from coutrol? We here want to l>e masters of our own 
household. If our head, in whom we have every confidence, makes a 
mistake, we, and not Government, suffer and we shall learn. Sir, in 
short, what we want is autonomy. 

Now, after the answer to my question on the 14th instant, to prepare 
for my motion 387 on this point, which wus expected to l>e called on, 
on the 17th or 18th instant, I went to the Hon’ble President to get him 
to throw some light on the mutter. 

W e were naturally curious to know of his scheme with full details. 
But much to my surprise, I found him extremely reluctant to open his 
lips; he was as eloquent as a deaf-mute. A sense of delicacy, very 
strange to find in these days, prevented him at first from saying 
anything. I had to put considerable pressure on him; I pointed out 
that we had a right to expert assistance from him in this matter on 
which we all felt so keenly, that I had been for a long time taking a 
good deal of interest in it, that I was one in whom he had confidence, 
otherwise he would not have appointed me one of the panel of Chairmen. 
By these and other arguments, and by the exercise of what I am free 
to confess was undue influence and pressure, I was able to get the 
following fragments of information: (1) that his scheme would involve 
no additional expenditure at all. but, on the other hand, the Govern* 
meat would be a gainer (if it be accepted), having regard * to $fc* 
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impending retirement of the Assistant Secretary Mr. Hutchison and (2) 
that fce has suggested a system of organised co-operation between the 
OovMB Department and the Legislative Department, whenever the 
state of work is excessive in any one or other of these two departments. 
But I was unable to get from him fuller details. Now I want the 
Hon’Me Member to give us full information about the President's 
scheme, and explain what are the difficulties standing in the way of its 
being adopted. He is more interested in the practical application of 
his scheme. than the Government. After all, it is we who will suffer if 
the scheme turns out to be defective, so why not give it a trial at once^ 
Otherwise it will be held up indefinitely. 

4-15 p.m. 

This desire for independence is the natural outcome of a wider 
principle — the Executive should have no control over the Legislature. 
We are familiar in English history of various attempts made by the 
Executive under the King to control the Parliament. It was only after 
a prolonged fight that the independence of Parliament was established 
in England. A similar principle, I maintain, should he established 
here. In no way should it be possible for the Government to influence 
j the Legislature. The President should he independent and the officials 
| of the House entirely under his control. These officials should not owe 
( ft divided allegiance — allegiance to Government which appoints them 
and transfers them — and allegiance to this House. This is wrong in 
principle. 

I must, in pa*«"ng, mention the bogey of expense that the Govern- 
ment has raised, hoping thereby to lay the ghost. The scheme of the 
President who is as much zealous for economy as the Government itself, 
will, I feel sure, be economical. This is dear from the answer («) (Hi) 
to my question. To place this matter beyond doubt, let the Govern- 
ment at once give us the full details. I deny the right of the Govern- 
ment to interfere with the President’s right to control the House and 
its staff. 

I need not here elaborate my suggestions. I have given them in 
detail in my speech on the 21st March, 1930. 

Sir, finally I want the Government to realise the deep feeling of the 
members of the Council on this point. There seems to be a general 
feeling that the wishes of the House are being flouted. The scheme, as 
has already been stated, is in operation in the Assembly, and in several 
provincial councils, like Madras, the Punjab, the United Provinces, and 
Bibar. Ours is indeed a backward province, lagging behind other 
provinces in every important matter. I appeal to the Government to 
give immediate effect to the scheine«of separation. 

[At 4420 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-35 p.m.] 
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Mr. A, F. RAHMAN: Mr. President, I am not going to inflict a 
speech on this House because practically every aspect of the question 
has been exhausted by the two previous speakers ; but I would just like 
to place before the House three main considerations that have influenced 
the decision of some of us to support this motion. 

The demand for the separation of the office of the Legislative Council 
from the Legislative Department was made a long time ago and since 
then the offices of the Legislative Assembly and the Provincial 
Legislatures of the Punjab, United Provinces and Madras have been 
separated and placed under the direct charge of the Governor, and 
more recently, we understand, Bihar and Orissa has decided to do the 
same. We in Bengal have received an assurance from Government, 
i.e., from Sir B. B. Ghose, in reply to a question put to him the other 
day that our Government has accepted the principle of separation. We 
are thankful for small mercies received and are justified in this fresh 
demand for separation by the knowledge that the main difficulty at least 
has been solved. It is difficult to understand, however, the reasons for 
the unnecessary delay in giving effect to the policy supported by the 
Council and approved by Government. In the same answer of 
Sir B. B. Ghose it was suggested that the difficulties were two-fold — 
practical application and the all-important question of cost. As regards 
the first — practical application — what is the insuperable difficulty? 
There is already a separate Council section in the department, functioning 
smoothly and efficiently. Could not that section be the nucleus of the 
new office that we advocate? There is no overlapping duty and the 
business of this House keeps them thoroughly occupied. I have read 
somewhere that it is contended that these officers will have long periods 
of inactivity if they are asked to do Council work exclusively. The work 
of the Council is heavy enough during the first four months of the year 
and again in July and August, and as the Council feels an increasing 
sense of stability, the work will increase in volume and complexity. 
Signs of that are evident, but if that argument of periodic inactivity is 
seriously advanced, is it not possible — just for the sake of the principle 
that Government has accepted — to lend the services of these officers to 
other departments if it is found that at any period they have not sufficient 
work to do, or to declare the new Council Department as a vacation 
department like the Government schools and colleges with necessary 
modifications to suit the purpose or just like the Madras Legislative 
Council office which is a Vacation Department? Therefore, this is 
surely not the insuperable difficulty as there are other officers of Govern- 
ment who remain inactive during long periods of vacation. The more 
urgent consideration seems to me to be to respect the wishes of the House, 
and not be overawed by a preventive difficulty. 

Lastly, Sir, let us examine the question of cost. This House has not 
been taken into confidence as regards the various schemes that have 
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beeil suggested for the consideration of Government, and it is, there* 
fore, naturally not possible to criticise any of them or to suggest an 
•alternative. We are told that you, Sir, were responsible for a scheme. 
Could you not be persuaded to take us into confidence and make a 
statement telling us whether your scheme is not a practicable possibility ? 
A statement was made the other day that the extra cost involved would 
be Rs. 556 per month or roughly Rs. 7, (XX) a year. 

From a statement laid on the Library table in March, 1929, I 
distinctly remember to have found that at present there are seven 
assistants, including the Librarian and the Stenographer, who, 1 find, 
do exclusively Council work. Is it not possible to manage the office of 
the Council with the existing staff, and so far as purely legal work is 
concerned, this staff could be apportioned equally between the Legislative 
Department and the Council Office Y With the cost that is being 
incurred now, it seems to me that the separation of the two offices is 
practicable and feasible. Even if a little extra cost has to be incurred, 
I notice in the budget that one of the superior officers is going on 
leave this year, and there will be a saving under that item. Even 
on the assumption of Government, this amount would be enough to 
effect immediate separation and for the future, we too have been 
infected by the optimism of the Finance Member and shall hope for 
better times. Then again, Sir, if money has to be found, a serious 
attempt can be made at once, by curtailing hill allowances and 
travelling allowances. You will admit, Sir, that this item is unneces- 
sary and could be conveniently retrenched. Huge amounts have been 
put down for the payment of rates and taxes and for the upkeep of these 
premises. I suppose if Government took the matter up with the 
Corporation, considerable saving could be effected in rates and taxes and 
a little more pruning would release something from the upkeep 
expenses. I say all this because I wish to indicate the sources from 
which considerable money would he available, on the assumption that 
Government oannot find Rs. 656 a month, and because I wish to urge this 
House to say once again emphatically that they are in favour of immediate 
sej)aration and that all difficulties could he easily obviated. This 
separation should not be delayed further — nor even on the very favourite 
plea that all things would be done with the advent of the new 

constitution. With the next constitution — and that is bound to come 

this Council will be the centre round which the entire Government 
machinery would revolve ; it would be impossible to wait for a period of 
intensive activity to try and effect all things at once. New reforms are 
bound to bring in many turmoils and other important financial adjust* 
ments. It is just as well to recognise that and be prepared as done in the 
Legislative Assembly. Besides, the Council gave its considered verdict 
for separation in the circumstances ae they exist at present. In the 
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report of the committee appointed to consider this question, it was said 
that the House should be asked if they wanted separation at once. 
Government has not done that and I respectfully ask the House for the 
honour of this House to give the answer to-day. 


4-46 p.m. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Sir, the question of 
separation of the combined office of the Legislative Department and 
Legislative Council is not a new or novel one. A resolution was tabled 
for discussion by Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta in the meeting of the Bengal 
Legislative Council, held on the 13th December, 1927, but as the time- 
limit was reached, it could not be moved. There was, however, a good 
deal of debate on the matter and the question uas carefully considered 
by the department and the then Hon’ble Member-in-charge, the late 
Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, as I had the privilege to know then. It 
would, indeed, be a weak case for Government to oppose separation on 
the ground of (1) convenience ; (2) efficiency; and (3) economy. If it 
were to be opposed by Government, then it must he assumed that they 
were backing the wrong horse unless more convincing reasons could be 
put forward which Government were not in possession of. Then, Sir, 
in a statement called for by Mr. Jatindra Nath Chakravarty in an 
unstarred question on 20th March, 1929, the Hon ’hie Sir Provash 
Chunder Mitter supplied the information regarding the entire gazetted 
and noil-gazetted staff of the Legislative Deportment with their pay and 
the duties performed by them. The Hon ’hie the President’s personal 
clerk was not included in the list as the post presumably was not then 
filled up. 

The question was further discussed in connection with a resolution 
moved in the Council by Mr. Nugendranath Sen on the 12th February, 
1929, urging the separation of the said offices with effect from 1st April, 
1929. After a protracted debate, the resolution was withdrawn on an 
assurance being given by the Hon’ble Sir P. (\ Mitter, regarding the 
appointment of a representative committee of the Council to go fully 
into the question and report to Government and the Council. As the 
Council was dissolved immediately afterwards, a committee was con- 
stituted representative of the various parties in the Council some time 
after its formation. Inquiries had been addressed to the other Local 
Governments on the subject of the systems obtaining in the various 
provinces, and the material collected had been prepared and 
printed along with the information for the use of the committee. The 
committee met only tw&e, for the first time on the 12th July, 1930, and 
again on the 1st April, 1931. The Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter, kt., c.i.e., 
stated that the probable extra cost of setting up a separate department 
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juaotiHted on a tentative estimate to between Its. 27,000 and Rs. 30,000 
a year. The conclusions of the committee were as follows: — 

‘*(1) That there is a strong sentiment in favour of the separation 
of the Council establishment from that of the Legislative. Deportment 
and that this separation is desirable. 

(2) That having regard to the existing volume of work and the 
present stringency in the finances of the province, the committee hesitate 
to recommend that immediate steps should be taken in the matter, 
though they consider that with the inauguration of the future constitu- 
tion, the separation should be provided for. They consider that tha 
question whether immediate steps should be taken, should be laid before 
the Council for an expression of the Council’s opinion, and they desire 
that Government should at this stage ascertain from the TTon’ble 
President his views upon the matter. If the Council, when consulted, 
decides in favour of immediate separation, they assume that the Ilon’ble 
President will thereafter he consulted in the settlement of details.” 

Sir, I would not have risen to support this motion if I were convinced 
of the arguments advanced against the splitting up of the combined 
offices of the Bengal Legislative Council and the Bengal Legislative 
Department. So far as the question of financial stringency is con- 
cerned, I regret 1 cannot see eye to eye with those who put forward this 
plea. I understand that the scheme of the 11 on ’hie the President 
which has not been circulated to the members of this Council, shows an 
increased recurring cost of about Its. (>,000 a year. Supposing that this 
amount were essential to the creation of a separate department of the 
Legislative Council, may I inquire whether this paltry sum could not 
be spared for the purpose Y 

The Hon’ble Member in charge of Law and Order has consumed a 
substantial portion of the provincial revenues and are we to understand 
that Government will not provide him with more money if he conies up 
subsequently with a supplementary demand . v I may he permitted to 
point out, Sir, that the separatum of the offices of the Legislative 
Council from that of the Legislative Department will involve no extra 
expense if only the reshuffling is judiciously made and the work 
distributed with an eye to economy. 

Sir, it may be argued that the separation of the combined offices will 
require the entertainment of an additional staff which, I do not think, 
will be the case. Assuming for argument’s sake that an extra staff 
will be necessary, I am sure the increased cost may be met from the 
allowance of Rs. 13,000 which is paid to the ten official reporters of the 
Council throughout the year for Council work only. Thus, on this head 
alone, a sawing of over Rs. 13,000 could be effected. Then again, Sir, 
a sum of Rs. 3,500 is spent to meet the travelling allowance of the officers 
of the Legislative Council on account of their annual exodus to Darjeeling 
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mud a further sum of about Rs. 1,500 is paid to them ae their hill 
allowance*. It will thus appear that there is an ample scope for economy 
in expenditure which is incurred by Government and I must say, quite 
unnecessarily. 

In the budget estimate for 1932-33, provision has been made for an 
amount of Rs. 30,000 on account of rent, rates and taxes for the Council 
House. I may point out, Sir, that this provision is wholly unnecessary 
because the land on which the building stands is outside the limits of 
the Corporation of Calcutta and no rents, rates and taxes are to be paid 
by Government on account of this building, only one katha of land is 
under the Calcutta Corporation which may be conveniently made over 
to them. 

Sir, we are clamouring for provincial autonomy. Let us have 
autonomy within the precincts of this Council House first. Now that 
Government have accepted the principle of separation as is evident from 
the reply to a question put by Mr. S. M. Bose on 14th March, 1932, I 
hope the House will adopt the motion unanimously. 

I may add, Sir, that except Bengal, Burma and Assam, there has 
been separation of the two offices in the other provinces as well as in 
the Indian Legislative Assembly, and there is no reason why Bengal 
should lag behind. 

I shall not tire the patience of the Council by a mere rehash of the 
arguments which have been staled by repetition into commonest common- 
places. I would only reter t he House to the proceedings of the Legis- 
lative Assembly (pages 219 to 224, 922 to 940 and 1249 to 1263, Volumes 
III and IV, 1928), and the Bengal Council proceedings of March and 
April, 1930 (pages 258 to 271), and of July and August, 1931 (pages 30 
and 276). 

With these words, I support the motion. 


Mr. C. C. OOOPER: As there seems to be some misapprehension 
regarding the attitude of my party to this question, I wish to make clear 
our position. Government have accepted the principle of separation, 
and we have accepted that decision. We recognise the deep feeling in 
this House in favour of separation, as we hold ourselves second to no 
party, or to any person in this House, in upholding the dignity and 
traditions of this House. We do favour a clean-cut separation. It is 
the only way, the only practical solution. But a clean-cut separation 
means money, and this Council is committed to retrenchment and 
economy — the two words I suppose these walls have heard more than 
any other — yet, when this Council wishes to spend money on a question 
like this, these words seem to have no value. I understand there are 
several makeshift schemes, compromise schemes that have been 
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ooiipMered, or are being considered, or ere under consideration. I 
submit. Sir, compromises are never satisfactory, and in a question of 
this sort I do not think that it is compatible with tbe dignity of this 
House that there should be any compromise schemes. We should have 
the whole or none. 

Baton JITEMDRALAL BAMMERJEE Mr. Cooper begs the whole 
question when he says that a clean-cut separation requires money. I do 
not know where he got that information. He has not favoured us with 
any data or facts in the matter, but he has given his ipti disit and thinks 
he has succeeded in hypnotising the members of the House by saying that 
there are insuperable difficulties in the way. Sir, I beg to give strong 
support to Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemv’s motion because of the shabby, 
disingenuous and deceptive way in which the Government have treated 
this House on the question of separation. For two long years they have 
been saying that they accept the principle, and this word “principle” 
has almost become as blessed as the other word “Mesopotamia.” And 
because they have accepted the principle, therefore, they are never going 
to carry out their principle in action ! After all, what are the insuperable 
difficulties in the way? We are told that these difficulties are practical 
and financial; and for the past two years we have been bombarding 
Government with questions in order to know what these so-called 
practical and financial difficulties may be. But they have never given 
us a clear and definite reply — they have been only shuffling and 
equivocating. Why do not the Government lay their cards on the table P 
They say that this is a domestic question: so it is, for we, members, are 
as much interested in this question, nay, more interested than the 
Government itself. And, therefore, it was the duty of Government to 
take us into its confidence, and place their difficulties before us in order 
that we too might help in their solution. But they have taken good 
care not to do that, and why? Because in point of fact there are no 
practical difficulties. What then are the financial difficulties in the wayP 
How much money is separation going to cost? Has Government ever 
placed any material on this question l»efore us? We are told that there 
are two schemes; and Mr. (ooper has told us that they are both half- 
hearted schemes and compromise-measures. How does he knowP Has 
he any personal knowledge? Has he been taken privately into the 
confidence of the Government? If it is so, then I must say that it is 
most unfair that they should have placed before him facts and data 
which they have not had the courage to place before the House as a 
whole— 

Ilf. C. C« COOPER S On a point of personal explanation, Sir— 

Bitoll RTIHDEALAL BANNERJE8: Sir, I refuse to give way now. 
Mr- Cooper’s personal explanation is nothing to me and must wait. Mr. 

36 
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Cooper talked a« if he was in the confidence of the Government. There 
is the scheme of the President , we are told, which is not likely to cost 
more than Rs. 566 per month. And what grounds has Mr. Cooper for 
saying that this scheme is a compromise-scheme or that it is bound to be 
unsatisfactory? I have always been against half-hearted measures 
myself. But supposing the President’s scheme is not good, there is the 
scheme of their own Legislative Department ; that also has been consi- 
dered and not acted upon. It is the same story everywhere: they have 
considered all sorts of schemes over and over again, but they have done 
nothing and mean to do nothing. 

So fares the principle of the thing is concerned, it is very simple and 
very clear. Sir, I am under no delusion as regards the diameter of this 
Legislative Council. This Council is not a Parliament; it is not even 
like the Legislative Assembly ; its powers are limited and circumscribed. 
But limited as the powers of the Legislative Council may be, the Council 
has yet a unique diameter of its own. For one thing, this institution 
is not subordinate to the Government; it is no part of the bureaucratic 
machinery; that is one remarkable feature of this Council. There is 
another remarkable feature about it, namely, that this Council is an 
institution where all the members are equal, and the high-placed digni- 
taries sitting on the Treasury bench are no better than A.B.C., X.Y.Z., 
or myself or my humble friend, Hashemy. Even you, Mr. President, 
you are one of our equals; primus inter pares , first among equals, but an 
equal all tlie same. 

5 p.m. 

And it does not stand to reason where all the members are equal, 
where all t he parties are equal, whv one party of the House, riz. } the 
Government, should have the office of the Council under its absolute 
control? This is an objection on the score of principle whidi I defy 
the Government Members to get over. The Government are only one 
party in the House; they are a party in a permanent minority, a party 
of 26, and there is no party in the House so poor as to have an attenuated 
strength of 26 only* No doubt, it sometimes swells its ranks by filching 
members from this side of the House to the other, but that is a matter 
of loot , not of legitimate business. 

Thus, so far as principle is concerned, »the question is perfectly clear. 
Sir, I find that Mr, Man is pluming himself for a reply — he is getting 
his hackels ready. He is itching to say that Government have accepted 
the principle ; so they have, only they do not mean to act upon it. Then, 
apart from principle, there is the question of precedents. Sir, this is a 
precedent -hunting, precedent- loving Government, and I will give them 
precedents galore. There is the precedent of the Legislative Asse mbly 
We had a great stir there some time in 1928, but things have been 
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settled now to the satisfaction of the Assembly. There has been separa- 
tion also in the Punjab, in Madras and in the United Provinces; but in 
Bengal, we are still vacillating and considering. In this matter of non- 
separation, Bengal, Sir, stands in the unenvied category of such 
backward provinces as Assam and the Central Provinces, not from any 
fault of ours, hut simply because certain high-placed Members of the 
Government cannot bear to part with the paltry measure of patronage 
they now exercise. 


Sir, let me briefly glance at the financial aspect of the question. For 
the time I shall proceed upon the assumption that the President’s figure 
of Rs. 566 per month which comes to Its. 7, (M)0 jmr annum, holds the 
field in the absence of other figures. Sir, the Hon ’hie Sir B. B. Ghose 
told us the other day that this sum of Rs. 7,000 was the “last straw” 


Mr* PRESIDENT: Mr. Banner jee, I never said that my scheme 
involves an additional expenditure of Rs. 566 per month. I must correct 
you here; my scheme, in fact, does not involve any extra expenditure. 

Bata JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I stand corrected, Sir. 
What you say only strengthens my case; and this is only another instance 
of how we are handicapped by the reticence and secretiveness of the Gov- 
ernment. You told us some time ago in answer to an appeal of mine at 
the time of supplementary question on the subject of separation that 
your lips were sealed; and this is a matter of legitimate and very serious 
grievance with us, members of the House. In a matter of such 
importance as this, why should the President’s lips be sealed? We are 
entitled to get his opinion. We are entitled to get his guidance. We 
wish to have it, and why should the Government rob us of our privilege? 
Sir, as I was saying, the Uon’hle Sir B. B. Ghose has my sincerest 
sympathy in this matter, for lie will presently be called upon to defend 
a measure with which he may not be in sympathy and about which, as 
he pathetically confesses from time to time, he knows nothing. Sir 
Bepin was telling us the other day that this sum of Rs. 7, (MX) was the 
proverbial last straw which would break the Government camel's back. 
Sir, I had no idea that things had come to such a pass as this! But 
surely it could not be beyond the financial genius of the hon’ble members 
opposite to provide for a poor, bare Rs. 7,0(X) a year out of the various 
allotments in the budget. Why, Sir, from the present financial 
statement we find that the cost of upkeep for this Council House has gone 
up by Rs. 10,000? That did not break the Government’s back; they 
found the money readily enough, and I am sure they could have found 
the sum of Rs. 7,000 also if they only wanted to do so. It is not a question 
of “eau’t*” it is a question of ‘won’t.” Again, in the budget, you 
have provided Rs. 1,500 for hill allowance in connection with the 
Council, and I understand that the actual expenditure come# up to 
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tU, S,wO which is shown under other heads. But the Council does not 
go up to Darjeeling, and you can easily save the money under that head. 
Why should you require money for hill allowances when the Council 
does not move up to Darjeeling? I wish it did, but it does not. Again, 
there is Rs. 13,000 for the reporters. Now, I do not wish to speak 
disparagingly of the reporters ; they are on estimable body of men and 
they have to work under exceptional difficulties ; but I must say that the 
work of reporting is not done as efficiently as it ought to be. I do not blame 
the reporters for that. It is the Government which is to blame, and the 
faulty arrangement of work. It is the stenographers from the Secretariat 
who are employed as Council reporters; and as these gentlemen do not 
get sufficient practice in speed, it is no wonder that their work is not 
very well done. But if, instead of the present system, you employ 
shorthand writers on a contract basis, paying them even Rs. 200 a day, 
you will at once be able to make a saving of something like Rs. 6,000 
per year. On an average, the Council does not sit for more than 32 days 
a year. Supposing it sits for 40 days and supposing you pay Rs. 200 a 
day to the reporters, you will not have to spend more than Rs. 8,000 a 
year under this head. This means a saving of Rs. 5,000 a year, and, os 
I have already shown, there is another saving of Rs. 3,000 under hill 
allowances. And so your estimated annual cost of the separation may 
be made up from these two items alone. Again, I do not understand 
how the expenditure under rates and taxes can be so high. You have 
budgeted from Rs. 30,000 under this head. Most probably none of this 
account will he required; in any case, there will be an ample margin 
left to cover any possible deficit. Sir, all these financial and practical 
difficulties have cropped up as a result of the unfortunate report 
submitted by the committee appointed by the Government. That 
committee has been called a lepresentative committee, and has come in 
for many bouquets in the course of this discussion. The committee 
consisted of such eminent businessmen as Mr. J. N. Basu, Khan Bahadur 
Amul Hnque, Sir Lancelot Travers and others. As an instance of the 
businesslike spirit and methods of the committee, I should like to mention 
just one fact and no more. During the ten months from July, 1930, to 
April, 1981, this moot businesslike and representative committee sat only 
on two occasions; only two members were present on both the occasions 
and after these exhaustive and laborious researches the committee 
submitted a precious report which might as well have been dictated by 
the Hon 'hie Member in charge of Land Revenue. In that report they 
say that it was very desirable that the Council should be separated from 
the Legislative Department, but— but — but— there is always a “but M in 
these matters — they hesitated to make the recommendation as the creation 
of a new department would entail a heavy expenditure of money. Sir, 
how could the committee come to this conclusion, when they had no data 
before them? The eminent and businesslike men who composed the 
committee never thought it necessary to call any evidence, they did not 
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examine the Secretary or Registrar, or any official of the department^ 
they swallowed any kind of dope that was handed over to them by the 
Hoa’ble Member in charge of Land Revenue, and then they submitted 
their precious report on half a sheet of note paper. The committee, 
however, let it be said to their credit, made one valuable suggestion, vu. f 
that the matter should be placed at once before the Council for an 
early expression of their opinion. But the Government never took any 
steps to consult the opinion of the House. And, therefore, very 
reluctantly, the House has been compelled to adopt this extremely unusual 
method of bringing forward the question b\ a motion for adjournment. 
But it is the obstinacy and secretiveness of the Government which ia 
responsible for the procedure we have been led to adopt; and, in any 
case and whatever the procedure may be, the case for separation is plain, 
overwhelming and irresistible. 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, we have just now been treated to 
a great speech by Mr. Bannerjee. I am afraid that I have not 
his eloquence to put my rase forward. Before I go into the details of 
this question, 1 should like just to ('all the attention of the House to on© 
or two arguments that have been used in course of this discussion. Mr. 
S. M. Bose put forward what, in my opinion, is the extraordinary 
proposition that, this House being an autonomous institution, Govern- 
ment have no right whatsoever to interfere in a matter of this nature, 
and that if this House accepts any sc heme involving any expenditure 
relating to itself, Government are bound to accept it. He also fell into 
the error of raising the question of the executive having any control 
over the legislature in a matter like this. Mr. Bannerjee was also 
eloquent on this subjec t. I may point out to them that they are in 
complete error. There is no question of control of the executive over 
the legislature; it is simply a question of the introduc tion of a schema 
of expenditure. Even when we have provincial autonomy, anv scheme 
of expenditure which has to be met from public funds will have to go 
before an autonomous Finance Department under an autonomous 
Finance Minister, and if the Finance Department recommend it, the 
proposal will have to go before an autonomous provincial Government 
and they will have the final sev in the matter. There is no question 
of the executive exercising control over the legislature here; it is merely 
a question of spending public money. Therefore, f consider Mr. Bos© 
and Mr. Bannerjee have gone quite wrong on that point. 

Mr. A. F. Rahman, as also Mr. Bannerjee, drew the attention of the 
Hons© to the item of rates and taxes, and they assumed that there would 
be a saving under this head because the land on which this building 
stands is not within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta Corporation as it 
stands on.Govemment land, and that, therefore, we will not have to pay 
any rates and taxes at all. May I point out that we actually pay rates 
and taxes on all buildings even though they stand on Government land? 
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We, or rather the Government of India, pay for Belvedere; we pay for 
Government House, and I may say that in July and August we are able 
to make a saving of something like Rs. 28,000 a year out of the rates and 
taxes of some of these buildings when unoccupied. Sir, when that 
argument was put forward, I was not sure of the exact position and so 
I sent to the Corporation office to get a copy of the valuation. If you 
look at the budget, you will find that the actuals for rates and taxes for 
last year were Rs. 26,000. This year the budget was placed at Rs. 34,000 
and next year we have provided Its. 30,000. I have now got the 
municipal valuation of the lands and the building on them, and this 
building with the land has been annually assessed at Its. 31,100. The 
main question whether this building and the land attached to it is liable 
at all to rates and taxes, as being on military land, and the further 
question as to what the assessment will be are still under correspondence 
with the Corporation, but until these questions are decided, we cannot 
count on this as a saving. 

Then, Sir, Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji foresaw a saving of 
Rs. 13,000 under the head “Council reporters.” Surely he must realise 
that under any scheme whatsoever we have got to have Council reporters 
of some sort and they have got to be paid. He and Mr. Bannerjee also 
forgot that a certain expenditure is incurred over the Piesident’s and 
Secretary’s journey to Darjeeling under peons’ and clerks’ travelling and 
hill allowances. 

Now, Sir, I should like to deal with the main question. As everybody 
is aware, Government have accepted the principle of separation, and a 
good deal of acrimony has been expressed during the debate because 
Government have not since taken this House into its confidence. AW are 
not- to blame for this. It was really the fault of the members of this 
House. A\ T hen the motion for demand came under discussion under the 
head “22 — General administration,” this question could have been raised, 
and if it had been raised at that time, I would have given all the facts 
that I am now going to place before the House. I shall now be glad to 
place before them the details of the different schemes. 

Now, Sir, I come to the details of t lie different schemes. I am not 
going to attribute each scheme to any particular person. I am taking 
them in the order of cost. One scheme has been put forward which 
involves no extra expenditure to Government. Mr. Cooper said that 
he would prefer a scheme which meant clean-cut separation; Mr. 
Banerjee questioned that and considered that this particular scheme 
fulfilled that condition; but I hope I shall be able to explain this 
scheme does not do so. 

5-16 p.m. 

Under the first scheme the two departments are to be separated only 
on paper. The superior staff, that is to say, the SectatOff «nd his 
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assistants only, are to be separated, bnt all the reet ot the office is going 
to be left in a sort of fluid condition, to be lent from one office to the other 
office when wanted. Well, we have considered that scheme and we are 
all agreed (and I say it with many years of administrative experience 
behind me) that it would be absolutely and totally unworkable. It is 
not complete separation to begin with ; it means that the whole subordinate 
establishment would be under two masters who may call on their services 
at the same time and who may not agree. Government came to the 
definite conclusion that it would be utterly impossible to work such a 
scheme. 

Then the next scheme which has been put forward is a scheme which 
entails on paper a cost of 11s. 5(50 per month or about Its. 7,000 a year. 
Now that is described as a scheme of complete separation, but in the 
Finance Department we have two very definite criticisms of this scheme. 
The first is that at present we have 10 Council reporters working on 
allowances for reporting the proceedings of this Council. But under 
this new scheme there are to be only 6 Council reporters on reduced pay, 
a good deal lower than the present pay of the reporters, to do the same 
work. We feel that this reduced scale of pay will give us less competent 
men and 6 men could not possibly lie able to do the work of 10. Therefore 
the Finance Department thought that from this point of view this scheme 
is not workable. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: But in that case 
we should have whole-time reporters. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. MARR: Mr. Banner jet 1 complained about the 
present reporting. I admit that our Council reporters are not all up to 
the proper standard, but I would ask him what is to happen when only 
6 instead of 10 men, and that on u lower pay instead of the present pay, 
are doing the work. 

Mr, B. C. CHATTERS EE: Mr. Bannerjee suggested paying the 
reporters on a contract system. 

The Hon’ble Mr* A* MARR: I intend to criticise that proposal and 
I shall come to it later on. 

As regards Mr. Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury, he asked for whole- 
time reporters. That is another doubtful point about this scheme. This 
scheme proposed that these 6 Council reporters will not only report the 
proceedings of the Council but will also work as clerks in the office. 
That may be possible when the Council session is over, but immediately 
before the Council and during the session, is it possible for them to do 
so? Further, the Legislative Department has worked out that, while 
the Council is sitting, 14 clerks are absolutely necessary to do the work 
of the Council meetings. I can givs details if the members wish, Sven 
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if we take two of the four typists, 12 clerks would be necessary to run 
this work. Under this scheme there would be 6 clerks to do the work of 
this House and the balance up to 12 would be made up by the 6 reporters. 
I have explained already that these 6 reporters will not be available for 
office work while the Council is sitting. I think you will all agree that 
this proposal is utterly impossible. 

Now let me mention the second main objection we have to this scheme. 
Even to do the ordinary work of this House, 14 clerks are necessary. 
This scheme allows for only 2 typists and 6 clerks. Assuming that there 
will be 40 meetings of the Council, this scheme would mean that this 
clerical establishment 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I know to what scheme you are referring? 

Tha HOft’bls Mr. A. MARR: I am referring to the Ils. 566 scheme. 
This clerical establishment will he doing no work except when the Council 
is sitting and immediately before this. They will have no work for the 
rest of the year. 

Now a third scheme has been put up which would cost Rs. 876 per 
month or Rs. 10,512 per annum. That scheme is for complete separation 
except that the present machinery for Council reporting is left intact. 
So the present arrangement will go on and the allowances to the reporters 
will continue. But this scheme would cost Rs. 10,000 and odd and would 
still not be complete separation. 

Then Government decided to draw up a scheme of complete separa- 
tion and see what it would cost. We have done that and find that the 
extra cost depends to a certain extent on what scale the reporters are 
paid. At the least that scheme would cost anything from Rs. 17,000 to 
Rs. 25,000 per annum. Government considered this and felt that 
honestly in the present financial circumstances they would not be 
justified in putting this forward, especially when they are definitely 
recommending a retrenchment committee to see whether they can propose 
any curtailment of expenditure. 

Further, this last scheme of complete separation raises a difficulty 
about the future of the Legislative Department and corresponding 
arrangements in the Secretariat. We have not been able to arrive at a 
solution of that difficulty yet. The position is different in the Legisla- 
tive Assembly; there the Assembly Department deals purely with 
legislative work, while the Legislative Department deals not only with 
the drafting of Bills, interpretation of statutes and rules, but also do 
the work done in Bengal by the Legal Remembrancer his legal 
assistants. Government have not come to any decision as to how such a 
combination can be carried out in Bengal. 

These are the details of the four schemes that we have considered ^ 
I claim that the first three do not give the complete separatum which 
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you all desire and the fourth scheme is not justified in the present 
circumstances. If any one wishes to have any further details t I am 
quite prepared to supply them. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: The great difficulty with which we are 
faced is that we know nothing of the four schemes which have been 
discussed by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr. One by one they have been torn to 
pieces, but we do not know what they are. What the ITon’ble Mr. Marr 
is asking us to accept is merely the criticism of some schemes which we 
have never seen and of which we know nothing. I as a lawyer cannot 
understand this, or think of anything more impossible. We are asked 
to vote on this resolution, and the Hon’ble Finance Member tells us 
merely his opinion on the sc hemes which he apparently does not like. 
We should like to know what these schemes are, and what the acceptance 
of any one of them at once would mean. The Hon’ble Finance Member 
has not answered Mr. J. L. Bannerjee’s point that we can make a saving 
in the cost of reporting by accepting his proposal of engaging reporters 
on a contract basis. He said that if we had reporters on Its. 20() a day, 
the utmost cost would be Hs. 8,000 per annum. Thus we would haws 
better reporting, and we could also make an immediate saving of 
Hs. 5,000. 

Another matter that strikes me is this: Up till now we have been 
having for our Secretary, a member of the Civil Service; and necessarily 
he costs a very good deal of money, w hereas if we had for our Secretary a 
gentleman who does not belong to the Civil Service, we would be able 
to effect a good bit of economy in the matter of the salary paid to our 
Secretary. If we take Rs. 5.000 from the expenditure on the reporters, 
and add to it the saving that would be made if w*e did not continue 
having a Secretary from the Civil Service, then we should be opening up 
very effective channels of economy by going along which we could get 
the separation effected, without it being a financial burden in the way 
on the Hon’ble the Finance Member. 

The point that really hurts me is this: As Mr. .T. L. Bennerjee has 
said, and as we all feel in our heart of hearts, there is too much 
acceptance of the principle, and too much of hesitation in giving effect to 
it. What is the point in your saving that we accept the principle, if you 
always fight shy when youaie asked to put that principle into operation P 
Here in this case we are on the strongest possible ground. The whole of 
India, that is to say, all the provinces of India worth mentioning, have 
had their Council staff separated from Government. Why should not 
we have it? The only reason given by Mr. Cooper is no reason; he haa 
no explanation to offer against this scheme. As far as the Finance 
Member is*concerned, I understand he opposes it on grounds of economy 
which we meet and get over by means of the recommendations I have 
made. That being so, and having regard to the assurance the President 
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has just now given us that he has thought of, end propounded, a scheme 
which will mean no extra cost at all, having regard to all these factors, 
why should we not have this put into effect here and now, instead of 
waiting for an uncertain date? One does not know when that date is 
going to dawn, when we shall have provincial autonomy ready-made 
and thrust on us. It is the fashion nowadays to ask one to wait till the 
grant of provincial autonomy; that seems to me ridiculous. Before we 
get provincial autonomy, we ought to get ready for it. Here is a method 
of getting ready for it; if Bengal is to have provincial autonomy, its 
Legislative Council should be autonomous, to start with. I do not see 
how we can, as self-respecting men sitting here as members including 
the Ministers I must not omit to say, how consistently with our self- 
respect, we can oppose a scheme like this. What is the objection of 
the European members to the scheme except that the Government do 
not like itP I must ask the European members of this House to cultivate 
the habit of taking a view detached from that of Government; it is 
ridiculous to see so many members who have been elected to this 
House always showing an unthinking, indiscriminate and blind 
dependence upon whatever the Government want to do. I appeal to the 
self-respect of the European members, and ask them to judge things on 
their merits and not by what the Home Member or the Finance Member 
says; and I challenge any of the gentlemen facing me to get up and give 
a reasoned criticism of the scheme which we are advocating, excepting 
the criticisms made by Mr. Marr. I ask them, if they can, to contest 
the argument that 1 put forward before them once again. The first is 
that we effect an economy of Us. f>,000 if we adopt the method of reporting 
suggested by Mr. J. L. Bannerjee. Secondly, we can make another 
saving if we cut down the pay of the Secretary who at present belongs 
to the Civil Service and other expenses for the upkeep of the building and 
the department. If we accept these methods at once, there is no 
reason why we should not have separation ; surely, they cannot but see 
that separation is necessary for the operation of an autonomous Council. 
But, alas ! I know I am speaking to deaf people, people who have 
already made up their minds to follow Government, into their lobby. 
It is really a disquieting sight to see such a lot of educated, influential 
men always saying **yea M with Government. When will they take this 
halter of acquiescence off their necks, and become men? 

Nr* 4t CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I wish to know whether we are 
men or not. 

Mr* B* C. CHATTERJEE: They are always deaf when we talk 
reason, but are very much alert when Government talks unreason. 

>6-30 p.m. 

Now I appeal to our Hindu and Muhammadan friends of this House 
not to listen to Mr. Marr or Mr. Cooper or anybody else, hut to aaeert 
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theirown self -respect. Let us remember that we are going to vote for 
a self-governing Council. I would also ask the land-holding gentlemen 
who, as a rule, run away when there is a voting. Let them just once 
realise that the people are going to govern them, and let them not run 
away in order to placate a few of the vanishing rulers. Let them not 
displease those who are going to be their permanent rulers. Let 
them, no longer, betray this absurd cowardice which becomes manifest 
from their conduct from time to time when they run away to avoid 
voting. (Question.) There are of course one or two who are quite 
different. I would ask everybody, be he a Hindu or a Muhammadan 
or an Englishman, be he a merchant, be he a lawyer, be he a 
zaminAar , to come forward and vote with us and against Government. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: On a point of information, Sir. The 
Secretary of the Council may not necessarily always be a member of the 
Indian Civil Service. 


Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move that the 
question be now put. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL F0RRE8TER: Mr. President, Sir, might I be 
permitted to point out to the House t lie attitude taken by Mr. Chatterjee 
to the European group? On every occasion he has an opportunity, he 
has something irritating to say about the Europeans. Yesterday he got 
me into trouble with you, Mr. President, through his tantalising 
manner. Now he has thrown out a challenge to the European group to 
say that they dare vote against the Government. If Mr. Chatterjee had 
read his report of the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
he would find that this group frequently voted against the Government 
and speaking on behalf of the elected members I may state that we 
have always taken an independent view and vote according to what we 
consider is best for the electors. We have no slave mentality. We are 
British and act as Britishers should. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy was then put and 
agreed to. 

[At o-35 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
5-45 p.m.] 


Daman* far grants. 

The discussion of the demand under the head “26 — Police’ 1 was 
then resumed. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJES: Sir, before you proceed, 
might I just put a question P The Hon’ble Mr. Prentice said yesterday 
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that he would make a statement regarding Chittagong. When will he 
make that statement ? 

The Hovt’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. I have not got the papers 

here and I cannot say definitely. 

[The time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the head 
“26 — Police” having been reached.] 

The motions of Baku Satya Kinkar Sahana, Dr. Naresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta, Mr. P. Banerji and Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah were then 
put separately and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Hs. 2,03,95,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “20 — Police” was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head “20 — Police” were not called 
owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs. 12,78,000 under the head *26A — Presidency Police’ be 
reduced by Rs. 500 (to discuss the evil effects of carnivals going on in 
Calcutta).” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 42,78,000 
under the head ‘26A — Presidency Police’ be reduced by Re. 100 (to 
draw attention to the w r ant of provision in matters of appointments for 
the candidates of the backward classes in this department).” 

Mr. P. BANERJI: “That the demand of Rs. 42,78,000 under the 
head ‘26A — Presidency Police’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discus- 
sion on the recruitment of Presidency Police Force from outside th© 
province).” 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL ami 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN 8ARKER: “That the demand of 

Rs. 42,78,000 under the head ‘26A — Presidency Police’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (grievances of the depressed classes in the matter of appointment 
in the department).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,08,000 under the head ‘26C — District Executive Force — Pay of 
officers’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to press that the posts of Deputy Superin- 
tendents of Police should be abolished).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 10,65,465 
under the head '26C— ^District Executive Force — Pay of establishment 
— Assistant sub-inspectors, etc/ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw atten- 
tion to the policy followed in the recruitment of assistant sub-inspectors 



1&3&J DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

ia accordance with an antiquated circular causing great injustice to the 
claiM of the Muslim community)/* 

M*»!vi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 10,65,465 
under the head *26C — District Executive Force — Pay of assistant sub- 
inspectors and head constables’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (as a disapproval 
of the method followed in making recruitment by direct appointment)/’ 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 45,61,528 under the head ‘26C — District Executive Force — Pay of 
establishment — Constables’ be refused.” 

MittlYi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,85,063 under the head ‘260 — District Executive Force — Temporary 
District Intelligence staff’ be reduced by Re. 1 (for submission of 
unreasonable reports).” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs. 90,69,500 under the head ‘260 — District Executive 
Force — Police Force — District Police’ be reduced by Rs. 10,00,000.” 

Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: “That the demand of Rs. 90,69,500 
under the head ‘260 — District Executive Force — Police Force* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the manner in which Local 
Government orders are complied with by thana officers).” 

Babu 8ATI9H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Its. 90,69,500 under the head ‘260 — District Executive 
Force — Police Force’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the legality of 
lathi charges and other methods adopted by them in dealing with civil 
disobedience movement )/* 

Babu 8ATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs. 90,69,500 under the head ‘260 — District Executive 
Force — Police Force’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the legality of 
arrests made by the police on mere suspicion of persons of good social 
positions and their subsequent release before trial).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,32,96,700 under the head ‘20C — District Executive Force’ be 
refused.” 

Mr. P. BANER4I: “That the demand of Rs. 1,32,96,700 under the 
head ‘26C — District Executive Force’ be reduced by Rs. 13,29,670.” 

Mr. R. MAITI: “That the demand of Its/ 1,32,96,700 under the 
head l 26C-— District Executive Force’ he reduced by Its. 50,000 (to draw 
attention to tbe atrocities committed by the police in the district of 
Midnapore and other place*).” 
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Mr* It* MAITI: ‘‘That the demand of Re. 1,32,96,700 tinder the 
head ‘26C — District Executive Force’ be reduced by Rs. 50,000 (to 
raise a discussion about the overwhelming number of dacoities, thefts 
and burglaries in the province and the inability of the police to cope 
with the situation).” 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: “That the demand of 

Its. 1,32,96,700 under the head ‘26C — District Executive Force’ be 
reduced by Its. 32,000.” 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 

ALI : “That the demand of Its. 1,32,96,700 under the head ‘26C — District 
Executive Force — Pay of officers and establishment’ be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000 [excess at Chittagong, Hijli and Dacca before the civil dis- 
obedience movement and excess at Hossainabad, Nawabganj (Dacca), 
Midnapore and other places of Bengal during the present civil dis- 
obedience movement, misuse of powers under the ordinances and conduct 
of the officer in charge of the Tala police-station in the district of 
Khulna].” 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 1,32,96,700 under the head ‘26C — 
District Executive Force — Pay of officers’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(general policy with special reference to propaganda regarding fall of 
prices of jute and paddy. Excesses with regard to civil disobedience 
movement).” 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 1,32.90,700 under the head ‘26C— 
Police — District Executive Force’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 [to raise a 
discussion ubout the Hossainabad shooting affairs (in police-station 
Laksham in the district of Tippera)].” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,32,96,700 under the head ‘26C — District Executive Force’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about police administration 
in the mufasml and the increase of dacoity and other crimes on person 
and property which are being neglected owing to their activity in other 
directions such as under the Ordinances and Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,32,96,700 under the head *2(»C — District Executive Force* be 
reduced by Rs. 900 (to raise a discussion about the hooliganism at 
Chittagong aud the assaults at Hijli Detention Camp).” 
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Msulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUF41 * “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,32,96,700 under the head ‘2C0 — District Executive Force* be 
reduced by Re. 100 (recruitment of Mussulmans in the police servioe 
and the promotions in the service).” 


Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: -That the demand of 

Rs. 1,32,96,700 under the head ‘260 — District Executive Force- 
District Polite’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the inefficiency of the 
force in dealing with ordinary crimes, particularly violent offences 
against the persons and properties of zamtndars , taluqdar* and muluijan $ 
in different parts of Bengal).” 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,32,90,700 under the head ‘26C — District Executive Force’ bo 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to condemn the failure of the police to prevent 
completely the evil of abduction of women in Bengal),” 


Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,32,90,700 
under the head ‘200 — District Executive Force’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(legitimate grievances of the backward classes in matters of appoint- 
ments, particularly of sub-inspectors of police with special reference to 
the Presidency Range).” 

Maulvi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,32,90,700 under the head *200— District Executive Force — 
District Police’ be reduced by Re. I (to discuss the police excesses in 
the country and to press for the immediate withdrawal of the punitive 
police and curfew orders from the thanan of Chittagong).” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULUCK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,32,90,700 under the head ‘260 — District Executive Force’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the attention of the Government to the fact 
that the claims of the candidates of the backward classes for the appoint- 
ments as sub-inspectors, assistant sub-inspectors, head constables and 
constables have been ignored and to suggest that provision be made for 
definite number of these appointments annually from amongst the said 
candidates).” 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. SARAT CHANORA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN SARKER: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,32,96,700 under the head ‘260 — District Executive Force* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (inadequate reciuitment of the depressed classes to 
the department).** 
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Or. AMULYA RATAH CHOSE: "That the demand of 

Rs. 1,32,96,700 under the head ‘26C— District Executive Force' be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the general inefficiency of the 
iorce).” 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BAL ami 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: "That the demand of 

Rs. 1,84,500 under the head *201) — Police Training School’ be reduced 
by lie. 1 (disadvantages of the police officers belonging to the depressed 
classes in the matter of residence and cooksheds).” 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: "That the demand of 

Rs. 3,68,800 under the head ‘26E — Special Police’ be refused." 

Dr. NAREBH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: "That the demand of 
Rs. 3,68,8<X) under the head *26 E — Special Police’ be reduced by 
Rs. 2,00,000.’’ 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: "That the demand of He. 3,68,800 
under the head 4 26E — Special Police — Eastern Frontier Rides (Bengal 
Battalion)’ be reduced bv Rs. 1,00,000.” 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: "That the demand of 
Rs. 3,68,800 under the head ‘26E — Special Police’ he reduced by Re. 1 
(inadequate recruitment of the depressed classes to the department).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: "That the demand of 

Rs. 7,66,500 under the head ‘26 F — Railway Police’ be refused.” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: "That the demand of Rs. 7,56,500 
under the head 4 26F — Railway Police* be reduced by Rs. 100 (non- 
representation of the backward classes in the matter of appointments 
in the Railway Police).” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: "That the demand oi 

Rs. 4,04,025 under the head 4 26G — Criminal Investigation Department 
— Pay of establishment — Temporary Force* be refused.” 

Maulvi SYEO 4ALALUDDIN HABHCMY and Maulvi HASSAN 

ALI: "That the demand of Rs. 1,25,000 under the head ‘26G — 
Criminal Investigation Department — Secret Service Money* be rednoed 
by Rs. 500 (necessity for the service and its work).” 
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.#f. NARKSH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAs “That the demud of 

Ri* 12,57,800 under the head ‘26G — Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment' be reduced by R*. 10,00,000.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: That the demand of 
Us. 12,57,800 under the head ‘26(1— Criminal Investigation Depart* 
ment’ be reduced by Re. 2,57,000. ” 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY and Maulvi HAMAH 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 12,57,800 under the head *260 — 
Criminal Investigation Department 1 he reduced by Rs. 1,000 (general 
policy with special reference to agent provocateurs, spies and informers 
and Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1930).” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : “That the 
demand of Rs. 12,57,800 under the head ‘26G — Criminal Investigation 
Department’ be reduced by Rs. 1 ,000 (to discuss the unnecessary growth 
of expenditure and the methods of investigation).” 

Mr. AN AND A MOHAN PODDAR: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 12,57,800 under the head ‘26(1 — Criminal Investigation Department’ 
be reduced by Rs. 1(H) (inefficiency specially in not being able to prevent 
ducoities in the mufasml)." 

Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 12,57,800 under the head ‘26G — Criminal Investigation Department* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (inefficiency of the department in not being able 
to stop the smuggling and traffic in arms, especially in revolvers)/' 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of 

Rs. 12,57,800 under the head ‘260 — Criminal Investigation Department' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the two cases of undetected 
murders on Grand Trunk Road, Howrah-Golabari and Bally).” 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: “That the demand of Rs. 2,03,95,000 
uuder the head ‘26 — Police’ be reduced by Rs. 2,00,000.” 

Babu KI8H0R! MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 2,03,95,000 under the head ‘26 — Police' be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000.” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: “That the demand of 
Re. 2,03,95,000 under the head ‘26 — Police' be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(to draw attention to the alarming increase in Police expenditure out 
of all proportion to the revenues of the Presidency).” 

87 
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Mr. AMANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of 

Rs, 2,03,95,000 under the head ‘26— Police’ be reduced by Ra. 100 (to 
raise a discussion on the desirability of effecting economy and retrench- 
ment in the department).” 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 2,03,95,000 under the head ‘26 — Police’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
raise a discussion about the increase of non-political crimes).” 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: “That the demand of Rs. 2,03,95,000 under the 
head ‘26 — Police’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the 
necessity of reducing the disproportionately heavy cost of the adminis- 
tration of the Police on the lines of the retrenchment made in this 
department in the neighbouring area of the Fnited Provinces).” 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 2,03,95,000 
under the head ‘26 — Police’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the general 

policy).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of 
Rs. 2,03,95,000 under the head ‘26 — Police’ be reduced by lie. 1 (to 
raise a discussion on the inefficiency of the department').” 


27— Ports and Pilotage. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 4,08,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “27 — Ports and Pilotage.” 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 1,28,000 under the head “27A — Ports and 
Pilotage — (-barges for pooled launches — Building repairs and outfit of 
launches” be reduced by Re. 1 (to call attention of Government to the 
necessity of training Indian apprentices in ship-building in the Govern- 
ment dwkyard at Nurayunganj). 

My object in moving this motiou is to call attention of Government 
to the necessity of training Indian apprentices in ship-building at the 
Government dockyard at Narayanganj. The question was discussed in 
the last March session of the Council on the motion of Maulvi 
Muhammad Fazlullah, and in the course of his speech he made out a 
strong case in favour of the unemployed young men. Sir, it is well known 
that the question of unemployment has become very acute at the present 
moment, and it has been repeatedly urged by the public that something 
should be done to solve this problem. In this connection, I beg to 
point out that in the Narayanganj Dockyard there are adequate 
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facilities to such training; and the young men who roam about 
widamt employment can be properly trained there so that when they 
oomplete their training, they may be able to get suitable employment 
in order to be able to maintain their families. 

It is admitted on all hands that general education has failed to give 
adequate means of livelihood to the young men of this country. The 
terrorist movement in Bengal is due in a large measure to unemploy- 
ment. The Government have hitherto excused themselves by saying 
that they cannot undertake big schemes for technical and industrial 
education now for want of funds. I may submit, Sir, that the proposal 
contained in ray motion would not. involve any extra expenditure on the 
part of the Government. 1 may even go so far as to suggest that a 
small fee may be realised from the apprentices so that the cost, if any, 
may be recovered from them. Mr. Blandy in replying to a similar 
motion last year said: “In the first place it is not correct to say that 
we have already built several crafts. As a matter of fact, we have not 
vet built one. There is, however, a certain amount of fairly important 
reconditioning and repair work going on at Naravangenj, and it is 
possible that this work might provide opportunities of valuable training 
for apprentices. That is one point which will have to be examined.* 1 
Then he goes on to say : “Then there is the further question of expense. 
We do not know' what it will cost to start such a class. However, us 
the idea has been put to us, Government will be glad to go into detuils 
and see if it w ill be possible from the financial point of view and also 
from the ptactical point of view, to start a class where they will be able 
to impart adequate instruction to apprentices with the means at their 
disposal.” On the assurance given by Mr. Blandy, the mover withdrew 
that motion and I am not nwaie what inquiries have been made and 
with what result. We are not in possession of any facts whether any 
scheme has been undertaken to give effect to the suggestion contained 
in the motion of last year. I would not like to withdraw my motion on 
more assurances of the Hon’ble Member. We want something tangible, 
something definite and hope, that in view of the urgency and importune* 
of the case, it will be considered in all seriousness. With these few 
words, I commend niv motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Sir, last year a similar 
motion was brought forward by Maulvi Muhammad Faxlullah. 
Mr. E. N. Blandy on behalf of the Government in reply was very 
sympathetic and gave an assurance to the House that the matter will 
receive their best consideration. But I do not know what steps the 
Government has taken to give effect to it; as yet, I am sure, no 
apprentices have been taken in the Governmeu^ dockyard at Narayan- 
ganj. Sir, no far as I know, it is a very good field for imparting 
practical training to our young men ip this most useful industry. The 
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Government dockyard at Narayanganj is a well-equipped workshop on 
the eastern bank of the river Sitaliakhya and a good number of Govern- 
ment and police steam-launches are repaired and remodelled there. Our 
young men at present get no opportunity in entering this particular 
branch of useful industry and it is of importance that the Government 
should extend its helping hand to train our young men. The unemploy- 
ment problem is very acute at present in our country — if our young men 
are trained up in this new career, that knoty problem can then be 
solved to some extent. It is not a very big scheme or such an under- 
taking as may entangle the Government to great financial or practical 
difficulties. To my mind it is such a simple question as may be taken 
up without the least hesitation. It is only that the Government should 
utilise the existing facilities it has at its disposal, and give our young 
men the opportunity to be trained up in this particular branch of 
technical education. We do not want that the apprentices should be 
paid from the very beginning; but it is not improbable that if facilities 
are given, they will avail of it in very large numbers. So my request 
is that the Government should not make any further delay in giving 
effect to this very simple request. 

With these words I support the motion now' before the House. 

The following motion w t bh called but not moved: — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
11s. 1,28,000 under the head ‘27 A — Ports and pilotage — Charges for 
pooled launches — Buildings, repairs and outfit of launches’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to draw' attention to the necessity of training Bengalee 
apprentices in ship-building in the Government dockyard at Narayan- 

K an i)* n 

The Hotl'ble Mr. A. MARR; Sir, it is already well known that it is 
impossible to afford facilities for training apprentices at the Narayan- 
ganj Dockyard. At that dockyard it is impossible to give facilities for 
training in ship-building. We have never built a ship there, not even 
a launch; so we cannot train apprentices in the strict sense of the word 
in that dockyard. There only repair work and reconditioning work are 
done. We have a number of apprentice-boys there — quite a number of 
them. These boys learn to be cleaners and fitters and take up mirtris * 
work. This system obtains in other dockyards as well and also in 
railway locomotive sheds. Under the present conditions we cannot 
train regular apprentices in a dockyard like this. If we were to offer 
to train regular apprentices, we would have to make proper arrange* 
raents which would cost money; as regards these apprentice-boys whom 
we are employing, these boys ultimately learn to be mechanic-miftrii. 
I can assure the member that this will not necessarily end the matter. 
Government will continue to watch whether things can be improved* 
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At pNftent with the facilities at our command, we cannot give any*- 
training in ship-building. Therefore, I would ask the mover to with- 
draw the motion on the understanding that Government will continue to* 
examine the question. 

The motion of Rai Keshab Chandra Banerji Bahadur was then put 
and lost. 

6 p.m. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAl! Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,08,000 under the heed “27— Ports and pilotage” be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to urge the Government of Bengal to move the 
Government of India to intervene in the rate-war between coastal steam- 
ship and inland steamship companies). 

Sir, the object of my motion is to urge the Government of Bengal 
to move the Government of India to intervene in the rate-war between 
coastal steamship companies and between inland steamship companies. 
Sir, the shipping industry in this country, financed and managed by the 
children of the soil, is of very recent growth. It had so long been the 
monopoly of big European companies. They had huge capital at their 
back, hut the Indian companies are not rich enough to compete in case 
the rate-war is not stopped either by executive order or by legislation. 
The European companies can afford the luxury of reducing the rates or 
carry goods and passengers free of charge for a good length of time 
with a view to kill this present Indian industry. Once they are able to 
get rid of competitors, it would be easier for them to raise their rates 
and thereby make good the losses sustained by them. It reminded me 
of an interesting story of a rate-wur between Messrs. Ifoare Miller & Co. 
and Babu llarimohan Roy, a grandson of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, in the 
nineties of the last century. In those days a regular steamer service 
used to be run by Messrs, lloare Miller & Co. between Calcutta and 
Kalna. As soon as Babu Harimohan Roy launched his steamship for 
carrying goods and passengers, the former company reduced their fere 
considerably, but that did not deter Babu llarimohan Roy in carrying on 
the business. The company began to give free trips when llarimohan 
Babu not only gave free trips but arranged free launcheons for the 
passengers. However, after some time, llarimohan Babu had to yield 
and his steamer finally became the property of Messrs. Hoars Miller & 
Co. The rate-war is bouud to ruin Indian-owned steamship companies. 

I should, therefore, like to ask the Bengal Government to move the 
Government of India and see that the rate-war is stopped for all time to 
come. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: “That the 
demand of Rs. 4,08,000 under the bead *27 — Ports and pilotage’ be 
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reduced by He. 101 (to request the Local Government to point out to 
the Government of India to take steps in the event of a rate-war 
existing between the India General Steam Navigation and Railway 
Company and the Rivers Steam Navigation Company on the one hand 
and the Indian companies on the other, specially in the Dacca division).” 


Maulvi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: “That the demand of 

He. 4,08,000 under the head ‘27 — Ports and pilotage* be reduced by 
Rs. 101 (to urge upon the Government to point out to the Government 
of India to intervene in the present rate-war between the coastal 
steamship companies running between the Chittagong port and other 
places).** 


Mr. AMANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,08,000 under the head ‘27 — Ports and pilotage* he reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to protest against the inadequate and narrow latrines, 
inadequate lights, water difficulties, want of separate latrine arrange- 
ment of inter and third class female passengers, supply of unwholesome 
food and other inconveniences of the passengers on inland vessels).** 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,08,000 under the head ‘27 — Ports and pilotage’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to protest against the inadequate and narrow latrines, 
inadequate lights, water difficulties and specially the conduct of the 
butlers with regard to supply of food to inter and third class passengers 
in Narayanganj, Chnndpur and Goalundo lines).” 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I should like to point out again 
that this is a matter which is not the concern of the Local' Government 
at all. In the first place, as regards the motion which has been moved, 
vir., No. 773, I may say that I do not know the existence of any rate- 
war whatsoever between the coastal steamship and inland steamship 
companies and that if such a rate-war exists, I cannot see how this 
motion can, remove it. Even if such a rate- war exists, I maintain that 
it is not the concern of the Local Government at all. The coastal 
steamship companies come under the Indian Merchant Shipping Act 
which is altogether under the Government of India. Then, as regards 
inland steamship companies, if there had been such a rate-war, then 
section 64A of the Inland Steam Vessels Act of 1917 would have applied. 
That section runs as follows: — 

“The Governor-General in Council may, by notification in the 
Gazette of India , after such inquiry as he may consider necessary, in 
respect of any system of inland waterways, or of any stretch of inland 
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waterway, or of the run between any two stations on an inland water- 

way#-*- 

(*) fix the maximum or minimum rate per mile which may be 
charged for passenger fares for passengers of any class travel- 
ling on inland steam-vessels ; 

(6) fix the maximum rate per mile which may be charged for 
freight on goods of any description carried in inland steam- 
vessels ; 

(v) fix the minimum rate per mile which may be charged for 
freight on goods of any description carried in inland steam- 
vessels; and 

(d) declare what shall l>e deemed to be the distance between any 
two stations on an inland waterway for the purpose of calcu- 
lating passengers’ fares or freight on goods where maximum 
or minimum rates have been fixed under this section.' 1 


Then, the section goes on to lay down certain conditions which the 
Governor-General in Council has to follow, but I should like to repeat 
again the expression “The Governor-General may by notification in the 
Gazette of India , etc.*': the Jjocal Government have no power whatso- 
ever in the matter. 

As regards coastal steamer companies, the power rests with the Gov- 
ernor-General in Council altogether under the Merchant Shipping Act. 
Therefore, Sir. even if this rate-war had existed, it would not hn*vo 
been the concern of the Local Government; it would have been the con- 
cern of the Government of India. As I have already said, if no such 
rate-war exists, I cannot see how this motion can be brought. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved; — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Bs. 4,08,000 under the head ‘27 — Ports and pilotage' be reduced by Re, 1 
(to stop rate-cuttings by the coastal steam navigation companies against 
coastal steam and motor launch services in Bengal, specially in Akyab, 
Rangoon and Chittagong lines)." 

Rai KIIHAB CHANDRA BANERdl Bahadur: Sir, I beg to move 

that the demand of Rs. 4,08,000 under the head "27 — Ports and pilot- 
age" be reduced by Re. 1 . 

The subject matter of this motion is a very simple one. My object 
11 to draw the attention of Government to the necessity of asking the 
India General Steam Navigation Company, Ltd., and the River Steam 
Navigation Company, Ltd., to provide latrines for Intermediata 
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class male and female passengers adjoining their respective cabins. 
In the course of the last two years, four or five new vessels have been 
put on the service by the steamer companies^ and the only improvement 
that has been effected is the provision of latrines on the upper deck for 
female passengers only, but that does not serve the purpose of this 
motion. I want the company to provide latrines close to the cabins, 
so that passengers, particularly the female passengers, may not have to 
walk some distance through the crowded deck, in going to the latrines. 
The present arrangements are highly inconvenient for purd<ma*hin 
ladies. I hope, therefore, the Hon’ble Member in charge of the depart- 
ment will kindly take a sympathetic view of this matter 

[Here the time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the head 
“27 — Ports and Pilotage* * was reached.] 

The motion of Hoi Keshab Chandra Banerji Bahadur was then put 
and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Ks. 4,08,00() be granted for expenditure 
under the head “27 — Ports and Pilotage** was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head “27 — Ports and pilotage’* were 
not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : “That the demand of 
Its. 4,08,000 under the head ‘27 — Ports and Pilotage (Reserved)’ b© 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the attention of the Government to the fact 
that the number of Bengalis employed in this department is quite 
insufficient).’* 

Muulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Its. 4,08,000 under the head *27 — Ports and Pilotage’ be reduced by 
lie. 1 (to draw attention to the necessity of permitting inter and third 
class female passengers to enter steamer by first and second class 
passages or to provide separate passages convenient to them).** 


30 — Scientific Departments* 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR. Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 25,000 he 
granted for expenditure under the head “30 — Scientific Departments.” 

Mr. BARAT KUMAR ROYS Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 5,520 under the head “30A — Donations to scientific societies — 
Grants-in-aid, contribution and donation** to other societies** be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the reduction of grant to the Yaren* 
dra Research Society). 
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Sijythe Government of Bengal made a grant of Rs. 100 a month in 
1017 (vrith effect from April, 1916) for the maintenance of the Rajshahi 
Archeological Museum founded by the Varendra Research Society of 
Rajshahi. In 1924 the Government of Bengal (Ministry of Education) 
sanctioned an additional grant of He. 250 a month for three years with 
effect from 1st September, 1924, to the Varendra Research Society of 
Iiajshahi to meet the charge on account of the appointment of ai curator 
for the museum in their letter No. 1918-Mise., Government of Bengal, 
Education Department, Miscellaneous Branch, dated the 3rd Septem- 
ber, 1924. While sanctioning the additional grant, the Government 
imposed the following conditions: — 

“It should be clearly understood that the grant is made specially 
in recognition of the assistance given to the society by Kumar Sarat 
Kumar Roy and that it cannot be continued either in whole or in part 
unless local assistance is given. ” 

When the grant was made, the society appointed Mr. Nani Gopal 
Majumdar, a young archaeologist who had already made his name, as 
the curator of the museum. As, however, local assistance contemplated 
by the Government was not forthcoming, provision was not made in the 
budget in 1927-28 for grant beyond August, 1927. No Mr. Nani Gopal 
Majumdar resigned the curators!) ip and secured the uppointment of an 
Assistant Superintendent of the Archaeological Survey and is at present 
officiating as the Superintendent of the Archaeological Section of the 
Indian Museum. The Government of Bengal, however, was pleased 
subsequently to make a fresh grant of Rs. 150 a month to meet the 
charge on account of the curator of the museum with effect from 1st 
April, 1928. Babu N irodbnndhu Sanyul, a promising young archeo- 
logist, lias since then been working as the curator. But this year the 
grant has been reduced by 20 per cent . ; so the curator’s salary has been 
further reduced to Its. 120, too low a salary for a qualified archeologist. 

But it is not enough to have a curator; there should be up{M>inted a 
marksman to write suitable labels of the specimens and there should 
also he adequate provision of funds for acquiring and purchasing anti- 
quities, procuring plaster castes of typical specimens and for photo- 
graphy. The collection deposited in the museum has already out- 
grown the accommodation available for exhibition. It is, therefore, 
necessary to add another wing to the building for displaying specimens 
properly. Money is also wanted to provide suitable show-cases for the 
exhibition of smaller antiquities and also for developing the library. 

The amount contributed by the members of the society as subscrip- 
tion is hardly sufficient to meet the cost of publication of annual reports 
and monographs. Long experience has taught us that we cannot expect 
more revenue from that source. So, unless the Government conies to 
the rescue of this institution by provincialising the poet of the curator 
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and by making annual grants under separate heads mentioned above, 
the institution will stagnate and cease to be useful. The Director- 
General of Archaeology in India, who visited the museum in December 
last, has made thebe remarks in the visitors’ book: “The society 
deserves every encouragement and support from all lovers of art, 
history and archaeology. . . . But obviously more funds are 

urgently needed if the society is to continue its useful activities and I 
strongly recommend this interesting institution to all who can help it.” 

Sir, after the Arch icologi cal Section of the Indian Museum, for 
the maintenance of which the Government of Bengal do not contribute 
anything, the Rajshahi Archaeological Museum is the mo9t important 
archaeological museum in the Presidency and, therefore, full end ade- 
quate support of the State may be reasonably expected for its proper 
maintenance and development. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Sir, I fully sup- 
port the motion which has been moved by Mr. Sarat Kumar Hoy. It 
is well known that the Varendra Research Society has got a museum at 
Rajshahi which has proved to be of great educative value. The society 
is the result of the assiduous labour and munificence of its promoters, 
and ns such it is not the proper place to apply the retrenchment axe. 
I would ask the llon’blc Member either to restore the grant or to reduce 
the percentage of reduction so that the society may carry on without 
difficulty. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I rise to oppose 
this motion. Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy, the mover of this motion, is 
well-known for his liberality to Art and learning and he takes a keen 
interest in the Varendra Research Society and contributes towards its 
maintenance. We have been compelled to make this reduction not 
only in the ease of this institution, but of similar institutions — some 
of them are more deserving. I may just name some of the them — the 
Refuge Home of Calcutta, which I consider to be one of the most 
deserving, the Imperial Library grant. We have cut the giants to 
these institutions by 20 per cent . In regard to all these, we have been 
compelled to make percentage cuts, as we felt that if Government are 
reducing expenditure and making drastic reductions in every direction, 
there is no reason why these societies aud institutions should not be 
retrenched in a similar manner. 

6-15 p.m. 

Therefore, all these grants have been reduced. I think if Govern- 
ment have been able to reduee its expenditure, and have made drastic 
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redactions, there is no reason why these societies and rssociations should 
not retrench their expenditure in a similar manner. The speech of 
the member shows that they have been carrying out improvments and 
additions to the building. I submit that the present is not the 
time for these improvements. We have got to make reductions 
just to keep up our existence, so that when the situation improves, we 
will take up the question of improvements. Therefore, it is with very 
great regret that I have to oppose this motion. I hope the member 
will realise that it is a temporary cut and not a permanent one. In 
certain other department* a large number of posts have been completely 
abolished ; after all, we have to adapt ourselves to the present financial 
condition and rest content with what we have for a year or two, and 
when things improve, we will do our best for the improvement of these 
institutions. 

With these words, I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Mr. Sarat Kumar Roy was then put and lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 25,000 under the head “30 — Scientific departments*' be 
reduced by Its. 101 (to criticise the reduction of grant to certain 
scientific societies). 

The object of this motion is to draw attention to the undesirability 
of reducing grants to some of the most useful institutions in the pro- 
vince. The Asiatic Society of Bengal is one of the victims of retrench- 
ment. Bengal is proud of the achievements of the Asiatic Society. 
The grants which it used to get from Government were already too 
moderate. Any reduction therefrom was ill-advised. Tim saving of 
Its. 3,000 per annum at the cost of the intellect of the nation was moat 
undesirable. I should, therefore, like to ask the Hon’ble Education 
Minister to restore the grant, even from his own pocket as a donation, 
if funds were not available and earn our heartfelt gratitude. 

Another useful institution of the province, the Varendra Research 
Society, is also a victim of retrenchment. This society ha* made a 
name and fame for itself since its foundation a few years ago by 
archaeological and other scientific researches. A reduction of Rs. 600 
per annum would impair its usefulness, but to Government it was quite 
an insignificant amount to be taken notice of. This I would call false 
economy. Pray do not starve such a useful institution. Restore it by 
all means. With these few words, I commend my motion to the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Tht Hon’blft Mr. KHWAJA HAZIMUDDIN: The question is not 

of Rs. 500 or Rs.. 600 but 

[Here the time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the head 
‘*38 — Scientific departments’' was reached, and the Ilon'ble Minister 
resumed his seat.] 
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The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then pot and loet. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 25,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head "30 — Scientific departments" was then put and agreed 
to. 

[At 6-30 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 6-40 p.m.] 


31 — Education (Reserved). 

The Hon’bfte Mr. A. MARR. On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 10,61,000 
be granted for ex{>enditure under the head "31 — Education (Reserved)." 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: I beg to move that) the demand of 
Rs. 2,86,000 under the head "31 A — Education (Reserved) — Govern- 
ment secondary schools — European and Anglo-Indian education" be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to ask for information about the future of the two 
Government European schools at Kurseong). 

Sir, we arc given every year 15 minutes for the complexities of 
education on the reserved side which includes much more than the 
education of Eurojjeans. But. those who are intemsted in the work 
have at least the satisfaction of knowing that this is half as long again 
as the 10 minutes with which the Council disposes of the whole realm 
of science, as we have just done. 1 have been asked to put down this 
motion by several member of the domiciled European and Anglo- 
Indian community who are alarmed by various rumours that are floating 
about, and I hope that Government will be able to allay their alarm. 
These rumours are as diverse as they are numerous, and there will be 
no advantage in my dealing with them in detail. They are alike only 
in one respect, that they all say, all suspect, that Government owing 
to the stress of time is about to diminish or restrict the facilities for 
education now offered at the two schools at Kurseong to poorer children 
of these communities. These two schools, a boarding school for boys 
and a boarding school for girls, are the only Government schools for 
Europeans in this province. Everything else Government allows to be 
done by private voluntary agencies assisted by grants, and there is 
a very great fear that the present poorly paid Europeans, particularly 
those in Government service, who already are suffering terribly owing 
to the economic depreesion, will have such poor advantages in life as 
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th*y possess considerably out down because Government, driven by 
necessity, is retrenching in nearly every branch. At present there are 
many parents who by these schools, and these schools alone, have a 
chance of getting their children reasonably educated in a reasonably 
good climate, at a cost which is reasonable in relation to their salaries. 
It would be a tremendous calamity, especially at a time like this when 
the community has had to face the whole shock of the economic depres- 
sion, if anything precious like these educational facilities were out 
down or restricted. And I may observe that this poor community has 
very little else that Government or anybody else could take away from 
them. 

There are some motions under this same head which suggest that 
there are members of this Council who believe that Government grants 
under this head are for such Eurojjeans as they meet in this Council, 
or in the superior lanks of Government service. 1 can assure them at 
once that we are not guilty. We do not tuke the money of the tax- 
payer of Bengal for the education of our children. Our children are 
educated in England, and in view of certian motions which am down on 
the paper under the head of Education (transferred) complaining about 
the cost of education in Government schools T may remark that no one 
who has not seen the school bills of an English public school, really 
knows what a school bill is. These grants are attacked over and over 
again, and I see they are likely to be attacked once mom, as ‘‘large 
grants.” I may observe, therefore, that reserved education includes not 
only the education of all Europeans in the province, but also all educa- 
tion in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and the Darjeeling district. It 
includes the education of all Indian children in European schools, and 
they are very many, and are rapidly increasing because EurojHMin schools 
are very much in favour with the Indian community. It includes pro- 
vision for a reformatory' school and various other things. ‘Hie heading 
is a composite one, and whatever your feeling may l>o, it is only fair to 
remember that European schools do not receive all this provision, and 
do not use on European pupils all that they receive. The assistance 
given to European schools in the form of grants, which is never large, 
never large enough, has been considerably cut down this year, and that 
is why there is this alarm in the community lest Government should 
intend, as rumour says, to cut down what it has hitherto offered to its 
own schools. We do know that the community is fortunate, it is 
almost its only piece of good fortune, in that the religious Teaching 
Orders provide very many of these schools in Bengal, and very many 
of the teachers. But for them there would hardly be any education 
for the poorer children of the Europeon community. I have not the 
figures, but I make a guess on the spur of the moment that the 
Christian* Orders of the Church of England, the Church of Rome, the 
Non-conformist bodies, and one or two American Mission agencies, 



500 


DEMANDS FOE GRANTS, 


[24th Masch, 


between them give Bengal more than two dosen school* and I should 
say about 150 teachers, who serve the community not for pay, — •most 
of them have none, — not for any professional advancement — which 
means nothing at all to them — but because of the splendid mediaeval 
traditions which endure in the Church that the care of the young, the 
fitting them lor life, is the service of God. If it were not for that belief, 
we should have very little European education in this province or any- 
where else in India. In offering this small tribute to noble men and 
women on behalf of those whom they so devotedly serve, I would ask 
Government for a direct answer — I hope it will be an assuring answer — to 
this question. Is it true that changes are contemplated in the organisa- 
tion of the two Government schools at Kurseong that will considerably 
diminish the opportunities of education now enjoyed by the children of 
the poorer European and Anglo-Indian communities? 


6-45 p.m. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. MARR: I am afraid, Sir, I shall have very 
little time to explain the position. It was at the instance of the 
authorities of certain aided schools, church schools, that this proposal 
was first made, namely, that the rules of admission should be modified. 
The reason put forward was that, unless Government thought fit to 
sanction these modifications, these schools on account of their financial 
distress would have to close down. This was a very serious matter for 
Calcutta and the whole of Bengal so far as European education was 
concerned. I may say at once that I was not enamoured of the idea, 
but Government agreed to the proposal ns a provisional measure on 
condition that, if it does not succeed, Government will have power to 
revert to the former position. I can, however, assure Mr. Wordsworth 
and all members of this TTouse that these modified rules and conditions 
do not apply to the two schools at Kurseong, — the one for boys and 
the other for girls, and I may say further that they were never intend- 
ed to apply, and as T have said, I do not think that they will ever be 
made to apply to these schools. It is true that on financial grounds 
Government have agreed for the time being to introduce these new 
rules in such schools at St. Paul's, St. James', the Loretto Schools, 
etc. What I should like very much to do is to endorse what has fallen 
from Mr. Wordsworth’s lips as regards the work of these church 
schools and their teachers many of whom are unpaid. It is well known 
what they have done towards the education of European and Anglo- 
Indian youth. If these schools had to close down and if these teachers 
of the different, churches. Churches of Eome, England, Scotland, the 
American Baptist Mission ami many others, were withdrawn, there 
would be a great calamity for European education in Calcutta and in 
Bengal. 
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fie motion of Mr. W. 0. Wordsworth was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

fie following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi H ASIAN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 2,28,500 under the head *31 A — Educa- 
tion (Reserved) — Secondary — Direct grants to non-Governinent second- 
ary schools’ be reduced by Rs. 500 (to raise a discussion on the genera! 
policy and unjust and inequitable grant). ” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 10,61,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “31 — Education (Reserved)” was then put and agreed 
to. 

The following motions under the head “31 — Education (Reserved)” 
were not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 3,66,500 under the head ‘31B — Educa- 
tion (Reserved) — Direct grants to non-Government primary schools’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (general policy, unjust and inequitable grant for 
European and Anglo-Indian education).” 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: “That the demand of 

Rs. 49,000 under the head ‘31 — Education (Reserved' — Special — 
Reformatory and Industrial School’ l>e reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss 
possibility of amalgamation of the school with Detention House and 
Juvenile Court).” 


31 — Education (Transferred). 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: On the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1, 07, T9, (MM) be granted for expenditure under the head “31 — Educa- 
tion (Transferred).” 

The amount for which I am asking is over Rs. 7,50,000 less than 
the expenditure of 10710-31 ; the Council cannot, therefore, expect to 
find in the budget for next year any new sc hemes or fresh developments. 
Like other departments, we have had to cut down expenditure and our 
main concern has perforce been to see how we could effect the necessary 
retrenchment with the least damage to the essential activities of the 
department. But, although for this reason, the figures indicate no 
outstanding departure of policy or advance in achievement, I can 
claim that we are using this period of enforced quiescence for laying 
the foundations for improvement and expansion, as soon as the economic 
condition of the province permits. 

I must refer to one matter which has been satisfactorily settled 
since I last asked for a grant, namely, the longstanding question of 
Government’s financial assistance to the University of Calcutta. In the 
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past, the University has been handicapped owing to the uncertainty as 
to the amount of help which it might expect to receive from Govern- 
ment. They have themselves long recognised that reforms were oyer- 
due, but they have been prevented by this uncertainty from taking them 
up. The University Organisation Committee appointed in 1928 reviewed 
the whole position and submitted a valuable report, which was con- 
sidered by the Senate and finally formed the subject of correspondence 
and consultation between the University and the Government. The 
proposals and suggestions made by the Organisation Committee have 
been practically accepted in full by the Government who considered 
that the introduction of the reforms suggested by the Organisation 
Committee will remove most of the criticisms levelled against the 
University. The members of the Organisation Committee worked 
very hard for a very long period and thanks of the Government and the 
public are due to them for all the trouble they took and for the 
excellent report they submitted. Dr. Urquhart, the President of the 
Organisation Committee, and the two Secretaries, Mr. Syamaprosad 
Mookerjee and Dr. Oanendranath Mukherjea, deserve our special 
thanks for the tactful way in which they managed to reconcile the 
differences among the members of the committee, and got them to sub- 
mit a fairly unanimous report. The amount necessary to enable the 
University to give effect to the essential parts of the reorganisation 
was very carefully considered in relation to their existing assets and 
commitments, and a conference was held at Darjeeling last year to 
thrash the whole matter out. The conference dealt with hard facta, 
regarding which there was a very large measure of agreement and the 
negotiations throughout were conducted in the most friendly and help- 
ful spirit. Each side appeared to 1 m» anxious to arrive at a fair and 
lasting settlement and I am happy to say that we were able to promise 
a definite sum to the University (subject of course to the vote of this 
House) and to relieve them of the anxiety, which uncertainty of the 
future must always engender. Financial considerations prevent Gov- 
ernment from giving the full amount of the assistance, which the 
complete scheme of reorganisation would involve, but enough has been 
provided to permit of the initiation of the most essential reforms. 

This result is beneficial not only to the University but also, I think, 
to the Government who now know their liabilities towards the Calcutta 
University and have the satisfaction of feeling that the amount decided 
upon has a definite, mathematical basis. 

I think the House will agree that the happy termination of this 
long and difficult question represents a definite achievement of the 
past year. 

I want to taka this opportunity to inform the House that Govern- 
snent very much appreciate the help they have received from the 
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members of the Calcutta University Deputation which went to Darjee- 
ling. Particularly I would like to mention the names of Sir Hassan 
Suhtwwardy, the Vice-Chancellor, and Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. 
It is largely due to the influence and labours of these two gentlemen 
that it has been possible to arrive at a satisfactory settlement. 

Although some of the grants have been reduced, I am glad to 
inform the House that no reduction has been made in the grant for 
primary education. I find that a very large number of motions under 
the head “Primary education” are on the agenda to express disapproval 
and disappointment of the members of the Counc il at the delay in th 
enforcement of the Primary Education Act. Sir, I can claim without 
fear of contradiction that no one is more sorry than myself for this 
delay, but I hope the House will realise the difficult position of the 
Government. At the time when the Act was passed, it was hoped that 
within a year of the enforcement of the Act the cess will he imposed 
and it will be possible to give effect to all the sections of the Act. But 
owing to the very serious economic distress in the country, Government 
feel that it is impossible to enforce the Act on the assumption that 
within a year cess will be imposed. It has been contended by some 
of the members in the supplementary questions that were put on this 
subject that the masses are prepared to pay the cess in spite of the 
economic distress. It is within my personal knowledge that the masses 
are so keen on the enforcement of the Primary Education Act that 
whenever they are consulted they declare that they are fully 
prepared to pay the cess when imposed, but Government 

cannot ignore the facts as they are at present. From all aides 
in this very House it has been represented that the economic dis- 
tress in the country is so great that the tenants are unable to pay the 
lents and the zamindarg have to borrow money to pay the land revenue. 
We have received letters from most of the district boards in which they 
have drawn our attention to the fact that owing to the non-realisation 
of cess, the income of the district boards has been considerably i educed 
and most of the district boards are cutting their expenditure on 
primary education. If the tenants and the zamindarg are finding it 
difficult to pay the existing cess, how is it possible for them to pay 
the additional educational cess? Therefore; it is obvious that it will 
lie absolutely futile to introduce the Act at the present time as it will 
not be possible to impose the cess in the near future. Although we are 
unable to introduce the Act in full, yet we are making every attempt 
to take steps which will make it possible to enforce the Act as soon as 
the conditions are favourable. With this end in view, Government 
have written to all the district hoards asking them to agree to the 
scheme which will enable the Government to enforce some of the pro- 
virions of ‘the Act. I wiH briefly give the main features of the 
Govs^mrai proposal. 

38 
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The district hoards are at present spending a certain amount of 
money from their own funds on primary education. Government 
have asked them to hand over this amount to the district school boards 
which will be established under the Act. The district boards will, in 
any case, have to spend the money on primary education, whether they 
hand it over to district Bchool boards or not. By agreeing to the pro- 
posal of Government, they will not have to incur any additional expend- 
iture. Government will also hand over to the district school boards 
the amount oi money which they are at present spending on rural 
primary education. The district school boards will maintain the 
existing primary schools and frame schemes for the extension and 
location of the primary schools in the districts when the cess is 
imposed. The question naturally arises what immediate advantage is 
there in this proposal. The reply is that some of the provisions of 
the Primary Education Act will be enforced. Secondly, it will be 
possible for the district school boards to take up the preliminary spade- 
work and have a detailed scheme ready for the time when the! Act can 
be brought into full operation. It will also be possible for the district 
school boards to start new schools whenever it is possible to do so with 
the funds at their disposal. They can also amalgamate the existing 
schools in the same localities and have one or two good improved 
schools in their stead and the saving thus effected can be utilised for 
the extension of new schools in other areas. T want to make it quite 
clear to the House and to the public at large that the Government 
proposal does not mean immediate* imposition of the education cess 
which will only be imposed when the economic condition of the people 
is so improved as to enable them to hear the additional taxation. 
Government’s proposal does not mean that there will he 
an immediate extension of primary education, but our proposals will 
convince the public at large that Government are fully conscious of 
their responsibility and commitments under the Act and they will 
take every opportunity to remove the curse of illiteracy from Bengal 
as soon as possible. 

With these words, I move the demand. 

Mtitlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 4,88,266 under the head *‘31 A — Education (Transferred)— Univer- 
sity — Grant to the Calcutta University” be reduced by Es. 100 (to 
draw attention to the administration of the University and the neces- 
sity of amending the Calcutta University Act). 

I want to draw the attention of Government and of this House to 
the administration of the Calcutta University. This question wnt 
raised before the House last year also and there was a prolonged debate 
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over it. Unfortunately that debate took a communal turn which none 
of ua approved in our hearts and I only hope that this year too, although 
some communal question cannot but be raised, the debate will not take 
a similar turn. So far as the University is concerned, we can fairly 
say that it is one of the institutions in the country where we may say 
we have got perfect self-government or Swaraj; and as suoh it is only 
desirable that the administration of an institution like this should be 
such that all communities and all sections of the community should have 
full and perfect confidence in it, so that no community may feel that 
it is at a disadvantage so far as the University is concerned. Year 
after year it has been pressed on the attention of the Government that 
the present Calcutta University Act requires revision and modification; 
this question does not seem to l>e seriously disputed by anybody, yet 
for reasons best known to Government no step or no practical step has 
hitherto been taken. So far as the Muhammadan community is con- 
cerned, I claim that on the various bodies of the University the Muham- 
madans should be better represented than they are at present. I do 
not say, Sir, that Muhammadan cultivators should be placed on the 
Syndicate or on the Senate, but if there are educated and competent 
Muhammadans available, is it not desirable that there should be a 
scope for their entry into the various bodies of the UniversityP Of 
course I do not blame the present administration so far as the Uni- 
versity is concerned. If things are to be judged on their merits, then 
probably the University has been right in going on in the way it has 
been going on, but unless all the important communities in the country 
are represented on the University, then l submit that the University 
itself is in that respect defective. It is highly desirable to my mind 
that all communities ought to be represented in it, due regard being 
paid of course to the needs of efficiency. If efficient Muhammadans 
are* not available, then we do not claim that Muhammadans should be 
placed on any of the bodies of the University, but I ask if such are 
available, why should they not get the scope to get in? Only a few 
days ago we heard that Dr. Quadriati Khuda, who is now Professor of 
Chemistry at the Presidency College and who is a distinguished 
scientist, having taken his I). Sc. from a European University, was a 
candidate for election to the Faculty of Science, but he was unfortu- 
nately defeated. Probably he was defeated by a more competent 
candidate; we may not dispute that, but the thing is that if a man of 
his qualifications has no chance of getting in under the present cir- 
cumstances, then it ie highly desirable that the constitution should be 
so changed that men like him may get in. If the only criterion is 
academic qualification, then, of course, I shall have to admit that if 
will ha my difficult for the Muhammadans to get in, for the simple 
reason that Muhammadans took to Western education about 50 years 
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after their Hindu brethren did so. Therefore, it is naturally diffi- 
cult for them to stand equal to their Hindu brethren in open com- 
petitions. Unless the Muhammadans make up the lost ground, it 
will be unfair to leave them to the uncertainty of an open competition. 
My question is whether our Hindu brethren will agree to the principle 
that, provided competent Muhammadans are available, the only criterion 
should not be the possession of the highest academic degrees, and that 
some consideration should be given, to the fact that in view of the 
paucity of Muslim representation in the University, there should be 
provision for an appreciable representation of the community. 

Now, Sir, if there is no change in the constitution of the Univer- 
sity, if there is no statutory provision for this under the present circum- 
stances, it will not be at all possible to secure this end in any other 
way. It is, therefore, high time that Government should seriously 
consider the matter and our Hindu brethren also should consider 
whether they cannot accede to the demand of the Muhammadan com- 
munity in this matter. 

It was complained last year that Muhammadans have made very 
little contribution to the cause of education in this province and, there- 
fore, as a matter of right they are not perhaps entitled to what they 
claim. I submit, Sir, that this complaint is true and it is an unfortu- 
nate fact of which we, Muhammadans, are ashamed. But as I have 
already explained, the reason, therefore, is that this apathy lies in the 
fact that Muhammadans did not take to Western education as early as 
our Hindu brethren did so. It must be remembered also that the 
University, as it is at present, does not inspire that confidence in the 
Muslim community which it would otherwise have. Had they been 
shoulder to shoulder with their Hindu brethren in respect of education 
and enlightenment and had the University been an institution represen- 
tative of all communities, surely they would have come forward with 
larger contributions to the funds of the University. 

There is also another consideration. It is a fact that the Muham- 
madans as a community in Bengal, are much poorer than any other 
community and some reason for this poverty is to be found in the fact 
that they belong to a democratic religion under which the tendency 
of hoarding wealth is not encouraged. That is one of the reasons why 
they are poor, compared with the members of other communities. 
That being so, we oannot expect that when the amount of contribution 
to the University is considered, they should be found equal in that 
respect to the other communities. But it must not be forgotten that 
the real producers of the wealth of this province, viz., the agriculturists, 
belong mostly to the Muslim community and whatever money may have 
noma to the University through other hands was in reality their eon* 
txibutioa. 
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How the question is whether, if we take the University as one of 
the titad institutions that it claims to be, our Hindu brethren will he 
prepared to give the Moslems proper scope for representation on it. Sir,, 
to Aow an analogy, one of the stock arguments against the present 
policy of the British Government is that repression is no real remedy 
to cure the terroristic or the civil disobedience movement and that the 
real remedy is to remove the cause of discontent. Are you prepared to 
apply the same argument against yourselves? Had you been placed in 
the position of the British Government, probably you too would have 
followed the same policy and said the same thing because in the case 
of the University you do actually say the same thing. The whole 
Muhammadan community is bringing forward a particular demand, but 
you are putting it off on this plea or that and doing nothing towards the 
removal of the discontent. You say to the Muslims exactly what the 
British Government and the British people any in answer to your 
demands for various concessions. I would, therefore, respectfully ask 
ray friends to consider this seriously and not to raise any objection to 
the just and reasonable demands of the Moslem community. 


Adjournmint. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 29th 
March, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Pnmtim of the Bengal Lagislativa Council n i m fc l i d under tho 
provisions of tho Covonwnont of India Act 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 29th March, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Eaja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Ohaudhubi, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 114 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The following member made an affirmation of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. Oiris Chandra Sen. 

Message of thanks from His Excellency the Governor. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, Sir Stanley Jackson has 
left Bengal, but he did not go without leaving behind a message for 
you. He has sent a letter to me in which he has asked me to tell you 
that the Hon’ble Lady Jackson and he are deeply touched by your 
farewell message and that they both wish to convey to you their grate- 
ful thanks for your expression of goodwill for their future. 

Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Bengal Tenancy Act 

•171. Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department been drawn to 
cases wherein the landlords have accepted their transfer fees but have 
not agreed to the division of holding or to the distribution of rent pay- 
able in respect thereof under section 88 of the Bengal Tenancy Act? 
I (b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’lde 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, Government contem- 
plate taking to rectify the defects in the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1886? 
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(c) If no such oases have been reported to the Hon’ble Member, 
axe the Government considering the desirability of inquiring into the 
matter? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hoit’ble 
Sir B. B. Ghoee): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 


Alleged assault of seme prisoners in Midnapore Central Jall. 

•172. Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state whether Ambica Oharan Chakravarty of Chittagong 
Armoury Raid case, Birendra Ray, a State yard prisoner, Gopnl Achorji 
of Athnrabari Mail Dacoity case, Nemai Mukheqi of Bankura, Kalipado 
Samanto of Daspur Munler case along with several civil disobedience 
prisoners and Emergency Ordinance prisoners were recently assaulted 
by the warders in the Midnapore Central Jail? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state under what circumstances these prisoners 
wore 1 tea ten ? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of the tensity of feeling that these 
incidents have created among the prisoners in the jail? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’blo Sir B. B. Chose): (a) No. 

(?/> and (c) Do not arise. 

School Hygiene work. 

•173. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of tho Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the present number of superior officers for school hygiene work 
under the Government of Bengal; 

(ft) the salary and allowances drawn by each: and 

(Hi) the nature of the duties each has to perform? 

(6) (i) Have any of them actually visited any educational institu- 
tions during the current year (1931-32) ? 

(«) If so, on what dates? 
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( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) the present number of junior school medical inspectors for 
Calcutta; 

(n) their qualifications; 

(in) their remunerations; 

(iv) the number of schools and students under each; and 

(v) the furthest distance of the schools from the office P 

( d ) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any travel- 
ling allowances are given to school medical inspectors for Calcutta? 

( 0 ) Have the Government any scheme for the improvement of the 
conditions of sendee of these junior school medical inspectors? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, what is the scheme, 
and when is it likely to be given effect to? 

MINISTER in oftarge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’bte Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (b) and (c) 

A statement giving these particulars is laid on the table. 

(d) No. 

(c) No further expenditure on this service is contemplated at present. 
(/) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clauses (a), (b) and (c) of 
starred question No . 173 . 

I 

(a) (t) Two. 

(ti) Assistant Director of Public Health, School Hygiene — 
Present pay — Rs. 1,006-11. 

Conveyance allowance — Rs. 28. 

House allowance — R b. 125. 

Total— Rs. 1,219-11. 

Medical Inspector of Schools*- 
Present pay— Rs. 325. 

Conveyance, allowance— Rs. 28. 

Total— Rs. 353. 

(iii) The Assistant Director of Public Health is in charge of the 
general administration and organisation work of the school hygiene 
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brameh. He is also in charge of tBe maternity and child welfare work 
and tile training of indigenous dais. He is a member of the Provincial 
Text Book Committee. He also organises the school hygiene section 
(growing child) of the Calcutta Health Week Exhibition. 

(b) (i) The Medical Inspector of Schools visits schools for giving 
practical demonstration in school hygiene work to school doctors, 
health officers and sanitary inspectors, inspects the sanitary condition 
of the school premises and supervises the work of the school medical 
officers. He also inspects the dui training classes and assists the 
Assistant Director of Public Health in the health exhibitions. He ia 
in charge of the refraction of the students with defective vision. 

(tt) Yes. A statement is attached. 

(c) (t) Three. 

(u) All medical graduates. 

(in) Each Rs. 50 a month as a subsidy allowance with free scope to 
carry on private practice and hold additional appointments. 

(ir) (1) Nine schools with 2,666 students. 

(2) Nine schools with 2,445 students. 

(3) Thirteen schools with 2,f>79 students. 

(r) They have no separate office accommodation of their own but 
they attend to their duties from their residences, but the distances to 
the farthest schools allotted to each are believed to he long. 


II 

Educational Institutions inspected dubixc; thk ykar 19,31-52. 

6- 4-1931. Saraswati Kshatriya Vidyalaya, Calcutta. 

7- 4-1931. Vivekananda Institution, Howrah. 

16- 4-1931. Entally Girls’ School, Calcutta. 

4-5-1931. Entally Girls’ School, Calcutta. 

6-5-1931. Vivekananda Institution, Howrah. 

17- 5-1931. Ranaghat H. E. School 

21- 5-1931. Maharaja Cosximbasar Polytechnic Institute, Calcutta. 

22- 5-1931. Vivekananda Institution, Howrah. 

26- 5-1931. Detinue Collegiate School, Calcutta. 

27- 5-1931. Padmapukur Institution, Bhowanipur. 

3-6-1931. Chetla Boys’ H. E. School, Calcutta. 

25-6-1931. Bandei H. E. School. 
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26-6-1931. Bagbaaar H. £. School, Calcutta. 

29- 6-1931. Shambaaar Vidyaaagar School, Calcutta. 

30- 6-1931. Saraswati Institution, Calcutta. 

2- 7-1931. Arya Mission Institution, Calcutta. 

10- 7-1931. C. W. Z. Mission Girls’ School, Calcutta. 

14-7-1931. Moslem Training School, Calcutta. 

16-7-1931. Uttarpara Government School. 

16- 7-1931. C. M. Z. Mission Girls’ School, Calcutta. 

17- 7-1931. Bally Rivers Thompson School. 

21-7-1931. Naihati Maliendra H. E. School. 

23- 7-1931. Rani Bhawani School, Calcutta. 

24- 7-1931. Metropolitan Institution, Calcutta. 

29- 7-1931. Nabadwip Hindu School. 

30- 7-1931. S. V. S. Vidyalaya, Calcutta. 

3- 8-1931. Padmapukur Institution, Bhowanipur. 

4- 8-1931. Sanskrit Collegiate School, Calcutta. 

6- 8-1931. Hindu School, Calcutta. 

7- 8-1931. Naihati Mahendra H. E. School. 

11- 8-1931. Mitra Institution, Calcutta. 

12- 8-1931. Hare School, Calcutta. 

12- 8-1931. City Collegiate School, Calcutta. 

13- 8-1931. Entally Academy, Calcutta. 

14- 8-1931. Kalighat H. E. School, Calcutta. 

21-8-1931. Tamluk H. E. School. Raghunathbari H. E. School. 
24-8-1931. Rani Bhawani School, Calcutta. 

26-8-1931. Padmapukur Institution, Calcutta. 

26-8-1931. C. M. Z. Girls’ School, Calcutta. 

28-8-1931. Chapra M. E. School, Nadia. 

31- 8-1931. Deaf and Dumb School, Calcutta. 

4-1-1932. Calcutta Training Academy. 

6- 1-1932. Metropolitan Institution, Calcutta. 

C-l-1932. Adarsha Vidyalaya, Calcutta. 

7- 1-1932. Sil’s Free College, Calcutta. 

8- 1-1932. Entally Academy, Calcutta. 

9- 1-1932. Padmapukur Institution, Calcutta. 

11-1-1932. Arya Mission Institution, Calcutta. 
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12-1-1932. New Indian School, Calcutta. 

18-1-1932. Central Collegiate School, Calcutta. 

14- 1*1932. Town School, Calcutta. 

18- 1-1932. Shamhaxar Vidyasagar School, Calcutta. 

19- 1-1932. Model Academy, Calcutta. 

20- 1-1932. Manindra Memorial School, Calcutta. 

21- 1-1932. Mitra Institution, Calcutta. 

22- 1-1932. Bangahashi Collegiate School, Calcutta 

26- 1-1932. City Collegiate School, Calcutta. 

27- 1-1932. Konnagar H. E. School, Calcutta, 

4- 2-1932. Deaf and Dumb School, Calcutta. 

5- 2-1932. Belilios Institution at Howrah. 

15- 2-1932. Ripon Collegiate School, Calcutta. 

18- 2-1932. Atheneum Institution, Calcutta. 

19- 2-1932. Ripon Collegiate School, Calcutta. 

23- 2-1932. Montessori Institute, Calcutta. 

29-2-1932. Krishnagar Collegiate School. 


Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hou’hle 
Minister he pleased to state why no educational institutions in East 
Bengal were inspected? 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice 


Unstirred Questions 

(answers to which wore laid on the table). 

Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality. 

tl. Babu HARIBANSA ROY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
been drawn to the scheme submitted by Sj. Balai Chand Adhya to the 
Chairman, Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality, on April 17, 1931, for 
increasing the number of Commissioners of the Hooghly-Chinsura 
Municipality from 18 to 27 and for their redistribution on the basis of 
the number of population, number of voters and the amount of annual 
demand from each of the six wards of the municipality ? 
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(6) Will the Hon ’We Minuter be pleased to lay on the! table a itate- 
ment showing — 

(i) the number of population; 

(it) the number of voters; and 

(Hi) the amount of annual demand of each of the six wards on 
which the aforesaid proposal was based ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the representations submitted from time to time since 
June, 1922, by the people of the Chinsura side of the Hooghly-Chinsura 
Municipality laying their many-sided grievances against the munici- 
pality and praying for their redress either by the establishment of a 
separate municipality in Chinsura or by a redistribution of the elected 
seats, allotting 10 to Chinsura, i.e., wards Nos. 4, 5 and 6 against 8 to 
Hooghly, i.e., wards Nos. 1, 2 and 3? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware - 

(t) that n feeling of discontent prevails in the Chinsura side of the 
municipality as a result of the rejection in the municipal 
meeting on September 18, 1931, of the motion for increasing 
the number of Commissioners and for their redistribution by 
wards ; 

(ft) that as a mark of protest against this rejection all the six 
elected Commissioners of wards Nos. 4, 5 and 6 of the muni- 
cipality, simultaneously tendered their resignations on 
October 5, 1931, and again on January, 19, 1932; and 

(hi) that since Oc toiler 5, 1931, the Chinsura side of the munici- 
pality is unrepresented on the municipality? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, 
he proposes to take with a view to remove the grievances of the rate- 
payers of Chinsura? 

The Hen’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS (a) No. The 

scheme was not submitted to Government as it was not accepted by the 
Municipal Commissioners. 

(6) A statement giving this information for the years 1931 and 
1931-32 is laid on the table. 

(c) These representations have been forwarded in original to the 
Commissioner for disposal, and are not therefore available to be* laid mi 
the table. 

(d) (t) It is believed that opinions differ about the matter. 

(it) and (m) Yes. 
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(§) As suggested by the Commissioner, Government will consider 
the principles of representation of the various wards in a municipality 
witl| reference to the circumstances of Hooghly-Chinsura. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (b) of unstarred 
question No, 91, 


(t) Number of row m ion, 1931. 

Ward No. 1 
Ward No. II 
Ward No. Ill 
Ward No. IV 
Ward No. V 
Ward No. VI 


2,773 
... 5,382 

... 5,504 

.. 6,317 

.. 8,078 

.. 5,016 

32,070 


in) Number of voters. 



1920. 

1932. 

Ward No. I 

... 472 

519 

Ward No. II 

... 701 

923 

Ward No. Ill 

... 873 

856 

Ward No. IV 

672 

740 

Ward No. V 

... 1,350 

1,137 

Ward No. VI 

... 909 

904 


( Hi ) Annual demand, 1931-32. 


Ward No. I— Rs. 6,745-0-6. 
Ward No. II— Rs. 23,263-4-9. 
Ward No. Ill— Rs. 28,131-13-3. 
Ward No. IV— Rs. 27,000-10-3. 
WenTNc. V— Rs. 40,743*3. 
Ward No, VI— Re. 12,462-74. 
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HMgMy-Ofiintvrt Municipality. 

92. Bibu HARIBANBA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on 
the table, copies of the representations, if any, received by the local 
Government complaining against the shelving of the resolution of the 
Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality regarding the fixing of pressure-reduc- 
ing valves on the Hooghly side of the municipality with the object of 
improving the water-supply on the Chinsura side? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government propose 
to take in the matter? 

Tilt Hon’bt# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) A copy of 
the communication which appears to be that referred to is laid on the 
table. 

(b) No action has yet been taken, but the matter has been referred 
to local officers for opinion and particulars. 

Communication referred to in the answer to clause (a) of unstarred 
question No. 92. 

Dated Chinsura. the 1st August, 1931. 

From — Babu Janakinath Mukherjee, B.L., President, Hate-payers' 
Association, Chinsura, 

To — The Secretary to the Government* of Bengal, Local Self- 
Government Department. 

I beg to forward to you herewith a copy of the resolution passed by 
the members of the Rate-payers’ Association in their general meeting 
held on 1st July, 1931, and to request the favour of your moving the 
Government to take such action as will remove their grievances. 


Copy of the resolution passed by the members of the Chinsura 
Rate-payees’ Association in their meeting held on 1st Jolt, 
1931. 

Resolution 3. — Resolved that the supply of water by the Hooghly- 
Chinsura Municipality to its southern section, specially to the southern 
part of ward No. 4 and wards Nos. 5 and 6, continues to be very 
inadequate, though there was an unanimous resolution passed at the 
meeting of the Commissioners held so far back as the 7th September, 
1929 , to remove this inadequacy in supply (a copy of the resolution is 
enclosed herewith for ready reference). 
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It is also resolved that this Association strongly urges on the 
municipal executives to take immediate steps in the matter on the 
lines laid down on their said resolution and the Association regrets 
that no action has been taken by them in the matter up to this time. 

The Association further urges that immediate steps be taken to 
bring the Samarpara reservoir into working order and distribute water 
therefrom regularly to remove the present tension. 

It is also resolved that a copy of the resolution be forwarded to the 
Chairman of the Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality, to the District 
Magistrate, Hooghly, to the Commissioner, Burdwan Division, to the 
Secretary, Local Self-Government, Government of Bengal, and to the 
public press over the signature of the President. 


Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Aot, 

93. Babu HARIBAN8A ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to* state when the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act, 1930 (Bengal Act VII of 
1930), will come into force? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): The member is referred to the answer given 
to clause (b) of starred question No. 144 asked by Maulvi Abdul 
Ghani Chowdhury on the 1 7th March, 1932. 


Survey and Settlement operations in Howrah. 

84. Babu HARIBANSA ROY. (a) Will the Hobble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the 
survey and settlement operations in the district of Howrah hove been 
ordered to be postponed ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state for how long the postponement has been 
ordered ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: (a) Yes. 

(b) The operations have been postponed indefinitely, and it has not 
been decided when they will be begun. 

Supply of mustard oil to Division III Indian prisoners. 

86. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Deportment be ploosed te- 
state whether mustard oil is allowed to Division III Indian prisons** 
for bathing purposes f 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(<•) Is the Hon’Ue Member aware that the use of mustard oil for 
bathing purposes is essentially necessary for the Indians? 

(d) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions so that such Division III Indian prisoners may be allowed to 
use mustard oil for bathing purposes at their own expense or supply? 

The Hefl’ble Sir 6. B. CHOSE, (a) Mustard oil is not allowed 
to Division III prisoners normally, but it is supplied whenever neces- 
sary on medical grounds. 

(b) As prisoners are well fed and well looked after, the regular issue 
of oil is not considered necessary for their health. 

(c) It is not considered essential for all the Indians. 

(d) No. 

Matllvi 6YE0 JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Government 
consider the desirability of allowing the prisoners to use mustard oil at 
their own cost ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer is there: “( d ) No.” 

Croup system of voting. 

96. Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether the Bengal Government has accorded its 
approval to the group system of voting? 

(b) Who is the author of the scheme? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Franchise Committee in their recent investi- 
gations favoured such a scheme? 

(d) Have the Government considered the desirability of consulting 
public opinion in the matter? 

(e) If the answer to (rf) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'blc 
Member be pleased to state what stepe, if any, have been taken to elicit 
public opinion? 

MEMBER hi shirts sf APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (thi 
MftfWs Hr. W. 0* R. Pcsuifoi)* (a) Government are not prepared at 
present to state w.tyt recommendations they have made to.the Franchise 
-Committee. 

(6) Government have no information. 
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(# A question about the group system of voting was included in 
tbe queetionnaitfe issued by tke Indian Franchise Committee, but Gov- 
emment are unable to say whether the Committee favoured such a 
scheme. 

(d) Yes. 

<e) A copy of the questionnaire issued by the Indian Franchise Com- 
mittee, which contained questions on the group system of voting, was 
sent by Government to all M.L.Cs., to the non-official representatives of 
Bengal in the Legislative Assembly and the Council of State, to selected 
Associations and Societies, to selected Chairmen of district boards and 
municipalities, as well as to many other individuals, and their opinions 
on the questionnaire were invited. The questionnaire was also pub- 
lished in the press. 


Demands for grants. 


The discussion under the head ‘MI — Education (Transferred)” was 
then resumed. 

Mr. W. 0. WORDSWORTH: I do uot know whether I can make 
any observations that will be useful about communalism in relation to 
the Cniversity and our higher education. But it will not be imper- 
tinent of me to try because the European is almost the only person who 
can now talk about Hindus and Muhammadans without inflaming WTath. 
I oppose this motion, but I can assure my Muhammadan friends that 
I too desire to see their community taking a prominent part in the ad- 
ministration of the University and in the service of higher education. 
But I hope to see this, not as a result of legislation enforcing such a 
thing, not by calculation of percentages and setting of numerical 
claims against one another, but as a natural development from 
the work done by the community for our higher education. I 
want this to come about as a spontaneous recognition of service done, 
because only in these circumstances will there he that happiness and 
that pleasantness of work which is necessary if our education is to do 
what we hope for. The University serves all classes, young men and 
young women, Hindus, Muhammadans, Europeans, and we want in the 
constitution of our University and in the bodies that carry out and con- 
trol its policy, representatives of all communities, so that a Hindu with 
his understanding of what his community requires can see that what is 
proper for his people is being done ; similarly with Muhammadans, 
Europeans or any other community; but once this necessity is 
recognised, it does not matter a straw whether the majority of the men 
on the University are Hindus, or Muhammadans, or Europeans, or who- 
ever they may be. The University wants scholars to serve it. It 

39 
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want# their scholarship, their enthusiasm, their knowledge of education. 
There are occasions when it does matter whether in dealing with an 
educational problem a man belongs to this community or that. For 
example, a Muhammadan historian will often hold a point of view — 
a valuable point of view — about some matter in the history of India or 
the history of some other country which it is impossible for a Hindu 
or a European to hold. But in most departments of study these ques- 
tions have no relevancy. Who cares whether a mathematician is a 
Muhammadan or a Hindu? Who cares whether a chemist is an Indian 
or a European ? For the purposes which I have referred to, one Hindu 
is as good as 20 ; one Muhammadan is as good as 20 ; one European is as 
good as 20, beta use the University exists to do service to education and 
not to decide where power is to lie by any system of voting or counting of 
heads. It is a voluntary association where all work together or should 
work together for one common end without conflict or difference except 
those differences which have Value for the purpose in hand. Only in 
this way is there room for communalism in the University : that some- 
times the opinion of the Muhammadans is wanted on this particular 
difficulty; sometimes the opinion of Europeans on another difficulty; 
but for the rest, when we work together in the University, we seldom 
trouble to think whether the men round the table are Hindus, or Muham- 
madans or Europeans. I wish that communalism were never likely to 
enter the University in any other way and that the affairs of the Univer- 
sity may never be marred by communal bitterness. 


One object of this motion is to draw Government's attention to its 
remissness in not pressing on with the University Bill. 1 do not know 
where we stand to-day with regard to that. The Council will remember 
that the mramjint party drew up a Bill of their own, but they were 
prevailed upon not to press it, because Government wished to introduce 
legislation for themselves. The Govern meat s Bill was introduced and 
went some wav on its courses. But the Bill seems to have escaped every- 
one’s memory ; nor have we heard Government refer to it for some time 
past, and it may he that the Bill has been dropped. Now in that Bill the 
communal principle is likely to be introduced by statutory obligation. 


fl-lo p.llt. 

I shall regret it, although I suppose it is too late in the day to oppose 
what is the spirit of the time. It is fair to recognise that the present 
situation, by which Hindus predominate in controlling the affairs of the 
University, isa recognition of past fact. Leaving out of consideration 
the contributions that Government and the missionary bodies have made 
towards higher education in Bengal, we must fairly recognise as a 
fact that most of the work in building up our University, our colleges 
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rnibmh has been tbe work of Hindus, and that the position of 
Hifths on the body of the University is merely a consequence of what 
has happened in the last 70 years. The Muhammadans for their part 
are getting stronger in the administration of education on behalf of 
Government and they have, I believe, three Divisional Inspectorships 
of Schools out of five — two being held by Hindus — and so they have a 
greater power of influencing, directing, and stimulating education than 
they would have by mere membership of the University, because in 
relation to schools, which after all are a very important part of the 
University system, the University recognises, draws up the syllabuses 
for the schools and examines their pupils. But the University is not in 
direct touch with them. The rest of the work is done by the Department 
of Education, some of it on behalf of the University. I hope to see the 
Muhammadans grow more influential in the University, but as I have 
said, 1 hope to see it come naturally out of their own advance in interest 
in higher education, and not by any compulsory obligation. You may 
say that it is easy for one sitting in this part of the House to look on 
these matters with an unemotional eye. That, as I have explained, is 
one reason why I have ventured to speak on this subject, hut the 
members of this group have, what I may call, a historical capacity of 
understanding these difficulties, because in my country we have been 
through them. What I am going to say may sound incredible, hut I 
can produce chapter and verse, many chapters, many verses, for the 
assertion that there was a time when Englishmen had the courage and 
enterprise to assault Scotsmen in the street. That was long ago. But 
centuries of steady application of natural forces, and by natural forces 
I mean the superior persistence and ferocity of the Scotch have reduced 
the English race to that low level of insignificance and inertia that 
you see to-day; so that w’hen in any grave crisis the world listens for 
the solemn and deep voice of England, what it generally hears is the 
voice of a Campbell or a MacGregor, a Marr or a Prentice. I say this 
by way of encouragement to our Moslem friends, who though not a 
minority in this province have a way of speaking sometimes as if they 
were not only a minority hut a very dejected minority indeed. Let 
me make it clear that by the historical illustration I have used, I do 
not suggest that I hope ever to see the Hindus of this province reduced to 
the abject condition in which the English are to-day. My object is only 
to encourage tbe Muhammadans. I have tried to persuade them that 
their interests, so far as education is concerned, will not be helped by 
compulsory legislation that deals with setting up percentages and figures 
one against another. I hope to have persuaded them that if at a Univer- 
sity election a Muhammadan candidate is not elected, he is not neces- 
sarily rejected because be is a Muhammadan. And I would ask them 
to believe that generally education is an interest that calls for the 
generous *nd wholehearted co-operation of every one and is only damaged 
by the fears and suspicions of sectional rivalry. (Hear, hear.) 
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K hm BthMtur Mttrivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I thought that 1 
would not have to take any part in the debate at all, but I ani tempted 
to reply to one question and that is that in spite of the high ideals that 
have been set forth, our University institution is not run on those 
high ideals. I will take a concrete case, but I feel great nervousness 
in replying to the speech of a member of this House at whose feet I 
learnt the first lessons of politics. I have great respect for him and 
I naturally feel that nervousness which a student always feels before 
his professor. About a year ago I attempted to get a Muhammadan 
professor elected in a certain faculty in the University of this province. 
Would you believe it, Sir, that in spite of the best efforts put forth 
and in spite of the fact that I can cite both chapter and verse, there 
was a certain gentleman whose qualifications were in no way superior 
to those of the Muhammadan gentleman. I do not say that this is 
a case which involved the Hindu-Moslem question. As I have said, 
our University is not run on those Puritan principles on which a Univer- 
sity should be run, and that is why we often hear that a Muhammadan 
is not able to join one party or the other. I am sorry that in the speech 
of the mover, the communal question was raised. I do not raise that, 
but I do feel that the University is an institution in which the children 
of the soil, both Hindus and Muhammadans, ought to play their part. 
Look to the history of India and you will find that there are large 
works to be done in that department; but unfortunately the contribu- 
tions of the Moslems have been so meagre that unless some attempt be 
made to rehabilitate that department, it would be very difficult for 
Muhammadans to get in there. As Mr. Wordsworth has said that you 
cannot possibly lay down percentages, I would like to learn a lesson 
on the floor of this House what other methods there are. Is there any 
way out P The Muhammadans are not asking in the least that their 
percentage should be fit, but only a reasonable percentage. I think my 
friend, Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, will bear me out that the Muham- 
madans have never claimed any extravagant proportion so far ; yet there 
have been cases of appointments and cases of certain institutions in 
which Muhammadan interests have suffered not because they are 
Muhammadan, tint because there was a Hindu-Muhammadan problem. 
The Muhammadans, however, feel that they have suffered in the past. 
When the University of Calcutta was first started and run by people 
who were neither accustomed to the conditions of this country nor 
able very well to foresee what the developments were going to be, 
and in the year 1872 when in this province the percentage of Muham- 
madans was 55, there was no provision for the teaching of Arabio and 
Persian, and you will be surprised to learn that it was after years of 
effort that Persian and Arabic were included as subjects of study. I 
have all along said that in the matter of the University we urge this 
only on the ground that our education is a matter of supreme mqmeat 
to the University, and not because we are a community by ourselves. 
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To fiote the very words of Sir Ashutosh Mukherji, the revered gentle* 
maA who moulded the affairs of the Calcutta University , if you want to 
shut one section of the people by whatsoever means, the result would 
be disastrous to the interests of the University. So far as the present 
facts stand, the Moslems are nowhere. My friends might point out 
certain instances in which attempts have been made from time to time 
to rehabilitate the position, but what has been the result? I do not 
know what has been done during the last few months, but at least 
would you t>e surprised to hear that in the whole department of the Cal* 
cutta University, there is not a single Moslem clerk — a matriculate — - 
quite fit to work in the office of the Calcutta University. I do not say 
that that is a ground on which I put my claims, but that is a ground that 
I have to keep before my eyes. As to what the University matters ore 
going to be, I feel that when the Moslem community have been 
demanding some sort of legislation, it is not a legislation which will be 
imposed by an outside body, but one which will be by the agreement of 
all sections, and we should be able to put forth our claim. The Moslems 
do not w'ant to go there for the loaves and fishes of offioe, hut w'ith a 
view to concentrate their energies to contribute intellectually to the 
work of the University. It is from that point of view’ that the Moslems 
have all along claimed it. I would not cite other instances. It is not a 
debate in which we are discussing the interests of the University. But 
I urge this to make it clear to you and through you to the outside 
public so that the Moslems may not be misunderstood. The unfortunate 
point is that the moment a Moslem claims anything for his community, 
it is brushed aside, even W’hen they try to establish it by facts and 
figures, and although it is very distasteful to them, the situation leaves 
no other alternative for them. I do not want any section to lay down a 
legislation on any ground but the legitimate natural and normal needs 
of the interests of a particular community which unfortunately is very 
backward, and so the representation of the Moslems should not be 
given to any extent beyond what is necessary in the interests of 
education — it is not merely the education of one community or another, 
but the education of all the people which embraces the Moslem com- 
munity, and because that community is backward, it is more important 
that their interests should be more taken note of than what is being 
done at present. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I should have been 
very happy to support Mr. Tamisuddin Khan in his motion, if he had 
stuck to the brief statement of reasons which is printed on the agenda 
paper. If be bad stated that the constitution of the Calcutta University 
is such that it requires an amendment of the University Act he would 
have found so many grounds on which to base that claim, an irresistible 
dam, that it would have been difficult for any one to oppose it. But 
unfortunately be has chosen a ground on which it is difficult to agree. 
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Well, Sir, in regard to the constitution of the University, there is 
one point of view which can be urged and that is that the University 
ought to consist exclusively of educationists; it is a matter for educa- 
tionists and experts in education. The University, therefore, ought 
pre-eminently to be a body representative of educationists. Well, the 
Calcutta University is not that body. It might, on the other hand, 
be stated that the Calcutta University should be a body in which place 
should be found for distinguished scholars and for distinguished gra- 
duates of the University. Well, the University does contain a great 
many distinguished graduates, but at the same time there are many 
who are not so distinguished, and a great many distinguished gra- 
duates are excluded from the University. 


3*30 p.m. 

That might have been a very good ground for seeking an amend- 
ment of the constitution, but the mover of the motion has not 
referred to that. From another point of view it may be said that the 
University ought to represent the wishes of the educated community, 
the graduates of the University, that is to say, that the University 
should he pre-eminently constituted by persons elected by the gradu- 
ates of the University. The Calcutta University is not that body. Out 
of the total number of members of the Senate, only 20 per cent, are 
elected and SO per rent, are nominated. Out of this 20 per rent, only 10 
per rent, is elected by the graduates. Therefore, the Calcutta Univer- 
sity is neither a body representative of educationists, nor a body which 
finds place for every distinguished scholar within it, nor a body which 
is representative of the graduates. This has gone on for a great length 
of time 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does the motion require any definition of the 
Calcutta University? 

Dr. NAREIH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: The motion is directed 
to draw attention to the administration of the University and the neces- 
sity of amending the Calcutta University Act. It is these defects, in 
the constitution of the University which were examined very thoroughly 
and fully by the Sadler Commission who made a number of recom- 
mendations which were arrived at after the most thorough examina- 
tion of the situation, and in consonance with the most up-to-dlte 
notions of University work. But those recommendations which have 
been given effect to in the constitution of other univeraitieB In India, 
have not yet been t*4ed for the purpose of amending the constitution 
of the balcutta University. For these reasons, I think, Mr. Tatnixnd- 
din Khan would have made an absolutely strong and irresistible die 
for amendment of the constitution of the Calcutta University. But 
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what he insists upon is one aspect of the question upon which there it 
not only great difference of opinion, but one which, som#of us think, 
would be subversive of the work of the University. Well, as 
Mr. Wordsworth has very lucidly pointed out, the work of the Univer- 
sity cannot be carried on on communal lines. It has got to be carried 
on on a very different basis, and from different ideals. But at the same 
time it is certainly most desirable that there should be a much larger 
number of capable Muhammadan educationists, and persons who take 
interest in education and take part in the affairs of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity. Without a sufficient number of such Muhammadans in the 
University, there is always the risk, however well-meaning the Univer- 
sity may be, of the activities of the University becoming occasionally 
one-sided. So much everybody will concede, but what is the remedy 
for that? The remedy consists not in a change in the constitution 
by which there should he a statutory provision for a minimum numher 
of Muhammadans, but to secure that the Muhammadans should have 
their legitimate share in the work of the University. For, for instance, 
suppose we provide in the constitution for the creation of faculties 
in the departments in the University in which Muhammadans have 
specialised and in which Muhammadans are deeply interested, and 
if we also provide that Muhammadan teachers should also come 
into the University, by that means you introduce u body without 
laying it down on a communal basis, a large body of Muham- 
madans who must be there. Besides, there are a large number of 
Muhammadan graduates, hut if you enlarge the number of representa- 
tives of the graduates of the University, it would be possible for the 
Muhammadan graduates who take interest in education, and who have 
the confidence of the Muhammadan graduates as a body, it would be 
possible for the Muhammadan graduates to come in large numbers. 
But to lay down that there must be a certain definite percentage of 
Muhammadans in the University would mean the introduction into 
that body, of persons whom Mr. Tamizuddin Khan would certainly 
not want on it. 


The mover of the motion made it clear that what he wanted was 
that persons who are competent to deal with the affairs of the Univer- 
sity, that those persons alone should come in. If such persons are 
not foundy— I think I am quoting the substance of Maulvi Tamizuddin’s 
contention — then those seats should go to non-Muhammadans. Well, 
suppose you had, say, 25, *10 or 50 per rent, of the seats reserved for 
Muhammadans, and suppose an occasion arises when you cannot provide 
25 per cent, of the seats with Muhammadans who are qualified, — take 
that contingency — if you have a statutory number, which you have to 
111 up, you must fill it up by the sort of Muhammadans whom Maulvi 
Tamisuddin does not want. That is the chief defect of a statutory pro- 
portion of representation of Muhammadans in the University. And 
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what follows P What is the result? The result of the introduction of 
Muhammadans as such in the University might be beneficial in some 
ways, but it would also be harmful in other ways. Well, if the Muham- 
madan member is there, by suffrage of his co-religionists, there will be 
occasions when he would have to justify his presence there as a Muham- 
madan, to make out a Muhammadan question, and to put forward a 
Muhammadan point of view, sometimes by force. Well, I am not 
talking academically. Unfortunately I had the experience of the 
work of a University in which this communal principle had been 
recognised. I do not want to go into that. But that has been my 
experience sometimes. But that being so, you will be introducing 
into the affairs of the University matters which are not proper. Then, 
there is the other question of dividing the loaves and fishes of the 
University on a communal basis. I do not say that at the present 
moment in the University, the loaves and fishes are divided on equitable 
grounds or purely academical grounds. On the contrary, there is a 
great deal in the University which calls for adverse comment. In 
many cases the appointments go, not necessarily by merit, but by 
adhesion to parties. Appointments to posts, appointments to Faculties 
and other appointments often occur like this, and by introducing the 
communal principle into that, you are only adding another baneful 
influence and not helping to eliminate those already there. I would 
say, make an effort to get rid of whatever abuses there may be in the 
University in this respect, but do not introduce something which will 
be equally bad or perhaps worse. But some indication of what things 
might be like this, is afforded by the reference of Khan Bahadur Asixul 
Haque to the fact that in the office of the University there is no 
Muhammadan clerk. I do not know whether that is correct. Sup- 
posing this is so, if you analyse the roll of clerks, you will possibly 
find that most of them are there, because you see that they are some- 
body’s somebody. Well, it will not improve matters if you say that 
some persons should be there because they are Muhammadans. I do 
not think that my Muhammadan friends will really agree that it should 
be understood in this way. After all, this thing has got to be remem- 
bered that the interests of communities are not bound with the loaves 
and fishes of office there. After all, the number of offices which are 
held by persons in the University, the amount of remuneration that 
goes to the staff, is perhaps the tiniest part of the benefit which the 
University gives to the community. The great benefit done by the 
University is by giving education, and if for the sake of taking a large 
share in the emoluments of the offices of the University, you introduce 
into it elements by reasons of which persons should be appointed not for 
consideration of worth, but for other considerations, you are, to that 
extent, impairing the utility and the ability of the University for ns* 
dering this service to the community. This was a proposition which 
X stated to a deputation of Muhammadans who discussed the question 
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of appointments of professors in the Faculty of Law to the Daooa 
Ushfnity. When they asked me to 


[Here the member, having reached his time-limit* resumed his 
seat.] 


Hawaii MUSHARRUF HOSAIN: I did not hear the speech of my 
friend Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, which has raised a great deal of 
controversy in the House. I know the history of legislation and the 
spirit of the Legislative Council for at least a year and a half while I 
had the misfortune of working as the Education Minister. When I 
was Minister, a Bill was introduced for amending the Calcutta Univer- 
sity Act, by a non-official gentleman, and it went to the Select Com- 
mittee, and I presided over that. I do not know whether I am infring- 
ing the rules of etiquette when I say that all that was discussed here 
was discussed already at the meetings of the Select Committee. 


3-45 p.in. 

There was an attempt for the introduction of some element of 
Muhammadan representation also in it, hut that was accepted as* 
some would say, necessary evil — hut I must say, necessary good. I 
requested on hehalf of (government that the member should he pleased 
to withdraw' it and I gave an undertaking to the then House that a 
Calcutta University Bill would soon l>e introduced hy Government 
and for that purpose, as far as I remember nowr, a very high-salaried 
special officer was* appointed to draft a Bill almost on the lines agreed 
upon by the Select Committee. That officer worked for some months, 
I believe, and must have given some concrete cases. I do not know 
what they were and I do not know* why Government have been hesitat- 
ing in such a House as this to introduce a Bill — I bag your pardon 
if I have offended the House — and change the constitution of the 
University in the light of the speeches that have been delivered hy my 
friends here. It is not a very difficult thing and it can he easily done 
by the Minister in charge of Education now because he must have a 
lot of materials already in his possession. He can consult the report 
of the inquiry that was made by us and w-hich is in the Secretariat or 
perhaps which might have been thrown into the waste paper basket 
there. Sir, at this time when democracy is going to be established 
in this country and has been accepted as the principle on which ad- 
ministration should be run, I do not know why should the Calcutta 
University remain a nominated body as it is. Personally* Sir* I 
cannot support such a policy of the Government in keeping so much 
power in their own hands. If instead of 80 per cent, nomination, 
Govenunqpt, in order to keep its dignity and prestige* wants to keep 
jest 25 per cent, nominated seats* it will do their purpose very well. 
But why at this time* when the whole country wants democracy* the old 
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nominated system should be allowed to prevail now in Calcutta Univer- 
sity. At least from this point of view, I think, Sir, that the Govern- 
ment should not remain idle and smile in their seats while people from 
this side of the House are crying hoarse for some action in this vital 
matter. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has got enough materials in his 
possession to bring forward a legislation for this purpose. Why should 
not Government take a lesson from this part of the House, why can 
they not come forward with a Bill which will satisfy all sections of 
the House and carry it through? 

Sir, as regards the communal aspect of the question, I do not wish 
to enter into that controversy at all, because it has been accepted as a 
matter of principle now that some sort of indulgence should be given 
to the community which is not really forward — at least which was not 
really forward erelong. I do not think that it is still a controversial 
matter, but it is the accepted principle of the Government. But 
whether a certain percentage of seats should be reserved specially for 
one community, that is a matter for the Select Committee to decide 
after a Bill has been introduced in the Council and referred to a Select 
Committee. I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to see that the 
Calcutta University is made a democratic institution run on an elective 
system of course with a certain percentage of seats to be nominated by 
Government, and to bring a Bill to this House to that effect. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion of my friend Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan. 

Mfttflvi A6UL KASEM: Being not a University man and having 
narrowly escaped University education, I should not rush in where 
angels fear to tread. But, Sir, I feel it my duty to say a few words 
about the remarks made by two distinguished University men like 
Mr. Wordsworth and Dr. Naresli Chandra Sen Gupta. Mr. Words- 
worth has laid down various ideals about the constitution of the Univer- 
sity, and he says that in the University, scholarship, academic attain- 
ments and services for the furtherance of knowledge should be the only 
qualification for a seat on the Senate or the Syndicate of the University. 
So far as it goes, it is certainly quite right and nobody can dispute 
that. But another distinct University man who has got the highest 
degree, I mean Dr. N. C. Sen Gupta, says that the University affairs 
are managed not on merit, not on academic attainments, but on party 
tickets or party organisations. He incidentally mentioned that Univer- 
sity appointments are mad e not on academic considerations (A voice: 
Not always) — if not always, at least sometimes — because somebody i$ 
somebody’s friend or relation. I submit, Sir, M u ss ulmans haws suffered 
in education because they had no voice in the Senate, because in the 
University there being very few Muhammadans or no Muhamme4lii** 
•t all, they could not be somebody’* somebody, and, therefore, they have 
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be«j» neglected . Sir, it is a misfortune under which we, the Munal- 
maffifj are suffering that whenever we raise our voice for a share in the 
adlhihistration either of the country or of any institution, the cry is 
at Oil 0e raised, and raised loudly and vociferously, — here is a cry for 
communal ism. But whenever there is any party or a clique, in the 
words of Dr. Sen Gupta it is a thing which is wrong, but it will be a 
worse thing if a communal element is introduced. 


I submit, Sir, I do not advocate that there should be a statutory 
provision for appointments of Muhammadans on the Senate, that is a 
matter for the University and the Government to consider, but it is a 
fact, Sir, that the Mussalmans not being on the University so long, 
Muhammadan education has suffered and their advancement retarded on 
that account. Sir, I may in this connection refer to the Dacca Univer- 
sity where the Muhammadans are not in a majority or even have a 
preponderating voice in its administration, but the Muhammadan ele- 
ment there is sufficiently strong to make its position felt. And what 
has been the results Mussulman students of the Dacca University are 
showing very good results both in quality and in quautity. What is 
the difference between a Muslim hoy of the Dacca University and of 
the Calcutta University Y Why is it that in the Calcutta University so 
long and even now they cannot prove themselves up to the mark and 
their advancement is not so good and satisfactory us it is in the Dacca 
University? In my humble opinion the only reason is that there they 
have got a voice on the University, while in Calcutta they have not. 
Now, Sir, it has been said that Khan Bahadur Asisul Haque incidentally 
said that there was not a Moslem clerk in the Calcutta University, It 
may be said that it is a petty and trivial matter which ought not to be 
brought into notice. I admit, Sir, it is an insignificant matter. But 
I believe Khan Bahadur Azisul Haque mentioned it not to say that 
we are so very anxious for an appointment of a clerk in the Senate 
House, but that shows the spirit in which the affairs of the University 
are being managed, in which Moslem interests are not properly appre- 
ciated hut actually neglected. 

As regards the other matter to which Dr. Sen Gupta has referred, 
I think the Government, in view of the statement made by Dr. Sen 
Gupta, should not lose a single moment in introducing legislation 
so that the system of entertaining somebody’s somebody should be 
altogether abolished and done away with as early as possible. 

Sir, my friend Nawab Musharruf Hosain has suggested that the 
University should be a democratic institution. Of course, being 
in tike secrecy of the Government, having held the portfolio of Educa- 
tion in his hands for some time, he can speak with great authority 
oh this subject. But whether the University is democratic or auto* 
crutie, the University should be a body of selected men of eminence 
Old academic distinctions, who should take notice and proper care 
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to develop, advance and encourage education of all sections of the 
community in the province without favour and without bias, and I 
think, Sir, I should say a word of caution that the University has 
so far taken a prejudiced view in regard to the Mussalmans of the 
province. 

4 p.m. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKER4EE: In rising to speak on this 
motion, I feel I suffer from certain disabilities, because I happen to 
be intimately connected with the University, whose administration 
has been the subject matter of discussion during the last two days. 
At the outset, I should like to refer to the question of financial settle- 
ment. That is a matter which vitally affects the future existence of 
the University and the thanks of the University are due first and 
foremost to the Right Hon’ble Sir Stanley Jackson who was its 
Chancellor and who presided over the various conferences which were 
held between the University and the Government representatives. 
Our thanks are also due to the Ilou’ble Minister and those members 
of the Education Department who have tackled this question with 
due regard to academic requirements. It will be idle for me to say 
that we are satisfied with the proposed grant — we expected certainly 
more — but still we hope that with the grant which the Government 
propose to make, subject to the vote of this House, it would be possible 
for the University to introduce some essential reforms which, in the 
opinion both of t he Government and the University, are long overdue. 

Coming to the discussion about the administration of the Univer- 
sity, it becomes extremely difficult for any one to meet vague accusa- 
tions and allegations. Members of the House will recall that last 
year we had a similar debate and it was my privilege then to place 
certain facts and figures before the House which, I maintained, went 
clearly to show that the University was not communal in its outlook. 
But apparently there are certain members who are not prepared to 
look into facts but will go on placing their opinions, before the 
House, no matter whether they are based on truth or otherwise. 

Coming to concrete accusations, there was one instance which was 
quoted by Mr. Tamisuddin Khan before the Easter vacation; I may 
say here that I have not much to say against the general tone of hie 
speech. He referred to the case of a brilliant Moslem graduate who 
had returned from London about two years ago with the Degree of 
Doctor of Science of London University. I think I am not wrong 
when I say tkaMb&t young gentleman happens to be the first Muham- 
madan who has* been admitted to the Degree of Doctor of Science 
of the University of ’ London. He had a uniformly brilliant career 
and I may say to my friend Maulvi Abul Kasem, who, I find, has already 
disappeared from the House, that he did not suffer during his career 
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as lhl-wM a Muhammadan. In his B.Sc. Examination h« had takan 
a first dam in a subject which does not concern Islamic culture; 
similarly he had also taken a first clam in the M.Sc. Examination. 
It has been suggested that that gentleman was not returned as an added 
member of the Faculty of Science a few weeks ago perhaps because 
he was a Muhammadan. Now I would like to say a few words with 
regard to this gentleman. As soon as he returned to Calcutta, we in 
the University were all anxious that we should give him some special 
recognition, because we felt that such recognition would not only mean 
recognition of individual merit but would also mean encouragement 
shown to the community to which he belonged. I may say here that 
within a few months of his arrival — he was not somebody’s somebody 
I may assure Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta — we appointed him an 
examiner in the B.Sc. Honours Chemistry, theoretical and practical. 
We also appointed him within a few weeks an examiner in Organic 
and Inorganic Chemistry in the medical examinations. We also 
appointed him a tabulator — and that is a post which carries some re- 
muneration — for the different University examinations — law, medical 
and also general examinations. The Director of Public Instruction who 
is an ex-oficto member of the Syndicate is present here and he will 
bear me out when I say that there was a general desire on the part of 
the Syndicate to see that this young Moslem graduate was properly 
recognised by the University authorities. It is unfortunate that he 
was not returned as an added member of the Faculty of Science. I 
looked into the record this morning and I foxind that he missed his 
election just by one vote and along with him there were certain other 
Hindu gentlemen who also missed their election. I also found that 
there was another Hindu gentleman who is also a first class first of this 
University and a D.Sc. of the London University, who was not 
returned. I also found that a Hindu Professor of Chemistry in the 
Presidency College was also not returned to this Faculty. I found 
also that there were several other professors belonging to the other 
departments of the University, who were not returned. When mem- 
bers belonging to the Hindu community or to the European community 
are not returned, it would be fair or just to say that they were not 
returned as a result of election and not because they are Hindus or 
Europeans. But when it comes to the case of a Muhammadan who 
is not returned, our Moslem friends would turn round and say that 
he had not been returned because he happened to be a Muhammadan! 

I made an inquiry from one or two members and the reply I got was 
perfectly convincing; there was a report that this gentleman was going 
to be appointed a Fellow of the University and members of this House 
perhaps know that when a gentleman is appointed a Fellow, he is 
usually attached to his relevant Faculty. In fact, orders of Govern- 
nsent appointing him a Fellow were received two days after the elec- 
tion was over and he has now been attached to the Faculty of 8dence. 
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So, there was really no substance in the one concrete instance cited by 
Mr. Tamisuddin Shan. In fact, from this year’s election result* we 
find that in the Faculty of Arts one Muhammadan member, 4 professor 
of the Islamia College, has been elected by the entire Faculty defeat- 
ing a certain eminent Hindu member, who happens to be the senior 
professor of Sanskrit and Bengalee in the Presidency College. The 
Hindu candidate has not made it a grievance that he has been defeated 
because he is a Hindu. Similarly, in the Faculty of Law, we have 
elected one added member, who is a Muhammadan. I believe 
Mr. Tamisuddin Khan did not know of these two instances; I would 
be the last person to suggest, — knowing him as I do — that he did not 
mention these two instances on the last day although he knew that the 
University had returned these Muhammadan gentlemen to the different 
Faculties. 

Khan Bahadur Axizul Haque also referred to one concrete instance, 
but he was not clear to which particular instance he was referring. 
If he was referring to the question of election of added members. I 
think I hare placed sufficient facts to show that there was no question of 
bias on the part of the University authorities so far as these appoint- 
ments were concerned. 

The next point is about appointments to the Senate. As I said 
last year, the nominations to the Senate are not in our hands and it 
is of no use attacking the University on the ground that there should 
be more Muhammadan members on the Senate. The University con- 
sists of 100 ordinary members of whom as many as 80 are nominated 
by the Governor of Bengal. My friend Mr. Tamisuddin Khan said 
yesterday that the Calcutta University was an example of a self- 
governing institution. I do not know if his ideal of self-governing 
institutions contemplates a constitution where as many as 80 per cent. 
of its members are appointed by the Head of the Administration ! Only 
10 members — and not 20 as Dr. Xaresh Chandra Sen Gupta stated — 
are elected by the registered graduates and 10 are elected by these 90 
persons from the different Faculties. So no charge can be reasonably 
laid against tfef University for not appointing Muhammadans as 
Fellows. If you look to the figures, you will find that there are about 
20 Muhammadan members in the Senate, and 20 per cent . is not quite 
bad. The number of European members of the Senate is about 30 
and there are about 50 who come from the Hindu community. Of 
course I include among these 50, two members who belong to the Indian 
Christian community — if my friend Reverend B. A. Nag has no objec- 
tion to my so doing. Thai is how the seats are distributed at present 
in the Senate* So far as I am concerned, I may say that we have 
absolutely no objection to having a few more Muhammadans on the 
Senate of the University. There should not be any such idea that 
the University is opposed to the return of Muhammadan members. 
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f the other day you have perhaps noticed in the gasette the appoint- 
meat of two Muhammadan members as Fellows in place of two disttn- 
guiUted Hindu members both of whom are educationists, one a Univer- 
sity professor and the other a professor in the Presidency College. 


But the only condition which 1 would like to impose is, as 
Mr. Wordsworth has made it quite dear in his able and sympathetic 
speech, that the Muhammadan members who come to the University 
should not have the mentality of my friend Maulvi Abul Kasem; they 
should come not as champions of Moslem interests, hut to serve the 
educational interests of Bengal. That is the only condition which I 
would impose. 


So far as Moslem contribution to the Calcutta University is con- 
cerned, I do not want to rub this point in. You may remember that 
last year I drew your attention to the fact that whereas during the* 
last 25 years the Hindu public have contributed about Rs. 50,00,000 
to the University, the total amount of contribution by the Muham- 
madans amounts only to Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 11,00(1 My friend Mr. Tami- 
zuddin Khan said yesterday that this point was made by me to suggest 
that because the Muhammadan contribution was so small, Muhamma- 
dan representation also should be equally small. 1 did not mean to. 
suggest that, but I said that it was a matter of regret that the Muham- 
madan inhabitants of this province have not come forward to give 
expression to their practical interest in the development of the educa- 
tion of the province in the way that the Hindu members of the public 
have done. Leaving aside those great tanefactions which were made 
by our distinguished countrymen like Sir Tarak Nath Palit and Sir Rash- 
behari Ghosh, if you take the ordinary contributions which the University 
every year gets from unknown people spread throughout the province, 
for the purpose either of commemorating the memory of some one whom 
they love and who are dead or for some such other purposes, you will 
find that there is almost a continuous flow of about Rs. 18,000 to 
Rs. 20,000 each year to the coffers of the University. 


4-45 p m. 

True, they are made for specific purposes, but this discloses an urge 
on the part of the Hindu public to come forward and pay something 
to the University, — the University which they regard as their own 
alma mater. 1 was just collecting the figures for the last two or three 
years and I find that during this period the contribution of the Muham- 
madan public is nil. I speak of small contributions which come from 
modest persons who do not want to see their names published in the 
Honours’ List. Muhammadan members would do very well if they 
could organise an opinion amongst the Muhammadans of this province 
so that greater opportunities might be created for them for impart- 
ing education to the members of their community and full advantage- 
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might be t&kea of such opportunities by the rising generation of Mos- 
lems. If a proposal is brought forward before this House that more 
scholarships should be created for the purpose of giving greater facili- 
ties to Muhammadan students to pursue various branches of learning, 
not merely Arts and Letters, but science, engineering and technology- 

(Here the member reached his time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

[At 4-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassem- 
bled at 4-30 p.m.] 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the chief criticism 
that has been levelled against the Education Department by the various 
speakers has been that Government have not introduced a Bill to amend 
the Calcutta University Act. Different speakers have given different 
reasons for this criticism. It is true that Government undertook to 
introduce an amending Bill. I have got a faint recollection that I told 
the Houbc once before that Government could not introduce the Bill for 
lack of funds. We have seen the result of the introduction of a certain 
Bill — a controversial Bill — which was passed but which could not be 
given effect to owing to lack of funds. When amending the Calcutta 
University Act, it will be necessary to bring in a Bill for the control of 
secondary education in Bengal. The two things have got to be taken 
together. They cannot be dealt with separately and for both these 
measures it is necessary that Government should he in a position to find 
adequate funds for giving effect to the reforms which will be introduced 
under them. For this reason, Sir, Government decided that the present 
is not an opportune time to introduce a Bill of this kind. There is 
another reason for the decision of Government. The Organisation 
Committee’s report which has been approved by the Senate with slight 
modifications has proposed reforms which are going to be introduced 
shortly and the change of some of the regulations will remove most of 
the criticisms levelled against the Univeisity and the necessity for an 
amending Act is not so great now as it was before. If members had 
taken the trouble to read the report, they would not have had to take 
the trouble of ventilating their grievances against the University in the 
Council. 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta complained about the appointments, 
and the Nawab Sahib also spoke something about the same subject; the 
latter has stated that he spoke from personal knowledge, so I refrain 
from contradicting him ; but I will point out that under the Organisation 
Committee's report, the reforms that will be introduced will enable the 
University to appoint properly qualified men, because these appointments, 
especially the higher appointments, will be made on the recommenda- 
tion of the Selection Committee — something on the lines of the Selection 
Committee of the Dacca University. The University and Government 9 
will nominate their representatives on the Select Committee besides an 
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expect from another University and the head of the department. I am 
surf the members of this House will agree that the men nominated by 
an expert committee of this character will be suitable and fit candidates 
for balding appointments in the University. Similarly, for minor 
appointments in the University, there is going to be a Selection Com- 
mittee, and I am sure that much of the criticisms that have been levelled 
against the University on this score will disappear. At least I would 
request the members of this House to give the University a chance to 
show that suitable and fit persons will be appointed against whom 
nobody will have any ground for complaint. This would also apply 
as far as Muhammadans are concerned. They can rest assured that when 
responsible men like the heads of dejmrtmentH of the Calcutta 
University, who are men of very high educational qualifications and 
some of whom are brilliant men having international reputation, are on 
the committee, and when suitable Muhammadan candidates appear before 
them, they will get justice in the matter of appointments in the 
University. At least it is only fair that you should give the University 
a chance to prove that they will do justice to the Muhammadan 
candidates, 

Nawab Sahib referred to the necessity of turning the University into 
a democratic institution. 1 am afraid this is the last thing that should 
be done. The cause of some of the troubles in the University has been 
that the constitution was too democratic. The heads of the department, 
the professors and readers had not enough voice in the administrative 
bodies of the Post-graduate Department. This was, in the opinion of 
the Organisation Committee, a serious defect. They have proposed that 
more power should be given to the heads of dejwrtments and senior men 
of the University like professors and readers, so that they can have 
more effective control over the junior men. 

As regards the question of reducing the number of nominated 
members in the Senate, that is entirely a different question and I do not 
think any useful purpose will be served by considering it at this stage. 
When the Calcutta University Act is amended, that will he a fit 
occasion to consider a question like this. Sir, in view of what I have 
said, I hope the hon'ble member will withdraw his motion, 
I may again draw' his attention to the fact that Government 
are considering the question of bringing in an amending Bill in the near 
future. As a matter of fact, Dr. Jenkins was appointed as a special 
officer for the purpose of drafting a Bill. A Bill was drafted and it 
was sent to the Calcutta University for obtaining their opinion on it. 
There was some delay in getting a reply from the University and in 
the meantime Government came to the conclusion that when there was 
complete Responsible Government in Bengal, that would be the most 
suitable time to bring in a Bill like this, because it was likely to be a 
very controversial measure and it was likely to carry much more weight 
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to receive the approval of the public much more if it went through the 
reformed Council than if it was pawed by the present Council. There- 
fore, Sir, an far as the new Bill is concerned, it will come. As regard* 
the immediate grievances, the reforms which the University are going to 
adopt will remove most of the complaints of the Moslem community. 
Therefore, in view of what I have said, I would request the member to 
withdraw the motion. 

The following motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

* ‘That the demand of Rs. 4,88,256 under the head *81 A — Education 
(Transferred) — University — Grant to the Calcutta University’ be 
reduced by Hs. 100 (to draw attention to the administration of the 
University and fhe necessity of amending the Calcutta University Act).” 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of lls. 5,04,884 under the head “81 — Education (Transferred) — 
Grants to Universities — Calcutta University” be reduced by Rh. 1,001 
(to urge the desirability of the opening of a class for the training of 
Librarians and throwing open the University library for public use as 
bus been done by another Indian University). 

Mr. President, I should like to divide m\ motion into two parts, — 
to urge the desirability of opening a class in the University library for 
the training of Librarians and to suggest the advisability of throwing 
open the University library to the public as has been done by the 
University of Madras. 

Sir, it was a matter of great regret that Bengal does not possess a 
single trained Librarian. There was scarcely any library in the West 
which was not in charge of trained librarians, and any country where 
training was not given in lihrarianship. Some Universities conferred 
degrees on qualified librarians. The want of trained librarians was 
being keenly felt throughout this province, but unfortunately there w T as 
no provision anywhere for the proper training in lihrarianship. 

Sir, in my capacity as President of the All-Bengal Library Associa- 
tion, 1 have received a good many applications from teachers, graduates 
and librarians for making proper arrangements for their training in 
library science. The librarian of a Moslem college in Calcutta, who 
was formerly a professor, inquired whether I could arrange his training 
in Madras or elsewhere at Government expense, if it could not be 
arranged in Calcutta. He confessed that for want of practical training 
he found his task most irksome. Though he had studied Melvil Dewey's 
decimal system of classification, he found it extremely difficult in its 
practical application. Such was also the ease with the Presidency 
College library where conflicts between Dewey and other systems ware 
in evidence. The University library fared no better. 
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ilr, in reply to lay unstarred question No. 96, dated the 21st March, 
1981, a statement was laid on the table about the qualifications of the 
present librarians in the Education Department. A list of IT librarians 
serving in different Govern ment colleges was given. I was rather 
disappointed to find that none of them had adequate and up-to-date 
training in Library Science. 

Sir, the University of the Punjab is rendering a really valuable 
service by the establishment of u library training class which have turned 
out over a hundred trained librarians within a decade and a half. In 
192 o, the Punjab University engaged the services of Mr. Asa Don 
Dickinson, Librarian of the University of Pennsylvania, United States 
of America, to reorganise the University library on modern scientific 
lines. He started a library training class and invited librarians from 
all parts of the Punjab to join for training in library work. His call 
was very well responded to. A large number of librarians from various 
colleges and public libraries and even some book-sellers joined the c lass. 
He gave them a course of practical work in librariunship and with their 
help reclassified the books in the University library on the Dewey 
Decimal Classification system and prepared an up-to-date dictionary 
card catalogue. Although Mr. Dickinson did not stay in the Punjab 
for more than a year, t lie memorable work inaugurated bv him is still 
being carried on by his able successor Mr. Labhuram. 

Sir, the Madras University sent abroad one of its Professors, Mr. R. S. 
Ranganatham, for training in Library Science. He had his training 
in the [jondon Univeisity and after his return, he has been doing 
yeoman’s service for the* furtherance of libraries in his Presidency . 
A class for the training of librarians has been opened by the University 
under his supervision. The doors of the University library has been 
thrown open to the public and Mr. Hunganutham has converted the 
University library into a live workshop, with his sixty busy assistants. 

Sir, a few geueratious ago, the librarian was a mere keeper of books’ 
but to-day his position is that of a business manager. Sir, we must 
realise that books in themselves are not knowledge but only its reservoirs 
and the channels by which it flows fiom mind to mind and from genera- 
tion to generation or we shall be in danger of subscribing to the false 
and misleading doctrine contained in Carlyle’s well-known saying The 
true University of these days is a collection of books.’ A collection of 
books is no more a true university than a building full of books is a true 
library, for the books themselves as books are mere dead bones until 
they are stirred into life by the trained librarian. They must be 
selected, classified, catalogued, intelligently displayed, and brought to 
the notice of the reader or student. They then become a living entity, 
a true library, with wonderful potentialities for service in the social and 
educational life of the nation. 
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SiT, we might consider libraries from several angles— their function., 
the service they should render to the community, the means to be 
employed to that end, the modern and constantly developing machinery 
by which they ore operated and the ever-widening field of their activities. 
Much depends upon our idea of the true function of a library, and the 
place of the library in education, not only in building up the mental life 
of the young, but in offering opportunities for culture and knowledge to 
the adult. 

Sir, the days of ‘Books are for Preservation’ or ‘Books for the Chosen 
Few’ have long passed away and the day of ‘Books for All’ has dawned. 
It was now too late in the day to confine the treasures of knowledge within 
closed doors. To keep pace with present conditions, trained librarians 
were essential to extend the usefulness of the library. 

Sir, the present day library is a business institution, with business 
organisation, business problems and business outlook, and should be 
carried on by business methods. As the success of any organisation 
depends upon its service to the public, just so does the success of the 
library rest upon its service to the public, and the service implies 
possession of materials, knowledge of how they work, skill in using them, 
and command of resources. It implies also that the thing to be given 
must first be possessed by the giver, the ‘power behind the throne,’ the 
‘soul of the library,’ I mean the librarian. 

Sir, the librarian serves as a friend, philosopher and guide to the 
reader in the wilderness of hooks where all the thoughts of the ancient 
philosophers arc set down in print for all generations. Aristotle, Plato 
and the rest are gone; yet they remain for ever. The great struggles of 
humanity to rise, the unconquerable determination of the race to achieve 
freedom and happiness, these are on the records. Readers of books can 
live again the emotions that have swayed peoples and determined the 
boundaries of nations. The high thoughts of Emerson, the gentle 
humours of Dr. Holmes, these remain with us, friendly companions that 
will come at a gesture. The swinging narratives of Homer go swinging 
through the ages. To fill the needs in the lives of humanity is a serious 
task devolved on the librarian. He is required not only to be a business 
man but also a person of refinement and culture, who should know the 
best that has been said and thought in the world. In the West most 
of the famous librarians are not merely business managers but are also 
men of vast learning. 

Sir, in the training of librarians, Northern India is being served 
by the Punjab University, South India by the Madras University and 
Western India by the enlightened State of Baroda. Sir, was it meet 
and proper that Bengal should lag behind the other provinces? Sir, 
a great statesman like Mr. Gokhale once said that what Bengal thinks 
to-day, the rest of India will think to-morrow. This high compliment 
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walpaid only about four decades ago, but within ibis intervening period 
Bengal has receded backwards in almost all matters of national 
importance. It was high time for Bengal to m&ko a forward movement 
to retrieve its lost glory. Nevertheless we are proud of the achievements 
of our University in the sphere of higher education, in Science, Art and 
literature. It was up to them to fill up an important gap in the 
diffusion of knowledge by the opening of a class for tbe training of 
librarians in modern library science. I can guarantee that there will 
be no dearth of learners if the University thinks fit to open a class. If 
a class is opened, a career will be opened at least for a limited number of 
young aspirants for librarianship. The demand for training in 
librarianship was so great that we had to ask our esteemed friend Mr. 
Asadulla, Librarian of the Imperial Library, if he could do something 
for them. I am glad that he has kindly undertaken on his own 
responsibility the training of one of them. 

Sir, another matter to which I want to draw attention of the 
authorities concerned was to consider whether in the interest of higher 
education among the wider public, it was advisable to afford them the 
necessary facilities by allowing ihein to use the University library 
without confining it amongst the professors and students of the Univer- 
sity. The rules of admission in vogue in the Imperial Library may 
very well be adopted by the University. The motto of the Calcutta 
University is the advancement of learning and it would not, I think, 
interefere with its high and noble ideal, it the public is admitted within 
its portals for extending the bounds of their knowledge. Madras has 
done it and it* University library has become a favourite resort for the 
public. There was no dearth of libraries in Madras — the Connemara 
and the Adyar library were first class libraries — but the Madras 
University has thought fit to further the cause of adult education as well. 
Education in colleges were limited to a fixed period, but adult education 
had no such limit. Colleges have no magic. They cannot transmute 
base metal into gold. They organise and co-ordinate the world's 
offerings in learning and in wisdom. Those offerings were everywhere. 
To one unable to go to college they are yet at hand and available in the 
library. Education has no beginning or end. Libraries are continuation 
classes where one may continue to learn until the time for physical 
dissolution. 

Sir, I should, therefore, like to ask the Calcutta University to broaden 
its outlook, to extend its vision beyond its narrow limit, and invite 
readers outside its pale to take full advantage of its offerings and thereby 
help the fulfilment of its high ideal of advancement of learning and 
earn the everlasting gratitude of the reading public. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 

House. 
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Hr JADUNATH IARKAR: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to oppose 
the motion of the erudite Rai Mahasai in both its parte. First of ell he 
mnte the Calcutta University to open a class for training librarians. 
Hae he calculated the cost? If a teacher of this subject ie to do any real 
work, he must be a man trained in library management and practice 
preferably in America or the Continent, and such a teacher must draw 
a very high salary. A less qualified teacher would be worse than useless. 
Then, we are not assured of having a regular supply of students without 
which a particular department cannot be kept alive year after year, 
and I am sure nobody who has a reasonable estimate of the present 
position of the Calcutta University before his mind's eye will demand 
that the Calcutta University should now go to the expense of opening 
a new department on the problematic chance of having students year 
after year. 

As for the second part of the motion, viz., that the library of the 
University should be thrown open to the public, it is still more open to 
objection. I have some experience of the subject. I have visited and 
examined the libraries of most of the universities in India, and for two 
years I acted as professor in charge of the library of one of the unitary 
universities of our country. A University library exists first and 
foremost for the benefit of the local students and teachers, and this 
principle, I am sure, will not be denied by the learned Rai Mahasai. 
The library in Bansberia should primarily cater to the needs of the public 
of Bausberia and not those of the Banstala burning //hat. colony. Now, 
the Calcutta University library must first and foremost supply the needs 
of the teachers and students in Calcutta. So much is this principle 
recognised that if the learned mover of this motion were to consult the 
regulations of the Calcutta University, lie would find there a rule that 
the Calcutta University library could be used by the resident Fellows 
only and not by all of its hundred Fellows; non-resident Fellows, even 
though they are Fellows, are not entitled to take out books from the 
library, nor are the non-resident registered graduates entitled to take 
out books. Now what does that rule prove? I think it proves that the 
library exists primarily for the benefit of the teachers engaged in teach- 
ing in Calcutta and their students. If the learned Rai Mahasai pays a 
visit any day to the Durbhanga Library Building, he will find that all 
the tables in the long reading room on the first flwr are full of students, 
one group coming after another, and there is constantly such a crowd 
there that even the resident Fellows find difficulty in getting seats there. 
If this principle be departed from, and the outside public is allowed 
admission to the library, where are books enough to go round among 
them? Therefore, if books are to be issued to these people, it must be 
done at the cost of the students for whose benefit tbe library was primarily 
established. Then again, in a great capital like Calcutta, there ought 
to be general public libraries other than educational libraries like that 
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of ffe Calcutta University. I may mention that the Calcutta University 
library is one of the finest in India and possesses some very rare and 
priceless books. The general public, for whose benefit the learned 
mover was so eloquent, ought to fro to the Imperial Library, and the 
beet, solution of the problem which has been emphasised bv the Rai 
Mahasai would be for this Council to grant several thousands of rupees 
to the Government of India, buy the Imperial Library, and provincialise 
it, and afterwards annually support it, so that the Imperial Library may 
purchase more books and the public may go and read there. As for the 
students and teachers of the Calcutta University, the University library 
is just enough for their needs. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI. May I inquire if Sir Jedunath 
has visited the Madras University Library? 

Sir JADUNATH SARKAR: Yes 

Mr. H. R. WILKINSON: After what Sir Jadunath Sarkar has 
said, there is very little for me to add. I do not know whether the Rai 
Mahasai is satisfied so far as his proposals regarding the University are 
concerned 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 am not satisfied 

Mr. H. R. WILKINSON: I gather that he also wants Government 
to spend money on opening classes for the training of librarians. So far 
as I am aware, there is very little demand from the public for such 
classes; but the Imperial Library already does train librarians; and a 
certain amount of training is given in the training colleges for secondary 
school teachers. This, 1 am afraid, does not satisfy the requirements 
of the Rai Mahasai ; but it is not a matter in which he can expect 
Government to anticipate the demand. One cannot help admiring the Rai 
Mahasai's enthusiasm for his subject and the persistence with which 
the Rai Mahasai tries to instil it into others, and in theory many of 
us would agree with him ; but as a matter of practical politics, I am 
afraid ft is out of the questions. It is possible that when financed 
improve, he may have succeeded in creating the demand which will 
insist on being satisfied. In these circumstances, l hope the Rai Mahasai 
will not press his motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deh Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mfttttvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAM: “That the demand of 
Re. 5,04,384 under the head *31 A — Education (Transferred) — Grant to 
University — Calcutta University* be reduced bv Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention fb the inadequate representation of Muslims in the bodies of the 
Calcutta University and in the ministerial staff).” 
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fUi KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdl Bahadur: I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 32,016 under the head “3 1 A — Education (Transferred) 

University — Dacca University” be reduced by Re. 1 (to dmw the 

attention of Government to the urgent need for the creation of a Faculty 
of Medic ine in the University of Dacca). 

Sir, I feel that in moving this motion at the fag end of the session, 
I shall be embarrassing the Hon’ble Minister, for he badly needs some 
respite after the rather heavy strain that has been put on him during the 
last two months that the Council has been in session. We do not expect 
a very sympathetic statement from him, which he is not accustomed to 
make particularly in regard to matters relating to Dacca and its 
unfortunate inhabitants. Much of t lie time of the Hon’ble Minister and 
this Council will be saved if he accepts my proposition straightaway, 
and agrees to comply with the wishes of the members on this side of 
the House. Sir, it is a matter which requires no argument to convince 
those in authority in consideration of the justice of our demand. 

Sir, the question which I am privileged to put before the House is one 
which has formed the subject matter of discussion in the meetings of 
the Dacca University Court on more than one occasion. On the 29th 
September, 1923, a resolution was moved and adopted at a meeting of 
the Court, recommending the creation of a Faculty of Medicine, and the 
institution of a course for the Bachelor’s degree in that Faculty. A 
similar resolution was udopted by the Court on the 16th September, 
1927, and on the 21st November, 1930, the Court appointed a committee 
of 9 members to explore the possibilities and suggest ways and means 
for giving effect to the pioposal. The question has been before Govern- 
ment for nearly a decade, and in the Education Department's letter 
No. 1447Edn., dated the 12th May, 1925, the opinion of Government was 
communicated to the Registrar of the University that the time had not 
yet come to consider the establishment of a medical college at Dacca, 
as a department of the University. The same opinion was reiterated in 
that department letter No. 246T.Edn., dated the 24th April, 1928. It 
might be that the situation had not changed theu, but I may say 
without any fear of contradiction that the position has certainly changed 
during the past quinquennium, and I think the present situation demands 
that the question should be given a more sympathetic consideration than 
has been the case hitherto. 

Sir, there are at present two medical colleges in Bengal, the Calcutta 
Medical College and the Belgatchia Medical College, and both are situated 
in this great city ; but there is none in Eastern or Northern Bengal 
for giving higher medical training to the boys of those centres. Sir, 
if a Faculty of Medicine is created and a course instituted for the 
Bachelor’s Degree jn that Faculty in connection with the University 
of Dacca, it will be of great advantage to, and provide ample facilities 
for, the people of Eastern and Northern Bengal to have their eons trained 
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Sir, there are at present nine medical schools in Bengal, the Campbell 
Medical School, the Calcutta Medical School, the Dacca Medical School, 
the Lytton Medical School, Mymensingh, the Ronaldahay Medical 
School, Burdwan, the Jalpaiguri Medical School, the Chittagong 
Medical School, the National Medical Institute, Calcutta, and the 
Medical School at Bankuia. Besides these, there is one non-Govcrnment 
medical school in Calcutta. It will perhaps be recognised by all that a 
medical college, it established in Dacia in connection with the University, 
will help the poorer Muhammadan students more than anybody else, and 
I hope the Hon’ble Minister will look into the question and give a 
sympathetic reply to my motion. Sir, in these days of unemployment, 
it has become very difficult for our \oung men to secure employment 
anywhere. These medical schools in Calcutta are turning out hundreds 
of young men every year, but the number of students who come from 
Dacca and pass out of the Medical Colleges in Calcutta is very small, 
and they get very few facilities for being trained in medicine here 
mainly on account ot‘ poverty and the inconvenience of having to come 
to Calcutta where living is very cosfh . 

Sir, Government are not unaware of the public benefactions to the 
Dacca Medical School. You, Sir, are one of those in whose name a 
ward has been established. While the Government are paying the 
recurring cost, the donations received from the charitably-disposed 
people of Dacca are not inconsiderable In pressing my motion to the 
attention of Government, I do not mean to say that a medical college 
should be established at Dacca immediately, for, I am not so blind as 
to shut my eves to the realities of the present situation. What 1 want 
is a mere indication of the desire of Government to take a sympathetic 
view of the question and consider the matter w hen the economic condition 
of Government improves. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Itai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS; Mr. President, Sir, 
I rise in support of the motion which has been moved by my friend Rai 
Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji. I think it is my duty as a repre- 
sentative of the people of the Dacca constituency to lend my unstinted 
support to such a motion which is undoubtedly so important to us. In 
these days of financial stringency if the Government are unable to accept 
the demand made, and if the same object ran be achieved with less 
expense, why should we not adopt it? I am afraid I cannot add to my 
friend's argument; in case the Government are unable to find their way 
in creating a Faculty of Medicine in Dacca University at once, I would 
like to suggest, as an alternative, the creation of an examination centre 



UK* AIM US KUit ItHAIViB. 


l«WII A4KtH, . 


At Dacca, for the examination of the Government Medical School students 
of Dacca, Mymensingh and Chittagong, from the next year. I com- 
municated to the Government Medical School authorities of those places 
in the matter, and I am glad to say, that they agreed to the proposed 
change, rather I should say that they requested me to move this matter 
in the House, as Dacca to them is not only suitable in view of the 
distance, but also less expensive than Calcutta. Sir, for State Medical 
Faculty, there is a four years’ course and the students get the diploma 
of L.M.F. of Bengal after successfully coining out of this four years* 
course. During these four years, they are to come to Calcutta thrice if 
not more and they have got to reside in Calcutta for about two months 
each time for their examination purposes. Sir, you can imagine what 
difficulties, these poor mu fat sal students have to face to stay such a long 
period at a stretch in Calcutta on such occasions. Not only is it incon- 
venient for them to come and go hack, hut it is also very expensive 


Thi Hon’blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I happen to come also 
from Dacca and I know the subject on which he is speaking. I do not 
think he should move this motion now; it is a matter for the Medical 
Department. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: 1 submit that the 
llon’ble Minister is not in touch with the Medical Department, but I 
want to lay before you the difficulties of the students of Dacca, who come 
to Calcutta. If the llon’ble Minister does not hud his way to say 
anything, with regard to my suggestion, I am undone. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: In rising to say a few words 
about this motion, I would at once tell you that I am not opposed to it. 
At the same time I feel it my duty to point out that while making this 
enormous demand for the establishment of a second medical college at 
Dacca within the province of Bengal, my friend has not got an adequate 
idea of what an establishment of a medical college means. A college 
like the Calcutta Medical College cannot be contemplated at the present 
moment, when tho Government of Bengal hardly have even one-tenth of 
the funds necessary for the establishment of another medical college 
in the province. My friend, I presume, wants a medical college at. the 
coat of Government. Might I point out that Calcutta had it# second 
medical college not with Government money. Who supplied the funds? 
For do year# the Indian medical practitioners of this city organised 
themselves, and raised a large amount of money and established a 
nucleus of a medical college and then subsequently Government came 
forward with its aid, and the Carmichael Medical College was 
established at Belgatchia. If my friend will look into the history of 
that college, be will find that in the beginning it was a very modest 
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tcliofi, and doing very useful work. The medical men of Calcutta moat 
uneeliihly did their bit in thia connection. I do not know much about 
Dacca; but is my friend in a position to tell thia Council that there i* 
in Dacca, especially among the medical men there, much enthusiasm 
about the establishment of a medical college Y If that be so, so far as 
I am concerned. I shall he very pleased to lend my support to his 
motion. 

5-15 p.m. 

Then, Sir, if you look to the requirements of the country, it will be seen 
that against a large proportion of our people, there is very low proportion 
of qualified medical men to look after their medical needs. Therefore, 
it is admitted by all that, a larger number of medical men is required for 
Bengal. But may I ask the mover of this motion to cousider what class 
of medical men is wanted, whether we want men like Sir Nilratan Sircar 
or medical men passed out of schools? Surely we require medical men 
who will gladly go into the mufasml and into villages and establish 
themselves there. The lequirements of the country will be met if we 
have a large number of qualified medical men practising in remote places 
where Its. 1(H) to Ks. 200 per month as income will keep them satisfied. 
Sir, our needs can he suitably met by medical men who would agree to 
go out into the villages and will have no big ambition like that of men 
coming out from the medical colleges and universities. If the country 
requires at the present moment extension of medic al facilities, certainly 
that facility ought to be in the shape of medical schools and not colleges. 
My friend has already told us that there are nine medical schools in 
Bengal. So I would ask m\ friends to have patience. Government 
have realised the necessity of extending medical schools all over the 
province and they are pushing that policy. In Calcutta there are already 
two and in most of the important districts medical schools have been 
established within the last few years. I believe, Sir, the time has not 
yet come when we should see a medical college at Dacca, but certainly 
the necessity 1ms come for more schools which will produce medical men 
who will have less ambition and who will go into the villages and set 
up practice there and will be satisfied with a humble pittance. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I have full sympathy 
with the motion of my friend, Itai Keshab Chandra Bancrji Bahadur, 
but I think this is not the time for starting a medical faculty at Dacca 
whan the Government is faced with a deficit, and when the Dacca 
University itself has to try for all their worth to make both ends meet. 
Under these circumstances, 1 think this matter must wait. But at the 
same time I wish to point out one thing in answer to what has been 
•aid by Rai Bahadur Dr. Dutt. It is perfectly true that for the 
establishment of a medical college we want a lot of money, and the 
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Rai Bahadur cited the example of the Belgatchia College and asked us 
to provide funds to gradually raise a medical school to the standard of a 
medical college. Sir, Rai Keshab Chandra Banerji Bahadur, the mover, 
and Rai Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur who supported him, who are 
both rich men, will bear this in mind, lay it on their hearts and in the 
light of this observation they will consider the fact that since the 
establishment of the Dacca University, that unfortunate ill-starred 
University has not had much in the way of public donations to assist 
its funds. This is a disgrace which, it is up to the people of East 
Bengal to remove, and I hope that the people of East Bengal will take 
that amount of interest in the Dacca University that they ought to 
take. Money ought to he forthcoming for a medical college or any 
other thing in that University which has been kept in a stunted 
condition on account of want of funds. In this connection, however, 
I want to point out one thing. It does not lie in the mouth of the 
Government to fling in the face of the Dacca University a statement like 
that of Rai Bahadur Dr. Dutt; because the Dacca University was 
started with a promise of funds which would have been perfectly 
adequate for a full-fledged University. It began w ith a definite promise 
of having u faculty of medicine and a faculty of agriculture, and 
although the funds were not adequate for all those purposes, there were 
in the hands of the Government of Bengal funds which might have 
formed the nucleus of great institutions. A sum of Rs. 00,00,000 was 
accumulated out of the earmarked grants by the Government of India. 
When the Dacca University was started, it started with a definite 
assurance that it will have Rs. 00,00,000 and an annual recurring grant 
of Rs. 7,50,000 that was the basis on which the Dacca University was 
started. Very soon after the starting of the Dacca University, the 
Government of Bengal, then presided over in its Education Department 
at the time by an astute lawyer, discovered that under the Meston 
Settlement this Rs. 00,00,000 earmarked bv the Government of India 
belonged to the Government of Bengal ; and, faced with a huge deficit 
at that time, the Bengal Government immediately misappropriated 
Its. 50,00,000 out of that amount. At the same time, the Government 
and His Excellency the Chancellor repeatedly recognised the moral claim 
of the Dacca University to the balance of the Rs. 60,00,000. Sir, that 
is a fact well worth remembering now . I am now sure that the legal 
position of the Government was quite right, but there can be no 
question that this taking away of Rs. 60,00,000 or more from the Dacca 
University immediately had a crippling effect on the University and 
subsequently it had a devitalising effect on the University machinery. 
This was a wrong to the University from the moral point of view for 
which there was absolutely no justification. I say, therefore, that the 
Government may plead want of funds, raav plead economic distress or 
any other thing, but the one thing they cannot say is “you go and 
find the money yourselves.” 
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DftAMULYA RATAN CH08E: Sir, it is so difficult nowadays to 
suppdri Rai Bahadurs. But as the proposal is a sound one and at the 
same time it is a long-felt necessity of our province, I rise to support 
it. We know that there is a great rush for admission into the Calcutta 
Medical College and the Carmichael Medical College, They have 
experienced a great difficulty, as seats are very limited in these colleges 
and the demand for admission is numerous. If a faculty of medicine 
is created at Dacca, it will certainly reduce much of the tension that is 
now being felt in the medical colleges at Calcutta. At the same time 
the people of East Bengal should contribute a very large proportion of 
costs towards the medical education of the province. Their children 
will also have the comfort, the convenience of having a medical college 
near their homes and that is a convenience which cannot, be gainsaid. 
It has been said that in these days of economic distress, it is really a 
very big problem to have such colleges started. But my proposal is 
somewhat different. We have got our example of the Patna Medical 
College. It was a school at first, but afterwards it was raised to a 
medical college. In the same way the Dacca Medical School can be 
promoted into the status of a medical college which is so much felt 
necessary by the people of this province. I will say that this necessity 
is not only for the people of East Bengal, but it is also in the interest of 
West Beugal, because the rush of students from East Bengal is so great 
in Calcutta, and that rush will be much lessened if a suitable opening is 
made in the east side of the province. Under these circumstances, Sir, 
I wholeheartedly support the motion of llai Keshub Chandra Banerji 
Bahadur. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, it would lx* interesting to know from my 
friend Rai Keshab Chandra Banerji Bahadur if the wont of a medical 
college at Dacca is creating any inconvenience to the people of the 
eastern side of the province. Sir, I had the privilege of working as a 
member of the Calcutta Medical College Admission Committee for four 
years and my experience is that the East Bengal students ore never 
discouraged in getting their admission to the Calcutta Medical College. 
The Dacca University itself enjoys the privilege of nominating a few 
candidates and boys are admitted strictly according to the merit. The 
two Calcutta colleges,— the Government one and the Carmichael College, 
turn out about 100 medical graduates every year and I think that the 
number is not inadequate for Bengal. 


Mr. NAREMORA KUMAR RASU: How many are turned out for 
want of accommodation ? 

Mr. P« II. CUHA 2 The number of applications received is about 400 
every year and the number admitted is about 75. I am coming to that 
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point. Sir, the main issue is if the students desirous of receiving 
medical education should be encouraged to do so by all means without 
taking the question of their future career into consideration. 

Sir, when asked about his future plan, the invariable reply of a 
student seeking admission is that his village being a hot bed of malaria, 
he will go and practise there after getting his degree, but any one whom 
it may concern may take it that the poor villagers never see the passed 
students of the Medical College in their midst. It is very well to say 
that 90 per cent, of the villages require medical help and efforts should 
be made to get out as many medical men as possible, but, Sir, our 
practical experience shows that not to spe^k of the medical graduates, 
even the passed students of the medical schools do not care to go to 
villages. Almost all the passed students try to enter the Government 
service and failing that, they turn their attention to the Calcutta 
Corporation and other local bodies. Lastly they set up practice in 
towns, but 1 do not know of any who has set up his practice in a 
village. 

5.30 p.m. 

Sir, the point that I want to make out is that there is no need for 
the establishment of a medical college at Dacca; on the contrary, we 
should divert our attention to the problem of the livelihood of the 
medical graduates. Sir, in our younger days the idea prevailed that a 
B Course graduate could secure jobs more easily and a lot of students 
went up for the B Course. Then again rush was made for the Science 
course when the new regulations were introduced in the University, but 
the question of unemployment has not been solved. Sir, it is a well- 
known fact that a very large number of our young men have, within 
the last few years, received electrical and mechanical training both at 
home and abroad and I know, Sir, the services of a competent mechanical 
and electrical engineer can be secured for Ks. 7 f) or Its. 100 a month. 

It is for these reasons that I am opposed to the idea of producing more 
medical graduates till we can be sure that they will go to the villages 
to practise. 

Tilt Htft’blt Mr. KHWA<IA NAXIMUDDIN: I think the House 
should give the Rai Bahadur credit for bringing forward this motion. 

In normal times on merits this question would be open to serious doubts 
as to whether it is advisable to have a medical college at Dacca. But 
at the present time with a deficit budget of Rs. 2,90,00,000 and a 
Retrenchment Committee proposed by this House, it appears that the 
two Rai Bahadurs are generously endowed with the three saintly 
virtues; faith, hope and charity. To give effect to the proposal, it is 
necessary that the present existing medical school at Dacca should be 
converted into a medical college, and a large sum of money will he* 
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necetttfry to equip the college properly. I have been advised by Govera- 
menf experts on this subject that it would be necessary to have some- 
thing Eke Rs. 15,00,000 for capital expenditure and Ra. 5,00,000 for 
recurring expenditure, if we are to have a medical college at Dacca. 
Therefore it is obvious that at the present time this proposal is very 
inopportune. But even if money was available, it is open to serious 
doubt whether me should have a medical college at Dacca. Rai Bahadur 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt m'as the first speaker who warned us against this 
proposal 'and some others followed him on the same lines. We cannot 
ignore the existing fact that those who are qualified aud have got the 
M.B. degree are all very anxious for Government posts or posts in the 
railways, and their number is much more than what the services can 
absorb. These men having the degree of M.B. do not want to go and 
practise in small municipal areas or in the villages. They feel that on 
account of the money they have spent on their education aud the time 
they have spent and the high qualifications they possess, their remunera- 
tion should be much more than what an ordinary medical practitioner 
gets. Therefore they try to secure service under Government or to 
establish themselves in big towns like Calcutta, Dacca or Howrah. 
The result is that there is overcrowding of medical men in these few 
towns. Dr. Dutt is quite correct when he says that what wc really 
want at the present time is that medical men who pass out of medical 
schools should go out and live in the villages where doctors are not to 
be found. But a very large number of them love to practise in towns. 
Mr. P. N. Guha thinks that it is difficult to send these doctors to the 
villages, but 1 beg to differ from him. 


Mr. P. N. GUHA: 1 do not find any difficulty at all. 

Tilt Hoil’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIM: I am very sorry, I 
misquoted him. These men should go out and live in the villages and 
try to earn a living there. There is a vast field for them. It should 
be our aim not to increase the number of medical colleges in Bengal. 
There are now two colleges turning out annually a large number of 
BI.B’s. I fully agree with Mr. P. N. Guha w'hen he says that we must 
very carefully examine the proposal for the establishment of another 
college. 

I do not think any useful purpose will be served by raising the old 
hackneyed question of misappropriation of the Government of India’s 
grants to the Dacca University. This question has been discussed in 
this House more than once and various members who were in charge of 
Education portfolio made it quite clear that Government did not mis- 
ippropriate this money and the money has been paid to tbe Dacca 
University. Besides this. Government have promised that whenever 
be Dacca University comes up with good schemes, and if funds arw 
ivaBable, they will get money from Government. 
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There is another thing to which I would like to draw the attention 
of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta and that is that at the present time 
Government are contributing something like 60 per cent, of the expendi- 
ture on the Dacca University out of their funds. That is a very 
important fact because , as far as higher education is concerned, 
especially University education, it is expected that the public should 
contribute a major portion and Government should give them aid. I 
entirely agree with the suggestion made by Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen 
Gupta and appeal to the two Rai Bahadurs who command great influence 
(one of them is considered to be a multi-millionaire of Dacca) to set an 
example by making endowments to the Dacca University and when the 
Dacca University has got sufficient funds, it will be time then to come up 
with a proposal like this. It is an admitted fact that any stick is good 
enough to beat the Government with, but I am afraid that the stick 
that the ltai Bahadur has got hold of is so rotten that at the first touch 
it breaks and crumbles to pieces. Therefore I hope that the Rai 
Bahadur will withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Kai Keshab Chandra Banerji Bahadur was then put 
and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : ‘That the demand of 
Ks. 7,126 under the head ‘61 A — Education (Transferred) — University 
— Government Arts Colleges — Purchase of books, etc.’ be reduced by 
Rs. 101 (inadequacy of the grant and the necessity of appointing 
trained librarians).” 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: “That the demand of Its. 12,87,000 
under the head ‘31 A — Education (Transferred) — Government Arts 
Colleges’ be reduced by Rs. 110 (to raise a discussion on the urgent 
need of giving more money to the Islamia College).” 

BiIki JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “That the demaud of 
Rs. 12,87,000 Under the head '31A —Education (Transferred) Govern- 

ment Arts Colleges be reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion about 
the policy of keeping up those Government colleges).” 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEEs I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 12,87,000 under the head “31 A — Education (Transferred) — 
University— Government Arts Colleges” be reduced by Rs. 100 (in 
order to discuss the possibility of the deprovincialisation of Govern- 
ment Arts colleges). 

The subject matter of this motion is one of considerable im p or tance 
to the future educational organisation of this province. A few minutes 
ago when the Hon’ble Minister for Education was replying to the debate 
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on t|ic Inst motion, he made some observations which I immediately 
noted down. He said that the accepted principle now was that so far as 
higher education was concerned, the people should contribute a substan- 
tial sum towards the maintenance of educational institutions and 
Government should only grant aids. I take it that this educational 
principle which the Education Minister has just enunciated will be 
applied to the motion which I am moving, and I hope that he will be 
the first person to get up and accept my suggestion. My motion 
contemplates the possibility of making over the present Government 
Arts colleges to different public bodies, who will be responsible for 
maintaining them. I think, Sir, the time has now come when Govern- 
ment should no longer maice itself responsible for the direct maintenance 
of educational institutions unless such responsibility (‘an be justified on 
two main grounds. 

In the first place, if such educational institutions are established for 
the purpose of serving as model institutions, I am quite prepared to say 
that there is some justification for the continuance of the present policy. 
Secondly, if such institutions are established for the purpose of 
encouraging education among a particular class of people or of 
encouraging particular types of culture and learning, there also would 
be some justification for the continuance of the present policy. Now I 
will give one or two concrete illustrations. I shall be the last person 
to say that we should do away with tols or ituidr/uahs , or educational 
institutions for girls or educational institutions for Moslems — of which 
there is only one in Bengal— which are maintained from out of public 
funds. Again, educational institutions like the Medical College and 
medical schools, or the Bengal Engineering College, have to be main- 
tained out of the public* funds, but what justification is there for 
continuing the present policy in regard to Arts colleges generally ^ 

What justification is there in continuing the present policy or 
spending lakhs and lakhs of rupees every year on the maintenance of 
educational institutions which admittedly do not serve as model 
institutions now!' In fact, there are institutions which are far better 
managed than some of these Government colleges. What justification 
is there for running these colleges when you have other colleges which 
are already doing the same kind of workf I have got certain figures, 
Sir which I should like to place before the House, because I seriously 
feel that members of this House really do not know what the preeent 
situation is. Let us take the Presidency College first. The number of 
students in the Presidency College at present is 1,000. Now, leaving 
aside the income from fees, the deficit is about Rs. 4,60,000: it costs 
Government that sum annually. Take, Sir, side by side another big 
college in the city— the Scottish Churches College. The number of 
students there is 1,240, i.e., 240 more than that in the Presidency 
College, and the deficit is Rs. 1,84,000. If the Hon'ble Minister would 
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go and take note of public opinion, I do not think he will find much 
•upport for the contention that the teaching imparted in the Scottish 
Churches College is inferior to what is imparted in the Presidency 
College. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Not in Science. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: It may have been in Mr. Majid 

Baksh’s time, but it is not so now. 

Then take, for instance, the City College. Here the number of 
students is 1,300 and the deficit comes to about Rs. 84,000. Leaving 
aside for the time being the colleges in Calcutta, let us just take note 
of the colleges in mu fas sal. The figures are startling there. At the 
Hooglily College the number of students is 310 and the deficit is more 
than Rs. 1,00,000. Sir, you take another illustration which is even 
more startling. The number of students at the Krishnagar College is 
172 and the deficit there is more than Rs. 1,00,000. Take, Sir, another 
mufassal non-Government college — for instance, the Serampore College. 
The number of atudeuts there is 220 and the deficit comes to about 
Rs. 52, (KM). Then take another non-Government college, the Edward 
College at Palma : the number of students there is 200 and the deficit 
about Rs. 28, 000. It will he seen that although the number of students 
in these two colleges is larger than that of the Hooghly and Krishnagar 
Colleges, the deficit in the latter colleges is more than double. Then, 
Sir, take a big private college like the Carmichael College, Rangpur : 
the number of students in this college is 500 ami the deficit Rs. 57,000. 
If we turn again to a Government college, for example, the Chittagong 
College, where the number of students has diminished as a result of the 
present movement, we find the number of students 390 and the deficit 
Rs. 1,27,000. Then, Sir, I come to the Comilla College, which is one 
of the biggest private colleges in the mufassal ; the number of students 
there is 700 and the deficit comes up to about Rs. 34,700. I know the 
stock reply which the Hon’hle Minister will give, and that is that in 
calculating the cost of maintenance of Government colleges you take 
into account the number of staff that may 1* working during a particular 
session. For example, Mr. X who is a professor of the Hooghly College 
gets Rs. 1,250: that increases the average cost of that college. If you 
transfer that officer and plac e a junior officer on Rs. 250 in his place, 
that will bring down the cost. But that does not meet our case. This 
Mr. X, unless he dies or retires, would he sent to another college where 
the expenditure would certainly increase proportionately. The point 
it that if we had sufficient funds at our disposal, we would certainly not 
have raised thin question for discussion in the House at this stage. 
But at every stage when the Hon’ble Minister is asked to spend money 
on particular schemes, the answer generally he gives is that he has no 
money. Take, Sir, two important illustrations : first, the mai n tenance 
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°* ^private college. Now, so far as they are concerned, I know that 
mai^hof these private colleges are in receipt of recurring grants from' 
Government and they also receive non-recurring grants amounting to 
Et. 1*29,000, distributed through the agency of the TTniversity. On 
account of the financial stringency, that grant has been reduced by 
about 50 per cent, during the current year, and next year, so far as I 
understand, there is a proposal to withhold the grant altogether. Here 
is a grant of Rs. 1,29,000 which Government is distributing throughout 
the province — Eastern Bengal ami Western Bengal, which is benefiting 
so many colleges. Now this grant is going to be stopped on account of 
financial stringency. At the same time the present policy of maintain- 
ing these Government colleges at such a considerable cost is being 
pursued. Take, another example, that about girls’ education. Now 
there are about 44 non-Government schools which provide for instruc- 
tions to girls. The total grant to these institutions comes up to about 
Rs. 1,60,000. That is certainly a pnltiy sum which Government is 
spending for encouraging non-Government girls schools, and yet the 
Hon’ble Minister will bear me out when I say that there is a proposal 
to reduce this grant in the current year on account of financial 
stringency. Surely, Sir. just as the Hon’ble Minister has shown 
courage — and if 1 may add, vision — in not reducing grants to lot* and 
madrasahs, so I would strongly urge upon him to stop reduction of any 
grant for the girls’ schools. 

Now, these are the difficulties that the Hou’hle Minister for Educa- 
tion has to face on account of the financial stringency. And here is a 
way which we are indicating by which Government ought to save some 
money which might In* redistributed umong the educational institutions 
throughout the province. J would make it perfectly clear thut I have 
no desire to introduce any revolutionary changes all on a sudden. All 
I want to say is that the Hon’ble Minister should give us an assurance 
that he will appoint a committee which will go into this very important 
question. Sir, I know it very well that a matter of this kind cannot 
possibly be decided on the floor of this House because there are practical 
difficulties and we shall have to go into details. Let us face the 
situation and let us examine the details with a view to make it possible 
to release the bulk of this grant, — if all the colleges cannot tie deprovin- 
cialised, — at any rate let us start with some, for the benefit of private 
colleges. With these words, I commend my motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: I associate myself entirely with 
Mr. Mookerjee. What I have to say I can say from a long experience 
of college education and also because I have given much thought to 
this specific * topic. Some years ago when I was Director of Public 
Instruction in this province, I put before the Retrenchment Committee 
the evidence of the Education Department. It was not my evidence 
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alone. It was the considered evidence of the senior officers, European 
and Indian, of the Department, and in that evidence was included a 
recommendation that Government should consider the deprovin cialian * 
tion of Government institutions with certain specific exceptions. To 
avoid misapprehension, I should make it clear that our recommenda- 
tions for retrenchment were not to be interpreted as recommendations 
for reduction of the money spent on education in the province. They 
proposed certain modifications which would enable the transfer of ex- 
penditure from directions where it was less wanted to directions where 
it would do more good. Now, the reasons why we recommended this 
deprovinciulisation, which the Retrenchment Committee was inclined 
to consider drastic, were briefly what Mr. Mookerjee has said. Govern- 
ment undertook the responsibility for the building, equipment and direct 
maintenance of a large number of schools and colleges at a time when 
it was necessary for Government to be a pioneer in the work of educa- 
tion. But that necessity has disappeared, and also Government's 
energy as a pioneer in educational work has disappeared. Private 
enterprise has now so outpaced Government enterprise that, I should 
say at a rough estimate it now does more than 80 per cent, of the educa- 
tional work of this province. Then again there is the consideration 
on which Mr. Mookerjee properly laid stress, that it is unworthy of 
Government to be directly responsible for the management of educa- 
tional institutions unless those educational institutions are of the best. 
Some of the Government institutions in this province are among the 
very best we have. But it would be nonsensical to say that all Govern- 
ment institutions, schools and colleges, are superior to all others. In 
my opinion, it is not only illogical — that does not matter much — but it 
is detrimental to have two sets of institutions doing the same work 
for the same purpose and generally under the same conditions, except 
that in one, the smaller set, the teachers are paid directly from Govern- 
ment revenues and in the other part of their pay may come indirectly 
through Government grants. Mr. Mookerjee has given us some figures 
which show in each case the proportion between the money given and 
the work done. 

In my opinion, the inevitable development of the Education Depart- 
ment in this country is towards the situation that we are accustomed to 
in Britain and in other countries of the West, where the Education 
Department does not accept direct responsibility for managing and main- 
taining educational institutions, but accepts the responsibility for in- 
specting, directing, supervising, legislating and assisting local enter- 
prise by grants. In this province I think we shall have made a great 
advance when Government has freed itself from direct responsibility 
for a large number of educational institutions and confines itself to the 
activities I bave just mentioned, working through a staff of inspectors 
the services of some of whom could from time to time be placed at the 
disposal of the University which after all is the body responsible for 
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ti» toection of our higher education. If Government could assist in 
that way, there would, I think, be some relief from the strain that 
seem* always to have characterised relations between the Government 
and the University, a strain that has greatly hampered education in 
Bengal. 

So my proposal is that Government institutions be handed over to 
competent committees of men prepared to take the work up and enthu* 
siastic for education. They would be assisted by grants to do the work 
properly and the conditions which they should observe could be laid down 
in a sort of contract between Government and themselves in return for 
the annual but at the same time perpetual grant that they would receive. 
I think these committees would serve colleges as well as Government 
control. Perhaps better. They could, for example, work entirely 
according to educational traditions and principles. This would mean 
a difference from the present state of affairs in a hundred ways. It is 
very difficult to run Government colleges under a system which, to take 
one example, permits a teacher to take leave in the middle of a term, 
transfers a teacher from one college to another, without any reference to 
either institution or himself, deals with an incompetent or indifferent 
teacher by moving him frequently from college to college so that- he pro- 
duces detriment wherever he goes. In fact, under such a committee of 
men responsible only for their own college, there would be the beginning 
of an escape, perhaps an entire escape, from administration to profession. 
There is, however, one argument w’ith which I know the department 
would have to deal. That is the superior dignity of being in Government 
employment. I wish to be very discreet and in my circumstances discre- 
tion means suppression rather than expression. I shall not say ft word 
more than is necessary for the argument, but I must say this, that we 
have seen in our time that Principals of Government colleges ran bo 
dealt with harshly, even savagely, if they show any reluctance to adjust 
themselves as automata to a system, whether administrative or political. 
The only name I wish to mention is the name of Mr. II. It. James, who 
after a life devoted to the cause of education in Bengal left this country in 
humiliation because he insisted as Principal in thinking for himself about 
the internal conduct of his own institution. More recently other men 
have suffered because of their uneasiness in adjusting themselves to the 
political circumstances in which nowadays all work in Bengal is carried 
on, a system in which political considerations often override educational. 
As to what education should be, I w ould borrow some words from Charles 
Lamb. He used them in reference to the plays of Shakespeare, but it is 
not unfair to transfer them into a definition of education : “an enricher 
of the fancy, a strengthener of virtue, a withdrawing from all selfish and 
mercenary thoughts, a lesson of all sweet and honourable thoughts and 
actions, to teach you courtesy, benignity, generosity, humanity.” 

Sir, I invite members to look at our agenda year by year, and ask 
themselves how much this Council contributes towards making education 
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an enricher of the fancy, a strengthener of virtue, a trainer in courtesy, 
benignity and humanity. We are too often influenced by considerations 
of race and party. The Minister is not to blame for that. By the consti- 
tution he is “popular” and “responsible” — two splendid adjectives, but 
when you look closely at their meaning, they are seen to mean only that 
if a Minister annoys any one in this House, the person annoyed tries his 
best to get him out of office and put another in his place. In such cir- 
cumstances, how can a Minister be courageous, generous and far-sighted 
about education? How can a Minister bring in a better standard of 
work, a nobler vision? Our motions on the agenda paper bring no glow 
to the heart and no dignity to the mind. That is why I agree with 
Mr. Mookerjee in thinking that our college* would fare very much better 
as educational institutions, and education in this province would be a 
very much better thing, if those institutions which are now administered 
almost mechanically as part of a huge system were each put under a 
small body of men able to take a lofty view of their responsibilities, and 
not et rnally harassed to meet the wishes of this or that individual or 
group, in short, not open to the influence of other than educational consi- 
derations. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHAR E8WAR RAY: Sir, it is with great trepi- 
dation that I rise to oppose the views of such eminent educationists as 
Mr. Wordsworth and Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee. I have not been 
able to follow exactly what the intention of Mr. Mookerjee is in moving 
this motion. Does he want that Government should spend less on higher 
education by closing down the colleges, or that he means that the funds 
should be diverted to the Calcutta University or that Government should 
divert these funds in aiding private institutions? If it is the intention 
of Mr. Mookerjee that the money that the Government might save by 
closing down the colleges should be made over to the Calcutta University 
to help that body to tide over the present difficulties, I should strongly 
object to such a suggestion. Sir, coming from a mufastal district, I 
feel that we should not concentrate all attention to Calcutta but should 
see that properly managed institutions are also established in different 
parts of the province. The suggestion to close down the Rajshahi 
Government College, for instance, would be received with great disap- 
proval and dissatisfaction throughout North Bengal. Sir, we are look- 
ing forward to the day when the Rajshahi College will be developed into 
a full-fledged University with additional branches of education. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Then you are supporting the motion. 

Mr. BHAHtl SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: No. I am opposing the 
motion. Then, of course, I think there is similar feeling in other parts 
of the province. I think very few people will agree with the idea that 
Hie Presidency College should be closed down. 
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IfC. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEE: I am misunderstood. 

Mr. tHAMTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am told that Mr. Mooker- 
jee dops not want that. May I ask him who is going to pay for these 
institutions? At present they are being run as deficit institutions. It 
is a helpful Government that is coming forward to find the money; and 
then if the Government withhold their help, who is going to find the 
money for these institutions? Then, Sir, there is another aspect of the 
question. There are a large number of professors who are members of 
the Indian Educational Service ; what are you going to do with them if 
you close down the Government institutions? They are Government 
servants, I believe, and they cannot be taken into private institutions 
without their consent. Then, the third aspect of the question as it 
appears to me is that in certain quarters there may be some grievances 
against the administration of these institutions. If it is so, it is only 
proper and fair that the matter should be brought up in a straightforward 
way. If it is the allegation against the Education Department that their 
administration of the different colleges is not sound, that their relation 
with the Government professors is not what it should be, the proper 
course would be to bring that up in the proper way and not to try to 
attain that object indirectly in this way. It may be that I have mis- 
understood Mr. Mookerjee’s point of view, hut in the light of what I 
understand it, I think that the suggestion is a very revolutionary one. 
Though I am not a great educationist, I have been connected with the 
University as an elected member of the Senate for 12 years and I ran 
say certainly that Government professors will not also welcome the idea. 

[At 6-15 p.iu. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 6-25 p.m.] 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIM: I am afraid there 
is a lot of confusion and misapprehension and a lot of extraneous argu- 
ments have been brought forward with regard to this motion. I may 
say that it is a question which has been under consideration for a long 
time. But in view of the request of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee and 
other members of this House, I am prepared to reconsider the question 
and consult unofficially prominent educationists in the province, and I 
would like to point out that within the last five years, the Presidency 
College secured 22 appointments in Bengal Civil Service and the Scottish 
Churches College 8 appointments. We cannot ignore the question that 
you cannot maintain these colleges ; if they were handed over to a com- 
mittee, it is doubtful if localities like Hooghly, Krishuagar and other 
places, could maintain a college. 

Mr. Wordsworth has said that it is possible to have in the mvfassal a 
committee of competent men who could devote all their time to educa- 
tion. This may be an ideal, but I doubt very much if it is a practical 
proposition. As regards the maintenance of discipline, Government have 
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set the standard to aided schools and colleges and we think that Govern- 
ment colleges and schools are necessary for the maintenance of the 
standard. 

The motion of Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 1,07,79,000 be granted for expendi- 
ture under the head “31 — Education (Transf erred )" was then put 
and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head “31— Education (Transfer- 
red)*' were not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: “That the demand of Rs. 12,87,000 
under the head ‘31 A — Education (Transferred) — University — Govern- 
ment Arts Colleges' be reduced by Re. 1 (to rise a discussion on the 
Kumar Basanta Kurnur Ray of Dighapativa Foundation for starting 
agricultural classes of high standard in connection with the Rajshahi 
College and on the policy of the Government regarding the same)." 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 12,87,000 under the head *31 A— Education (Transferred)— University 
— Government Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discus- 
sion as to whether there is any more necessity for continuing the 
Bethune College in view of the fact that the female students are now 
reading in other colleges in Calcutta)." 

Babu HARIBAN8A ROY: “That the demand of Rs. 12,87,000 
under the head *31A — Education — (Transferred) — University — Govern- 
ment Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on 
the present management of the Presidency College. The action of 
the Government in raising the tuition fees of the said college)," 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 12,87,000 under the head ‘31A — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity-Government Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Re. 1 (number of 
seats at present in t Be Chittagong College are quite insufficient to 
meet the demand t.” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNER4EE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,32,000 under the head ‘31 A — Education (Transferred) — Grant to 
non-Government Arts Colleges' be reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a dis- 
cussion about the principles upon which such grants are made)." 

Ral KESHAB 0HANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: “That the demand 

of Rs. 3,32,000 under the head *31A— Education (Transferred)— -Grant# 
to non-Government Colleges' be reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a dis- 
cussion about the policy and principle of the grants)." 
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life SYAMAPROtAD MOOKERJEE: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 8,32,000 under the head *31 A — Education (Transferred) — University 
— Grants to non-Govemment Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Hs. 100 
(in order to discuss the inadequacy of the grant to non-Government 
Arts colleges).” 

H«Ji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: ‘That the demand of 

He. 3,82,000 under the head *3 A — Education (Transferred) — University 
— Grants to non-Government Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Re, 1 (to 
draw attention of the Government to the fact that the grant-in-aid 
conferred on the Sirajganj Intermediate College for Muhammadans is 
quite insufficient and that it should be increased).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 3,32,000 under the head ‘31 A — Education (Transferred) — University 
— Grants to non-Government Arts Colleges’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
draw attention to the fact that no money has yet been sanctioned for 
capital expenditure of the Feni First Grade College in the district of 
Noakhali).” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 81,500 under the head ‘31 A- — Education (Transferred) — University 
— Training Colleges for teachers’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the 
attention of the Government that the claims of the students of the 
backward classes for admission into this college have been ignored 
and to suggest that a proper direction be given to the authorities in 
this matter).” 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,17,000 under the head ‘31 A — Education (Transferred) — Govern- 
ment Professional Colleges’ be reduced by Re. 1 (disadvantages of 
the teachers belonging to the depressed classes in getting admission).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: That the demand of 
Rs. 10,11,680 under the head ‘31 B — Education (Transferred) — Secondary 
— Pay of officers’ be reduced by Rs. 500 (to impress upon the Govern- 
ment the urgent need of establishing a high school for the education 
of Muslim girls in Calcutta).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 12,61,000 
under the head ‘31 B — Education (Transferred) — Secondary — Govern- 
ment secondary schools’ be reduced by Rs. 2,64,000.” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID BHAH: “That the demand of 
Ra. 12,61,000 under the head ‘81B — Education (Transferred) — Govern- 
ment Secondary Schools’ be reduced by Rs, 100 (to raise a discus- 
•ion on the excessive rate of school fee specially in the Government 
high schools).” 
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Hftji BAOI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “Timt the demand of 

Rs. 12,61,000 under the Head ‘31B — Education (Transferred) — Govern- 
ment Secondary Schools’ be reduced by Rs. 10 (to urge that Muslim 
mistresses be appointed in the Khastagir’s Girls’ H. E. School for the 
Muhammadan students of the school).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASA1: ‘‘That the demand of 

Rs. 13,11,000 under the head ‘31B — Education (Transferred) — 
Secondary — Direct grant to non-Government Secondary Schools’ 
be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to criticise the reduction of grants to non- 
Govemment secondary schools).” 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 13,11,000 under the 
head ‘31 B— Education (Transferred) — Secondary — Direct grants to 
non-Government Secondary Schools’ he reduced by Rs. 101 (to call 
attention to the cut of Rs. 58,000 in this grant, which will operate 
harshly on such secondary schools).” 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: “That t he demand of Rs. 13,11,000 under 
the head ‘3 IB— Education (Transferred) — Secondary — Direct grants to 
non-Government Secondary Schools’ he reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the defective system of distributing grants-in-aid to the 
high schools).” 

Baby LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: “That the demand of 
Rs. 13,11,000 under the head ‘31B — Education (Transferred) — Direct 
grant to non-Government Secondary Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
discuss the policy of the Government with respect to grant-in-aid and 
capital grants to high English schools maintained by the depressed 
classes such as Boultali High English School and Chandkali High 
English School in the districts of Faridpur and Bakarganj, 
respectively )." 

HaJI BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 13,11,000 under the head ‘31 B — Education (Transferred) — Direct 
grant to non-Government Secondary Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
draw the attention of the Government to the fact that no grant-in-aid 
at present is being conferred on the Banigram and Abutarab High 
English Schools).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 26,72,000 under the head ‘31 B — Education — Government and non- 
Government Secondary Schools’ be reduced by Rs. 72,000.” 

Babtt 8UK LAL HAD: “That the demand of Rs. 25,72,000 under 
the head ‘31B — Education (Transferred) — Secondary’ be reduced by 
Be. 500 (to criticise the present policy of the Government in the matter 
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of ^Jistiibuting aids inequitably to the non-Government secondary 
schools and in the selection of text-books without looking to the financial 
condition of the people of the country).” 


fir. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: That the demand of 

Rs. 25,72,000 under the head *31 B — Education (Transferred) — 
Secondary’ be reduced by its. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that 
the general education in secondary schools is not satisfactory).” 


Maulvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: “That the demand of Its. 25,72,000 
under the head 4 31B — Education (Transferred) — Secondary’ be reduced 
by Us. 100 (to draw attention to the need of a high English school for 
the education of Muslim girls in the city of Calcutta and giving ade- 
quate aid to the Sakhawat Memorial Girls’ School).” 

Maulvi TAMtZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Its. 25,72,000 
under the head 4 31B — Education (Transferred) — Secondary* he reduced 
by Rs. 10 (to protest against the apathy of the department to provide 
a high English school in Calcutta for the education of Muslim girls).” 


Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of 
Its. 25,72,000 under the head ‘3111 — Education (Transferred) — 
Secondary’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to protest against the absence of 
a high class girls’ school in Bally and Salkia in the district of Howrah).” 


Kazi EMDAOUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Its. 8,200 under 
the head 4 31C — Education (Transferred) — Government Primary Schools' 
be refused).” 

Maulvi SYEO JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y and Maulvi HASSAN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 3,74,500 under the head 4 31C — Education 
(Transferred) — Primary — Direct grauts to non-Government Primary 
Schools’ be reduced by Rs, 1,000 [failure to give effect to Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education Act, 1031).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,74,500 under the head ‘31C — Education (Transferred) — Primary 
— Direct grants to non-Government Primary Schools’ be reduced by 
Re. 100 (to criticise the policy of the Government in not paying any 
grant to the primary schools of depressed class boys under the manage- 
ment of the Hindu Relief Society and other public bodies).” 

Kazi EMOADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 22,25,000 
under the head ‘31C — Education (Transferred) — Primary — Grants to 
local bodies for primary education’ be reduced by Re. 100 (insuifi. 
eieney of the fund allotted and indifference of Government about the 
grievances of the primary school teachers).” 
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Maulvi HUR RAHMAN KHAN EUiUFJIS “That the demand of 

Be. 22,26,000 under the head *31C — Education (Transferred) — Primary — 
Grants to Local Bodies for Primary Education* he reduced by Bs. 100 
(to emphasise the necessity of giving effect to the Primary Education 
Act without further delay).** 

Maulvi NURAL ABSAR CHOUDHURY: “That the demand of 

Bs. 22,2 6,000 under the head ‘31C — Education — Primary — Grants to 
Local Bodies for Primary Education’ be reduced by Be. 1 (to raise a 
discussion on the failure of Government to sanction the scheme sub- 
mitted by the Chittagong Municipality for free primary education for 
girls on an improved scale and to make it compulsory after the 
amendment of the Act of 1919).*’ 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: “That the demand of 

Bs. 22,26,000 under the head ‘31C — Education (Transferred) — Grants 
to Local Bodies for Primary Education ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to dis- 
cuss the necessity of contributing funds to the 13 primary schools 
maintained by the Hindu Relief Society for the education of the de- 
pressed classes in Calcutta).** 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 26,08,000 
under the head ‘31C — Education (Transferred) — Primary’ be refused.” 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: “That the demand of Rs. 26,08,000 under 
the head *310 — Education (Transferred) — Primary’ he reduced by 
Re. 100 (to draw attention to the action of the Education Minister for 
not putting into operation the Primary Education Act).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 26,08,000 
under the head *310 — Education (Transferred) — Primary’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 [to disapprove of the delay in enforcing the provisions of the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act].” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 26,08,000 
under the head *310 — Education (Transferred) — Primary* be reduced by 
Bs. 100 [as a disapproval of the failure of the department to enforce 
the provisions of the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act].** 

BibU AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Re. 26,08,000 
under the head *31C — Education (Transferred) — Primary’ be reduced 
by Bs. 100 (delay in the operation of the Bengal Primarv Education 
Act).** 

Dr. AMULYATtATAN GH08E: “That the demand of B*. 26,08,000 
under the head ‘21C — Education (Transferred) — Primary’ be reduced 
by Be. 100 (to raise a discussion on the necessity of compulsory 
primary education in Bengal).** 
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Msvivi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: "That the demand of Rs. 26,08,000 
under the head '3 1C — Education (Transferred) — Primary — Government 
Primary Schools' be reduced by Rs. 100 (not making any provision for 
the spread of primary education in rural areas according to the Primary 
Education Act of 1930)." 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 
Re. 26,08,000 under the head ‘31C — Education (Transferred) — Primary* 
be reduced by Rs. 50 [to raise a discussion for not putting into imme- 
diate operation the Bengal (Rural) Free Primary Education Act]." 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 26,08,000 under the head ‘31C — Education (Transferred)— Primary* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the failure of the Govern- 
ment to give effect to the provisions of the Bengal Primary Educa- 
tion Act)." 

Mr. 8. M. B08E* “That the demand of Rs. 26,08,000 under the head 
4 31C — Education (Transferred) — Primary* be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
call attention to the inadequacy of the amount and to suggest loan 
from Government of India for further expansion)." 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: “That the demand of Rs. 26,08,000 under the 
head ‘31 — Education (Transferred) — Primary* be reduced by Re. 1 
(to call attention to the necessity of providing further educational 
facilities for those educationally backward).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 26,08,000 under the head ‘310 — Education (Transferred) — Primary 
— Government Primary Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (inadequacy of 
the grant)." 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: “That the 
demand of Rs. 26,08,000 under the head ‘31C — Education (Transfer- 
red) — Primary’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the imme- 
diate necessity of bringing the Primary Education Act into force in 
this province).'* 

Haji BADI AHMEO GHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 26,08,000 under the head ‘31C — Education (Transferred) — Primary* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to press that immediate effect should be given 
to the Compulsory Primary Education Act, specially in Chittagong)/' 

Bate LALIT KUMAR BAL f Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai 8ahR» REBATI MOHAN BARKER: "That the demand of 

Re. 26,08,000 under the head ‘31C — Education (Transferred) — Primary' 
be reduced’ by Re. 1 (to emphasise the necessity of giving effect to the 
Rural Primary Education Act, 1930)." 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

R 0 . 26,08,000 under the head ‘31C — Education — Primary Schools’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to express disapproval of the Government for inability 
to give effect to the Compulsory Free Primary Education Act).” 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,24,000 under the head ‘31D — Education (Transferred) — Special 
Guru-training Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the disadvant- 
ages of students belonging to the depressed classes in getting admission 
to such schools).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,24,000 under the head ‘31D — Education (Transferred) — Guru- 
training Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention of the Govern- 
ment to th? fact that the number of Guru-training schools in Chittagong 
is only one and that another Guru-training school should be established 
at Cox’s Baxar in Chittagong).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: That the demand of 
Rs. 2,24,000 under head *31 — Education (Transferred) — Special — Direct 
grant to non-Government special schools’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to raise 
a discussion on the question of administration in connection with the 
affiliation of madrasahs).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GH08E: “That the demand of Rs. 3,14,000 
under the head ‘311) — Education (Transferred) — Special — Direct grant 
to non-Government special schools’ he reduced by Rs. 20, 000.” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 3,14,000 under the head ‘31D — Education (Transferred) — Special — 
Direct grant to non-Government special schools’ be reduced by Rs. 10 
(to raise a discussion about the paucity of grants for Sanskrit tfofc).” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 13,35,000 
under the head ‘3 ID — Education (Transferred) — Special’ be refused.” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Re. 13,35,000 under the head ‘31D — Education — Special’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (management of the Moslem Female Training School, Ananda 
Palit Lane, now removed to Circular Road, Calcutta, and for not pro- 
viding a governing or managing body for the school).” 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABOUL MOMIN: “That the demand 

of Rs. 7,46,000 under the head ‘31 E— Education (Transferred)— General 
— Inspection— Pay of officers’ be reduced by Re. 21,600.” 
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B. A. NAG: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 7,46,000 under 
the head *31E — Education (Transferred) — General — Inspection — Pay of 
officer!’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the unsatisfactory arrange* 
meats for inspection on the women’s side).” 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: ‘That the demand 
of Rs. 1,83,500 under the head *31E — Education (Transferred) — General 
— Inspection — Travelling allowance’ he reduced by Rs. 25,000.’” 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: That the demand 
of Rs. 30,300 under the head ‘31 — Education (Transferred) — General — 
Inspection — Other contingencies — Rents, rates and taxes’ he reduced 
by Rs. 10,000.” 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 11,51,000 under the head *31 E — Education (Transferred) — 
Inspection’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge upon the Government the 
necessity of initiating retrenchment in the inspecting staff).” 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN SARKER: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 11,51,000 under the head of ‘31E — Education (Transferred) — 
Inspection’ he reduced by Re. 1 (grievances of the depressed classes in 
the matter of appointment in the inspecting staff).” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 2,98,000 
under the head *31 E — Education — (Transferred) — General Scholar- 
ships’ he reduced by Rs. 1(H) (want of any provision as to special 
stipends and scholarships for the students of the backward classes as 
enumerated on page 189, Part 1, of the Calcutta University Commission 
Report).” 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: That the demand 
of Rs. 9,200 under the head ‘31E — Education (Transferred) — General — 
Grants for encouragement of literature* he refused.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 21,000 
under the head *31E — Education (Transferred) — General — Miscellane- 
ous allowances, honoraria, etc.’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to elicit informa- 
tion about the working of medical officers and to criticise why institu- 
tions at Howrah are not visited).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSEs “That the demand of Rs. 86,500 
under the bead 4 31E — Education (Transferred) — General — Grants-in- 
aid, contributions, etc.’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion 
on the desirability of making contribution towards the maintenance of 
the 16 primary schools for the boys of the depressed classes under the 
management of the Hindu Relief Society).” 
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MUMINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: “That the demand of 

Re. 1,07,79,000 under the head ‘31—Education ( Transferred )’ be 
refused by Rs. 1,000 (to discuss the education policy and the reduction 
of grants to non-Government secondary schools and for want of provision 
for the training of librarians and grants to public libraries).” 

B atoll SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs. 1,07,79,000 under the head ‘31 — Education (Transfer- 
red)’ be reduced by Rs. 500 (to raise a discussion on the educational 
policy of Government).” 

Baton HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: “That the demand 
of Rs. 1,07,79,000 under the head ‘31 — Education (Transferred)* be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about Government’s failure 
to make provision for a girls’ high English school at the Noakhali 
town).” 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: “That the demand of Rs. 1,07,79,000 
under the head ‘31 — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to draw attention to the defective system of recruitment for the teach- 
ing staff for University education).” 

Babu HARIBAN8A ROY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,07,79,000 
under the head ‘31 — Education (Transferred)’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(the failure of the Government in reorganising the superior services 
of the Education Department).’’ 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,07,79,000 under the head ‘31 — Education (Transferred)’ be re- 
duced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the insufficiency of the demand).” 

Batou 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,07,79,000 under the head ‘31 — Education (Transferred)’ l>e re- 
duced by Re. 1 (to discuss the feasibility of reducing the cost of inspec- 
tion of the secondary and primary schools, the closing of the Govern- 
ment secondary schools and the starting of technical schools in each 
district with the money so saved).” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 1,07,79,000 
under the head *31 — Education (Transferred)* be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
criticise the policy of the Education Department).” 

Baton KI8HORI MOHAN OHAUDHURIt “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,07,79,000 under the bead ‘31 — Education (Transferred)’ be re- 
duced by Re. 1 (to discuss the present educational policy of the 
Government).” 
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Ulr. A. F. M. ABDU R-R AHMAN I “That the demand of 

R«. 1,07,79,000 under the head ‘31 — Education (Transferred)* be re- 
duced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the inadequate provision for 
the education of Moslem girls).*' 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: 'That the 
demand of Rs. 1,07,79,000 under the head ‘31 — Education (Trans- 
ferred)' be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the unsympathe- 
tic attitude of Government towards the progress of education among 
Mussalmans and other backward classes)." 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: That the demand of 

Rs. 1,07,79,000 under the head ‘31 — Education — Transferred’ be re- 
duced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the inadequate grant to the 
University and other non-Government schools)." 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: "That the demand of 
Rs. 1,07,79,000 under the head ‘31 — Education — Transferred’ be re- 
duced by Re. 1 (to disapprove the policy of grant for not providing 
Arabic, Persian and Urdu teachers in Government and aided girls' 
high schools and colleges in Bengal)." 


32 — Modi oaf. 

TH« Hovt’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 43,49,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “32 — 
Medical.” 

In moving this demand f may he permitted to mention that it is a 
matter of great satisfaction to the Ministry to ask the House to vote 
practically for an undiminished amount for medical relief in Bengal in 
spite of great financial stringency. The difference between the last 
year's demand and the next year’s is due almost entirely to cut in pay 
of the establishment and economies with regard to some minor items of 
expenditure which will not in any wav affect the efficiency of the 
medical institutions or accommodations in hospitals, or the quality of 
medical relief afforded. The expenditure in this department had 
increased by alwot 54 per rent, during the last ten years in order to 
cope, as far as possible, with the increasing demand on our hospitals, 
especially in Calcutta, to provide for the higher standard of treatment 
and for training of a larger number of qualified medical men. The 
budget estimate of the year 1920-21 was Us. 37,10,000, in the year 
1931-32 it was Rs. 56,75,000 ^nd Rs. 51,80,000 next year. It has 
steadily increased since 1920, but extreme financial stringency has 
checked farther expansion of the activities of the department. Of the 
total reduction of Rs. 4,95,000, Rs. 1,00,000 was for the Darjeeling 
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Victoria Hospital, which being just completed, no provision is necessary 
on this head. Of the balance Rs. 3,95,000, the reduction of Rs. 6,000 
under head “Sanctioned annual grants to hospitals'* is no real reduction 
at all, because Rs. 6,000 was provided for in the current year’s budget 
by mistake in entries in the list of expenditure and it is a mere 
correction. A saving of Rs. 1,750 under sub-head “Bhowanipore 
Mental Observation Ward” is due mainly to smaller pay of junior 
officers and measures of economy on some of the small items of 
expenditure. A saving of Rs. 66,000 has become possible in our 
contribution towards the cost of Ranchi Mental Hospital because of the 
smaller estimate made by the Government of Bihar and Orissa who are 
really responsible for the maintenance of this institution, and for 
framing its budget. There was room for retrenchment and the expendi- 
ture was reduced, but we have not in any way curtailed its activities, 
or in any way affected the usefulness of the institution. The whole of 
the balance ot Rs. 3,21,000 is due to 10 per cent . cut in pay and 15 
per rent, reduction of grade pay in the case of new entrants and other 
consequential reductions. The provisions for every other item of 
expenditure have been maintained as they were without any reduction 
whatsoever, such as “grant for rural dispensaries, leper asylums, 
Carmichael Medical College;” besides the capital grants of Rs. 1.00,000 
to Jatiya Ayurbijnyan Parishad, Its. 25,000 to Calcutta Medical School, 
Its. 22,000 for the unfiltered water-supply in the Presidency General 
Hospital and Rs. 1,00,000 for the construction of a medical school in 
Barisal. This amount is provided for in the Public Works Department 
budget . 

One important criticism that was levelled against this department 
by Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan l)utt was that the accommodation in 
Calcutta hospitals was inadequate. I can quote certain figures which 
will conclusively show that it may be a fact that we have not got as 
many beds ns we require. Government, have not been neglectful of 
their duties; as a matter of fact during the last four years the number 
of beds in Calcutta hospitals has increased by about 595, but the total 
number of patients have increased by about 6,000. The House will 
thus realise how difficult it is for us to keep pace with the demand for 
admission to our hospitals. Calcutta is a cosmopolitan city, and we 
have to provide accommodation for people not in Calcutta alone, but 
coming from all parts of the country for treatment to Calcutta, and 
they all want accommodation in our hospitals here. So I hope the 
House will realise that our need for a larger number of beds is more 
•erious than it is thought to be, and it can only be met if members of 
the public would come forward with more generous contribution, or if 
larger sources of revenue are placed at the disposal of Government. 
Otherwise, with our present resources, it is hardly possible to undertake 
work of this kind. 



DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 


609 


P' 

mi 

With these few words, I place my demand before this House. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mu MTISH CHANDRA RAY CMOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs. 1,53,000 under the head ‘32 A — Medical establishments 
— Civil Surgeons’ be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the advisability of 
appointing competent and qualified officers preferably Indians in 
important districts).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Re. 4,33,000 
under the head ‘32A — Medical establishment — District Medical estab- 
lishment’ bo reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion regarding the 
non -appointment of graduates and licentiates of the non -Government 
medical institutions in the services of the Government and the 
inadequate pay and emoluments of t he Sub-Assistant Surgeons).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs, 4,33,000 
under the head ‘32A — Medical establishment — District Medical estab- 
lishment’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy followed in 
making appointments in the Bengal Medical Service cadre and to draw 
attention to the injustice done to qualified Muslim candidates for such 
appointment).” 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,33,000 under the head '32A— Medical establishment— District 
Medical establishment’ be reduced bv Rs. 100 (to draw the attention 
of the Government to the desirability tor the appointment of the 
candidates of the backward classes as Assistant Surgeons and Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons).” 

Hiji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,33,000 under the bead 4 32 A — -Medical establishment’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that there is at present only 
one Sub- Assistant Surgeon in the subdivision of Cox’s Bazar and that 
an Assistant Surgeon !>e appointed in his place).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU6UFJI: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 5,47,000 under the head “32A — Medical establishment” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (proper representation of Mussalmaus in the 
medical service). 

My object in moving this motion is to point out to the Government 
as well as to the members of this House, the paucity of Mussalmans in 
the Medical Service. There was a time when Mussalmaus as a body 
did not very much go for the study of medicine, but nowadays, there 
are qualified Mussulmans available, and it is just in the fitness of time 
that there should be proper representation of the Mussalman community 
iu the Medical Sendee. If we look at the Civil List, we find that there 
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are very few Mussalmans who hold appointments, provincial or sub- 
ordinate, under Government; so my object is to draw the attention of 
Government to the above fact, so that Government may pay more 
attention to the claim of the Mussalmans so far as the Medical Service 
is concerned. 

With these few words, I commend ray motion to the House. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDD1N KHAN: I w T ant to say just a few* words. 
It is said that so far as recruitment is concerned in this department, a 
policy is followed which is very different from the policy followed in 
the recruitment in other important services. In the Provincial 
Executive Service, for example, recruitment is mad* once a year; so 
also in other important services. Rut so far as the Medical Service is 
concerned, recruitment is made twice or thrice a year and about four 
appointments are made at a time, and naturally Mussalmans cannot be 
taken in adequate number on account of this method of recruitment. 
I do not know why this policy is followed in this department. I hope 
the Hon ’hie Minister will kindly look into this matter, and see that 
the claims of Mussalmans are not defeated in future by following such 
devise. I do not know if this is actually the method of recruitment 
for this service; if it is, then it requires revision. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: I beg to move that the demand of 
Ifs. 5,47,000 under the head “82A — Medical establishment” be reduced 
by Ks. 100 (want of proper provision for the appointment of the 
candidates belonging to the backward classes as enumerated on page 
189, Part I, of the Calcutta University Commission Report). 

Sir, 1 would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the 
want of any provision for the appointment of candidates of the depressed, 
oppressed, or backward classes, as you would like to call them, and 
as enumerated on page 189, Part I, of the Calcutta University Com- 
mission's Report, and as adopted, to say, in the words of the Hon’ble 
Sir Hugh Stephenson, tor all practical purposes. The hon’ble friends 
of mine who are tired of eommunulism, will pardon me for bringing 
this motion of mine; it may be a question of comnmnalism, but it is 
not a quest iou of favouritism. When, the othei day, my friend Mr. Bal 
was criticising the policy of the Government for not appointing any 
candidates of the backward classes in the office of the Private Secretary 
to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, Mr. Jitendralal Banner jee, 
out of sympathy with these unfortunate people of Bengal, could not 
support it, because it was too low. To-day out of love and affection 
what he says, I. am yet to see. 

Leaving Mr. Banperjee and those of his way of thinking aside, and 
leaving aside the small assurances and petty promises of the past, 
promises that appear to have become time-barred iu practice and in 
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action > I will come to the fullest assurance and the very sympathetic 
consideration given by the Hon'ble Minister, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh 
Roy, in this very House and on this very door. On behalf of 
11 millions of the people of Bengal, I ask him to-day what he has done 
as a matter of policy with regard to these 11 millions of people, and 
whether he has done anything in the departments under him. Within 
a short time, five appointments will be made in the Bengal Medical 
Service, and I do not know whether the Minister has done anything in 
this connection in respect of the backward classes of Bengal, and 
whether he has issued any instructions to the officers concerned. The 
other day, I had been to see Mr. Coppinger, and he told me that there 
was no provision for the backward classes in connec tion with the matter 
of appointments. Then. Sir, I went to the Minister, who was pleased 
to say that there is u rule for the appointment of bac kward classes. 

Without any fear of contradiction, I can suy in this House that 
although there is the rule, it is followed more in its breach than in 
its observance. 

With these few words, I beg to commend my motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Mr. Eusufji has 
compluined about the number of Muhammuduu appointments in the 
Medical Service, (government is always prepared to consider the claims 
of the Muhammadans, and have never overlooked them. As a 
matter of fac t, in 192f>, this Government issued a circular that 33 1/d 
per ant. of the appointments should he reserved for Muhammiulans, and 
that circular has been followed. During the last five years, 37 appoint- 
ments were made to the Bengal Medical Service*, ami out of that 13 
appointments Mere given to the Muhammadans. I do not think there 
can be any room for complaint. 

So also with regard to the backward classes, Government is always 
prepared to welcome well-informed criticism, but I am afraid Mr. Ray 
has levelled certain charges aguinst the department without proper 
information. Government have framed rules, by which they have laid 
down that if qualified backward class candidates are available, and 

Mr* B. C. CHATTERS EE: What is the meaning of “qualified 
backward classes”? How can a man be both backward and qualified? 

6-46 p.m. 

Tilt HaftHtf* Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If they cannot 
compete with other candidates, then Government will nominate 
candidates from the backward classes and give them a share in the 
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public service. Only the other day, Sir, two Buddhists who claimed 
themselves. as members of backward classes were given two appoint- 
ments in the Bengal Medical Service. The list of the Calcutta 
University Commission Report is not a complete list of backward classes 
and we have a fuller list enumerating all the backward classes in Bengal 
and we follow that list. So I do not think there is any room for any 
complaints from the backward classes that their claims are not 
considered properly. 

The motions of Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji and Babu 
Amulyadhan Ray were then, hy leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


K«xi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 0,47, 000 under the head “32 A — Medical establishment” be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to discuss the policy of Government towards the establish- 
ment). 

Sir, I fully realise the helplessness of the Hon’ble Minister in this 
direction. He must cut his coat according to his cloth. But I do not 
understand the view-point of the Government. The Government think 
that their responsibility ceases as soon as ' they have started some 
medicul schools and colleges ami some hospitals and other establish- 
ments of that kind in the big towns and cities. But they forget that 
there are a good deal of people that really need relief in this direction. 
Government do not see their way to minister to their needs, hut they 
only open the doors to those persons that can afford themselves to have 
medical assistance without the help of the Government. The Govern- 
ment ought to have started schools and colleges in the rural areas, they 
ought to have met the needs of the rurul people first and after having 
served them, if they could afford, they could open the doors of relief 
to those people who are rather better off. But Government are 
administering the needs of those j>eople that can do without Govern- 
ment help and they leave the unfortunate people in rural areas to their 
sad lot. If the Hon’ble Minister cares to go to the villages and makes 
himself accessible to the village people, there he will find for himself a 
number of people who die from want of any medical treatment whatso- 
ever. They do not even get a drop of medicine in the mufoital and 
they have not sufficient funds to approach medical men at their own 
expense; thus they die without any medicine and without any medical 
help. So the duty of the Government ought to have been to alleviate 
the condition of these people in the matter of medical relief, but 
Government have not done this and for this I hope I can sincerely 
appeal to the Holi’ble Minister in charge of the Medical Department to 
see his way that these people do not suffer from want of medical relief* 
With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 
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Hi Han't* Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I sometimes could 


not exactly follow the arguments of my friend. He said that the 
Government were satisfied by only establishing medical schools and 
colleges. These medical schools as a matter of fact were meant to train 
qualified medical men for the mufassal. The medical schools turn out 
now about 450 qualified medical men every year; it is expected that 
after being trained at public expense, they will go and settle in the 
villages and give proper qualified medical help to the rural people in 
need. So Government is not at all neglectful of the interest of the 
people in rural areas. Besides that, Sir, Government contribute 
regularly to the rural dispensaries, l mean, thann dispensaries. When 
a thnna dispensary is opened in the rural area Government makes a 
contribution of Rs. 250 towards its maintenance and Rs. 500 when ill 
sadar; the total expenditure of Government under this head is 
Rs. 87,000; the full amount has been provided for in next year's 
budget. The provision has been kept in tact ; so I do not exactly 
follow what are the grounds of complaint. With these few words, Sir, 
I oppose this motion. 

The motion of Knzi Emdadul Iloque was then put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 


Maulvi ABUL KASEM: “That the demand of Rs. 15,45,000 under 
the head ‘32B — Hospitals and dispensaries — Presidency hospitals and 
dispensaries' he reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the neglect 
of patients in the Eden Hospital by the subordinate staff).” 


Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,32,000 under the head ‘32B — Hospitals and dispensaries — 
Mufassal hospitals and dispensaries’ be reduced by Rs. 500 (necessity 
of establishing more hospitals and dispensaries in rural areas).” 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : “That the 
demand of Rs. 3,32,000 under the head 4 32B — Mu fas sal hospitals and 
dispensaries’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the present 
condition of the Mymensingh Surjnkanta Hospital).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: “That the demand of Rs. 2,77,200 
under the head ‘32B — Hospitals and dispensaries — Grants to hospital* 
and dispensaries* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (insufficient supply of 
medicines in charitable dispensaries).” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,79,000 under the head “32B — Hospitals and dispensaries” be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss about the feasibility of serving the village 
people mote widely). 

Here also. Sir, I have got some complaint against the Government 
to make which is this: Government on no account give effect to our 
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desire. We have always been complaining to the Government that they 
ought to serve the village people first and 1 say the question of funds 
would not stand in the way. They have as a matter of fact started 
some dispensaries and hospitals in the tadur towns and thana head- 
quarters and so forth. These dispensaries no doubt serve certain 
patients near by, but they cannot serve all the people in the thanas . 
But, Sir, with far less cost and with far less establishment charges, 
they can serve a greater number of people if they follow our advice. 
We have always been asking Government to establish in village areas 
some Homeopathic dispensaries which con be run at a very small 
expenditure. Of course if they adopt this procedure on our advice, if 
they go on starting Homeopathic dispensaries throughout the district, 
the needs of the whole of the province would have been met and the 
greatest number of people would have been treated at an expense 
which would never have exceeded the amount which the Government 
are spending on Allopathic dispensaries. The village people who do 
not get any medical relief now will get relief if such dispensaries are 
located in the interior village areas. If the Hon'ble Minister cares to 
go to the villages and take statements of the people there, he will find 
how many people there are suffering and what percentage of them is 
getting medical relief in the medical dispensaries started in the thana s 
and subdivisional headquarters. Surely a very small perc entage of the 
inhabitants of the village areas can get relief in those institutions. So, 
if Government cares to start Homeopathic' hospitals and dispensaries, 
they can serve a much larger number of patients of Bengal with half the 
amount that is now being spent on the distric t and thana headquarters 
dispensaries. May I, therefore, appeal to the Hon'ble Minister to try 
to influence Government to accept the, policy of establishing Homeo- 
pathic: dispensaries — the cheapest sort of remedy which may he made 
available to the village people throughout the distric ts, and if he takes 
the initiative in the matter before he leaves his offic e, he will certainly 
earn the gratitude of a large numl>er of poor rural people of Bengal. 
With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

ftabtl SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to support the motion of 
Bay friend Kaxi Emdadui Hoque. It is well known that in the 
mvfaital villages people do not get necessary medical help and most of 
the hospitals which are run by the local authorities are also in want of 
funds. I hope with a better financial outlook the Hon'ble Minister 
will see his way to provide these dispensaries and hospitals with more 
funds. * 

Sir LANCELOT TRAVERS: Sir, I should like to say a word about 
this motion. First of all a considerable increase of medical attention 
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to the people in rural areas has been provided by the Central Govern- 
meat in the form of medical schools and health circles. Now, Sir, the 
mover s motion is perfectly correct in that there it an enormous amount 
of work yet to be done in this direction. But, Sir, surely it is not 
possible that the Central Government can attend to this matter. It is 
first of all a matter for the district board, secondly it is a matter for tbe 
union board and lastly a matter for voluntary effort. In Western 
countries, Sir, all this sort of work is done by voluntary effort in villages 
and mufatml towns. I think members of this Council would like to 
see associations formed with the object of directing voluntary effort and 
to bring more help in matters of medical relief and attendance to the 
people in the rural areas. But, Sir, that cannot be done by the 
Central Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir Lancelot 
Travers has said exactly what I intended to say on this subject. This 
motion is practically identical with the motion No. 901 and my reply 
is also to be on the same lines. There are the tharui dispensaries and 
whenever a thuna dispensary is started in the rural area Government 
make a contribution of Rs. 250 towards its maintenance. Besides this. 
Sir, the main object of having so many medical schools is to train more 
qualified medical men who will go and settle in the villages and supply 
qualified but at the same time cheap medical help to the people in the 
rural areas, and this policy bus been followed with satisfactory results 
for the last few years. I do not exactly follow what the mover meutts 
by saying that the Government are neglecting the rural people. They 
are not. A very large portion of the Government expenditure under 
the head “Medical” is spent in the mufaxxal. As Mr. Roy has pointed 
out that hospitals and dispensaries started by the local bodies are 
feeling want of funds. It is for the local bodies to come to their rescue. 
They cannot expect the Government to supply funds to these institu- 
tions. What are the district l>oards and the municipalities iurY It is 
a notorious fact that most of the municipalities are reluctant to pay 
their contribution to the xadar hospitals. Their proportion of contribu- 
tion was fixed several years ago and they have not increased it in 
proportion to tbe increase of expenditure in these hospitals. If 
Mr. Roy and others will exert tiieir influence over these local bodies and 
see that more money is spent by these bodies on the xtular hospitals 
much good will be done. 

The motion of Kaxi Kmdadul Hoque was then put and lost. 


Adj oun mm rt . 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 30th 
March, 1032, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proowdings of tho Bengal LogWatiw Counoil ooooiwMod undor tho 
provision* of Nit Covammont of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 30th March, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


P meant : 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhuei, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 109 nominated 
and elected members. 


Obituary Referenoe, 

Vh. PRESIDENT: It is with great regret that I have to refer to the 
death of Mr. W. H. Arden-Wood who was a member of the Bengal 
Legislative Council from 1917 to 1920. He died in London on the 23rd 
instant at the ripe age of 74. He Bpent the major portion of his active life 

an educationist in India and was Principal of La Martiniere College 
till 1920. He took a promient part in the affairs in the city of Calcutta 
as Municipal Commissioner, member of the Calcutta University Syndi- 
cate and Examiner, and President of the European and Anglo-Indian 
Associations. He was created a C.I.E. in 1913. I am sure that mem- 
bers will desire that a message of their sympathy should he conveyed to 
bis relatives. 

I would now ask you, gentlemen, to signify your assent by kindly 
rising in your places. 

<The members having risen in their places.) 

PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will 
please take the necessary action. 


Starred Quartans 

(to which oral anawort wort givon). 

Outbreak of malaria in oartain viHagat of Mymenaingh. 

M74. Baba tATItH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs (a) Witt 
the Hon 1 hie Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(0 whether his attention has been drawn to the serious outbreak 
of malaria in villages Nilakhi, Pirijpur, Joaria, Konapara 
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and Sararchar, etc., within the union boards of Sararchar 
and Pirijpur, police-station Bajitpur in the Kishoreg&nj sub- 
division of the Mymensingh district; 

(u) whether it is a fact that the outbreak which began about July 
last is still continuing in great virulence and is spreading; 
(m) whether it is a fact that in three villages of Konapcura, Pirij- 
pur and Joaria alone there have been about 400 deaths in 
the course of November and December; and 

(iv) what is the number of deaths due to fever in the aforesaid 
villages, namely, Nilakhi, Pirijpur, Jonriu, Konapara, Sarar- 
char, village by village, from July to December, 1931 ? 


( b ) Is it a fact that in many cases deaths took place on the third 
and fifth days from the attack? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the house of one Abdul Soban of Nilakhi as 
many as eleven deaths occurred in the course of a month? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister b© pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the months ot October, November and Decem- 
ber last — 

(0 the number of average daily attendance of fever cases at the 
Sarat Chandra Charitable Dispensary, Sararchar (District 
Board Dispensary), within the affected area; and 

(it) the quantity of quinine supplied by — 

(1) the district board, 

(2) the Go\ernment 

to the said dispensary for distribution? 

(e) Is there any reason to suppose that the inadequate supply of 
quinine was partly responsible for the heavy mortality? 

(/) Is it a fact that a doctor was specially deputed by the district 
board to the affected area? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleaded to state — 

(t) how many cases were dealt with by him; 

(«) how long he worked there; and 

(tii) what supply of quinine was received by him from the district 
board or the Government? 

(h) What steps do the Government intend to take — 

(i) to discover the causes of this sudden outbreak; 
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(it) to discover the nature of the fever and the nature of the 
epidemic; and 

(in) to tight out and eradicate the disease and to stop its further 
progress? 

(t) Do the Government propose to include the area in the proposed 
malaria survey? 

MINISTER in ohtrgft of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’bfe Mr. Bijoy Prated Singh Roy): (a) ( i ) Yes. 

(ft) It is reported that the epidemic is now subsiding. 

(tit) The Assistant Surgeon deputed to this area reports that 87 
deaths from fever occurred in these three villages some of which were 
probably due to other causes than malaria. 

(tv) A statement is laid on the table. 

\h) A few cases which were either of the cerebral or algid type 
of malaria, or relapsing cases where death was due to under-current 
disease died quickly. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) (t) A statement is laid on the table. 

(it) As regards the district board supply see {<j) (tit). No direct 
allotments are made by Government to union boards. 

(e) It is always possible that had quinine been available and con- 
sumed on a larger scale the epidemic might have been more restricted, 
but it is difficult to establish direct relation between the figures for 
mortality, and the consumption of quinine. 

(/) Yes. 

( g ) (t) 1,204 cases. 

(it) Two months. 

(tit) The following allotments of quinine were made to this area by 
the district boardV— 

Quinine Sulphate. 

Special Doctor ... I lb. 8 os. 

Private Agency ... 2 lb. 2 oz. 

Sanitary Inspector — Pills (Febrifuge) ... 4 lb. 1 os. 

(A) and (i) Reference is invited to the report of the Assistant Sur- 
geon, Public Health Department, of appendix to the reply to a question 
on this subject frt this meeting about this area. 

The epidemic is in the opinion of the Director of Public Health 
attributable to an increase in breeding places caused by the excava- 
tion of local khalt combined with the effects of the economic distress. 
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Action against malaria in a localised part of a subdivision is primarily 
for the health authorities of the district board. Government agree, 
howver, that in view of the severity of the epidemic in these unions 
a farther survey of local conditions is desirable, and will request the 
Director of Public Health to have this made. It may l>e mentioned 
that the President of the Pin j pur union board has written to express 
his appreciation of the assistance given by the Public Health Deport- 
ment. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) (»r) of starred question 
No. 174 of deaths from July to December , 1931. 


Village. 

July. 

Aug- 

ust. 

Sep- 

tember. 



Dooem- 

ber. 

Total. 

Sar&rchar 

Nil 

, 

Nil 

i 

4 

4 

13 

22 

Nilakhi 

o 

3 

3 

Nil 

7 

25 

40 

Joaria 

Nil 

Nil 

0 

2 

7 

10 

34 

Pirijpur and Konapara 

4 

3 ! 
1 

10 

Nil 

22 

42 

81 


Statement referred to in the answer to danse (d) of starred question 

No. 174. 


Daily dispensary attendance. 


Months. 

Now 

malaria 

cases. 

Daily 

averages. 

Total 

daily 

averages. 

October 

440 

14 2 

41 '6 

November 

504 

16 

64 ft 

December 

277 

9 

30*3 


Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWOHURYl Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if there is an apprehension of any 
fresh outbreak with the advent of the rains according to the report P 

Tha Hatt’Ma Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINDH ROYS I want notice. 

Mr. NARCNORA KUMAR BASUt Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaaed to state what is meant by the word ‘ ‘under-current” P 
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The Han’ We Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl The word 

“under-current” is a misprint for “incurrent.” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: What, again, is the meaning 
of the word “in-currentP” 

The Hon'We Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Disease going 
on at the same time. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that in some partB of the district of Mymensingh there is an 
epidemic of malaria of a very bad type? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
contemplating any research work being undertaken with regard to these 
outbreaks? 

Tbo Hon’We Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: We are asking 
the Director of Public Health to make a further surrey. 

Rai Bahodur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: With reference to answer 
(«) may I inquire why quinine was not available? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is a fixed 
grant for quinine and it is distributed through the District Magistrates. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Do I understand that the 
people of India do not get adequate quantities of quinine necessary for 
diseases being properly treated? 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: May I know if it is not a fact that 
at present there is a large stock of quinine at the disposal of Govern- 
ment? 

Tbo HofPbla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: May I know what is the unspent 
amount of quinine in Government stock? 

Tbo Htft’blo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 would like to 
know. Sir, what the member means by the word “unspent.'' 

MMltvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: I mean quinine that has not been 
used and is still in stock. 
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Hi Hon’Wt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl I cannot say. 


Matalvi SY1D MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to try to distribute proper quantities of quinine to malaria* 
affected areas? 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS Free of charge! 

Sir LANCELOT TRAVERS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to inform the House whether the Public Health Department has any 
organisation by which epidemics of this description can be quickly 
reported to Government? 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, there is. 

Commissions and court guardianships given to Muhammadan 
pleaders in BakarganJ. 

•175. Maulvi ABDUL GHANI CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 

Hon’bie Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the number of commissions tor local inquiry or to take down 
the evidence of witnesses issued; and 
(H) the number of court guardians appointed 
during the years 1930 and 1931 separately iu the civil courts of Darisal, 
Patuakhali, Bhnla and Pirojpur in the district of Bakarganj? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member In* pleased to state the number of 
such commissions and court guardianships given to Muhammadan 
junior pleaders of the abovenamed places? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HeiPM* 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) and (6) A statement is placed on the table. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clauses (a) and (b) of starred 
question No. 175. 

{a) U) 

COMHltfflOVS. 

1930 . 1931 . 

“ 306 142 

26 8 

37 29 

73 61 


Patuakhali 


Pirojpur 
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«72 


Court Guabdxans. 

1030. 1031. 

115 112 

..317 480 

721 838 

07 129 

<b) 

mo. 

Commia- Court 
sions. Guardian - 
ships. 

Bariaal 
Patuakhali 
Bhola 
Pirojpur 


Barisal 
Patuakhali 
Bhola 
Pirojpur 

Presidency College, Calcutta. 

•17®. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased lo state whether it is a fact 

(i) that the headship of the department of Economics in the Presi- 
dency College fell vacant recently owing to the retirement 
of Sir Jehnngir Coyajee; and 

{it) that tlie headship of the department of History in this college 
will also full vacant shortly owing to the impending retire- 
ment of Professor Santosh Kumar Chatterjee? 

(ft) Is it a feet thut the University Inspectors of Colleges in their 
report on the Presidency College in 1931 — 

(t) expressed grave concern at the lowering of the standard of the 
Presidency College due to the retirement or transfer of a 
number of distinguished professors of the college during the 
last two years or so; and 

(it) recorded their opinion that this premier college ity the province 
should be manned by only the best and the most experienced 
cdficers in the service? 

(c) If the answer to (It) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, dc 
the Government contemplate taking in the matter? 


4 38 

9 225 

11 18 

1931. 

..6 6 

77 

5 247 

4 21 


<*> 


Barisal 

Patuakhali 

Bhola 

Pirojpur 
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MINISTER in 
l l iMMt Mr. KImn4« 

(4) (i) and (ii) Yes. 


tf EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 0 » 

(a) (*) and (n) Yea. 


(e) The recruitment of first class teachers for the Economics and 
Histoiy Deportments of the Presidency College is now under considera- 
tion and applications for the posts have been invited. Government 
however are not prepared to agree that Junior teachers are necessarily 
less efficient or that the Presidency College should have a monopoly of 
the best officers to the exclusion of the m u fas ml colleges. 


Present Land Acquisition Offloor, Alipore. 

•177. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: («) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Rai Bahadur Jamini Mohan Ghosh has 
been posted as Special Land Acquisition Officer of the 24-Parganas at 
Alipore for the last 5 years and 7 months ? 

(b) Is it usual for the Executive and Judicial Officers of the 
Government to he posted at one place for such a length of time? 

(c) If tlie answer to (b) is iu the negative, what are the special 
circumstances that have led to the exception in the present case? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon' bis 
Bir B. B. ChoSS) fa) He was Second Land Acquisition Officer at 
Alipore from July, 192li, to February, 1927, and hus been First Land 
Acquisition Officer, Alipore, since February, 1927. 

(b) No, but there is no rule against it, and in some cases land 
acquisition officers have been posted at one place for a much longer 
time. 

(c) It was considered desirable that the work of land acquisition 
for the Calcutta Chord Railway should be completed by the officer. 
Further, for reasons of economy unnecessary transfers are not being 

made. 


Mb JITENDRALAL BANNERJEEs Is it not a fact that land 
acquisition work in connection with the Calcutta Chord Railway has 
been long finished ? 

The HffPble Bir B. B. CHOSE t I ask for notice. 


13 
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Mailfi fYED MAJID BAflCSMs Will the Hon’ble Member l 
pleased to tell us whether any officer under his department has bee 
transferred during the last 5 years? 

lift PRESIDENTS I do not allow that question. 

Mmtvi EYED MAJID BAKEH: My next question wiH be 

Mr. PRESIDENTS 1 cannot anticipate what your next question wil 
be. 

Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKEH* My question is whether within thi 
last 6 years and 7 months any officers have been transferred from hi 
department ? 

(No reply.) 


Number of holidays for Muslim festivals. 

*178. Khan Bahadur MUtfAMMACi ABDUL MOMIN: (a) Witfi 
reference to the reply given to starred question No. 23 at the Council 
Meeting held on the 4th February, 1932, will the Hon’ble Membei 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether 
any decision has been arrived at on the question of allotment of a fair 
number of holidays (particularly non- Act holidays) for Muslim 
religious festivals? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what is that decision? 

(c) If there is no decision as yet, — 

(%) what are the reasons for the delay; 

(«) when do the Government expect to arrive at a decision? 

MEMSEA in oharg. of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (th« Hftn’M. 
Mr. A. Marr): („) No. 

(») met not arise. 

(c) (t) Pressure of work. 

(it) The question is complicated and no definite date can be given. 

Rti KEENAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the allotment referred to in this 
question is proposed to be made by reducing the number of holidays 
already allotted for Hindu religious festivals? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. MARR: I cannot possibly anticipate the deci- 
sion of Government. 
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Mpthri 8YED MAJID 8AK8H: U it not a fact that an assurance 
has already been given that such arrangements will b? made in a short 
time? 


Tke Hon’kle Mr, A. MARA: No. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: As regards answer (r) (?) — pressure 
of work — is it not a part of the work which the Member has to doP 


TIN Hon’bl. Mr. A. MARS: No; it it. dearly due to the hon'bl# 
members of the Council here. 


Maulvi EYED MAJID 6AK8H: If pressure of work is not included 
m the ordinary work, may I inquire why other departments are not 
pressed down for work? 

(No reply.) 


cpraemro oocurii 

•178. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINl (a) Will 

the Hon 'Me Minister in charge of the l/ocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment lie pleaded to state — 

(?) the total number of epidemic doctors employed at present in 
the province under the Public Health Department ; 

(??) the scale of their salaries; and 

(in) whether there is any scheme for the improvement of their 
status? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (tit) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the scheme and when is it likely 
to be given elfeet to? 


Tha Hovt’klt Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY* (a) <i) and 

(tt) The question presumably refers to the temporary field establish- 
ment of the Director of Public Health, a statement of which is laid on 
the table. 

(m) This has been considered in the past, but all proposals for 
in crea se d expenditure on this service are at present in abeyance. 

(ft) Does m irise. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) (t) and (it) of 
starred question No. 179. 

Three Assistant Surgeons at Rs. 260 per mensem. 

Nineteen Sub- Assistant Surgeons at Rs. 100 per mensem. 

Zilla schools. 

•180. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of zilla schools in the province; 

(it) the names of the towns where they are situated ; 

(Hi) the amount annually spent from the provincial revenue towards 
their maintenance? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
object with which the ztlla schools were started in the beginning is 
still kept in view in the present conditions? 

(c) How many of the first ten successful boys in each year during 
the last decade were boys from the zilla schools? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing (7) aided, and (2) non-aided schools other than the 
zilla schools in the province? 


The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t), (ii) and (tit) 
A statement is placed on the table. 

(6) Tb© object is still kept in view. 


(c) 1923 ... 1 

1925 ... 3 

1926 ... 1 

1927 ... 1 

1928 ... 1 

1930 ... 1 


(d) A copy of the list of high schools and colleges in Bengal 
corrected up to 31st December, 1930, is placed on the library table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 
No. 180 , showing the amount spent from provincial revenues on the 
maintenance of zilla schools in 1930-31. 


Re. 


I. 

Jessore Zilla School 

... 19,467 

2. 

Khulna Zilla School 

... 21,849 

3. 

Bankura Zilla School 

... 21,990 

4. 

Birbhum Zilla School 

... 22,668 

6. 

Howrah Zilla School 

... 22,168 

6. 

Barisal Zilla School 

... 34,784 

7. 

Faridpur Zilla School 

... 21,763 

8. 

Mymensingh Zilla School 

.. 30,443 

9. 

Noakhnli It. K. Zilla School 

... 20,872 

10. 

Comilla Zilla School 

... 31.171 

11. 

Bogra Zilla School 

... 23,641 

12. 

Dinajpur Zilla School 

... 27,660 

13. 

Jalpaiguri Zilla School 

... 18,766 

14. 

Malda Zilla School 

... 27,619 

16. 

Pabna Zilla School 

... 29,789 

16. 

Itangpur Zilla School 

... 26,341 


Total 

... 4,00,780 


8-15 p.m. 

tabu SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Will the Hon'bl* Miimtei be 
pleased to state with reference to (h) whether the objec t kept in view has 
been attained J* 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Steamer communication to Tangail. 

MSI. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdl: (a) I* the 

Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department aware — 

(*) that on account of the shallowness of the river Jamuna the 
steamer station at Porabari in the Tangail subdivision has, 
of late, been shifted some 7/8 miles from its previous site 
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to a newly-formed sandy char land inconvenient for the 
purpose of a station; and 

(it) that owing to the aforesaid removal of the Porabari steamer 
station the journey between Tangail and Porabari has 
become more tedious and more difficult and more expensive 
than before? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government propose to take early steps for the improvement of the 
Tangail-Porabari-Charabari-Sirajganj communication P 

MEtyPER in oharge of MARINE ppppRTMEHJ (the Hon’Mo 
Mr. A. Mprr): (a) (i) and (ff) Yes. In ordinary circumstances there 
are two routes into Tangail ; by one passengers disembark at Porabari, 
proceed overland to Chora bari, ferry the Oharabari river and go to 
Tangail by road. Bv th,* other passengers disembark at Sirajganj, join 
the feeder steamer to Charabari and from there proceed overland. 
During last rains a feeder steamer service was maintained to Tangail. 

This season due to abnormal river conditions the channel to Chara- 
bari closed on 19th November, 1931. This closed down one route. 
Now, owing to conditions on the main river above Porabari, the 
ghat has had to be moved up about 2 or 3 miles as the channels leading 
to Porabari silted up. 

(h) The matter is under consideration. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the 
Hon ble Meinl>er l>c pleused to stale whether steps are being taken to 
improve the condition of this river? 

Tha Hon'Mt Mr. A. MARR: The matter is under the consideration 
of my Hon 'hie colleague, the Member in charge of the Irrigation 
Department. 


Hill axodua. 

M82. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: (a) Is the 

Hon* hie Member in charge of the Political Department aware that 
there is a strong feeling prevailing in the country against the huge 
expenditure of public money incurred every year in connection with 
the hill exodus of Government? 

(b) Are Government considering the desirability of discontinuing the 
practice of the exodus iu view of the present financial stringency, when 
the Government have tyken the extreme measure of curtailing the pay 
of even the permanent incumbents in various services? 
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MEMBER in of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (thi HoiPMo 

Mr. W. D. R. Prtnticn): (<i) and (h) The member is referred to the 
etatement made in the Council on 17th March, 1932, by the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Finance Department. 

Arrangement in piece of ft yiot e nr fAPTfUnff FtafROt DffMtRMRtf 
Budget branch. 

Dr. 'JQCjENPJtA CHANDRA CHAUDHURIl (<i) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance Deportment be pleased to 
state what arrangements have been made in place of the Assistant 
Secretary of the Finance Department (Budget Section) P 

( b ) Is it a fact that the Registrar has been superseded by u junior 
assistant? 

(c) Is it also a fact that a junior man has been promoted to act as 
Head Assistant superseding the claims of all senior officers? 

(d) What will be the additional cost of this arrangement? 

(e) What would have beeu the additional cost if ull the senior men 
had been promoted? 

(/) Wbo suggested this arrangement? 

( g ) Why was the post of Assistant Secretary not kept vacant as 
was done during the leave of the said Assistant Secretary? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e jdeasod to state whether sanction 
of Government us a whole was taken for this new expenditure? 

(i) If the answer to (//) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state why a departure was made in this connection? 

Th# Hcn’felc Mr. A. MARRs ia) Babu Eashipati Cl latterjee, Head 
Assistant, has l>een appointed to act ns Assistant Secretary and Babu 
Binayak Chandra Mukherjee, an Assistant, has been appointed to act 
as Head Assistant. 

(6) There was no question of supersession ; the head assistant, ia tbs 
budget branch was appointed to act. 

(c) Two senior assistants have been passed over. 

(d) About Rs. 607. 

<*) About Rs. 772. 

(f) The Secretary in the Department. 

ig) The post of Assistant Secretary could not be kept vacant on 
account of pressure of work during the budget season. 

(h) Yes! 

(i) Does not arise. 
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Corrtotion of ag» of University ftsidevits. 

M84. Maulvi ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURYs WiU the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
the procedure, if any, for the correction of age of the students reading 
under the Universities of Calcutta and Dacca? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The member is 
advised to apply to the Universities for the information he requires. 

Classification of prisoners. 

•188. Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be 
pleased to state whether the Local Government has issued any instruc- 
tions to the District and Special Magistrates with regard to the classifica- 
tion of the persons arrested or convicted for committing political 
offences P 

( b ) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to place a copy of those instruction* on the table? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Local Government has issued instructions to 
those officers to classify, almost all male prisoners in division CP 

( d ) Is it a fact that Babu Kamini Kumar Saha, b.l., a practising 
pleader of the Noakhali district bar, Babu Jatindra Lai Mukherji, b.a., 
and Babu Naresh Chandra Chowdhury, b.a., teachers of the Arun 
Chandra High English School, Babu Gnanendra Kumar Chowdhury, 
mukhtear, along with several other respectable residents of the Noakhali 
district have been placed in division III P 

(а) Is it not a fact that the status of some of those gentlemen was 
known to the trying Magistrate, Noakhali? 

(/) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member been drawn to the 
resolution passed by the Noakhali District Bar Association in its meet- 
ing held on the 22nd February last, to the effect that the classification 
of the persons convicted of political offences in this district has not been 
made in accordance with the true spirit of jail rules, and urging the 
Government to revise the classification in the cases referred top 

(#) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, have 
the Government taken in the matter? 

MEMBER In ohftfgt Of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (tt» 
Hflft’bte Sir B. B. Cheat)! (a) No. 

(б) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 
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(<) The four prisoners refused to take part in the proceedings of the 
coni! and did not furnish particulars entitling them to be placed in a 
higher class and the trying Magistrate had no option but to place them 
in division III. 

(«) Government* have no information, but it is reported that most of 
them declared themselves to he Congress workers. 

(/) and (g) Yes. As the trying Magistrates follow the revised rule 
in the Tail Code, Government do not think it necessary to take any fur- 
ther action in this matter. 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: With reference to 
answers (e), (/) and (g), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether under the revised rules of the Jail Code all Congress workers 
should be placed in division III? 


The Hon’ble 8ir B. B. CH08E: No. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to tell us whether th.* reason why those prisoners 
mentioned in question (d) have been placed in division III, was that 
they declared themselves to be Congress workers? 

Tlia Hon’ble 8ir B. B. CH08E: The answer is there in (d). The 
only reference to Congress workers is the description that they gave 
themselves. 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’hle 
Member be pleased to tell us whether the resolution passed by the 
Noakhali District Bar Association as referred to in question (/) contains 
a recommendation that these prisoners are entitled to be placed in 
division II? 


Tha Hon’bla Sir B. B. CH08E: I do not know. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: Under the Jail Code are 
the Magistrates in making their recommendation only to confine to the 
evidence before them and are they not free to make any inquiry apart 
from the proceedings in the court? 


Tbi Hau’blf Sir B. B. CHOSE: That is the Magistrate's business. 
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Liotnaee far cycling in Chittagong. 

MM, Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state— 

(i) the amount spent up to date on military and additional police 
in Chittagong; 

(it) the amount of punitive tax collected up to date and the amount 
still unrealised; and 

(m) the number of absconders of the Armoury Raid case arrested 
up to date and also the number still at large? 

(b) Is it a fact that cycling is prohibited in Chittagong without a 
license? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether licenses are refused to students who 
have to attend their colleges and schools from a distance? 

(d) What is the number of licenses granted to Muhammadan and 
Hindu non-officials? 

The Hon’Mc Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (i) Rs. 1,00,000 

approximately. 

(«) Of the cost of additional police levied under section 15 of the 
Police Act, a sum of Rs. 37,675 has been realised; a sum of Rs. 29,081 
remains to be realised. 

(*7«) One absconder has been arrested since December 1st, 1931- 
Seventeen are still at large. 

( b ) Yes, in pertain areas and for a limited period. 

(c) Government have no information : no complaints have been 
received from school authorities. 

(d) Muhammadan non-officials — 285; Hindu non-officials — 283. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With reference to answer (c), 
has Government received any complaint from anybody other than the 
school authorities? 

The tftn’Mi Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Government have not 
received any complaints at all. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: With regard to (a) (tit), 
can the Hon’ble Member give any idea of the number of persons who 
have been subjected to molestation on account of this? 
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Hit Hin^Me Mr. W. D. it. PRENTICE: I do not admit that there 
has been any molestation. 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to tell us the amount of money collected by granting 
licenses to Hindus and Muhammadans? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (Inaudible in the Report, 
ers’ gallery.) 

Mr. SYAMAPR08A0 MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state when he is expected to make the statement on the 
Chittagong incidents? 

Tilt HonHMt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Government hoped to be 
able to make a statement before the end of the session but owing to the 
complexity of the matter and the necessity for consultation with the 
Government of India, this has not been found to be possible. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: May I inquire whether the 
Hon’ble Member is prepared to lay on the table the correspondence 
which ha.s passed between the Government of Bengal and the Govern- 
ment of India? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Certainly not 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether the Government has decided not to make 
any statement on the Chittagong incident? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No: what they have decid- 
ed is exactly what I have read out. 


Classification of Professor iojoy K. ihattaoherjy of Howrah as 
division II prisoner. 

•187. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: (a) I« the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department aware — 

(») that Professor Bejoy K. Bhattacharjy, m.a., late Vice-Chairman 
and a sitting Commissioner of the Howrah Municipality, 
was convicted and classed by the trying Magistrate as a 
division I prisoner; and 

(it) theft the said prisoner is now in the Dum Dum Special Jail 
and has been transferred to division II? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
which led the authorities of the said jail to take this step? 

(<?) Are the Government considering the desirability of replacing the 
said prisoner in division I? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: (a) ( i ) and (it) Yes. 

(b) The status and manner of living of the prisoner not being high 
he was placed in division II during the last civil disobedience move- 
ment and following that precedent Government have placed him in divi- 
sion II on this occasion. 

(c) No. The question wdll be considered if the prisoner represents 
his case. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the prisoner was recommended to be placed 
in division II on a previous occasion by the trying Magistrate? 

The HonMHe Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am not aware of this. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the Magistrate in placing the prisoner in 
division I on this occasion hod pone into the question of his status? 

Th* HonMM. Sir B. B. CH08E: Probably yes. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is it not most unusual for 
Government to interfere with the recommendation of the trying Magis- 
trate? 

Tht Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Not always, hut it is sometimes 
done. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: What are the special facts 
which led the Government to interfere with the decision of the trying 
Magistrate? 

The Hon* Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer is there in (b). 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Doe* not the fact that he is 
a professor of a college and was the Vice-Chairman of a municipality 
entitle him to be placed in division 1 ? 


The HeiPble Sir B. B. CHOSE: That is a matter of opinion. 
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MOOKIR4II' Is it not a fact that persons 
lows® in status than this prisoner have been placed in division IP 

Tilt Hon’bJe Sir B. B. CHOSE: May l»e; I am not aware of that. 

Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BASU* Is there anything in the rules 
which precludes Government from taking into consideration the social 
status of a prisoner even if the prisoner mukes no representation P 

Tha Hoit’bie Sir B. B. CHOSE: There is nothing to preclude the 
Government from considering these matters; but this is generally not 
the practice. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Is it not a fact that under 
the Jail (ode the distinction between prisoners in divisions I and II is 
not a distinction of status hut of the nature of the offence P 

Tha Hoit’bie Sir B. B. CHOSE: The questioner may look into the 
Jail Code. 

Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: Will the Government in view of the 
economic depression consider the advisability of putting all prisoners in 
one division P 

Tha Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: That is more than 1 can say. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: May I know on whose 
advice the Government changed the recommendation of the trying 
Magistrate P 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer is in 

Interviews with the prisoners in the Dum Dum Special Jail. 

•18S. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the IWble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that relatives and friends of convicts in the Dum 
Dum Special Jail are not allowed interviews with the prisoners except 
through a partition wall of wire-netting that stands between the 
prisoner and the interviewer? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is a feeling 
amongst the prisoners over this measure and they have declined in a 
body to appear before the interviewer? 

(c) What steps, if any, have the Government taken to remove the 
grievance of the prisoners? 
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(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether informa- 
tion regarding refusal of interviews is conveyed to the intending inter- 
viewers before they actually undertake the journey up to the jails for the 
interview P 

Th# Hoft’bfe Sir B. B. CHOSE! (a) There is a partition of wire- 
netting but no wall. 

(b) Some of the prisoners refused interviews. 

(c) As the object of this arrangement is to prevent the passing of 
unauthorised articles into and out of the jail, Government do not pro- 
pose to take any action. 

(d) Applications are replied to as promptly as possible. 

kr. ISANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state if it is not a fact that only civil disobedience 
prisoners are kept in the Dum Dum Special Jail? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am not aware. 

Mr. IHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: T» he prepared to con- 
tradict if I say that only civil disobedience prisoners are confined 
there? 

The Hen’bte Sir B. B. CHOSE: I said I am not aware; I cannot 
affirm or contradict. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Is it a fact that only 
prisoners of high status are kept in divisions I and II? 

TM Hob* bid Sir B. S. CHOSE: According to the Jail Code. The 
member is referred to the Jail Code. 

Dr. AMUL^A NATAN &H0IE: With reference to answer (<?) will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to say if there is any possibility of 
unauthorised articles coming in and out of the jail? 

TlW Ho* 9 hi* Sir B. B. CHOSE: There is the answer: there is 
nothing to prevent this being done. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR bAIU: Can the Hon’ble Member give 
any instance of the passing of unauthorised articles during an interview 
with divisions I and II prisoners? 
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tm HM>Ma Sir S. S. CHOSE: This happen*) previously. All I 
can MO is that this may happen. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if any jail officer i« present at the time of interview? 


TM Hon’bte Sir S. S. CHOSE: Jail officers an* present. The 
interviews are given to tliree persons at the same time. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if no such thing happened, why is this precaution 
necessary ? 


The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: 1 will refer the member to some of 
the members who had been to the jail in question. 


Bengal Medical Servioe cadre. 

MSS. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL M6MIN: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(%) how many appointments were made in the Bengal Medical 
Service cadre during the last five years ; and 

fit) how many of these recruits were Muhammadans? 

(b) Is it a fact that these appointments are not made once every 
year as is done in the case of recruitment in the Bengal Civil Service 
and other higher services? 

(c) Is it U fact that these appointments are made twice or thrice 
every year? 

(£) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) the number of posts, if any, that are vacant at present ; and 
(it) the .method contemplated to be followed in filling up these 
vacaneietff 
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The Hon’bfe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl (a) (t) Thirty- 
eeren. 

(u) Eleven. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Appointments are made as vacancies occur. 

(<f) Recently there have been a number of special appointments 
occurring unexpectedly and these and death vacancies necessitate filling 
up the cadre at irregular intervals. 

(e) ( i ) Eight, of which four are permanent vacancies. 

(it) The vacancies are tilled after consulting the selection board in 
accordance with the Provincial Posts Recruitment Rules, a copy of 
which is placed on the library table. 


Babil AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the ITon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether a Selection Board lias been formed this vearP 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: There is a 
permanent Selection Board. 


Babil AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon 'Me Minister he pleased 
to state whether instruction has been given to the Selection Board for 
considering the claims of depressed class candidates P 


Tha Htft’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Such instructions 
are not necessary, because the Selection Board follow the Appointment 
Rules, which fully safeguard the interests of the backward classes. 


tabu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
<o say whether the eight vacancies mentioned in answer (s) ($) will be 
Riled up this year? 


Tha NaPhta Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yea. 



QUESTIONS. 


IlM BMir MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINl Will the Hon'bl* 
Minuter be pleased to state the proportion of appointments that will go 
to Muhammadans ? 


Tl» Hon’ We Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 33 and one-third 

per rent. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Does the Govern- 
inent propose to raise the proportion? 

Til* Hon'We Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Not at present. 

RRstilvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN! Will the llnn’hle Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer {<!), upart from death 
vacancies, what the practice is with regard to recruitment? 


The Hon'We Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Recruitment is 
made whenever vacancies occur. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Rouble Minister 
be pleased to give us an idea of the total number of applications received 
from Hindus and Muhammadans respectively ? 

Tha Hon'We Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; The total number 
of applications received for these eight vacancies is 180 of which I 
cannot say how many are from liiudus and how many from 
Muhammadans. 


Unotorrod Qoestiens 

(iMwan to whteh mrt laid on U» toWe). 

Malaria in Mymmingh. 

ST. Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether any report has been submitted by the 
doctors sent out by the Public Health Department for malaria duty in 
the villages within Sararchar and Pirijpur union boards, police-station 
Bajitpur in Mymeneingh, as regards the nature and extent of the 
disease and its incidence! 


44 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'bie 
Minister be pleased to lay a copy of the report on the table ? 

( c ) What action do the Government propose to take to check fur- 
ther progress of the disease and to eradicate it? 


The Hon’bla Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) and (/>) A 

copy of the report of the Assistant Surgeon, Public Health Depart- 
ment, deputed to visit these unions is laid on the table. 

(c) Reference is invited to the reply to clause ( h ) of a starred 
question on the same subject asked by the member at this meeting. 


Report referred to in the answer to clauses (a) and (b) of unstarred 
question No. 97. 


Malaria Survey Report or Sararchar and Pirijpur Unions. 

1. Spleen index. — The spleen census of the badlv-affected villages 
was taken and is shown below: — 


Villages. 



Percentages. 

Joar&t* 

98 

60 

71 *2 

Konapar* 

Nilakhi 

68 

116 

69 

86 

87 -8 

74 -8 

Total 

281 

206 

72 *9 


The number of one- finger spleen is greater than others. 

2. Parasite '*ikdex. — Twenty-eight films were taken from febrile 
cases and six from afebrile cases (but had fever previously). Result is 
shown Wow: — 


Cases. 

Number of 
slides 
examined. 

Malaria 

parasites 

found. 

Percentage. 

Febrile esses C , . . 

28 

S3 

82*2 

Afebrile oases 

• 

1 

18*8 

ToUl 

Si" 

Si 

70*8 
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OlM films were taken by the second week of January, 1932, at my 
first arrival here. 

3. Adult mot quito idt ntification. — Four hundred and seventeen 
adult moequitoee were examined ; out of which 384 A. fuliginosua, 26 A. 
barbtrostris, and 7- A. vagus were identified. 

4. Larva identification. — Almost all the tanks and bits of this 
area were searched and the following were collected and identified : 
(1) Larva* of A. barbirostris, and (2) A. fuliginosus. 

5. Rough sketch of the area. — The rough sketch of the affected 
area showing the recent physical changes in water channels is given 
herewith. This part of the land is uot flooded by river water. The 
only source is the rain. The area contains a number of hilt , khah and 
low lands which become overflooded by ruin water causing damages of 
rice cultivation. These Ini * and low lands have each some khalt 
(water channels for evacuation of its water, which, however, in the 
last few years were silted up. Last year during the dry season, these 
khalt were all re-excavated by the people ot the locality with the result 
that the water of the areas drained much more than in previous years 
and the cultivation of rice a bit improved. The eastern bank of the 
large Pabdadliar hil is more slop\ than the western hank which is 
rather more uneven. This might have given rise to a larger breeding 
area of the mosquitoes. 

6. Movement* of the people of the locality. — The population of the 
locality is almost stationary. Only a very minor part goes occasionally 
to Assam and Upper Burma for cultnation of rice. After the riot in 
Burma in the last year they returned hack to live in this country. A 
few who migrated to Assam have returned hack owing to their ill- 
health there (malaria). 

7. Temperature and rainfall. — Temperature and rainfall in the last 
rainy season, according to the version of the people of the locality, 
were as in other previous years. 


Uwl cresting at Strampore and Baidyabati, East Indian Railway* 

9B. Rai BATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERJI Bahadur: (a) Is tbs 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Public Works (Hail ways) Department 

aware — 

(f) that there are two level (Tossings on the main line of the East 
Indian Railway at Seram pore and Baidyabaii ; and 
(t») that these level crossings are kept cloeed long before the 
approach of the trains aa also by unnecessary keeping of 
good* trains on the railway line to the inconvenience of and 
loss to the public? 
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(b) Are the Government considering* the desirability of iatming 
instructions to the East Indian Railway authorities so that railway 
crossings — 

(t) may be kept open when there are no trains approaching; and 

(it) may he closed five minutes before the approach of the 
passenger trains and also that the railway line be not kept 
blocked and level crossings closed by the goods trains being 
allowed to stand there? 

MEMBER in charge at PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’We Mr. A. Marr): <„) (,) Yes. 

(it) Reports have la*en received by Government regarding the 
alleged obstruction. 

(h) (i) and (#7) The matter has Wen taken up with the Railway 
authorities. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM. Will the lion’ bit* Member be pleased to 
state whether in view of the heavy motor vehicular traffic passing over 
th«fe crossings, Government is prepared to ask the railway authorities 
to have an underground or overhead bridge? 

The Hoo’ble Mr. A. MARR: 1 mav sav that the present proposal is 
to construct a diversion for llie slow traffic so that motors may go 
through the existing crossings and that would mean that the level 
crossing on the main railway line would have to be opened at much 
longer intervals than at present. That matter is now under considera- 
tion. 

Works under tbs Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement 

Acts. 

91. Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number and names of works done or undertaken by Govern- 
ment up to the year 1931, under the Bengal Agricultural and 
Sanitary Improvement Act of 1920, in each of the district* of 
Bengal ; and 

(tt) the total amount of money spent or to be spent for those works? 

Tkt Hon**e Mr. BUOY PRASAD 9INCH ROY I <i) and (n) Gov- 
ernment do not' maintain any record of such works and it is regretted 
that the information cannot be compiled by inquiries from the districts 
before the end of this session. 



ltajf CitESTIOKB. mt 

StQpjmmt laid m the table giving the information promised by th r 
tfon'ble Member in charge of the Politico) Department in reply tee 
clauses (e) and if) of starred question Mo. 47 put by Seth Nunn man 
Prasad Poddar on the 16th February , 1932. 



Dacca. 

soastuuL 

Tipper*. 

Mymawdagh 


KII 

(1) Injunction un- 

der aectlon 144, 
Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code, a- 
wed against 

nine person*. 

(2) Fourteen per- 
son* threatened 
under *ectkm 
107. Crtmlnal 
Procedure Code, 
but let off with 
a warning. 

(S) Three aerved 
with notice un- 
der aectlon 4, 
Bengal Kracr- 
gency Powew 
Ordinance. 

< : 

(1) Warning noUces 
were Hawed la 
aome mar*, 

(2) SI* peraona arrr* 

ed with noth* 
under aectlon 

144, Criminal 

Procedure Code. 

(2) Two nenona 
nerved with no- 
tkw under anetkm 
4 of tlte Bengal 
Jtmergenry 

Power* Ordln- 
ance. 

(4) Other* perron- 
ally warned by 
Diatriet Magla- 
trale. 

</) (() How many penaon* 
We been arretted 7 

l>oea not art* 

Nil 

U 3 

Ml. 

(it) How many have 
been convicted 7 

Doe* not art** 

Nil 

M 

Nil. 

(itf) How many haw 
been restrained or 
otherwiac dealt wltli 7 

Doe* not ariac 

Nil 

H4 

Nil. 


Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Will the lion* lile Minister be pleaded to 
.state if it is not a fact that c\c»v work undertaken under the Bengal 
Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, is done by the District 
Magistrate 1 and the accounts of such works are kept in the District 
Magistrate’s office* 


Tht HvflNWv Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Very likely. 


Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Is it not a fact that under the Act, the 
District Magistrate has to do the work? 


The Hon’Wt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: No. 

Mtlllvi ABDUL HAKIM: May I know the date on which the 
question was put? 


mm Hmthh Mr. BUOY PRASAO SINCH ROY: T would suggest 
the member to repeat his question at the next session of the Council. 
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OtrtHtoate ufidtr Motion 72D of tho Government of ImHo Aot 

Tho Hon 9 bio Mr< A* MARR: Under section 92 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Ilules and Standing Orders, I beg to lay on the 
table of the Council a statement showing the action taken by the Local 
Government together with a copy of the certificate in connection with 
the demand under “9A — Scheduled Taxes.” 


Certificate. 

I hereby certify that the entire expenditure provided for by the 
demand of Rs. 16,000 under the head “9A — Scheduled Taxes” is 
essential to the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 


F. Stanley Jackson, 
Governor of Bengal . 


Calcutta : 

The 24th March , im. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion of the demand under the head “32 — Medical” was 
then resumed. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,78,700 under the head “3211 — Hospitals and dispensaries — Grants* 
in-aid, contributions and donations” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the necessity for supplementing the present up-to-date require- 
ments for the treatment of tuberculosis, has become so pressing that it 
cannot be delayed any longer and in order to prove it, I beg to state 
some facts from the observations of the late Rai Bahadur Chunilal Bose 
who read a paper on the subject some time ago and it was published by 
the Public Health Department. This is what lie said: — 

“It was at one time most prevalent in Europe whence it got the 
name of * white-plague/ The adoption of well-organised sanitary and 
preventive measures and improved general and personal hygienic 
conditions, have largely contributed to a reduction in the incidence and 
mortality of tha disease in the West during recent years. While it is 
now declining in the * West, it seems to be increasing to an alarming 
extent in India. 
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II is a disease of darkness, dirt and foul air. It, therefore, cling* 
tenaciously to people living in the congested areas of towns. Country- 
areas are generally free from its ravages, unless the infection is carried 
there from towns. It is a matter of grave concern that the death-rate 
from tuberculosis is rapidly increasing in the chief towns of India. 
The population of Bengal is roughly 46,500,000, of which about 800,000 
people suffer from tuberculosis. About 550,000 people in Bengal have 
their lungs affected by this disease, and each of them is an active centre 
of infection.” 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. (those, are you going to give ju elaborate 
history of the diseased Under the terms of your motion > jur principal 
object should he to show that the grant is inadequate for the purpose 
for which it is being given. I do not mind it if what you have said 
is merely introductory. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE! Nij, I am going to show that the 
intensity of the disease is such that the grant is quite insufficient. I 
will simply make an introductory reference to the prevalence of the 
disease. About 1,000,000 of people die annually in India of this terrible 
disease, and the annual mortality in Bengul alone is about 100,000. 

The disease is prevalent in Calcutta at the present moment. It is 
responsible for about 3,000 deaths annually in this city. In 1918, it 
was 1.820, in 1927 it was 3,023 and in 1928 . 2.851, including figures for 
the added area. A much larger number of people suffer from it and 
are thus more or less invalidated. These eases form potent sources of 
infection. In the absence of any effective control, the disease is rapidly 
gaining ground in the city. The death-rate from tuberculosis alone in 
Calcutta during the last 10 years is as follows: — 


Year. 

Total number 

Year. 

Total number 

of deatha. 

of deatha. 

1918 

1,826 

1924 .. 

. . 2,492* 

1919 

.. 1,889 

1925 .. 

. . 2,586* 

1920 

.. 2,120 

1920 .. 

.. 2,871* 

1921 

.. 2,208 

1927 .. 

. . 3,023* 

1922 

. . 2,216 

1928 . . 

. . 3,880* 

1923 .. 

. . 2,089 




• Including tb« figure* for the added area. 


If we compare the death-rate per 1,000 in Calcutta with that of the 
other principal cities of the world, we find that whereas it i« 2*6 in 
Calcutta, it is 2*9 in Madras, 2*8 in Paris, 1*4 in Bombay, 1 *2 in 
Boston, 1 in London, 1 in Edinburgh, *84 in New York and *8 in 
Chicago. Now what does this high death-rate mean to Calcutta and 
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Bengal? It means that besides loss of useful lives Calcutta loses 
about Rs. 10,00,000 annually, and Bengal Rs. 2,00,00,000, in loss of 
Wages due to tuberculosis alone. It is high time that something should 
be done to check the onward course of the disease. 

Now, Sir, the Bengal Public Health Department advise the people 
in the following terms:— 

“Advanced cases of tuberculosis, that is, those cases where thw 
disease is well developed, are the most dangerous to the public and the 
most difficult to cure. 

Every advanced case of tuberculosis should be in a sanatorium. 

Sanatoria offer the best chance, usually the only chance, of cure to 
an advanced case. 

They also protect healthy citizens from danger of infection from 
advanced cases of tuberculosis. 

There are fewer deaths from tuberculosis in those localities where 
sanatoria are established for the cure of tuberculous persons. 

One person out of every ten who die in Bengal dies from tuberculosis. 

One child out of every ten dies from tuberculosis." 

About this disease 1 may say that the hospitals already in existence 
are not sufficient to cope with the great demand, I might say the 
demand made by the sufferers from this disease and that if the grant be 
not made sufficiently adequate, then the sufferers will not get admission 
into the hospitals which exist at present. As to the necessity for 
providing hospitals with up-to-date requirements it is necessary for me 
to quote the following: — 

*Mb p.m. 

“As already mentioned it was the effect of isolating the sick 
persons, not only for the sake of treating the disease hut also for the 
sake of preventing the spread of infection, which more than any other 
measure caused the decline of tuberculosis in the West. In India 
where we probably have to deal with millions of active cases of 
tuberculosis, it is out of all consideration to build sanatoria and 
hospitals with even a reasonably adequate supply of beds to deal with 
such overwhelming numbers. But this does not mean that much 
cannot be done in India where climate and customs allow of much 
simpler construction than are required in the West. A real campaign 
will never he started before a number of smaller special hospitals are 
constructed near cities and towns, for treatment of those patient# who 
are too sick to travel to a sanatorium in a better climate or cannot do 
#b on account di lack of accommodation or for any other reasons. 
These patient# should be cam! for in such hospitals and thereby also bo 
isolated from tberr surroundings and cease to be sources of infection. 
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The construction can be very light, as the buildings need only be opart 
shelters with a good protecting roof which may even be of thatch, and 
an egsily disinfected Hoot. With very little outlay, such hospitals can 
be constructed for at least 50 beds. This remedy, which might lie of 
the greatest consequence in bringing on a decline in tuberculosis in 
India, will become a total failure even worse than no measure at all, 
if the treatment in ihese special hospitals is not in the hands of 
thoroughly-trained doctors who have real experience in the treatment 
of the disease and who can bring relief and even cure, to many cases, 
formerly outside the scope of help. In this connection l can mention 
the value of pneumothorax treatment.*' 


This is the opinion of the League .of Red Cross Societies. 

Now, the treatment of tuberculosis is conducted only in two or three 
hospitals in Bengal. Excepting these hospitals, this treatment is not 
prevalent anywhere in Bengal, and therefore the patients have to come 
to these hospitals from long distances, such us Chittagong, Burdwan 
and Midnapore. If a patient wants to get successful treatment of 
tuberculosis, he will have to incur a heavy expenditure in travelling 
from that remote corner of the province to Calcutta to avail himself 
of that treatment. Otherwise, there is no possibility of the patient 
getting successful treatment and cure of tuberculosis. Also for want 
of sufficient funds, these hospitals cannot accommodate a large num- 
ber of patients. In this connection 1 shall rend only a small extract 
from the annual report of the Tuberculosis Association of Bengal, 
1951: it was published by Mary H. Y. Rem fry, m.b., ji.s. (Ismd.): — 

“Owing to the resources of the Medical College Hospital regard- 
ing space, equipment, laboratory, X’rays ami adequate staff being 
mode available, this dispensary (the ‘Chest* department of the Medical 
College Hospital) has now become the most w'ell-equipped, where 
many advanced techniques are being employed for diagnostic work. 
But owing to the large number of patients coming from widely apart 
and outlying areas, it has not been possible for the small staff of 
Tuberculosis Health Visitors to visit all cases. Hence, the Tuber- 
culosis Health Visitors have concentrated on the visiting of only 
‘open* (or tubercle bacillus positive) cases, teaching the inmates of 
the homes how to take care of the patient, how the spread of infection 
may be prevented and inducing the ‘contact* cases to come to the dis- 
pensary for a thorough examination regarding evidences of infection 
or disease. Very soon after opening the dispensary a good number 
d# cases were found who were suitable for treatment by artificial pneu- 
mothorax but who could not be accommodated in any hospital owing 
to dearth* of beds. Hence a new departure was made in October, 
1981, in making this treatment available at the dispensary. As this 
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treatment has to be carried on for at least three years, patients dis- 
charged from hospitals and sanatoria can enter and are entering into 
the dispensary rolls." 

Now, from this I think, it is abundantly clear that except the Medi- 
cal College Hospital or one or two hospitals of that type, there is no 
other up-to-date equipped hospital in Bengal. In Asansol and 
Kharagpur, people suffer from tuberculosis as much as the people 
of this town. It is, therefore, highly necessary to equip the hospitals 
of those places with the most up-to-date arrangements for the treat- 
ment of tuberculosis. Early diagnosis of the disease is absolutely 
necessary and if diagnosed in time, many patients’ life may be saved. 
But for early detection X’rays are very necessary and X’rays are not 
available except in these hospitals in Calcutta. A patient has to under- 
take a long journey to come to Calcutta for diagnosis and that even 
when the disease has already reached a stage for the doctors to declare 
it as hopeless. To avoid this difficulty, every hospital in Bengal ought 
to be equipped as far as possible with an X’ray apparatus and the 
hospitals should also be provided with doctors who have special train- 
ing in the treatment of tubercular diseases. The disease is rapidly 
advancing in all strata of society. The data published by the Tuber- 
culosis Association of Bengal and by the annual reports of various 
sanatoria in Indiu, show that women are the worst sufferers, next 
come the students and then other classes of people. In this connec- 
tion I think economic loss might also be mentioned, and I quote the 
following from the Calnttta Munirijkil Gazette, dated the 23rd March, 
1920:— 

"Calcuttu loses annually Its. 10,00,000 in lo.ss of wages due to 
tuberculosis. Bengal loses annually Rs. 2,00,00,000 in loss of wages 
due to tuberculosis. India loses annually Rs. 20,00,00,000 in loss of 
wages due to tuberculosis. Permanent loss due to death would be 
many times more. 

The needs of Calcutta and Bengal . — Calcutta needs 3,000 hospital 
beds for advanced cases of tuberculosis. Calcutta hospitals have thus 
far made provision for only 50 cases. Paris hospitals accommodate 
over 2,000 such cases. New York aims at providing as many beds as 
there are cases. Bengal requires 120, IKK) hospital beds for the consump- 
tives. 

Calcutta needs at least 20 anti-tuberculosis dispensaries to take 
care of the tuberculous and to educate the public. Paris has already 
25 and France 500 such dispensaries. Bombay has one, Madras has 
one, Calcutta ha^ quite recently started one under the auspices of the 
Tuberculosis Association of Bengal. Bengal needs sanatorium accom- 
modation for 80,000 cases of lung-tuberculosis. She has hitherto 
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provided for only 8 beds (Jadabpur Sanitarium). France bas pro- 
vided for 12,000 beds and the United States of America, 70,000 bed* 
for inch cases. 

Bengal has not yet been able to make any provision for sanatorium 
accommodation for her 30,000 children suffering from bone and glan- 
dular tuberculosis. France has been able to attend to 10,000 such 
children. 

There are 32,000 children of poor physical build and pre-tubercular 
disposition, who badly require to be placed in open-air schools, like 
that of Santiniketan at Bolpur. France is already taking care of over 
5,000 such children. 

Having attended to this scheme, the hospitalisation of advanced 
cases would be found to be an immediate necessity, for not only do a 
certain number of them improve, but it segregates foci of infection 
from society/* 

I shall now give you certain figures which will he enough to show 
how the disease is spreading in Calcutta, in comparison with other 
cities in the world. The death-rate from tuberculosis in Bombay is, 
1:4 per 1,000, Singapore 15, Calcutta 2 *5, Madras 2 *9 and Rangoon 
3*6. So Calcutta stands third in the list in respect of deaths from 
tuberculosis. The necessity for the equipment of hospitals has been 
amply demonstrated by these facts and figures, and it is now up to 
Government to say whether the grants should he increased or not for 
equipping the hospitals with the up-to-date requirements for th? treat- 
ment and care-taking of the tubercular patients in Bengal. I hope 
that Government will give very generous consideration to this matter, 
because it is eating into the vitals of our society. The disease has 
become so very prevalent that it is practically taking away the most 
useful members of the society, especially in the prime of their life. 
Therefore, T think, the necessity is felt not only by one or two mem- 
bers of this House, but practically every one who 1ms sympathy for the 
suffering public of Bengal. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs Oft a point of order, Sir. 
There is a motion No. 923 in my name in which I have suggested the 
raising of a discussion ou the very same question. May I have your 
permission to move it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I have already decided that all matters which 
are identical should be taken up together; so I have no objection to 
your moving No. 923, but in that case, motion standing in the names 
of Maulvi.Hassan Ali and Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy should be 
moved first. 
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The following motion was called but not moved:— 

Maulvi HAtiAN ALI and Maulvi SYED dALALUDDIN 
HASHEMY: “That the demand of Rs. 21,56,000 under the head 
*32B — Hospitals and dispensaries’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (inade- 
quacy of grant to the Jadabpur Tuberculosis Hospital).” 

4 p.in, 

Rai Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,52, 000 under the head “H2(* — Grants for medical pur- 
poses” be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about the grant to the 
Jadabpur Tuberculosis Sanitarium). Sir, my work has been very 
much simplified by Dr. Ghose who has placed before this House an 
elal>orate description about the incidence of tuberculosis in Bengal. 
He has already placed before this House important particulars al>out 
this fell disease. I would not like to take up the time of this House 
by reiterating them. I only point out, and the Surgeon -General pre- 
sent here will no doubt bear me out, that during the last two decades, 
we have learnt that tuberculosis can only be fought in three different 
ways. The first is with a view to prevent the spread of the disease, 
the second to treat early cases in sanatorium with a view to recover 
them as far as possible and thirdly to segregate in hospitals and refuges 
persons who have long suffered from tuberculosis and are not likely 
to be cured and will eventually die from the same. For these three 
different ways, we have to provide for necessary measures. I am glad 
to find that at the present moment there is a Tuberculosis Association 
in Bengal under the auspices of very influential persons who have been 
devoting their life and energy for the purpose of meeting the first point, 
namely, to prevent the propagation of the disease as far as possible. 
That work deserves every sympathy and support from all responsible 
persons in the Government. 1 am glad to find that the Association 
has been receiving some attention, although I contend that what has 
been done is very little. Government ought to spend sufficient money 
and provide measures necessary for preventing the propagation of this 
disease. I know, Sir, that the order 1 am (‘ailing for is big. I also 
fully realise that the difficulties in the way are tremendous. But at 
the same time the Government of Bengal should not forget its respon- 
sibility and I hope the Surgeon -General or my friend the Hon’ble 
Minister will not merely say that all that was necessary and could be 
done, had already been done. 

Next I come. Sir, to the question of sanatorium treatment for early 
cases of tuberculosis. I think, I may state before the House as a 
medical man that, with the present slate of our knowledge, it can be 
asserted without Tear of contradiction that tuberculosis is a curable 
disease; Ho years ago * hen we were students in the Medical College, 
we were taught that the disease was incurable. In those days theore 
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was no serious attempt to cure the disease and to spend large sums of 
money for tkat purpose was considered by responsible men as something 
futile. But all this 1ms changed. It cannot be denied that with proper 
care and treatment tuberculosis is curable, hut that cure can only be 
obtained in wbat is known as sanatorium. Bengal, unfortunate as it 
is in respect of climate, tried to take advantage of sanatoria in other 
parts of India. For some time past medical men in Calcutta sent their 
tubercular patients to distant sanatoria in different parts of the Punjab, 
Bombay and various other places, uot having any sanatorium which 
Bengal may claim as her own. This continued for some time and we 
were led to believe that Bengal had no suitable place for a sanatorium. 
So it came to this that while it was the crying need to have a sana- 
torium for Bengal, it was considered not worth while to have one within 
this province. Since then, however, our knowledge has changed. I 
hope the Surgeon-General will not contradict me when I say that the 
present opinion amongst medical men is that a sanatorium can lie started 
anywhere. This has not only been proved byMhe opinion of experts, 
but it has also been demonstrated to be true by some gentlemen who 
collected some money and established a sanatorium near at hand at 
Jadahpur. This sanatorium was first established on the nucleus of 
the organisers bv the donation of a young man who had lost his life 
from tuberculosis, but many medical men doubted the wisdom of the 
course and thought that it was going to be a failure because the 
' lunate here is considered to be moist, very hot and not suitable for a 
sanatorium. Years have now passed away and I am glad to say that 
the Jadahpur Sanitarium has given the lie to those statements. It 
has proved that a large number of cases of early tuberculosis have 
been successfully treated there. It is not a place for advanced cases 
of tuberculosis and is not a hospital in that sense. It is a sanatorium 
and its reports show that wonderful results have been obtained. Many 
persons with symptoms of early tuberculosis after remaining there 
for some time have been discharged, apparently cured and perhaps 
iu a few years* time it will be possible for us to say whether they have 
been permanently cured or not. Whatever that may be, in this con- 
nection I cannot but call attention to the opinion of Dr. Crake, the 
Health Officer of the Calcutta Corporation, now dead. He recorded 
his opinion that “The idea that all sanatoria must las in ideal climates 
has long been abandoned.” As Sir Robert Philip, the great authority 
on tuberculosis, says “There is now general recognition of the fact 
that as tuberculosis occur anywhere in like manner it can be cured 
anywhere. 1 ’ Dr. Latham in his book on the diagnosis and modern 
treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis regarding the climate and posi- 
tion says: “I would say at once that most physicians who have had 
much experience of sanatorium treatment and who have watched 
patients for some years after their return from a sanatorium, agree 
Hurt as far as possible all patients should be treated under the same 
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climatic condition as those which they are likely to experience in their 
subsequent life.” This experiment at Jadabpur, as I have already 
said, belie the theory that a sanatorium cannot be started in the 
vicinity of Calcutta. It has been demonstrated by actual facts that 
a sanatorium can be useful near Calcutta. I, therefore, ask the 
Government to give up any idea of spending money for sanatoria 
elsewhere and concentrate their energy and resources for the improve- 
ment of the Jadabpur Sanitarium. I understand from the authorities 
of the Jadabpur Sanitarium that they are handicapped for want ot 
money. Naturally, Sir, because it is not a Government institution 
receiving regular financial support from Government. They have 
got to find every single rupee which they have to spend on it. You 
can understand the difficulty in these days of raising large sums of 
money for an institution of this kind, from the public. 

Now that difference of opinion has disappeared, we appeal to the 
Government of Bengal to concentrate their energy to foster this 
institution and make it a proper sanatorium for the people of Bengal. 
My friend Dr. Ghose has pointed out that a large number of tuber- 
cular patients are hovering round about us. This is very true. Is 
there amongst us a man who may say that he lias not lost a near and 
dear one through this fell disease in his family, be he poor or rich? 
If you can do something against this disease, certainly the money 
will he well spent. 

Now 1 come to the third point about hospitals for tuberculosis 
patients. l)r. Ghose has enumerated the number of hospitals in 
various places and I appreciate what he has said. But may I point out 
to him that the provision of X’ra\ apparatus in every hospital is a big 
order and is not within the realm of practical politics. Instead of 
spending money on such costly apparatus, and expert staff for the 
same, can we not spend a portion of the money in a better way for the 
tubercular patients? The X’ray has certainly done wonders but I 
have to learn as yet that X’ruys have helped us in the diagnosis of the 
very early cases of tuberculosis. In practice, we find that the disease 
in advanced stage, can be detected by X’rays. But when tuberculosis 
has to be diagnosed at its very early stages, I do not know how far 
the X’ray will be of sure help. Therefore, what I intend to do in 
this connection is only to express my sympathy for the suggestions of 
Dr. Ghose, but I do not consider that in our present resources it 
would be practical to insist for X’rav apparatus in every hospital. 
Sir, we must concentrate ourselves first to the two important measures, 
namely, the stopping of the propagation of the disease and arranging 
for sanatorium treatment of early cases of tuberculosis. I do not 
ignore the necessity for doing something for those who are in an 
advanced state of the disease. Arrangement should no doubt be 
made for them in proper places in order to lei them live the last days 
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of *Mr live* in comfort. This is what I have got to say on this 
question and I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. 4 . CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir, I rise to support the motion 
that has just been moved in connection with tuberculosis. When I 
heard the Hon’ble Mr. Marr introducing his budget, I waited patiently 
to hear him mention that something had been allotted to tuberculosis 
and also the leper colony scheme but I was disappointed. Well, Sir, 
this may be called his dying budget. We have all heard of the swan's 
dying song, but unlike the dying swan, there is not a pleasant note 
in Mr. Marr’s dying budget. As a matter of fact when he had finished, 
I imagined I heard the wail of his favourite bagpipes playing “The 
Land of Leal”, a death dirge — the burial of financial Bengal, and I 
could see him in imagination in his retirement returned to bis High- 
land home, playing his favourite game of golf among his favourite 
Highland hills, toping his ball as he drives off, being unable to con- 
centrate on his game for thinking of the awful financial debacle he 
has left behind him in Bengal. But, Sir, I would have thought that 
that kindly heart that beats beneath his ample proportion would have 
found ways and means to have helped me to realise my ambition for 
the poor leper and the poor tuberculosis patient. In spite of earnest 
promises and words of sympathy another year has come round and 
I do not see any special provision made for either of these deserving 
causes. A little has been given for leprosy but nothing for tuber- 
culosis. We all like the Hon ’hie Mr. Marr. Although he does not 
always act as we would wish him, you cannot help liking him. We 
like him for engaging quality of frankness not always found in Minis- 
ters. Most of them try to keep the hat in the bag. We find Mr. Marr 
walking about as usual. He seems physically fit as other men, hut 
financially he is ghost. 

The Hon’ble Lieut. Singh Roy last year privately promised that 
some money would be given from another fund to tuberculosis, but 
he did nothing. This is somewhat like the following notice in a 
society paper: “We beg to announce that ♦ * ♦ • Mr. Macpberson is 
spending his holidays in London — but that is all he is spending. Like 
the Hon’ble Lieut. Singh Roy he is spending his time in thinking, 
he will do it but that is all he is spending. “ 

Now, to come to the serious point of tuberculosis, I am not going 
to deal with the appalling figures which have been gone into so fully 
by the previous speakers because that will only tire the House. lot us 
try to boil it down so that the House can in its imagination see what 
ia happening. We have been told in the speeches of previous speakers 
that a lakh of people die every year in Bengal of tuberculosis, and ten 
lakhs are affected with it. To help the House to grasp this let us 
take the population of Howrah. The population of Howrah is about 
3 lakhs. Just imagine that a third of the population of Howrah ia 
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wiped out every year by this terrible scourge, tuberculosis, then there m 
in Bengal a million affected, an amount equal to whole of Calcutta 
population, numbering about a million, are more or less affected. This 
is a terrible picture. One doctor came from Argentine to study the 
question of leprosy but he discovered that in Bengal the question of 
tuberculosis was of a more serious nature than leprosy and demanded 
more urgent attention. I want to give some suggestions to the 
Government. I want this because as soon as we have finished the 
business here, Government will inform us while they have every sym- 
pathy that they have no money. Well, that reply does not always 
appeal to me for there are methods of raising funds but Government’s 
lacking in imagination does not consider new method of how to get 
money. In the Corporation this week a resolution was moved with 
the object of introducing a lottery. This method was turned down. I 
am glad it was turned down, for, as far as I am personally concerned 
1 am still of the Victorian age and 1 do not want to see suffering 
made better, by more suffering made through gambling. I am not 
going to suggest that Government should make money through 
gambling. The lottery scheme has been turned down by the Corpora- 
tion. However I suggest to the House this ideal of how to raise 
funds for tuberculosis: one anna should be charged per head for all 
those who enter a cinema or other places of entertainment on Sun- 
days. That is my suggestion to the Government. It can be easily 
collected by the Amusement Tax collectors and then it can be allotted 
to the various hospitals. I hope that Government will take this sug- 
gestion into consideration. 

I ivould like to say just a word or two on my hardy annual — the 
Midnapore !<eper Scheme. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: We have nothing to do with that. 


Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: As this is my only oppor- 
tunity, \ should like to say a few words with your permission. Most 
of the members of this House are not perhaps aware that a gentleman 
gave Rs. 50,000 for a leper colony a few years ago. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: We have nothing to do with that. 

Mr. d. 0AMPBELL FORRESTER: If I am out of order I shall sit 
down but I wanted to take this opportunity to invite the Government’s 
Attention on this subject once more for the 5th or 6th time. 

[At 4-20 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 4-35 pan.] 
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|M» H«*Mt Mr. MNT MAMA EtNDM ROY: I am afraid we 

iMsj^tcifted far away from the amendment of Dr. Amulya Ratan QAoee. 
His amendment was 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There are two amendment*. 


Tfci HewMMe Mr. BfJOY PR AMD SINGH ROY: Ye*, one ha* been 
moved by Dr. Ghose and the other by Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, 
I shall first reply to the arguments advanced by Dr. Ghose. His 
amendment is: That the demand of Rs. 2,78,700 under the head 
Hospitals and dispensaries, grants-in-aid, contributions and 
donations' 1 be reduced by Rs. 100 because he considers the grant to 
be inadequate and he also wants the recipients of the grants to be 
asked to arrange for the up-to-date treatment of tuberculosis. 

First of all I must point out that this sum includes a grant of 
Rs. 16,000 to the Eden Sanitarium, Darjeeling, a sanctioned grant of 
Rs. 1,84,000 for hospitals, a grant of Rs. 87,000 to the rural dispensaries, 
Rs. 25,000 to the Calcutta Medical Institute, Rs. 17,000 for the Leper 
Asylum and an emergency grant of Rs. 14,000. I do not exactly 
follow what the lion* hie member means by proposing a reduction of 
this grant. Certainly he does not object to any money being paid to 
the Calcutta Medical Institute. It is a c apital grant which we propose 
to pay them. We paid them Rs. 26,000 last year and propose to pay 
Rs. 25,000 also this year. Similarly Rs. 17,000 for the Leper Asylum 
includes capitation grant to several asylums at Raniganj, Bankura and 
other places where the missionaries are doing most useful work. I 
am sure Dr. Ghose does not object to Government making over this 
money to these useful institutions. The grant of Rs. 87,000 to the 
rural dispensaries is meant for the thana dispensaries. Whenever a 
thana dispensary is opened at tadar, Government make a contribution 
of Rs. 500 and when one is opened in a rural area, they make a con- 
tribution of Rs. 250. I understand these dispensaries are discharging 
a very useful function and are meeting to a certain extent the medical 
needs of the people in these areas. So it will he a mistake, if I may 
say so, to reduce the grant on this head. 

Dr. Ghose wants that these small dispensaries should arrange for 
the up-to-date treatment of tuberculosis, hut he must realise what an 
up-to-date arrangement for the treatment of tuberculosis would cost. 
It is certainly beyond the financial ability of rural dispensaries to put 
up up-to-date arrangements for treating tuberculosis. 

Next I shall take up the amendment moved by Dr. Haridhan Dutt. 

Mr* AMULYA RATAN OHMS* What I meant was that hospitals 
m well as rural dispensaries should be helped and not simply rural 
diwpoamries, as stated by the Hon’ble Minister. 
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Tht Hoft'Ws Mr. BIJOY PRASAD St RDM ROY* The Calcutta 
Medical Institute is still under construction and we are paying them 
Bs. 25,000 as a capital grant and I do not think they are in a position 
to put up up-to-date arrangements for the treatment of tuberculosis 
there. 

Dr. Dutt has taken up the cause of the Jadabpur Tuberculosis 
Sanitarium. I appreciate his anxiety for helping this institution; it 
is certainly doing very useful work and Government are not wanting 
in sympathy for it. For the information of the members I may say 
that Government have already contributed a lakh of rupees as capital 
grant towards the construction of the building of this institution. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: In which year? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Two years ago. 
There is an application from the authorities of the Jadabpur Sanitarium 
for a further grant of Rs. 4 lakhs to purchase the adjoining land for 
the sanitarium, but I ask the members to judge for themselves whether 
it is possible for Government in the present state of their finances to 
make a capital grant of Rs. 4 lakhs for the purchase of land. 

The Medical College Hospital with the help of the Tuberculosis 
Association started a dispensary for the treatment of tuberculosis and 
that is doing very useful work. In their report for the year 1931, the 
Tuberculosis Association acknowledge the very useful work done by 
this dispensary. They say that owing to the resources of the Medical 
College Hospital regarding equipment, laboratory and adequate staff 
being made available this dispensary is becoming well fitted where 
advanced technique is being employed. This help is entirely due to 
the contribution which has been made by Government and I do not 
think that Government can be charged with indifference to the needs of 
the public in this matter. 

Dr. Ghose has suggested that Government hospitals should be pro- 
vided with X-ray apparatuses for the diagnosis of tuberculosis. For 
his information and for the information of the hon’ble members of this 
House, I may say that there are X-ray apparatuses at the Dacca, Chitta- 
gong, Mymensingh, Burdwan, Berhampur, Howrah, Campbell, Sam- 
bhunath Pandit, the Presidency General, and the Medical College 
hospitals. So I do not think that the argument is sound and at all 
justifies the charge that Government have not provided up-to-date 
arrangements essential for the diagnosis of tuberculosis. 

My friend, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, has urged that the 
Government should concentrate their resources on helping the Jadab- 
pur Tuberculosis Sanitarium. As I have already pointed out Govern- 
ment have paid Rs. 1,00, 000 to this body and when the financial position 
of Government improves they will certainly consider the question of 
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making a further grant to them. But it is not possible for Govern- 
mantle hold out any hope at present. Moreover, he knows much better 
than any one else that the treatment of tubercular cases is a very expen- 
sive one, especially because of the cost of diet, and it cannot be under- 
taken by each and every hospital. 

Mr. Campbell Forrester has suggested that Government should start 
lotteries to raise funds to help the Tuberculosis Association. This hint 
unfortunately will not help me but may help my colleague the Hon’ble 
Mr. Marr. 


With these words, I oppose these two motions. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: 1 rise to support the amend- 
ment moved by Dr. Haridhan Dutt. I am bound to say that the reply 
that the Hon'ble Minister has given to the speeches we have heard here, 
if I may say so, is extremely halting. What the Hon’ble Minister had 
been pleased to say (and probably that is what he meant to convey by 
his argument) is that the assistance given to the Jadabpur Tuberculosis 
Sanitarium two or three years ago in the shape of Rs. 1,00,000 is 
quite enough and that lip sympathy from Government should suffice for 
the Jadabpur Sanitarium. He himself stated that the modern treat- 
ment of tuberculosis is an expensive business. 1 am a layman and I 
do not know anything about tbe treatment of tuberculosis or any other 
disease but I do submit that the Hon’ble Minister himself says that the 
treatment of tuberculosis is an expensive business. He expresses some 
lip sympathy and says that in the Medical College Hospital something 
is being done for tuberculosis patients and that nothing further need 
be done by Government. This, 1 submit, is absolutely not enough. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I have never sug- 
gested that nothing need be done by Government; I said that nothing 
can be done by Government at present. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I have listened to tbe speech of 
the Hon’ble Minister very closely. If there had been any hint or any 
suggestion that Government were prepared to consider the matter of 
making a grant to the Tuberculosis Sanitarium in Jadabpur in the near 
future or next year, I would not have taken any chance of rising, but 
as I have just said, I am a layman and know nothing of tbe treatment 
of tuberculosis or any other diseases; but I do know that tuberculosis 
is a fell disease, which has taken hold of Bengal and is taking a very 
heavy daily toll out of its population, and if there is anything which 
justifies the existence of the Government Medical Department, it should 
be its fight against tuberculosis. Tbe Hon’ble Minister says that 
because the* Jadabpur Sanitarium got a capital grant of Be. 1,00,000 
three years ago and because it has asked for a further building grant 
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of Rs. 4,00,000, which the Government are not in a position to give, 
no other help should therefore be given to the Tuberculosis Hospital 
at Jadabpur. That is not a correct attitude and I submit that it is the 
bounden duty of Government to see whether or not out of their funds 
they can make an adequate grant to this sanitarium. 

[Here the time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the 
Head “32 — Medical” was reached.] 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur was then put 
and a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Afiai, Mauabtada Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Sahadur. 

Alt, Mitiivi Hamas. 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L. 
lantrji, Mr. P. 

•aw, Mr. Karoadra Kaaiar. 

Btrkmyre, Mr. H. 

Chaudhuri, tabu Kiahari Mahan, 
ehaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi AH- 
mumman. 

Ohaudhury, Mauivi Mural A boar. 

Dutt, Raf Bahadur Dr. HarMltan. 
Pailullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Parrottar, Mr. 4 . Camptoail. 

Ohaaa, Dr. Amulya Satan. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 


Haahamy, Mauivi lyad Jalaluddin 
Haqua, Kati Emdadul. 

Maaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Kaaam, Mauivi Abut. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamiauddin. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul 
Maakarjaa, Mr. Syamapraaad. 

Ormand, Mr. I. C. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F, 

Ray, Mr. thanti thakharaswar. 

Rout, Babu Hoaani. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Mam Chandra, 
tan fiupta. Dr. Naraah Chandra, 
thah, Mauivi Abdul Hamid. 

Thamat, Mr. M. P. 


HOES. 


Austin, Mr. 4 . M. 

Bal, tabu Lalit Kumar. 

Bal, Mr. tarat Chandra. 

Bartlay, Mr. C. 

Baair Uddin, Khan Sahib Mauivi 
Mahammad. 

Baau, Babu datindra Nath. 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. 

Boaa, Mr. i. M. 

Sattamlay, Mr. * m 
Sural, Babu Oakul Ohand. 

Ohaudhurl, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaBxur 
Rahman. 

Ohaudhurl, Mauivi iyad Daman Haidar. 
Chawdhury, Hap Bad! Ahmad. 

Ohawdhury, Mauivi Abdul Ohani. 

Cuban, Mr. M. 4 , 

Oapplngar, MaJarOanaral W. V. 

Oa ap a r , Mr. 0. ft. 

Main, Mr. ft. ft. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur tatyaudra Kumar. 
Buaufji, Mautvi flur ftahamn Khun, 
ftaruuui, tha Han** Haviuh K. ft. m 

PMWU, Mr. L ft. 

Mauftati, Rai tahadur suaH Kuaaar. 


QhoM, tha Han'bla Sir a. B. 

Qhumavi, tha Han'bla AlhadJ Sir Abdsl- 
karim. 

Qilonriot, Mr. R. N. 

Cuba, Babu Prafulta Kumar. 

Duha, Mr. P. N. 

Ournor, Mr. C W. 

Haasain, UHuivi Muhammad. 

Huaaain, Mauivi kataffat. 

Karr, Mr. W. 4 . 

Khan, Mauivi AmhMuMaman. 

Khan, Mr. Rasaur Rahman. 

Marr, tha Han'bla Mr. A. 

Hag, Rsua r a nd B. A. 

Handy, Maharaja Bria Chandra, uff Kaaim- 
haxar. 

Hatimnd dln , tha HuntHa Mr. fflnuaja. 
Harlan, Mr. H. It. 

Philpat, Mr. H. 0. V. 

P a d d ur , Mr. Ananda Mahua. 

Prantiaa, tha Han'bla Mr. W. O. R. 
Rahman, Mauivi Aiixur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Ahdur 
Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Babu M agtnd r* Narayan. 
flay Cha ud hur i, Mr. «. C. 
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Mf. m Htm-b* Mr. ftijiy PrMM tiAglU 
HMHHH, Maalvi MutuMtmae, 


Mrtur , Dr MMatk. 

Sartor, Mai tatria Makati Mttoft. 
tan, Mr. D. *. 

Travers, Sir l aaaaiat 
wiiMette, Mr. H. It. 


The Ayes being 30 and the Noes 57, the motion was lost. 

Tl» motion that a sum of H*. 43,49,000 b« granted for expenditure 
under the head “32 — Medical 11 was then put aud agreed to. 

4-45 p.m. 

The following motions under the head “32 — Medical” were not 
called owing to the expiry of the time-limit : — 

Balm SATYENDRA NATH ROY: That the demand of 
Rs. 21,54,500 under the head *32B — Transferred — Hospitals and* dis- 
pensaries’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to urge upon the Government the urgent 
necessity of increasing accommodation in the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospital and Campbell Hospital).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE : “That the demand of Rs. 21,54,500 
under the head *3211 — Medical hospitals and dispensaries’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to draw attention to the general negligence of hospital authorities 
in admitting poor patients).” 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: That the demand of 
Rs. 21,56,000 under the head *32B — Hospitals and dispensaries’ be 
reduced by Rs. 101 (advisability of opening Ayurvedic dispensaries in 
the rural areas).” 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: That the demand 
of Rs. 21,56,000 under the head ‘32B— Hospitals and dispensaries’ be 
reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion on the desirability of abolition 
of the fees charged for X’ray treatment in the Mitford Hospital, Dacca).” 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: “That the demand of 
Rs. 21,56,000 under the head ‘32B — Hospitals and dispensaries’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (inadequate contribution to Oopalganj and P.’rojpur 
Subdivisions! dispensaries in the districts of Faridpur and Bakarganj, 
respectively).” 

Babtt KHETTER MOHAN RAY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 21,56,000 under the head 32H-~Med’cal— Hospitals and dispensaries* 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discuss on al«>ut the failure to provide 
Rs. 70,000 as the sanctioned contribution towards the construction of the 
hospital at Corailla).” 
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MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,00,000 under the head ‘32C— Grants for medical purposes— Grant- 
in-oid to the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute’ be reduced by Rs. 501 
(to discuss the desirability of encouraging the training of Bengalee girls 
as nurses).’’ 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA8SAN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 2,52,000 under the head ‘32C — Grants 
for medical purposes’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (general policy, inadequacy 
of grants in the Jatia Aurbijnan Parishad and the Carmichael Medical 
College).’’ 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 
ALI* “That the demand of Rs. 2,52,000 under the head ‘320 — Medical 
— (Hants for medical purposes’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a 
discussion of grants to institutions other than Carmichael Medical College 
and Jatia Aurbijnan Parishad).’’ 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 2,52,000 
under the head ‘32C — Giants for medical purposes’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(no provision for the establishment of a medical school attached to the 
Howrah General Hospital for the boys of Howrah and Bally).’’ 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,03,500 under the head ‘32D — Medical College — Pay of Officers’ he 
reduced by Rs. 101 (to laise a discussion about the recent appointment of 
a Professor of Physiology for the college).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 2,01,000 
under the head ’321) — Medical College and Schools — Schools of Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene Institute’ be reduced by Rs. 5 (to discuss the 
difficulties of the patients who go to the School of Tiopieal Medicine for 
treatment).’’ 

Babu 8 ATI 8 H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs. 1,77,300 under the head ‘32D — Medical College and 
Schools — Superintendents and Teachers’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (to discuss 
the appointment of competent persons as superintendents and teachers in 
the interest of medical education). *’ 

Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur:: “That the demand of 

Rs, 5,51,000 under the head *32 D — Medical College and Schools — Other 
Medical Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion about non- 
opening or otherwise of the 3rd year and 4th year classes of the Chittagong 
Medical School).” 
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Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 

Eau 3,78,000 under the head ‘32D — Medical College and Schools’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw the attention of the Government to the 
necessity of reserving a definite number of seats with stipends for the 
students of the backward classes).” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Es. 8,78,000 
under the head ‘32D — Medical College and Schools’ be reduced by Ra. 100 
(want of any proper provision for the admission of the backward classes 
students into the medical colleges and schools).” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of R*. 8,78,000 
under the head ‘321) — Medical Collegeand Schools’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(want of any provision as special scholarship and stipends for the 
students of the backward classes as enumerated on page 189, Part I of 
the Calcutta University Commission Report).” 

Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL V Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL and 
Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER:: “That the demand of 
Rs. 8,78,000 under the heed ‘321) — Medical College and Schools’ he 
reduced by Re. 1 (grievances of the students of the depressed classes).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 8,78,000 under the head ‘321) — Medical College and Schools’ he 
reduced by Re. 1 (to press that the number of seats reserved for the 
Muhammadan students should he increased).” 


Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,85,000 under the head ‘32E — Mental Hospital’ be reduced by 
Rs. 10 (to discuss the desirability of having Bengal’s own Mental 
Hospital).” 

Babu BATYA KINKAR BAHANA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4-3,49,000 under the head ‘32 — Medical’ be reduced by Rs. 5,00,000.” 

Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAB Bahadur:: “That the demand of 
Rs. 43,49,000 under the head *32 — Medical’ be reduced by Rs. 5 (to raise 
a discussion about the state and condition of different medical establish- 
ments, hospitals and dispensaries, grant for medical purposes, medical 
establishment and mental hospitals in Bengal).” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: “That the demand of 
Ea. 43,49^,000 under the head ‘32 — Medical’ be reduced by Ee. 1 (to 
draw attention to the inadequacy of the demand).” 
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• im\ EMDADOL HOQU*: “That the demand of Ba. 43,40,000 
under the head '32 — Medical' be reduced by Be. 1 (to discus* the attitude 
of Government in forms of remedies other than Allopathic).” 

Baft! SATYENDRA NATH ROY* “That the demand of 

Rs. 43,49,000 under the head '32 — Medical’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention of the Government regarding the need of a sanitarium for 
tuberculosis patients in Bengal).” 

Dr# AMULYA RATAN QHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 43,49,000 
under the head *32 — Medical’ be reduced by Re. 1 (no provision for the 
establishment of a sanitarium for tuberculosis patients).” 


38 — Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 38,71,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “33 — Public 
Health.” 

Sir, like the Medical Department this department too has prac tically 
escaped the pruning knife of the Hon’ble Finance Member. The 
revised estimate of the current year and the budget estimate of the next 
year are almost the same. The slight decrease is due not to any 
curtailment of the ac tivities of the Public Health Department but to 
small savings here and there and on account of the 10 per cent, cut in 
salaries of the staff. Sir, the items of expenditure which show some 
reduc tion are the rural public health units, maternity end child welfare 
grant, augmentation grant, grant for mral water-supply and that for the 
vaccination inspecting staff. I shall try to explain that all these 
reductions are immaterial from the point of view of maintaining the 
normal activities of the department and they are more apparent than 
real. 

Sir, the reduction of Rs. 53,500 for the augmentation grant is due to 
expected fall in cess receipts. The augmentation grant is calculated on 
the c ess collected in each district, and on account of the general economic 
difficulties and depression it is apprehended that there will be a fall in 
the collection of cess in every district; so a smaller provision has been 
made on a calculation on that basis. 

The grant of Rs. 10,50,000 ha# been provided under “Rufal Health 
units” in place of the current year's provision of Rs. 12,00,000. This 
reduced provision, however, does not really mean that Government has 
in any way curtailed, the activities of the Public Health Department. 
The full provision of Rs. 12,00,000 was calculated on the basis of Ooval 
ment’s maximum contribution of Rs. 2.000 to each health circle. N«w 
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the number of health cities a* 600 in the whole province, the 
•nm ol R§. 12,00,000 was provided in the current year's budget. But 
it vfill be seen, Sir, that the Darjeeling District Board has not yet 
accepted the health circle scheme, and the maximum number of circles 
(600) bas not been reached in consequence. Thus there was a saving 
of Bs. 1,75,000 in the current year’s budget. There are at present 575 
circlet altogether and it will suffice if a provision of Rs. 10*50,000 is made 
for the next year. 

The reduced provision of Rs. ‘15,000 for maternity and child welfare 
should prove adequate during next year. The items of normal 
expenditure from the provision are : — 

Contribution to local bodies for maintenance of dai training classes 
Rs. 15,000; lts. 10,000 for the Public Health Exhibition in Calcutta; 
Rs. 10,000 for similar exhibitions outside Calcutta. 

The grants for health exhibitions during the current year have been 
Rs. 15,000, that is, Rs. 7,500 for Calcutta and an equal amount for the 
mvfassal. So we have reduced the expenditure by Its. 5,000, because 
that amount was not spent last year. Sir, it is not really a cut at all 
as we have maintained the normal activities of the department. 

The grant for vaccination inspecting staff shows a small reduction 
of Rs. 4,000. This grant is utilised in giving contributions to the 
district boards to whom the vaccination inspecting staff has been trans- 
ferred on the scale of Rs. 95 for inspector and Rs. 65 for sub-inspector. 
A» the inspectors and sub-inspectors are either retiring or dying, the 
liability of the Government on this account is diminishing proportionately 
every year. The sum of Rs. 4,000, out of the provision of Rs. 64,000, 
has been saved during the current year ns the whole amount was not 
necessary. The reduced provision of Rs. 60,000 will be sufficient during 
next j r ear and that will he the consolidated Government contribution to 
tbe district boards for maintaining vaccination inspecting staff. 

The provision for rural water supply scheme has been reduced by 
R». 25,000. Here also we have not really cut down the normal provision 
for rural water supply schemes. As a matter of fact, there were not 
many applications from district boards ; there were only two applications 
— one I believe from the District Board of Burdwan and the other from 
tbe District Board of Chittagong for a grant of Rs. 25,000 and Rs. 50,000, 
respectively, and we advanced the full amounts. 

This grant is spent partly in payment of the interest which these 
district boards have to pay to Government on the loans that are advanced 
to them and partly spent through the district magistrates in sinking 
tube-wells’and tanks. Thus it does not mean that by the redaction of 
ibis grant the normal activities of the department in this direction will 
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be curtailed. There waa practically a saving last year, so the Finance 
Department reduced the grant by Rs. 25,000, to avoid surrendering the 
unspent balance at the end of the year. 

5 p.m. 

The usual grant of Rs. 1,00,000 under head “Kalazar charges’ 1 has 
been provided for. There were in Bengal during the year 1930*31, 100 
special kalazar centres run by whole-time doctors and nearly 200 centres 
run by subsidised doctors. The provision has been adequate during the 
current year and it will be sufficient for the next year. The grant of 
Rs. 50,000 is the normal provision for vaccination and will be sufficient 
for the purpose. This grant is allotted to district boards on the basis 
of their own expenditure on vaccination during the previous year. As 
for example, the whole expenditure of the district boards for vaccination 
in a particular year being Rs. 2,00,000, the Government contribution 
will be Rs. 50,000, representing a quarter of the expenditure. 

The grants for anti-malarial measures and free supply of quinine 
are exactly the same as in the current year’s budget. Besides these, the 
leprosy grant has been increased from Rs. 2 t 884 to Rs. 10,000. This 
amount the department proposes to spend on propaganda against leprosy 
and survey of leprosy in Bengal. So this is in addition to the sum of 
Rs. 17,000 provided for in the Medical budget besides capitation grant 
to some of the useful institutions, such as the leper homes at Raniganj 
and Bankura Leper Asylums where wonderful humanitarian work is 
being done bv the missions. 

Provision has also been made for the completion of four waterworks 
schemes which are in hand and a small amount has also been provided for 
the Rajshahi Water- works Scheme so that the work may be started if 
local contributions are available. 

The work of Bhatpara Sewerage Scheme is also in progress; 
Rs. 2,70,000 has been provided in part payment of the total Government 
contribution. It is one of the most useful schemes that have up till 
now been undertaken by the department for the improvement of sanitation 
of the riparian municipalities. When the financial position of Govern- 
ment improves I hope it will be possible to undertake more such schemes 
in the interest, of better sanitation of the urban areas. 

It may be interesting to the House to know something about the 
activities of the Public Health Department in controlling the epidemic, 
especially cholera, which broke out in Mymensingh after the flood in 
August last. The Assistant Directors of Public Health of the Dacca 
and Rajshahi Circles, with a staff of 6 doctors and 10 sanitary inspectors, 
were deputed by the Bengal Public Health Department to help the local 
authorities in organising and oariying the necessary anti-cholera 
measures in the affected localities. Eight t haruu of the Tangail 
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subdivision and 8 of the Jamal pur subdivision were severely affected. 
About 40,000 inoculations in Tangail subdivision and 25,000 in Jamalpnr 
were done; 750 wells, 2,000 houses and 40 tanks were disinfeoted; 
1,05,600 doses of anti-cholera vaccination and 51 cwt. of bleaohing 
powder were supplied free by the Bengal Public Health Department for 
the use of the local population. Altogether up-to-date, the department 
has distributed 14,00,000 doses of cholera vaccination free of charge to 
all the district boards since September. 

In controlling epidemics the rural health circles have proved to be 
of great use. Under the supervision of district health officers and the 
supervision of the Assistant Director of Public Health, these rural health 
circles are doing wonderful work and if the district boards do continue 
their share of the expenditure and supervision, I am sure the question of 
rural public health will solve itself in the near future. 

With these observations, I commend the demand to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I shall now take up the motions for reduction. 
But I may tell the House at this stage that you can discuss Nos. 944 and 
945 together, and have one discussion. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: ‘That the demand of Rs. 4,79,000 
under the head %3A — Public Health Establishment — Director of Public 
Health' be reduced by Rs. 50,000.*’ 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,17,000 under the head “&3A — Chief Engineer, Public 
Health Department (Transferred)” be reduced by Its. 1,000 (to call 
attention to the waste of money by the department on account of wrong 
estimates, etc.). 

Sir, I have no desire to diminish in any way the force of the pats on 
the back which the Hon’ hie Minister has been giving himself in having 
succeeded in getting the whole amount of his grant practically undimi- 
n’shed from the grasping hands of the Finance Member; but I beg to 
draw attention to the fact that he might possibly have managed with 
less money if he had considered the activities — shall I say misguided 
activities — of the department over which the Chief Engineer of the 
Public Health Department presides. Sir, this department, or rather 
this sub-department, is in charge of drawing np schemes of water supply 
and connected things for the provincial municipalities and district boards. 
Well, I have been looking through their activities for the last few years; 
and for the delectation of the House, I shall give one simple illustration 
as to how this department manages affairs. This ought to be very 
familiar at least to one Hon 'hie Member — 1 mean the Minister for 
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Agriculture-— because I am going to talk of the Comilla Municipality. 
Ia 1919, there was a scheme prepared or rather aa estimate prepared 
by the Chief Engineer of the Public Health Department, that for a sum 
of Re. 3,55,000, the department would supply pure drinking water to 
the rate-payers of the Comilla Municipality from the local river there. 
Well, Sir, the work was taken up in 1922— that ift the first year of the 
report that I could lay my hands on. From 1923 to 1924 the work waa 
in progress. In the annual report of the Chief Engineer for 1925, it k 
stated that this scheme has been completed at a cost of Bs. 3,40,835 and 
the source of supply was the river Gumti and in the course of the report* 
the Chief Engineer gave himself this bouquet that the original scheme 
has been completed within the estimated cost and there is a balance in 
hand for further pipelines, etc. Coming to the next year, t.e., 1926, 
we find that the department spent another sum of Its. 20,000, on what it 
is not stated; in the report it is said that the scheme has been completed 
(1925) and up-to-date, they spent Its. 3,59,555 and they were giving 
5-23 gallons for every rate-payer of the municipality. That is very 
good. In 1927, they spent another sum of Its. 27,000 on what it does not 
appear; that is to say in 1927 the report says that the scheme was 
completed in 1926, and the expenditure up-to-date was Rs. 3,82,291 
and they were getting the water from the river Gumti and the daily 
supply per rate-payer was 5*23. Coming to 1928, we find that a 
metamorphosis takes place and it is stated in the report that they spent 
another sum of Rs. 12,000, i.e., the total expenditure amounted to 
Rs. 3,94,554, but the source of the supply was ( hanged from the river 
Gumti to reserved tanks and tube-wells and the amount supplied to each 
rate-payer was 2*17 gallons, very much less than half of what they were- 
getting before. It does not appear why the source of supply was changed. 
The next year’s report, i.e., 1929, the last report in which I find any 
mention of the matter, states that the total expenditure was Rs. 4,14,269, 
i.e., very much over the original estimate and the source of supply was 
then said to be tube-wells alone, that is to say, an estimate of Rs. 3,65,000 
from the river Gumti is changed in the course of 4 years to an expendi- 
ture of Rs. 4,14,269 and the source of supply only tube-wells and the 
amount of supply pas only 3-75 gallons per rate-payer. In this connec- 
tion, I am reminded of a story which, with your permission, Sir, I wish 
to relate to the members of the House to whom it may not be familiar. 
The story is regarding another Government department which I do not 
want to particularise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Basu, is there any analogy between your 
story and the case under review ? 

Mr. NARSNDRA KUMAR BASU: Certainly. If they were not 
analogous, I would not have troubled the House at all. In the list of 
tools and implements there appeared an item of % *a steel trunk.” Two 
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jrggt# later that item disappeared and there was an item of a trunk. 
Than two years later, there was another change and the item was of 4 ‘a 
wooden trunk” and then again two years later the item was of “a wooden 
trunk eaten by white-ants.” This is another analogous caae in which 
the Public Health Department changed the Comilla Water-supply Scheme 
from the river Gumti at a cost of fis. 3,40,875, in the course of 4 years 
to a scheme to cost Re. 4,14,209 and the water to be supplied from tube- 
wells and the supply was diminished from 5*23 gallons to 3*75 gallons 
per rate-payer. If that is the efficiency of the department, the sooner 
this department’s activities are curtailed the better it will be. With 
these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

flai KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Sir, in risiug to 
apeak on this motion, I confess (hat I claim no expert knowledge that 
the treatment of a technical matter like this may seem to require. But 
speaking from practical experience of (he working of this department, 
I may say that the manner of prepaiing estimates of big works is open 
to serious criticism. The mover of this motion, Mr. N. K. Bnsu, has 
given particular about the administration of this department so far ns 
it relates to the preparation of estimates. My connection with the 
municipality of Dacca as its Vice-Chairman for nearly a decade has given 
me the impression that the Engineering Branch of the Public Health 
Department of the Government of Bengal requires thorough overhauling. 

It is known to Government that the Dacca Swerage Scheme which 
is now in full working order cost them Its. 25,00,000. The scheme was 
entirely financed by Government from the grant of the said sum which 
was made to the municipality for the purpose of providing the city of 
Dacca with an up-to-date system of disposal of its swerage. The 
scheme was originally intended to sewer the whole of the city with 
the giant of Its. 2,50,000; hut ultimately it was found that the sum 
estimated would enable only the island portion of the city being 
sewered, that is to say, the portion separated by the Dobi Khan which 
runs through the heart of the town. When the matter was brought to 
the notice of Government and the point was stressed that in the interest 
of sanitation and public health the remaining portion of the city — part 
of ward I and the whole of ward VII — must also he sewered without 
which the bullock cart system could not lie aliolished, the then Chief 
Engineer, Mr. G. B. Williams, tried to explain away the mistake by 
putting forward reason* which were far from convincing. The 
unfortunate residents of Dacca had no other alternative than to rest 
content with the small mercy that had been doled out to them. 

Then again, Sir, when the pumping station at Narindie was com- 
pleted, it was run by Government for a few years, the cost being paid 
out of the municipal funds. Originally, the cost of running the 
pumping station was estimated, if I remember aright, at H». 13,000 
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only. In the next year, the municipality was told that Re. 16,000 would 
be required to run the pumping station and the municipal commissioners 
protested but to no effect. The running cost was subsequently raised 
to something like Re. 19,000 in the third year. Sir, I am speaking from 
memory and I quote these figures subject to correction as I severed my 
connection with the administration of the municipality more than two 
years ago. Then, Sir, the lands acquired for the sewerage outfall works 
were found to be inadequate and further acquisition was necessary. 
All this point to a state of things which is highly unsatisfactory, nay, 
I should say, condemnable, so far about the sewerage system. 

The improvement of the Dacca Water-works has a long history 
behind it. The same thing happened in regard to the preparation of 
this important scheme. Three schemes had been prepared one after 
the other for the extension of the water-works and the amount varied 
materially in each of these estimates, and the municipal commissioners 
having no technical knowledge had ultimately to submit to the will 
of Government after registering a mild protest. 

The elevated reservoir near the Victoria Park having a capacity of 
126,000 gallons of water was erected at a considerable cost under the 
direct supervision of the Executive Engineer, Public Health Depart- 
ment. After some time it began to leak so badly that repairs w r ere 
found necessary with bituminous speeting which cost the municipality 
Its. 4,000 or thereabout. This having been clone further repairs had 
to be carried out after 4 or 5 years to stop leakage at a cost of a couple 
of thousand rupees. 

Lastly, Sir, the history of the intake of the Dacca Water-works is 
well known to the department and I need not refer to it in detail. Some 
work was executed by the Public Health Department in connection with 
the suction pipe which proved to be a complete failure. There was some 
litigation over it between the Government and the contractor and the 
case was fought up to the High Court. Government lost the case 
ultimately with the result that the municipality was made to suffer a 
loss of about Us. 20,000. These are in brief some of the glaring instances 
of negligence and inefficiency of the department. 

Sir, I was not ready to speak on this motion. If I had actual figures 
in my possession I w ould have been able to quote chapter and verse to 
show how the public bodies are treated by the department. May I ask 
what would Government have done if such irregularities and mistakes 
had been committed by any municipality or district board in similar 
circumstances P 

Sir, I do not wish to waste the time of the Council by narrating stories 
which may seem dry and uninteresting. My object in supporting this 
motion is not to effect a cut in the provision which has been made under 
this head but to request Government to make an inquiry into the public 
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co mpl a i nts against this branch of the Public Health Department, so a* 
to part a atop to such state of things in future. 

ftti SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS SahaSur: Mr. President, Sir, I 
rise in support of the motion so ably moved by Mr. N. K. Basu. In 
doing so, I do not mean any cut or refusal in the pay of any officer of the 
department but I would like to bring to the notice of the Hon ’Me 
Minister-in-charge as well as to the members of this House the urgent, 
need for overhauling the department, to make it more efficient. I 
congratulate the hon’ble mover most sincerely for bringing in such a 
new motion of its kind. Sir, it is well knouu that the Engineering 
Section of the Public Health Department is entrusted with the duties of 
framing schemes relating to the water-supply, drainage and disposal 
of sewage, etc., and for giving effect to these schemes at the cost of 
rate-payers’ money, supplemented occasionally by contributions from 
the Government. Sir, the municipalities and other local bodies usually 
approve of their estimates of cost for such schemes and projects, only 
for the reason that they are prepared by highly-paid Government experts 
of this department, but I am sorry to say that as a member of a municipal 
board for more than a decade, I had occasions to find that their estimates 
and the works of operation of their schemes were either faulty or wrong 
with the result that we had to bear the calumny from the rate-jiayers for 
wasting their money. In some cases, the projects of this department 
met with failures giving rise to unnecessary costly litigation with 
contractors entrusted to carry out their plans. The Hon ’ble Mr. K. 
Nazimuddin, Rai Bahadur K. 0. Bailor ji, r.r-ch airman and c.t-vice- 
chairman of the Dacca Municipality, respectively, and members of 
Comilla Municipal Board as well as the members of the 
Executive Council of the Dacca University, who ure present here to-dav, 
will bear me out when I say that a great deal of public money weie 
wasted for the incompetency of this department in carrying out their 
plans. I cite some instances on the point: — 

(1) The original estimate of the 2nd improvement scheme of the 
Dacca Water-works was for Us. 1,80,000 which was several times revised 
with the approval of the municipal commissioners and ultimately 
amounted to Rs. 2,61,000 for the construction of a suction and jetty, but 
the work proved unsuccessful for which there was a loss of Rs. 52,000 
to the municipality. No Government grant was received by the muni- 
cipality for the scheme and the entire expenditure was met by the 
municipality, the major portion of course by loan from the Government. 

(2) The estimate of the drd improvement scheme of the Water-works 
of Dacca Municipality, again amounted to Rs. 4,80,000 but the actual 
work was done for Rs. 4,95,000, the excess amount has been sanctioned 
by the municipal commissioners to be met from the balance of 2nd 
improvement scheme in the hands of Public Health Department, 
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(3) As to sewer scheme of Daces, the original idea was to sewer the 
whole city with Government grant of Re. 25,00,000 and the original 
scheme for the initial portion amounted to Rs. 10,08,000 which was 
.subsequently revised and raised to Rs. 15,08,200 with the result that 
with the expenditure of total grant of Rs. 25,00,000, only two-third 
portion of the city has been sewered. This has increased the recurring 
expenditure of the municipality as provision has to be made both for 
the maintenance of the sewers as well as for the maintenance of bullock 
hearts for carriage of night soil from the unsewered portion of the city. 

(4) As to sewers in the Dacca University area, I am told that 
although there has been on excess expenditure by Rs. 50,000 or there- 
about from the original estimate, the sewers there are not yet 
satisfactorily complete. 

(5) I am also told that the 1st project of Comilla Water-works was 
more or less a failure with consequent loss of public money in thousands. 

Now, Sir, as matters stand, who is responsible for this miserable 
state of things and for this unnecessary waste of public money P Had 
the estimates and operation of schemes been perfect at the outset, lot 
■of these troubles and waste would not have happened. Hence I would 
like to point out that time has come when the Government must inquire 
into the efficiency of the experts of the department and stop any further 
waste of public money on such faulty estimates, etc., by the 
department. 

With these observations, Sir, I lend my support to the motion. 

BabU KHETTER MOHAN RAY; 1 want to say something about 
the water-works at Comilla. Mr. Ba$u does not know, because they are 
not mentioned in the report, why the Comilla people, who were origin- 
ally supplied with water from the Gumti river, are being supplied with 
well-water. I shall give him certain facts to show that the engineering 
department which is entrusted with the work is a rotten one. They have 
suppressed these facts in any of their reports submitted to Government. 
Mr, Basu has simply said that there must be something wrong; but as 
a matter of fact, a jobbery of the gravest kind was committed in connec- 
tion with the Comilla Water-works. The Comilla Water-works were 
started in 1922, and the puhlic were supplied with the best water avail- 
able from the river Gumti; the watsr was subjected to analysis and 
found to be the best water available. Then the water-works went on 
well for two years and we were getting ample water, but suddenly it 
stopped, and whyP Then there was an examination of the water-works, 
and it was found that the main, connecting the reservoir with the over- 
head reservoir* was not in position ; then it was afterwards found that 
this could not be placed in position as there was some running sand 
there. It was found that this would have to be replaced by some steal- 
ware pipes and it also transpired that in order to minimise the cost and 
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for other reasons the earthenware pipes were substituted for steel ware 
pip** It would have cost at least Rs. 60,000 more to put the connection 
in order with steel ware pipes, but the Public Health Department could 
not supply it; there was only a surplus of about Rs. 34,000 in all, and 
out of that sum, wells were excavated which coat about Rs, 20,000 and 
from those wells water is being supplied. But the intake setting tank 
and reservoir which were at a distance from the works had to be aban* 
doned ;ihe intake and the main, etc., cost at least more than Rs. 1,50,000, 
and this expenditure was a mere waste of money. For this reason the 
water-supply has been curtailed, and we aie not being supplied with 
sufficient pure drinking water, and this shows how much jobbery has 
be^n committed 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do not repeat that word; it does not 
sound well. 


Sabu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: With these words, I support the 
motion moved by my friend Mr. Basu. 


Mr. C. W. CURNER: Mr. President, Sir, the questions raised in 
this diseuHMon go back to the period of the last 4 or 5 years, and the 
matter is more or less one winch is not within the Hon'hle Minister’s 
personal knowledge, and he has asked me to reply to the ciiticisms 
made. I would first point out that these criticisms relating to the Dacca 
Sewerage and Concilia A\ uter-works, all go back to a period before the 
present Minister assumed c harge, and that it is u little unexpec ted to 
find himself attacked from the various sides of the House in regard to 
the activities of the Ministry. There is one other constitutional feature 
I may mention, and th is is the fact that so far as any loss that eventually 
occurred is concerned, the matter would be reported to the Public* 
Accounts Committee by the Accountant-General. The Accounts Com- 
mittee are naturally the custodian of the House in this matter and one 
would expect that all criticisms would come up through the Accounts 
Committee rather than on the floor of the House during budget discus- 
sions. With regard to one of these items, the Dacca Works, I find from 
the paper that it had gone up in the appropriation account of 1930, and 
I think that this must have been the case, but I am unable to verify the 
point. The natural custodian of the House is the Accounts Committee 
in this respect and these items must come up to them through which 
the criticisms may be mode, and where the Chief Engineer himself 
could be questioned about the loss. But the Chief Engineer is not here 
to deal with the details of the criticisms made. Those criticisms relate 
to the three works, and it is difficult to d^al with matters like this 
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Mr* PRESIDENTS I do not quite understand what you mean; do 
you mean to say that the notice you received was not long enough for 
you to prepare yourself to meet these points? 

Mr* C* W. GURNER* I am not quite clear; I think the criticism 
referred to a waste of money on account of a wrong estimate ; and it was 
suggested that the estimate was on account of the Comilla Water-works 
about which so much has been said, and 1 think it is the only incident 
to which the question of a wrong estimate can be applied. The position 
in the Comilla Water-works was this; that up to the year 1926, it was 
contemplated that the supply should be from the river Gumti, and that 
the whole scheme was based on that. 


5*30 p.m. 

These criticisms relate to three works, the Dacca Water-works 
Scheme, Dacca Sewerage Scheme and the Comilla Water-works Scheme. 
The motion refers to waste of money by the department on account of 
wrong estimates and that suggested to us, more than any other schemes, 
the Comilla Water-works Scheme on which so much has been said. I 
think the only question to he dealt with in this connection is the ques- 
tion of wrong estimates. The position in connection with the Comilla 
Water-works was this: Up to the year 1926, it was contemplated to 
draw the supply of water from the river Gumti, and the whole scheme 
was based on that proposal. As has been often said, and it seems quite 
fair, the stone gravity pipes which were put down proved unsatisfactory. 
The position was then examined further in 1925-26, and engineers con- 
sidered what was to be done. The position in regard to tube-well 
engineering had developed considerably since 1921-22. and when the 
scheme was placed before them the engineers advised that it was better 
to give up the ideu of drawing the water from the river Gumti, and that 
tube-wells might be utilised for that purpose. The department was 
advised to take the supply of water from tube-wells, tube-well engineer- 
ing, as the whole House is aware, having developed considerably rapidly 
during that period, and I do not think it is quite fair to say that money 
was not spent on tube-wells in 1922, and that the estimate was a waste 
of public money, because subsequently the scheme of tube-well supply 
of water was taken up. I submit, Sir, it is not quite fair to say that 
the original estimate was an unfair one. I do not dispute with the 
unsatisfactory character of the gravity pipes, and I understand from the 
Chief Engineer that their use was something in the way of an experi- 
ment. 

The two other schemes 1 shall now refer to, are the Dacca Water- 
works Schema and the Dacca Sewerage Scheme. In the case of the 
Dacca Water-works Scheme, there haa been a certain amount of Iom from 
circumstances which may be quite familiar to those members of the 
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How* who l&re engaged in business, namely, the failure of the contrac- 
tor. The contractor was sued but the case against him failed; and for 
the failure of the case against the contractor, I submit, Sir, the present 
Ministry cannot be held responsible. 

As regards the Dacca Sewerage Scheme, the House will see that I 
am not making any attempt to minimise or disguise the loss. What 
happened in the Dacca Sewerage Scheme is this: The University 
through whose grounds the sewerage pipes were laid down 5 or C years 
ago, long before the present Ministry came into existence, refused to 
allow’ pipes to be laid down, and the pipes were not used for several 
years and when they came to be used, they were unfortunately found to 
be defective. Those defect* were defects for which we could not be 
held responsible. The circumstances were beyond our hand, and to a 
great extent it was found impossible to tackle with those defects earlier 
because the scheme was not completed and it was not found possible to 
try the water test. I admit quite frankly that there is some justification 
for the criticisms made on these three schemes but as the various point* 
raised will come tip before the Public Accounts Committee, we will be 
too glad to place before that committee all the facts for their examina- 
tion. 

I would, however, point out that during the last few years the 
Engineering Branch of the Public Health Department really has been 
doing sterling work in enginering schemes for individual localities. I 
would cite one or two instances. The first is the Titagarb Sewerage 
Work, which has served as a model for the sewerage of small labouring 
areas on the river side. The other is the Asansol Water-works, com- 
pleted lust year at a cost of Rs. 4.50,000, It is an admirable instance 
of a water-works scheme for a moderate-sized district town. It was a 
scheme which, so far from incurring any loss, was completed within the 
estimate although that scheme included in it new principles for the 
distribution of water which we hope will have great effect in future in 
minimising the waste. T merely mention it to show’ how our engineer- 
ing work is done with economy, inventiveness and enterprise and I hope 
the present Ministry must get its fair share of credit for this. I hope 
the member will not press his motion to a division Iwause if it is carried 
it would mean an effective censure to the Minister who was not respon- 
sible for the failure in the instances cited, but on the assurance that all 
cases of loss would be examined most carefully in the Public Accounts 
Committee of this Council, I w’ould ask the mover to consent to with- 
draw bis motion. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA IEN CUPTA: May 1 ask whether as a 
matter of fact the Dacca Sewerage Scheme so far as it affected the 
University area, was held up because the University Committee did 
not make any contributions towards the scheme as they did not think it 
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necMtary that that scheme was necessary so far as Rama* was con- 
cerned ? 

Mr. C. W. CURHER: The hon’ble member has referred to details 
to which I cannot give a definite answer offhand. It is, however, a 
fact that the University authorities held it to be unnecessary but on 
what ground# I cannot say at present. 

Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DA8 Bahadur: May I ask what 

inquiries are going to be made as to the efficiency of the department in 
dealing with these schemes? 

Mr. C. W. CURNER: The question is difficult to answer. The 
department works under great difficulties. As I have said, it has already 
done some good work. I can only point out that the present Ministry 
was not responsible for the failure which will be inquired into, as I 
have pointed out, by the Public Accounts Committee in which all the 
facts will he placed. I think that meets the point. 

The motion of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : That the demand of 
Us. 5,9b, 000 under the head ‘M A— -Public Health Establishment’ be 
reduced by Its. 5,00,000 ” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E; I beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 5,90,000 under the head ‘”WA — Public Health Establishment” be 
reduced by Its. 100 (to draw the attention of the Government towards 
a long-standing nuisance — Nandi Hagan Trenching Ground within the 
town of Howrah). 

Mr. President, Sir, 1 would like to draw the attention of the House 
to the long-standing nuisance — I mean the Nandi Bagan trenching 
ground within the town of Howrah. Although the matter looks like a 
local affair, the fact that railway trains pass by the side of that trench- 
ing ground and passengers feel the stench, is sufficient to justify that 
it is more than a local concern. The trenching ground was established 
there at a time when there wa,s a very small population in Howrah. Day 
by day population on all sides of the trenching ground has become enor- 
mously large. The trenching ground is in the centre of the town of 
Howrah. The municipality of Howrah is divided into two parts and 
the trenching ground is in the middle of the town. It is situated in 
ward No. 4, practically half of it is on one side and the other half on 
the other side of the trenching ground. The trenching ground is in the 
midst of bu*t*e* which are inhabited on all sides by poor people. They 
cannot voice forth their trouble and they suffer from the exigence of 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


193*1 


m 


thii jauisanee. The trenching ground has been in existence from a very 
long time and has become practically useless. It is necessary in the 
interest of the health and happiness of the people living in the town 
of Howrah, as well as of those people who pass in trains by that side, 
that the Government should compel the municipality through their 
Public Health Department to remove that long-standing nuisance from 
the heart of the town. Sir, every one who has gone to Howrah within 
half an hour’s distance from the trenching ground, has felt what awful 
nuisance has been created by the existence of this trenching ground. 
One can feel the stench from about a mile from the trenching ground. 
It is the breeding place of mosquitoes and flies. One would be bathed to 
have cleanliness in the locality however much one might try to be so. 
At night time the mosquitoes are so large in number and so annoying 
to the people that any one who goes to Howrah from outside feels it 
difficult to stay there even tor a short time. It will never be possible to 
get rid ol the mosquito and the flies in Howrah so long as the trenching 
ground is there. The trenching ground, as l have said, is the breeding 
place of insects and hies which go into the ueighliouring houses and 
spiead disease. Representations were made by the rate-payers on 
various occasions not only to the municipality but also to the superior 
authorities of Government, the Secretary of the department concerned as 
also Members and Ministers of Government, hut so far no response bus 
been received from the Government. 


5-45 p.m. 

The trenching ground is still there and accounts for the ravages of 
cholera and other infectious epidemic diseases in Howrah. Sir, it is 
unimaginable how a civilised town like Howrah which is just by the side 
of Calcutta, the seat of the Government of Bengal, should have this sort 
of nuisance existing there even for one day. I therefore l>eg to draw the 
attention of Government to look to this nuisance and I hope that T shall 
get a sympathetic response from Government that this nuisance will he 
removed within a short time. With these words, I commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 

R«i Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTTS Sir, 1 rise practically to 
oppose this motion, and would draw the attention of the mover, Dr. 
Amulva Katan Gbose, to the necessity of having a sense of proportion. 
Nandy Bagan may he one of the dirtiest places in the world but there 
is a municipality, the municipality of Howrah, which, next to the 
municipality of Calcutta, is a strong body and a self-governing body, 
and I believe Dr. Ghose is a member of that body and has friends there 
equally influential like him. Ko I am disposed to ask him what has led 
him to bring up this trivial matter to the notice of the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council. Is it not admitting defeat that he and his friends are 
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absolutely helpless in the matter so far as the Howrah Municipality is 
concerned? That strikes me to be the only conclusion which may be 
intelligently taken of the whole situation. If it is a nuisance, I 
believe and presume Howrah Municipality is trying to remove it, or if 
no such step is being taken by it, perhaps it has a valid reason. Does 
the mover want that the Bengal Legislative Council should pass a 
motion like this and press it upon the Hon’ble Minister and the Minister 
will be obliged to take action against that municipality in respect of 
Nnndy Bagan? I do not think that it is the proper course to take. For 
these reasons, I for myself would not like to associate myself with a 
motion like. this. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: As Dr. Haridhan 
Dutt has rightly observed, it is a purely local affair and I do not find 
much justification on the part of Dr. Ghose in taking up the time of this 
House with a proposal like this. It is true that it is a standing nuisance 
for the last few years but it is up to the Howrah Municipality, up to 
the rate-pavers and commissioners of that municipality amongst whom 
I think l)r. Ghose is one, to take steps to remove it. As far back as 
1917, this question was consideied by Government and it was th a » 
decided Hint it was beyond the means of the Howrah Municipality to 
remove this nuisance, and Government therefore agreed to make some 
contribution towards the cost of its removal. The Howrah Municipality 
submitted a scheme, I think, in 1919. but that scheme was entirely 
different from the one on which the Government proposed to make a 
contribution, because it was one for shifting the nuisance and not for 
removing it. There the matter rests, if the Government have to inter- 
fere at all, till the Howrah Improvement Act is passed and Howrah is 
included within Calcutta. Tf the commissioners of the Howrah Muni- 
cipality are not alive to their duties, it is for the rate-payers to turn 
them out. There was an election last yeai ; in it Dr. Ghose was elected 
along with others; he on behalf of the rate-payers submitted a memorial 
to the Minister in charge of the Loral Self-Government against the com- 
missioners elected by them. 1 sympathise with the rate-payers but 
why did they not vote for men who would he more alive to their sense 
of responsibility? Why did they return persons who would perpetuate 
this nuisance? With these few words, I oppose the motion. 


Dr* AMULYA RATAN CH08C* May I mak» a personal explana- 
tion? I never approached the Government of Bengal on behalf of the 
rate-payers on this question. I think the persona mostly affected by this 
nuisance approached Government through some one else. 

The motion of Dr. Amulva Ratan Ghose was then put and loat. 
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Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I to move that the demand of 
lt«. $,96,000 under the head '*33 A — Public Health Establishment’ ’ be 
reduced bv Rs. 100 (to draw* attention to anomalous position of officer* 
employed in School Hygiene work). 


Only yesterday the Hon’hle Minister in charge of this department in 
answer to a question stated that there were two superior officers in 
charge of this work, namely, one Assistant Director of Public Health, 
who draws, including various allowances, u pay of about Its. 1,200 per 
mensem, and there is another officer, a medic al inspector of schools, who 
draws, including allowances, about Rs. 350 a month. Resides these two 
officers, there are 3 junior medical inspectors of schools, who nr,* all 
medical graduates and get Rs. 50 per month. Now, Sir, the object with 
which this school hygiene work was sought to he organised was no doubt 
a very noble one. The object was to examine nil hoys in high schools 
and detect if they had in them any lurking disease which might sub- 
sequently be fatal to them. Tuberculosis is, for example, a treac herous 
disease and it is very difficult to detect it. If it can he detected at its 
incipient stag. 1 then the guardians of the c hildren can he given timely 
warning and many valuable lives can thereby be saved. The object was 
no doubt a very noble one as 1 have said. Rut for want of funds it seems 
that Government have not been ahl,» to extend this work to the whole of 
this province. Whatever is clone in this direction is therefore practically 
confined within the limits of Calcutta. We quite appreciate, Sir, that 
Government is hard pressed for money at the present moment and it is 
not therefore possible for them to spend large sums towards this end. 
But what I submit, is that the two officers who draw these fat salaries 
have practically very little work to do. In answer to the same question 
the Hon’ble Minister said that the Assistant Director of Public Health 
was in charge of the general administration and th.* organisation work 
of the school hygiene branch. He surely means that the original inten- 
tion was to set up an organisation for the whole of this province hut us 
that has not been possible for shortness of funds, the ac tivities of these 
gentlemen are therefore confined within the limits of Calcutta prac- 
tically. Now, the question is whether it is necessary to maintain such 
high-salaried officers for the metropolis of Calc utta only. It w'as said 
that they had to look to other duties also hut those duties ur,» apparently 
of a minor character. Their principal duty is the organisation work of 
the school hygiene branch. If the answer to the question is again 
referred to, it will only confirm the statement I have made. These 
officers have visited a number of schools in 1930 and 1931, but I think 
that most of these schools, at least 90 per rent, of them, are situated 
within the limits of Calcutta, and the few sc hools that are outside Cal- 
cutta, are also within easy reach of Calcutta. Therefore the work they 
have to do is not at all of a strenuous nature. 
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Then the three junior medical inspectors who get no salary whatever 
but who get subsidies at the rate of Rs. 50 per mensem only, do the real 
work. They have to examine all the boys whose number will not be less 
than Rs. 8,000 in the whole of Calcutta and they have to visit all the 
schools every now and then. The schools are mostly situated at a great 
distance from their homes, perhaps 4 or 5 miles off. They do not get 
any travelling allowance whatever for their tours. The Hon’ble 
Minister w ill perhaps say that they are allowed to carry on private prac- 
tice and to adopt any other employment they may choose but I beg to 
submit that the salary they draw’ and the work they do, are not at all 
commensurate w ith the duties which they perform. In fact, these junior 
officers do the real work, and so far as the superior officers ara concerned, 
the principal duty which they seem to perform is to attend office, for 
which there seems to be no hard and fast rule to sign letters, I do not 
think more than once a w’eek and also to supervise the w T ork of these 3 
inspectors. Sir, is this the kind of work for which these two gentlemen 
should be paid such fat salaries? I think there is a good deal of pos- 
sibility of economy so far as this department is concerned, and I also 
think that it is highly necessary that the prospects of the 3 junior 
inspectors of schools should not be what they are at piesent. The 
lion ble Minister will perhaps say that the present financial situation 
does not permit of any steps being taken towards that end. We appre- 
ciate that explanation but I ask: Cannot something really he done? 
If the whole department is overhauled and the unreasonable salary of 
the highly-paid officers is reduced to a certain extent, I think justice 
may easily be done to these poor inspectors. 

IV ith these words, I move my motion. 


Thi Hon’bto Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I am really 
thankful to my esteemed friend, Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, for having 
drawn the attention of Government to this matter. I do not admit that 
the pay of the superior officers is not commensurate with the pay which 
is given to the sulx>rdinate officers, but many schemes are taken in hand 
with the object of further expansion. It is the financial difficulties of 
Government that have checked all expansion, so nothing further could 
be done. 

Mr. Tnmizuddin Khan lias suggested that the activities of thesd 
officers should he extended to the tnufastah I am sorry, I have not got 
n copy of the question and answer to which he referred, with me. But 
T believe, these officers have also visited schools outside Calcutta, in the 
municipality of Krishnagar and places in Eastern Bengal. 

(* p.m. 

If my friend Maulvi Tamituddin Khan suggests retrenchment, I 
would ask him to wait till the Retrenchment Committae is appointed 
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and fie case is considered by that Committee. If he suggests the expan- 
sion of this Department and the increasing of its activities, he will have 
to wait till further funds are available. Hut I do promise to look into 
his suggestions. It is certainly reasonable that we should offer some 
suitable remuneration to these officers. It may be that Government 
will not be in a position to give effect to any scheme of improvement as 
regards the remuneration of these officers at present, still the question 
will be carefully considered and Government may come to a decision 
whicfe may be given effect to in future. It is certainly not the desire 
of this House or of the mover of this motion to cripple the activities 
of this department. I know the mover is really anxious to increase the 
activities. But it would hardly be the remedy to reduce the pay of the 
superior staff, when the activities of the department will, as is likely 
to be, increase. The superior staff will have ample work. Reduction 
in pay of the supeiior staff will not help the inferior staff. 

W ith these few words, I would request the mover to withdraw his 
motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Tnmizuddin Khan was then. h\ leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Balm KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Si. . I beg to move that 
the demand of IN. 2, Jo, MM) under the head "Mil- (hunts for Public 
Health purposes — Riunl Water-supply” be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss 
the policy in connection with the rural water-supply which is now being 
pursued ) . 

At the outset, I wish to say that the* provision of a sum of 
Rs. 2,2), 000 only for rural water-supply is hardly adequate to meet the 
needs of the province. It will give an average of Rs. 0,000 to 
Rs. 10, (MM) per district and one-third of this sum will go for inuintuin- 
ing the existing grants for water-supply. So the average really comes 
to not more than Rs. (>,(M)0, which can be utilised for meeting the 
demands of a district in the matter of rural water-supply. Now’, Sir, in 
a district there are 4,0(M) villages on an average, and the need for the 
supply of good drinking water in the rural arcus is well known. There 
are many old tanks in the villages which are perfec tly useless, and in 
the interior of the district* on account of the silting of the rivers, the 
supply of drinking water has become short and during the dry season, 
the people suffer very much for want of good drinking water. We are 
in need of about 2, (KM) tanks tor the supply of good drinking water in a 
district and if we spend only Rs. 5,000 or Rs. 6 , (MX) at the most for this 
purpose, what can we do ? At the most we can have 4 or 5 tanks for 
this amount. How* many years will it take to have 1,500 tanks or wells 
for the supply of drinking water in the rural areas? My suggestion is 
that the ’Government of Bengal should raise a loan of at least 
Re. *30,00,000 to Rs. 40,00,000 and each district should be given on an 
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average lie. 1,50,000. This sum may be given as loan to the villagers 
who undertake to excavate tanks and to give back the money in 5 or 6 
years. If that is done, a certain sum of money may be placed at the 
disposal of district boards for the purpose of maintaining these existing 
tanks and the remainder may be utilised for paying interest charges. 
If that is done and the money is lent in the way I have suggested, I 
believe the loan can be repaid in 5 or G years, and as soon as a loan is 
repaid, the amount available may be lent to other persons. In this 
way 1 believe in 15 or 20 years , the entire need of the rural areas ip the 
matter of water-supply can be met. It will not cost much to provincial 
revenues; at the same time the amount which is now distributed may 
be utilised for meeting of the interest on loans to district boards, who can 
also excavate tanks for the benefit of the poor villagers. In this way a 
great deal can be done for the improvement of sanitation and for the 
removal of the want of good drinking water in the rural areas. This is 
a suggestion which T think the Hon’ble Minister may take into 
consideration with the help of district boards. Well-planned schemes 
can be prepared, and it may be seen how much is really needed for a 
district where there is a great demand for the supply of drinking water, 
and whether the people are willing to take loans and repay in 5 or G 
years. If that is done, this want will be removed and the people will 
be much benefited. I make this suggestion for the consideration of the 
Council and of the llen ble Minister. If such a scheme is approved and 
taken in hand, I dare say the lion' hie Minister will be able to grapple 
the situation. Government are contracting debts for ordinary purposes, 
but in this case if my suggestion is accepted the> will get back their 
money and it will not cost them anything. The money will be repaid 
in 15 or 20 or 30 years and the interest charges can be met from the 
amount set apart for water-supply. 1 do not mean to press this motion 
in order to bring a censure on the Ilon’ble Minister. My idea is that 
if be takes my suggestion into consideration he will be able to deal 
with tlie problem of rural water-supply in a satisfactory manner. 

With these words, I commend the motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I rise to speak in favour of this motion. 
It is a matter of regret, Sir, that on the question of sanitation and 
public health, the rural population and the rural area have always been 
neglected and I am tempted to say deliberately neglected by Govern- 
ment. Whenever any municipality comes forward with any proposal, 
the Government more or less, as funds permit, respond very generously, 
but they forget that the people living in municipal areas^are well-to-do 
and educated people. They can very well look after their own affairs. 
But the people in the rural areas are not only poor but they have no 
influence ; they are uneducated and more or less helpless. Sir, my 
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fri«n4 the mover has suggested that a certain amount of money he raised 
by Joan for the purpose of having good supplies of drinking water. 
Nobody can deny the fact not even the members of the Government 
benches that there is a great want of good drinking water in the rural 
areas, at any rate, on the other side of t lie Ganges, and that is the 
cause of the prevalence of various diseases, notably malaria and cholera. 

6-1 o p.m. 

I believe the Hon’ble Minister will hear me out when I say that in the 
Burdwan Division there are many villages whole during the hot season 
people have to take wuter from tanks which is half mud and half water. 
The reason is simply that in the old days the Government or the 
territorial magnets, the zanumlars, used to excavate big tanks 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ma> I interrupt Mr. Kasem and inform the 
House that the time-limit will he reached at 6-24? So I would ask 
Mr. Kasem to he very brief. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Yen well, Sii. In supporting Kishori 
Balm’s motion, I beg to suggest that when a large sum of money is to 
he borrowed the interest and the sinking turn! charges should he con- 
tributed both by the people and the Government in pursuance of the 
provisions of the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 
which was passed in 1020, and has not actually been put into operation 
up till now . In spite of the reply I got, 1 sn\ that the agency will 
not to a huge extent depend on the District Magistrate hut on the 
Collector of the district. What I suggest is that a good sum 
over and above this sum should al-o he contributed from the provincial 
revenues. I submit that it is the rural people who are the largest 
contributors to the provincial revenues and the Collector simply sends 
them to the treasury. As the cultivators lime to pay the piper they 
have a greater right to cull for the tune. Therefore, a substantial 
portion should he contributed by the Government and some money may 
be paid by the local people according to the provisions of the Bengal 
Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 have 
listened with attention, I might say with respectful attention, to what 
fell from my esteemed friend, Balm Kishori Mohan ( hatidhuri. His 
suggestion is that the Government should Iwjrrow a large amount from 
the Government of India and advance the money in their turn to 
zamindan as well as to well-to-do villagers for helping them in 
excavating or re-excavating tanks and wells. As a matter of fact 
Government have just started this policy hut not yet on a very large 
scale. My friend, Mr. Momin, will bear me out that it was only last 
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year we advanced Re. 00,000 to the District Board of Chittagong with 
the idea that the district board would in their turn advance the money 
to the villagers to help them in the re-excavation of tanks. The water- 
supply loan scheme was actually given effect to only from last year and 
it would he some time before this scheme could be declared a success. 
Government have, as a matter of fact, provided for a sum of Rs. 2,50,000 
in the budget for expenditure on this head; but unfortunately there 
were not many demands from the district boards. The principle which 
the Government follow in advancing this money is that a portion of this 
amount is spent in meeting the interest charges on the loans advanced 
to district boards, and a portion of the amount is spent through the 
district magistrates in consultation with the district boards on water- 
supply. Besides this, there are augmentation grants paid to the 
district boards for the improvement of rural sanitation, water-supply 
aud other schemes. The amount for the water-supply loan is borrowed 
from the Government of India, but the provincial exchequer bears the 
interest charges. The interest which the local bodies have to pay is 
only 3 per cent, and 31 per rent, is paid by the Government of Bengal to 
the Government of India. So you will see that this experiment has 
already been started; it will be some time before Government can extend 
their activities in this direction. 

Mr. A bul Kasem has observed that Government have deliberately 
neglected the matter of water-supply to the rural areas. Sir, I do not 
know what the Government did in t lie past, but certainly they are not 
inclined to neglect it at present. With these words, 1 would request 
the mover to withdraw the motion. 

The motion of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

[At 0-20 p.tn., the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 0-40 p.m. ] 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 38,71,000 be grunted for expenditure 
under the head “33 — Public Health” was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head “33 — Public Health” were 
not called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: That the demand of 
Rs. 27,27,000 under the head *33B — Grants for Public Health purposes' 
be reduced by Rs. 5,00,000.“ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA9AI: “That the demand of 
Ra. 27,27,000 under the head ‘33 B— Grants for Public Health purposes 
(Transferred) 1 -be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to discuss the desirability of 
having schemes for waterworks and sewerage schemes ready to be taken 
up as soon as funds will be available ). ” 
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;MwHvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: “That the demand of Ra. 27.27,000 
under the head 33B-— Grants for Public Health purposes’ lie reduced 
by B«. 1,000 (to draw attention to the desirability of making grants 
for the destruction of water-hyacinth which is affecting sanitation in 
rural areas).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI : That the demand of 
Rs. 27,27,000 under the head %33B— Grants for Public Health purposes’ 
be reduced by Rs. 501 (to discuss the urgency of taking special steps to 
combat with the spread of leprosy and tuberculosis with special reference 
to the alarming conditions which prevailed in Kalighat).’’ 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: That the demand 
of Rs. 27,27,000 under the head 33B— Grants for Public Health 
purposes be reduced by Rs. 500 (inadequacy of the grant).” 

Babu 8UK LAL NAG: “That the demand of IN. 27,27,000 under 
the head ‘331V — Public Health — Grants for Public Health purposes’ 
be i educed by Re. I (for not sanctioning Ragerhut waterworks 
scheme),” 

Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR 8EN: “That the demand of 
Rs. 2,20,000 under the head ‘330 — Expenses in connection with 
epidemic diseases — Malaria charges* he teduced by IN. 5 (to draw 
attention to the serious outbreaks of malaria in Goalundo and Kadnr 
subdivisions of the Fuiidpur disinYt).'* 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. -1,50,000 under the head ‘330 — 
Expenses in connection with epidemic diseases’ he reduced by IN. 1,000 
(failure to cope with epidemics — particularly during tin* time of last 
flood and famine).” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : “That the 
demand of Rs. 3,50,000 under the head ‘330 — Expenses in connection 
with epidemic diseases’ he reduced by Us. 100 (to draw' attention to the 
serious outbreak of malaria in parts of Mymensingh, especially in the 
subdivisions of Kishoreganj and Netrakonu).” 

Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAB Bahadur: “That the demand of 
Rs. 3,50, 0(H) under the head *330 — Expenses in connection with 
epidemic diseases’ be reduced by Rs. 15 (to raise a discussion about the 
present administration and control regarding malaria, kala-asar and 
other epidemic charges which appear to be defective and can be 
improved in many ways). 1 * 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs, 3,50,000 
under the head *330 — Expenses in connection with epidemic diseases’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (insufficient ^rant to cope with the necessities of 
the situation).” 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: ‘That the demand of 

Rs. 3,50,000 under the head '330 — Expenses in connection w T ith 
epidemic diseases’ be reduced by Re. 1 (inadequacy of the grant).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That t he demand of Rs. 1,02,000 
under the head ‘330 — Bacteriological Laboratories’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the policy involved).” 

Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,02,000 under the head ‘83D — Bacteriological Laboratories’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention of the Government to the desir- 
ability of reducing the charges for analysis of food articles sent by local 
bodies and making the same nominal).’’ 

Rli KAMI N I KUMAR DA8 Bahadur: “That the demand of 
Rs. 38,7 1 ,000 under the head ‘33 — Public Health’ be reduced by Rs. 10 
(to raise a discussion on the present public health establishment and 
its work in different places).” 

Ktzi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand ot Rs. 38,71,000 
under the head ‘33 — Public Health' be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the 
general policy).” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : “That the demand of 
Rs. 38,71,000 under the head ‘33 — Public Health' be reduced by Re. 1 
(to draw attention to the inadequacy ot the demand).” 

Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 38,71,000 under the head ‘33 — Public Health’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to discuss the want of proper attention to the highly malarious areas 
in West Bengal).” 


84 — Agriculture. 

The Hoct'Me Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur e 

Mr. President, Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor, 1 beg to niove that a sum of Rs. 22,80,000 be granted fox 
expenditure under the head “34 — Agriculture.” 
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»Tfce general policy of the Agriculture Department i* to eet up and 
maintain higher standards of agricultural products and production, to 
introduce and enforce better methods of farming and ultimately to 
raise the social moral and civil life of the people to a higher level by 
improving their economic condition. It must, therefore, be admitted 
on all hands that the task before the department is stupendous and 
particularly because there is hardly any limit to advancement in the 
direction of improved production, economic distribution, improvement 
of breed and indeed in all mental and moral development. The agricul- 
tural improvement in a country depends mainly upon two factors, 
namely, research and demonstration. In the words of the Royal Com- 
mission on Agriculture “the basis of all agricultural progress is 
experiment.” As a matter of fact, demonstration and propaganda can 
only follow successful experiment. 

Now, turning to the activities of the three research sections of the 
department, I can state briefly that while the fibre and botanical 
experts are mainly engaged in the solution of problems connected with 
the two staple crops of the province, namely, jute and paddy, the 
chemical section has devoted its attention to sugar and tobacco problems. 
As u result of experiments on jute fibre, it has been found that the 
departmental jute is a hettei \ udder by about *Jf» per rent. As a result 
of experiment on paddy seeds by the botanical section, it has been 
ascertained that the nayra dushar and bh<unniutnik t particularly the 
last, produce the best yield in Western Bengal as mdraxail in Eastern 
Bengal. Research has also been carried on for selection of cotton for 
Bengal soil with more or less satisfactory results, Investigations have 
been made into various parts and effective precaution suggested in the 
localities where the crops are victimised by pests. 

The work of the chemical section on the experiment of sugarcane and 
tobacco is also satisfactory. The department has distributed in the 
districts lakhs ot cuttings of an improved variety of sugarcane. 
Improvements have been effected in the method of curing of cigarette 
varieties. 

Now, turning to demonstration and propaganda, Sir, 1 can only 
repeat the observation of the Roval Commission that Agricultural 
Research can be of no avail to cultivators until its results are brought 
to their doors in a form in which they become a part of their agricul- 
tural practice and the best and quickest method of influencing the 
cultivators is to demonstrate an improvement in crop or method on a 
small plot cultivated under departmental control or direction. The 
Agriculture Department in Bengal, Sir, is fully alive to the utility of 
this method of ocular demonstration and has been introducing it 
wherever possible through Ixtrga system of cultivation under close 
departmental supervision. Our financial limitation in employing 
an adequate number of demonstrator is a great handicap in 
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the wholesale introduction of this method all over the province. But 
it is gratifying to mention that private individuals are evincing greater 
interest and supplementing the departmental efforts in this direction. 
The number of private farms has substantially increased in recent years. 
Besides, the co-operative societies are materially helping the depart- 
ment in the introduction of experimentally approved seeds. 

The .budget provides for the Agriculture Department including 
sericulture and l>otanical and other public gardens, the Civil Veterinary 
Department aud the Bengal Veterinary College and the Co-operative 
Department. 

As explained by the Hon’ble Finance Member in his budget speech, 
the budget for 1932-33 lias l>een prepared under most lamentable 
circumstances and utmost economy had to be observed to reduce the 
margin of deficit as much as possible. In these circumstances next 
year’s budget can very well be called a poor man’s budget, and with 
the limited resources it bus just been possible to provide for the essential 
needs of the departments concerned. It is, however, a matter for 
congratulation that whilst other departments have had to submit to 
emergent cuts to tide over the difficulty, the Agriculture Department 
has been left practically untouched. 

Although the present unsatisfactory financial position bus continued 
to he a great handicap, 1 have great pleasure in saying that the 
departments concerned have risen equal to the occasion und there has 
been unremitting effort to press forward the policy laid down by 
Government. 

In the Agriculture Department the staff available for demonstration 
and propaganda is very inadequate, hut an increasing measure of 
assistance from local Iwidies and private individuals has been forth- 
coming. There are at present 165 private farms in this presidency. 
These farms, which voluntarily ask for and obtain departmental advice, 
grow departmental crops, use departmental bulls aud implements and 
generally act as so many demonstration centres, bear an eloquent 
testimony to the solid work done by the Agriculture Department. It is 
gratifying that a large number of gentlemen of means are showing an 
inclination to taka up farming as a business proposition, and in this 
laudable object they always receive all possible assistance and encourage- 
ment from the department. It is also noteworthy that there are now in 
existence 240 paddy seeds farms comprising an area of about 4,000 
bighas which are managed by zamtndurs, talukdar *, co-operative 
societies, union boards, agricultural associations, etc. The supply of 
paddy seeds of approved quality from these farms was about 13,000 
maunds in theVyear 1930-ill. 

On the research side, much useful work has been undertaken with 
financial assistance from the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 
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takofiill advantage thereof. Never before in the history of the Bengal 
Agricultural Department the time has been more favourable for the 
initiation of schemes of agricultural research nor has such a great 
impetus been arisen to it, than at the present moment with the financial 
assistance offered by the Imperial Council. Indeed, the severe economic 
depreesion through which this country, in common with the rest of the 
world, is now passing, should be regarded as a reason not for the 
cessation, but for an extension of the work of research. The greater 
utilisation of the help which science can give, will be a potent factor 
in the revival of existing industries, including agriculture, no less 
than in the development of new ones. 


In this direction the Agri.ultural Department has already given a 
lead by hnnging into prominence the economic value of the cultivation 
of sugarcane and the prospects of sugarcane industry in this presidency. 
As is well known there is a heavy import of sugar into Calcutta month* 
from Java, and the inference is that people are taking widely to the 
consumption of sugar rather pur. Urge areas in four out of five 
divisions in Bengal, are eminently suited for growing sugarcane. It is 
expected that the adoption of the high yielding departmental strains of 
jute will not only limit the expansion of the area under jute, hut even 
in normal times, may bring about a reduction of that area. If even 
half of the area thus liberated, could be put under sugarcane and if 
that sugarcane could be locally converted into pur for transport to a 
refinery, Bengal should not need to import a single ton of over d lakhs 
of tons which it is now importing annually into the port of Calcutta 
alone. Thus, there is a market. There are also suitable land and 
departmental varieties of cane which has l*»e» found admirably suited 
to Bengal. The Agricultural Department have produced a small 
power-crushing plant with a capacity of handling about one ton of cane 
an hour and an extraction of TO per vent, and also a cheap gar-boiling 
furnace capable of keeping pace with the crusher and of producing pur 
of the high quality required for sugar-making. Both the crusher and 
the furnace have been in use for two seasons on the estate of a lurge 
commercial firm and the results are reported to be commercially satis- 
factory. The areas at present under cane are not suffic iently large or 
concentrated to justify the establishment of white sugar refineries in the 
mu fa* sal on a factory scale but it is believed that it would still be 
possible to establish small sugar- refining factories in certain areas. 


6-45 p.m. 

The important question of improvement of cattle is still engaging 
the attention of the department. It is indeed the most difficult of all 
problems; and attempts at private legislation with this object in view 
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have been made in the Council, but no satisfactory solution has yet been 
found. With the limited resources at their disposal Government are 
doing all that they can. The object of the Rangpur Cattle Farm and 
the cattle section at the Dacca Farm is to improve the breed of cattle. 
An interesting scheme is now being tried as an experimental measure 
for the improvement of cattle in local areas by the grant of premium 
to owners of approved bulls. This has been a success in Malda district 
and Government have recently sanctioned the purchase of forty cross- 
bred bull calves, the progeny of premium bulls, for free distribution 
among raiyats in that district for breeding purposes. In this way, 
it is hoped, it will be possible to cover a large area with the progeny 
of selected bulls and thus improve the breed of cattle in the local areas 
concerned. 

Turning to the Veterinary Department the object of which is to 
afford relief to sick and ailing animals and to control outbreaks of 
contagious diseases, the policy of Government is to provide in co-opera- 
tion with the local bodies in each subdivisional headquarters an itinerant 
veterinary assistant surgeon, and a veterinary hospital or dispensary 
with a stationary veterinary assistant surgeon-in-charge. It has not 
yet been possible to complete the programme but evidence is not wanting 
of the desire of the local ladies to move further in this direction when 
their funds enable them to do so. The District Board of Dacca of 
which my friend Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji is the 
chairman, I am glad to sav, have shown their public spirit by 
applyiug for seven veterinary assistant surgeons in addition to the four 
already employed by them. Government have agreed and it is hoped 
that these seven men will be employed early next year. The long-felt 
disability under which the union Iwmrds laboured owing to their 
inability to undertake work for the prevention and treatment of cattle 
diseases or for the improvement of the breed and health of cattle in 
rural areas has been removed by the Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Act, 1931. It is hoped that they will now take up the 
matter so far as their financial resources permit. 

The co-operative movement in Bengal had to pass through a severe 
stress in recent years owing to the economic situation caused by world- 
wide trade depression, coupled with the unusual fall in commodity 
prices, especially of jute and paddy, which resulted in shortage of 
money. This adversely affected the agricultural population and not 
only it affected the credit side of the movement but also the operations 
of non-credit agricultural and uon-agricultural societies. The failure 
of the jute sale societies has made it apparent that there are various 
difficulties which are not easy to meet successfully in the operations of 
purchase and side societies. Government have, therefore, come to the 
conclusion that in the present circumstances anything like a widespread 
movement for co-operative purchase and sale is premature. 
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Financial stringency has stood in the way of increasing the inspect* 
ing staff according to normal requirements, but such staff as is indis* 
passably necessary has been provided. With a view to fulfilling our 
obligation for annual audit, provision has been made in the budget for 
27 additional auditors and their peons. 

With these words, Sir, I commend the motion to the acceptance of 
the'Tlbuse. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: “That the demand 

of Be. 2,01,000 under the head ‘34 A — Agriculture — Experimental 
farms’ be reduced by Rs. 50,000.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,01,000 under the head “34A — Agriculture — Experimental 
farms” be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw attention to the actual service 
rendered by these farms). 

As there is another important motion — the one regarding the 
Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals — 
to which my friends in the House want to concentrate 
their attention, 1 should like to be as brief as possible. Sir, the 
experimental farms started in certain districts by the Government have, 

I am sorry to note, failed in achieving the object for which they were 
started. The department has failed to popularise them. Lot of 
propaganda work was needed to make these very useful institutions 
popular among the agriculturists in whose interest the farms have been 
established. Perhaps the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture will demand 
more funds for propaganda work. Sir, if there be co-ordination of 
work among the different transferred departments, there would he 
considerable savings rather than more money for the purpose of 
propaganda. Sir, the experiments made in Gurgaon near Delhi have 
proved such a success that it has been adopted in many districts in the 
Punjab and the United Provinces. The work of village uplift embraced 
all the transferred departments— Education, Sanitation, Agriculture and 
Industries — they are all inter-connected. They have engaged one 
guide for each village who does propaganda work for all the departments. 
Sir, so far as these experimental farms are concerned, I do not know 
why they should work at a loss. The very purposes for which they 
have been started are frustrated if they are not worked at a profit. Aft 
ounce of fact was preferable than a thousand theories. If the people 
find the farms working at a loss, it would not at all be possible ta 
popularise them. People will try to avoid the farms as much as possible 
instead of taking advantage of them. If the farms be not beneficial to 
the public, what is the use of maintaining them? Show to the people 
by facto and figures that these farms which are using improved methods 
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o I cultivation with better manure and better seeds are yielding more 
and better crops and getting more profits, people will flock to the 
farms, else it would be sheer waste of public funds to maintain such 
costly shows. Any amount of propaganda will not help a losing 
concern. If you want to make them popular, infuse business principles 
in the department. It was no use conducting mamuli work at public 
expense without any appreciable benefit to the public. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Sir LANCELOT TRAVERS" I would like to say a word with regard 
to these experimental farms. I am inclined to think that there is some 
justification for criticism. My information, to a certain extent my 
experience, is that the officers in charge of these farms confine their 
demonstration work to the farms alone. They should visit the 
neighbouring places in which the farms are situated, and explain 
difficulties to the people and attempt to educate iu agriculture. They 
should go into the hustee areas and get in touch with the more advanced 
of the nujjatg and with their aid to demonstrate in areas of one or two 
miles apart the results of their experiments. That should be their 
work. That should he their aim and at present they are certainly not 
doing this. 1 think there should be more supervision; the divisional 
agricultural officers should go to the farms in their charge more often 
than they do at present ; moreover they should pay unexpected visits, 
and should not advise the officer-in -charge that they are going there at 
such and such a time, and in this way they can find out what the officer is 
actually doing. Also I have found, in the districts of Northern Bengal, 
where the Deputy Commissioner is believer in agricultural progress aud 
frequently goe s to the demonstration farms, that those farms are doing 
much more useful work. I suggest to the Hon ’hie Minister-in -charge 
that we should attempt to obtain more co-operation from the civil 
authorities iu each district. At present there are too many returns and 
too little practical work is done. 

Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U* I beg to support the motion 
moved by Ral Mahasai. I was very glad to hear the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Agriculture say that his department was trying to raise 
the social, moral and economic condition of the people, with the accent 
on “the people,” and that the work that was being done at the agricul- 
tural farms was the work of demonstration and propaganda and also 
that the chemical section of this department was trying experiments 
regarding the* refining of sugar and the cure of tobacco for cigarettes. 
Sir, I am very pleased that the Hon’ble Minister has these ideals in 
him, but 1 want to give the House an illustration of how this ideal is 
being achieved. The mover of this motion in one of his sentences 
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asked the question what the use of maintaining these farms was. 
Well, I do not know that I am in a position to answer that question as 
it haa been put, but I shall show presently that the use of maintaining* 
one of these farms, is to benefit a foreigner. I mean a man who is not 
of “the people/’ whose social, moral and economic condition the 
Hon’ble Minister is out to raise. I think it will be within the 
knowledge of the members of this House that in 1929-30, the Govern- 
ment of India appointed a Banking Inquiry Committee, and a 
Provincial Banking Inquiry Committee was appointed for Bengal. 
This Provincial Bunking Inquiry Committee held an investigation into 
some of the activities of one of the experimental farms of which the 
Minister is so proud, that is the experimental farm for tobacco in the 
district of Rangpur. The report of the Banking Inquiry Committee, 
extracts of which I shall with your leave place before the House, will, 

I am sure, startle many of the members of this House. 1 do not say 
that the extracts from this will in any way affect the result .of any 
voting that there might be on this motion, but I do say that- the facts 
stated in that report are very startling indeed 


7 p in. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 


Adjournment. 


The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 31st 
March, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of tfM Bengal Legislative Counoil tes e m fa l o d under tiio 
provisions of tho Government of India Act 

Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
•Calcutta, on Thursday, the 31st March, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Ohaudhuei, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 107 nominat- 
ed and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to whioii oral answers wore given). 

Prisoner Maulvi A. K. Colam Jilani. 

*190. Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased 
to state whether Maulvi A. K. Golam Jilani, a graduate and a son of 
a respectable zamindar of Dacca, was placed in division III in the 
Dacca Central Jail upon his conviction under the Emergency Powers 
Ordinance? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
release of the late Maulvi A. K. Golam Jilani was recommended on 
•account of his serious illness on the 4th February last by the Medical 
^Officer and Superintendant of the jail? 

^c) Is it a fact that no final order was passed by the Additional 
District Magistrate sanctioning the release, when it was too late, till 
the 10th February? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state the reason of this delay? 

MEMBER In oharge of POLITICAL (4AIL8) DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble 8ir B. B. Choto): (a) Yes, but Government have no informa- 
tion whether he was a graduate or his father a zamindar. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) On the 8th February the Additional District Magistrate under- 
took to issue an order for release if the prisoner’s father would 
execute a bond to have the prisoner treated at the Mi t ford Hospital 
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and surrendered at the jail on recovery. On the 10th February the 
father agreed to give the undertaking and an order for release was 
passed. 

(d) The reason for the delay was doubt regarding the power of the 
District Magistrate to order the release of the accused. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
on account of the delay, Maulvi A. K. Golam Jilani died? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Yes. He died. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Rou ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it was difficult for him to consult the University 
Calendar to find out whether Maulvi A. K. Golam Jilani was a graduate 
or not? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Mem. 
ber be pleased to state whether the District Magistrate made u reference 
tc the Government in this connection? 

The Hon’We Sir B. B. CHOSE: No. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Mem. 
ber consider the desirability of issuing orders so that there may 1 m» no 
doubt in the minds of District Magistrates in future? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: There are rules in the Jail Code, 
but in this case it did not fall under any of the rules. Hence the doubt, 
and that was the reason for the delay. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state whether the doubt was in the mind of the 
District Magistrate or of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The District Magistrate. As I 
have already stated, there was no reference to Government. 


Report on the odlision on river Buriganga at Daooa. 

•ISt. Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble . Member in charge of the Marine Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government have received from 
the Magistrate of Dacca the preliminary inquiry report and 
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the Marine Court report which concluded it* sittings on 12th 
March, 1932, on the M.L. “Meghna’VP.S. “Mikir” collision on river 
Buriganga at Dacca on 19th January, 1932 ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie Mem- 
ber be pleased to lay on the table copies of the said reports? 

(c) Will the Hon’bie Member be pleased to state what further 
action, if any, the Government propose to take in the matter? 

MEMBER in oharge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. A. Mtrr): (a) and (b) Yes. A copy of the report of the Court of 
Inquiry, which has just bean received, will be laid on the library table 
when it is printed. Copies of reports of preliminary inquiries are not 
published, 

(c) The report of the Court is under consideration. 

Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: Will the Hnn’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether a copy of the report will be placed 
on the library table before the Council is prorogued? 

Thi Han* bit Mr. A. MARR: Yes, I have taken that matter into 
consideration. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdl Bahadur: Will the Hon’bie 

Member be pleased to state who held the preliminary inquiry? 

Thi Hon’bta Mr. A. MARR: The District Magistrate. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon’bie 
Member be pleased to stats what were the findings of the Court of 
Inquiry? 

The Hon’blt Mr. A. MARR. That will be found with the copy of 
the report that will be placed on the library table. 


Inoidant at Chandrakar in Mkhtapera. 

*1S2« Mr. R. MAITt: (a) Will the Hon’bie Member in charge of the 
Police Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Babu 
Natendra Nath Das, pleader of the Midnapore Bar, was severely beaten 
by Sergeant Smith and three other armed constables with cane lathis 
resulting in several injuries to him, when the former came near the 
place of meeting which was announced to be held on 4th March, 1932, 
at Chandrakar in Midnapore town and had just begun addressing people 
to disperse in view of the police attitude? 
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{£) Is it «iso a fact that no warning was given at all for dispersal 
before the police party committed the above-mentioned atrocities upon 
Natendra Babu? 

(a) If the answers to (a) and (b) ars in the affirmative, will the 
HonHble Member be pleased to state under whose order or authority 
these excesses were committed by the police? 

(d) What action, if any, do the Government propose to take against 
those who are responsible for surh actions? 

(e) Is it also a fact that on 7th March, 1931, processionists consist- 
ing of males and females were severely charged with lathis by the 
police when they were leading a procession in the towu of Midnapore 
and after being brought to the Kotwali thana under arrest and kept there 
for some time, were released and dispersed after a severe lathi charge 
causing injuries to several of them, including females? 

(/) Will the Hon’lde Member be pleased to stab 1 whether such 
actions on the part of the police have the approval of the Government? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, is the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of issuing instructions restraining such police 
actions in future? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. 
W. D. R. Prontioe): (a) llabu Natendra Nath Dus was a member of an 
assembly which had been declared unlawful and ordered to disperse. 
As he and others of that assembly refused to disperse, a light cane 
charge was made to disperse them, in course of which he received slight 
injuries. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

(c) The procession was warned to disperse. They were defiuut and 
bo were taken to the thana , hut released latar on. As they left the 
thana f one of the demonstrators, Makhan Bala, incited the others to 
return to the thana and plant the Congress flag there. They were 
stopped and repeatedly ordered to disperse. They refused and ultimate- 
ly force had to be resorted to. Only light canes were used and particular 
care was taken not to use force on the women. 

(/) The action taken by the police on that occasion was in accord- 
ance with law and has the approval of Government. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Mr* R. MAITl! With regard to the answer to (a), will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether Babu Natendra Nath Das was medi- 
cally examined the next day and whether several injuries were found 
on his person including a lacerated wound? 
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Thi HonMrit Mr. W. D. II. PRENTICE: He received slight injuries 
end was examined by the Civil Surgeon. 

Mtlllvi EYED IALALUDDIN HASHEMYs With reference to the 
answer to (a), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there 
is a distinction between a lathi charge and a light cane charge? 

* 

The Hott’Mo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It refers to the weapons 
used. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: With reference to the 
answer to ( e ), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
injuries were done against women ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The answer is there. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, 1 want definite 
answer that there was no force used against women. Is it possible for 
the Hon’ble Member to state that no force was used against women? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I may refer the lion hie 
member to the answer given. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTER! EE: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state what was the nature of the injuries to Babu Natendra Nath Das? 

Tht*Hofi’blu Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The information I have 
given is that he received very slight injuries and he was examined by the 
Civil Surgeon. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTER! EE: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the 
term “slight injuries” made by medical men may include very serious 
injuries P 

Thu Hoffbfc Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: My experience is quite the 
other way. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state since when the police have been armed with light canes? 

Thu Hon’bto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. About three months ago. 

BubuBATIfH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether there are any written instructions 
laid down by Government for the guidance of police officers when dis- 
persing unlawful assemblies? 
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Tht Hw'M* Mr. W. D. R. PRINT 101: I do not think ao. TW. 
i* nothing more than what is in the Criminal Procedure Code. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the police carries light canes and heavy lathis 
at the same time? 

The HonPblo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, not at the same time. 

Maulvi 8YED MA«IID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what was the weight of these light canes? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. R. MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether Babu Natendra Nath I)as was examined by the Civil Surgeon 
in the same evening? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE. He was examined by the 
Civil Surgeon, but when that was done, I do not know. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE. Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether the expression “light canes” means long and stout canes 
but not heavy ones? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
inquire into the matter? 

(No answer.) 


Revenue Bale. 

•188. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, Of 
Naihipur: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that the District Magistrate of 
Bogra has recently passed an order to the effect that the revenue sale will 
be stopped only on payment of full land-revenue and two-thirds of cess? 

MEMBER In ohargo of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bio 
Sir B. B. ChoM): He passed an order that the arrears of land revenue 
and two-thirds of the cess should be paid; but on the day of sale, he 
did not insist on this as a condition of exemption from sale. 
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Mauhri iYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon 'We Member be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate of Bogra has recently 
passed an order to the effect that revenue sales will be stopped only on 
payment of two-thirds of eessP 

The Hon 1 We Sir B. B. CHOSE: I am not aware of that. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Is the Hon'ble Member aware that 
the payment of cess cannot be conditional for the annulment of sale? 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the order was passed by the District 
Magistrate under instructions from Government or he did it on his own 
initiative? 

Tha Hon’We Sir B. B. CHOSE: I understand that the order was 
passed under a misapprehension of an order passed by the Revenue 
Department, but that has been corrected since it was brought to my 
notice. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to Rtate whether that misapprehension has been removed by 
the Government not only in the case of collection in Bogra but in respect 
of other Collectors by a general circular? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: I have no information that any 
other Collector requires such an order. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Having regard to 
the fact that this order was passed by the Collector, will the Hon'ble 
Member he pleased to stute whether he is considering the desirability of 
issuing a circular order to all District Magistrates? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: It is the Collector of Bogra who 
passed such orders. If no other Collector is under any misapprehension, 
it is not necessary to pass any general order. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether som? concession was granted in the 
matter of land revenue last year? 

Tha Hon»W* Sir B. B. CHOSE: That does not arise. 

Short notice question by Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury. 

*w 

BalM SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I submitted 
a short notice question About a week ago and I have not got the answer 
yet. 



QUESTIONS. 


71 # 


Mr. PRESIDENTS I know nothing about that. 

iabtt 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs Antonym 

the last day of the session , may I not have an answer? 


3-15 p.m. 


Unstirred Questions 

(insurers to which wen laid on the table). 

•heristadar of the Distriot Judge of Hooghly. 

100. Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the present thertstaihir of the District Judge of Hooghly 
is holding his pcost as such, in his “home district/' for more than 
twelve years? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why “the 
general policy of Government that such officers are not to be retained 
in their home districts, even in exigent cases, for more than five years," 
has not been observed in this particular case and what are the reason** 
for this departure from the policy of Government regulating the general 
administration of justice? 

MEMBER in oharge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (U» Hoo'We 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentioo): (a) Yes. 

i h ) There is no such policy for ministerial officers. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon'hle Member be 
pleased to state whether he will follow the policy even if local people 
object to it? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not allow that question it is hypothetical. 

Daooittot and thefts in the village* Mulghar and Rajpat, Khulna. 

Igf. Maulvi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURYs (a) Will the 
Hon’bl’e Member in oharge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
how manv thefts and daeoitie* have been committed in the villages of 
Mulghar tnd Kajpat and other neighbouring villages within the Fakrr- 
bat Ihnna in the district of Khulna during the last twelve months? 

(6) How many cases have been investigated by the police with suc- 
cess and how many culprits have been punished in that connection? 

Til. Hm’M. Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: (a) and (6) A statement 

containing the information desired is laid on the table. 
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DmIIi of IUmi Dfaoni Khaiasi at tha Hawaii HoopitaL 

ML Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware that a 
khalati named Ham Dhani was sent to the Howrah Hospital by the 
authorities of Messrs. Bridge and Hoof Company on the 9th January, 
1931, as the khalmi had both his legs completely fractured and broken 
owing to an accident which happened to him while he was working on 
the crane in the workshop of Messrs. Bridge and Hoof Company, Grand 
Trunk Hoad, Howrah? 

( b) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that the khahsi died at the 
hospital the next day? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that it is believed that the life of 
the khalan would have been saved if his legs were amputated imme- 
diately after hi# admission into the hospital? 

{d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of a feeling that exists that the 
khaiasi lost his life only because the authorities of the Howrah Hospital 
did not take any suitable steps immediately? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of inquiring into the matter and taking 
necessary steps to prevent a recurrence? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART* 
MENT (the Hon’Me Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): <«) and (ft) A 
copy of the Surgeon Superintendent’s report on the case is laid on the 
table. 

(r) No. The repoi* shows that an operation was impossible on 
account of shock. 

(d) This allegation appears to be unfounded and unjustified. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Letter referred to in the answer to clauses (a) and (b) of unstarred 
question No. 102. 

No. 748 H., dated Howrah, the 18th March, 1982, 

f rom — Lt.-Col. K. S. Thakur, i.m.s., Surgeon Superintendent, 
Howrah General Hospital, 

To — The Surgeon-General with the Government of Bengal, Calcutta. 

With reference to your unofficial No. 247, dated 17th March, 1932, 
I have the honour to forward herewith a full report of the case in 
question for the information of the local Government. 

(a) The man was admitted on 9th January, 1982, at 10 a.m. 



QUESTIONS. 


[3l8T MatfCH, 


m 


( b ) The khalasi died at 9-30 p.m. on the same day of profound shock. 

(c) Temperature on admission 96°. Pulse was 130 to the minute 
and respiration was 32. The man was in a state of profound shock 
and had the following injuries on his body: — 

(1) Simple fracture lower third left femur. 

(2) Compound comminuted fracture of lower third of left leg. 

(3) Compound fracture of lower third of right leg. 

(4) Multiple abrasions on right thigh. 

He was given an injection of morphia and atropine and an electric 
cradle was put over his bed. Antitetanic serum 10 c.o. was also 
injected. Later as his condition became worse, an injection of 
strychnia was given to him. 

He was also given an injection of 20 c.c. of anti-streptococcal serum 
and 1 pint glucose 5 per rent, per rectum by drop method. His condi- 
tion of shock did not improve at all and the man died of shock. No 
operation could be performed on him owing to the condition of pro- 
found shock. Before his death he was given an injection of camphor 
in oil. 

Operations are performed at this hospital at all hours of day and 
night and I personally look into every case daily and operate at all 
hours in all emergent cases whenever necessary’. A letter received 
from the Hooghly Docking and Engineering Oc>., Ltd., is forwarded 
herewith for the information of the Government as it was sent to me 
unasked for. 


Suits for enhancement ef rents in Mymeneingh Civil Courts. 

103. Ktaulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the year 1931, in each of the munsifs’ courts 
in the district of Mymensingh — 

(i) the number of suits instituted by the landlords for enhance- 
ment of rents; 

(it) the maximum rate of enhancement of rent per rupee demanded 
in those suits; 

(in) the maximum rate of enhancement of rent per rupee decreed 
in those suits; 

(tv) the number of those suits decreed gjt parte ; and 

(v) the number of those suits decreed on contest P 

The HwinMe Mr. W. 0. R. PRCNTICEt The member is referred 

to the reply given" to similar question by Maulvi Abdul Hakim at this 
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m Rai KAMI N I KUMAR DAS Bahadurs (a) U the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware — 

(1) that a very big tank (difjhi) at Chittagong known as “Ashkor 

Khan's talao" has become partly silted up and is a source 
of nuisance to several respectable inhabitants and atram 
situated on the Ixvnk or very close to it; 

(it) that recently several deaths have occurred in several houses 
on the banks or near by from cholera, small-pox and such 
other diseases; and 

(lit) that the above deaths have been attributed by the local medi- 
cal practitioners to insanitary condition of this big tank? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of tubing stejw 
to have this tank re-excavated bv the Chittagong Municipality? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the chairman of the muni- 
cipality — 

(/) has told the rate-payers in the meeting room on the 10th 
instant that he would not take steps as it would cost about 
Its. 1,000; and 

(ii) has stated on the same date that he would prosecute the owner 
only ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a former prosecution of this 
proprietor had not the desired effect of inducing or compelling the 
proprietor to re-excavate this tank? 

Tim Hon'W# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) to (dy 

Government have no information about this alleged local nuisance and 
l egret that it would Ik* impossible to obtain it in the remaining days 
of this session. It would appear to be primarily n matter concerning 
the Chittagong Municipality. 

Arrangement for teaohing C lattice I language in high tohooie 
in 24-Parganas. 

105. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMANl Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the present 
number of high schools in the district of the 24-Parganas where there 
is no arrangement for the teaching of — 

(/) Persian; 

(2) Arabic; and 

f.7) Sanskrit? 
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MINUTER in charge tf EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the H«fbto 
Mr. Khwaja Ntzimuddin): ( 1 ) 18. 

(2) 35. 

(5) Nil 

Rai KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the total number of high schools in tha 
district of 24-Parganas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 64. 

Muhammadan teachers in high schools in 24-Parganas. 

106. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the present number of the high schools in the district 
of 24-Parganas which have — 

(?) only one Muhammadan teacher; and 

(tt) more than one such teacher ? 

The Hen’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: (?) 17. 

(it) 16. 


Bhangore High School. 

107. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be phased to state why 
the Bhangore High School in the district of 24-Parganas is not given 
a grant? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the school is situated* in a 
backward area and it imparts education to about 300 Mussulman boys? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving a 
grant-in-aid to the institution? 

Tht Hen’btf Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A grant was not 
applied for until January, 1930, when funds would not allow of a grant 
being given, even had an inspection shown that the school deserved it. 

(b) The school is in a predominantly Muhammadan locality. There 
were 321 boys. in the school when statistics were last given. Of these, 
190 or approximately 60 per cent . were Muhammadans. 

(c) Financial considerations do not allow of a grant being given 
during the current year. 
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*r. BYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether this school enjoys permanent recognition or 
provisional recognition? 

Tilt Htn v llie Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Temporary recogni- 
tion. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’bh Minister 
be pleased to state since when the school has been enjoying this tempor- 
ary recognition? 

The Hon'blt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any new grant to any high school was made 
after January, 1930? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Jessore district 

108. Babu 8UK LAL NAG: (a) Will ihe Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of Government to abolish the district of Jessore and 
to annex its subdivisions to the neighboring districts of Nadia, Khulna 
and Faridpur? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Jessore is one of the oldest 
districts of Bengal? 

(c) Has the Government any such project in view? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative — 

(i) what are the details of the project; and 

(it) what are the reasons that have actuated the Government to 
undertake this project? 

(e) Is the Government considering the desirability of ascertaining 
the views of the responsible inhabitants of the district of Jessore, regard- 
ing the administration and other difficulties to which they are likely to 
put before any final decision is come to? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hen’bto 

Mr. W. D. R. PrcnUoc): (a) Government have no such project in view, 

(b) Does not arise. 

( c ) Government have no such project in view. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Does not arise. 
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Eleotrooardiographio exmmatlovi of heart in Medfeal College* 

100. SrijUt TAJ BAHADUR SINGH: (a) Will tbe Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that a new department for electrocardio- 
graphic examination of the heart is going to be opened after the retire- 
ment of the present Professor of Physiology? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, from when will tha new 
department be actually opened ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state-— 

(i) whether the services of the present specialist will be available 
in the new department, and 

(«) whether any extra expense will be incurred for his remaining 
in charge of the instrument? 

( d ) Has any other specialist been found to take charge of the instru- 
ment? 

(e) If the answer to ( d ) is in the affirmative, what extra expense will 
be incurred for him? 

(/) What would be the staff of the new department? 

(fj) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the scale of 
pay of the present operator of this instrument should not be according 
to the non-medical demonstrators of the Medical College? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: (a) No such pro- 
posal has been submitted to Government. 

W, (c), ( d ), (f) and (/) Do not arise. 

(ff) Government have had no occasion to examine this question, but 
will do so in consultation with the Surgeon-General. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

The discussion of the demand under the head *‘34 — Agriculture” 
was -then resumed. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: When the Council rose last 
night, I proposed to give the memliers of the House some information 
regarding the activities of the agricultural farms. Those of the mem- 
bers who have had the privilege of reading a very illuntfnating and 
instructive article written by Mr. Weston, the Director of Industrie*, in 
the “Industries” number of theCopttoZ, dated 17th December last, must 
have noticed that so far as Hangpur is concerned, excellent tobacco is 
grown there, but most of it is exported to Burma for the purpose of 
being convened into cigars and Mr. Weston says that the question of 
preparing tobacco leaves for the purpose of being converted into good 
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class cigars and pipe tobacco is simply a question of curing. Members 
of ifae House may also be aware that several years ago Rangpur was the 
only district in Bengal where good class tobacco was grown. A factory 
was started there by some Indians, but it died of inanition, because the 
curing of tobacco was not properly done. I find, as I said last night, 
that the Provincial Banking Inquiry Committee as a result of their 
visit to the Rangpur Farm write as follows: “For some years cheroots 
used to be manufactured in tha Burirhat Farm itself and there was a 
good demand for the farm cheroots in the market, hut cheroots are no 
longer manufactured in the farm. The entire production of the farm, 
it is said, is now purchased by a Calcutta firm named Messrs. A. K. 
Tennent & Co., of B5, Clive Buildings, Calcutta, at a price fixed before- 
hand. Mr. Tennent advances money to the cultivators through his local 
agent who for all practical purposes works under the supervision of the 
agricultural officers of the farm. At present there is only man whose 
business is mainly to keep the accounts of the money advanced to the 
cultivators. Those who take advances have not to pay any interest for 
such advances but have to enter into agreement to sell the entire produc. 
tion of improved tobacco leaves to Mr. Tennent at a rate fixed under the 
terms of the contract. This rate is determined by Messrs. Tennent A 
Co., and has either to be accepted or rejected without any modification. 
For all practical purposes, the selection of cultivators and ull other 
works are done by the officers of the Agricultural Department, who have 
to look after the selection of the cultivators, grant of seeds, tho super- 
vision of cultivation and the curing of leaves. The man who works as 
thf agent of Messrs. Tennent & Co. and is paid, it is said, a sum of 
Ks 25 per month, has only to keep the accounts of the advances granted 
and the manures given to the people, while ull other works including 
maintenance of records are done by the agricultural officer. ” Then they 
go on to say “tha tobacco leaves thus grown by them, as also the entire 
production of the Burirhat Furin, are really sent direct to Dacca, where 
cheroots are made under the supervision of the Agricultural Chemist 
of the Government of Bengal. ” I need not read further extracts from 
that report, but this shows that the Government Agricultural Farm at 
Rangpur and the Agricultural Chemist at Dacca, are mainly engaged 
in supplying manufactured cheroots to this Messrs. Tennent A Co. who 
aie making all the profits. During the last session of this House when 
the State Aid to Industries Bill was under consideration, Mr. Cooper 
and Sir Lancelot Travers and several other members of the European 
group said that any kind of association of Government with any private 
enterprise was not only undesirable but altogether wrong. That waa 
their point of view, and I took it down from some of their speeches. 
They said that it was no part of the duty of Government to bolster up 
existing badly managed and tottering industries. I cannot say that 
this is a badly managed and a tottering industry ; it is certainly flourish- 
es exceedingly under tbe patronage of Government. 
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I would like only to know whether Sir Lancelot Travers and his 
party are still of the opinion that it is no part of the duty of Govern- 
ment to finance any kind of private enterprise when it is run by the 
people, for whom the Hon’ble Minister waxed so eloquent last night, 
but it is so when it is for raising the economic condition of Messrs. 
Tennent & Co. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I am afraid there has been 
a certain amount of misconception in the minds of the mover and Sir 
Lancelot Travers. The mover wanted better farms and farms run on 
business lines. Sir Lancelot Travers wants that these demonstrations 
may be carried on on linen which would more effectively bring home to 
the people all that the department could teach them in the way of 
improved methods. That assumes of course that this department has 
something to teach the agriculturists, which would be of any earthly 
use to them. But the fact is that the department has precious little to 
teach the Bengali cultivators with his microscopic holding and his nega- 
tive working capital. The chief assets of the Agricultural Department, 
which are its seeds, do not require demonstration. What requires 
demonstration is improved methods of cultivation. The department 
may have improved methods of cultivation, but who is going to take 
advantage of them, who is going to finance them? Have the cultivators 
got the money to buy improved ploughs or make use of improved 
manures? The question of agriculture in Bengal is not a question of 
demonstration, but a question of economic reorganisation. You have 
got to provide the agriculturist with the means of carrying on improved 
methods of cultivation by reorganisation. The Department of Agricul- 
ture, how r ever, has nothing to say about that. The Hon’hla Minister 
is still lisping his old shibboleths of research and demonstration. The 
department learns nothing. It has not got the eyes to see the signs of 
the times, nor imagination to formulate schemes for itself. Like a toy 
engine set on its rails, it goes round and round its narrow circle with- 
out a thought of the world beyond. All that it has done with regard 
to such schemes is to sit upon them. It has sat upon the proposed Jute 
Bill. It has not substituted anything different. It has sat upon the 
co-operative Jute societies. It has not brought forward anything in their 
place. That is all it has done. What we want to-day is less of research 
and demonstration than of economic reorganisation, of imagination and 
organisation which will produce great and massive results. I want the 
Hon’ hie Minister to throw away from his eyes the microscope through 
which he looks at the tiny achievements of his department and seeks to 
attain results which will be patent to the bare eye. 

Let us take the experiments in cattle-breeding in Malda. That is 
valuable though microscopic work. The question now is: how to 
extend the beneficent work throughout the province? Well, the solution 
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would be found in the development of co-operative dairy laming on 
llfcee which have been so successfully followed in Denmark or is it the 
qtotion of growing sugar-cane ? Let the Government go and start a 
sugar factory in selected areas, distribute cuttings to the cultivators all 
round under a contract, take the cane from them and make the sugar as 
a business proposition. When they have done so successfully, they can 
make over the concern to a co-operative society on the hire-purchase 
system and go and set up elsewhere. Or do tha Government want to 
make the people adopt improved methods of cultivation which it has 
found to be profitable? Let them not go to sleep after starting a demon- 
stration farm which the cultivator never sees, I**t them go to the 
villages, induce some of the cultivators to make over th.»ir lands to them 
on a contract; let them cultivate those lands on improved lines and show 
the profit, and when that is done, organise the cultivators to carry on 
on co-operative lines. 


These are the lines on which profitable work can he done hy the 
Agriculture Department. The main work before them is the work of 
organisation and not research or demonstration. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL M0M1N: It was refreshing 
to hear the Hon’ble Minister speaking last night about the ideals of 
the Agriculture Department in trying to raise the social, economic, and, 
I think he also said, the moral, welfare of the people of Bengal. But, 
Sir, if the Agriculture Department had achieved even a tenth of what 
it professes, I think Bengal would at the present moment In* overflowing 
with milk and honey, and there would he very little disaffection in the 
country. We are concerned not so much with the ideals as with the 
achievements of the department. 

3-30 p.m. 

I regret, Sir, that the very short time allotted for the discussion of 
thi* very important grant precludes us from going into the larger ques- 
tions of policy and the wider ac tivities of the department and we have 
perforce been compelled to confine our remarks to the motion at 
present before the House which is with regard to agricultural farms 
only. 

In the annual report of the Agricultural Department, very little 
information has been given about the working of these farms, and it is 
very difficult for us to discuss whether these farms have been of any use 
to us or have been failures, from the meagre information at our dis- 
posal. I believe, Sir, previously they used to publish what they called 
the farm reports in which the commercial side — the financial aspects — 
of the farms used to be shown. I do not know whether these are still 
published. Bnt if they are, it will be advantageous if the public have 
access to them : otherwise the public will be in the dark as to how they 
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spend money on agriculture — whether it is used profitably or otherwise. 
To discuss agricultural farms, therefore, we have to fall back on the 
popular estimate of such institutions which, I am afraid, is not very 
complimentary to the department. Generally it is said that the Gov- 
ernment agricultural farms are almost all of them run at a loss, and I 
believe that is true. But when you ask the Agricultural Department 
for an explanation, they always trot out the same excuse that the farms 
are both experimental and demonstration : therefore, they cannot be 
self-supporting. Sir, to my mind to be a successful demonstration farm, 
it must demonstrate to the people that agriculture or farming is a profit- 
able vocation. Simply to produce a two-feet long cucumber or 13-feet 
long jute without telling us how much they cost to produce is of no use 
to the average man. A farmer, when he comes near a demonstration 
farm, as Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta said, and looks at the activities 
of the demonstration farms, he takes a detached view and never stops to 
consider that by adopting the same methods he will be able to improve 
the yield of his field. He thinks that these farms are in the hands of 
the mighty Government who can spend any amount of money on them 
and are supervised by highly educated men with foreign education, and 
that it is impossible for mere chasas to imitate them. Therefore, the 
only feeling of these cultivators is one of mere curiosity which does not 
do any good. I do not know whether the scope of the Agricultural De- 
partment goes further than trying to give more produce to the actual 
cultivators. The present Director of Agriculture, I remember, once told 
the Agricultural Association of Jessora that it was no business of theirs 
to cater for the young bha/lralok unemployed; and, therefore, it was no 
business of theirs to demonstrate to young men that these farms could be 
run profitably by intelligent young men. I do not know whether the 
department holds the same view. I believe the department has changed 
this view 7 as it appears from the speech of the Hon’ble Minister that 
there has been a large increase in the number of private farms through 
the activities of his department. I find the same note of satisfaction in 
the Annual report of the Agricultural Department of Government. The 
Director of Agriculture thinks that these demonstration farms of Gov- 
ernment have been the cause of the large increase in the number of 
private farms in the province. I think that taking this credit to them- 
selves is not justified. It is true that young man nowadays have been 
trying to start farms and also the zamind&rg are thinking of cultivating 
their lands themselves ; but this is due not because they have got any 
real encouragement by seeing the demonstrations in the farms, not on 
account of the help of the department, but because of the increasing 
unemployment in the country, and of the persistent cry of “go back to 
the land,” which holds the field at the present moment. Therefore, 
Sir, what I wogld like to suggest is that these demonstration farms, if 
they are to exist in the future, ought to be such that by a visit to 
the young men can be impressed that it is possible for them to earn 
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t&Btr living by having, say, 26 bighat of land and growing such crops 
as the department would recommend to them. We hear nowadays a lot 
ab$Ut up-to-date and scientific agricultural implements. I should like 
to aide the department whether in any of the farms they have introduced 
what they call up-to-date scientific appliances. Even in the Dacca Farm 
they have not introduced power ploughs, and there is no farm, I believe, 
under Government where the motor tractors are used. In the Dacca 
Farm which through the courtesy of the department we had an oppor- 
tunity of visiting, we found that there was a tractor, but it was out of 
repair for the last five years. 

Then, Sir, there is the question of irrigation. I think the one real 
problem of the Agricultural Department of Bengal is the want of 
proper methods of irrigation. As far as T have been able to ascertain, 
there is no farm — there may be one or two — where mechanical irriga- 
tion is used. No agricultural officer has yet been able to tell me which 
is the particular type of irrigating method which he would recommend 
for a particular area. Somebody will suggest this method and soma 
other will suggest a different method and still somebody else will say 
that all these will not do, better employ the ordinary country methods. 
I have never found any one in the department being able to give us any 
definite recommendation that such and such machinery has been used 
by the department and found successful. 

The department nowadays is issuing a lot of bulletins regarding 
silage of fodder. The only farm where I have seen silage of fodder is 
the Dacca Farm. Many olh.?r farms have silos, but they are not used. 

Then as regards ploughs and other up-to-date implements, till very 
recently although most of the farms did import Meston anil Fun jab 
ploughs and some other implements, none of them actually used them. 
They use the sume dethi ploughs for cultivation as has been used by 
ordinary chatas for the last 300 years. Very recently they have invented 
— at least the agricultural engineer says so — a sort of light plougb. 
They say all sorts of good things about this plough and this is used in 
the Dacca Farm; but in other farms this plough has not been used ft» 
yet. If that is the achievement of the department so far as their own 
farms are concerned, how can they say that these demonstration farms 
have been able to teach any up-to-date methods of cultivation which 
they themselves have not adopted? I do not wish to minimise the 
activities of the experimental and research side of the department and 
there I differ from my friend Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. Of 
course there are many things which by proper research and experiment 
can be discovered which will benefit the tenants and the cultivators. 
But ao far there are very few such discoveries to tbe credit of the depart- 
ment. 

The department always point out to us their discovery of certain 
varieties of crops like the Kakai Bombai and the Chinturah Green* 
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which giva heavier and better yields, but I would like to warn the 
Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture that even the Kakai Bombai and the 
fjhinsurah Green will not carry the department very far, unless in their 
future activities the department make a study of the real needs of the 
province and try to adopt proper methods for meeting those needs. It 
is no use building on theories from outside. You must get hold of young 
men who are keen on agriculture and demonstrate before them the 
improved methods of agriculture. First and foremost I think what the 
Agricultural Department ought to do is to make an attempt to solve this 
unemployment question by trying to induce young men to take to culti- 
vation and earn a living by this means. These demonstration farms, as 
I have just submitted, are not being run as paying concerns and that is 
one of the reasons why these young men, and, as a matter of fact, all lay 
loen do not take any interest in them. I should like to make a suggestion 
to the Hon’ble Minister that he should separate the experimental side of 
the farm from the commercial side. He should keep some farms in 
reserve for the purpose of experimenting and convert the others into 
purely commercial farms, from which others could take their cue and 
start on their own. It would perhaps be still better if instead of running 
all the.se farms depart mentally, the Agricultural Department leased out 
some of these farms to young trained hhadrala k* and make them run 
these under their own supervision 

[Hera the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.] 
345 p.m. 

The Hon* We Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, the 
actual service rendered by t he departmental farms has been questioned, 
■and it has been alleged that money has been lavishly spent on these 
farms and wasted. With regard to the charge of extravagance, Sir, I 
would point out that there is a standard scale fixed for expenditure on 
*ach district farm and utmost economy is observed. 

Then, Sir, a point has been taken and great importance has been 
Attached to the point that these farms do not pay in their own way. In 
the first place, Sir, it will l»e noticed that the motion is for reduction 
of Its. 1,000 from the provision for experimental farms. I trust, Sir, 
it will be conceded by the House that experiment must precede demon- 
stration so that I may take it that the necessity for these farms is not 
seriously questioned. These farms are mainly for experimental work 
which cannot be obviously expected to pay their own way. No less an 
Authority than the Hoyal Commission on Agriculture pointed out that 
4 ‘the question whether departmental farms should pay their way has 
been frequently discussed. Farms which have been established solely 
for experimental work cannot be expected to do so. Receipts are an 
entirely secondary consideration in thair case Where district and 
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Utktil farms exist to further what may be termed the general propagan- 
dist work of the department, we do not consider it essential that receipts 
should cover the whole expenditure which a commercial accountant 
will debit to it.” 

The department has, however, set apart a portion of each district 
farm for demonstration purposes so as to show that agriculture on im- 
proved lines, as advocated by the department, is a paying proposition. 
As a result of the demonstration given by these farms, there are at the 
present moment 165 private farms in the Presidency, namely, 110 in 
Western Bengal. 44 in Northern and 11 in Eastern Bengal which 
voluntarily ask for and obtain departmental advice; grow’ departmental 
crops; use departmental bulls and implements; and generally act as so 
many demonstration centres. This fact is an eloquent testimony to the 
solid work done by the Agriculture Department and agricultural farms 
in this direction. It is gratifying that so large number of middle class 
people is showing an inclination to take up farming, and they will be 
first to assure the hon’ble members that they always receive every assist- 
ance and encouragement from the Department of Agriculture. It is not 
possible for m3 to name all the gentlemen doing this pioneer work, but 
some of them must he known to the members of this House. 1 submit, 
Sir, that it is hardly fair to the department to minimise the valuable 
services rendered in this direction. The department is, in spite of 
financial difficulties, making the most of such opportunities for service 
as it has. It has not been failing in its efforts to improve the lot of the 
cultivator. It is fully alive to the utility of the ocular method of 
demonstration in the field of the cultivator and one of the means to that 
end is the barga system of cultivation under the close departmental 
supervision practised in various localities. 

Further, the formation of district agricultural committees has l»een 
under consideration and if the projMisal materialises, the next step may 
be to consider the possibility of running farms in selec ted areas on 
economic lines under their supervision. It would then be possible to 
associate some of those gentlemen who seem to he still sceptical about 
the utility of the farms and the value of the work done by them in the 
work of demonstration of the improved seeds evolved at the experimental 
farms and the improved methods and tools tested at such farms. In the 
meantime. I think that, as suggested by my friend, Sir I^ancelot 
Travers, those of the hon’ble members of the House who wish to see for 
themselves the work that is being done at our farms, should be so good 
as to visit some of these farms and the officers of the Agriculture Depart- 
ment will he very glad to show them round and to explain to them the 
work that is being done by any of the farms that might be visited. I 
also sincerely share my friend Sir Lancelot Travers’s desire to see more 
funds allotted to Agriculture. No one wonld have bem more glad than 
myself if this could be arranged. But the present state of provincial 
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finance stands in the way. In the meantime, we should console our- 
selves with the fact that this is one of the few departments which has 
escaped the pruning knife of the Hon’ble the Finance Member. 

Then, my friend, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, has challenged my 
statement that this department exists for service to the people by sug- 
gesting that the resources of the department were being utilised to 
assisting a foreigner to start and carry on a business of cigar and 
cigarette manufacture and sale. He has relied on an appendix to the 
report of the Bengal Provincial Banking Inquiry Committee. The re- 
ference in that report is to an agreement entered into by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal with Mr. A. K. Tennent for the sale of departmental 
tobacco seedling, cigar tobacco, cigar, etc. This agreement was entered 
into before I came to office, but I have since examined it and I have not 
the least hesitation in saying that if the experiment proves a success, it 
will doubtless prove advantageous to the cultivators of tobacco. The 
Rangpur Tobacco Fann has for years been trying to introduce improved 
varieties of tobacco into the district, both local and exotic. As a result 
of experiments, the Agriculture Department has proved that good and 
superior type of tobacco can be grown in Bengal, but the market for such 
tobacco was not readily available to the growers. The cultivator would 
not be expected to tuke seedlings of the superior tobacco unless and until 
a market was available. The object of the agreement with Mr. Tennent, 
which 1ms since been transferred to Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., is to 
provide a ready market for better class tobacco and thereby offer an 
adequate inducement to the cultivator to grow tobacco of superior 
character. The agreement provides for two items — 

(t) sale of tobacco grown and cigars and cheroots manufactured in 
Government farms; and 

(«) distribution of seeds and seedlings. 

In the terms of the agreement, the company have undertaken to find a 
market for the sale of tobacco grown and cigars and cheroots manufac- 
tured at Government farms and to take over everything that is produced 
and suitable price has been fixed to take over such products. With 
regard to the distribution of seeds and seedlings, necessary provision 
has been made to protect the interests of cultivators and others who may 
take up this business. The object of the agreement has been to insure 
that both the making of cheroots and the sale of cured leaf are in safe 
bands which will build up an international reputation for Bengal 
tobacco as a foundation on which the future commerce in this article 
may be built. This is now being done through Messrs. Andrew Yule A 
Co., who are collaborating with Indian capital in the matter. In the 
meantime, every extra maund of tobacco produced means increased profit 
to the Bengal cultivator of improved tobacco who receives about double 
for the leaf he produces. In the circumstances, the House will, I am 
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sure, agree with me that Government was fully justified in entering into 
this agreement with the firm and in not turning it down merely on the 
ground that the firm was not an Indian one but was a foreigner in the 
land of my friend, Mr. Basu. The extension of the cultivation of these 
exotic tobaccos requires capital of something like Rs. 1,00,000 par 100 
acres and about Rs. 50,000 for recurring expenses. This does not 
include the cost of manufacturing. 

The House can, therefore, understand that considerable capital has 
to be raised for such an undertaking as has been taken in hand by 
Messrs. Andrew Yule <1 Co. and without the assistance of foreign agency 
and foreign capital, it was hardly possible to develop this line at all. 

In view of this explanation. Sir, I would ask the mover to withdraw 
bis motion ; otherw ise Government must oppose it. 

Rii KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdl Bahadur: Sir, in rising to 
speak on this motion, I desire to say only a few words in order to remove 
auy misconception that may have arisen on hearing the speeches that 
have been made on the floor of this House. It was stated by Mr. Naren- 
dra Kumar Basu yesterday that these firms are intended mainly for 
the benefit of Europeans. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I never said that. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdl Bahadur: 1 stand corrected. 
I may mention in this connection that there are 26 agricultural farms 
in Bengal, four in the Burdwan division, four in the Presidency divi- 
sion, eight in the Dacca division, nine in the ltajshahi division, and one 
in the Chittagong division. All these experimental farms with the 
exception of those at Dacca and Rangpur are manned by Indian officers. 
It was also suggested by the hon’ble mover of the motion, if I remem- 
ber aright, that these farms do not pay their way. In this connection, 
I may draw' the attention of the House to the report of the Royal Com- 
mission on Agriculture, in which it is clearly stated that these experi- 
mental farms cannot be expected to pay their way; they are intended 
mainly to carry out research work and disseminate the result of re- 
search through the District Agricultural Officers. I am not here to 
defend the department. It is admitted that there is much scope for 
improvement so far as this department is concerned; it is admitted also 
that so far as the present Minister is concerned, he has been trying his 
best to improve and extend its sphere of usefulness. The criticisms 
that have been made against this department year after year have had 
some effect and as a first step towards this popularisation, a propa- 
ganda for the restriction of jute cultivation was carried out last year 
at the instance of the Hon’ble Minister and a similar propaganda has 
been done this year also, and I hope the result will be satisfactory. Bo 
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far as the work of these farms are concerned, I have already said that 
there is much room for improvement and I hope the Hon’ble Minister 
will take a note of the opinions that have been expressed in this House 
and see that proper steps are taken to popularise the department and 
make it more attractive and useful to the public. 

Sir LANCELOT TRAVERS S Sir, on a point of personal explana* 
tion. Mr. Basu has associated me with some people called “Tennent 
and Company .’ * Sir, I know a little about the tenant of land, but 
nothing of any Tennent Company. In regard to the curing of the 
tobacco leaf, I think it is most desirable that the secrets of the business 
should be learnt by Indians and that cheroots should be mad® in 
Rangpur. 

4 p.m. 

Rai Sahib PANCHAN AN BARM A: Sir, the introduction of high 
grade tobacco was made by the Agricultural Department some time ago. 
At that time deihi tobacco was sold at Rs. 15 per maund, but we got 
by the cultivation of high grade tobacco a rate of Rs. 80 or even 
Rs. 120 per maund. Well, after that we found that there was no 
market for it and for that reason we had to give up the cultivation of 
Sumatra and other high grade tobacco. And now we find that 
the Burirhat Farm is cultivating Sumatra and other varieties of tobacco. 
We find also that Mr. Tennent is there, and with the help of the culti- 
vators is cultivating tobacco of high grade quality. The tobacco grown 
there is Sumatra, Pennsylvania and Manila. They command a much 
better price than our ordinary tobacco. Last year we had to sell our 
tobacco at Rs. 5, Rs. 7 and at the utmost Rs. 10 a maund of the 
tobacco grown in Rangpur and Oooch-Behar areas. The price did not 
rise beyond Rs. 15, but the high grade tobaccos grown by this com- 
pany were sold at Rs. 15, Rs. 25 and Rs. 35 per maund according to 
quality, and on the average the cultivator got Rs. 20 or Rs. 21 per 
maund. This was of great benefit to the cultivators at this time of 
distress. Mr. Tannent’s Company is doing much valuable service by 
introducing the cultivation of tobacco on a sound scientific line. We 
cultivate tobacco by ordinary manuring, but now the company intro- 
duce cultivating tobacco by improved methods of manuring, by 
means of fertilisers, etc., and this has improved the quality of the 
tobacco, as well as the outturn. This year the company is proposing 
to introduce some more scientific methods of cultivation, and by these 
methods, I understand, the tobacco will grow better in quality as well 
as in quantity, *nd it will be of great benefit to the cultivator. By this 
method the soil will first have to be treated, and this treatment will 
cost Rs. 18, out of which the company will pay Rs. 12. a»d Re. 6 will 
be paid by the tenant, and the tenant will gain about Re. 25 par bigha. 
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This is * great gain. I have heard some complaint that the Agricul- 
ture Department is confining its work to the farms, and not bringing 
the results of its demonstrations to the cultivator, but this company 
is bringing everything to the door of the cultivators. Government is 
also helping in this direction. Whenever there are difficulties, Govern- 
ment officers go and solve them. I sought the help of the Government 
officers. I myself grew tobacco of a fine quality this year, and the 
agricultural officer helped me much. However, the Burirhat Tobacco 
Farm is doing a great deal of good, and also this company is helping us 
much. Therefore, while we have heard a good deal against the depart- 
ment, we must admit that it is doing a good deal of good. 

The following motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put 
and lost: — 

“That the demand of lls. 2,01,000 under the head, ‘34 A — Agricul- 
ture — Experimental Farms’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to draw atten- 
tion to the actual service rendered by these farms).” 


Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,01,000 under the head “34A — Agriculture — Experimental Farms” 
be' reduced by Re. 1 (to raise discussion about the failure of the 
Government to give effect to the schemes for agricultural researches). 

In rising to move this motion, I may be permitted to say that last 
year during the budget discussion the II on ‘Me Minister in charge of 
Agriculture was pleased to observe that Government formulated a 
number of schemes for the improvement of the condition of agricul- 
ture in Bengal and succeeded, we were assured, in obtaining the 
approval of the Research Council to some schemes which would involve 
the grant by the Council to this province of Rs. 3,28,247. The schemes 
to which the Hon ’hie Minister alluded were — 

(1) foundation of on Agricultural Research Fellowship at Dacca 

University ; 

(2) the undertaking of research into the properties of colloid soil 

constituents by a professor of Calcutta University; 

(3) the undertaking of research by another professor of the same 

University into agricultural statistics; 

(4) experiments on cane-crushing and gwr-boiling plant; 

(5) a scheme for establishing a sugar-testing station in Bengal; 

(6) * a scheme for appointment of physical assistant to study soil 

problems under the Agricultural Chemist, Dacca; 

(7) a scheme for completion of rice work in West Bengal and 

investigation into improvement of Painai paddy; 
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(8) a schema for investigation into animal nutrition problems; and 

(9) a scheme for research into protection of buffaloes and cattle 

from certain diseases. 

These are the schemes, we are told, which the Government intended 
to undertake. But we have not been told whether any of these schemes 
were put into execution or whether any attempts were made to carry 
them into effect during the current year. 

Experiments on cane-crushing and pur-boiling and scheme for sugar- 
testing are most urgently needed for the amelioration of the condition 
of the Bengal cultivators. Hitherto cultivators of Bengal were con- 
centrating almost their entire attention and energy on the cultivation 
of juje which used to bring them substantial profit. But in recent 
years cultivation of jute received a great set-back owing to abnormal 
fall in price of jute due to world crisis and over-production. Cultivat- 
ors are looking forward in search of other commercial crops which 
can be cultivated with profit. In order to protect, and to foster the 
development of, HUgar industries in India, the Government of India 
have levied tariff duty on the imported sugar and the people of the 
country have evinced a strong desire to consume indigenous sugar and 
tfur in preference to the foreign sugar. The present seems most 
opportune time to take steps to encourage and develop the sugar-cane 
cultivation in our province as the prospects of the sugar industries in 
this country loom very large in the near future. If the cultivators are 
-encouraged and helped by the Department of Agriculture to take to 
sugar-cane cultivation on a larger scale, it will indirectly help in 
restricting the jute cultivation, as by the cultivation of sugar-cane a 
large area will be transferred from the jute cultivation. The cultivat- 
ors will be inclined to sow their fields with sugar-cane if they get a 
fair profit out of it. We know that the present methods of crushing 
sugar-cane and boiling gur are very crude involving a waste of consi- 
derable quantity and thereby leaving a narrow margin of profit to the 
cultivators. It is needless to say that in order to avoid wastage and 
to secure a fair profit to the cultivators, they should be taught improved 
methods of Sugar-cane-crushing and gwr-boiling. Of the various 
schemes enumerated above, two relate to these sublets. We are not 
aware if the Government have taken up these schemes which would 
prove very useful in the present need of the country. 

As regards the scheme for research into protection of buffaloes and 
cattle from certain diseases, we are not aware whether anything is 
done in this direction. Thousands of cattle are dying in our country 
from contagious and other diseases which are proven tible. But the 
Veterinary Department has up to this time done nothing to check the 
spread of these diseases. I need not dilate upon other schemes, the 
utility of which is obvious to all. 
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*1 n conclusion, I would ask the Hon'ble Minister how far the De- 
partment of Agriculture has proceeded with these schemes which the 
Hon’ble Minister declared last year they would take up. I hope the 
Hon'ble Minister would enlighten us on the point. 

Tlw Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I 
am afraid, my friend Babu Khetter Mohan Ray has not kept himself in 
touch with recent developments. As I explained, Sir, iu asking for 
the demand under the head “Agriculture” last year, inauguration of 
the Bengal Agricultural Research Committee, in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission on Agriculture, offered up 
a vista for intensive research work with the facilities offered by the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. We have not been slow 
to take full advantage of the facilities thus offered. We formulated 
a number of schemes, and we have succeeded in obtaining the approval 
of the Council to certain schemes which would involve the grant by the 
Council to this province of Rs. 3,28,247. 1 gave a list of those schemes 

last year, and I need not repeat it now. Never more than now has the 
time been more propitious for the initiation of schemes of agricultural 
research. Never did research work receive a greater impetus in the 
shape of financial assistance. The House may rest assured that the 
Department of Agriculture and Government are keenly alive to the 
necessity of research for the improvement of agriculture in the pro- 
vince, and that we shall take the fullest advantage of every opportunity 
which may present itself to further this end. 

What I have stated will, I hope, induce my friend to withdraw his 
motion; otherwise Government must oppose it. 

The motion of Babu Khetter Mohan Rav was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY «* I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 2,01,000 under the head “34A — Agriculture — 
Experimental Farms” he reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the 
poor character of the mufatsal agricultural farms and the necessity 
of starting farms for effecting demonstrations in rural areas). 

4-16 p.m. 

I have to say a few words in support of my motion with regard to 
the demonstration farms. It appears to me that these are the only 
evidences of the activities of the department to the cultivators in 
general; it is not, therefore, a question of doing away with the farms 
altogether. What is needed, as Sir Lancelot Travers has said, is that 
the demonstrations should be brought home to the people more thorough- 
ly and more closely. At present demonstration officers are 
located in district towns and subdi visional headquarters, and the result 
is that the cultivators generally do not get the benefit of closely and 
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properly observing the result# of experiments carried on in these farms. 
These demonstrators try to keep themselves as much aloof as possible 
fij>m the general body of cultivators with the result that most of 
these demonstrations really fail in their object. At present, there is 
no question of the practicability of applying really improved and 
scientific methods of cultivation in our country. But between the old 
ways and the new ways there are stages to be gone through and, 
as a matter of fact, these stages ought to be gone through. Regard- 
ing the proper method of bringing improved seeds to the door of the 
cultivators, necessary steps should be taken by the demonstrators, and 
as this is one of the steps in the direction of reforms, this should be 
done by demonstration which should be located in rural areas, and not 
merely in farms which are located in towns, as has been suggested by 
Sir Lancelot Travers. These demonstrators ought to be enjoined to go 
about the villages and demonstrate before the cultivators how things 
are to be done. I know, Sir, from my experience that if one cultivator 
is successful with a particular seed, he is at once imitated by others, 
as has been proved in the case of Kakina Bombai jute. In that case 
the result has been satisfactory. It is no use having demonstration 
farms in towns. Demonstrations should be held in the plots of the 
cultivators who should be told what to do and what not to do. In this 
way they can make themselves very much useful and much money 
which is at present w'asted may be utilised for better purposes. I hope 
the Hon’ble Minister will see to it that these farms are not located in 
towns as at present and that demonstrations are held in rural areas 
within the full gaze of the agriculturists and the demonstrators should 
move amongst them as their friend, philosopher and guide. 


The Hon'ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I 
have nothing further to add in this connection to what I have already 
stated in reply to the motion of the Rai Mahasai. The only thing I 
would like to add now is to ask the hon’ble member to go and see our 
farms, and after that, if he chooses to make any suggestion, his sug- 
gestion will be examined by our experts. Sir, what w*e have done we 
have done on the advice of our expert officers, and I may add in this 
connection that the policy adopted in respect of our agricultural farms 
has been approved by the Royal Commission on Agriculture. You can 
well understand, Sir, it is difficult to accept the suggestions and advice 
of every individual member as against the opinions of our experts and 
against the policy recommended by the Royal Commission on Agricul- 
ture, 


The motion of Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 
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||r. AMULYA RAT AN CHOSE I I beg to move that the demand 
of Ba. 1,38,000 under the head “34A — Agriculture — Botanical and other 
Public Gardens'’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the di!8- 
cultiee of the public with regard to obtaining pure drinking water, etc., 
while in these gardens). 

• 

Sir, I have brought this motion with the object of providing water 
in the botanical gardens of Government and 1 have got to say a few 
words about this matter. I think I am in a difficult position to speak 
on matters of this kind, as it concerns a local matter. Yesterday I 
heard that I was lacking in sense of proportion for bringing motions 
of this character while no less a person than the gentleman who was 
for so many years the Chairman of the Corporation of Calcutta — Rai 
Bahadur Dr. Dutt 


Mr. PRESIDENT: We have nothing to do with that to-day. Please 
go on with your own motion. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I got no opportunity of replying 
yesterday, Sir! 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you mean to say that there will he no end 
of it? 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: You have saved the Rai Bahadur, 
Sir! Now, Sir, about the difficulty experienced by visitors in the 
Sibpur Botanical Gardens for want of water-supply in that place. The 
area of the gardens is well known to many of the members of this 
House as well as to the Minister in charge of the Department. While 
going round the gardens, one would naturally feel for want of supply 
of good drinking water in that locality. I would also like to draw' the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the want of supply of water in the 
Darjeeling Birch Hill. Repeated complaints have been made about the 
scarcity of water in that place by the visitors, which will be found, in 
the book kept there for remarks. The same is the case with the Tiger 
Hill where people go to see the sunrise. There also people suffer 
awfully from scarcity of water. I think Government ought to see to 
the comforts the people, who should not suffer from scarcity of 
water, where people from far and near go as visitors. Even tourists 
from every other part of the world come to these places as visitors 

T!w HmPM* Na mb K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan BaMar: May I 

point out to the mover, Sir, that Darjeeling is not within my jurisdic- 
tion? The Botanical Gardens at Darjeeling are not under my charge. 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: However, Sir, the Sibpur Botani- 
cal Gardens ari) under the charge of the Hon’ble Minister and I request 
him to see to proper arrangement of water-supply there. 

With these words, Sir, I request the Hon’ble Minister to accept 
my motion. 

Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: Sir, the Botanical Gardens are under 
the charge of the Agricultural Department. This deficiency of supply 
of drinking water in the gardens was pointed out by Col. Galder in 
his last annual report on the gardens. The matter was discussed in 
the meeting of the Standing Committee on Agriculture, where this 
report was submitted, by me. The Hon’ble Minister promised to look 
into the matter. I now draw the attention of the House and of the 
Hon’ble Minister about the promise he then made and I hope to hear 
from him a favourable reply. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, the 
mover has drawn the attention of the House to the long-left want of 
supply of pure drinking water felt by the visitors to the Royal Botanic 
Garden. This want would be removed by the erection by the Electric 
Supply Company of a refreshment kiosk in return for permission to 
erect a small superstructure in the garden over the mouth of the tunnel 
under the Hooghly. Negotiations are in progress, and it is hoped 
that the project will materialise before long. When we get the kiosk, 
I think it will be an easy matter to get a lessee to arrange a supply. 

In view of this assurance, I hope the hon’ble member will be pre- 
pared to withdraw his motion; otherwise Government must oppose it. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: May I inquire if these negotia- 
tions fail, is the Government prepared to arrange for water-supply 
in the Botanical Gardens? 

The Hon’bJe Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Nego- 
tiations are practically complete and I do not anticipate a failure, 
and I hope it will be accomplished in the near future. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of R*. 10,10,000 
under the head ‘34 A — Agriculture’ be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000.” 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 10,10,000 under the head *34A — Agriculture’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000 
(failure to carry out the policy of improvement of agriculture and 
not giving proper relief to the agriculturists in their economic diatreaa).” 
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MUNI NORA DIB RAI MAHAtAI: “That the demand of 

Ra. 10,10,000 under the head ‘34A — Agriculture* be reduced by 
Ra. 1*000 (to criticise the policy hitherto followed by the department andl 
the uselessness of maintaining a top-heavy administration).** 

Mtulvi ABDUL HAMID 3HAH* I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 10,10,000 under the head “34A — Agriculture** be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000 (work of the officers in connection with the destruction of the 
water-hyacinth pest). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as follows: — 

“Mr. President, the water-hyacinth constitutes a serious menace. 
Every one, from the Government down to the illiterate peasant, is 
anxious to rid the province of this pest. We had it even from the 
Hon’ble Sir Ghusnavi during the last year that Government are quite 
prepared to accept and act up to any effective plan for the eradication 
of this evil. Accordingly, for the last two years, I have been trying 
to find out how it can be eradicated, and I place before the House the 
results of my experience. 

In the beginning of the month of Jahhtha, 1330 B.S., 1 undertook 
a journey by water along the river Kansa up to a certain extent of the 
Garo Hills. From observation it appeared to me that it was the hilly 
tracts that formed the original home of the water-hyacinth, and that it 
came down and found its wav into the rivers, ditches, tanks and plains 
during the rainy season. I would now make a suggestion and I 
venture to say that if a special officer from each of the two departments, 
Irrigation and Agriculture, together with a number of demonstrators 
from the Department of Agriculture are deputed to carry out the 
suggestion, not only will the wuter-hvacinth problem he solved, hut 
agriculture also will he very largely improved. 

(1) In a given district a number of centres should be opened under 
the jurisdiction of two or three subdivisions. 

(2) Places by the side of such rivers as are swift-flowing but narrow 
should be selected as areas suitable for opening the centres. 

(3) The sites for these centres should he taken on lease for a period 
of two years from the cultivators of the locality. These cultivators will 
not object to leasing out their lands provided they receive from the 
Agricultural Department either a quantity of crops a little in excess of 
what is yielded by the given portions of land or its equivalent in money. 

(4) A square hole, six feet deep, should he dug at a spot on the hank 
of the river to which water-hyacinth can he easily dragged up. 

(6) During the months of Bai$akh and Jaiththa the hole should be 
filled up with water-hyacinth drawn out of the river by labourers, 
recruited from among the cultivators, and it should be rendered compact 
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with wheat. Left in this compact state, decompositidn will set in 
within a week’s time in the lowermost layers of the water-hyacinth. 
The process of natural decomposition may be further quickened and 
water-hyacinth converted into an excellent manure if each layer of 
water-hyacinth be dressed with ammonium phosphate or sodium nitrate. 
A manure thus obtained will be far superior to one imported from 
foreign countries. 

((>) A demonstrator should be permanently engaged at each centre 
and it will be his duty to have water-hyacinth drawn out from the river 
whenever it will be found drifting along with the current during the 
rainy season, and to get it converted into manure. 

(7) At the end of the rainy season the land taken on lease should be 
leased out according to the harga system to either the lessor-cultivator 
or any other cultivator and arrangements should he made for raising a 
crop under the instructions of the agricultural officer appointed for the 
purpose. 

(8) Half the quantity of crop thus raised should be given to the 
bargtular as his remuneration and out of the other half a quantity should 
he made over to the lessor in accordance with the stipulated rate and the 
surplus that will remain will almost cover the expenses incurred by the 
Government. Moreover, the quantity of manure that will be left over 
will, in my opinion, help the Government to make a profit out of it. 

Sir, in conclusion, 1 submit that if the above suggestion is acted up 
to, the possibility of water-hyacinth coming down from high lands to 
the plains will be at an end. Hence it will be easy to destroy the 
water-hvacinth in the plains. Then again, the manure obtained out of 
water-hyacinth will prove an excellent manure for the fields, and its 
manufacture will afford employment to the rural labour and bring the 
Agricultural Department of the Government into closer touch with the 
tillers of (lie soil. Above all, the excellence and the usefulness of this 
manure will give an additional impetus to the destruction of 
water-hyacinth. 

Lastly, i hope that Government will be in a position to find money 
for the preliminary expenses of starting a number of centres in 
subdivisions. “ 

[The time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the head 
**34- — Agriculture’ * having been reached.] 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah was put and loat. 

The motion that a sum of Hs. 22,80,000 be grauted for expenditure 
under the head “34 — Agriculture” was then put and agreed to. 

[At 4-30 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reaaaetnbled 
at 4-45 p.m.] 
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®h« following motions under the head “34 — Agriculture” were not 
cdpod owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 10, 10,000 under the head *34 A — Agriculture’ he reduced by Rs. 100 
(to raise a discussion on the policy of the Agriculture Department, the 
excess of overhead expenditure in comparison with service rendered and 
the absence of a policy or programme).’ 1 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 10,10,000 
onder the head “14A — Agriculture’ he reduced hv Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the failure of the department to do any substantial good to 
the agriculturists of the province).” 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 10.10,000 
under the head ‘34A— Agriculture’ he reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the huge waste of money by this department to do any 
appreciable good to the agriculturists).” 

Mtulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “That the demand of Rs. 10,10,000 
under the head ‘34 A — Agriculture’ he reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise 
the jute jhjHcv of the depaitment and its inability to devise suitable 
methods of control of production and the market).” 

Babu HARIBAN8A ROY: “That the demand of Rs. 10,10, 000 
under the head ‘34A — Agriculture’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise 
the agricultural policy of the Government).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: That the demand of 
Rs. 10,10,000 under the head “14A — Agriculture’ he reduced by Rs. KM) 
(the distress caused in the Tnngail subdivision for want of paddy and 
jute seeds and the apathy of the Government towards the situation 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: “That the demand of 
B-s. 10,10,000 under the head ‘34A — Agriculture’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(need of training up young men in improved methods of agriculture and 
the promulgation of the advanced knowledge of agric ulture in the rural 
areas).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH: “That the demand of Rs. 10,10,000 
under the head *34A — Agriculture' be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the necessity for establishment of agricultural schools in 
•very subdivision of the districts under the supervision of Subdivisions! 
Agricultural Officer).” 
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Raj KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur: “That the demand of 

Rs. 10,10,000 under the head ‘34A— Agriculture’ be reduced by Rs. 20 
(to raise a discussion about the indifference of Government regarding 
the improvement of agriculture specially in the district of Chittagong).” 

Bahu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: ‘‘That the 
demand of Its. 10,10,000 under the head ‘34 A — Agriculture’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the poor and inadequate grant for 
agricultural purposes).” 

BahU KHETTER MOHAN RAY : “That the demand of Rs. 10,10,000 
under the head ‘34 A — Agriculture’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise 
discussion about the appointment of a board for improvement and 
development of jute industries and trade and for dissemination of 
necessary informations amongst the cultivators, especially with reference 
to the restriction of jute cultivation).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUF.il: “That the demand of 
Rs. 10,10,000 under the head ‘34A — Agriculture’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(failure of the department to restrict and control the production of jute 
and the inevitable result of fall in the prices thereof).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Rs. 10,10,000 under 
the head ‘34 A — Agriculture’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss jute forecast 
and jute policy).” 

Bahu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE, Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR 
BA8U, Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H, Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN ALI : “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,10, 0(H) under the head ‘34B — Veterinary charges — Grant to 
Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals’ be refused.” 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 1,16,000 under the head ‘34B— Vete- 
rinary charges — Grant to Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals* be reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to raise a discussion about the 
general policy, conduct of the Secretary in refusing to accept 
membership fees from certain gentlemen and charges of defalcation of 
public money, etc.).” 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA8SAN 

ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 1,10,000 under the head ‘34B — Veteri- 
nary charges — Grant to Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals’ be reduced by Rs. 500 (to suggest that the Calcutta Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals be taken under the direct 
control of the Government or the Corporation of Calcutta).*’ 
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Mr. 8. M. BOSE: ‘‘That tbe demand of Re. 1,16,000 under the head 
*S4B — Veterinary charges — Grant to Calcutta Society for the Proven* 
turn of Cruelty to Animals' be reduced by Bs. 101 (to discuss the 
administration of the Calcutta Society for tbe Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals).’ * 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of 
Ba. 1,16,000 under the head ‘34B — Veterinary charges — Superintend- 
ence-Grant to Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals* be reduced by Its. 50 ( to criticise the working of the 
department).” 

Matllvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Bs. 1,16,000 under the head “1411 — Veterinary charges — Grant to Cal- 
cutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals’ be reduced by 
Be. 1 (to draw attention to the mismanagement and mishandling of 
Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals’ money).” 

Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: ‘‘That the demand of Rs. 1,37,000 
under the head ‘34 B — Veterinary charges — Veterinary Instruction* 
be reduced by Be. 1 (to raise a discussion on the advisability of intro- 
ducing in the curriculum of studies of t lie Bengal Veterinary College, 
instructions in rearing and breeding of horned cuttle and poultry, along 
with instructions in t lie treatment of their diseases so as to turn out 
students who will be able to perform dual functions of treatment of 
horned cattle and poultry both in their health and disease, in the 
discharge of their duties as Veterinary Assistants).” 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : “That the 
demaud of Its. 1,46,000 under the head ‘34 B — Veterinary charges — 
Hospitals and dispensaries’ be reduced by Its. 100 (to discuss the 
absence ot veterinary aid in rutal areas and the deterioration of cattle 
in Bengal ).” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of Ks. 4,86,000 
under the head ‘34B — Veterinary charges* be reduced by Its. 100 (to 
draw the attention of the Government towards the necessity of making 
easily available the vaccination of cattle at all places at smaller 
expenses).” 

Rat KAMINI KUMAR DAE Bahadur: “That the demand of 
Bs. 4,86,000 under the head ‘34B — Veterinary charges’ be reduced by 
Bs. 30 (to raise a discussion about the neglect of the authority regarding 
the improvement of veterinary establishment and supplies at 
Chittagong).” 
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Dr. AMULYA RAT AN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs . 4*86,000 
under the head ‘34B — Veterinary charges* be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
criticise the ill-treatment by the staff of the Veterinary dispensaries and 
hospitals to the cattle )/* 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 7,69,000 under 
the head *34C — Co-operative Credit* be refused/* 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 7,69,000 under the head 4 34C — Co-operative Credit* be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000 (to discuss about the unusual delay in the disposal of cases 
instituted by the co-operative societies)/’ 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA9HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 7,69,000 under the head ‘34C — 
Co-operative Credit’ be reduced by Rs. 500 (general policy and 
inefficiency of the officers)/* 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: That the demand of 
Rs. 7,69,000 under the head ‘34C — Co-operative Credit’ be reduced b\ 
Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the policy of the Co-operative Depart- 
ment, specially with regard to the co-operative jute societies, and the 
absence of any Government grants to assist co-operative finance).” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: “That the demand of Rs. 7,69,000 
under the head ‘34C — Co-operative Credit Societies’ he reduced by 
Rs. 100 (working of the Co-operative Department).” 

Blbu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 7,69,000 
under the head *34C — Co-operative Credit* he reduced by Rs. KM) (to set 
apart at least 25 per cent, of the appointments for the candidates of the 
backward classes as enumerated on page 189. Part I, of the Calcutta 
University Commission Report)." 


Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Rs. 7,69,000 under 
the head 4 34C — Co-operative Credit’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the urgency of a comprehensive co-operative programme 
and the declaration of a moratorium of agricultural debts as a 
preliminary measure ) / * 

M«Ulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Rs. 7,69,000 under 
the head 4 34C — Co-operative Credit’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a 
discussion on the co-operative credit movement)/’ 
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ffMte LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. BAR AT OHANDRA »AL and 
n$i BallSb RCBATI MOHAN BARKER: "That the demand of 
Re* 7,69,000 under the head ‘040 — Cooperative Credit* be reduced by 
HI. 100 (grievances of the rural societies).’* 


Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur: ‘ That the demand ot 
Us. 7,69,000 under the head *040 — Co-operative Credit* be reduced by 
Rs. 35 (to raise a discussion and draw attention of the authorities as to 
how the different co-operative organisations are working at 
Chittagong).” 


Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: “That the demand of 
Rs. 7,69,000 under the head *340 — Co-operative Credit’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to draw the attention of the Government to the desirability of 
making more appointments as Inspectors and Auditors in the 
Co-operative Department from amongst the candidates of the backward 
classes).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 7,69.000 under the head ‘34C — Co-operative Credit* be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to express disapproval of the mismanagement and mishandling 
of co-operative money in Bengal, specially in Comilla Central Bank).” 

Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: “That the demand of 
Rs. 7,69,000 under the head ‘34C — Co-operative Credit* be reduced b\ 
Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the non-ap|W)intmenl of Auditoi*).” 


Bate LALIT KUMAR BAL, Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BAL ami 
Rii Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: “That the demand of 
Rs. 7,69,000 under the head ‘34C — Co-operative Credit* he reduced by 
Re. 1 (to discuss the policy with lespccf to the depressed classes in the 
matter of appointment in the department ) .” 


Babu BATYA K1NKAR BAHANA:: “That the demand of 
Rs. 22,80,000 under the head ‘34 — Agriculture* he reduced by 
Rs. 2,00,000.” 

lafcl AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 22,80,000 
under the head *34 — Agriculture (Reserved and Transferred*’ be reduced 
by Rs. J00 (inability of the department to tackle the agriculture! 
problem).” 
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Mtliivi ABUL KAiEM: “That the demand of Es. 22,80,000 under 
the head '34 — Agriculture’ he reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to 
the inadequacy of the grant and deficiency in administration as well as 
the neglect of Government in taking action under the Village 
Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act).” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: ‘‘That the demand of Es. 22,80,000 
under the head ‘34 — Agriculture’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the 
agricultural policy of Government).” 

Hiji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : “That the demand of 
Rs. 22,80,000 under the head ‘34 — Agriculture (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred)’ be reduced by Re. 1 to draw attention to the facts that the 
number of Muhammadans appointed in the departments, namely, (1) 
Agriculture, (2) Veterinary and (3) Co-operative, are very small).” 

Ha|i BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: That the demand of 
Rs. 22,80,000 under the head ‘34 — Agriculture (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred)’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that heavy 
losses are being incurred specially at Banskhali and Maishkali in 
Chittagong ns a result of the failure of pon).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Rs. 22,80,000 under 
the head ‘34 — Agriculture’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the 
prevailing distress among agriculturists and to urge legislation with 
a view to declaring a moratorium of agricultural debts and organization 
of co-operative credit for financing agriculture on a comprehensive 
scale).” 

Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 22,80,000 under the head ‘34 — Agriculture’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to draw attention of the department regarding the need for 
improvement of horticulture, fruit-growing and marketing of fruits in 
the Presidency).” 


35— Industrial. 

Tha Hon’bli NAWAB K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 10,50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“36 — Industries,” 

As the House is aware, this budget provides for charges for Electrical 
Adviser and his staff and the Cinchona Plantations which are reeerved 
items as well as Industries proper which alone is transferred. I have 
no comments to make with regard to the reserved portion of the budget. 
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Turning to the Industries transferred budget, the estimate provides 
for an expenditure of Rs. 7,10,600 against the provision of Rs. 8,25,000 
in the current year’s budget. This comparatively low provision is 
mainly due to the present abnormal financial situation. I trust, Sir, 
the Council will share my disappointment that it has not been possible 
to provide for an expansion even in this nation-building department, 
to cope with the needs of the province. In fact, many development 
schemes which have been carefully worked out, have been held in 
abeyance for want of funds. The activities of the department will have, 
in the circumstances, to be confined within the available resources. 

I would, however, assure the House that there will be no relaxation 
of the normal activities of the department on the lines of the accepted 
policy. These activities can be briefly summarised under six heads, 
namely, (1) research and experiments, (2) demonstration and propaganda, 
(3) encouragement of indigenous industries by technical assistance and 
advice as well as by securing special concessions where possible, (4) 
organisation of markets for local products, (5) provision for technical 
and industrial education, and (6) collection of information and statistics. 
But. as the Council is aware, the underlying object of all these activities 
is to stimulate the development ot cottage and home industries. It is 
with this end in view that the State Aid to Industries Act, 1931, has 
been brought into being. The Act received the assent of the Governor- 
General recently and became the law of the land only in January, 1932. 
It is essential to go through certain requisite preliminaries, namely, the 
framing of statutory rules and the constitution of the Advisory Board 
of Industries before the Act can be brought into operation. Necessary 
steps have been taken to expedite the matter and it is hoped that it will 
be possible to constitute the Board and bring the Act into operation 
at an early date. Though the present financial stringency of Government 
will be a handicap, I do, however, hope that it will be possible to make 
some headway within the limited resources available. Recently with a 
view to exploring the possibility of further utilisation of the agency 
of the Industries Department towards the solution of the unemployment 
problem with the assistance of the provisions of the State Aid to 
Industries Act, I invited the co-operation of representatives of various 
groups in the Council and called for suggestion of any schemes which 
they might recommend. Among those who were so consulted were Mr. 
W. H. Thompson, Mi. J. X. Basu, Mr. N. K. Basu, Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, 
Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin, Khan Bahadur Ariiul Haque, 
Mr. A. F. Rahman, Mr. A. Raheem, Mr. Rasaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 
Syamaprosad Mookerjee and Mr. Mukundu Beliary Mullick. An 
informal discussion was subsequently held at wliirh the suggestions 
received* were examined. The conclusions arrived at are now engaging 
the attention of the department with a view to working out detailed 
schemes. I would assure the Council that every effort will be made to 
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implement the recommendations of the conference and that if I find 
it necessary, I shall approach the Council again for more money to 
carry out these schemes. In the meantime, I may mention that it has 
been possible to provide in the estimate for a scheme for a motor 
mechanic class in the Edward Bonomali Technical School at Pabna. 
There is already a demand for training in motor engineering and it is 
proposed to open a two years’ course which will be mainly practical 
and will ordinarily include repair work and driving towards the end of 
the course. It is hoped that the scheme will prove useful as a means 
of tackling the local unemployment problem. Financial stringency, 
however, has not allowed me to make provision for any other new 
schemes. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: “That the demand of Its. 34,00() 
under the head — Industries (Reserved) — Electrical Adviser’ be 
refused.” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : 1 beg to move that the 

demand of Its. 77,000 under the head “35A — Industries (Transferred) 
— Industrial Development” he reduced by Rs. 501 (to raise a discussion 
on the necessity of the development of industries on co-operative basis 
and by special grants under the State Aid to Industries Act). 

Sir, I heg to move (he motion that stands in my name. Last year 
at about this time I urged the necessity of the development of industries 
on co-operative basis and offered some practical suggestions for consi- 
deration and adoption if iound feasible. Unfortunately 12 long months 
have softly glided away and nothing has been done. Sir, as all wisdom 
has been monopolised by Government, ours is a cry in the wilderness. 
It appeared that the Department of Industries like that of Agriculture 
devoted tbe best part of their time to the preparation of their report 
in elegant language rather than doing any practical work of public 
utility. It would not serve any useful purpose to the country to 
maintain a good number of fat-salaried men at the head without 
practically any work to do. This sort of eye-wash may have a temporary 
effect but cannot deceive the people for all time. The energy of both 
the Departments of Agriculture and Industries is being directed into the 
wrong channel. The Hon’ble Minister’s fine speech, though pleasing 
to the ear, failed to convince us about the practical utility of maintaining 
those departments. May 1 ask, Sir, have these departments succeeded 
to any extent in sobring the problem of unemployment which is assuming 
alarming proportions day after day? The bread problem is the problem 
of problems which required the first consideration of Government. Sir, 
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Departments of Agriculture and Industries were maintained 
primarily for that ptfrpose. But, Sir, may I ask, has any serious 
attemptbeen made towards the solution of this great problem which has 
over-shadowed all other economic problems with which the country was 
confronted ? Had a practical solution been iound out, the political 
unrest would not have taken such a serious turn. The hungry stomach 
was responsible for many of the ills we suffered from. 

Sir, may I call the State Aid to Industries Act as another eye-wash 
to deceive the public ? The sponsor of the Bill may gloat over this 
great achievement of his, but. Sir, may I ask, does he sincerely believe 
that full effect will be given to the provisions of the Act at any rate in 
the near future? It was bound to remain untouched in the Statute 
Book. So why this tuss about a pious wish? 

To speak the plain and unvarnished truth, it can safely be asserted 
that the Government existed primarily not in the interests of the 
children of the soil but lor the benefit of foreign manufacturers and 
foreign exploiters. Had not that been the case, the indigenous industries 
of the country would not have been smothered out of existence. The 
flourishing weaving industry of Bengal has been sacrificed at the altar 
of Manchester. The maintenance of a weaving school here and there 
cannot compensate for t he incalculable harm clone to the industry. This 
is another instance of eye-wash. It was mockery to show sueh internal 
interest in the sham revival of this industry after killing it outright. 
Instances like this can be multiplied a thousand times in case of other 
flourishing industries, tor which the country was once famous. It may 
be urged that they died natural deaths as they could not hold their ow’it 
in open competition. But, Sir, has any serious attempt been ever made 
to protect indigenous industries as is done in any other country? lias 
any sincere attempt been made to give adequate industrial training to 
the people and to open out new vistas of employment? Have the 
foreign business magnates ever afforded opportunities to train young 
Bengal in industrial pursuits? No. They wunted clerks and clerks 
only. The training given in the schools and colleges was well suited 
for turning out clerks — the supply exceeded the demand. Bir, the 
consensus of opinion in the country is that the Industries Department 
is being maintained to keep up the show and not to do any real good 
to the country. To turn this country into areas of industrial centres 
required imagination, tact, resourcefulness and a patriotic heart. It 
required indomitable courage to stand against the interest of the foreign 
capitalists. But it seems that was not the business of the members who 
adorn the treasury benches, who dance to the tune of the real masters 
who hold the string from behind. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 
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Rfti Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: In order to utilise the lour 
or five minutes that remain before the guillotine falls, I rise to support 
the proposal of my friend Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai. It strikes me 
that in furtherance of the cause which has been placed before the 
Council by the Rai Mahasai, I need only point out that it is quite 
possible for the Industries Department to do a great service to the 
country by extending the manufacture of quinine in this country by 
competent manufacturing firms with the help of the resources of Govern- 
ment. It is undoubtedly a fact that Bengal of all countries in the 
world requires quinine the most. But the people are too poor to pay 
the present price which should be brought down. My information is 
that a large quantity of quinine is now with Government, but that is 
not available to public for some unknown reason. Whatever that may 
be, large quantities of quinine are annually imported from Java through 
England and distributed here in India. May I ask the Government to 
explain how is it that all the year round no attempt is made to increase 
the manufacture of quinine from the cinchona bark which is grown in 
the Government plantations!" 1 ask them to tell us how is it that a 
large quantity of cinchona bark is now lying undisposed of and not 
permitted to be sold to anybody? During the last <‘10 or 40 years, 
chemical factories have sprung up in Bengal; a few* of them are quite 
capable of manufacturing quinine with the help of modern machinery, 
but in the absence of facilities for getting the cinchona bark, they 
cannot attempt to do so. The result is that we have still to buy quinine 
from outside at a high pi ice. From a Bengali journal of recent date I 
find 

[Here the time-limit for the discussion of the demand under the 
head “36 — Industries” was reached.] 

The motion of Munindra Deb ltai Mahasai was put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of 11s. 10,66,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “36 — Industries” was then put and agreed to. 

The following motions under the head “35 — Industries” were not 
called owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of R s. 77,000 
under the head ‘36A — Industries (Transferred) — Industrial Develop- 
ment’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion on the necessity of 
the development of home industries practically to organise the weavers 
of the Naraynnganj subdivision on co-operative basis).” 

Maulvi IYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY ami Maulvi HA MAN 

AH: “That the demand of Rs. 18,600 under the head *35A — Industries 
(Transferred) Inspection’ be reduced by Rs. 10,000.” 
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I' MwHri tY CO JALALUDDIN HASHKMY, Mmi JITCNDRALAL 
BANNERJEE, MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI, Kali EMDAOUL 
ROQUE and Maulvi HA8SAN ALI: “That tho demand of Rs. 18,600 
Wider the head ‘8&— Industries (Transferred) — Inspection’ be reduced 
by Rs. 101 (to criticise Government with special reference to the posts 
of Inspectors as other officers of the department are all highly techni- 
cally qualified).” 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,88,000 under the head ‘35A — Industries (Transferred) — Technical 
and Industrial Schools’ he reduced by Rs. 1.000 (need for 
retrenchment).” 

Mr. A. F. RAHMAN: “That the demand of R «. 1,88,000 under the 
head ‘35A — Industrie* (Transferred) — Technical and Industrial Schools * 
be reduced by Re. 100 (to raise a discussion on the policy of Government 
in making unusual delay to bring the temporary establishment of the 
Tanning Institute on a permanent footing).” 

Baby JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE, Nazi EMDADUL HOQUC, 
MUNINDRA OEB RAI MAHA8AI, Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN ALI: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,88,000 under the head *#V — Industries (Transferred) — Technical 
Industrial School be reduced by Us. 100 (to ruise a discussion and to 
criticise the policy of Government in making unusual delay in bringing 
the temporary establishment on a permanent footing so far as the Bengal 
Tanning Institute is concerned and other related matters thereto).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,88,000 under the head “3f>A — Industries — -Technical and Industrial 
Schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 ( maladministration in the Tauning 

Institute).” 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 39,000^ 
under the head *35A — Industries (Transferred) — Scholarships* be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (want of any provision as special stipends and 
scholarships for the candidates of the backward classes as enumerated 
on page 189, Part I, Calcutta University Commission Report).” 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHORE: “That the demand of 

Rs. 4,80,600 under the head ‘35A — Industries (Transferred) — Industrial 
Education’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the desirability 
of contribution towards tbe industrial and technical schools for the 
depressed class students under the management of the Hindu Relief 
Society)/’ 


50 
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Mr. NARENDRA KIIMAR BAiU: "That the demand of 

Re. 6,84,600 under the head ‘85A — Industries (Transferred)* be reduced 
by Rs. 600 (to draw attention to the misuse of money by the 
department)." 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HAMAH 

ALI: "That the demand of Rs. 6,84,600 under the head ‘35A — Indus- 
tries (Transferred)’ be reduced by Rs. 500 (general policy and failure 
to improve indigenous industries)." 

Babu EATISH CHAMDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs "That the 

demand of Rs. 6,84,600 under the head ‘35A — Industries ( Transferred ) r 
be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the industrial policy in relation to 
unemployment ) . ’ * 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: "That the demand of Ra. 6,84,600 
under the head *36A — Industries (Transferred)’ be reduced by Ra. 10 
(to draw attention to the fact that the State Aid to Industries Act has 
practically become a dead letter)." 

Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: "That the demand of Rs. 6,84,600 
under the head ‘35A — Industries (Transferred)’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to raise a discussion about the small percentage of Muslim officers in 
this department)." 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: “Tint the demand of 
Rs. 6,84,600 under the head 4 35A— Industries (Transferred)’ be reduced 
by Re, 1 (to draw attention to the absence of an industrial policy and the 
failure of the Government to take any steps to give effect to the State 
Aid to Industries Act).*’ 

Babu SATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: "That the 
demand of Rs, 3,11,000 under the head ‘35B — Cinchona Plantations* 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the inadequate supply of 
quinine and the high prices charged for it).’’ 

Rlt Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadurs ‘‘That the demand of 

Rs. 3,11,000 under the head ‘36R-— Industries— Cinchona Plantations 
(Reserved) be reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss possibility of manufacture 
of quinine at cheaper rates by indigenous industry for use in India)." 

RM Or. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: That the demand of 

Rs, 3,11,000 under the head *36B—~ Cinchona Plantations (Raearvod) 9 
be reduced by Rs» 10 (to suggest sale of cinchona bark to induatvial con- 
cerns capable of manufacturing quinine in India)." 
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SATYA KINKAR SAHANAt “That the demand of 
BC 10,56,000 under the head *36 — Industries* tie reduced by 
IK 2,00,000.” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: That the demand of 
R«. 10,56,000 under the head ‘35 — Industries' tie reduced t>v Rs. 1,000 
(policy with regard to industries of Bengal).** 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: ‘That the demand of IK 10,66,000 
under the head ‘35 — Industries’ he reduced by IK 100 (to discuss the 
policy of the Government relating to the indigenous products and 
fwadeshi goods).’ * 


Ka» EMDADUL HOQUE; ‘That the daman d of R«. 10,56,000 
under the head ‘36 — Industries’ be reduced by IK 100 (to discuss the 
general policy and its practical application).” 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of 
Re. 10,56,000 under the head ‘35 — Industries’ be reduced by IK 100 (to 
criticise the policv-of the department and for not making any provision 
to give effect to the State Aid to Industries Act, 1931).” 

Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur: That the demand of 

Rh, 10,56,000 under the head ‘35 — Industries’ be reduced by Rs. 40 (to 
raise a discussion how th.» home-industries ure being neglected and 
money is being lavishly spent in the pay and allowances of officers and 
in establishment charges, neglecting the means to lie adopted and funds 
to be supplied for the industrial improvement in Bengal).” 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: ‘That the demand of 
IK 10,56,000 under the head ‘35 — Industries* he reduced by Re. 1 (to 
draw attention to the insufficiency of the demand).” 


Hall BADI AHMED GHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 
Be. 10,56,000 under the head ‘35 — Industrie* (Reserved and Transfer- 
red)’ be reduced by Be. 1 (for the reason that the number of Muham- 
madans appointed in ibis department is very small).” 

5 p.m. 

[At tfiis stage the allotted time in connection with the demands for 
grants as a whole was reached.] 
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The following motion was put and agreed to: — 

“That a sum of Rs. 2,07,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘37 — Miscellaneous Departments’.” 

The following motions failed owing to the expiry of the time-limit: — 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of Rs. 1,36,560 
under the head ‘37 A— Inspector of Factories’ be reduced by Rs. 10,000.” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,36,660 under the head ‘37A — Miscellaneous- Inspector of 
Factories’ be reduced Re. 1 (paucity of Muhammadan officers in the 
office of the Inspector of Factories).” 

Babti SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: “That the 
demand of Rs. 462 under the head ‘37B — Provincial Statistics — Regis- 
tration of Births, Deaths and Marriages’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
discuss the necessity of maintaining a register of unemployed).” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: That the demand of 
Rs. 38,600 under the head *371) — Miscellaneous — Smoke Nuisances 
Commission’ be refused.” 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: “That the demand of Rs. 38,500 
under the head ‘37 D — Miscellaneous — Smoke Nuisances Commission’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to call attention towards tbe awful condition of 
Howrah due to smoke).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: That the demand of 

lls. 38,600 under the head ‘37 — Miscellaneous — Smoke Nuisances Com- 
mission’ be reduced by Re*. 1 (paucity of Moslems in the office of the 
Smoke Nuisances Commission).’’ 

41 and 80— Civil Works. 

The following motion was put and agreed to : — 

“That a sum of Rs. 75,16,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
heads *41 — Civil Works’ and *60 — Civil Works not charged to 

Revenue*.” 

The following motions failed owing to the expiry of the time- 
limit. — 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: “That the demand of 

Rs. 16,63,646 under the head ‘41A— Civil Works (Transferred) Com- 

munications’ be induced by Rs. 1,000 (to urge the necessity of construe- 
tion of roads in Arambagh and the Saras wati bridge at Tribeni).” 
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Mwlvi MUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI! “That the demand of 

Hi* 16,53,646 under the head ‘41 A — Civil Works — Communications' be 
reduced by Us. 500 (delay in commencing the works on Road Board's 
recommendation in the Mymensingh district)." 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANS "That the demand of Rs. 12,97,900 
under the head ‘41 — Civil Works — Establishment' be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the necessity of selling or leasing to Muslim 
public bodies or other persons suitable plots of Government land in 
case no private land is available in the vicinity of court houses for the 
construction of mosques with a view to offer facilities to the court-going 
Muslim public to perform their compulsory prayers (namaj) during 
court hours in district and subdivisiomil headquarters and other places 
in accordance with local necessity and demand)." 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY s That the demand of 

Rs. 12,97,900 under the head ‘41 — Civil Works — Reserved and Trans- 
ferred — Establishment' be reduced by Rs. 6 [to draw attention to the 
necessity for sanction of a plot of land on the Chittagong Court Hill 
(Fairy Hill) for a prayer hous^ at the north-east corner of the court 
building or at any other suitable place]. '* 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE; “That the demand of Rs. 35,000 
under the head ‘41 — Civil Works — Road Development Fund Works- 
Improvement to the Grand Trunk Road, etc.' he reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
discuss the wretched condition of the Grand Trunk Road within the 
town of Howrah and near the approaches of the Bally bridge)." 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY; “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,00,000 under the head ‘41 — Civil Works’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
draw the attention of Government to the fact that the money allotted 
on the recommendation of the Provincial Road Board for the Aracan 
Road in Chittagong he applied to the following feeder motor roads from 
the nearest railway station on the Chittagong-Aracan Railway Line: — 

(a) Kalipur-Dhala Road in police-stations Satkahia and Banskhali. 

(b) Anwara Road leading to Patia. 

(c) Harbang-Barabakia Road in Chakaria police-station. 

(d) Ramoo Road leading to Cox's Basar. 

Haji BADI AHMID CHOWDHURY: "That the demand of 

Rs. 14,41,000 under the head ‘41 — Civil Works (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred)' be reduced by Re. 1 (to press that the money of the Provincial 
Road Board that has been budgeted last year and this year should be 
spent at once)." 
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la^i fuK LAL NAC: “That the demand of Rs» 60,000 under the 

head *41 Civil Works — Construction of a combined r as i dance for the 

Settlement Officer and Assistant Settlement Officer at Rangpur’ be re- 
duced by Bs. 40,000.“ 

Maiilvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY ami Maulvi HA St AN 
ALIl “That the demand of Ra. 72,75,000 under the head *41< — Civil 
Works* be reduced by Rs. 67,28,100. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINs “That the demand 

of 11s. 72,75,000 under the head ‘41 — Civil Works* be reduced by 
Rs. 1,78,500.’* 

On AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of 

Rs. 72,75,000 under the head *41— Civil Works’ be reduced by Ra. 1,000 
(to point out the bad conditions of the Howrah Civil and Criminal Courts 
with their Bar Libraries and compounds).” 

Haji SADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of 

Rs. 72,75,000 under the head ‘41— Civil Works’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(prayer-room for Moslems in the Calcutta High Court). ” 

43. — Famine Relief. 

The following 1 motion was put and agreed to: — 

“That a sum of Rs. 1,110,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘43 — Famine Relief’.’’ 

The following motions failed owing to the expiry of the time- 
limit : — 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY and Maulvi HASSAN 

ALIS “That the demand of Rs. 1,30,000 under the head ‘43— Famine 
Relief* be reduced by Rs. 500 (inadequacy of grant).” 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: “That the demand of 

R«. 1,80,000 under the head ‘43 — Famine Relief’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to draw attention to the distress of the famine-stricken people in 
Tangail, Sirajganj and Bogra and insufficiency of measures taken by 
Government).** 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,80,000 under the head ‘43 — Famine Relief’ be reduced by Rs. 10 
(inadequate provision for the present distress all over Bengal).” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: “That the demand of 

Rs. 1,30,000 under the head ‘43 — Famine Relief’ be reduced by Be. 1 
(insufficiency to cope with the present crisis in Bengal).'* 
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f l*. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 1,90,000 
tjfeAer the head '43 — Famine Belief’ be reduced bv Be. 1 (to criticise 
tie policy).” 


€1. tuparamiiatiffi aHomnoea and pemfont, 45A.— Commutation ef 
fanaiens flnanaad frm ordinary revenue and BOR. — Commuted 
value off pensions not oharged to revenue. 

The following motion was put and agreed to: — 

"That a sum of Bs. 52,08,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
heads ‘45 — Superannuation allowances and pensions,’ 4 45 A— -Commuta- 
tion of pensions financed from ordinary revenue’ and *60B — Commuted 
value of pensions not charged to revenue’." 

The following motions failed owing to the expiry of the time- 
limit : — 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHANi "That the demand of 
Rs. 46,08,000 under the head ‘45 — Superannuation allowances and 
pensions’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the desirability of reducing 
the pension to all Indian officers from whatever post or service they may 
have retired to the ordinary maximum admissible, viz., Rs. 6,000 a 
year)." 

Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: “That the demand of 
Rs. 46,08,000 under the head ‘46 — Superannuation allowances and 
pensions' be reduced by He. 1 (to discuss the desirability of imposing 
a cut on all pensions similar to the cut in salary).’’ 


48 — Stationery and Printing* 


The following motion was put and agreed to: — 

"Thai a sum of Rs. 20,09,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head *46 — Stationery and Printing’." 

The following motions failed owing to the expiry of the time- 
limit: — 


Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI, Haji BADI AHMEO CHOW- 
DHURY, Mautvi HAM AN ALI # Maulfi SYED dALALUDDIN 
HASHBMYy Mmitvi BY ED MAdID BAKSH and Or. NARSOH 
CHANDRA BEN CUPTA: "That the demand of Rs, 26,600 under the 
head 4 46A — Stationery and Printing — Bengal Government Press — 
Officers' he reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the desirability of 
abolishing the posts of two Deputy Superintendents in the Bengal Gov- 
ernment Press).’* 
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Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI, Man Mi HAM AN ALI V Haji SADI 
AHMED CHOWDHURY, Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKEH, 'MmM 
EYED JALALUDD1N HAEHEMY and Dr. NAREEH CHANDRA 
SEN CUPTA: “That the demand of Rs. 6,50,500 under the head 
‘46A— Stationery and Printing— Bengal Government Press' be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact of mismanagement and huge 
waste of public money by the authorities of the Bengal Government 
Press)/' 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HAEHEMY and Maulvi HAMAN 
ALII “That the demand of Rs. 10,30,000 under the head '46A — 
Government Presses’ he reduced by Rs. 500 (Extravagance).” 


Maulvi HAEEAN ALI, Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY, Mr. 
K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI, Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKEH, Maulvi 
EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Dr. NAREEH CHANDRA 
SEN CUPTA: “That the demand of Rs. 11,000 under the head *46 — 
Stationery and Printing — Government Presses — Private Secretary’s 
Press’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the desirability of 
abolishing the Private Secretary’s Press).” 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI, Haji BADI AHMED CHOW. 
DHURY, Maulvi EYED MAJID BAK8H, Maulvi 8YED JALAL- 
UDDIN HAEHEMY and Dr. NAREEH CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: 

“That the demand of Rb. 36,000 under the head ‘46 — Stationery and 
Printing — Darjeeling Branch Press’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the 
desirability of abolishing the Bengal Government Branch Press, 
Darjeeling).” 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY, Maulvi EYED JALAL- 
UDDIN HAEHEMY, Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKEH and Dr. NAREEH 
CHANDRA EEN CUPTA: “That the demand of Rs. 3,32,500 under 
the head ‘46 — Stationery and Printing — Press and Forms Department' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to certain incidents in connec- 
tion with the misappropriation of public money in the Jail Press).” 

Mr. K. 0. RAY CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of Rs. 3,32,500 
under the head ‘46 — Stationery and Printing — Press and Forms 
Department' be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that a 
petty clerk was convicted and the Manager was promoted in the Jail 
Press).” 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 20,09,000 
under the head ‘46 — Stationery and Printing’ he reduced by 
Rs. 11,00,000.” 
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Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY, Maulvi iYID MAJID 
BAK8H, Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CURT A, Haji BAD! 
AUlliD CHOWDHURY, Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI and Maulvi 
HA88AN ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 20,09,000 under the head 
‘46 — Stationery and Printing’ be reduced by Re. 1 (desirability of stop- 
ping the allowances allowed to the confidential section, Bengal Govern- 
ment Press, Alipore).” 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H, Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN 
HA8HEMY, Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN CUPTA, Maulvi 
HA88AN ALI, Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI and Haji BAD! 
AHMED CHOWDHURY: “That the demand of Rs. 20,09,000 under 
the head ‘46 — Stationery and Printing* be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw 
attention to the amalgamation of the Jail Press with the Bengal 
Government Press, Alipore).” 


47— Miscellaneous. 

The following motion was put and agreed to: — 

“That a sum of R*. 11,27.000 b? granted for expenditure under the 
head ‘47 — Miscellaneous'.” 

The following motions failed owing to the expiry of the time- 
limit : — 


Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA88AN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 7.820 under the head ‘47B — Chargee 
on account of European vagrants’ be reduced bv Rs. 600 (general 
policy with special reference to treatment towards Indian vagrants, 
etc.).” 


Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Maulvi HA8BAN 
ALI: “That the demand of Rs. 9,30,000 under the head *47 — Miscel- 
laneous and unforeseen charges’ he reduced by Rs. 600 (general policy 
involved in these charges'*.” 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: “That the demand of 
Re. 9,30,000 under the head ‘47 — Miscellaneous and unforeseen chargee’ 
be reduced by Re. 100 (to raise a discussion about the detenus with par- 
ticular reference to the unjustifiable firing at the Eijli Detention 
Camp on the 16th September, 1931, and press for the punishment of 
the Government servants concerned and also press for the payment of 
compensation to aggrieved persons).” 
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Mr. 0« C. COOPERS “That the demand of Be. 9,00,000 under the 
head '47 — Miscellaneous — Miscellaneous and unforeseen charges 1 be 
reduced by Bs. 100 (in order to urge the need for economy in expendi- 
ture under this head).” 


Expenditure in England. 

The following motion was put and agreed to: — 

“That a sum of Bs. 6,16,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head 'Expenditure in England'. ” 

Loans and Advanoss. 

The following motion was put and agreed to: — 

“That a sum of Rs. 10,35,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head 'Loans and Advances'. ” 

The following motions failed owing to the expiry of the time- 
limit : — 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Rs. 10,35,000 
under the head 'Loans and Advances by Provincial Governments* be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the effects of inadequate provision).” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: “That the demand of Rs. 10,36,000 
under the head ‘Loans and Advances by Provincial Governments’ he 
reduced by Re. 1 (to urge the necessity of stopping the realisation of 
agricultural loans advanced to cultivators till the next paddy season in 
view of their economic distress still prevailing),” 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Tht Bangui Muhammadan Marriagas and Dtvoroas Registration 
(Amendment) Bill, 1932. 

Th# Hon'We Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I beg to present the 
Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Muhammadan 
Marriages and Divorces Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1932. 

The Hon'bte Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I beg to move that 
the said Bill, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into con- 
sideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Inw H«nPM* Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: I beg to move that 
the said Bill be passed. 

The motion that the Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces 
Registration (Amendment) Bill, 1932. be passed was then put and 
agreed to. 

Tin limit Primary Eduoation (Amendment) Bid, 1931. 

The Hen'Me Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUOOIN: I beg to present the 
Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1932. 

The Hon* Wo Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUOOIN: I also beg to move 
that the said Bill, a* reported by the Select Committee, lie taken into 
consideration. 

I find, Sir, that many amendments have been proposed in connec- 
tion with this Bill. I hope that they will not be moved because this 
question was discussed very thoroughly iu the Select Committee and 
with the exception of one dissentient note by Mr. S. M. Bose, their 
report is unanimous. 

I therefore move that the Bill be takeu into consideration. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I rise to oppose the motion for consider- 
ing the report of the Select Committee cm the Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill. My grounds are simply this — that this House and 
the people of Bengal are being treated by (Government as so many 
children. The Bengal Primary Education Act was passed more than 
a year ago, but no action has yet been taken for its enforcement. On 
the other hand, the Hon ’hie Minister has briefly stated in reply to a 
question put to him that on account of the economic distress and 
financial difficulties the putting into operation of the Act has been post- 
poned fine (he. He said that when times are better and funds are 
available, the Act will be put into opeiation. But (tod only knows 
when that time will come. 

The Primary Education Bill was passed after a good deal of discus- 
sion and in response to a very urgent popular demand. The Hon’ble 
Minister will hear me out when I say that before disc ussing the Bill he 
went over several districts and subdivisions of Bengal and held public 
meetings where large number of persons were present, and they were 
unanimous in their demand not only for including the Act into the 
Statute Book but for bringing it into operation without delay; and in 
response to that demand the Hon'ble Minister decided to bring the Act 
up bafore the Legislature. In fact, his persistence in response to public 
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demand caused the resignation of one of his colleagues. But all the 
same the Act which has been passed is no better than mere waste paper, 
because the operation of the Act has been suspended. 

I think the consideration of this Bill may be postponed till such 
time as he thinks he will be able to bring it into operation. What ie 
the good — what is the advantage, of having a Bill — an Industrial or 
Primary Education Bill— when Government knows that it is not going 
to put it into operation P Is it simply to satisfy the people and to show 
the people that it has done so much— that legislation is complete and 
that the Bill will be put into operation as soon as the Government is 
financially better off? But I can assure the Hon’ble Minister that if 
the poor cultivators and the poor people of Bengal are definitely told 
that the introduction of this Act means the imposition of fresh taxation, 
I think they will be prepared to pay tax for it if they know that it will 
bring free and compulsory education to them. They want education. 
Many of my friends who are members of the Moslem Education 
Advisory Committee will bear me out when I say that when the Com- 
mittee visited several towns they received various public messages: at 
that time this question — the question whether it was advisable to put 
the Act into operation in these days of economic distress and face fresh 
taxation — was put plainly and bluntly before the people and they were 
all unanimous in their demand that the Act should be put into operation 
at once. In spite of this fact, Government do not think it fit to put it 
into operation. I think, Sir, it is no use amending the Act, making 
improvements and changes in it, when the Act itself is not in force. 
Government has money to spend on first grade colleges, which is so 
much money misspent and wasted, as was rightly said by my distin- 
guished friend Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee; and if his advice is taken, 
a large amount of money will be available for spending on free primary 
education. Sir, the people are willing — not only willing but they are 
anxious — to pay tax for this purpose, and I think it is the duty of Gov- 
ernment to put the Act into operation at once. Therefore I object to 
Ihe consideration of this Bill at the present stage, and I suggest that ita 
consideration be postponed till such time as the Act can be put into 
operation. 


5-16 p.m. 

Tht Hen’bJt Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. it will be remem- 
bered that I received a good deal of sympathy and support when I made 
my tour throughout Bengal and put the question of the Primary Educa- 
tion Act before the public. Mr. Abul Kasem accompanied me on these 
tours and helped ms a great deal ; but I must say that the speech which 
has just been made by Mr. Abul Kasem is not at all relevant. I dealt 
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*ith this question in my opening speech when I asked for the education 
grant. I pointed out the difficulties that prevented us from enforcing 
th* Primary Education Act. Mr. Abul Kasem has complained that we 
acre not doing anything to enforce the Act ; hut he has not met any one 
<jf the points raised in my opening speech on this subject. Although 
he has claimed that the people are willing to pay the education cess, 
yet we know as a matter of fact that the road cess has not been paid and 
that the income of every district l>oard is reduced, and the zamtndart 
have not been able to collect their rents. In these circumstances it is 
quite obvious that this province cannot at present bear the additional 
taxation which it would be necessary to enforce if the Act is brought 
into operation. (Hear, hear.) It is not a question of saving a few lakhs 
of rupees by deprovincialising colleges, this will not help us in enforc- 
ing the Act as the latter would raquire a much larger sum — a crore and 
30 lakhs — and that can only he met by the imposition of cess, and I 
<laim that no one in this province can at present advise us to insist on 
the education cess being imposed in the present state of the country. 
Therefore, Sir, Government have not neglected their duty, they realise 
ihe difficulty and they are trying to see that the Act does not become 
a dead letter; and it is for that purpose that Government have appealed 
tt> the district boards to come forward and help Government to enforce 
certain clauses of the Act so that it may remain in operation and it 
cannot be said that the Act has become a dead letter. I would, there- 
fore, ask Mr. Abul Kasem and his friends to use their influence with 
the district boards and get them to respond to th.* appeal that has been 
made and by doing that they will be doing far more for primary 
education than asking the Government to do the impossible. Then. 
Sir, he has based his whole claim for postponement on the ground that 
as the Rural Primary Education Act has not yet been enforced it is no 
use going on with the present Rill. The Rural Primary Education 
Act cannot be enforced for the reasons which I have already stated, 
Tlie present Bill has Wen introduced primarily because one of tha muni- 
cipalities felt the necessity of it. There is no question of money involv- 
ed. If the Act is passed Government will not have to find any extra 
money. All that is required is to enable the Municipality of Chitta- 
gong, which has got a scheme complete and ready to enforce compulsion 
in Chittagong. Further, if any other municipality want to enforce 
compulsion after having provided facilities for the primary education 
of girls and ask Government for the extension of clause 2, Government 
will be able to comply with their request. I hope, therefore, the House 
will not accept Mr. Abul Kasem's objection. 


Rai KESHAS CHANDRA BAMERJI Bahadur: Sir. 1 fully support 
the motion of the Hon'ble Minister and I regret to have to join issue 
with Maulvi Abul Kasem. Maulvi Abul Kasem has said that this 
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important legislation should be deferred until the Bengal Primary 
Education Act is put into operation. I do not know whether Mr. 
Kaaem has taken a plebiscite to ascertain the opinion of the agricul- 
turists and the landholding community who are to be mainly affected 
by the provisions of the Primary Education Act of 18f30. It ia true 
that there is a real demand for primary education in this province but 
certainly the people did not want further taxation. Now that the 
measure has been placed on the Statute Book, I do not think that we 
can reasonably put forward tbe argument that this legislation should 
be delayed further simply because the Primary Education Act has not 
been put into operation. Speaking at any rate on behalf of the district 
boards in Bengal, to which reference has been made by the Hon’ble 
Minister, I can say that it is very difficult for them to comply with the 
suggestions of Government regarding the operation of the Primary Edu- 
cation Act, nor is it possible for the landholding classes and the culti- 
vators to submit to any further taxation in this time of dire^ economic 
distress which is prevailing in the country. With these few words, I 
support the motion of the Hon’ble Minister that the Bill be taken into 
consideration. 

The motion that the Bengal Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 
1032, be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Maulvi SYED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I beg to move 

that in clause 2 in proposed section 17A, line 4, for the word “six” the 
word “seven” be substituted. 

Sir, before I state my personal experience I will invite the opinion 
of experts in education of this House, I mean Mr. Wordsworth, Dr. Sen 
Gupta and Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee as to whether it is desirable for 
the Government to force children, especially girls of the tender age of 

6, to go to school. I think it will be injurious to them if girls of 6 years 
are forced to go to school. My personal experience in this matter ia 
that some girls of my own village were forced to go to school before they 
completed the age of 6. It is also very difficult for guardians to induce 
girls or even boys to go to school before he or she completes the age of 

7. I had an informal talk with the Hon’ble Minister and I gathered 
that he was prepared to accept my amendment, and I hope that he will 
accept it. \ 

TIM Mr. ICHWAM NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I am sorry if 

1 gave the mover the impression that I would accept this amendment. 
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1 Gunk I told him that I would consider the question. The trouble is 
ih&frl have not got the authority of Government to accept the amend- 
ment, and I do not think it necessary to incorporate this amendment in 
the Bill, because the matter was fully gone into in the Select Com- 
mittee. But apart from this, the question is that in this very Act, 
which we are amending now, th^ age of boys is 6 to 10. Therefore we 
would like the girls’ age to be the same. If, however, later on we find 
that the age is not suitable, it will be possible to change the age in tha 
case of both boys and girls. It will be difficult to justify at the present 
moment any differentiation between the age of boys and girls, and i 
would therefore request the mover not to press bis amendment, because 
if the age of the girls is raised to eleven then the age of the boys 
should also be raised and another Act will have to be introduced where- 
as after a trial if it is found necessary to make a change then the age 
of both boys and girls can be changed by one Act. In view of this 
explanation, I hope the mover will withdraw the amendment. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy was then put and 
lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY to move that in clause 2 

in proposed section 17A, line 4, for the word “ten” the word “twelve” 
be substituted. 


Mr. 9. M. BOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2, in the proposed 
section 17A, line 4, for the word “ten” the word “eleven” be 
substituted. 

Sir, my object is to bring this Act in accord with the Act which was 
passed in 1930, viz., the Bengal Rural Primary Education Act. In that 
Act, section 2(3), the age is “six” and not more than “eleven.” It is 
true that in this Act, IV of 1919, passed so many years back the age 
is 6 to 10. My object is to place the Act of 1919 in accord with Bengal 
Act VII of 1930, and I want that the age should be as in the Act of 
1930, viz., 6 and not more than 11. Of course, it is true that as regards 
boys coming under Act IV of 1919, the age remains 6 to 10; that, I 
think, is an anomaly but that cannot be removed in this Amendment 
Bill. Further, Sir, we know that under the Sarda Act tha age of 
marriage of girls has been raised to 14, and our object should be to 
induce girls to be educated up to a higher age. Therefore, my object 
is intended to lead girls to stick to the schools not till they are 10 but 
hr one year longer. 


H» ftm*M. KHWAM MAZItHJDOINl Sir, I an afraid th. 
mm mhkk I gam far opponag Mr. Haskamy't aamdmmt stands 
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good in this case. First of all if we increase the age of girls to II it 
would ba anomalous if we do not increase the age of boys also. Then, 
Sir, Mr. S. M. Bose has said that under the Rural Primary Education 
Act a child means one who is not less than six and not more than eleven 
both in the case of boy or girl. But the Act has given Government the 
right to prescribe any other age. So it is quite within the competence 
of Government to prescribe what the aga should be. In order to pre- 
serve uniformity we have found it necessary to fix the same age for both 
boys and girls. The most important point which I would request the 
*nover to consider is that making the education of girls compulsory in 
municipal areas is an experiment. I submit that the question of 
purdah in the towns is quite different from that in rural areas as in the 
village the purdah is not so much insisted upon, but in the municipal 
areas we know that it is more strict. Therefore it may be that parents 
in municipal areas will be quite unwilling to send girls above the age 
of ten to schools, and that is the difficulty we find in increasing the age 
io 11. I may also tell the House that when the present Bill was intro- 
duced in this Council, some doubts were expressed as to whether com- 
pulsion should be used in the case of Moslem girls. 


-6-30 p.m. 

Therefore I submit that at the present time it is not possible to in- 
crease the age from 10 to 11. To mention the Sarda Act in this con- 
nection is irrelevant. By the operation of that Act a girl cannot get 
married early and will have to go to school up to the age of 14; this 
motion would like Primary Education to be made compulsory between 
the ages of 6 and 11. Ordinarily a girl joining a primary school at 
the age of six will be in the top class of the primary school at the age of 
ten and after that if she wants to continue her studies she will have to 
#o to a middle English or high school; therefore, the change of age 
from 10 to 11 on account of the operation of Sarda Act has no force 
behind it. Therefore, I hope the member will not press the amend- 
ment, at in this country we must move slowly. 

The motion of Mr. S. M. Bose was' then put and lost. 


MUNINDRA OCR RAI MAHASAIs I beg to move that in clause 

2, the last proviso to proposed section 17A be omitted. 

The proviso runs thus “provided also that in the case of an applica- 
tion to introduoe compulsory primary education for girls, the Local 
Government may, if it thinks fit, refuse the permission referred to in 
nub-section (£) of section 6*'. 

As regards this refusal, the Hon'ble Minister may not know the 
difficulties which the Commissioners have to undergo in pomading all 
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th other Commissioners to accept the principle of compulsory primary 
education for girls. This section seeks to empower the Local Govern- 
ment, at its discretion, if it thinks fit, to refuse permission to intro- 
duce primary education for girls. This will hamper the cause of female 
education in urban areas. This clause, it is said, is necessary to pro- 
vide for the case of opposition to women’s education by the orthodox 
community. In the Bengal Primary Education Act for boys no such 
discretion has been given to Government; so in the case of girls there 
should not be any discretion on this point. So I hope that this provision 
to leave discretion to the Local Government should he deleted, as in 
the case of Primary Education Act for boys. 

With these words. I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 9. M. BOSE; I rise to accord my support to this amendment. 
Under section 6 of Act IV of 1919, the municipality after it has made 
arrangements satisfactory to Government for providing voluntary 
primary education can apply for Government’s sanction to introduce 
compulsory primary education, and the local Government, under sec- 
tion 6 of sub-section (2), if it be satisfied that the municipality are 
able to meet their share of the expenditure, shall give them the sanc- 
tion required . There is no option left iu this matter. But in this 
amending clause it is sought to give them an option in the matter 
which they have not in the case of boys. I do not see why any distinc- 
tion at all should be drawn in the case of compulsory primary educa- 
tion for boys and that for girls. It is said that this is necessary to 
provide for the case of opposition to women’s education by the ortho- 
dox. Now, firstly, this Bill is to be introduced in towns where people 
are far more advanced than in rural areas; secondly, the Local Self- 
Government Act has given certain functions to the municipality, if 
the Commissioners in charge of the municipalities are satisfied after 
inquiry, that there should he compulsory education for girls — and I 
take it that they are much better able to know than the local Govern- 
ment— then I find it difficult to understand why the Government should 
have the power to say “No”. Here we are dealing every day with the 
extension of the powers of local self-government. If those entrusted 
with the powers of local self-government do feel that they ought to intro- 
duce compulsory education for boys and girls, and if they are able to 
meet the money, and have satisfied ail the requirements laid down, 
then I can see no reason why the Government should Dc able to refuse 
permission. Further, as regards opposition from the orthodox people, 
I have already said that in towns there is, I think, a great deal of 
advance in public opinion, and if there be a few orthodox people who 
do not want to send their girls to school, they can easily get out of the 
obligation if they are able to make their own arrangements for educat- 
ing those orthodox girls, and the Act has made specific exemptions in 
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these cases. Further, it may be urged, that the matter ought to ho 
left to the option of Government, and they are not likely to say 4 W* ; 
but I do not want to give them any option, or leave any loophole tor 
artificial agitation by those who are said to be orthodox, and I do not 
want that Government should be in any way embarrassed. I would, 
therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister not to be afraid of the ortho* 
dox, not to be afraid to establish equality between boys and girls, not 
to fight shy of public opinion, which I say emphatically, does demand 
compulsory education for boys and girls. Why should we leave any 
loophole in the Act; why invite the orthodox to raise its hydraheadP 
Is it not a fact that in Bengal, almost all are in favour of compulsory 
education for all children, boys and girls? It is really difficult to 
understand why the Government of Bengal is opposing me. It is very 
widely believed that they are against women. I do not know how far 
this is true. It is widely believed that they hold certain views not in 
accord with modern opinion. For the good name of Bengal I trust that 
is not so. I trust, at any rate, that our Ministers who are young men, 
are not so out of date, and so old, and so much out of touch with our 
modern opinion as to oppose the claims of women. But, Sir, in any 
case, what I am asking for is not high politics. It does not involve 
any large question. We want our small children, boys and girls, to 
be educated; we want to do away with the option. The interests of 
the State demand that every child, irrespective of caste, creed or sex, 
should receive adequate education. Why then should the Government 
of Bengal be backward, backward I say and seek to take away with 
one hand what they are seeking to give with the other? 

I hope, therefore, that the Hon'ble Minister will accept our 
amendment. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I support this amend- 
ment, and I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will see his way to accept 
it. From the answers to the previous motions, I gather that the Minis- 
ter is afraid of being stampeded into taking any action, and therefore 
wants to have a spoke in hand to drive into the wheel if things are 
going too lust. If that is what is in his mind, I would remind him that 
there are a gOhd many brakes already on the wheel and there is no 
risk of its going too fast. All these years the Act has been in opera- 
tion, and up till now, the only application that has been received hail 
been from one municipality. That being so, there is no real appre- 
hension of being stampeded in this connection. Having regard to the 
large number of obstacles that are already there, and the numerous 
difficulties to be faced before any municipality can be induced to take 
action tinder, this Act, I do not think this extra precaution is at all 
necessary. 

The H«i*Me Mr. KHWAJA HA2KMUDDIM: I want to asem 
Dr. Nareeh Chandra Sen Gupta that I have no fear of being stampeded 
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iRto anything. I know full well what the municipalities are doing. 
So far only one municipality has been able to provide the facilities for 
compulsory primary education for girls. There is no likelihood in 
the near future of many municipalities coming forward and stamped* 
iag the Government Minister. 

If this motion is accepted, I am afraid the members will give up 
a privilege which they will have under this Act. In future power will 
not be in tbe hands of Government, because after all in the near future 
Ministers are going to be responsible to the legislature, and no Minister 
would dare to oppose or reject an application from any municipality, 
if the members of the Legislative Council are in favour of the muni* 
cipality. So this is absolutely a misapprehension. The power is not 
in the hands of the Government, but in the hands of the legislature, 
and if you give this up, you are giving up something which you may 
need later on. And I submit that the legislature should try to keep 
as much power as it can in their hands, instead of giving it up in thia 
manner. Therefore, I hope and trust that the members of this House 
will not accept the amendment, and the mover will withdraw it. 

5-45 p.m. 

The motion that in clause 2, the last proviso to proposed section 
17A be omitted was then put and a division taken with the following: — 


AYES. 


Ali, Mauivi Hamit. 

•anarjt, Mr. F. 

Bannarjaa, tabu dittndralal. 
Baau, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

UN, Mr. t. M. 

Ofeattarjaa, Mr. B. C. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiahori Mahan. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Hural Abaar. 
Fatlullah, Mauivi Muhammad. 
Bupta, Mr. J. N. 


Hakim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haahamy, Mauivi tyod Jalaluddin, 
Hoqua, Kati Emdadul. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mi lira, Babu Sara! Chandra. 

Rai Mahaaai, Munindra Dab. 
flay, Mr. Shanti Shakhsrtawar. 
Raul, Babu Hoaani. 

Ray, Babu Saiyandra Nath. 

Ban Bupta, Dr. Naraah Chandra. 


NOES. 


Altai, Mawabtada Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Bat f Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bat, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Banarji, Rai Bahadur Kaahab Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Fanahanan. 

Bartlvy, Mr. 0. 

•trfcmyrv, Mr. H. 

Handy, Mr. E. N. 

BattauUay, Mr. 4. M. 

Rural, Babu Babul Chand. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Mhuut* 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Matour 
Raflunaa. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Syad Oman Haidar. 
O hma dbur y, Mali Radi Ahmad. 

Chawdhury, Mauivi Abdul Bhaal. 

C a ban , Mr. D. 4. 


Cappingar, Major-Oanaral w. V. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Satyandra Kumar. 
Cuaufji, Mauivi Mur Rahiuan Khan. 
Faraqui, tha Han’bla Htvrtb K. 8. M* 
Khan Bahadur. 

Faweut, Mr. L. R. 

Banpali, Rai Bahadur tuail Kumar. 

Bhaaa, tha Han’bla Sir B. B. 

Bhutan vl, tha HanWa AthadJ Sir Abdal- 
karim. 

Bilahriat, Mr. R. H. 

Buna, Babu Frafutla Kumar. 

Bumtr, Mr. 0. W. 

Ham in, Mauivi M uhammad . 

Humin, Mauivi Latafat 
Kaaam, Mauivi Abut. 

Karr, Mr. «r. 4. 

Khan, Mauivi AuMmua Inman. 

Khan, KhM Sahib Mauivi Muaxsam AH. 
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KIM*, ttftuivi TMusuMifl. 

Kb**, Mr. Rataur Rabraa*. 

Msrr, th« HMi’bf* Mr. A. 

Mamin, Khan tahatfur MiHiammai AM*. 
Mukterji, Rai iakadur Batitb Chandra. 
Mttkbapadhaya, Rai Sahib ftarat Chandra. 
Nag, Bate Suit Lai. 

Mag, Rtvtrtnd B. A. 

Maiimuddifi, tha Han’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Ormond, Mr. K. 0. 

Rhilpat, Mr. N. 0. ¥. 

Rrantiaa, tha Han’bta Mr. w. 0. R. 
Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur* 


Ray, Bate Amaiy adha n. 

Ray, Bate Ragandra Marty**. 

Raaa, Mr. J. 

Ray, Mr. Sailtawar Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Mr. Bilay Frasad Singh. 
Sahana, Bate Satya Kinhar. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

Thamaa, Mr. M. F. 

Travarc, Sir Lanaalat. 

Wilkinaan, Mr. H R. 

Wardtwarth, Mr. W. C. 

Warthingtan, Mr. R. M. 


The Ayes being 20 and the Noes 62 the motion was lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The question is that the Preamble stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Th« Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I beg to move that 
the Bengal Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1932, as settled in 
Council, be passed. 

The motldn was put and agreed to. 


Tltt Elaphantg Preservation (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1882. 

Tha Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Sir, I beg to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Elephants Preservation Act, 1879, in its 
application to Bengal. 

[The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.] 

Tha Hon’We AlhadJ Sir ABOELKERIM GHUZNAVI t I beg to 

move that the Bill be taken into consideration. 
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This is a very small Bill and hardly requires any explanation front 
®e. All that is necessary to say has been stated in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons which along with the Bill has been circulated to 
the members of this House. Members of this House are aware that 
there is in existence an Act for the preservation of elephants. This 
Bill merely fills a gap in the law. As everybody knows, there are provi- 
sions in the Elephants Preservation Act, 1879, forbidding the killing 
of wild elephants except in defence of person or property or under a 
license. It is obvious that when a rogue elephant becomes dangerous 
to life and property there would be little use in issuing licenses allow- 
ing particular person or persons to kill it. The practice in vogue in 
Bengal is that when a rogue elephant becomes dangerous to life and 
property that elephant is proclaimed and a reward is declared for its 
destruction. The purpose of this Bill is to make definite provision in 
the law to validate the existing practice. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI* Sir, I beg to move, by way 
of amendment, that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon before the 30th June, 1932. 

Sir, I move this motion as a matter of principle. Whenever a private 
Bill is introduced in this Council Government invariably insists that it 
should be circulated for public opinion. Even if a word is to be 
changed, it is sent out for public opinion. It is on that principle that 
I move my motion. 


Tilt HwTble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Sir, there 
is no meaning in circulating this Bill of two lines for public opinion. 
There is no question of policy involved. It is only meant to make the 
existing Act quite clear, that is all. Therefore, I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of Forests, 

Mr. H. C. V. Philpot, 

Rai Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur, 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim, 

' Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 

Rai Kamini Kumar Das Bahadur, m.b.e., 

Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 

Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

Mr. P. Banerji, 

Babu Satyendra Nath Roy, 

Babb Suk Lai Nag, and 
Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai, 
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with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall he necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I beg to 

move that the Elephants Preservation (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1982, 
be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Rhinooorot Preservation Bill, 1932. 

The Hon’blo AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I beg to 

introduce a Bill to provide for the preservation of wild rhinoceros. 

[The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.] 

Tha Hoifble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: 1 beg to 

move that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

This Bill was published in the Calcutta Gazette on the 17th March, 
1932. The object of the Bill has been set out in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons which is in the hands of the members of this 
House. It is scarcely necessary to add that the object of the Bill is 
to provide for the preservation of the lives of the few rhinoceroses, 
that are still alive in Bengal. In reply to a question put in this House 
by Sir Lancelot Travers 1 said that Government will shortly take up 
the question of the preservation of the lives of these valuable animals. 
The present Bill is the result thereof. 

As regards the illicit killing of these animals it has been found that 
the price paid for the horns is Its. 11 to Rs. 13 per tola , that is almost 
half its weight in gold. 

6 p.m. 

As fax as information is available there has been organised poaching 
in Bengal since the year 1928 and the number of rhinoceroses that is 
known to have been killed up to date is 14. If things go on at this 
rate, the result will he that scarcely any rhinoceros will be left. I 
may mention that there are five species of rhinoceroses — two African 
and three Asiatic. One of the former species is now altogether extinct. 
They have since taken special care and the second African species is 
still to be found. 8o far as the three Asiatic species are concerned 
one of them which was in evidence some 50 years ago is believed to be 
quite extinct now* and unless we adopt some precautionary measures 
to protect the sp?pies that are now alive they will all be extinct soon. 
These animals are to be found in a small area of the jungles in 
Jalpaiguri extending over 48 sq. miles. In this area are to be 
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found about 40 or 50 of these animals. This is merely a guess as 
gathered from the report received from officers of the Forest Depart* 
amt. Since the price of rhino horns has gone up there has been or- 
ganised poaching of these animals. The penalty prescribed in the Wild 
Birds and Animals Protection Act, 1912, for illicit hilling of a rhino* 
eeros is a fine of Rs. 50 for the first offence while for any subsequent 
conviction the penalty is imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one month or a fine up to Rs. 100 only or both. The present Bill has 
been prepared on the lines of the Elephants 1 Preservation Act of 1879 
in order to bring the rhinoceroses under similar protection. Under it 
for a first offence the penalty is to be imprisonment for a month or a 
fine or both so that the Act will be deterrent and will stop this illicit 
poaching and will help in preserving these rare animals. With these 
words I move my motion. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: I want to add to the classification of 
the rhinoceros mentioned by the Hon’ble Member. He has spoken of 
five species but I know of a sixth species which is neither wild nor 
tame but which is as much hide-bound as the different species of the 
rhinoceros and is sitting on the Government benches. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I welcome this attempt 
-on the part of Government to protect the rhinoceros from extinction. 
Sir, we are fast drifting to the idea that Government was absolutely 
atony-hearted, considering their failure to take any steps to keep alive 
the people of Bengal at the present moment, but it is some consolation 
to find that the Government has some soft place in their heart after 
all, at any rate for the rhinoceros. But I forget that the horn of the 
rhinoceros is of some economic value and is sold at a price. So I 
suppose the people of Bengal must develop some economic value for 
their corpses before they can get any kind of attention from Govern- 
ment. 

fir LANCELOT TRAVERS: I rise to support the motion that the 
Bill he taken into consideration. Sir, the object of the Bill is to pre- 
vent poaching. I come from a part of the country where the rhinoceros 
is still in existence but if poaching is not stopped through the agency 
of a Bill like this, the whole species will entirely disappear in one or 
two years. The present law is deficient in that it cannot prevent 
poaching and it is essential that the penalties should he sufficient to 
prevent it, otherwise the Bill will be useless. 

I may say that this poaching began in the Malay States and other 
countries where the rhinoceros is almost exterminated altogether. I 
understand it has been exterminated in most parts of Burma, The 
reason for this poaching is that the Chinese crush the horn of this 
animal* to powder and use it as a sort of medicine which helps them in 
their sexual relationship with women. I am sorry to have to refer 
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to this but I say that it is a great disgrace to this province that this 
poaching should be allowed to go on. I am quite sure that when mem- 
bers of the House understand why the rhinoceros is being killed in 
this illicit way they will do their best to stamp out poaching. This 
beast is in itself an interesting and curious animal; it does not harm 
anybody. There are several rhinoceroses in the forest near my estate 
where 1 live and during the last 20 years only once one walked into 
a paddy field and consumed not more than two seers of paddy ! It does 
nobody any harm, so why should we allow the Chinese to make all this 
money by carrying on illicit poaching in this province? Sir, I hope 
the House will pass the Bill as it stands and put a stop to poaching 
at once. 

MUNlNDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI; In spit? of all the qualifies, 
tions attached to the rhinoceros by my friend, Sir Lancelot Travers, I 
do not know why the Government is so anxious for the preservation 
of the rhinoceros. The skins of the Government officials are too thick 
for any amount of vocal attacks and I do not know why the skin of the 
rhinoceros should be necessary for further protection. 

MftlllW 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move, by way 
of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon before the 30th June, 1932. 

In moving my amendment I must at the outset congratulate the 
Hon’ble Member for bringing out such an important measure for the 
benefit of the people of the country as well as of the Government. Con- 
sidering the importance of this measure I should like to suggest that 
opinions of experts on rhinoceroses and other people connected with 
them should be taken. With these words I commend my motion. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I rise to support 
the motion of my friend Maulvi Jalaluddin llashemy. Like my friend 
Mr. B. C. Chat ter jee I am not aware of the different species of 
rhinoceroses, having seen only one variety, at the Zoo. Ail the same 
in a matter like this it will perhaps be desirable to elieit public opinion. 
I do not know if the Hon’ble Member has any expert knowledge about 
the use or about the abuse of rhinoceroses or if he got expert advice on 
the matter but 1 think that in a matter of importance like this wo 
should not rush into legislation without consulting public opinion. 
That is one reason. Besides I do not see any need for great hurry in 
passing this particular legislation during this session. If the rhino- 
ceroses existed all these years writhout a legislation like this they might 
manage to live without a legislation of this kind for another six 
months. One point which I do not understand is poaching to which 
Sir Lancelot Travers has referred. The Hon’ble Member in charge of 
this particular branch has just mentioned that under the Wild Birde 
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and Animals Preservation Act poaching is punishable but he has given 
us bo figures whether in the past poaching had been discovered to a 


large extent and punished. Except the fact that rhinoceroses which 
live in herds are not visible nowadays there are no data on which ho 


has come forward to this House to show that in recent years the 


punishment according to the Wild Birds and Animals Protection Act 
has proved insufficient and has not been able to check poaching. It 
would be relevant for him to state before the House how many cases of 


illicit killing of rhinoceroses have come to the notice of Government 
and whether the existing Act has been ineffectual in preventing such 
illicit killing. Therefore I support the motion of my friend Maulvi 


Jalaluddin Hashemy. 


Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 would like to support the 
motion of ray friend Maulvi Jalaluddin Hashemy, and ray reasons for 
doing so are, if T may be permitted to say, a lawyer’s reason. As has 
been pointed out by Khan Bahadur Moinin this Bill hus been drafted in 
a very great hurry, and though it was circulated to the members of 
this Houjto for inviting amendments I find that a very important section 
has had no amendments tabled against it, I mean clause 5 — and 1 believe 
that that clause will prove unworkable, in practice. Clause f> runs as 
follows: In the event of any person killing, injuring or capturing a wild 
rhinoceros in defence of himself or of some other person, he shall 
within three days of such event report the faet in writing to theofHeer- 
in-eharge of the nearest police-station or to the Forest Officer, etc. 
Suppose, Sir, a hunter goes and kills a rhinoceros, he may he an 
absolutely illiterate man, and how can he know of this law and how 
can you make it incumbent on him to report this act, etc. It is not as 
if he may but the words are “he shall.” And if he does not do so, ho 
has got to pay a fine of Its. 500 under section 0. As I have said before, 
no amendment has been tabled against that clause with reference to 
this difficulty, and its discussion may not be permitted bv you. But my 
submission is that it is only an indication of the hurry in which the 
Bill has been drafted, and as has been pointed out by my friend 
Mr. Montin there has not been assigned any reason why this Bill should 
be passed in such a hurry. I may say at once that l am in perfect 
sympathy with the object of the Bill and I do think that such Bill 
tending towards the preservation of the wild rhinoceros should be passed. 
But I am supporting the amendment of Mr. Hashemy for circu ation 
and I am relying on the drafting of sections 5 and 6 to show that the 
Bill baa been drafted in a great hurry and think that probably if it 
were circulated for opinion other defects in the Bill might be visible to 
people who have to deal with the rhinoceros and who have the privilege 
of coming into contact with this animal. 1 do not know much about 
the rhinoceros but the only thing 1 know about it is that Browning 
was once challenged to rhyme it and he rhymed it with Eros. 
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Babu 4ITENDRALAL BANNER4EE: ] am sorry, Sir, that I have 
to differ from all the foregoing speakers and I have great pleasure in 
supporting the motion of the Hon’ble Member. My friends talk of 
obtaining expert opinion. Now, Sir, so far as the rhinoceros is 
conc erned, what other, what better, what greater expert could we have 
than the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim Ghuznavi? In all that 
appertains to elephants, the rhinoceros and thick-skinned creatures 
generally, the Hon’ble Member is supposed to be the foremost and 
supremest of experts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you in quest of the seventh species of 
rhinoceros? (Laughter.) If you are, I am afraid your efforts may 
rebound upon you like a boomerang. (Renewed laughter.) 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNER4EE: Sir, I was paying n^r humble 
compliments to the Hon'ble Member. I rise to pay my Tribute of 
respect and admiration for his varied, manifold and wonderful activities. 
As I contemplate the couple of useful measures that he has introduced, 
I am lost in admiration. Only the other day he was telling us how he 
went up as far as Egypt in chase of Sir William Wileocks — hold there 
he fell prostrate upon the Aswan Dam 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Order order, there is no rhinoceros in Egypt. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, 1 support the motion 
of ray friend Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy for circulating the Bill for 
eliciting public opinion thereon. I had no idea that this 
Bill has so many interesting aspects. My friend Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Basu has dealt with the legal aspect of the question. I should 
like to deal with the practical aspect of the Bill. I would ask the 
Hon'ble Member whether he has brought forward this measure with a 
view to increase the funds of Government. Is it a taxation BUI? 
Well, we have heard that he has brought forward this measure in a 
humanitarian spirit, but it baffles our imagination why he has made 
provision for the issue of licenses. For whose benefit are these licensee 
intended? I think, Sir, in a measure like this, which is going to 
restrict the rights of the inhabitants of the areas concerned to kill this 
animal, th$y should at any rate be given an opportunity to express 
their opinion on it. This will enable us to get further knowledge 
about the different types of rhinoceros that can be found inside and 
outside the Council. 
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llr* H. BIRKMYRE: Sir, I rise to oppose the motion for the 
of the Bill. I would appeal to the House to provide for the 
protection of this interesting animal which, I suppose, is generally 
recognised as a survival of a by-gone age. These animals are being 
poached at the rate of 6 or 3 a month and as they are very slow to breed 
we will, if this state of affairs is allowed to go on, very soon have no 
rhinoceros left in Bengal at all. At present the rhinoceros is protected 
in Government reserved forests and Government sanctuaries. Therefore 
the object of this Bill, as I understand it, is to give protection to such 
of these animals as may be found in non -reserve forests. I appeal to 
this House to think for the future. All the other young countries of 
the Empire have realised the value to them of preserving their big 
game. In South Africa they have got many such Acts which are 
operating very satisfactorily. New Zealand is going ahead very fast 
regarding the preservation of big game, and it will be a shame to us in 
Bengal if we lag behind in this respect. I would like to ask the House 
before they turn down this Bill or even send it to a Select Committee, 
to consider that aspect of the case. I do not know if members of this 
Council have hud the pleasure of hig game shooting, 1 personally have 
had. 

Mauflvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I have also had such 
experience. 

Mr. H. BIRKMYRE: Mr. Hushemy, 1 think, will bear me out that 
it is a wonderful sport. But it is better if it is done with a camera 
than w’ith a rifle and there is no destruction of life. 

I again appeal to the members to let this Bill go through and not 
sign the death warrant of these rare and interesting animals. 

Mtulwi ABUL KA8EM: T also rise to oppose the motion of my 
friend Mr. Hashemy. I submit, Sir, that after the speech which we 
h^ve heard of Sir Lancelot Travers, there is no doubt that the rhinoceros 
is in very great danger and no time should be lost in taking active and 
positive steps to see that it is not killed. If the Bill is circulated and 
postponed for consideration, I urn afraid in the meantime there will be a 
great rush to the .Talpaiguri jungles, and although it will mean some 
income to the Eastern Bengal Railway, it will mean ihe loss of this 
useful and interesting animal, as Mr. Birkmyre has rightly observed. 
One thing I cannot understand is this. The Hon'ble Member has 
stated that a tola of rhinoceros horn costs something like Rs. 80 or 
Re. 40. If that is so, how* will a fine of Rs. 500 be a deterrent punish- 
ment; because in that case anybody will commit the offence and take 
the hoA and make Rs. 5,000 easily and he will have no difficulty in 
paying a fine of Rs. 500. There are some provisions in the Bill whioh 
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I do^not understand. But there is very great danger in the circulation 
of the Bill as I said before, and the Bill should be passed here and 
to-day: that is my submission. 

Thi Hon’blt Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, I am 
afraid I cannot congratulate Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin and the 
other speakers who supported the motion for circulation on their 
speeches, nor on the frivolous and shallow merriment which they have 
displayed and therefore I am obliged to dilate further on the necessity 
of this Bill. I have already informed the House of the value which the 
horn of a rhinoceros fetches and I said that the value was something 
between Rs. 11 and Rs. 13 per tola. I also said that this animal was 
getting extinct. Already one species of the Asiatic rhinoceros which 
could be seen in the Terai has become extinct, and I further said that no 
more time should be wasted to get on with this measure in order to 
protect the rhinoceros and in order to prevent this animal from being 
completely extinct. I should like to cit*» the example of three 
wonderful species of birds which do not exist to-day. The l)odo which 
once flourished in Mauritius is extinct to-day and so also are the Auk 
and the Moa. Mr. Birkmyre was telling us a short while ago in his 
interesting remarks what progress New Zealand and other countries 
were making by means of their game laws in regard to the protection of 
the animals of those places. The extinction of such animals as the 
New' Zealand Moa should he a lesson to all, and I think it is very 
necessary that we should do all that is possible to preserve such rare 
animals. 

Then, Sir, as regards the provision of the amount of tine of Rs. 1,()00 
in clause 3 (/ ) and a tine of Its. otK) in clause 6 for not reporting w’ithin 
the time prescribed about which Mr. Abul Kasem complained, I was 
myself wondering whether this punishment would be sufficiently 
deterrent and whether a more deterrent punishment should not be 
provided for. When the matter was under consideration it was felt 
that this fine together with the term of imprisonment provided in 
clause 3 (J) and (2) would suffice. The reason is that the penalty for 
the first offence of killing, injuring, or capturing or attempt at these 
acts may go up to one month s imprisonment or a tine of Rs. 1,000 or 
both, and for subsequent offences it may go up to 6 months’ imprison- 
ment or a fine of Rs. 2,000 or both, and having regard to these 
provisions of the Bill it was considered to be sufficiently deterrent. 

My friend Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, with his expert knowledge of 
law, made some remarks about the intention of the Bill so far as section 
6 went. Clfmses 5 and 0, my friend will see, are intended to be 
preventive. The pbject of clause 5 is that information about the 
killing of a rhinoceros should reach the authorities as soon as possible 
in order to secure that the horn is not taken away. Therefore the 
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provisions in clauses 5 and 6 are all right. Then clause 6 says that 
whoever without any reasonable excuse makes delay in reporting to the 
authorities will be punished with a fine extending to R*. 500, and this 
punishment is considered sufficient. 


I submit, Sir, that this is a matter winch does not brook auy further 
-delay. It is a question whether we should preserve rhinoeeros in this 
country or not. Delay would mean the total evtinetion of rhinoeeros in 
this country at no distant date. MV have already l>een told by 
Mr. Birkmvre how this animal is gradually becoming extinct, and we 
have received reports from our officers- —the Commissioner of Rajshahi, 
and the Forest officers — that it is very necessary that this Bill should 
be passed and that at once, without auy further waste of time. 


I gather that the members of this House are anxious for the passing 
of the Bill but that they think it necessary to indulge in a bit of 
merriment. I am sure my friends have enjoyed the merriment that 
they were treated to by that inimitable Khan Bahadur A. Mom in. 
References, however, have been made to several kinds of rhinoceros in 
this House — I do not know whether on this side of the House or on 
that side or whether on all sides of the House. 1 think I need not say 
anything further to stress the importance of passing this Bill, and 
Sir Lancelot Travers, Mr. Birkmsre und Mr. Abul Kasem have 
sufficiently demonstrated the importance of the Bill. 

The motion of Maulvi Sved Jalaluddm Hoshemy was then put and 
lost. 


6-45 p.m. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: With your permission, Sir, 1 
would like to add the name of ltai Keshab Chandra Bnnerji Bahadur to 
the list of members to the Select Committee. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am told that you have not received the consent 
of more than five members. But you say in your motion that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. How can you move such a motion in such 
circumstance ? 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAMASAI: Sir, f have received the consent 
of Rai Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur, Maulvi Abdul Hakim, 
Mr. P. Banerji, Babu Satyendra Nath Roy, Babu Suk Lai Nag, and 
myself, wnd I want to add another name, w:. ( Rai Keshab Chandra 
Banerji Bahadur. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, you can move your amendment. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAI: Sir, I beg to move, by way o! 
amendment, that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of — 

the Hon’ble Member in charge of Forests, 

Mr. H. C. V. Philpot, 

Rai Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur, 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim, 

Mr. P. Banerji, 

Babu Satyendra Nath Hoy, 

Babu Suk Lai Nag, 

Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji, and 
Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai, 

with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I had no desire really 
at the start to support any dilatory motion with regard to this Bill, 
but after the discussion which has taken place 1 find that the measure 
requires further consideration. In the first place, nothing has been 
shown which necessitates the passing of this Bill at one sitting. There 
is no reason why it should not wait for a few months more to be 
considered by a Select Committee. Well, looking at the Bill, I find 
myself in great doubt as to why the Bill has been introduced. Is it 
introduced in the interests of the rhinoceroses themselves or in the 
interests of the big game-hunters? Is it introduced in the interests of 
science for the protection of rarest animals? But there are other 
interests to consider also. For example, the poor persona who may 
suffer by reason of the depredations of the rhinoceros. We have been 
told by Sir Lancelot Travers that the rhino is an innocent animal but 
surely the rhinos have got a few human lives to their credit. (A voice: 
You cannot say that.) It may be so and I have not much authority to 
say this except what I have Tead in books ami seen at the cinema — the 
film of “Trader Horn” for instance. But, apart from that, theae 
animals may cause depredations in other ways, without taking human 
lives, and t^hat is the thing which we have got to consider. We have 
got to consider how far by protecting the rhinos the dwellers in the 
forests and its neighbourhood might be affected by the presence of theae 
animals in those localities. We have no material upon which we can 
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j«|||e that beyond the fact that we are faced with an apprehension of 
the extinction of rhinos. I can say by the way that I ant hot frightened 
by that possibility. So many animals have become extinct and from 
wfatt we knew of rhinos there are other countries which will have these 
animals for some time to come. The question of their extinction may 
be important from the point of view of geologists or from the point of 
view of men generally and I am not very particular about it. It may 
be that the big game-hunters may be very much perturbed over the 
matter of their extinction. But, considering the possibility of hurt 
which might come from the provisions of this Bill, I feel that the Bill 
ought to be considered by the Select Committee. 

Mamvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8MEMY : Sir, m rising to support 

the motion of my friend, the Itai Mahasai, I would like to say only a 
few words. The reason of my supporting this motion is that I am not 
prepared to send a man to jail for six months and to fine him R*. 2,000 
for killing one wild animal. I am sure the members of this House who 
have experience of jungle life in Bengal will not agree to section 3 ( 2 ) 
at all. Sir, my hon’ble comrade, Mr. Birkmyre, has spoken much 
about the jungle life in Africa, South Africa and New Zealand. Can 
he cite a single instance of a civilised country where a person is punished 
with imprisonment for six months and fined Its. 2,000 for killing a wild 
animal? It is for this reason that I want the Bill to be referred to the 
Select Committee, in order that that Committee may consider the penal 
provisions. I would like to say one word more to Mr. Birkmyre. He 
seems to be disappointed at the dearth of big games in Bengal. I can 
tell him, Sir, that instead of going on an expedition into the jungles or 
forests if he were to join the Imperial Police he would find games in 
the cities of Bengal in the shape of human beings. With these few 
words, I support the motion of the ltai Mahasai. 


Mr. SHAMTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I just say one word? 

I want the Hon’ble Member to kindly explain why he has made a 
provision for granting license for hunting the animals when he fears 
their extinction. 

Tht Hon’bla Alhadj 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, the 
piovision for granting a license is meant to provide for a contingency 
when a rhinoceros becomes rogue and it is necessary to destroy it or in 
case, for instance, when one is wanted for the Zoo. 

As regards the motion itself, I may say at once that I would oppose 
any motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee. There i§ 
nothing in the Bill at all that requires consideration by any Select 
Committee. The object of the Bill is not to preserve the rhinoceros lor 
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*ny game-hunter*, but it u just the other way, ia fact, to present 
anybody from killing it. I may mention also that the rhinoceros in 
Bengal is not responsible for killing any human beings. The list which 
ie a nnuall y published of persons killed by wild animals does not show 
that the rhinoceros has killed anybody at all, at any rate so far as I am 
aware So this objection does not arise. The provision of the Bill is 
very simple. As regards the penalty of Rs. 2,000, I may say that it is 
meant to cover the value of the horn which fetches sometimes from 
Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 2,600, and in view of that fact the amount of penalty 
is not at all excessive. 


Mr* PRESIDENT! I think it is worthwhile to first ascertain if the 
House is at all prepared to refer this Bill to a Select Committee. So, 
I better split up the motion into two parts and put the first part first, 
namely, that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 

The motion that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee was put 
-and a division taken with the following: result 


AYES. 


Ali, Maulvi Huun. 

Bakoh, Maulvi Cyad Majid. 


Banorjl, Mr. R. 

BMMrji, Sal Bahadur Koohab Chandra. 


■aau, Mr. Nartndra Kumar. 
Ohaudhury, Maulvi Mural Aboar. 
tfavlullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Maohomy, Maulvi tyod Jalaluddin. 


Momin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Nag, «abu tuk Lai. 

Rahman, Maulvi Amur. 

Rai Mahaoai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray. Mr. thanti fhokhfcraowar. 

Rout, Babu Hoaanl. 

Roy, Bubu gotyondra Nath, 
ton Qupta, Dr. Narooh Chandra. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 


NOES. 


Atzol, Nawabxad* Khviaja Muhammad, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Sal, Babu Lain Kumar. 

Sal, Mr. Barat Chakra. 

Bannorjoo, Bab* ditondralal. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Ranobanan. 

Bartloy, Mr. C. 

Baou, Babu 4atlndra Nath. 

Blrhmyro, Mr. M. 

Btandy, Mr. C. N. 

Booo, Mr. S. M. 

Bottomloy, Mr. 4. M. 
aural, Babu Qahul Chand. 

Chattorjoo, Mr. B. C. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Habiur 
Rahman. 

C bond bury. NWi Badi Ahmad. 

CapuNigor, Major B on or a l W. Y. 

Coopor, Mr. O. B. ■ 
luoufji, Maulvi Mur Rahman Khan. 
Raroqui, tbo HanTNo Havmb K. B. M„ 
Kb an Bah a dur . 


Fawout, Mr. L. R. 

Oangali, Rai Bahadur Buoii Kumar. 

Bhooo, tho Hon'bto Bir B. B. 

Ohuxnavi, tho Han'Ma AlttadJ Bir Abdol- 
korim. 

Oilohriot, Mr. R. N. 

Quha, Babu Frafulla Kumar. 

Qurnor, Mr. C. W. 

Nuooain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Kaoom, Maulvi Abul. 

Karr, Mr. W. 4. 

Khan, Maulvi Am«u-ut»Zaman. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaxxam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahmtn. 

L oooon , Mr. CL W. 

Marr, tho Hon'blo Mr. A. 

Nandy, Maharaja Brit Chandra, at Kaahn- 
batar. •„ 

Naximuddia, tho Han'Ma Mr. KMBja 
Ordioh, Mr. 4. E. 

O rmon d , Mr. «. C. 
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Ur. R. C. V. 


MM 


Mmmw, to. A. F. 

MUM*, Hr. A. F. Ml. AMttf* 
toy, RpN Awmiy^m. 

Mr* total mm 


flay, total Naatntfra N»rgy**. 

ft«s, Mr. 4. 

toy, total Haritonta. 


toy, to. liittoir tow*. 

toj'tta toPiiJ’to^ilay FraaM Mas*, 
toy CMui tort, total to* OtoaAra 
tototo, total totya Kin tor. 
tartar, Kai tabib Rabat* Maban. 

ton, to. a. a. 

Trmyra, $lr I to— tat 
WiHiinMa, Mr. M. R. 


The Ayes being 18 and the Noes 58, the motion was lost. 

The malign that the Bill he taken iulo eons idorat ion was then put 
and agreed to. 


Mf» PRESIDENTS The House lias given such a hot chase altar tfai 
rhinoceros that I better cry halt now. (Laughter.) 


Adjournment, 

The Council was then adjourned till 8 p.gi. on Friday, the lat 
April, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council amm b l i d «m*r the 
provisions of the Governmen t of Imfia Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 1st April, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manhatha Nath Eat 
Chaudhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 93 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Audit fees from the co-operative societies. 

•194. Mr. 9ARAT CHANDRA BAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis, 
ter in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) the total amount realised up to the 30th September, 1931, 
as audit fees from the co-operative societies; 

(it) the total amount spent; and 

(in) the total surplus amount, if any, in the hands of the Govern- 
ment ? 

(b) Are the Government aware that there is a big surplus amount 
left after actual expenditure for audit purposes? 

(c) Is it a fact that such audit fees are generally spent on the 
salaries of the Inspectors of Co-operative Societies? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of refunding such surplus amount to co- 
operative societies in proportion to their respective contribution? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. Faroqui, Khan 
Bahadur): ($*) (i), (it) and (it*) A statement giving the information 
asked for is laid on the library table. In the statement the expendi- 
ture on the audit staff as shown, does not take into account the coat 
of the staff employed on the audit of societies not more than eighteen 
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months old and anti-malarial societies since 1928-29, as such societies 
are exempted from payment of audit fees. 

(b) The member is referred to the statement laid on the library 
table in reply to clause (#i) of the question. 


(c) No. 

(d) The question does not arise. 


Moslems in tits Forest Department 

•195. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) WiU the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue (Forests) Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing the present number of persons 
working as rangers, deputy rangers, foresters, guards and clerks in 
Bengal, who are — 

(t) Muhammadans; and 
(it) Hindus? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of posting 
further appointment of persons of communities other than the Muham- 
madan community, in the Forest Department till the posts are filled 
up in proportion to the latter’s deraaud? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that any number of suitable 
Muhammadan candidates for those posts are available in Chittagong 
and Cox's Bazar subdivision? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE (FORESTS) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble A I had] Sir Abdalk trim Chuxnavi): (a) A statement is 
laid on the library table. 

(6) The question of securing proper representation of the Moslem 
community in the Forest Department has been engaging the attention 
of Government. 

(c) There may be a number of suitable Muhammadan candidates 
available, but recruitment must depend on the number of vacancies. 

Babtf AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state as to how many among the Hindus represent the depressed 

classes? 

The Hobbit Albadj 9ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVi: It is not 

possible to give that information off-hand. 

Babtf AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to make an inquiry into the matter? 


Tht Hfft’Me Albadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZMAVIt Yes. 
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•196. Rai SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS Bahadurs (a) WiU the 

Hon ’hie Member in charge of the Revenue (Forests) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) the number of forest engineers in Bengal; 

(it) the reasons for maintaining forest engineers; and 
(tit) the number of divisions in charge of Provincial Service 
officers ? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Member i>e pleased to state the nunilter of 
Provincial Service officers promoted to the Imperial Service as recom- 
mended by the Lee Commission with reference to the assurance given 
by him on 19th March, 1931, during the budget discussion under the 
lieuds “8A and 52A — Forests”:' 

Tha Han’trta AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZMAVI: („) (i) One 

He is on leave without pay. 

(it) The main reason for the creation of the Forest Engineering 
Service was to introduce more efficient methods for the extraction and 
disposal of timber by mechanical means. 

(fit) One. 

(6) None have been promoted hitherto as there has been no vacancy 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon hie Member be 

pleased to state whether the reason for the ereatiou of the post has 
been satisfied ? 


The Hon’blt AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The object 
has been fulfilled. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if it is proposed to retain the post in future? 

Tha Hon’bla AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The matter 
it under consideration . 

Rai SATYENORA KUMAR DAS Bahadur: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that 'there is no forest engineer in Assam P 

Mr* FSBItSSEtt Yon cannot put that qaoetion. 
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Mautvi SYID MAJID BAKSHl Will tk* Hon'bl* Umber b* 
plowed to state whether he means by efficient method the economic 
method P 

The Hou’Wc Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUINAVI: Certainly 
that, and other thing*. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH : Will the Hon’ hie Member be pleaded 
to state whether economy ha* been effected including that of the pay 
of the engineer? 

The Hon’Me Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Moat 

decidedly. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the creation of the Forest En- 
gineering Service has proved successful? 

Tha Hon’ble Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: Yes. 

Khasmahal tahsildars in Faridpur. 

*1f7. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUBUFJI: Go Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state — 

(») the present number of permanent kha * muJtol tahnldar* in the 
district of Faridpur: 

(it) how many of them are Muslims; 

(iii) whether amongst these tahsthlur* there are persons, and if 
so, how many, who are above 55 years of age; and 

(tv) whether the Government approve of the policy of retaining 
officers over 55 years of age on extension in these days of 
financial stringency? 

(b) Does the Government intend to take any steps to increase tha 
number of Muslim tahsihlar* in the Faridpur district? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt 
Sir B. B. Chow): (a) (G Eleven. 

(tt) None. 

(m) Two of them are over 55 years of age. 

(tv) It depends on the merits of the particular case. 

(b) Yes. 
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Maulvi SYEO MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state why after 65 years of age these persons have been 
retained ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE; The answer is in (*e). 

Khasmahal ami ns in Faridpur. 

•188. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: (a) Will the 

Hobble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state— 

(%) the present number of permanent khax mahal amtnt in the 
district of Faridpur; 

(it) how many of them are Muslims; # 

(in) whether amongst these amins there are persons, and, if so, 
how many who are above 55 years of age; and 
(tv) whether the Government approve of the policy of retaining 
officers over 55 years of age on extension in these days of 
financial stringency? 

(6) Does the Government intend to take any steps to increase the 
number of Muslim ornin* in the Faridpur district? 


The Hon’bla Sir B. B. CHOSE: <«> Two. 

(it) None. 

(Hi) One of them is over 55 years of age. 

(iv) It depends on the merits of the particular case. 

(b) The question of appointing a Muhammadan to the next vacancy 
will be considered. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what he means by merit in this particular case? 

The Hotl’We Sir B. B. CHOSE: Efficiency, of course. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Does not the 
Hon’ble Member consider that after 55 years of age a civil court amts 
ceases to be efficient? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a matter of opinion. 
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Hindu w o n e Bl o ii l visitor Hr tlu HIJH Spe o U U Jail. 

*1SS. Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member is charge 
erf tiie Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that there is no Hindu non-official visitor for the Hijli Special 
JailP 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor P 

MEMBER M oharst of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon 1 bit Sir B. B. Choee): (a) Yes. 

(b) Through a misapprehension the Additional Special Jail at 
Hijli has been regarded as a sub-jail and und^r the rules for sub-jails, 
two gentlemen who happen to be non-Hindus were appointed non- 
official visitors. The Divisional Commissioner is being asked to treat 
the jail as a district jail for which three gentlemen visitors are pres- 
cribed and to appoint one Hindu non-official visitor and two lady 
visitors. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY; Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether he is aware that scarcity of drinking 
water still prevails in the Hijli JailP 

The Hon'ble Sir B. B. CHOSE* The question does not arise. 

Bftbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is it not a fact that an 
overwhelming majority of the inmates of the jails in Bengal is Hindus P 

The Hon'ble Sir B. B. CHOSE; Yes 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: In view of that fact, how 
did it happen that only non-Hindu visitors of jails were appointed P 

The Hon'ble Sir B. B. CHOSE; Probabh the reason is that Hindu 
visitors were not available at Kharagpur. 

Mr. R. MAITI 8 Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to consider 
whether members of the Legislative Council have been appointed as 
non-official visitors of jails? 

The Hen'ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: Under the rules, members of the 

Legislative Council are ex-ojjicw visitors of jails in their constituencies. 

(Cries of “no,” “no”.) 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY; Is it a fact that prisoners 
from different parts of the province are located in this jailP 
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Thi Honftte Mr •* B. CHttfi: That may be so. 

W. 9HAMTI iMIKMAHISWAft RAYS In view of that {Act, 
will ike Hon’ble Member consider the desirability of appointing a 
visitor even if be happens not to be a resident of Kharagpur? 

The HoiPble Sir B. B. CHOSE: The answer is there. A Hindu 
gentleman will be appointed. 

Mr. B* 0. BHATTERJEEt Will the Hon’ble Member oensider 

the advisability of appointing a Hindu M.L.C. as a visitor of the 
jail P 

Thi Hen’ble Sir B. B. CHOSE: If a Hindu M.L.C. comes forward, 
oertainly he will be appointed. 


Prospects of Legislative department assistants. 

*200. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) With reference 
to the answer given to Mr. A. F. Rahman’s unstarred question No. 41 
on the 11th February 1929, will the Ron’ble Member in charge of the 
Legislative Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
one extra post each for the Public Works Department and the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Industries was sanctioned by Government 
with effect from 1st January, 1929? 

(b) Will the Hon'hle Member be pleased to state when the posts- 
in question were originally sanctioned? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why the additional 
selection grade post for the Legislative Department has not yet been 
given effect to during the last two years? 

(d) Is it a fact that the question of revision of the prospects of 
the assistants in the Legislative Department has been pending sanction 
by the Government? 

( e ) If so, for how long? 

MEMBER in oharga of LEGISLATIVE DEEABTMENT (the 
Hpitolf Sir B. B. Chow): (a) Yes. 

(6) The posts were sanctioned iu Finance Department memorandum 
No. 916-84-F., dated 31st January, 1929, with retrospective effect from 
1st January, 1929. 

(*) On grounds of financial stringency. 

(d) and (c) Certain revisions including an additional lower divi* 
non selection grade poet were sanctioned in September, 1989, but have 
not been given effect to on grounds of financial stringency. 
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•201. Mr. SYAMAPROSAD M00KERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleated to Mate 
whether Balm 1) hi res Chandra Chakrabarti, Editor, AW Kra t u nation- 
alist English weekly of Calcutta, was convicted by the Subdivisional 
Officer of Munshiganj and sentenced to two years' rigorous imprison- 
ment on or about 25th January last ? 

(b) What was the offence with which he was charged and of which 
he was convicted? 

(«) Is it a fact that he was being removed from the Munshiganj Sub- 
Jail to the Dacca Jail on or about 27th January in u handcuffed state? 

(d) Is it a fact that while Dhires Babu was being taken along the 
road, a European police officer, who was in the thana by the roadside, 
rushed out and assaulted Dhires Babu with blows on the left eye and 
the temple? 

(c) Is it a fact that Dhires Babu became unconscious as a result of 
such assault and the glasses of his spectacles were broken? 

(f) If the answers to (d) and ( e ) are in the affirmative, wdll the 
Hon'ble Member be pleased to state the name and designation of the 
polite officer anti the reason for the cowaulh assault on a handcuffed 
prisoner ? 

((f) Is the Government considering the desirability of inquiring into 
the above allegations and of taking such steps as may be deemed proper 
to avoid the recurrence of such incidents? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, W. D. R. Prentice) : (a) Yes. 

{ b ) An offence punishable under section 117, Indian Penal Code. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes, one blow was struck, but there was a certain amount of 
provocation and the officer was totally unaware that Dhires Babu was 
handcuffed. 

(e) His spectacles were broken, but he was not rendered unconscious. 

( f ) Government are not prepared to give this information. 

{//) Yes, action is being taken, lioth in respect of this occurrence, 
and with a view to avoid the recurrence of such incidents which Govern- 
ment believe to be rare and of which they entirely disapprove. 

Mr. NARBMDRA KUMAR BABU I Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether that officer is still in service? 


The Hoit’M# Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether he has been suspended pending an inquiry P 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I am not prepared to add 
anything to my answer. 

Maulvi EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state whether it was possible for the offioer to be 
unaware that Dhires Babu was handcuffed at the time? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes, that is what is stated. 

Mr. CHANTI SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state what was the nature of the provocation P 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: There is no detail. 

Mr. B. C. OHATTERJEE: In view of the latter portion of ( g ), 
will the Hon'ble Member please give ns an assurance that he would 
take steps to punish this officer P 

Tht Hon'M# Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have nothing to add 
to (g). 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNER JEE: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state the source of his information that there was 
provocation ? 

Tha Hott’blt Mfe W. 0. R. PRENTICE: The report was received 
from the District Magistrate. 

Mr. BMANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Mem. 
ber be pleased to state whether any statement was obtained from 
Dhires Babu in this connection P 

Tht HocPblt Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: No 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to 

( f ), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it waa the 
Assistant Superintendent of Police who struck the blow ? . 

Tht HanPbia Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have nothing to add 
to the answer. 
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Point or o rtf*. 


Muilvi ABUL KABEM: On a point of order, Sir. Has the Govern- 
aat any right to refuse to answer a question or to say that Govern- 
ment is not prepared to answer a question without giving any reason 
when that question has been admitted by you? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have said times without number that it is not 
possible for me to compel a Member of the Government to answer a 
question if he is unwilling to do so. He should, however, answer a 
question which does not affect what may be called constitutional pro- 
priety or in which secrets of Government are not involved. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU. On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
divulging of the name of an officer who has disgraced His Majesty’s 
uniform of so much importance that it cannot he mentioned in the 
House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is more or less a matter which must be left 
to the discretion of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the department 
concerned. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, will you inform me 
about one point? Is there any statutory provision under which the 
Government may refuse to supply information to the members of the 
Council? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: No 

The Hoit'bls Mr. A. MARR: Sir, the procedure in the House of 
Commons might be explained to the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If I am to explain the procedure of the House 
of Commons, I must say that there a Member of the Government can 
refuse to give an information which he considers should not be given 
in public interest or in the best interest of thi* Government. It ia hi* 
privilege to do so. But at the same time, there is no hard and faat 
rule — in fact, there is no order of the House which might enable the 
Speaker to compel a Member of the Government to answer a particular 
question a* there is no order which giv?s him absolute protection when 
he refuse* to answer a question. It is more or less a matter which 
it left to the discretion of the Member of the Government concerned 
for obvious reasons. 
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The Hon’bl* Mr. A. MARRi Sm it not been laid down by tbe 
Speaker of the House of Commons that it is absolutely within the 
power of a Member of Government to refuse to answer any question 
whatsoever, and the Speaker has no power whatsoever to compel a 
Member of Government to answer that question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid that does not improve matters. I 
have said to-day and on many occasions in the past that it is not possible 
for the Chair to compel a Member of the Government to answer a 
particular question, although it is very desirable that any information 
which can be given to the House without any real harm should not be 
refused. It is the privilege of the House to ask questions and it is the 
privilege of the Government not to answer a question which may 
really hurt it as a Government. You cannot prevent Government 
from taking shelter behind that privilege: they can refuse any infor- 
mation which they think should not be given out. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I> it not a fact that even 
under the Speaker’s ruling Government is bound to adduce legitimate- 
reasons why they will not supply a particular information? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Ye*, but doe» that help much? 

Mr. Si C. ONATTKRdEEl 1 think the procedure here should be 
stricter than in the House of Commons, as we cannot turn the Govern- 
ment out as the House of Commons can. I submit that the analogy 
given by the Hon'hle Mr. Marr does not apply, because in this case 
we are unable to turn them out and it is out of place. If the Ministry 
refuse to answer u question, then the House of Commons can turn it 
out, but here we cannot do that, so we must ask them to be stricter 
than in the House of Commons. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot go beyond the limits of your own 
constitution. 

Mr. E. 0. ORMOND: Is it not a fart that the Members of the 
Executive Council are quite in u different position to Members of 
the Cabinet in England? 

Mr. PRlflDCNT: That is covered by the ruling 1 have already 
given, 

Mr. 1. 0. ORMOND: I bow to your ruling. 
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Supplementary questions* 

Maulvi 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleaded to tell us with reference to answer ( f ) whether 
the officer wan an Indian or a Kuropean officer ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE* I uiu not prepared to 
add anythin? to my answer. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Will the Hon’M* Member be prepared 
to give us an assurance that he will circular in? the district officers 
that on future occasions they should have the version* of both parties 
before they sent iu any report to Government P 

THt Hoft’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have nothing to add. 

Mr. BHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is this disinclination to 

ghe the name of the officer due to the intention of the Government to 
shield this officer? 

Tbe Hoifble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTIOE: 1 have nothing to add 
to answer (a). 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to sav if Babu Dhires t’handra Chakrabarti was 
supplied with fresh glasses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know. 
Ornaments of lady prisoners. 

*882. Mr. 8. M. BOSE; (n) Will the Hon ’hie Member in charge 
of the Police Department be pleased to stutc whether it is a fact that 
on the 25th February last, three Hindu ladies, Miss Suniti Neogy, 
B.A., Miss Bina Das Gupta and Mrs. Nirsja Bhattarharya, were 
arrested along with others for being members of a procession in the 
streets of Calcutta? 

(b) Is it a fact that during their detention in the look-up at the 
Jorasanko thma or at Lnlbatar, tb-ir guardians were not permitted to 
supply them with food? 

(e) Is it a fact that they refused to take the foo<l ordered by the 
authorities as being very dirty? 
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(d) Is it a fact that they remained withont food till the next 
day? 

(e) Is it a fact that at Lalbazar, their ornaments including bangles 
and sankha and loha were taken off and removed? 

( f ) Is it a fact that the ladies or any of them strongly or at all 
protested against such removal, or that under threat of removal of 
the said ornaments by force, the ladies were compelled to take them 
off themselves? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that removal of such ornaments 
from the arm is regarded as a sign of widowhood, and highly in- 
auspicious by the Hindus, especially in the case of married ladies? 

(h) Is it a fact that the trying Magistrate Mr. Wasid Ali directed 
that ornaments necessary according to religious custom should be given 
back to the ladies? 

(i) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state what action has been taken in the matter? 

(;) Has any order been passed by Government dealing with the 
removal of ornaments and jewellery from the persons of Hindu ladies 
sent to jail? 

(1c) If the answer to (;) is in the affirmative, what is the purpose of 
the said order? 

( l ) If no order has yet been passed, is the Government considering 
the desirability of issuing orders at once? 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

( 0 ) No. 

( d ) No. They had food about 6 p.m. on 25th February, 1932, and 
7 a.m. on 28th February, 1932. 

(r) On request, they mode over bangles, earrings and neckchains. 
(f) No. 

(?) Government are not aware that removal of the ornaments men- 
tioned in the reply to ( e ) is regarded as a sign of widowhood. 

(h) Yes. 

(♦) The ornaments were sent to the jail authorities for necessary 
action under, the Jail Code. 

(;) and (k) The member is referred to rule 514 of the Jail Code. 

(f) Does not arise. 
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f ilr. B. 0. CHATTCRJEEi With regard to (p), wu it not possible 
fir the Hon’ble Member to inquire of any of bis Indian officers as to 
i&ether it was a sign of widowhood or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have inquired. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU. With reference^) answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state who made the request? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The officer in charge of 
Lalbasar lock-up. I do not remember his name. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Is the Hon’ble Member in a 
position to state whether the ornaments were taken off and removed 
by the ladies themselves and not by the police officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is the answer in (e ) ; 

on request they made over their ornaments. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: On whose information was that 
answer prepared? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The Commissioner of 
Police. 

Mr. B. C. GHATTERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state whether his Indian informant was a Hindu or a non-Hindu? 

Tht Hon’bfo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: A Hindu as far as I 

remember. 

Mr. BHANTI SHEKHAREEWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state if ornaments are always removed in such cases? 

Tht Hon’bl* Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Tea, in accordance with 
the general procedure. 


Publio libraries. 

♦m MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing since the last report — 

(ji) a list of the registered public libraries; and 
(**) the public libraries receiving Government publications? 
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MINIITIR hi Kuril rf I0U0ATI9N 0«MRTM*HT (On 
HmUM. Mr. Klwrala NasmuiMM): (») and («) A statement is laid 

on the table. 


Statement. 

(*) ( 1 ) {tartala Moslem Library, Barta’.a, Garden Reach, Kidder 
pore. 

(2) Taltala Public Library, 12, Neogipukur Lane, Calcutta. 

(it) Bansberia Public Library, Hooghlv. 


R&i KCSHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the 

Hon'ble Minister be pleased to tell us the number of registered public 
libraries in Bengal outside Calcutta? 

The Hon’bla Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Rai KCSHAB OH AN DR A BANfRJI Bahadur: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what other public libraries outside Calcutta 
received Government publications? 

Th# Hoft’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The member is refer, 
red to a reply I gave to a quest iou in this session. 


Hawkers obstructing thoroughfares. 

*204. Mr. C. G. COOPER: {a ) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Polios Department a wait* oi the great inconvenience caused to 
the general public by hawkers blocking the pavements by turning them 
into a bazaar, especially in the Clive Street area? 

(b) Am bk* police not empowered to prevent such obstruction? 

(c) If police have no powers to stop the nuisance complained of, 
are Government contemplating taking any action in this matter? 


Thi Hoit’bls Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) and ( b ) Police are 
empowered to take action in cases of obstruction and arrests are made 
daily of hawkers and others who obstruct Clive Street and its vicinity, 
between 1st and 18th March 302 hawkers were arrested in this 
neighbourhood. 

(*) Does not arise. 
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NuisanoM hi Gakwtta mthhw. 

m Mr. C. C. COOPER: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Police Department aware of the danger to the health of Calcutta 
created by the maidan being turned into a public urinal and W.C.? 

(6) Have the police no authority to forbid the use of the lungs of 
Calcutta for such dangerous practices? 

(c) If so, are Government contemplating taking any action to prevent 
this nuisance? 

Thi Hofl’ble R|r. W. D. R. PRENTICE* (n) Government have no 
reason to believe that the maidan is improperly used to the extent 
suggested by the question. 

(b) The police have powers to deal with cases of nuisance and they 
use them. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Unstirred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Problem of unemployment. 

110. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the Jfon’blc Minuter in charge of the Agriculture and Industries 
Department be pleased to lay on (lie table a statement showing — 

(/) what is the present number of unemployed among young men 
who have left the r diversity either as graduates or under- 
graduates ; 

in) what are their present occupations; 

(ttt) what efforts have the Government made to solve the problem 
of unemployment among them during the year ending 31st 
December, 19*11, and with what success; and 

(in) whether the Government keeps any record of the number of 
those unemployed? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) is iu the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minuter be pleased to state whether the Government has in contemplation 
the preparation of an annual census of the unemployed among all 
classes in Bengal? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the commission of crimes 
against property by young men especially of the bhadralok class is 
largely due to unemployment among them? 

(d) How does the Government propose to tackle the problem? 
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Th# Hon’ble Nawtb K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan BahaAir: (a) (i) 

and (it) Government have no information on the subject. 

(iii) The question of unemployment amongst the educated middle 
classes and Anglo-Indians was investigated by a committee appointed 
in 1922 in pursuance of a resolution carried in Council. A copy of the 
committee’s report together with a statement showing the action taken 
thereon is lai^l on the library table. It will be seen that it was not 
found feasible to initiate any practical measures for tackling the 
unemployment problem. The local Industries Department is concerned 
only with unemployment in industrial occupations and it affords 
facilities for an industrial career for young men by providing for training 
in technical and industrial subjects. For the activities of the depart- 
ment in that direction, the member is referred to the annual 
administration report of the department for the year 1930-31 and 
Government resolution thereon copies of which are laid on the library 
table. 

(tv) No. 

(b) No. Government do not consider the preparation of an annual 
census of unemployed to be a practical proposition. It may be men- 
tioned in this connection that the recommendation of the committee 
referred to in reply to (a) (iii) for the establishment of unemployment 
bureau attached to the Calcutta and Dacca Universities was negatived 
by the Universities. 

(c) Government recognise that unemployment due to economic stress 
is one of the causes which has contributed to the commission of crimes 
against property. 

(</) Although Government do not think that with the limited 
resources at their disposal they can do much to mitigate the effects of 
unemployment, they are prepared to consider any scheme which will 
help to solve unemployment and consequent economic distress among the 
middle classes and with this end in view an informal meeting of officials 
and non-officials was recently held and the committee’s conclusions are 
now under consideration. 

Rai KEiHAB CHANDRA BANERJI Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state the number of students belonging to the 
bhadralok class now reading in the different agricultural sohools in 
Bengal ? 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, AGRICULTURE and INDUS* 
TRIES DEPARTMENT (Mr. L. R. Fawcus): I want notice. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether such practical measures 
have been taken in other countries than Calcutta? 

Mr. L. R. FAWCUS: I want notice. 
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fMt for audit work of tho Bangiya Till Jati Co-operative Bank, 

Limited. 


Ilf. Mr. BAR AT KUMAR ROY; «>) Is the Uon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture end Industries Department aware that though 
the Bangiya Tili Jati Co-operative Bank, Limited, Calcutta, paid the 
audit fees on the 31st. March, 1931, the audit work was not made till the 
30th September, 1931, and the report was not received before the 27th 
January, 1932 P 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for the unusual delay both in 
audit and in the submission of the report P 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: (a) The 

audit for which the fees were paid on 31st March, 1931, was completed 
on 9th July, 1930, and the audit note sent to the society on 12th August, 
1930. 

(b) As regards the delay in the receipt of the note on the audit of the 
society during 1931-32, referred to by the member, the audit was 
completed on 30th September, 1931, and the balance sheet drawn up by 
the auditor was made over to the Secretary of the society in the beginning 
of October, 1931, for the signature of three Directors of the society 
thereon as required. This was received back from the society in 
December, 1931, after the Secretary of the society had been reminded. 
The audit orders with the audit note were seut out to the society on 27th 
January, 1932. 


Ranaghat People’s Bank. 

112. Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: (a) Is the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware that a bye- 
law of the Ranaghat People’s Bank, laying down that no debtor should 
be a Director of the bank, has recently been cancelled with the approval 
of the present Registrar and that the Secretary just elected is a debtor 
of the bank through his relatives, if not on his own account P 

(b) Is it a fact that the same person continued as the Chairman of 
the bank these several years and that there is a decree pending execution 
against him P 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. 0. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: (a) The 

bye-law of the Ranaghat People’s Bank laying down that no debtor 
should be a Director of the bank was partially amended in June, 1930, 
so as to allow three of the Directors being elected from among the debtor 
members who would, however, be not eligible to be elected Chairman, 
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Secretary, Joint Secretary or Treasurer; the amendment further provides 
that no Director shall get any loan during his term of office, and that 
if any Director defaults during his term of office without sufficient 
grounds in the opinion of the other Directors, he shall be liable to 
removal. The present Secretary is not a debtor to the bank though some 
of his relatives are, but this has never been any bar to election as 
Secretary. t 

(6) Babu Bonomaliy Banerjee was for the first time elected to the 
Board of Directors and also as Chairman on the 12th of April, 1931 . 
He lias been re-elected as Chairman on 7th February, 1932. He is not 
indebted on his own account to the Ranaghat People’s Bank. Before 
his election as Chairman, however, he stood surety for the loans taken 
by two members of the bank against whom the bank has since obtained 
decrees which are now under execution. 


Cat# of the SooroUry of State for India vs. the Hindustan Co-operative 
Insurance Society. 

113. Maulvi ABUL KASEM: (a) Has the attention of the Ilon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department been drawn to the 
judgment of the Hon’ble the Chief Justice in the case of the Secretary of 
State for India vertu* the Hindustan Co-operative Insurance Society 
reported in 36, Calcutta Weekly Notes, pages 40 et seq , in which the 
following passages occur : — 

“We are of opinion that on the merits there is a great deal to be 
said on behalf of the Secretary of State and that it does appear that the 
learned Judge fell into an error in arriving at the figure Rs. 94,330 on 
the assumption made by them and that the Secretary of State had a 
real grievance/’ 

“But the Secretary ot State now says that as he had been advised to 
file an appeal to His Majesty in Council, he did not apply for review 
of judgment at that time. This is a position so extraordinary and so 
strange that we feel some difficulty in believing that the Secretary of 
&tate could have been so advised by any responsible lawyer.” 

“Under these circumstances, much as we regTet the conclusion, it is 
impossible for us to afford any relief to the Secretary of State and we 
Are of opinion that this Rule must be discharged. There will be no 
order for costs.” 

( b ) Is it a fact — 

(0 that the tax-paver has thereby suffered a loss of Rs. 56,710 and 
(ti) that a sum of Rs. 15.000 has been thrown away by preferring 
an incompetent appeal to the Privy Council and thereafter 
by an infructuous application for review in the High Court? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the name of the 
gentleman whose advice has caused so much loss to the tax-payer? 

(d) What action, if any, has the Government taken or does it propose 
io take against this legal adviser? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon We 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) Yes. 

(h) ( i ) The loss suffered was roughly as stated. 

(it) Five-sixths of the taxed costs of the Privy Council appeals were 
paid by Government. There were no costs in the revised application. 

(c) and (d) Government are not prepared to make any statement on 
these two points but must not be taken a» accepting the implication* 
underlying the question. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state the reason for not giving out tin* name of the lawyer for whoso 
inefficiency the tax-payer has lost such a large sum? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Government do not give 
Mich information. 


Construction of an escape at Harisinghpur on the Selye and the 
sluice at Copigunge. 

114. Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: <„) With reference to the 
reply given to unstarred quest ion No. 5»l on the Nth August, will 

the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased 
to state whether an escape at Harisinghpur on the Selye and the sluice 
at Gopigunge have been constructed? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, when are the sluice and 
the escape likely to be constructed? 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdaikerim Chumavi): (a) No. 

(b) It is not possible to say when they are likely to he constructed? 
It cannot be done until the financial position improves. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Uon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if it is not a fact that in the ah Hence of the sluices, the 
construction already made will be in great danger? 

The Hon’ble Alhad} Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I want 

notice. 
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Directors of (Hfforont co-operative banks of the Chittagong ch visum. 


115. Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware 
that permission for re-election is being granted to the Directors of 
different co-operative banks of the Chittagong division alter expiration 
of their three years’ continuous election as Directors? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many such 
permissions have been granted stating the number of years in case of 
each Director? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplates restricting such granting of permission in 
future? 

The Hon’bls Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(b) The information is not readily available and the collection of 
it would involve an excessive clerical labour which the Government are 
not prepared to undertake. 

(r) This is a discretion vested in the Registrar by a statutory rule and 
Government do not propose to interefere. 


Chittagong Central Bank. 

116. Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur: (, i ; Is the Ilon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 
aware — 

(i) that no paid Manager or Secretary has been appointed in the 
Chittagong Central Bank ; and 

(tt) that the Registrar of the Co-operative Department desired that 
such paid Manager or Secretary should be appointed by the 
Chittagong Central Bank? 

(b) Is the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to see that such paid Manager or Secretary is appointed without delay 
in the Chittagong Central Bank? 

Tht Hon’bla Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: (a) « 

Yes. 

(u) A suggestion to this effect was made by the departmental officers. 
(&) It is for the Central Bank to give effect to this suggestion and 
Government cannot interfere in the matter. 



QUESTIONS. 

Proposal of an outpost at Baniaguri (ManikganJ)' 


m 


117. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of dacoities committed in the subdivision of 
Manikganj in the Dacca district during the lyt six months; 
and 

(it) in how many of those cases the culprits have been detected? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of a feeling of insecurity prevailing 
amongst the people of the subdivision? 

(c) What steps are being taken to prevent the recurrence of such 
crimes? 

(d) Is the Government considering the desirability of re-establishing 
a police section (outpost) at Baniaguri temporarily in place of one at 
Gaugdubi in that subdivision, which was abolished lately? 

(e) Is the Ifon’ble Member aware that free quarters are available at 
Baniaguri? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: U) in Twenty in the six 

months ending 29th February. 

(ti) 4:3 cases are still under investigation. 

( b ) No. 

(c) Steps are being taken to introduce patrol posts in the area and to 
Institute cases under section 110, Criminal Procedure Code, against the 
known bad characters. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Agfr’limit for retiromont. 

IIS. Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether there 
is any age-limit for the compulsory retirement of ministerial officers? 

(A) If the answer to (a) is in affirmative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether it is enforced in all cases? 

(c) If there is no such age-limit, is the Government considering the 
desirability of fixing such a limit? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hoft'fclo 
Mr. A. Marr): (a) Yes, 60 years. 

(b) Exceptions to the rule are rare and only allowed in very special 
circumstances under the orders of Government. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Baku AMULYAOHAN RAY I Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state what are the special circumstances referred to in answer (6)P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR. Each case must be judged on its 
merits. 

Baku AMuLyaDHAN RAY : Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state how many special cases of this nature have taken place in 
Bengal? 

(No reply.) 


Reference to the impending retirement of the Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr, 

C.I.E. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT. Gentlemen of the Council, the last day of a 
session of the Council is hound to have a melancholy touch about it. 
No doubt we part to meet again, but all partings are sad. Work is 
such a cement that it binds together the co-workers so close and tight 
that separation, whether temporary or otherwise, cannot but cause pain 
and remorse. This day is all the more sad because we have to sav 
good-bye, perhaps for good, to the retiring Leader of the House. When 
the Council will meet again, we shall miss very much the familiar figure 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Marr who has so long made our environment so 
cheery. His gentle personality, tactfulness and all-pervading friendli- 
ness have made a deep and abiding impression upon us. I have known 
him intimately for a good many years and although it might have been 
my experience as a public man, as it might have been yours, that he is 
as close-fisted as any Finance Member, 1 can say without any fear of 
contradiction that to know him is to love him; for nobody knows better 
than him bow to take away the sting of a refusal. I am sure I voice the 
sentiment of this Council when I say that we consider him to be an ideal 
Leader of the House. In vour name and on your behalf and on my own 
behalf also I wish him God-speed, health, happiness and prosperity in 
his home land or in any place where he may be called by duty to fulfil 
his destiny. If he has laboured hard, and, what is more important, 
laboured honestly, the reward prescribed in the economy of Providence 
for honest labour will be his. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I must thank you very much 
indeed for the kind remarks you have made about me and I am very 
thankful to. the hon’ble members of this House for the way in which 
they have received your remarks. When I look round thiB House, 
I feel that I asr the bndda and that you are all my chokras, I put 
forward the claim that I am the only member here who has been in this 
Council from the pre-reform days. I find, however, that I cannot 
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•ubetantiate this claim as we still have Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, my 
friend here Sir Abdelkerim Ghuinavi, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 
Mr. Abul Kasem, and lastly Sir Lancelot Travers: they were all 
members of the pre-reform Council. I mention Sir Lancelot Travers 
last, because he lias put forward a very unjust claim to be the oldest 
member of this Council. I claim to be the longest continuous member 
in this House, and merely because I was sent up for t^ree months in 
1925 to the Legislative Assembly, Sir Lancelot Travers claims to 
supersede me. Well, Sir, as I say, I have been a member of this House 
since 1919 and I have watched with great interest the growth of a 
parliamentary spirit in this House and I can say most confidently that 
more and more as we have pone on. this House has realised its respon- 
sibility, its dignity, its duty of respecting the Chair and its ideal in 
conducting its proceedings in a proper way, and I do hope that that 
spirit will continue right throuph. I again thank you, Sir, for your 
kind remarks and all the members of this House for the way in which 
they have received them. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

[The discussion on the Benpal Rhinoceros Preservation Bill, 1932, 
^h®^ '''Sliced.] 


Clauses 1 and 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 1 and 2 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and apreed to. 

Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Matllvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH moved that in clause 3 (/), line 5, 
for the words “one thousand*’ the words “two hundred” be substituted. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“Sir, where two alternative punishments, such as a fine or imprison- 
ment, are provided, it should be the chief duty of the member* of the 
Council to see that there is no disproportion between them. Nowhere 
in the .existing Criminal Procedure Code do we find mention of any 
offence which carries a punishment of one month’* imprisonment or a 
fine of one thousand rupee* in default thereof. Very often a fine of 
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Rs, 50 or Rs. 100 only is inflicted in lieu of imprisonment for one month. 
In these circumstances, I propose that in the fifth line of section 3 (/) 
of the Bengal Rhinoceros Preservation Bill the words “one thousand” 
should be replaced by “two hundred.” 

I hope the amendment will be accepted by the House.” 
t 

The Hon’ble AlhadJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, I do 
not think I can add very much to what I said yesterday. The reason 
for providing a heavy fine is that the punishment should be deterrent 
one. I oppose this motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah was then put and lost. 
The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY to move that in clause 3 

(1) in line 5 for the words “one thousand” the words “one hundred” 
be substituted. 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY to move that in clause 3 

(2) , line 4, for the words “six months” the words “three months” be 
substituted. 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY and Mau&“ 

HAMID 8HAH to move that in clause 3 (2), line 5, for the words 
“two thousand” the words “five hundred” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 4 . 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause •). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 5 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY to move that in clauae 5, 
line 3, for the words “three days” the words “one week” be substituted. 
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Hr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 5 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The question is that clause 6 stdbd part of the 
Bill. 

The following motions were called hut not moved: — 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH to move that in clause 6, line 3, for 
the words “five hundred” the words “two hundred” be substituted. 

Maulvi SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY to move that in clause 6, 

line 3, for the words “five hundred” the words “one hundred” he 
substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause (i stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 7 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 7 stand part of the 
Bill. " 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The preamble 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the Preamble stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Tha Hon’blc Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, I beg 
to move that the Bengal Rhinoceros Preservation Bill, 1932, as settled 
in Council, be passed. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: On a point of order, Sir. Is it desirable 
that an important measure like the Rhinoceros Bill should be passed 
on All-Fools’ day? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order. 

The motion that the Bengal Rhinoceros Preservation Bill, 1932, as 
settled in Council, he passed was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House has given a reply to Maulvi Abul 
Kasem’s question. ( Laughter. ) 
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Tim Bengal MinmoHmI Bill, 19M. 

The Hon’blt Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
introduce a Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to 
municipalities in Bengal. 

[The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.] 

The Hoffble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I beg also to 

move that the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of— 

Mr. S. M. Bose, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzaman Chaudhuri, 

Rai Keshab Chandra Banerji Bahadur, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, 

Rai Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur, 

Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai, 

Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, 

Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Mom in, 

Mr. J. E. Ordish, 

Mr. C. W. Gurner, 

Mr. Girish Chandra Sen ; and 
the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

The Bengal Municipal Act of 1884 is one of the earliest statutes 
which conferred the right of self-government on local bodies. This was 
in a manner the first experiment in this direction. Municipalities with 
a majority of elected members with powers of taxation and improve- 
ment of citric amenities under the check and control of the Local 
Government in cases of abuse of power came into existence under this 
Act, The franchise was based on payment of rates or taxes besides 
educational qualifications. The total number of people enfranchised on 
this basis excluding Darjeeling is 387,562 in 172 municipalities 
governed by the Bengal Municipal Act. The total population living in 
these municipalities is 2,314,851, the percentage of people enfranchised 
being 17*74. With the development of trade and industry, these urban 
areas have greatly improved during the last 20 years and are now faced 
with all the problems of growing towns and their difficulties of civic 
administration. It is true that the provisions of the existing Act are 
yet quite adequate to meet the needs of small municipalities with very 
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Bttkited resources and of municipalities not showing much signs of 
Envelopment and expansion. But there are quite a large number of 
than whose population, education, wealth, importance as centres of 
ootttmerce and industry, justify greater popular control over civic 
administration and undertaking of useful projects of improvement, 
conducive to the health and comfort of the eitiaens. Many problems 
and factors like the presence of a large labour population, housing, 
adequate supply of drinking water, proper lighting of pApulous towns, 
supply of pure food and building of houses with due regard to hygienic 
rules, construction of streets to accommodate a growing traffic, are 
problems not adequately provided for in an Act passed half a century 
before. To meet some of these difficulties, amendments of certain 
sections of the Act were undertaken in 1886, 1894 aud again in 1896. 
But Government have felt the need of a comprehensive amendment of 
this Act ever since 1905 and they desired to re-enact the measure as a 
whole on more modern lines. But nothing materialised till 1925, when 
a Bill drafted during the ministry of the late Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea was introduced in the Council by the late Maharaja Bahadur 
of Nadia, then in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
in the absence of a Minister. But unfortunately the introduction being 
opposed, the Bill w T as thrown out. Last year it wa* my privilege to 
appoint an expert committee to examine this Bill and to suggest changes 
in the light of the experience since gained. The committee met at 
Darjeeling in October last uml worked strenuously for several days. 
The present Bill is based on their recommendations. Some important 
changes were recommended which included amongst others — 

(1) tho.se about franchise qualifications; 

(2) provision for the representation of minorities, where necessary; 

(3) representation of labour; 

(4) some changes with regard to the provisions of assessment; 

and 

(5) control of municipalities by the Local Government. 

Majority of these recommendations have been incorporated in the Bill. 
The objects and reasons explain in detail the provisions and 1 do not 
propose to deal with them at this stage. But I shall only touch some 
of salient features of the Bill and principal improvements contem- 
plated. 

3-45 p.m. 

A * regards constitution, the schedules in the present Act providing 
for the appointment by Government of all the commissioners and the 
ebairngn are abolished and the proportion of elected commissioners is 
increased to three-fourths instead of two-thirds, as at present, in case 
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o | average municipalities, while in certain advanced municipalises 
mentioned in the schedule of the Bill, the elected proportion is raised to 
four-fifths. In view of the administrative difficulties, which will 
frequently arise in the formation of a new municipality, Government 
retain power in such cases to nominate all the commissioners for a 
period not exceeding one year. 

To safeguard the rights of minorities under this wide extension of 
the elective system, Government take power to alter the number of 
commissioners to provide specially by rule for the representation of 
minorities, and in the case of industrial areas to increase the number of 
nominated commissioners or to provide for the proper representation of 
the industry or labour and of other inhabitants not directly connected 
with the industry by special electoral constituencies in each case. 

The franchise has been greatly widened ; payment of any sum in 
respect of municipal rates will qualify for a vote. The Local Govern- 
ment have power to fix and modify the minimum amount of other fees 
and taxes, the payment of which will also qualify for a vote. 

Members of joint families who hold in severalty property on which 
they pay rates or taxes in their own names will enjoy a personal vote in 
addition to the vote which they share jointly with other members of the 
family and exercise through a selected representative. 

Provision has been made against the commission of corrupt practices 
or the using of undue influence, and a special procedure is prescribed 
for the prompt disposal of election disputes. 

Provision has been made for the election of more than one vice- 
chairman and the appointment of a whole-time Executive Officer for 
larger municipalities. 

Statutory recognition is given to the formation of standing com- 
mittees. With an extension of the committee system on these lines, 
it has been considered unnecessary to retain any provision for ward 
committees which moreover have not hitherto been formed in many 
municipalities. 

The next point is control by Government. By increasing the elective 
element in municipal boards, Government have abandoned its old 
system of “internal control.” The popular voice is thereby given 
greater freedom in the direction of policy and the details of administra- 
tion. At the same time, a very large extension of powers over the 
property and personal rights of the ratepayers is given to the popular 
representatives. The function of the State is to secure the proper 
exercise of discretion by the commissioners without undue interference 
with the principle of local autonomy, and this can only be effected by 
vesting Government with adequate powers of “external control.” 
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* The present Act provides, in the event of specific default on the 
of the commissioners, for Government appointing the magistrate 
to perform at the cost of the municipal fund that duty in which default 
has been made. 

Where there is persistent default, Government may under the present 
Act take the extreme step of superseding the commissioners. 

These powers are retained in the Bill. Experience has, however, 
shown that it is rather in respect of the management %i a particular 
department than of general administration that the intervention of 
Government is required and power is, therefore, taken to place such a 
department temporarily under Government control instead of having 
resort to the drastic measure of supersession. 

It has again been found that serious defects from time to time occur 
in the management and maintenance of the three primary services of 
an urban community, vt z. t drainage or sewerage works, lighting and 
waterworks. At present Government can only intervene w r ith the 
buldgeon of supersession, and it has been considered desirable to take 
powers to bring important works of this kind under Government control, 
when the commissioners — after the fullest inquiry — have been adjudged 
negligent or inefficient in this part of their duties. 

Again the Bill provides a new and alternative method of interven- 
tion, by empowering the I vocal Government where default, mismanage- 
ment or abuse of power is proved, to dissolve the municipal board 
instead of superseding or suspending its constitution. 

The electors are thereby given the opportunity of pronouncing 
judgment on the outgoing commissioners; if their verdict is unfavour- 
able, a new board will come into power to rectify the errors of its 
predecessors; if, on the other hand, the electors desire to dissociate 
themselves from the action of Government, they may by re-election pass 
a vote of eonfidenee in the board, whieh has been dissolved. 

Important changes have been introduced with regard to municipal 
finance and taxation by the proposal to abolish the existing tax on 
person. That tax is difficult to assess, and gives rise to widespread 
complaints of unfair incidence. The rate on holdings is u far more 
scientific and satisfactory form of taxation, and it is desirable that it 
should be adopted throughout. 

A further important innovation is the proposal to create a panel of 
municipal assessors. Re-assessment is undoubtedly at present a weak 
point in some municipalities, and in providing for the creation of a 
body of independent and impartial assessors, Government are merely 
adopting a system which has always been in force in the democratic 
municipalities in Great Britain. 

With the object again of securing an equitable and satisfactory 
aasessnient, it is proposed to place appeals against the assessment before 



m GOVERNMENT BILLS. [1st Ana., 

• 

41 committee consisting of the chairman, a municipal commissioner 
appointed by his colleagues and a person nominated by the Local 
Government. 

The commissioners are proposed to be invested with wide powers for 
improvement in conservancy, drainage, water-supply, lighting, and 
improvement of streets, buildings and bustees. 

Adequate provisions have been made to restrain the spread of 
infection, for opening of municipal markets, slaughter houses and for 
taking steps for the supply of wholesome food, drugs and milk. 
Registration of births and deaths have also been provided for. 

The constitution of an Education Committee is made statutory. It 
-could be appointed as one of the standing committees, but the subject is 
of sufficient importance to demand prominence in a comprehensive 
statute of this kind. 

Where no education cess is levied under Act IV of 1919, the Local 
Government is empowered by general or special order to prescribe a 
percentage of the municipal income (exclusive, however, of the three 
•chief special rates) to be applied to the promotion of primary education 
in any municipality. 

This Bill deals with no phase of municipal activity which is not 
already a commonplace of municipal administration in England, and, 
where any chapter is at present beyond the scope of a particular town, 
it still, though it may remain for some years a dead letter, possesses 
educative value and marks a goal, at which the body corporate, at a 
later stage, may easily aspire. 

This Bill, if passed into law, will introduce important and salutary 
changes in the municipal administration of this province, will demo- 
cratise the constitution and will he the first experiment in extended 
franchise. It will plape powers of additional taxation in the hands of 
the representatives of the ratepayers to enable them to undertake 
schemes of town improvement and schemes conducive to the health and 
happiness of the people. It proper use i» made of this measure, with 
imagination, foresight and tact, it may be reasonably hoped that in 25 
years’ time our mufassal towns instead of being conglomerations of 
unhealthy houses built, with utter disregard of hygienic rules, served 
with dusty narrow roads and instead of being the dumping grounds 
of all nuisances as they are at present, will be transformed into beautiful 
urban areas with well-planned houses, broad, clean and well-lighted 
itreets, with abundant supply of filtered water and nice open spaces, 
where healthy children will play and develop as able and useful 
citisens. t crave the co-operation of the hon’ble members belonging to 
all sections of the House and of representatives of all claaaee and com- 
munities in piloting this Bill through the Select Commitee and 
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Ultimately in placing it on the statute book in the internet of thh present 
find future generations of our countrymen, as well as of those interested 
in the welfare of Bengal. ^ * 


Mattlti ABUL KASEM: Sir, I rise to congratulate the Hon’ble 
Minister on the introduction of this Bill. It is needless for me to say 
that an amendment of the Bengal Municipal Act has betm long overdue. 
As has been stated, the Bengal Municipal Act was passed during the 
vicerovalty of I<ord Lytton, and for all these years no change has been 
made, and although Government have from time to time taken measures 
to build up the fifth and sixth stories, they have left the groundfioor 
unattended so long. It is a matter, however, of colossal pride to me 
that, although Ministers have romp and Ministers have gone, it was 
reserved for a Minister coming from my part of the country to tackle 
this question of a very important character. Sir, this Bill has also a 
particular charm for me. As it was stated, this Bill was first drafted 
and got ready by my revered leader, the late Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea. As soon as he became a Member of the Government, it was 
his fond hope, ambition and desire to see the Municipal Acts remodelled 
and, I mean to say, improved. I am glad to say t hut lie was able to 
see the municipality of the city of Calcutta improved; hut although the 
Bengal Municipal Act and the Local Self-Got eminent Act were drafted 
and got ready, lie could not see them through, and it must he said to 
our eternal shame that in spite of his best efforts, he could not see them 
through. I am, however, very glud that this Bill has been brought 
forward and I share the hopes of the llon’hle Minister that the Bill 
will pass through the Select Committee and this House smoothly. 

The following motion was called but not moved:— 

Rai KAMINI KUMAR DAS Bahadur to move that after the name 
of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen, the following names he inserted, namely— 

Mr. J. N. Gupta, c.i.e., m.b.e., 

Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee, 

Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, 

Babu Hem Chandra Roy Choudhuri, 

Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarker, 

Maulvi Nural Absar Choudhury, 

Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, and 

RAi Ramin i Kumar Da# Baljadur, u.i.t. 


94 
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Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that after the 
name of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen, the following names be inserted, 
namely ; — 

Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, 

Babu Kishori Mohan Chandhuri, 

Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose, 

Maulvi Tamieuddin Khan, 

Babu Satyendra Nath Roy, and 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. 

I hope, Sir, that my amendment will be accepted. 

Rai Sahib SARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA: Sir, I wish to 
point out some defects which are in the Bill which has just been 
introduced. 

Firstly, in some of the existing imifansal municipalities, the system 
of personal tax prevails. If tax on property alone, as contemplated in 
the Bill, be imposed on these municipalities, their income would be 
considerably reduced, and it would be impossible for them to go on 
with the small income. As we know, some of the municipalities consist 
of a cluster of huts. The maximum monthly rent of a pucca house is 
about Rs. 25 and ordinarily there are clusters of thatched houses with 
mud walls and the monthly rent in their case varies from Rs. 0 to Rs. 10. 
So, I think, that a provision should be made in the Bill for the 
imposition of a personal tax in such municipalities. 

Secondly, the preparation of the voters’ list should not be left on 
the chairman alone. For purity of election it is desirable that the 
voters* list should he prepared by some independent authority uncon- 
nected with the municipality in consultation with the chairman. 

Thirdly, as in the case of Council election, deposits should be taken 
from the candidates for municipal election to prevent unnecessary 
crowding of candidates. 

Fourthly, provision should be made in the Bill for granting rebate 
to persons who would pay their dues at the municipal office within a 
fixed time, as this will reduce the cost of collection and ensure prompt 
realisation of the municipal tax. 

I beg to suggest that the Select Committee will take into considera- 
tion all these points when considering the Bill. 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


Ml 


mi 

The following motion w«» railed but not moved : — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD PAZLULLAH to move that alter the name 
of Mr. Oiriah Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, 

Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, 

Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarker, 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaszaw Ali Khan, 

Mr. If. 8. Suhrawardy, and 
Maulvi Muhammad Faalullah. 

Maulvi SYED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURIS I beg to move 
that after the name of Mr. Dinah Chandra Sen the following names be 
inserted, namely : — 

Haji Radi Ahmed Chowdhury, 

Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, 

Maulvi Muhammad Hussain, 

Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury, and 
Maulvi Nural Absar Choudhury. 

The following motion was railed but not moved: — 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY to move that after the name of 
Mr. Girish Chandra Sen, the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahrn&n, 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal, 

Babu Lalit Kumar Bal, 

Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarker. and 
Babu Amulyadhan Ray. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY moved that after the name 
of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, namely 

Rai Kamiui Kumar Das Bahadur, m.b.b. , 

Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan, 

Maulvi Syed Osman Haider Chaudhuri, 

Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, and 
Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman. 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 



m GOVERNMENT BILLS. [1st April, 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MUAZZAM ALI KHAN: I beg to move that 
after the name of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be 
inserted, namely: — 

Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, 

Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury, 

Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji, and 
Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali Khan. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH to move that after the 

name of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, 
namely : — 

Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, 

Maulvi Muhammad Saadatullah, 

Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury, and 
Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji. 

Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move that 
after the name of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be 
inserted, namely : — 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, 

Maulvi Hassan Ali, and 
Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. 

Babu HEM OHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: 1 beg to move that 
after the name of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be 
inserted, namely : — 

Rai Kamini Kumar Das Bahadur, m.h.k., and 
Bahu Hem Chandra Hoy Choudhuri. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think 1 may tell the House at this stage that 
in the House of Commons a Select Committee would ordinarily consist 
of only 15 members unless the House particularly wished to have a 
larger number. I say this only for the information of the House. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

BMni NACENDRA NARAYAN RAY to move that after the name 

of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be ineerted, namely; — 
Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan, 

Rai Sahib Panchanan Banna, and 

Babu Nagendra Narayan Ray. 



r, 

182.] GOVERNMENT BILL8. 8W 

Mr. R. MAITI: I beg to more that after the name of Mr. Girish 
Chandra Sen the following names be inerted, namely : — 

Babu Satish Chandra Rav Cbowdhury, 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, 

Babu Suk Lai Nag, and 
Mr. R. Maiti. 

R»i Sahib PANCHAN AN BARMA: I beg to move that after tho 
name of Mr. Girish Cliandra Sen the following names be inserted, 
namely : — 

Babu Nagendra Narayan Ray, 

Babu Amulyadhan Ray, and 
Rai Sahib Panrhanan Barma, m.b.e. 

In this connection 1 beg to .submit that on looking at the list given 
by the Hon’blc Minister, I find that no member of the backward claaa 
has been included on the committee. The number of the backward 
classes in towns is great, and they do not like to he represented by 
others. I suggest the addition of these names. If necessary, 1 am 
willing to withdraw in favour of the other two names. 

The following motions were called hut not moved : — 

Rli Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN to move that after the name of 
Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following nunies be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowd bury, 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal, and 
Rai Sahib Akshov Kumar Sen. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BAL to move that after the name of 
Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Rai Sahib Pancbanan Barma, m.ii.k., 

Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Barker, and 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move that after the name of 
Mr. (Krish Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Muawara Ali Khan, 

Mr: A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, and 
Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eutufji. 
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Mauhri MUHAMMAD H Of SAIN to move that after the name of 

Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, namely:— 

Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, 

Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan, and 

Maulvi Muhammad Hossain. 

% 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY to move that after the name of 

Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose, and 
Babu Satyendra Nath Roy. 


Bftbu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: I beg to move that after the name 
of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, 

Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, and 
Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhurv. 


Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that after the name of 
Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, and 
Maulvi Abdul Hakim. 


Mr. B. 0. CHATTERJEE: It is not possible for me to attend the 
sittings of the Select Committee; I have not the time. He has got my 
consent, but I dissent. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Then the name of Mr. B. C. Chatterjee will be 
omitted. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. P. BANERJI to move that after the name of Mr. Girish 
Chandra Seh the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Jitendralal Banner jee, and 
Mr. P. Banerji. 
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f . Maulvi ABUL KASIM: I beg to move that after the same of 
Mr* Giriah Chandra Sen the following name# be inserted, namely: — 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ha&sur Rahman Chaudhuri, and 
Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman. 


The following motions were called but not moved:-# 

Maulvi AZIZUR RAHMAN to move that after the name of 
Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, and 
Maulvi Amur Rahman. 

Maulvi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY to move that after the 
name of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, 
namely : — 

Maulvi Muhammad Hossain, and 
Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury. 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UF4I: I beg to move that 
after the name of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following names be 
inserted, namely: — 

Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Ralunan, and 
Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD BOLAIMAN to move that after the name 
of Mr. Girish Chandra Sen the following name be inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

BabU 4 ATI NORA NATH BABU : 1 beg to move that after the name 
of Mr. Giriah Chandra Sen the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandi, of Kasimbarar, 

Babu Profulla Kumar Guba, 

Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal, 

Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, 

Babu Jitendraial Banner jee, and 
Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, 
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Tht Hoit’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs I appeal to the 

members of this House to withdraw all these amendments. The 
difficulties at an unwieldy Select Committee are obvious. This Bill has 
542 clauses, and it is not possible to finish it if the Select Committee 
becomes too big. We have selected persons who have experience of 
the working of municipalities, and persons who w r ere on the advisory 
committee. Wt have also selected members from the different groups 
of the House. I am, however, prepared to accept the amendment 
moved by Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu if that will satisfy the House. 
Otherwise I shall oppose all the amendments. It is not my pleasure 
to oppose the amendments of hon’ble members, but I hope they will 
appreciate the difficulties of working with an unwieldy Select Committee. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTER4EE: May I suggest one person from each 
division? In that case none of the divisions will be unrepresented. 

Til# Hon’bli Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: If the House can 
come to some arrangement, and suggest four 01 five names, I have no 
objection. But there is no amendment in which all the divisions are 
represented. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid this should have been done outside 
the Chamber, and I cannot allow this within the Chamber. 

Reverend B. A. NAG: It is nearly time for us to adjourn for 
prayer. If we do that now, it may be possible for us to come to some 
compromise. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: The Hon’ble 
Minister himself can propose an amendment. 

the Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not for me 

to pick and choose. 

Mr. fRUIOENT: The Uon’hle Minister does not want to have 
a large committee; but if he wishes to compromise, I shall give hint 
an opportunity for discussing the matter during the adjournment, and 
the result may be communicated to me w hen wv reassemble. 

The Hen’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: By way of 

compromise 1 may suggest that I am prepared to accept the amendment 
of Mr, Jatindra Nath Basu. It is not possible for me to go beyond 
that. However, if Mr. Chatter jee can settle the matter during the 
adjournment, and move an agreed amendment, I shall have no objection. 

[At 4-15 p.m v 4he Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 4-30 p.m.] 
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Th* Hw’bU Mr. BIJOY PRASAD tINQH ROY: Sir, I am 
hOrhiting for an agreed list. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Is the list ready ? I do not think I can give 
you more time. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think, Sir, 
Mr. Basu in consultation with Mr. Chatterjee is going to move 
something. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Basil's motion is already before the House. 
Is he going to nlove a new motion or amend the one already before us? 


Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: It has been pointed out that the 
members whose names I have proposed are not representatives of the 
divisions. So I propose Babu Khettor Mohan Bay who comes from the 
Chittagong division and Khan Sahib Maulvi Muuzznm Ali Khan in place 
of Maharaja Sris Chandra Nullify and Babu I’rofulln Kumar (John. 

The motion that after the name of Mr. Uirish Chandra Sen, the 
following names he added, viz.. Balm Khetter Mohan Bay, Khan Sahib 
Maulvi Muazzam Ali Khan, Maulvi Abul Kasem, Mr. Karat Chundra 
Bal, Mr. W. C. IN ords worth, Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee and Mr. 
A. F. M. Ahdur-Bahman, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES. 


•tl, Mr. tent Chandra. 

lanarji, Rai Bahadur Ktahab Chandra. 

Bannariaa, Bahu JiUnd ratal. 

Baau, Bahu datindra Nath. 

Baau, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Baaa, Mr. t. M. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ali* 

Oat, Rai Bahadur tatyandra Kumar. 
Buha, Bahu Rrafulla Kumar. 

Hakim, Maulvi Ahdui. 

HaRua, Kaii Cmdadul. 

Katam, Maulvi Abul. 


Chaudhuri, Balm Kiahari Mahan. 
Ch aud h ur i, Maulvi lyad Oaman Haidar. 
Oh ih dh uf y, Maulvi Nurmi Abaar. 
Farraater, Mr. J. CampbUt, 

Phut, Mr. Amutya Ra t an . 


Khan, Khan tahih Maulvi Muauam Ali. 
Mukhapadbaya, Rai tahih Sarat Chandra. 
Ha«, Rtvarand B. A. 

Rahman, Mr. A. f. M. Abdur* 

Rai Mahaaal, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Khvtttr Mahan. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu talith Chandra. 
Raul, Babu Hatani. 

Ray, Mr. iailatwar Singh. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra. 

•inha, Raja Bahadur Bhugaadra Narayan, 
af Nathipur. 


NOE*. 

Cuba, Mr. R. N. 

Haiti, Mr. R. 

Nag, Bahu tub UU. 
Rahman, Maulvi Axiutr. 
Ray, Mr. Barat Kumar. 


The Ayes being 2*3 and the Noes 10, the motion was carried. 
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Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: On a point of order, 8ir. 
Han the consent of the members concerned been taken P 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I presume so. I am informed by the mover 
that he has taken their consent. 

c 

It has been mentioned to me that the amendment which has just 
been carried was the result of the compromise arrived at among all the 
members, but I do not know how far that is true. If my information 
is correct, I would like to put the original motion of the Hon’ble 
Minister together with that amendment as one motion.. If the House 
does not resist it, I shall take it that the House is not inclined to 
consider or support the other amendments, which in that case need not 
be moved to save the time of the Council. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAR ESWAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
My point is this. Supposing we reject this motion, then the result will 
be that the Bill cannot go to the Select Committee at all. We all like 
the Bill to go to the Select Committee, but there are certain members 
who would like to add more mimes to the Select Committee. If the 
motion you are going to put before the House is rejected, the result will 
be that there would be no Select Committee at all. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a point no doubt; but such a thing 
cannot happen if the compromise is a reality. However, as a dissenting 
voice has been raised, 1 shall take up all the outstanding amendments 
one by one. 


4-45 p.m. 

The following motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose was then put and 
lost : — 

“That after the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- Rahman, the following 
names be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 

Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose, 

Maulvi'Tamituddin Khan, 

Babu Satyendra Nath Roy, and 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta.* 1 
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: i The following motion of Maulvi Syed Osman Haider Chaudhuri 
W as then put. and lost : — 

“That after the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, the following 
names be inserted, namely: — 

Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 

Maulvi Muhammad Hoseain, 

Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury, and 
Maulvi Nural Absar Choudhury.” 

The following motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was then put 
and lost: — 

“That after the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-ltahman, the following 
names be inserted, namely: — 

Rai Kamini Kumar Das Bahadur, m.b.e., 

Maulvi Tamuuddin Khan, 

Maulvi Syed Osman Haider Chaudhuri, and 
Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury.” 

The following motion of Khan Sahib Maulvi Muawam Ali Khan was 
then put and lost: — 

“That after the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-ltahman, the following 
names be inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury, and 
Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji.” 

The following motion of Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hasheray was then 
put and lost: — 

“That after the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-ltahman, the following 
names be inserted, namely: — 

Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, 

Maulvi Hassan Ali, and 

Maulvi Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy.” 

The following motion of Bahu Hem Chandra Roy Choudhuri was, 
by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“That after the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-ltahman, the following 
names be inserted, namely : — 

Rai Kamini Kumar Das Bahadur, m.b.e., and 
Babu Hem Chandra Roy Choudhuri,” 
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The following motion of Mr. R. Maiti was then pot and lost: — 

“That after the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, the following 
names be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury, 

Dr. NareshcChandra Sen Gupta, 

Babu Suk Lai Nag, and 

Mr. R. Maiti.” 

The following motion of llai Sahib Panchanan Barma was put and 
lost: — 

“That after the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, the following 
names be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Nagendra Narayan Ray, 

Babu Amulyadhan Ray, and 

Rai Sahib Panrhanan Barma, m.b.f...” 

The following motion of Babu K better Mohan Ray was put and 
lost : — 

“That after the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, the following 
name be inserted, namely: — 

Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury.” 

The following motion of Maulvi Abdul Hakim was put and lost : — 

“That after the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, the following 
name be inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Abdul Hakim.” 

The following motion of Maulvi Abul Kasem was put and lost: — 

“That offer the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, the following 
name be inserted, namely: — 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hufijsur Rahman Chaudhuri.” 

The following motion of Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji was 
put and lost ; — 

“That alter the name of Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, the followiilg 
name be inserted, namely: — 

Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan Eusufji.” 
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: The following motion of the Hon’ble Mr, Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 
a* amended by the Council, was then put and agreed to : — 


“That the Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, Mr. 
S. M. Bose, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuw&aman Chaudhuri, Rai Kesheb 
Chandra Banerji Bahadur, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aii*ul Haque, Rai 
Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur, Munindra Del) Rji Mahasai, Mr. 
Narendra Kumar Basu, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin, 
Mr. J. E. Ordish, Mr. C. W. Gurner, Mr, Girish Chandra Sen, 
Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, Khan Sahib Maulvi MuaaE&m Ali Khan, 
Maulvi Abul Kasem, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal, Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, 
Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee and Mr. A. F. M. A bdur- Rahman, with 
instruction to submit their report as soon as possible and that the number 
of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall be five.” 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor to announce that the Bengal Legislative Council stauds 
prorogued. 
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UmM*g *f Dm portrait of Dm lata Hon’blt Maharaja KshaintiDi 
OtaMlra Ray Bahadur, of Nadia, in Dm Cotmoil Chwwber at Dm 
CauiMil Houta, on the 21st March, 1932, by Hi/ ExoaHonoy Dm 
N igbt Honourabla Sir Francis ttanlay Jackson, P.O., C.O.I.I., 
Governor of Bsngal. 


[At 2-30 p.m,, His Excellency the Governor entered the Council 
Chamber with the Hon’ble the President ami at the request of the Hon’ble 
the President took his seat on the Presidential Chair, the Hon’ble the 
President being seated on His Excellency’s right. 

There was a large attendance of members and the visitors’ galleries 
were crowded with ladies and gentlemen, representing different sections 
of the public.] 

Tbs Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Your Excellency, 
the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia died 
on the 22nd May, 1928. On the 3 1st of July a public meeting organised 
by the British Indian Association and convened by the Sheriff of 
Calcutta was held at the Town Hall to give expression to the deep sense 
of sorrow and of irreparable loss of the people of this Province. Your 
Excellency was pleased to take the Chair. The meeting appointed a 
committee to take steps to perpetuate the memory of the deceased. 
Funds were raised for the purpose and the committee decided that the 
memorial should take the form of a life-siee portrait in oil of the late 
Maharaja Bahadur and that it should he made over to the Bengal 
Legislative Council, of which body he was a member from the beginning 
of the Reformed Constitution up to his last day — first as an elected 
representative of the Nadia non-Muhammadan constituency from 1921 to 
1923 and then as a Member of the Bengal Executive Council from August, 
1924. He was appointed Leader of the House in 1927, and was respon- 
sible for the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill though it went 
through the Council after his death. Sir, it was in this House that the 
late Maharaja made mark as an acute man of affairs, a councillor of sound 
judgment and ability, as a noble servant of the State genuinely devoted 
to the cause of his country. By his genial temper, keen sense of humour 
and sympathetic treatment he won the love and admiration of many 
at a time when actions taken with the best of motives by a Member of 
Government were liable to be misunderstood and misinterpreted, whan 
the spirit of destruction reigned supreme and the whole political 
atmosphere of Bengal was surcharged with mutual distrust and hatred. 
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[„ this difficult situation the late Maharaja Bahadm «rtH MC«w fta 
friendship and respect of persons belonging to different political parties 
snd holding diverse politico! views ^irrespective of Asii Bihosslity > 
saste or creed withottt sacrificing his own political principle* or hesitating 
to act up to his conviction. It was a triumph of his personality over his 
environment*-* fact which made him a real link between the public of 
Bengal and the Government, between the officials end the nomcfficials. 
Jo the people ke proved to be a champion of their cause in the Cabinet 
and, I believe, to Government a trusted adviser. These traits of 
character endeared him to the public of Bengal and his untimely death 
was deeply and widely mourned by them. This portrait, Sir, is a token 
of their respect to his memory. On behalf of the committee it is my 
privilege to present it to the Bengal Legislative Council in the hope that 
it will be well preserved as a national memento of one so dear to Bengal. 
Sir, in time this hail will be the repository of many such mementoes of 
talented leaders and sagacious statesmen, who will mould the nation's 
life and make its history ; we hope that this portrait too will find a 
suitable place by the side of them and that the memory of the late 
Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Kay Bahadur will go down to posterity 
with that of his illustrious ancestor, Maharaja Krishna Chandra Ray of 
Nadia, the leader of Hindu society in Bengal in the 18 th century and 
patron of art and literature. His memory is evergreen with the people 
and is gratefully cherished for his munificence still enjoyed by a large 
section of our countrymen. 

This portrait has been painted bv Mr. Pulin Behari Coondoo, well- 
known for his many paintings in Calcutta and in the courts of several 
ruling chiefs. It is a matter of sincere satisfaction to the members of 
the memorial committee to be able to get the portrait completed in time 
to have the privilege of it being unveiled by Your Excellency before you 
leave Bengal. I respectfully request you, Sir, to unveil it. 

Hit EXOELLENCY the GOVERNOR: Mr. Singh Roy and gentle- 
men, I readily availed myself of your kind invitation to take part in 
to-day’s ceremony and I welcomed the opportunity which it afforded me, 
before leaving Bengal, to pay my tribute to one for whom I had a great 
regard as a colleague and a friend. 

I well remember the public meeting to which you, Mr. Singh Roy, 
have referred and I have not forgotten the remarkable demonstration of 
feeling on that occasion both ou the platform and throughout the Ball 
when prominent men of all castes, creeds and political thought joined i* 
<an expression of genuine sympathy and respect for one Whose «b*xpected 
death had come ** * severe shock to all who knew him. 

I can fully f endorse all that you have said in your^oqueajt tribute to 
.the Maharaja Bahadur's personal qualities. .age of .80 fie 
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•tjwweded lii* iHug^Wfatber, %aj# • Maharaja ~ Biiadur KshitijS 
- ChAidra Ray^aHteadu! anaamaataid highly i*sf>#eUd family The 
M»hemj« Wafa *m )fabtifi>*nt6ot hi* aao^ flumage. Hi* family 
been deria# whichp*riod many 

had M*fo* to their country. The record 

eLjtffeir patenting* of learning and their generosity to religion* men not 
merely df tW Hindu faith is well known and it a source of justifiable 

fride. * 

On the dentil of hi* father the Maharaja Bahadur at oaca prooeeded 
to fit himself to carry out tha reaponaibilitia* of hi* poaition and to train 
himself foi useful service to his people and to the State. He was elected 
the first neo-official Chairman of the District Board of Nadia in 1020 and 
in the setae year he entered the first Reformed Bengal Legislative 
X3oune4I. E©r four years he sat in the Council as an elected member 
Idr Na&h until he wu chosen to succetvi Mr. Bhupeadrt Nath Bull < 
M ft IfcttW of the Bengal Executive Council. As a member he soon 
jmwed hitataM possessed of qualities of judgment and political sagacity 
which led to his appointment as Leader of the House in 1927. As you 
hare. Sir, reminded us, at that time political feeling ran high and tki 
position of the Leader of the House required patience, tact, courage ' 
And political wisdom in the highest degree. V 

As a colleague one recognised in him a man of principle with the 
courage of hi* convictions and a capacity to champion them without fear. 
He woe in the best sense a patriotic Indian, an ardent devotee to hi* 
country's political advancement. I have no doubt that if the M&havaje 
were with us to-day he would rejoice at the prospect of the additional 
political responsibility which is foreshadowed and he would urge with all 
his might the hastening of the day by constructive support. Any one 
who hod the privilege of his friendship will never forget his genial and 
kindly disposition, his priceless sense of humour and the almost boyish 
delight with which he entertained his friends. 


The Ma haraja Bahadur died on the 22nd of May, 1928. It was a 
matter of much regret that he did not survive to receive the honour of 
the Knight Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire 
whiehHis Majesty the King Emperor had authorised, as was disclosed 
by %*$$°’*i a nno uncement in the Gazette, promulgated by His Majesty's 
Command 


picture which I am now to unveil is to be handed over to this 
%odi* for safe custody. I have not seen the picture, but l 
understand that "the Artist has achieved a very successful likeness. The 
picture teitireJ&jM ail who look upon it of one who during hj# mmh 
too limited peswNwrved Bengal well and whose career held out much 

65 



it appendix 

promise for the future. The privilege of having due’s memory 
perpetuated by a portrait within the precincts of a. Parliament House will, 

I do not doubt, be jealously guarded and though it should be the aim of 
all to aspire to the honour, it can only be few* the few to attain to it. 

I feel, however, that in the case of the late Maharaja Bahadur no one 
will question his right to such a distinction. I now unveil the picture 
of Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra Ray, a noble son of ‘Bengal 
and a fine Indian gentleman. 

The Hon’ble Raja 8ir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHAUDHURI, 
Of Santosh: Your Excellency and gentlemen, an English writer and 
thinker of great eminence has very rightly observed that the most 
pleasing exercise of the heart is gratitude, and it gives me great pleasure 
to offer to you, Sir, on behalf of the members of the Mahaiuja of Nadia 
Memorial Committee, our respectful and heartfelt thanks for the kind 
and generous manner in which you, Sir, have responded to our invitation 
to come here to unveil the portrait of the late lamented Maharaja 
Bahadur. It is no exaggeration, Sir, when I say that you have already 
given many convincing and, I should add, undying proof of your sin- 
cerity and constancy which have made a profound impression on the im- 
pressionable minds of our people. To-day, you have made those impres- 
sions deeper and certainly ineradicable by giving another tangible and 
unmistakable proof of those noble traits of your character; by showing 
that you do not forget those who were drawn near to you through works 
or close association even when they were not in the land of living. I 
can assure you, Sir, if such an assurance is at all needed, that such 
nobility of your soul and genuineness will not he forgotten in Bengal and 
will keep your name alive even when you have ceased to be our Governor. 

With your permission, Sir, 1 would now like to touch very briefly 
upon to-day’s ceremony. I deem it a melancholy privilege to take part 
in the proceedings of this memorial meeting. I call it melancholy 
because it accentuates our grief for the loss of one whom we were not 
prepared to lose. It awakens within our minds the consciousness of the 
void which his death lias created in our midst, it intensifies and quickens 
our ceaseless desire to wage war against the inevitable, and rebel against 
fate, however inexorable, to get hack in our fold the lost one, so that 
we may once again live together, work together, ami spend our lives 
together in a common service. Sir, the portrait which you have unveiled 
to-day brings him to our mind in the vividness of reality, and seems to 
conquer the tyrauny of death although it leaves the prospect of «mr 
meeting him on this side of our journey’s end as remote asjnmr. The, 
wound which his death inflicted on us, tragic as it was for its suddenness 
and prematurity, has really ripped open the wound, to-day. We feel 
afresh, as we did when the blow first came upon us, that bis death wai 
a pure accident, that he was ruthlessly torn away from us by the emel 



APPENDIX. ▼ 

hands of death with, the mission of his life unfulfilled, hie dreams 
unrealised and li i» , promising career unfinished and incomplete. His 
portrait will give us some solace and oomfort and enable us to bear his 
disappearance without losing our love and esteem for him, and the noble 
words, pregnant with meaning, which have fallen from your Excellency’s 
lips in appreciation of the value of the services which he rendered to the 
cause of his country and countrymen during his life time, will make it 
possible for us to realise with Emerson that though abyss open under 
abyss and opinion displace opinion, all are at last contained in tbe 
eternal cause. 

Gentlemen, 1 would now ask you all to carry tbe vote of thanks I 
have proposed to His Excellency the Governor, by warm and enthusiastic 
acclamation. [ Applause.] 

[His Excellency the Governor then left the Cbambar. The portrait 
was then reviewed by the ladies and gentlemen present.] 


a. o. i,ow. 
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Noaliad mahals of Chittagong, 90. 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Qhani 

Advisory Committee of Joint Steamer 
Companies at Iiakarganj. 336. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Kducution Act of 
1930, 225. 

Closing of Criminal Courts in Bakarganj 
for Junta prayer, 532. 

Commissions and Court guardianships 
given to Muhammadan pleaders in 
Bakarganj, 671. 

Correction of age of University students, 
680. 

Oint nta house* 

See — Betting. 

Civil Courts 

See -- M^monsmgh Civil Courts, 

Cfcril dt i obid l i H c t movement 

General policy and excesses with regard to 
present. 484. 

Persons arrested and convicted in connec- 
tion with, 18. 


Civil disobedience movement prisoners, dote> 
nin and State prisoners, 475. 

Civil !ults 

Payment of fees to pleaders in, 414. 

Clataieal language* 

See — 24-Parganaa. 

Clive 8treet, Calcutta 

Thoroughfares on, obstructed by hawkers, 
832. 

Collage of forottry 

Necessity of establishing, iri Bengal, 173. 

Commission* and Court guardianships 

See — Baka rgan j . 

Conservator*, Forest 

Necessity for abolishing duplication of, 
171. 

Coomar river 

See- Faridpur. 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. 

Adjournment motion regarding separation 
of Bengal legislative Council and De- 
partment, 560. 

Demands for Grants — 

6A — Excise — Superintendence — Pay of 
Officers, 132. 

25A — Jails — Central Jails, 453. 

26A — Presidency Police — Calcutta Po- 
lice, 517. 

Hawkers obstructing thoroughfares, 832. 
Nuisances in Calcutta maidan, 833. 

Co-o p e rat ive Banks 

See — Bangiya Tili Jati. 

See — Chittagong division. 

Os ipMPtivs Societies 

Audit fees from, 818. 
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Oauncil Dtpartmtnt 

See — Adjournment motion. 

See — Legislative Department. 

Oduncil Depart m« n t, Bengal 

See — Legislative Department, Bengal. 

Cox's Bazar 

See— Chittagong. 

Criminal Law Amendment Law* 

Persons arrested under, after their acquittal 
by Courts, 475. 

Crept 

See — Jute. 

Dacca 

Inadequate provision for improvement of 
rivers and other waterways in the dis- 
tricts of and Mymonsmgh, -JO. 
Megna-Mikir collision at, 743. 

Sale Supply Society of Xamyaiiganj, 33S. 
State Medical Fin ulty Examination Centre 
at, 27. 

Dacca University 

Stc — Faculty of Medicine. 

Dain, Mr. Q. R. 

Demands for Grants - 

22A — Staff ami Household of the (lover- 
nor — Band establishment, 280. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar 

Demands for Grants - 
MB and 8I> — Forest , 175. 

15 — Irrigation— Othar revenue expendi- 
ture financed from ordinary revpnuoH, 
235. 

3 1 A — Kdueat ion (Transferred ) — V n i ver- 
sify — Dacca University, 633, 634. 

33A — Chief Engineer — Public Health 
Department, 719. 

Forfest area and personal assistant* 
attached to Circle Officers of Bengal, 

464 , 466 . 


Dai, Rai Bahadur latytndra Kumar— ro«cW. 

Forest Engineering Service, 820. 

State Medical Faculty Examination Centre 
at Dacca, 27, 28. 

Steamer collision on the Burigonga at. 
Dacca. 743, 744. 

Use of mosquiAi nets by prisoners in Durn 
Dum SfHH'ial Jail, 102. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kaminl Kumar 

Ashkor Khan's taltw at Chittagong, 763. 

Chittagong Central Bank. 838. 

Directors of different co-operative Isuik* 
of Chittagong division, S38. 

Dai, 8rimati Bina 

Publication of the siiitcmcnt of. m news- 
paper, 36 

Dsad and dying rivsrs af Btngal 

See Bengal. 

See Hooghlv. 

Dsmands tor Brants 

5 - Land Revenue. 62. 107, 112. 

ft Excise, 122. 

7 Stamps, 169. 

8 -Forest, 8A Forest Capital outlay 
charged to rexonue and 62A -Forest- 
Capital outlay not charged to revenue, 
166. 

9 -Rcgist rat ion, 1 79. 

9A — Scheduled taxi's, 206. 

9 A -Scheduled taxes Expenditure certi- 
lied, 694. 

XIII. 15, 15(1), 16 and 55 Irrigation, 210, 
233. 

22- General Administration, 270, 289, 341. 

24 — Administration of Justice, 383, 406. 

25 — Jails ami Convict Set llementft, 429. 

26 — Police, 479, 642, 571. 

27— Ports and Pilotage, 57 H. 

30 — Scientific I>epartments, 684. 

31 — Education (Reserved), 588. 

31— Education (Transferred), 591, 609. 
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Da minis far Qranta— concld. 

32 — Medical, 657, 694. 

33 — Public Health, 712. 

34 — Agriculture, 734, 756. 

3 A— Industries, 780. 

37 — Miscellaneous Departments, 788. 

41 and 60 — Civil Works, 788. 

43 — Famine Relief, 790. 

46 — Buperannuation allowances and pen- 
sions, 45A — Commutation of pensions 
financed from ordinary revenue and 
60B— Commuted value of pensions not 
charged to revenue, 791. 

46 — Stationery and Printing, 791. 

47 — Miscellaneous, 793. 

Expenditure in England, 794. 

Loans and Advances, 794. 

Otmandt for Supplamvntary Grant* 

Loans and Advances, 49. 

45— Superannuation allowances and 
pensions, 45 A Commutation of pen- 
sions financed from ordinary revenues 
and GOB — Payment of commuted value 
of pensions, 47. 

DtprtSMd class** 

See — Private Secretary's Office. 

Dstsnus, 17. 

See — Civil disobedience. 

Dinajpur 

Rajagaon-Mon Gofa in the district of. 401. 

Dlractar tf Pabll* Instruction 

Primary education work in the office of, 93. 

See — Bengal. 



See — Farid pur, 
(See— Hooghly. 
(See — Quinine. 


OivMait 

Bill, Municipal, Bengal, 1932 — 

Addition of names to proposed Select 
Committee, carried, 857. 

Bill Primary Education (Amendment), 

Bengal, 1932 — 

Omission of the last proviso to section 
17 A, lost, 803. 

Bill, Rhinoceros Preservation, Bengal, 

1932— 

Reference to a Select Committee, lost, 
816. 

Demands for Grants — 

5 — Land revenuo (Rs. 5 cut motion), 
carried, 111. 

6A — Excise — Superintendence — Pay of 
officers (Re. 1 cut motion), lost. 138. 

9 A — Scheduled taxes (cut motion re- 
garding policy in licensing Carnivals 
in Calcutta, curried), 209. 

9B — Registration — l hstnet charges — 

Cost of transmission of landlord's fees 
(motion for refusal of, lost), 200. 

9B- -Registration — District charges — 
Cost of transmission of landlord's fees 
(motion for reduction to revise the 
rules of, lost.) 202, 

15— Irrigation— Other revenue expendi- 
ture financed from ordinary revenues 
(token cut motion, lost), 264. 

22D — Executive (Council (token cut 
motion to reduce the number of Exe- 
cutive Councillors, lost), 321. 

221) — Executive Council (token cut 
motion regarding transfer of Police 
Department portfolios to Ministers, 
lost). 364. 

25A— Jails — Central Jails (token cut 
motion, lost), 456. 

26A -Presidency Police (token cut 
motion, lost), 512. 

32C — Grants for Medical purposes (token 
cut motion, lost), 708. 

Dactars 

See — Epidemic Doctors. 

Daw Daw Jail 

Prisoners at, 538. 
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Drinking water 

Difficulty of the public in obtaining pure, 
while in Botanical and other public 
gardens, 771. 

Darn Dam Special Jail 

Arrangements for interviews in. 99. 
Interviews with prisoners in, 085. 

Use of mosquito nets by prisoners in, 102. 

Dott, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhin 

Demands for Grants — 

6A — Kxcise Sujierintcndonco, 140. 

6C— Excise Presidency estahlishment, 
143, 144, 147. 

24E —Presidency Magistrate's Courts — 
Juvenile Court ami Detent ion House, 
418. 

31A — Educatu n (Transferred) - Uni- 

versity - Dacca University , 034. 

320— -Grants for Medical purjHMten, 700. 
33A — Public Health Establishment, 725. 

35A Industries Industrial Develop, 
merit, 784 

Outbreak of Malaria m ••ertam vdluge« 
of Mynienslngb, 070 

Proposal of an outpost at Bantaguri 
(Mainkganj), 839 

East Indian Railway 

Level Crossing at Seramporr and Baidya- 
bati. 091. 

Etactracardiagrapliic sxaminatian at haart 

See — Medical College. 

Elephants 

See — Bills. 

Emargancy Fawart Ordinance 

See — Midnapore . 

Engineering Callage 

See — Bengal Engineering College. 


Epidemic darters, 075. 

Etiabliikmtnt 'MMttoM, «kt to tocMt, 32. 

Euiufjl, Nw Rikmin Khan 

Agricultural loans given in Tangail, 227, 
229. # 

Allowances to employees for work in Bengal 
legislative Council, 35, 

Bill. Municqial, Bengal, 1932, 855. 

Cholera in Tangail, 531. 

Demand for Grant - 
32A Medical establishment, 059. 
Distress m Tangail, 405, 400. 

Hill exodus, 078 

Khas muhai ttmiHs in Karidpur, 822. 

Khas inalial taliHildars in Karidpur, 821. 
Seeds for next harv«*st in 1'angail, 407. 
Separation of legislative lkqwrtmont from 
('ouned Department, 23, 25. 

Steamer communication to Tangail, 077. 
Stenographers hi Bengal Secretariat, 32. 
Tangail Myinerisingh Hoad 17, 1H. 

Excise and epium shapi 

Muslim candidates for, 37. 

Excist Department 

Lack or inadequacy or incoin latency of, 

128 . 

Excise licenses te women, 27. 

Executive Council, Members at 

Keducing the number of, 29H. 

ExHittivs Caunciliars 

Number of, 299, 300, 303, 308. 

Number and pay ol, 304. 

Expanditura 

Certified under 9A- Scheduled taxes, <!b4. 

Experimental Farms 

See — Farms. 
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Faculty of Medicine 

Creation of, in the University of Dacca, 

632. 

Farfdpur 

Condition of the rivers Chandana and 
Upper Coomar in the district of, 215. 
Khan rnahal am inn in, 822. 

Kims mahal tahsildar* in, 821. 

Faridpore District Board 

Hardship caused to, on account of revalua- 
tion proceedings, 77. 

Farms, agricultural experimental 

Actual service rendered by, 731b 

Faroqui, the Hon'hle Nawab K. G. M., Khan 
Bahadur 

Agricultural and Industrial Schools in 24- 
Parganas, 41. 

Audit foes from Co-ojx'rative Societies, 818- 
Hadarktmh Co-operative Colonisation, 22, 
37. 

Harisul Co-operative Central Hank, Ltd., 
Directors of, 284, 287. 

Chittagong Central Hank, 838. 

Crops to lie substituted for jute, 463. 

IV'mands for Grants 

34- Agriculture, 734. 

34A - Agriculture- Hotanical and other 
public gardens, 771, 772. 

34A -Agriculture- Experimental farms, 
762. 76b. 770. 

35 — Industries, 780. 

Directors of different Co*oporiiti\e Hanks 
of Chittagong division, 838. 

Foes for audit work of Bangtya Tih Jati 
Co-operative Hank, Limited, 835. 
Problem of unemployment, 834. 

Ranaghat People's Bank, 835. 

Sale Supply Society of Narayanganj. 

Dacca, 339. 

Faxtultab, Mauhrl Muhtmmnd 

Demand for Grant — 

26A — Presidency Police — Pay of estab- 

luhitMnt. 59 1 . 


Film censorship 

See — Betting. 

Forest area and porsonai assistants attached 
to circle officers of Bengal, 464. 

Forest Department 

Muslims in, 819. 

Forost Engineering Service, 820. 

Forest establishments 

Excess expenditure in maintaining, 175. 

Forest Training College 

Necessity of, in Bengal, 172. 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell 

Adjournment motion regarding separa- 
tion of Bengal Legislative Council and 
Department, 571. 

Demands for Grants - 

26A - Presidency Police, 491. 

32C — Grants for medical purposes, 703, 
704. 

Qhatal Circuit Embankment 

See — Midnapore. 

Qhose, Dr. Amulya Ratan 

Alleged Kangah Dal, 539. 

Hill, Municipal, Bengal, 1932, 850. 
Classification of Professor Be joy K. Bhat* 
tooharjee of Howrah as Division II pri- 
soner, 683. 

Death of Ram Dhoni Khalasi at Howrah 
Hospital, 751. 

Demands for Grants — 

5A — Charges of Administration — Land 
acquisition establishment, 58, 63. 

0C — Excise — Presidency establishments, 
141. 

8B — Forest — establishment, 172. 

(4 — Registration, 184. 

9A — Scheduled taxes. 205. 
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24B — Law Officers — Mufasoal estab- 

lishment — Fees to pleaders in civil 
suite, 414, 417. 

25A — Jails — Central Jails, 433. 

25A — Jails — Presidency Jail, 431. 

26A — Presidency Police, 503. 

2CA — Presidency Police — Calcutta 

Police, 516. 

3 1 A — Educat ion (Transferred )-- Uni • 

versity — Dacca University, 637. 

11211 — Hospitals and dispensaries — 

Grants-in-aid, contribution and dona- 
tions, 694, 695. 

33 A — Public Health establishment, 724. 
3 4 A— Agriculture— Botanical and other 
public gardens, 771, 772. 

Interviews with prisoners in Dum Dum 
SjM'cml Jail, 685. OHO. 6S7. 

Linvvor on lielmlf of ( b>\ eruuvuit m H< w- 
rah Court for conducting certain classes 
of cases. 405. 

Qhose, Rai Bahadur 8asonka Comar 

Demands for Grants - 

2 411 — Ioiw officers -Mufassal establish* 
rnonjw. P w> . 410, 411. 

Qhoto, Tho Hn’}h Sir B. B. 

Agricultural loans in Tangail, 227, 229, 230, 
231. 

Alleged assault of some prisoners in Mid- 
naporo Central Jail, 599. 

Allowances to employees for work in Bengal 
Legislative Council, 34, 35. 
Arrangements for interviews in Dum Dum 
Special Jail, 99, 100, 101. 

Reng& Tenancy Act, 699. 

Chittagong Jail, non-official visitors of, 21. 
Classification of prisoners in Midnapore 
Jail, 98. 99. 

Classification of Professor Be joy K. Bhat- 
tacharjee of Hcwrah as Division II pri- 
soner, 684, 885. 


mm, TIM HM’tfc 8ir i. B. — oontd. 

dosing of Criminal Courts in Bakarganj 
for Juma prayer, 632, 533. 

Demands for Grants — 

5— Land Revenue, 52, 107. 

6A — Charges of Administration - Pay 
of land ^quiaition officers, 55, 56, 57, 
58. 

5A —"Charges of Administration — lauid 
acquisition establishment, 62, 64. 

6A — Charges of Administration-^Certi- 
ficate establishment- Pay of establish- 
ment, 65. 

6A— Charges of Administration — Certi- 
ficate establmlunont, 71, 73. 

5A -Charges of Administration — Road 
cess, valuation and revaluation estab- 
lishment, 107, 109. 

9R- liogist ration --District charges- 
t \ >h t of transmission of landlord* fees, 
19H, 2(HI. 

26— Jails and Convict Settlements, 429. 
25A Jails -Central Jails, 433, 451. 

25A Jails Presidency Jail, 432. 

25A Jad Ku|>ermtendenoc, 431 . 

Demand f»»r Supplementary Grant — 

Loans and advances liy Provincial 
Government Class I Loans under 
the Land Improvement and Agricul- 
turists* Loans Act, 51. 

Detenu Ambica Charan Chakravarty, 94, 
95. 

Distress in Tangail. 465, 466. 

HijIi Special Jail incident, 287, 288. 

Hindu non -official visitor for Hijli Special 
Jail, 823, H24. 

Interviews with prisoners in Dum Dum 
Special Jail, 686, 687. 

Khaa mahal amins in Faridpur, 822. 

Khaa malial tahsildani in Faridpur, 821, 
822. 

Land acquisition casea in connection with 
certain railway projects in 24-Parganaa, 
535. 
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Land Acquisition Deputy Collector, 24. 
Parganaa, 534. 

Land Acquisition Officer, Aiipoie, 673. 
Noabad rnahals of Chittagong, OJ, 92. 
Passage of persons arrested but released 
under the Emergency Powers Ordinance 
in Midnapore, 96, 97, 98. 

Prisoner MauM A. K. Golam Jilani, 742, 
743. 

Prisoners, classification of, 680, 681, 
Prisoners in Dum Dum Jail, 638, 539. 

ProHfMietH of assistants of Legislative De- 
partment, 824. 

Revenue, rents, etc., of pargana Alapsingh, 
Mymonsingh, 529. 

Revenue sale, 747, 748. 

Seeds for next harvest in Tangail. 467, 408- 
Separation of Legislative Department from 
Council Department, 23, 24, 25, 469. 
Special motor-oar allowance to the Land 
Acquisition Officer, 24-Pargarma, 534 . 

Supply of mustard oil to Division III, 
Indian prisoner*, 608. 

Survey and sett lament operations in How- 
rah, 007. 

Tax -payors of municipal and rural areas 
103. 

ZamindarH’ lands and revenue. 43. 

Bftuinavl ** HeiPblt AlhadJ Sir Abdal- 
fctrim 

Bill— 

Elephants Preservation ( Bengal Amend- 
ment), 1 932, 804, 806 t 806. 

Rhinoceros Preservation, Bengal, 1932 
806, 812, 815, 842, 843. 

Construction of an escape at Harisinghpur 
on the Selyo and the sluice at Gopigunge, 
837. 

Demands for Grants — 

8 Forest, 8A — Forest— Capital outlay 
charged to revenue* and 52A— Forest 
— Capital outlay not charged to re- 
venue, 166. 

8 — Forest, 174. 
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I kartm—conold. 

Demands for Grants — concld. 

8® — Forest establishment, 1 74. 

8B and 8D— Forest, 177. 

XIII, 15, 15(1), 16 and 55 — Irrigation, 
210,211,214. 

15— Irrigation— B— Navigation, Em- 

bankment and Drainage Wol®, 216 
Forest area and personal assistants attach- 
ed to circle officers of Bengal, 464, 465. 

Ghatal Circuit Embankment, Midnapore, 
283, 284. 

Hadj Day, 340 . 

Demand for Grant — 

15 — Irrigation, 258, 261, 262. 

Forest Engineering .Service, 820, 821. 
Muslims in Forest Department , 819. 

Rajagaon-Mon Gofa in Dinajpur district, 
402, 403. 

Clotftfari Qhat 

Ferry connection l**twecn Lalgola Ghat 
and. 105. 

Qopigungt 

Construction of an escajx' at Harisinghpur 
on the Solve and the sluice at, 837. 

Oovarnitiaiit 

‘- M — Responsible Govexjuuent . 

Qovsrmnt* catipgas and scltaals 

Books and periodicals in, 15. 

Bamamaot feign Eagliafe scfeatls 

Muslim Head Masters in, 530. 

Btvtramtnt pleaders 

Fae« to, and public prosecutors in Mufassai 
Courts, 40$. 

Qualifications, emoluments and fees of 
public prosecutors and, 396. 
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Tribute to th<f, 627. ,f 

Unveiling of the portrait of the late 
Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra 
Ray Bahadur, of Nadia. See — Appen- 
dix. 

aoremor 1 * Addros, Hit Excellency tht, 624. 

tauter 

.SVe-w-Demands for Grants. 

Iroup System tf voting, 608. 

Inhi, Mr. t. H. 

Calcutta Corporation, 28, 20, 30 
Demand for Grant — 

3 1 A — Education (TranHforred )— Uni- 

versity — Dacca University, 037. 

lujrtt, Mr. J. N. 

Demands for Grants- 

22D— Executive Council, 304, 343. 
20A- Presidency Police, 480. 

lurner, Mr. C. W. 

Demand for Grant — 

33 A — Chief Engm<?cr, Public Health De- 
partment. 721, 722. 

ladj Day, 340. 

lakim, Mantel AMuf 

Bill, Municipal, Bengal, 1932, 854. 
Demands for Grants — 

0B — Registration — District charges, 

182. 

9B — Registration — District charges— 

Total cost of transmission of landlords' 
fees, 193. . 

16 — Irrigation, 237. 

24 B — Law officers — Mufassal establish- 
ment, 408. 

Rent enhancement suits in Myrnensingh, 

44, 46. 

Revenue, rents, etc., of pargana Alapsuagh, 
Myrnensingh, 528, 529. 

Works under Bengal Agricultural and Sani- 
tary Improvement Acts, 693. 


XT 

HagM, Kfcan BaMtfar Mattel Aateal 

Demand for Grant — 

31A — Education ( 7>an if erred pUni 

versity — Grant to the Calcutta Uni 
versify, 612. 

Haritinfhpar 

St# — Gopiguiige, 

Hathtmy, Mantel 8yH JataJuddin 

Adjournment mption regarding separation 
of Bengal Legislative Council and Do- 
part men t, 551. f 

Allowances to employees for work in Bengal 
Legislative Council, 34, 35. 

Arrangement for interviews in Dum Dum 
Special Jail, 00. 

Bill 

Municipal. Bengal, 1932, 832. 

Primary Education (Amendment), Ben- 
gal, 1932, 708. 

Rhinoceros Preservation, Bengal, 1932, 
MOK, 815. 

Calcutta Corporation, 29, 30. 

Case of Bafyu Dlures Chandra Chakraharti, 
826, 829. 

Cycling in Chittagong, 083. 

Demands for Grants-- 

5A Charges of Adrainist ration — Road 
cess, valuation and revaluation estab- 
lishment.. 74. * 

OA -Excise Superintendence--* Pay of 
officers, 132. * 

6A - Excise — Superintondewo — Pay of 
officer --Commissioner, 124, 125. 

15 — Irrigation, 250. 

22A — Staff and household of the Dover* 
nor- -Band establishment, 278. 

22A — Staff and household of the Gover- 
nor- bodyguard, 293, 294. 

22D— Executive Council, 298, 355, 356, 
357, 358, 

25A— Jails — Central Jails, 436, 438, 

25A -Jails— Presidency Jail, 432, 

25A —Jails — Superintendence, 430. 
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ttaahsmy, nmuM • ysd dah rtu dd fr condd. 
Deinends for Grant! — condd. 

26 A — Presidency Police — Calcutta 

Police, 484. 

Demand* for Supplementary Grant! — 

46 — Superannuation allowance! and pen- 
flion*. 46A — Comrau^ition of pension! 
financed from ordinary revenues and 
60B — Payment of commuted value of 
pensions, 48. 

Loans and advances by Provincial 
Government — Class I — Loans under 
the Land Improvement and Agricul- 
turists* Loans Acts, 60. 

Excise linceses to women, 27. 

Hadj Day, 340, 341. 

Hijli Special Jail incident, 288. 

Incident at Chandrakar in Midnaporc, 
740. 

Passage of persons arrested hut released 
under the Emergency Powers Ordinances 
in Midnaporc, 9fi. 

Prisoner Maulvi A. K. Golam Jilani, 743. 
Prisoners in I)um Durn Jail, 639. 

Separation of Legislative Department from 
Council Department, 23, 24. 

. Supply of mustard oil to Division III, 
Indian prisoners, 008. 

Hawfctrt obstructing thoroughfares, 832. 

High ©aurt 

Sec—- Letters Patent, 

High Schools 

See — Bhangore. 

,S>« — 24-Parganas. 

See — Government. 

turn 

Deteam at, 166. 

Hijli Spatial JaH 

Hindu non-official visitor for, 823. 

•MUM Spadal daU taoidtftt, 287. 

mm ixtffin, 678. 
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Hindustan C t tpa raih ro Iwaraata tooMy 

Case of the Secretary of State for India 
versus, 836. 

HoKdayt 

For Muslim festivals, 674. 

Hooghly 

Failure of the department to tackle the 
problejns of water-hyacinth and the dead 
and dying rivers of Bengal specially in 
the districts of — and Howrah, 233. 

Grants to district board, for anti-malarial 
works, 43. 

Grants to union boards in, 47. 

Sheristadar of District Judge of, 749. 

Union boards in, 106. 

Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality, 603, 606. 

Hooghly District Board, 540 . 

Hoqus, Kazi Emdadul 

Demands for Grants - 

5A- --Charges of Administration — Certi- 
ficate establishment, 65. 

913 Registration -District charges and 
other allowances, 188, 190. 

32 A— -Medical establishment, 662. 

32 B —Hospitals and dispensaries, 663. 

Hosain, Nawab Musharraf, Khan Bahadur 

Demands for Grants — 

16 — Irrigation, 244. 

22D — Executive Council, 316, 318. 

31 A — Education (Transferred) — Uni- 

versity — Grant to the Calcutta Uni- 
versity, 617. 

Hospital 

See — Howrah Hospital. 

Homs mmsrrr * :: 

Sse — Registration Department. 
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Hwrek 

Burning Ghat, land acquisition 

for, 58. 

Nandi Bogan trenching ground within, 
724. 

48urvey and settlement operations in, 607. 
See — Hooghly. 

Howrah Court 

Lawyer on behalf of Government in, for 
conducting certain classes of cases, 40ft. 

Howrah Hospital 

Death of Ram Dhani Khalasi at, 751. 

Hug, Mr A. K. Fozlul 

Demand for Grant — 

22D — Executive Council, 345, 346. 

Ilasport Bazar 

See — M ulnaporc . 

Industrial Schools 

•See — 24 • Parganaa. 

Indians, training of, in ship-building 

See — - Narayanganj . 

Industries 

Development of, on co-operative basis and 
by special grants under State Aid to 
Industries Act, 782. 

Inland stoamors— 

Latrine arrangement for passengers, 583. 

Inspoctort and tns p se trmot of Moots 

Rules regarding the transfer of, 31. 

dddabpur TuhorcuMs InnHnrlnni 

Grant to, 700 

doll 

See — Chittagong Jail. 

See — Dum Dum. 

See — Dum Dum Special Jail. 

See — Hijli. 

See — Hijli Special Jail. 


JtSSOft 

See — 24 - Parganas, 

Jossors district 

Abolition of, 755. 

ditani, prisontr fllauhH A. K. Mini, 742. 
Joint Stsamor Oompanios 

Latrine arrangements in p ass en ger 
steamers, 583. 

.See— Rakargauj. 

44 Junta " praytr 

See- Hakarganj . 

Juts 

Crop* to be substituted for, 462. 

See - Poddy and jute. 

Juvenile Courts 

Appointing women honorary magistrates 
for, 419. 

Juvenile offenders 

System of administration of, 418, 

Knngoli Dftl, alleged, 530. 

Kaoem, Maahrl Abul 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act 
of 1030, 226, 227. 

Bill — 

Municipal, Bengal, 1232, 840, 855. 
Primary Education (Amendment), 
Bengal, 1232, 795. * 

Rhinoceros Preservation, Bengal, 1232, 

811 . 

Cose of the Secretary of State for India 
i ***** Hindustan Co-operative In- 

surance Society, 836, 837. 

Demands for Grant* — ^ ** 

6C— Cxoioo-— Pr*»dency e st a bl is h ment, 
144. 
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HUM, Haalvl 

Demands for Grants— conckl. 

22A — Staff and household of the Gover- 
nor — Band establishment, 201. 

10 — Irrigation, 248. 

22 D — Executive Council, 314, 310, 

81 A — Education (Trtnsf erred) — Uni- 

versity — Grant to the Calcutta Uni« 
varsity, 618. 

33B— Grants for Public Health pur- 
poses — Rural water-supply, 730, 781. 

Level crossing at Scrampore and Baidya- 
bati, East Indian Railway, 692. 

Muslim head masters in Government high 
English schools, 630. 

Works under Bengal Agricultural and 
Sanitary Improvement Acts, 693. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali 

Bill, Municipal, Bengal, 1932, 852. 

Muslim candidates for excise and opium 
shops, 37. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamlzuddin 

Bengal Medical Service cadre, 089. 

Bengal Rural Primary Education Act, 
1930, 39, 220, 231, 232. 

Closing of criminal courts in Bakarganj for 
Juma prayer, 533. 

Demands for Grants — 

6A — Charges of Administration — Certi- 
ficate establishment — Pay of establish- 
ment, 04. 

6A — Charges of Administration - Road 
case, valuation and revaluation estab- 
lishment, 77, 80. 

9B — Registration — District charges— 

Cost of transmission of landlords’ fees, 
190, 191, 192, 193. 

15 — Irrigation — other revenue expendi- 
ture financed from ordinary revenues, 
237. 

15 — Irrigation— B— Navigation, Em- 

bankment and drainage works, 215. 
25A — Jails — Central Jails, 451. 

** 25A — Jail — Superintendence, 430. 

3 1 A — Education (Transferred)— Uni- 

versity — Grant to tbs Calcutta Uni- 
versity, 094. 


KhM, Maulvi TambadMa— <oncld. 

Demands for Grants — cohdd . 

32A — Medical establishment, 660. 

33A — Publio Health establishment, 727. 

School Hygiene Work, 599. 

Tax -payers of municipal and rural areas, 

102 . 

Zamindars’ lands and revenue, 43. 

Khat mahal “amlni” 

See — Faridpur. 

Khat mahal tahsildars 

See — Faridpur. 

Khulna 

Dacoitics and thefts in villages Mulghar 
and Raj pat, 749. 

Kurttong 

Future of the two Government European 
schools, at, 588. 

Lalgola Ghat 

See — Godagari Ghat. 

Land 

Fall m the value of, owing to tho decreased 
price of paddy and jute, 85. 

Land Acquisition Deputy Colloctar 

>ee — 24-Parganas. 

Land Acquisition ofRcors 

See — 24 • Parganaa. 

See — Alipore. 

Landlords' transfer foos 

Reduction of the cost of transmission ol, 
193. 

Revision of the rules regarding the foes 
payable for the transmission of, 194. 

Loom a, Mr. G. W. 

Sworn in, 13. 
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LafMatftre Ce«ncl! v Bengal 

Allowances to employees for work in, 34. 

Legislative Department 

Prospects of assistant of, 824. 

Separation of, from Council Department, 
22, 468. 

See — Adjournment motion. 

Lattan Patsnt 

Appeals under clause 15 of, against a judg- 
ment in civil cases of ft Judge sitting 
singly on tho Apjiellat© Side of the High 
Court, 388. 

Librarians 

Owning class for tho training of, und throw- 
ing open the Umver»it> library for public 
use, 626. 

Librarias 

See — Public libraries. 

Library boeks, 16 

Licentiata Medical Faculty Study Courts, MS 

Lohtfara 

Insanitary condition of certain villages 
within police-stations Narail and, 398. 

MaMan 

See — Calcutta. 

See — Calcutta Polio©. 

Mam, Mr. It. 

Additional District Magistrate, Midnapore, 
36. 

Arrests for holding meeting at ILasporc 
Bazar, Midnapore, 223, 224, 225. 

Bill, Municipal, Bengal, 1932, 853. 

Demand for Grant — 

23 A — Jail*— Central Jails, 434. 

Detenu* Axnbioa Cbaran •Chakra barty, 94. 

Eacsse licenses to women, 27. 


xix 

Mam, Mr. S,— «mfM. 

Hindu non*o facial visitors for Hijli Special 
Jail, 823. 

Incident at Chandrakar in Midnapore, 744, 
745. 747. 

Passage yf j'oraons arrested but roleaaod 
under the ^emergency Powers Ordinanoo 
in Midnapore, 96, 97, 98. 

Princijml. Midnapore College, 163. 

M Mal-Pahara " 

Realisation of money in certificate cases 
for, 72. 

Malaria 

Sec - Mymendngh. 

Malaria, outbreak ol 

re M\ mentiugh. 

Marr, the Hon'ble Mr. A. 

, » 

Adjournment motion legarding depuration 

of Bengul LogiMlufive Council aiul Do* 

partment. 565. 567, 568. 

Ad' i*or\ C. trm oiitoi* of .Pont Steamer Com* 

put id h ut lhikurgiutj. 337. 

Age limit f"i retirement. Kp>, 

Arrnngeiiiexit in place of Ax«i*taut Seem* 

taty, Finaiu-e Department, Budge! 

Branch, 679. 

Certification of r x fiend i turn under 9A — 
Selitxluled taxes, 694. 

Demands for Grants — 

7— Stamps, 159. 

7A -Stamps -Non judicial —Superin* 
lendcrier, 1 00. 

8B - Forest--- Establishment, 172. 

9A --Sflirduloci taxes, 205, 206. 

22A - Staff and household of tlie Govern* 
nor— Private Secretary —Hill and 

Dacca allowances, 271. 

27 — Ports and Pilotage, 578, B82. 

27A— Ports and Pilotage — Chargee for 
pooled launches — Building repairs and ” 
outfit of launches, 590. 

30 — Scientific departments, 694. 
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Harr, tlx Htn'Mt Mr. lL—condd* 

Demands for Grant* — concld. 

31 — Education (Reserved), 588. 

31A — Education (Reserved) — Govern- 

ment secondary schools — European 
and Anglo-Indian education, 590. 
Demands for Supplemental Grants — 
Loans and advances, 49. 

45 — Superannuation allowances and 
pensions, 45A — Commutation of 
pensions financed from o rindary re- 
venues and 00 B — Payments of com- 
muted value of pensions, 47, 48, 49. 

Kerry connection between Lalgola Ghat and 
Godagari Ghat, 105, 106. 

Holidays for Muslim festivals, 574, 475. 
Level crossing at Serampors and Baidya- 
bati, East Indian Railway, 692. 

Reference to tho impending retirement of, 
840. 

Steamer collision on the Buriganga at 
Dacca, 744. 

Stenographers in Bengal Secretariat, 33, 
34. 

Withdrawal of unparliamentary remarks, 
477, 478. 

Steamer communication to Tangail, 678. 

irrlagit and Divarcos 

See — Bills. 

Mtdical Coll«g« 

Electrocardiographic examination of heart 
in, 756. 
yet — Calcutta. 

Modloal ostaMIshmont 

Government policy towards, 662. 

Modloal Faculty 

See— Licentiate. 

Modloal tanrioo 

Proper representation of Mussalmans in, 
659. 

£#•— Backward classes. 


RMical Mnie« Oatfrt, iMgal, 687. 

Mtfaa-Mlklr esllisit. 

See — Daoca. 

MomOort 

Attendance of, 13, 90, 163, 217, 282, 334, 
398, 462, 524, 598, 666, 742, 818. 

Mlddlt ichoolt, toxt-books for, 26. 

Mldnapors 

Additional District Magistrate, 36. 

Arrests for holding meeting at Ilaspore 
Bazar, 223. 

Ghatal Cirouit Embankment, 282. 

Incident at Clian<irakar in, 744. 

Passage of jx'rsona arrested but released 
under the Emergency Powere Ordi- 
nance in, 90. 

Mldnapors Collsft 

Principal of, 163. 

Mldnapors Csntral Jail 

Alleged assault of some prisoners in, 599, 

Midaapom Jail 

Classification of prisoners in, 98. 

Mlkir 

See — Megna-Mikir. 

Ministers 

Administration of the Poliee Do^wdu 
by transfer of portfolios to respon- 
sible, 361, 

Momia, Kkan Baludvr Makamatad AMal 

Bengal Medical Service Cadre, 087, 689. 

Bengal Rural Primary Education Act, 
1930, 40, 23 2. 

Bill, Rhinoceros Preservation, Bengal* 
1932, 808. 
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MMrin, Kkaa BakMur MakammM A Mil 

— concld. 

Demands for Grants — 

6C — Excise Presidency establishment, 
146, 147. 

..jr^ 

15 — Irrigation, 242. 

22D — Executive Council, 300. 

34A — Agriculture— Experimental farms, 
759. 

Epidemic doctors, 675. 

Holidays for Muslim festivals, 674. 
Inspectors and Inspectresses of Schools, 
rules regarding the transfer of, 31. 

Khas mahal am»w in Faridpur, U22. 
Noabad mahals of Chittagong, 92. 

Mookarjaa, Mr. Syamaprosad 

Arrests for holding meeting at Ilrtsj)ore 
Btusr, Midnuj>ore, 224. 

Bankum Zilla School, 219. 

Bengal Medical Service Cadre, 689, 
Bhaugore High School, 755. 

Calcutta Cori*oration, 29. 

Case of Babu Dlures Chandra Chakra- 
barti, 825. 

Classification of Professor Bo joy K Bhat- 
taoharjoo of Howrah as Division II 
jinsoner, 684, 685. 

Closing of Criminal Courts in liakarganj 
for ./ umo jiTsycr, 635. 

Cyolmg in Chittagong, 663. 

Demands for Grants— 

25A dulls - Central Jails, 449, 450. 
26A-**4Presidoncy Police, 503 
31 A * Education (Transferred) -Univer- 
sity Goveniment Arts Colleges, 640, 

. 642. 

3 1 A - Education (Transferred) Univer- 
sity — Grant to the Calcutta Uni- 
versity, 62(5. 

Detenus, 17. 

Hijli Special Jail ineident, 287. 

Interviews with prisoners in I)um Dum 
Special Jail, 687. 

Primary education work in the office of > 
Director of Public Instruction, 93. 

State Medical Faculty Examination 
Centre at Dacca, 28. 


M«klMrjl t ftai BtMlir tetHM Olmlfi 

Level crossing at Sarampore and Baidya* 
bati, East Indian Railwa3% 691. 

Mikhopadkaya, Ral Uhifc Sarat Chandra 

Bill, Municipal, Bengal, 1932, 850. 

Ghatal Circuit Embankment, Midna- 
[>ore, 282. 

Mulgkar and Raj pat 

Set — Khulna. 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Baliary 

Demands for Grants-— 

6A— Excise— Superintendence — other 
gasettod officers, 126. 

24A— High Court. 388. 

Municipal alactlont 

See - Nadia. 

Municipalities 

Voting system in, 46. 

Municipality 

Sec -- Hooghly •( h insum. 

See Nahadwip, 

Muslim Education Advisory CammlttM, 36. 

Muslim fattivals 

See— Holidays. 

Mustard ail 

See - Prisoners. 

Mymansinfk 

Malaria in, 689. 

Necessity of irrigation works in, 237. 

Outbreak of malaria in certain village# 
of. 666 . 

Rent enhancement suits in, 44. 

Revenue, rents, etc., of pargana A lap* 
singh, 528, 

Set — Dacca. 

St * — T angai 1 - M ymenaingh Road. 
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Civil Court! 

Suite for enhancement of rente in, 752. 

Nftbadwfp municipality, 106. 

Nadia 

Collector of, and municipal Sections, 337. 
The lute Hon’ble MahAraja Kshaumsh 
Chandra Hay Bahadur of, unveiling of 
the fwrtraite of. 

See — Appendix. 

Nag,* Baku Suk Lai 

Abolition of Jesnro district, 755. 

Bengal Hural Primary Education Act, 
1930, 38. 

Na|, Reverend B. A. 

Demand for (Irani — 

0A -Excise --Superintendence — Pay of 
officers, 128, 129, 131. 

Nandi Bagan trenching ground 

See — Howrah 

Nandy, Maharaja 8ris Chandra, of Kuim- 

hazar 

Group system of voting, 608. 

Narail 

See — Lohagara . 

NarayanganJ 

Training Indian apprentices in ship-build- 
ing in the Government dockyard at, 578, 
Bale Supply Society of. 

See — Dacca. 

Ntilmuddin, the Non'ble Mr. Khwaje 

Assistant Inspectress of SchooU, Calcutta, 
164.165,404. 

Bankura Zilla School, 218, 218. 

Bengal Engineering College staff, 104. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act 
of 1930, 38, 39, 40, 41, 225, 226, 227, 
231, 232, 607, 

Bhangore High School, 754, 735. 
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| Nazimuddln, the Hoa’hie Mr. Khwaja— 

corud. 

Bill— 

Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces 
Registration (Amendment), Bengal, 
1932, 974, 975. 

Primary Education (Amendment), 
Bengal, 1932, 795, 796, 798, 799, 802, 
804. 

Books and jieriodieals in Government 
colleges and schools, 15. 

Catalogues of books in Bengal Library, 530. 

Correction of age of University stu- 
dents, 680 

Demands for Grants- — 

9 — Hegist ration, 179, 185. 

9A — Registration —Superintendence, 

185. 

9B - Registration — District charges, 185. 
9 A — Registration— Superintendence — 
Travelling allowances, 181. 

9B —Registration — District charges and 
other allowances, 189. 

30 — Scientific Departments, 587. 

30A — Donations to Scientific Societies — 
Grantsin-aid, contribution and 
donations to other societies, 580. 

31 --Education (Transferred), 591. 

31 A —Education (Transferred) —Uni- 
versity- - Dacca University, 634, 
638, 639 

3) A — Education (Transferred) — Uni- 

versity -Government Arts Colleges, 
647. 

31 A- Education (Transferred) — Uni- 

versity — Grants to the Calcutta 
University, 624. 

Inspectors and Insf>e< tresses of Schools, 
rules regarding the transfer of, 31, 32. 
Library books, 16. 

Muhammadan teachers m high schools in 
24-Pargonas, 754, 

Muslim Education Advisory Committee, 
37. 

Muslim head masters in Government 
high English schools, 531. 

Muslims in the office of Director of Public 
Instruction, 334, 335, 336. 

Presidency College, 673. 
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IntiMdtfin, tho Hon’Mt Mr. Khwaja— 

cm dd. 

Primary education work in the office of 
Director of Public Infraction, 93. 

Principal, Midnapore College, 163, 164. 

Public libraries, 832. 

Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta, 14, 15, 

221 . 

Teaching of classical languages m high 
schools in 24-Parganos, 754. 

Text-Book Committee, 400, 401 

Text Book Committee, hooks approved 
by, 14. 

Text -books for middle schools, 26. 

Wesleyan Mission Collegiate School, Ban- 
kura, 26. 

Zilla schools, 67G, C77 

loabad mahals 

’ff— Chittugong 

loakhall 

Arrest of certain gentlemen at Chmuno- 
ham, 535. 

lon-Bangalis 

Recruiting of, to the ranks of inspectors 
and other police officers, 521. 

lath or affirntation, 13, 217, 398, 598. 

Mtaary rtftrtnc*, 666 . 

flam 

Sidling of, at least up to one tola at a 
time, 139. 

irMik, Mr. J. E. 

Demand for Grant— 

15 — Irrigation, 245 

iratontf, Mr. E. C. 

Demand for Grant — 

24A — High Court— Registrar, Appel- 

late Side, 385. 

Prisoners in Duxn Dum Jail, 538, 539. 


Oraanonts at iady prisoners, 829. 

Patty and jata 

See — Land. 

Papsr-fcooks 

Printing of, second appeals, 383. 

Philpot, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Forest urvti ami jvrsonal assistant* 
attached to circle officers of Bengal, 465. 

Plaadert 

Payment of fis<s to, in <*i vil suits, 414. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan 

Deinamls for Grants * 

25 A Jails Central Jail, 441. 

27A Ports and Pilotage -Charges 
for pis ilnd launches Building repairs 
and outfit of launches, 579. 

Point of ordir 

Keguriimg demands of grants under 
Irrigation, 232. 

Polica Dspartmont, Administration of 

See Ministers. 

Port-folios 

Transfer of, 361. 

Prsirtics, Ths Mon'tls Mr. W. D. R. 

Abolition of Jeasoro district, 755. 

Additional District Magistrate, Midna* 
jH>re, 36. 

Alleged Katigah Dal, 539. 

Arrests for lioldirig mooting at Haspur 
Bazar, MidnapofO, 224, 225, 

Arrest of certain gentlemen at Chau* 
mohani, Xoakhah, 536, 537. 

Case of Babu Dhiron Clmndra Chakra* 
varti, 825, 826, 829 

Caae of tlie Secretary of State for India 
ver*u* Hindustan Co-operative lismr- 
anoe 8ocmty, 837, 
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Matte, Tl» HoiTMo Mr. W. D. R. — contd. 

Civil disobedience movement, persons 
arrested and convicted in connection 
with, 18, 21. 

Civil disobedience movement prisoners, 
detenus and St a t e prisoners, 476, 477. 
Commissions and court guardianships 
given to MuhammodaA pleaders in 
Bakarganj, 671. 

Cycling in Chittagong, 682, 683. 

Dacoities and thefts in villages Mulghar 
and Rajpat, Khulna, 749. 

Demands for Grants — 

9A — Schedule taxes, 208. 

22 — General Administration, 270. 

22A — Staff and household of the 
Governor— Band establishment, 292. 

22E — Staff and household of the Gover- 
nor — Bodyguard, 294. 

22 A — Staff and household of the Gover- 
nor-Private Secretary, 272, 277. 

22D — Executive Council, 298, 318, 319, 
320, 358. 

22D — Executive Council — Supplies and 
services and contingencies, 296. 

24— Administration of Justice, 383. 

24A — High Court— Registrar — Apel- 

late Side, 387. 

24B — Law officers — Mtifassa! estab- 

lishment— Fees to pleaders in civil 
suits, 417. 

26— Police, 479. 

26A — Presidency Police, 505, 506, 507, 
508, 509, 510, 511, 512, 550, 551. 

' 26A — Presidency Police — Calcutta 

Police, 619. 

Detenus, 17. 

Detenus at Hijli, 165. 

Establishment questions, who to decide, 32. 
Group system of voting, 608. 

Hawkers obstructing thoroughfares, 832. 
Hill exodus, 679. 

Incident at Chandrakar in Midnapore, 
745, 746, 747. 

Lawyer on behalf of Government in 
Howrah Court for oonductmg certain 
els sues of cases, 405. 


matte, Tbs Hta’Mo Mr. W. D. R. — eondd> 

Licentiate Medical Faculty Study Course, 
166. 

Nuisances in Calcutta Maidan, 833. 

Ornaments of lady prisoners, 830, 831. 

Persons arrested under Criminal Law 
Amendment Laws after their acquittal 
by Courts, 475. 

Proposal of an outpost at B&niaguri 
(Manikganj), 839. 

Publication of the statement of Srimati 
Bina Das in newspaper, 35. 

Sheristadar of District Judge of Hooghly, 
749. 

State Medical Faculty Examination 
Centro at Dacca, 27, 28. 

Suits for enhancement of rents in Mymen- 
Bingli Civil Courts, 752. 

Thakurgaon Improvement Fund, 42. 

Rent enhancement suits in Mymonsmgh, 
44, 45. 

Presidency Colists, Calcutta, 672. 

Presidency Polica 

Preventing assault by, 480. 

Spending money for, out of provincial 
revenues, 548. 

Want of .facilities for calling public atten- 
tion to misconduct of, 486. 

President (Tha Hon' bis Raja Sir Manmatha 
Nath Ray Chowdhury, Kt, of Santoah) 

Point of order regarding demands of 
grants under Irrigation, 232, 233. 

Reference to the impending retirement of 
the Hon’blo Mr. A. Marr, c.ijs., 840. 

Ruled that no member is allowed to refer 
to any document in regard to which 
he is not in a {K>sition to give President 
satisfaction, 135. 

Tribute to the Governor, 527. 

Primary Education 

See — Bills. 

Primary Educate# Act of tIM, Soogal 

(Raral), 225, 231, 607. 
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Classification of, 680. 

Classification of Professor Bejoy K. Bhat- 
tach&rjee of Howrah as Division II, 683. 

Drees of Muhammadan, 430. 

Ornaments of lady, 829. 

Supply of mustard oil to Division III 
Indian, 607. 

Private Secretary*! officv 

Appointment of depressed classes in, 272. 

Prorogation, 861. 

Provincial rovonucs 

See — Presidency Police. 

Public Health Department 

Waste of money bv, on account of wrong 
estimates, etc., 715. 

Public libraries, 831 

Public proeecutori 

See — G o vern men t pleaders. 

Questions 

Power to refuse to answer, 827. 

See — Short notice questions. 

Quinine 

Supply of, from Government of India's 
stock, 221. 

Supply of, to district boards, 339. 

Rabman, Maulvi Azizur 

~ Bengal Tenancy Act, 598. 

Suits for enhancement of rents in Mymen- 
•mgh Civil Courts, 752. 

Works under Bengal Agricultural and 
Sanitary Improvement Acts, 692. 

Rabman, Mr. A. P. 

Adjournment motion regarding separation 
of Bengal Legislative Council and 
Department, 556. 

Demand for Grant* — 

22D — Executive Council, 322, 361. 

Separation of Legislative Department 
and Council Department, 468. 


Rabauw, Mr. A. P. M. Abiur 

Agricultural and Industrial Schools in 
24-Parganas, 41. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act* 
231. 

Bhangor© High 

Muhammadu^i teachecs in high schools in 
24-Parganas, 754. 

Muslim Education Advisory Committee, 36. 

Teaching of classical languages in high* 
schools in 24-Purganas, 753. 

Rti Mabuai, Munlnira Dsb 

Bills— - 

Elephants Preservation (Bengal Amend* 
irnmt), 1932, 805. 

Primary Education (Amendment), Ben- 
gal. 1932, 800. 

Hluuocertm Preservation, Bengal, 1932, 
808, 813, 814. 

Books and |>onodioaUi in Government 
colleges and schools, )5. 

Catalogue's of Ixioks in Bengal Library, 
529. 

Demands for Grants — 

5A— Charges of Administration Road 
cess, valuation and revaluation estab- 
lishment, 80. 

6— Forests, 173. 

9A —Registration Superintendence «— 
Travelling allowance, 179, 180. 

QA — Schivlulcwl Taxes, 205, 206. 

15-— -Irrigation -Other revenue expendi- 
ture linancod from ordinary revenue#: 
233. 

22A — Staff and household of Mie Gover- 
nor Private Si'cretary — Hill and 

Dacca allowances, 270, 

22D — Executive Council, 308, 309. 
26A— Preaidency Police— Superinten- 

dence, 480. 

27 — Ports and Pilotage, 581. 

30 — Scientific defiertmonta, 587. 

31 A — Education {Tmrisferred)—<Iraiits 
to University — Calcutta University, 
626. 
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fta! Mafcattl, Maniadra 0 •t—concld. 

Demands for Grants — toncld. 

34A — Agriculture — Experimental (arms, 
739. 

36A — Industries — Industrial Develop- 
ment, 782. 

Library books, 16. 

Public libraries, 831. 

Bajagaon-Mon Qofa 

See — Dinajpur. 

fUHft Dhinl Khalail 

See — Howrah Hospital. 

Ranaghat Ptoplfi’ Bank, 835. 

Bata-war katwaan coastal staamship and 
Inland steamship companies, 581. 

Bay, Baku Amulyadhan 

Ago-lirnit for retirement, 840. 

Bengal Modical Service Cadre, 688. 

Demands for Grunts— 

9B — •Registration District charges — 
cost of transmission of landlords* 
foe, 196. 

22 A — Staff and household of the Gover- 
nor — Private Secretary, 274. 

82A — Medical establishment, 660, 
'Muslims in Forost Department, 819. 

Bay, Baku Khattar Mohan 

Bill, Municipal, Bengal, 1932, 854. 

Demands for Grants - - 
15 —Irrigation, 244. 

221) — Executive Council, 310. 

33A — Chief Engineer— Public Health 
Department, 720, 721, 

34A — Agriculture- -Experimental (arms, 
767. 

Bay, Mr. Ibanti Sbokhamtwar 

Agricultural loans given in Tangail, 231. 
Alleged assaults of some prisoners in Mid* 
napore Central Jail, 599, 


Bay, Mr. Shanti Sktkharotwar— cemid. 

Arrangements for interviews in Dum Dum 
Special Jail, 99, 100. 

Arrests for holding meeting at I las pore 
Bazar, Midnapore, 224. 

Bankura Zilla School, 219. 

Bill, Rhinoceros Preservation, Bengal, 
1032, 810, 815. 

Caao of Babu Dhires Chandra Chakra- 
varti, 826, 829. 

Civil disobodienod * movement, persons 
arrested and convicted in connection 
with, 21. 

Classification of professor Bejoy K. Rhat* 
tacharjee of Howrah as Division II 
prisoner, 685. 

Cycling in Chittagong, 683. 

Demands for Grante— 

5A — Charges of Administration — Road 
cess, valuation, and revaluation 
establishment, Si). 

6A —Excise— Superintendence— Pay of 
officers, 134, 135 

6C — Excise Presidency establish- 
ment, 151. 

15— Irrigation, 247. 

22D -Exccut vie Council, 313, 363. 
22D— Executive Council— Supplies and 
services and contingencies, 290. 

25A — .Tail — Sujierintandenco, 43 1 . 

26 A — Presidency Police, 501, 502. 

3 1 A— Education (Transferred )—U ni ver- 
sitv — Government Arts Colleges, 646, 
647. 

Detenu Atnbiea Charan Chakrovarty, 95. 
Hijli Special Jail incident, 288. 

Hindu non-oflicial visitor for Hijli Special 
Jail, 823, 824. 

Incident at Chaiulrakar in Midnapore, 746. 
Interviews with prisoners in Dum Dum 
Special Jail, 686. 

Ornaments of lady prisoners, 831. 
Prisoners in Dum Dum Jail, 539. 

Prisoner Maulvi A. K. Golam JiLani, 742, 
743. 
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lay, Mr. Skaati Sbafcharowar— eondd. 

ProfeHor of Physiology in Calcutta Medical 
College, 474. 

Publication of the statement of Sriraati 
Bina Das in newspaper, 35. 

Use of Mosquito nets by prisoners in Dum 
Dum Special Jail, 102. 

lay, thd lata Hon’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Ki haunish Chandra, of Nadia 

Unveiling of the portrait of. 

See — Appendix. 

lay Chowdhury, Mr. K. C. 

Insanitary condition of certain villages 
within police-stations Narad and Loha- 
gara. 398. 

lay Chaudhuri, tha Raja Sir Man- 

matha Nath, of 8antosh 

See — Appendix. 

lay Chowdhury, Babu Satiih Chandra 

Additional District Magistrate, Midnapore, 
36 

Allowances to employees for work m Ben- 
gal Legislative (Vmnoil, 34. 

Bankura Zilla School, 219. 

Bengal Rural Primary Education Act, 
1930, 40, 41. 

Classification of prisoners m Midnapore 
Jail, 98. 

Crops to be substitutes! for jute, 462, 463 
Demands for Grants 

9A —Scheduled taxes, 207. 

22A — Staff and household of tho 
Governor— Band establishment, 289. 
22D — Executive Council, 299, 300. 

SIB --Law officers —Mufassal establish- 
ment, 408. 

24 B— Law Officers — Mufassa! establish- 
ment -Government pleaders and 
public prosecutors, 396, 406. . 

25 A — Jails— Central Jails, 446. 

34A — Agriculture — Experimental farms, 
769. 


xxrii 

Ray Chowdhary, Baba tatiah Chandra— 

conoid. 

Detenu Ambica Charon Chakra varty, 95. 

Distress in Tangail, 466. 

Incident at Chandrakar in Mklnapore, 746. 

Lawyer on bohalf of Government in 
Howrah Court for conducting certain 
('lasses of calf's, 405. 

Malaria m Mymenatngh, 689. 

Outbreak of Malaria in certain villages of 
Mymcnsingh. 666, 669. 

Passage to |»cr*on« arrested but released , 
under the Emergency Powers Ordinance 
in MidimjHtrc, 98. 

Principal, Midnapore College, 164 

Problem of unemployment, 833, 834. 

Reeds for next harvest in Tangail, 468. 

Sc|tnmtion of legislative Department from 
Council Department, 24. 

Short notice question by, 748, 749. 

Supply of quinine to district Isiards, 339. 

Use of mosquito nets by prisoners in Dum 
Bum Sjhn ml Jail, 102 

Raglstrar af Aasiirancat, 1 4 

Ragittrar at Atiurtncai 

See —Calcutta. 

Raglftratian Dapartmant 

Dwixsiho of income m. ow mg to the ineroMfe 
of the rale of registration, 182. 

Indifference of, to the local di sail vantages 
of tho diKtro t as regards house occom- 
m< slat ion, 

Raglftratian faa 

Increase of, and inodoquate pay of officers, 
184. 

RagtrtrattM afflcai 

Reduction of registration fee, searching 
fee and fee for taking copies in, 183. 

Ra*t whaaeaawirt taitt 

8m — Mymensi ngh. 
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Iwptii ill l i (ten rnniMt hi Bengal 

Immediate introduction of a full, 322, 325. 

RtvaJuatien proceedings 

Undesirability of carrying on, in the present 
economic situation in the country, 77. 

Rovonuo tale, 747 

RMnootrni 

See — Bills. 

Rivers and waterways, provision for im- 
* provementof. 

See — Dacca. 

Roil 

See — Tangail-Mymensingh Road. 

Rlld CMS 

Enhancement in, payable by raiyat*, 74. 

Rty, Baku Haribanta 

Benj^il (Rural) Primary Education Act, 
607. 

Grants to district board, Hooghly, for anti- 
malarial works, 43. 

Grant to union boards in Hooghly, 47. 
Hooghly *Chi|i«ura Municipality, 603, 606. 
Hooghly District Board, 640. 

Survey and settlement operations in How- 
rah, 607. 

Union boards in Hooghly, 106. 

Ray, Mu Satyaiulra Nath 

Arrangement for interviews in Dum Dum 
Special Jail, 101. 

Demands for Gjants — 

'B— Forest, 173. 

22 A — Staff and household of the Gover- 
nor — Band establishment, 290. 

* 22D — Executive Council, 303. 

MA — High Court — Registrar, Appellate 
Side, 386. 

25A — Jails — Central Jails, 443, 

26A — Presidency Police, 496. 

32B — Hospitals and dispensaries, 644. 
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RW. Bnfen Satyendra Rath— *oncta. 

Persons arrested under Criminal Law 
Amendment Laws after their acquittal 
by courts, 476. 

Supply of mustard oil to Division III 
Indian prisoners, 607. 

Roy, Mr. darat Komar 

Demands fofr Grants — 

30A — Donations to Scientific societies — 
Grants-in-aid, contribution and dona* 
tione to other societies, 684. 

Fees for audit work of Bangiya Tili Jati 
Co-operative Bank, Limited, 835. 

Ranaghut Peoples’ Bank, 835. 

Roy, the Non’hle Mr. Bijoy Fraud Singh 

Ashkar Khan’s tMao at Chittagong, 753. 
Bengal Medical Service Cadre, 688 . 688. 

Bill, Municipal, Bengal, 1832, 844, 856, 
867. 

Calcutta Corporation, 28, 28, 30. 

Cholera in Tangad, 632. 

Collector of Nadia and municipal elections* 
338. 

Death of Ram Dhani Khalasi at Howrah 
Hospital, 751. 

Demands for Grants — 

6 — Excise, 122. 

6A — Excise — Superintendence, 127, 128, 
140. 

6 A — Excise — Superintendence — Other 
gazetted officers, 127. 

6 A — Excise — Superintendence — Pay of 
officers, 136, 137. . 

6A — Excise — Superintendence— Pay of 
officer — Commissioner, 126. 

6C — Excise — Presidency establishment, 
152, 163. 

32— Medical, 657. 

3 2A-— Medical establishment, 661, 663. 
3SB — Hospitals and dispensaries, 666. 

32B — Hospitals and dispensaries— 

Grants-in-aid, contributions and dona- 
tions, 705, 706. 
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R*y, um Hm'm* Mt. Mjn rm*t m«i»- 

condd. 

Demands for Grants — condd. 

32C — Grants for medical purposes, 706. 

33 — Public Health, 712. 

33A — Public Health Establishment, 726 
728. 

33B— Grants for Public Health purpose's 
— Rural water-supply, 7JM. 
Electrocardiographic examination of 
heart in Medical College, 756. 

Epidemic doctors, 675. 

Excise licenses to women, 27. 

Grants to district board, Hooghly, for anti- 
malarial works, 44. 

Grants to union boards in Hooghly, 47. 
Hooghly-Chinsuro Mumei|>ality, 604, 606, 
Hooghly District Hoard, 541. 

Insanitary condition of certain villages 
within jiohee- stations Narad and Loha- 
gam, 396. 

Malaria m Mymensingh, 690. 

Muslim candidates for excise and opium 
shops, 38. 

Xabadwip Municijiality, 166. 

Outbreak of malaria in certain villages of 
Mymcnsingh, 668, 669, 670, 671. 
Professor of Physiology in Calcutta Medical 
College, 470, 472, 473, 474. 

School Hygiene work, 600, 603. 

Supply of quinine from Government of 
India’s stock, 222, 223. 

Supply of quinine to district boards, 339. 
Tangail-Mymensingh Road, 18. 

Union boaW* m Hooghly, 107. 

‘ Unveiling of the portrait of the late 
Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra 
Ray Bahadur, of Nadia, in the Council 
Chamber at the Council House. 

* See — Appendix. 

Voting system in municipalities, 46. 
Water-supply of Vishnu pur subdivision, 
220 . 

Works under Bengal Agricultural and Sani- 
tary Improvement Acta, 692, 693. 


xxix 

Roy OhooOltori, Baku Non Ohaatfra 

Arrest of certain gentleman at Chaumoho&i* 
Noakliali, 535, 536, 637, 

Bin. Municipal, Bengal, 1932, 862. 
Demands for Grants — 

9B— Registration— District charge# 

Cost of* transmission of landlords^ 
fees, 197, 198, 200. 

15 — Irrigation, 267, 258, 

Detenu Arnbioa Cliaran Cliakravarty, 96. 
Noabad mahalsof Chittagong, 92. ■ 
Prisoners, classification of, 680, 681. 

Supply of quinine from Government of 
India’s stock, 221, 222, 223. 

Rural araas 

Feasibility of serving, moro widely by 
hospitals and dispensaries, 663. 

Rural water-supply 

Policy in connection with, 729. 

Sahana, Baku latya Kinkar 

Bunkum Zilla School, 217. 

Demand for Grant — 

26A — Presidency Police, 542. 

Ghatal Circuit Embankment, Midnapore, 
284. 

Water-supply of Vishnupur sulxiivision, 

220 . 

Wesleyan Mission Collegiate School,* Ban 
kura, 25. 

Zilla schools, 67fl, 677. „ 

Sana*, Maufvf AMut # v . 

Assistant Inspectress of Schools, Calcutta, 
164. 

Establishment questions, who to decide, 32, 
Inspectors and Inspectresses of Schools, 
rules regarding the transfer of, 31. 

IknfluuHudi Park 

See — Calcutta Police. 
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iiriuuY tir Jaduusth 

Demand for Grants — 
jflA — Education (Transferred) — Grants 
to Universities — Calcutta University, 
630, 631. 

Stroj Naltnt Memorial Association 

See — Calcutta. 

School Hyffcno work, 509. 

Position of officers employed in, 727. 

Schools 

See — Zilla schools. 

Scientific societies 

Reduction of grant to certain, 587. 

Secretary of 8tate for India 

See— Hindustan Co-operative Insurance 
Society, 836. 

8olyc 

See — Gopigungo. 

Son, Mr. B. R. 

Demands for Grants— 

26A — Presidency Polioo — Calcutta 

Police— Supplies and services anti con- 
tract contingencies, 515. 

26A — Presidency Police — Pay of estab. 
lishmont, 522. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Son, Mr. Blrlc Chandra 

Sworn in, 598. 

Son Gupta, Dr. Narosh Ohandra 

Agricultural loans given in Tangail, 229, 
230. 

Arrangement for interviews in Dura Dum 
Special Jail. 101. 

Arrests for holding meeting at Ilaspore 
Baser, Mid na pore, 226. 


[Vol. XXXVIII, No. 3. 

Son Gupta, Dr. Rnrosh Chandra— 

Arrest of certain gentlemen at Chaumohani, 
Noakhali, 537. 

Bilip*)— 

Primary Education (Amendment) 1 , Ben- 
gal, 1932, 802. ' 

Rhinoceros Preservation, Bengal, 1932. 
807, 814. 

Classification of Professor Bejoy K. Bhatta- 
charjee of Howrah as Division II 
prisoner, 685. 

Collector of Nadia and municipal elections, 
337. 

Cycling in Chittagong, 082. 

Demands for Grants — 

5 — Land revenue, 88. 

6A — Charges of Administration — Certi- 
ficate establishment , 68. 

6A — Excise- -Superintendence, 126. 

6A — Excise — Superintendence — Pay of 
officers, 133. 

6C — Excise — Presidency establishment, 
145. 

7A — Stamps — Non-judicial — Superin- 
tendence, 159. 

9B — Registrat ion— District charges — 
Cost of transmission of landlords’ fees, 
196. 

15 — Irrigation. 239. 

22A — Staff and household of the Gover- 
nor — Band establishment, 289. 

22D — Executive Council, 297, 298, 310. 
24 A— High Court, 390. 

24 A — High Court — Registrar, Appel- 
late Side, 384. 

24B — Law officers — Mufaasal estab- 
lishment, 412. 413. 

25 A — Jails — Central Jails, 444. 

26A — Presidency Police, 492, 545, 546. 

31 A— Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity — Dacca University, 635. 

31 A — Education (Transferred) — Univer- 
sity — Grants to the Calcutta Univw 
sit’y, 613, 614. 

34A— Agriculture — Experimental farms, 
758. 
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Licentiate Medical Faculty Study Course, 
* , 165. 

Kabadvip Municipality, 166. 

Outbreak of malaria in pertain village* of 
Mymensingh. 670. 

Passage to fxtreon* arrested but released 
under the Emergency Pourcn* Ordinance 
. in Midnafxirr, 97. 

Prisoners, classification of, 08 1 . 

Registrar of Assurances, 14, 221. 

Revenue sale, 748. 

Text -Book Commit tee, 400, 

Thakurgaon Improvement Fund, 41. - 


Ssrampory kvtl cresting at 

See — East Indian Railway. 


•ball, Maulvl Ahdul Hamid 


Bill, Rhinoceros Preservation, Bengal, 
1932, 841. 

Demands for Grants ~ 

5A — Charges of Administration— Certi- 
ficate establishment, 70. 

26 A Presidency Police, 548. 

34A-- Agriculture, 773. 
bale Supply Society of Narayanganj, Dacca, 
338. 


Shtrifft of Calcutta High Court 

See — Calcutta High Court. 

Short Botto question, 287. 

By Babu Satiah Chandra Ray Chowdlmry, 
748. 

Singh, Sri Jut Taj Bahadur 

Electrocardiograph ic examination of heart 
in Medical College, 756. 

Sioha, Raja Bahadur Bhuptndra Narayaa, of 
tlaihipir 

Demand for Grant — 

5A — Road oea, valuation and revalua- 
tion establishment, 84. 

Revenue sale, 747. 


mi 

tahdmia. Miihi Muham— d 

Bengal Engineering College staff, J 04. 

State n odi c al Faculty examination Omttrt 

See — Dacca. 

p 

State prteoBtrt 

,S’^— Civil disobedience. 

Steamor cettitlaa 

AVc— Megna-Miki collision. 

Steamship companiM 

Hate-war lictween, 581, 

Stenographori in Bengal Socrotariat, 32. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Demands for Grant* 

6A Excise Superintendence, 140. 

60— Excise Presidency establishment, 
148, 149, 150. 

OA— Scheduled taxes, 207. 

22D Executive Council, 314, 330, 341. 
26A Presidency Police- Calcutta 

Police, 51 K. 

Distress in Tangnil, 466. 

Swxls for next liarvests in Tangml, 408. 

Withdrawal of unparliamentary remarks, 
47H. 

Survey and Mtttemcnt apcrationi 

See — Howrah. 

Tangail 

Agricultural loans given in, 227. 

Cholera in, 531. 

Distress in, 465, 

Seeds for next harvest in, 467. 

Steamer communication to, 677, 



TumtfMly w ta rtitfl i Raad, 17. 

Tax-payers *f municipal an 4 rural inn, 102. 

Text-Baak Cammtttee 

Boolu approved by. 13. 

Constitution of, 399. 

Te xt-baaks far middle eebaais, 26. 

Thakurgaan Impravamant Fund, 41. 

^Theatres 

See- — Betting. 

Thomas, Mr. M. P. 

Sworn in, 13. 

TrafM auaateme nt 

Method of, 516. 

Travers, Mr Lanaalaat 

Bill, Rhinoceros Preservation, Bengal, 
1932 , 807 . 

Demands for Grants — 

6A — Excise — Superintendence — Pay of 
officers, 136. 

60 — Excise — Presidency establishment, 
148. 

22 D — Executive Council, 349. 

32B — Hospitals and dispensaries, 664. 

34 A — Agriculture — Experimental farms, 
740. 

Outbreak of malaria in certain village* of 
Mymensingh, 671. 


Tribal* la NM txMttaaay tba Ravamar* 

627. 

See — Jadabpur. 


24-Pargaaas 

Agricultural and Industrial Schools in, 41. 

Irrigation in the districts of Jeesore and 
260. 

Land acquisition cases in connection with 
certain railway projects in, 636. 

Land Acquisition Deputy Collector, 534. 

Muhammadan teachers in high schools in, 
754. 

Special Land Acquisition Officer of, 54. 

Special motor-car allowance to the Land 
Acquisition Officer of, 633. 

Teaching of classical languages in high 
schools in, 753. 

Unamplaymant 

Problem of, 833. 

Union baa rdf 

See — Hooghly. 

University library 

See — Librarians. 

University students 

Correction of age of, 680. 

Unparliamentary remarks 

Withdrawal of, 477 

Varendra Research taciety 

Reduction of grant to, 584. 

VisJraupur aubdivleian 

Water-supply of, 220. 

Vttiltf 

Group system of, 608. 

See — Municipalities. 

Water-kyatiath 

See — Hooghly « 
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Bm — Rural water-supply 
8 ** — Vtehnupur subdivision. 


Wsttoyan MM* Oattoftota HkMi 

5m — B ankura. 


^ Mr.w.c, \ 

Demands for O ra a t a 

24K. — Pretidaney Magttfrata’* Cburtt-* 

Juvenile Court and Detention House, 
etc,, 420, 

26A— Presidency Police, 406. 

3 1 A — Education, (ReeervadH- Govern- 
ment 8ecmMary School*— European 
end Anglo-Indian Education, 688. 

31 A — Education (TmiMdemd^-lJtOvcc* * 
sity— Oovemmaert Arte CoUcget, 

643. f 

31A — Education (Traniterrod) — Univer^ 
*ity — Grants to the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, 800. 


WMdflM, Mr. H. R. 

Demand# for Grants-— 

0A — Rcgirtmtion— Siij)crjntendence. 

187 

31 A — Education (Transferred) — Grant* 
to Universities — Calcutta University. 

63 J. 


WtftOHtctM, Mr. R. H. 

Sworn in, 217. 

ZimMiti' lands and r t mn i, 43. 
Zina t ofc ssh , 676. 


A 6 rmm 











